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ACTS   AND  LAWS, 

PASSED  BY  THE  GREAT  AND  GENERAL  COURT  OR  ASSEM- 
BLY OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS: 
BEGUN  AND  HELD  AT  BOSTON,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF 
SUFFOLK,  ON  WEDNESDAY  THE  TWENTY-NINTH  DAY 
OF  MAY,   1782. 


1782.  — Chapter  1. 

[May  Session,  ch.  2.] 


Choi).  1 


AN  ACT  FOR  DIVIDING   THE   TOWN   OF  WILBRAHAM  INTO   TWO 
SEPARATE  PARISHES. 

Whereas  for  the  greater  Oonvenience  of  attending  the  Preamble. 
public  Worship  of  GOD,  it  is  found  necessary  to  divide 
the  Town  of  Wilbraham  into  two  separate  Parishes: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Hepresenta- 
tives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  Authority  of 
the  same,  That  the  said  Town  of   Wilbraham  be,  and  the  Town  of 
same  is  hereby  divided  into  two  separate  Parishes,  by  the  ^vfded'i" "' 


into 


Names  of  the  N^orth  Parish,  and  the  South  Parish  by  a  two  Parishes. 
Line  coinciding  with  the  South  Line  of  the  Lot  whereon  Boundaries. 
yathaniel  Bliss  deceased,  lately  lived;  from  the  West 
Bounds  of  said  Town  to  Monson  Line  ;  and  that  the 
Parishes  abovementioned  and  each  of  them  be,  and  hereby 
are  severally  invested  with  all  the  Powers,  Rights  and 
Privileges  which  Parishes  in  this  Commonwealth  are  by 
Law  invested  with. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid. 
That  Mr.  Thomas  Merrick ,  with  his  Lands  and  Estate  be.  Lands  annexed 
and  he  hereby  is  annexed  to  the  North  Parish  above  men-  sou^h  PaiTshee. 
tioned,  and  David  Wood,  Jesse  Carpenter,  and  Jonah 
Bubee,  with  their  Lands  and  other  Estate  be,  and  they 
hereby  are  annexed  to  the  South  Parish  in  the  said  Town  ; 
any  Thing  in  this  Act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
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Each  Parish 
to  enjoy  in 
equal  Shares 
the  Land 
heretofore 
sequestered. 


Inhabitants  of 
the  N.  Parish 
to  improve  the 
Meeting-House, 


John  Bliss, 
Esq;  to  call  a 
Meeting  of 
the  Parishes. 


And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each  of  the  Parishes 
aforesaid  shall  have  and  enjoy  in  equal  Shares  the  Lands 
heretofore  sequestered,  devised,  or  given  for  the  Use  or 
Support  of  the  Ministry  and  the  Monies  or  Securities  for 
Money  that  may  be  in  the  Treasury,  and  as  well  the  Pro- 
ceeds of  the  Sale  of  Lands  as  any  other  Monies  or  Secu- 
rities for  Money  that  have  been  given  to  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  said  Town  for  the  Support  of  the  Gospel. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
North  Parish  aforesaid,  shall  have  a  Right  to  improve  the 
Meetino;;-House  now  standino-  in  the  same  Parish  for 
the  Purposes  of  Public  Worship  so  long  as  they  shall 
think  proper  so  to  improve  it. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  John  Bliss,  Esq;  be, 
and  hereby  is  empowered  to  issue  his  Warrants  to  some 
principal  Inhabitant  of  each  of  the  said  Parishes,  requir- 
ing them  to  warn  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Parishes  to  which 
they  respectively  belong,  to  meet  at  such  Time  and  Place 
in  each  of  the  said  Parishes  as  by  such  Warrants  shall  be 
duly  specified,  and  then  choose  such  Officers  as  may  be " 
necessary  to  manage  the  Affairs  of  the  said  Parishes.  And 
the  Inhabitants  qualified  by  Law  to  vote  being  so  assem- 
bled, shall  be,  and  hereby  are  empowered  to  choose  such 
Officers  in  their  respective  Parishes  accordingly. 

June  20,  1782. 


Chap. 


Preamble. 


Governor  & 
Council 
authorised  to 
apprehend  all 
Persons  whose 
Enlargement 
may  be  dan- 
gerous to  the 
United  States. 


1783.  — Chapter  3. 

[May  Session,  ch.  3.] 

AN  ACT  TO    SUSPEND    THE    PRIVILEGE    OF  THE    WRIT    OF 
HABEAS  CORPUS  FOR  SIX  MONTHS. 

Whereas  it  is  necessary  for  the  public  Safety,  that  the 
Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus,  under  certain  Circumstances, 
should  be  suspended  for  a  limited  Time: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
Authority  of  the  same,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor 
with  the  Advice  of  Council  be,  and  he  hereby  is  authorised 
and  empowered  to  apprehend  and  secure  in  any  Goal  in 
this  Commonwealth  without  Bail  or  Maiuprize,  any  Per- 
son or  Persons  wdiose  being  at  large  may  be  judged  by 
His  Excellency  and  the  Council,  to  be  Dangerous  to  the 
Peace  and  Well-being  of  this  or  any  of  the  United  States  ; 
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any  Law,  Usage   ov   Custom   to   the    contrary   notwith- 
standing. 

Til  is  Act  to  continue  in  Force  for  the   Space  of   Six  Limitation. 
Months,  and  no  longer.  June  27,  1782. 

1783.  — Chapter  3. 

[May  Session,  ch.  4.] 


Chap.  3 


AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPORATING  CERTAIN  INTERVAL  LANDS 
BELONGING  TO  CERTAIN  INHABITANTS  OF  SPR[\GF1ELD, 
AND  WEST-SPRINGFIELD,  LYING  ON  THE  WEST  SIDE  OF 
COXNECTICUT  RIVER,  AND  ON  BOTH  SIDES  AGAWAM  RIVER, 
INTO  A  COMMON  FIELD. 

Whereas  Mr.  Thomas  Williston,  Representative  for  the  Preamble. 
Town  of  Springfield,  hath  Petitioned  this  Court  for  him- 
self and  in  behalf  of  the  Persons  hereafter  named,  viz. 
Captain  Samuel  Burt,  Captain  Thomas  Stebbins,  Jona- 
than Dwight,  John  Burt,  John  Ashley,  Gad  Bliss,  Daniel 
Bliss,  Joseph  Lumbard,  Nathan  Bliss,  Jacob  Cooley, 
Zenas  Bliss,  Moses  Bliss,  Esquire,  Thomas  DvA'ight, 
Samuel  Palmer,  John  Worthington,  Esquire,  Thomas 
Bates,  Capt.  Joseph  Ferry,  Widow  Mary  Ferry,  John 
Ferry,  Solomon  Ferry,  Joseph  Clough,  Chauncey  Brewer, 
Esquire,  Josiah  Hitchcock,  Samuel  Leonard,  Elijah  Day, 
David  Mason,  Benjamin  Day,  Esquire,  Benjamin  Leon- 
ard,y^<«^o?•,  Enoch  Cooper,  Daniel  Harris,  Abner  Leonard, 
Moses  Leonard,  Reuben  Leonard,  Benjamin  Leonard, 
Stephen  Bodurtha,  Da:vid  White,  Samuel  Phelps,  John 
Lanckton,  Jonathan  Allen,  Hezekiah  Warriner,  James 
Phillips,  Solomon  Miller,  Captain  Abel  Cooley,  Justin 
Ely,  Esquire,  Joseph  Stebbins,  Joseph  Merrick,  Rev.  Rob- 
ert Breck,  Eleanor  Coleman,  Capt.  Israel  Cliapin,  Cap)t. 
Timothy  Bliss,  Andrew  Colton,  Gerald  Warner,  John 
Warner,  junior,  Samuel  Bliss,  Aaron  Warriner,  Capt. 
George  Pynchon,  Jedediah  Bliss,  and  Horace  White, 
representing  that  by  Reason  of  the  Annual  Floods  in  the 
aforesaid  Rivers,  the  said  Lands  have  always  hitherto  been 
fenced  and  improved  in  a  Common  Field,  and  that  the 
most  of  them  cannot  be  fenced  in  severalty ;  and  that  by 
the  Dissolution  of  the  ancient  Field  in  which  they  were 
formerly  included,  the  Proprietors  are  deprived  of  the 
Benefit  and  Aid  of  the  Laws  respecting  the  Inclosing  and 
due  Regulation  of  General  Fields,  for  want  of  a  legal 
Establishment,   by  Means   whereof  the   Profits   of  their 
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Certain  Land 
on  the  West 
Side  of 
Connecticut 
River  incorpo- 
rated into  a 
common  Field. 


Proviso. 


Improvements  of  those  Lands  are  greatly  diminished,  and 
praying  that  the  said  Lands  may  be  erected  into  one  com- 
mon and  general  Field,  as  they  are  included  ivithin  the 
following  Lines,  viz.  Beginning  at  the  West  Side  of 
Connecticut  Biver,  at  the  /South  Last  Corner  of  the  Lot, 
lately  the  Homelot  q/"  John  jNIiller,  deceased,  and  extending 
Westerly  in  the  South  Line  of  said  Lot  to  the  W^est  End 
thereof,  to  the  Toion  Way  there;  thence  turning  J^ortherly, 
between  said  Lot  and  said  Way,  a  few  Mods  to  the  County 
Hoadfrom  the  Ferry  to  the  Bridge;  thence  imnning  on 
the  South  Side  said  County  Road,  or  Highway,  towards 
said  Bridge,  to  the  Horth-East  Corner  of  Samuel  Leon- 
ard's Pasture,  near  the  said  Bridge;  thence  turning  and 
running  Southerly  in  the  East  Line  of  said  Pasture  to 
the  South-East  Corner  thereof;  thence  on  the  highest 
Grounds  a  few  Bods  to  the  Side  of  Airawam  River; 
thence  continuing  on  the  Bank  of  said  River  and  down 
the  same,  to  a  Place  directly  opposite  to  the  East  Pence  of 
Moses  Leonard's  Pasture,  under  the  Hill  in  Agawam 
Meadoiv ;  and  thence  across  said  Agawam  River  to  said 
Moses's  Fence  aforesaid;  and  so  continuing  Southerly, 
coinciding  icith  the  same  Fence,  arid  witli  the  Fence  of  the 
East  Side  of  the  next  Pasture,  Southerly  of  said  Moses's 
aforesaid;  and  so  on  in  the  same  Course  to  James  Phil- 
lips's Land,  and  in  the  Fence  of  said  James  Phillips  until 
it  comes  to  the  Brow  of  the  Hill  in  his  Land,  and  con- 
tinuing on  the  Brow  of  the  Hill  to  his  Mansion  House, 
late  Rice's,  now  in  Occupation  of  hi^  Son  Thompson  Phil- 
lips :  and  thence  in  the  same  Line  that  the  Fence  of  the 
Old  Field  runs,  to  the  Mouth  of  Agawam  River;  and 
from  thence  by  the  West  Side  of  Connecticut  River  to  the 
first  Bound:  Wherefore, 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  Authority 
of  the  same.  That  the  Lands  aforesaid,  being  all  the  Land.s 
included  within  the  Lines  aforesaid,  be,  and  hereby  are 
incorporated  into  one  common  and  General  Field  ;  and 
the  Proprietors  and  Owners  of  the  said  Lands  are  hereby 
invested  witii  all  the  Powers  and  Privileges  that  the  Pro- 
prietors of  Lands  in  General  Fields  by  Law  are  invested 
withal. 

Provided  nevertheless,  and  ichereas  several  Persons 
Proprietors  of  Lands  within  the  limits  aforesaid,  viz. 
Beacon  Jonathan  White,  Timothy  Day,  Ebenezer  Day, 
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Caleb  Parsons,  Caleb  Bliss,  Aaron  Day,  Dr.  John  Van- 
horn,  Samuel  Ely,  Jonathan  Smith,  and  Benjamin  Steb- 
l)ins.  jun.  have  not  joined  in  the  Application  made  for 
tlie  Incorporation  thereof,  hut  have  declined  their  Consent 
thereto:  Therefore, 

Be  it  enacted,  That  none  of  the  beforementioned  Pro-  Declining 
prietors  who  have  declined  their  Consent  as  aforesaid,  shall  not't*"bL°Jnb- 
be  obliged  as  Meml)ers  of  the  said  Corporation  or  Pro-  Je<=t  to  this  Act. 
priety,  to  contribute  to  the  general  Fence,  or  be  subjected 
to  the  Votes  of  the  other  Proprietors  in  Kegard  to  his  or 
their  Lands  they  now  own  there,  whenever  and  so  long  as 
he  or  they  shall  inclose  and  improve  the  same  in  severalty, 
or  siiall  not  improve  and  enjoy  the  same  under  the  Pro- 
tection and  Security  of  the  same  common  Fence  with  the 
rest  of  the  Proprietors  in  general  ;  any  Thing  in  the  fore- 
going Paragraph  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each  and  every  of  the  Proprietors 
j>etitioning  Proprietors  aforesaid,  may  be  at  full  Lilierty  ^nd' improve 
at  any  and  all  Times  hereafter,  to  inclose  and  improve  by  tandi/^"'^ 
themselves,  any  of  their  Lands  lying  within^he  Limits 
aforesaid,  as  if  such  Act  of  Incorporation  had  not  been 
made  ;  they  maintaining  their  respective  Proportions  of 
the  jreneral  Fence  around  the  same.  June  27,  1782. 
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[May  Session,  ch.  5. J 

AN  ACT  FOR  NATURALIZING  MICHAEL  CUNNINGHAM  ChciT)     4 

AND  JOHN  PRESCOTT.  ^  " 

Wliereas  Michael  Cunningham  and  John  Prescott,  Preamble. 
late  of  the  Town  of  Halifax,  in  Xova  Scotia,  have  pro- 
duced substantial  Evidence  that  they  have,  during  the 
present  War,  particularly  exerted  themselves  for  the 
Relief  of  American  Prisoners  who  have  been  carried  into 
said  Halifax;  and  that  they  have  in  many  Instances, 
oj)posed  the  British  tyranny,  and  espoused  the  Cause  of 
America,  and  have  noiv  fled  to  this  Country  to  pay 
Obedience  to  and  receive  Protection  from  its  Lav:s.  And 
whereas  it  is  just  to  reward  such  Persons  icho  have  thus 
voluntarily  taken  a  Part  in  our  Defence,  and  expedient  to 
encourage  such  well  disposed  Foreigners  to  join  themsf-h-es 
to  us: 
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Michael 
Cunninghaiii 
and  John 
PrescoU 
Naluralized. 


Their  Oaths  to 
be  returned  to 
the  Secretary. 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  qf  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  Authority  of 
the  same.  That  upon  takinsf  and  subscribing  the  Oaths  of 
Allegiance,  Abjuration,  and  other  Oaths  required  by  the 
Laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  by  the  said  Michael  Cun- 
ningham and  John  Prescott  respectively,  they  the  said 
Michael  Cunningham  and  John  Prescott,  shall,  from  the 
Time  of  taking  and  subscribing  said  Oaths  before  any 
two  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  this  Commonwealth,  be 
deemed,  adjudged  and  taken  to  be  natural  Subjects  of 
this  Commonwealth,  to  all  Intents,  Constructions  and 
Purposes,  as  if  they,  the  said  Michael  Cunningham  and 
John  Prescott  had  been  respectively  born  within  this 
Commonwealth,  and  had  continued  and  dwelt  therein 
from  the  Time  of  their  respective  Births,  and  been  here 
abiding  on  the  Fourth  Day  of  July,  in  the  Year  of  our 
Lord  Seventeen  Hundred  and  Seventy-six,  and  had  each 
of  them  at  that  Time  and  ever  since,  taken  a  Part  with 
and  been  aiding  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Commonwealth  in 
Defence  of  their  Liberties. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid. 
That  if  the  said  Michael  Cunningham  and  John  Prescott, 
shall  take  and  subscribe  the  Oaths  aforesaid,  in  Manner 
aforesaid ;  the  Persons  before  whom  they  shall  take  and 
subscrilje  said  Oaths,  shall  make  Return  thereof  to  the 
Secretary,  who  shall  record  the  same  in  a  Book,  to  be 
kept  among  the  public  Records  of  this  Commonwealth  for 
the  Purpose  of  recording  the  Names  of  such  Foreigners 
as  shall  be  hereafter  naturalized  by  Acts  of  this  Com- 
monwealth. June  27,1782. 


Chap.  5 
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[May  Session,  ch.  6.] 

AN  ACT  FOR  ESTABLISHING  AND  REGULATING  THE  FEES  OF 
THE  SEVERAL  OFFICERS  AND  OTHER  PERSONS  HEREAFTER 
MENTIONED. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  asseinbled,  and  by  the  Authority  of 
the  same.  That  from  and  after  the  First  Day  of  July  One 
Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Eightj^-two,  the  Fees  of 
the  several  Officers  and  other  Persons  hereafter  mentioned, 
shall  be  as  follows,  viz. 
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Justices  Fees. 

For   every  blank  AVrit  of  Attachment   and   Summons  Justices  Fees, 
thereon,  or  original  Summons,  one  shilling. 

Subpena  for  one  or  more  Witnesses,  six  pence. 

Entring  an  Action,  or  tiling  a  Complaint  in  civil  Causes, 
one  shilling  and  four  pence. 

Fileing  Papers,  one  penni/  half  penny  each  Paper. 

Writ  of  Execution,  one  shilling  and  four  pence. 

Examinino;,  allowinir,  and  taxins;  a  Bill  of  Cost,  three 
poice 

Entring  up  fludgment  in  civil  or  criminal  Causes,  and 
recording  the  same,  one  shilling  and  four  pence. 

Copy  of  every  Evidence,  original  Paper  or  Record,  if 
under  a  Page,  six  pence;  if  of  one  Page  and  upwards,  at 
the  Kate  of  nine  pence  per  Page. 

A  Recognizance  or  Bond  of  Appeal,  including  Prin- 
cipal and  Sureties,  one  shilling. 

Taking  Affidavits  out  of  Courts  in  order  for  the  Trial 
of  any  Cause,  one  shilling  and  six  jjence;  fWd  for  the 
Justice's  Travel  every  Ten  Miles,  three  shillings;  the 
same  for  returning,  and  so  in  Proportion  ;  the  Travel  to 
be  certified  by  the  Justice  to  the  Court  before  whom  the 
Cause  is  to  be  tried ;  and  for  writing  Deposition,  Caption 
and  Xotitication,  at  the  Rate  of  one  shilling  a  Page. 

Taking  Affidavits  in  Perpetuam  Rei  Memoriam  to  each 
Justice,  one  shilling;  and  Writing  the  same  and  Travel  as 
before  mentioned. 

For  administring  an  Oath  to  one  or  more  Witnesses  at 
the  same  Time  before  Referees  or  Arbitrators,  one  shilling. 

To  Travel  for  that  Purpose,  the  same  as  in  taking 
Affidavits. 

To  administring  an  Oath  to  Persons  appointed  to 
appraise  Estates,  or  to  appraise  and  divide  Real  Estates, 
together  with  Certificates  of  the  same,  one  shilling  and 
six  pence. 

Taking  the  Acknowledorment  of  a  Deed  with  one  or 
more  Seals,  provided  it  be  at  one  and  the  same  Time,  and 
certifying  the  same,  one  shilling. 

Receiving  a  Complaint,  and  issuing  Warrant  in  criminal 
('ascs,  tu:o  ■''hillings. 

For  granting  a  Warrant,  swearing  Appraisers  relating 
to  Strays,  and  entering  the  same,  tivo  shillings. 

For  administring  Oaths  in  all  other  Cases,  with  Cer- 
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tiiicates,    except   Oaths   to    Town,    District,     or   Parish 
Officers,  one  shilling. 

For  Trial  of  an  Issue,  two  shillings. 

Coroners  Fees. 
coronerB  Fees.        -poY  Serving  a  Writ,  Summons,  or  Execution  ;  and  for 
Travel  in  returning  the  same,  or  for  returning  an  Inquisi- 
tion, the  same  as  by  this  Act  is  allowed  to  Sherifts. 

Bail  Bonds,  one  shilling  and  six  pence. 

Every  Trial  w^here  the  Sherifl'is  concerned,  one  shilling 
and  six  pence. 

For  attending  the  Jury,  one  shilling. 

For  granting  a  Warrant,  and  taking  an  Inquisition  on  a 
dead  Body, /bi»*  shillings;  if  more  than  one  at  the  same 
Time,  and  who  came  to  their  Death  by  the  same  Means, 
tico  shillings  for  every  other  after  the  first. 

For  Travel  and  Expences  for  taking  an  Inquisition, 
four  shillings  per  Day. 

The  Foreman  of  the  Jury  at  the  Rate  of  (hree  shillings 
and  sixpence  a  Day,  for  Time  and  Expence ;  and  to 
every  other  Juror  at  the  Rate  of  three  shillings  per  Day, 
exclusive  of  Travel ;  for  which,  if  abov«  four  Miles,  he 
shall  have  two  pence  per  Mile  out  and  Home. 

The  Constable,  for  his  Attendance  and  Expences  in 
summoning  a  Jury,  four  shillings  a  Day. 

And  all  Charges  of  the  Inquisition  shall  be  paid  out  of 
the  County  Treasurer,  except  such  as  are  taken  upon 
Bodies  of  Strangers  not  belonging  to  this  Commonwealth  ; 
and  in  such  Case  the  Expence  shall  be  paid  out  of 
the  Treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  such  Account  of 
Expence  being  first  examined  and  allowed  by  the  Court 
of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  in  the  County  in  which 
such  Inquisition  shall  be  taken. 

Judge  of  Pi'obate's  Fees. 

batiks  Fees '^°*         ^^^  granting  Administration,  three  shillings. 

For  appointing  or  allowing  Guardians  to  Minors,  tivo 
shillings;  and  if  for  more  than  one  Minor  to  the  same 
Guardian,  then  three  pence  each  for  all  above  the  first. 

For  a  Decree  respecting  the  Probate  of  a  Will  or 
Codicil,  three  shillings  and  six  pence. 

For  examining  and  allowing  an  Inventory,  and  swear 
ing  the  Executor  or  Executors,  Administrator  or  Admin- 
istrators, one  shilling. 
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For  swearing  the  Appraisers,  nine  pence. 

For  examining  and  allowing  Accounts,  tlwee  shillings. 

A  Decree  for  settling  Intestates  Estates,  three  shillings. 

A  Citation,  nine  2)ence,  Summons  for  Witnesses,  four 
pence. 

A  Quietus,  one  shilling,  a  Warrant  to  appraise  or 
divide  Estates,  o)ie  shilling  and  sixpence. 

For  issuino;  Commission,  recordins:  and  examining; 
Creditors  Claims  when  Estates  are  represented  Insolvent, 
one  shilling. 

For  an  Order  of  Distribution,  one  shilling  and  six  pence. 

Granting  an  Appeal  to  the  Governor  and  Council,  one 
shilling. 

Register  of  Probate's  Fees. 

For  Writing  Bond  and  Letter  of  Administration,  two  Register  of 

1  m  •  7      •  Probates  Fees. 

shillings  and  six  pence. 

For  Writing  Bond  and  Letter  of  Guardianship,  and 
making  Record  thereof,  three  shillings,  for  one  Minor ; 
and  if  for  more  than  one  Minor  to  the  sam^ Guardian, 
then  three  p)ence  each  for  every  additional  one  after  the 
first. 

For  drawing  a  Decree  respecting  the  Probate  of  a  Will 
or  Codicil,  two  shillings  and  six  pence. 

For  Writing  Bond  for  the  Executor,  one  shilling  and 
three  pence.  % 

For  Writing  a  Warrant  to  appraise  the  Estates  of 
Persons  deceased,  one  shilling. 

For  a  Warrant  to  divide  an  Intestate  Estate  among 
the  Heirs,  6ne  shilling  and  six  Pence. 

For  Writing  a  Warrant  to  set  off  a  Widow's  Dower 
only,  or  a  Warrant  to  examine  the  Claims  on  an  Insolvent 
Estate,  one  shilling. 

For  entering  on  an  Inventory  the  Oath  of  the  Executor 
or  Administrator,  eight  pence. 

For  entering  on  the  Account  of  an  Executor,  or 
Administrator,  or  Guardian,  an  Allowance  thereof,  eight 
pence. 

Drawing  up  a  Decree  on  the  Settlement  or  Partition  of 
Estates,  one  shilling. 

Drawing  an  Order  of  Distribution,  one  shilling. 

A  Quietus,  one  shilling;  a  Citation,  nine  pence;  a 
Summons  for  a  AVitness  or  Witnesses,  six  pence. 

For    Proportioning    an    Insolvent   Estate    among    the 


u 
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Justices  Fees. 


Clerk  of  the 
Common  Pleas 
Fees. 


Creditors,  at  the  Rate  of  thi-ee  shillinr/s  for  every  twelve 
Creditors,  every  Creditor's  Proportion  being  severally 
distinguished. 

Recording  a  Will,  Inventor}^  Account  or  other  Matters, 
for  every  Page,  eight  pence. 

Copy  of  a  Will,  Inventory  or  other  Paper,  for  each 
Page,  eight  pence. 

Bond  of  Appeal,  one  shilling. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  whenever  any  Fees 
shall  be  paid  into  the  Probate  OflSce,  a  particular  Account 
of  such  Fees,  and  for  what  they  accrued,  shall  before 
Payment  (if  demanded)  be  by  the  Judge  or  Register  set 
down  in  Writing,  and  given  to  the  Party,  paying  the  same, 
and  any  Fees  received  without  being  thus  ascertained  in 
Writing,  when  demanded  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  deemed 
illegal  Fees,  and  the  Person  or  Persons  receiving  the  same, 
shall  forfeit  and  suffer  treble  the  Sum  by  him  so  received, 
and  be  liable  to  an  Action  of  Debt,  to  be  brought  by  him 
who  shall  so  pay  the  same  in  any  Court  proper  to  try  the 
same. 

In  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 
Justices  Fees. 

For  the  Entr}'^  of  every  Action,  three  shillings;  and 
for  every  Action  where  an  issue  in  Law  or  Fact  is  joined, 
six  shillings,  in  Addition  to  the  Fee  for  entry. 

Taxing  a  Bill  of  Cost,  six  pence. 

(i ranting  an  Appeal  and  taking  a  Recognizance  of  the 
Principal  and  Surety  or  Sureties,  one  shilling. 

Proving  a  Deed,  one  shilling. 

Surrender  of  the  Principal  in  Court  by  his  Surety  or 
Sureties,  one  shilling. 

Granting  a  Writ  of  Protection,  one  shilling. 

Entering  a  Petition  and  making  an  Order  thereon  for 
the  Sale  of  Real  Estate, /b?0'  shillings. 

Clerk  of  the  Common  Pleas. 

Every  Action  entered,  one  shilling  and  four  pence. 

Entering  and  recording  a  Verdict  or  Report  of  Referees, 
eight  pence. 

Every  Action  withdrawn,  or  Nonsuit,  eight  pence. 

Confessing  Judgment,  or  Default,  or  Joinder  in 
Demurrer,  eight  pence. 
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Entering  np  Judgment,  and  recording  the  same  at 
large,  one  .shilling. 

Acknowledging  Satisfaction  of  a  Judgment  on  Record, 
e  if/ /if  pence. 

For  entering  an  Appeal,  and  recognizing  Principal  and 
Sureties,  one  shilling. 

Examining  and  casting  each  Bill  of  Cost,  eight  pence. 

Fileing  each  Paper,  o)te p)e)iny  and  a  halfpenny. 

Contimiing  each  Cause  to  the  next  Term,  eight  pence. 

Entering  the  Surrender  of  a  Principal  in  Court,  and 
making  a  Record  thereof,  one  shilling. 

Entering  a  Rule  of  Court  upon  the  Parties  submitting 
a  Cause  to  Referees,  eight  pence. 

Every  blank  Writ  and  Summons,  eig Jit  pence, 

A  blank  Scire  Facias,  nine  pence. 

A  l)lank  Original  Summons,  eight  pence. 

An  Original  or  alias  Execution  in  Personal  Matters, 
and  tileing  the  same  when  returned,  one  shilling  and  four 
pence.  i 

Every  Writ  of  Possession  in  real  Actions,  three  shil- 
lings. 

A  AVrit  of  Protection,  or  Habeas  Corpus  ad  Testifi- 
candum, one  shilling. 

Each  \'enire  Facias  for  Jurymen,  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
County  Treasury,  three  pence. 

In  thp:  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace. 

To  each  Justice  for  ever}^  Day's  constant  Attendance  in  of  the  (Unerai 
Court, /o?/r  shillings.  ^''""°'- 

Travel  for  such  Justices,  as  are  ten  Miles  and  upwards 
distant  from  the  Court-House  or  Place  where  the  Court 
sits,  /b?/r  shillings  for  every  twenty  Miles,  computing  out 
and  Home.  The  Travel  and  Attendance  to  be  paid  out  of 
the  County  Treasury. 

The  Clerk  to  keep  an  Account  of  their  Attendance  as 
aforesaid  ;  and  all  Fines  and  Forfeitures  assessed  by  the 
same  Court,  and  not  otherwise  appropriated  by  Law,  to 
be  paid  into  the  County  Treasur}^,  for  the  Use  of  the 
Count}'. 

Clei'k  of  the  Sessions  Fees. 

Entering  an  Indictment,  Complaint,   Presentment,   orcierkofthe 

T/'  .•  T'77«  7/-  SeBBions  FeeB. 

Intormation,  one  shilling  and  jour  pence. 

Recording  the  Judgment  of  the  Court  thereon,  one 
shilling. 
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Discharging  a  Recognizance,  eight  pence. 

Each  Warrant  for  Criminals,  one  shilling. 

Each  Summons  or  Subpena  for  Witness  or  Witnesses, 
six  jpence. 

Each  Recognizance  for  Innholders  or  Retailers,  includ- 
ing Principal  and  Sureties,  and  for  transmitting  the  Name 
of  the  licenced  Person  to  the  Selectmen,  and  recording 
the  Licence,  one  shilling  and  three  pence. 

A  Warrant  for  County  Tax,  one  shilling. 

Warrant  to  lay  out  or  alter  a  Road,  one  shilling  and  six 
pence. 

Examining  and  casting  the  Grand- Jury's  Account 
Yearly,  and  Order  thereon,  one  shilling  and  six  pence. 

Examining  any  other  Account,  six  pence  each. 

Recording  the  Reports  of  High  Ways  and  other  Matters 
by  Order  of  Sessions,  eight  pence  per  Page. 

Copies  of  all  Records  or  original  Papers,  eight  pence 
per  Page. 

For  Fileing  such  Papers,  a  penny  half-penny  each. 

Entering  an  Appeal  and  recognizing  the  Principal  and 
Sureties,  one  shilling. 

In  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court. 
Justices  Fees. 
Justices  Fees.         Entering  an  Action  or  Complaint,  five  shillings  and 
four  pence. 

Taking  special  Bail,  two  shillings. 

Allowing  a  Writ  of  Error  or  granting  a  Certiorari, 
Habeas  Corpus  or  other  Writ  oh  Motion,  tioo  shillings. 

Granting  a  Writ  of  Protection,  one  shilling  and  six 
pence. 

Proving  a  Deed,  one  shilling. 

Entering  a  Petition  and  makino;  Order  thereon  for  the 
Sale  or  Partition  of  Real  Estates,  six  shillings;  accepting 
Partition  of  Real  Estates,  two  shillings. 

Taxing  a  Bill  of  Cost,  one  shilling. 

The  foregoing  Fees  to  be  paid  to  the  Clerk  of  said 
Court,  who  shall  some  Time  in  the  Month  of  December 
annually,  certify  to  the  Governor  and  Council,  the  Sums 
by  him  so  taken  and  received,  and  paid  over  to  the  said 
Justices,  that  the  same  be  deducted  from  the  last  Quarter 
of  the  said  Justices  Yearly  Salary  ;  and  the  Governor 
and  Council  are  hereby  empowered  to  deduct  the  same 
accordingly. 
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Clerks  Fees  in  tJie  Supreme  Judicial  Court. 

Entering  each  Action  for  Trial,  j^ve  shillings  and  four  cierksFees. 
pence. 

Entering    each    Complaint,    two   shillings    and    eight 
pence. 

Receiving  and  recording  a  Verdict,  one  shilling  and 
four  pence. 

A  Writ  of  Review, /bi^r  shillings. 

A  Writ  of  Scire  Facias,  two  shillings  and  eight  pence. 

A  Writ  of  Execution,  tivo  shillings. 

A  Writ  of  Facias  Habere  Possessionem,  three  shillings 
and  four  jience . 

A    AVrit   of  Habeas    Corpus,  two   shillings  and  eight 
pence. 

Copies  of  all  Records,  each   Page,  ticelve  pence,  less 
than  a  Page,  eight  j)ence. 

Entering  a  Rule  of  Court,  ticelve  pence. 

Confessing  Judgment,  or  Default,  one  shilling  and  four 
pence. 

Every  Action  withdrawn,  or  Nonsuit,  one  billing  and 
four  pence. 

Entering  an  Appearance,  eight  pence. 

Acknowledging  Satisfaction  of  a  Judgment  on  Record, 
ten  pence. 

Examining  each  Bill  of  Cost,  ten  pence. 

Continuing  each   Cause,  and  entering  the    same   next 
Term,  one  shilling  and  four  pence. 

Fileing  each  Paper  in  each  Cause,  two  pence. 

Proving  a  Deed  in  Court,  and  certifying  the  same,  one 
sh  illing  and  four  pence. 

Entering  up  Judgment  and  recording  the  same  at  large, 
two  shillings  and  eight  pence. 

For  each  Venire  to  be  paid  out  of  the  County  Treasuries 
respectively  on  the  Justices  Certificate, ybwr^ence. 

Every  Writ  and  Seal  other  than  before  mentioned,  two 
shillings  and  eight  pence. 

For  every  Subpena  for  one  or  more  Witnesses,  eight 
pence. 

Each  Recognizance,  including  Principal  and  Sureties, 
one  shilling  and  four  pence. 

A  Writ  of  Protection,  one  shilling  and  four  pence. 

Entering  a  Discharge  of  a  Recognizance  by  Proclama- 
tion, one  shilling. 
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Attorney's 
Fees  and 
Allowance  to 
Parties  and 
Witnesses. 


Sheriffs  or 
Constables 
Fees. 


Attornies  Fees,  and  Allowance  to  Parties  and  Witnesses. 

To  Parties  recovering  Cost  for  an  Attorney  or  Coun- 
sellors Fee,  when  Counsel  is  employed  where  an  issue  in 
Law  or  Fact  is  joined  in  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court, 
twelve  shillings,  and  for  all  other  Causes  in  said  Court  and 
all  Causes  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  Court  of 
General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  where  an  issue  in  Law  or 
Fact  is  joined,  six  shillings. 

And  for  all  other  Causes  in  said  Court,  six  shillings. 

For  Parties  recovering  Costs  whether  in  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court,  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  General  Sessions 
of  the  Peace,  or  before  a  Justice,  one  shilling  and  six 
pence  for  each  Day's  Attendance  and  Travel ;  ten  Miles 
Travel  to  be  accounted  as  one  Day.  No  Allowance  to  be 
made  for  Travel  to  or  from  the  Clerk's  Office  in  order  to 
take  out  a  Writ  or  Summons  or  carry  the  same  to  an 
Officer.  And  no  Plaintitf  shall  be  allowed  more  than 
three  Days  Attendance  when  the  Defendant  is  defaulted, 
unless  the  Defendant  appears  in  Court  and  makes  Answer 
to  the  Plaintiff's  Suit. 

In  Criminal  Causes  where  one  or  more  Defendants  are 
tried  by  the  Jury  at  the  same  Time  in  the  Supreme  Court, 
twenty  shillings:  and  if  no  Trial  by  Jury  (unless  the 
Cause  is  determined  by  an  issue  in  Law)  six  shillings; 
and  in  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  the 
same  Allowance  for  Counsel  as  in  the  Common  Pleas. 

For  drawing  an  Indictment  in  the  Sessions,  three  shil- 
lings. 

For  drawing  an  Indictment  in  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  six  shillings. 

For  Witnesses  in  Civil  or  Criminal  Causes,  whether  in 
the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 
Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  or  before  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  three  shillings  a  Day,  and  tivo 
pence  for  each  Mile's  Travel  going  out  and  returning 
Home. 

For  the  Declaration  in  a  Writ  triable  before  a  Justice, 
two  shillings. 

Sheriffs  or  Constables  Fees. 

For  the  Service  of  an  original  Summons  or  Scire  Facias 
on  one  Defendant  for  trial,  either  by  reading  the  same  or 
by  Copy,  one  shilling  and  four  pence;  if  served  on  more 
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than  one  Defendant,  then  for  each  other  Defendant  so 
served,  one  shilling  and  four  pence;  for  Service  of  a 
Capias  or  Attachment  on  one  Defendant  with  or  without 
Summons,  otie  shilling  and  four  j)€nce;  if  served  in  like 
Manner  on  more  than  one  Defendant,  then  for  each  other 
so  served,  one  shilling  and  four  pence.  Provided  always, 
Where  the  Officer  is  by  Law  directed  to  leave  a  Copy  in 
order  to  compleat  the  Service  he  may  Charge  at  the  Kate 
of  eigJit  pence  a  Page  for  so  much  as  the  same  Process 
shall  exceed  two  Pages  over  and  above  the  one  shilling 
and  four  pence. 

For  a  Bail  Bond  and  Writing  the  same,  including  Prin- 
cipal and  Sureties,  to  be  paid  l)y  the  Persons  admitted  to 
Bail,  one  shilling. 

For  serving  a  Writ  of  Possession,  exclusive  of  the 
Poundage  on  the  Cost  of  Court,  six  shillings;  if  on 
more  than  one  Piece  of  Land,  four  shillings  and  six 
2)ence  each. 

For  the  Cost  on  a  Writ  of  Possession  the  same  Pound- 
age as  in  Personal  Actions. 

For  Serving  a  Warrant,  one  shillitig  and  fou^pence. 

For  the  Sherifis  Aid  in  Criminal  Cases,  to  each  Person         -v 
four   shillirigs,    including    Expences   for    every   Twelve 
Hours,  and  so  in  Proportion  for  a  less  Time,  and  two 
p)ence  for  each  Mile's  Travel,  going  out  and  returning 
Home. 

For  Summoning  Witnesses  in  Criminal  Cases,  sixpence 
for  each  Witness,  and  Travel  as  in  Civil  Causes,  unless  in 
Special  Cases,  when  the  Court  may  increase  the  Fee  to 
what  they  shall  judge  reasonable. 

For  levying  Executions  in  Personal  Actions,  viz.  For 
the  first  Twenty  pounds  or  under,  iiine  pence  a  pound; 
above  that,  not  exceeding  forty  pounds,  four  pence  a 
pound;  above  that,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  pounds, 
two  pence  a  pound;  for  all  above  one  hundred  pounds, 
one  penny  a  p)ound.  Provided  nevertheless.  That  the 
Sheriff  or  other  Officer  wdio  may  serve  any  Execution 
issued  by  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  or  by 
any  County  Treasurer,  or  Town  Treasurer,  against  any 
Constable  or  Collector  of  Public,  County  or  Town  Taxes, 
shall  not  be  intitled  to  demand  or  receive  more  than  Half 
the  Poundage  which  is  allowed  in  other  Cases. 

For  Travel  for  the  Service  of  such  Execution,  or  mean 
Process,  or  Warrant  to  him  directed,  two  pence  a  Mile  ; 
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Constables  *^^®  Travel  to  be  computed  from  the  Place  of  Service  to 
Fees.  the  Court  where  the  Writ  or  Execution  shall  be  returned, 

by  the  Way  that  is  most  commonly  used,  but  one  Travel 
1)6  allowed  to  one  Writ  or  Execution,  and  if  the  same  be 
served  on  more  Persons  than  one,  the  Travel  to  be  com- 
puted from  that  Place  of  Service  that  is  the  most  remote 
from  the  Place  of  Return,  with  all  further  necessary 
Travel  in  serving  such  Writ  or  Execution,  or  the  other 
Travelling  Fees  and  Fees  of  Service  to  be  endorsed  by 
the  Sherift'  or  his  Deputy  on  each  mean  Process  or  Exe- 
cution, otherwise  not  to  be  allowed. 

For  serving  an  Execution  upon  Judgment  of  Court  or 
Partition  of  Eeal  Estate,  or  for  assigning  Dower,  jive 
shillings  a  Day,  and  hvo  pence  a  Mile  out  from  the  Place 
of  his  Abode. 

Every  Trial,  eight  pence ;  every  T>eiQ.\x\t,  four  pence. 

For  returning  the  Certificate'  of  Votes  of  the  several 
Towns  for  a  Governor  &c.  to  the  Secretary's  Office, ybi^r 
pence,  per  Mile,  computing  from  his  Abode  to  the  Secre- 
tary's Office,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  County  Treasury,  and 
but  one  Travel  to  be  allowed  for  the  Whole. 

To  the  Officer  attending  the  Grand  Jury  each  Day,  two 
shillings  and  six  pence;  to  the  Officer  attending  the  Jury 
for  Trial,  one  shilling ;  every  Cause  to  be  paid  with  the 
Jury's  Fees. 

For  dispersing  Venires  for  Jurymen  from  the  Clerk  of 
the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  Treasurer's  Warrants,  and 
Proclamations  of  all  IsAwdiS,,  fow pence  each. 

To  each  Appraiser  of  Real  Estates  for  extending  Exe- 
cutions or  assigning  Dower, ybwr  shillings  a  Day,  and  so 
for  a  longer  or  shorter  Time. 

For  every  Constable  who  shall  attend  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court,  or  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the 
Peace  or  Common  Pleas  by  their  Order,  three  shillings 
a  Day,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  County  Treasury,  and  for 
Encouragement  unto  the  Sherift'  to  take  and  use  all 
possible  Care  and  Diligence  for  the  safe  keeping  the 
Prisoners  that  shall  be  committed  to  his  Custody,  he 
shall  have  such  Salary  allowed  him  for  the  same  as  the 
Justices  of  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace 
within  the  same  County  shall  think  fit  to  order,  not 
exceeding  ten  pounds  a  Year  for  the  County  of  /Suffolk, 
and  not  exceeding  Jive  pounds  each  for  the  other  Counties 
within  the  Government,  at  the  Discretion  of  the   Court 
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of  Sessions   to    be   paid    out    of  the   Treasury    of   such 
County. 

And  be  it  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid,  That  any 
Constal)lc  in  any  Town  in  this  Commonwealth  be,  and  he 
is  hereby  fully  authorised  and  empowered  to  serve  upon 
any  Person  or  I'ersons  in  his  respective  Town,  any 
original  Writ,  Summons,  or  Writ  of  Execution  in  any 
Personal  Action  whei'e  the  Damages  sued  for,  or 
recovered,  do  not  exceed  twenty  pounds,  and  Return 
thereof  to  make  to* any  Court  proper  to  try  the  same. 

Criers  Fees. 

Calling  a  Jnvy,  Jour  2)ence,  to  be  paid  with  the  Jury  criersFees. 
Fees. 

A  Default,  or  Nonsuit,  a  Judgment  assign'd,  or  Com- 
plaint, a  Verdict,  or  Deuuirrer,  eight  pence  each. 

Discharging  a  Recognizance  by  Proclamation,  four 
pence;  said  Fees  to  be  paid  to  the  Clerks  of  the  respec- 
tive Courts  for  the  Use  of  the  Crier. 

%# 
Goalers  Fees. 

For  turning  the  Key  on  each  Prisoner  committed,  three  GoaiersFees. 
shillings,  to  wit,  one  shilling  and  six  pence  in,  and  one 
shilling  and  six  pence  out. 

For  Dieting  each  Person,  such  Sum  Weekly  as  the 
Court  of  Sessions  shall  judge  reasonable. 

Grand  Jurors  Fees. 

Foreman /oM?"  shillings  per  Day.  GrancUurors 

Each  othe^*. Juror  three  shillings  and  sixpence  per  Day, 

and  two  pence  for  each  Mile  he  shall  travel,  going  out  and 

returning  home,  and  but  one  Travel  at  each  Court. 

Jurors  for  Trial,  their  Fees. 
To  the  Foreman  in  every  Cause  at  the  Supreme  Judicial  Jup^/o'' 

1  riiil  tliGir 

Court,  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  Court  of  General  Fees.' 
Sessions  of  the  Peace,  thi'ee  shillings  and  sixpence. 

To  every  other  Juror,  thi^ee  shillings;  their  Allowance 
for  Travel  to  be  the  same  as  the  Grand  Jurymen,  and  to 
be  paid  out  of  the  County  Treasury. 

For  Marriages,  &c. 

To   the    Town    Clerk   for   publishing    the    Banns    of  ^o""  Carnages, 
Matrimony,  making  a  Record  thereof,  one  shilling;  and 
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recording  the  Marriage  when  the  Certificate  is  returned  by 
the  Minister  or  Justice  officiating,  sixpence.  And  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  Sessions  to  be  paid  by  the  respective  Town 
Clerks,  twopence. 

Every  Certificate  of  a  Publishment,  sixpence. 

Recording  Births  and  Deaths,  tivo pence. 

For  each  Marriage  to  the  Minister  or  Justice  officiating 
and  for  certifying  the  same  to  the  Town  Clerk,  six 
shillings. 

To  the  Town  Clerk  for  a  Certificate  of  the  Births  or 
Deaths  of  every  VevBon,  four  pence. 

JSFaval  Officers  Fees. 

Naval  Officers  Yov  entering  every  Ship  or  Vessel  from  any  Part  of 
this  Government,  or  from  the  State  of  New-Hampshire, 
three  shillings. 

For  clearing  every  Ship  and  Vessel  to  any  Part  of  this 
Government,  or  to  the  State  of  New-Hampshire,  three 
shillings. 

For  entering  any  Ship  or  Vessel  from  any  other  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  six  shillings. 

For  clearing  every  Ship  and  Vessel  to  any  other  of  the 
United  States,  six  shillings. 

For  entering  any  Ship  or  Vessel  from  a  Foreign  Voy- 
age, fifteen  shillings. 

For  clearing  every  Ship  or  Vessel  for  a  Foreign  Voyage, 
fifteen  shillings. 

For  every  Register  and  recording  the  same,  six  shil- 
lings. 

For  indorsing  every  Register  and  recording  the  same, 
two  shillings  and  four  pence. 

For  every  Bond,  two  shillings. 

For  a  Certificate  to  cancel  a  Bond,  one  shilling  and  four 
pence. 

For  a  Bill  of  Health,  three  shillings. 

For  every  Permit  to  unlade,  one  shilling  and  six  pence. 

For  every  Permit  to  load,  one  shilling  and  six  pence. 

For  every  Cocket,  one  shilling  and  six  pence. 

Provided  nevertheless,  That  the  Fees  to  be  demanded 
for  entering  and  clearing  out  Vessels  employed  as  Coasters 
for  the  Purpose  of  transporting  Articles  being  the  Produce 
of  this  Commonwealth,  or  of  the  State  oi  New-Hampshire, 
from  Port  to  Port  within  this  Commonwealth,  or  from  any 
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Port  in  JVew- Hampshire  to  any  Port  in  this  Common- 
wealth, shall  not  exceed  one  sliilling  for  entering,  and 
one  sJiUUng  for  clearing  out ;  and  no  Fee  for  a  Permit  to 
load  or  unload.  Bond,  Cocket  or  Certiiicate  shall  be 
demanded  for  the  Vessels  last  mentioned  ;  any  Thing  in 
this  Act  aforegoing  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
For  entering  a  Prize,  six  shiUings. 

Fees  in  the  Secretary's   Office. 

For  each  Register  (exclusive  of  Naval  Officers  Fees)  ||^^«'''*''>'''' 
tJtvee  shillings. 

For  a  Certificate  under  the  Seal  of  the  Commonwealth, 
for  the  Benefit  of  particular  Persons,  thi^ee  shillings. 

Every  Order  of  Notice  from  the  General  Court  upon 
Petition,  ttvo  shillings. 

Every  other  Order  of  the  General  Court  for  the  Benefit 
of  })articular  Persons,  one  shilling. 

For  a  Commission,  or  Letter  of  Marque  and  Reprisal, 
and  for  the  other  Papers  accompanying  the  same,  eighteen 
shillings. 

For  all  Copies  for  the  Benefit  of  particular  Persons,  at 
the  Rate  of  nine  pence  a  Page  ;  and  a  Page  in  this  Act  is 
meant  Twenty-eight  Lines  of  Eight  Words  a  Line,  or 
Two  Hundred  and  Twenty-four  Words. 

The  Secretary  shall  keep  an  Account  of  all  Fees  by 
him  taken  as  Secretary  or  Register  of  the  Supreme  Pro- 
hate,  by  Virtue  of  this  Act,  that  the  General  Court  may, 
once  a  Year,  know  the  Amount  thereof,  and  take  the 
same  into  Consideration  at  the  Time  of  making  a  Grant 
to  him  for  his  •Services. 

To  the  Captain  of  (7as^Ze-William. 

For  a  Pass  by  the  Castle,  for  each  Vessel  tivo  shillings;  Fees  for  the 
except  for  Wood  Sloops  and  other  Coasting  Vessels,  for  castiT"  ° 
which  Passes  have  not  been  usually  taken  out. 

Messenger  of  the  General  Court. 
* 
Serving  every  AVarrant  which  the  said  General  Court,  ¥^*^.'"Jfg*/^f^ 
or  either  House  may  Grant  for  arresting,  imprisoning,  or  court. 
taking    into    Custody    any    Person,    tivo    shillings.      For 
Travel  each  ]\Iile  out,  and  the    same  in  returning,  three 
p)ence.     For  keeping  and  providing  Food  for  such  Person, 
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two  shillings  and  six  pence  per  Day.  For  his  Discharge 
or  Dismission,  tico  shillings. 

County  Register's  Fees. 
County  Regie-        Yov  enteriuor  and  retording:  a  Deed,  Partition,  or  other 

ter  8  Fees.  C  &  '  ' 

Paper,  of  the  Length  of  one  Page  or  under,  ten  pence; 
and  for  certifying  on  the  Original  the  Time  when  the 
Book  and  Page  where  the  same  is  recorded, ybwr  pence. 
If  the  Instrument  recorded  exceeds  a  Page,  eig]it  pence  a 
Page  for  as  man}'  Pages  as  it  contains ;  the  Fees  to  be 
paid  at  the  offering  the  Instrument. 

For  all  Copies,  at  the  Kate  of  eight  pence  a  Page. 

For  enterins:  in  the  ^Slaro^in  the  Discharge  of  a  Mort- 
gage,  to  be  signed  by  the  Person  discharging  the  same, 
one  shilling. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Clerks  of  the 
several  Courts,  and  other  Persons  keeping  Public  Offices, 
shall  constantly  have  a  List  of  the  Fees  by  this  Act  pre- 
scribed, so  far  as  relates  to  them  respectively,  printed  or 
wrote  out  in  legible  Characters,  and  hung  in  some  con- 
venient Place  in  their  respective  Offices.  And  any  Person 
that  shall  demand  any  greater  Fee  or  Fees  for  any  of  the 
Services  aforesaid,  than  are  by  this  Law  provided,  he  or 
they  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  Offence,  the  Sum  of 
Jive  pounds,  with  Costs  of  Suit  to  him  or  them  that  will 
prosecute  and  sue  therefor  by  Action  of  Debt,  within  one 
Year  after  the  Oflence  committed,  in  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  hy  the  Authority  aforesaid. 
That  any  Person  who  shall  wilfully  and  corruptly  demand 
and  receive  any  greater  Fee  or  Fees  for  any  of  the  Ser- 
vices aforesaid,  than  are  by  this  Law  provided,  and  shall 
be  convicted  t-hereof  upon  an  Indictment  of  the  Grand- 
Jury,  in  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  or 
the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  may  over  and  above  the 
Fine  of  five  pounds,  be  adjudged  incapable  of  sustaining 
any  Office  within  the  Commonwealth  for  a  Term  of  Time 
not  exceeding  Seven  Years,  from  the  Time  of  such  Con- 
viction, provided  the  Information  or  Indictment  be  filed 
within  one  Year  next  after  the  Offence  committed. 

June  27,  1782. 
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1783.— Chapter  6. 

[May  Session,  ch.  7.] 

AN  ACT  FOR  DIVIDING  THE  TOWN  OF  SANFORD  IN  THE  COUNTY    Qhaj)     fi 
OF  YORK,  INTO  TWO  PARISHES.  ^  * 

Whereas   for    the   greater    Convenience    of   attending  Preamble. 
the  public    Worship   of  GOD  it   is  found   necessary  to 
divide  the  Town  of  Sanford  into  two  separate  Parishes : 

Be  it  enacted  h>/  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  andby  the  Authority  of 
the  same.  That  the  said  Town  be  and  hereby  is  divided  1^^^  °^ 

.  '  ,  ''  6(1))  fori:/. 

into  two  separate  Parishes  by  the  Names  of  the  South  divided  into 
Parish,  and  JVbrth  Parish,  by  a  Line  beginning  at  the  Boundaries. 
Head  of  the  Township  of  Wells,  at  Mousam  River,  so 
called  ;  thence  running  up  the  Eastern  Branch  thereof,  to 
the  Mouth  of  a  certain  Brook,  called  the  Hay  Brook; 
then  up  said  Brook  to  a  certain  Place  known  b}^  the  Xame 
of  Staple's  ]Marsh  ;  then  Xorth  West  to  the  Head  of  the 
said  Town  of  Sanford.  ^ 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  the  Inhabitants  of 
said  Town  and  Lands  therein  on  the  Xorth  East  Side  of 
the  Line  aforesaid  shall  be  considered  as  belonging  to  the 
said  Xorth  Parish  ;  and  the  Residue  of  the  Inhabitants 
and  Lands  as  belono-ino-  to  the  said  South  Parish. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid. 
That    the  several  Parishes  aforesaid  be,  and  hereby  are  The  Parishes 
respectively  invested  with  all  the  Powers,  Rights,  Privi-  au^power'ir 
leges  and  Immunities  which  other  Parishes  in  this  Com-  Palirhes.'^'^^'^ 
mon wealth  are.  invested  with. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  J^athaniel  Wells,  Esq  :  yathi.  weii^i, 
be,  and  herebv  is  empowered  to  issue  his  Warrant  to  some  Meeting  of 
principal  Inhabitant  of  each  of  the  said  Parishes,  requir-  ^'''^  Parishes, 
ing  them   to   Notify    and    Warn  the    Inhabitants    of  the 
Parishes  to  which  they  respectively  belong,  to  meet  at 
such  Time  and  Place  in  each  of  the  said  Parishes  as  by 
such  Warrants  shall  be  duly  specified,  and  then  and  there 
choose  such  Officers  as  may  be  necessary  to  manage  the 
Affairs    of    the    said    Parishes    respectively.       And    the 
Inhabitants  qualified  b}^  Law  to  vote,  being  so  assembled, 
shall  be  and  hereby  are  empowered  to  choose  such  Officers 
in  their  respective  Parishes  accordingly. 

July  1,1782. 
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[May  Session,  ch.  8.] 

AN  ACT  FOR  ERECTING  A  DISTRICT  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  ESSEX, 

BY  THE  NAME  OF  LYNNFIELD.  ; 

WJtereas  the  Inhabitants  of  the  North  Parish  in  the  \ 
Tovjn  of  Lynn  labour  under  great  Inconveniences  and 
Difficulties  by  Reason  of  their  Distance  from  and  difficult 
Access  to  the  usual  Place  of  Meeting  to  transact  Toivn 
Business,  and  many  other  great  Disadvantages ,  and  have 
requested  this  Court  that  they  may  be  incorporated  into  a 
District,  with  all  the  Privileges  of  a  Town,  that  of  send- 
ing a  Representative  to  the  General  Court  excepted  : 

Be  it   therefore    enacted  by  the  Senate   and  House  of 
Representatives  in  General  Cornet  assembled,  and  by  the 
Authority  of  the  same.  That  the  said  North  Parish  and  all 
that  Tract  of  Land  included  within  the  same  and  divided 
from  the  Town  of  lynn,  by  the  Line  and  Boundary  fol- 
lowing, viz.     Beginning  at  Sawgust  River,  near  a  White 
Oak  Tree  in  Jonathan  Tarble's  lower  Field,  near  the  Cant 
of  the    River    which    is   the  Line    between    Jefferds  and 
Printouts  Farms,  and    running  Eastwardly    to    Land  of 
Benjamin  Riddon ;  thence  turning  by  e/o7i?i  Pool's  Land 
•  as  the  Wall  runs,  to  a  great  Rock  by  the  Side  of  the  Hill ; 
thence  Southeasterly  to  Josmh  Newhall,  Southwest  Cor- 
ner bound,  adjoining  to  the  Town  Wall,  so  called  ;  thence 
running  Southeasterly  to  Andreiv  Mansfield,  Southwest 
Corner  bound  at  the  Wall ;  thence  running  as  the  Wall 
runs  to  the  South  East  Corner  of  Jb/<«  Lyndsefs  Orchard  ; 
thence  Northerly  as  the  Wall  runs  to  the  Road  that  leads 
from  Reading   to  Salem;  thence   Easterly    as  the  Road 
runs  to  Danvers  Line,  be,  and  hereby  is  incorporated  into 
a  District,  by  the  Name  of  Lynnfield ;  and  that  the  said 
District  be,  and  hereby  is  invested  with  all  the  Powers, 
Privileges  and   Immunities  that  Towns  in  this  Common- 
wealth do  or  may  enjoy,  that  of  sending  a  Representative 
to  the   General    Assembly    only  excepted  ;  and  that  the 
Inhabitants  of  said  District  shall  have  Liberty  from  Time 
to  Time  to  join  with  the  Town  of  Lynn    in  choosing  a 
Representative,  and    shall  be    notified  of  the    Time   and 
Place  of  Election  in  like  Manner  with  the  Inhabitants  of 
said  Town  of  Lynn,  by  a  Warrant  from  the  Selectmen  of 
said  Town,  directed  to  a  Constable  or  Constables  of  said 
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District,  requiring  him  or  them  to  warn  the  Inhabitants 
to  attend  the  Meeting  at  the  Time  and  Place  assigned, 
which  Warrant  shall  be  seasonably  returned  by  said  Con- 
stable or  Constables,  and  the  Representative  may  be 
chosen  indifferently  from  said  Town  or  District ;  the  Pay 
or  Allowance  to  be  borne  by  the  Town  and  District,  in 
Proportion  as  they  shall  from  Time  to  Time  pay  to  the 
State  Tax. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  John  Flagg,  Esquire,  •^hnFiagg, 
he  and   he   is  hereby  empowered  to   issue  his  Warrant  ered'to  caii  a 
directed  to  some  principal  Inhabitant  within  said  District,  thrinlfabitanta. 
requiring  him  to  warn   the  Inhabitants   of  said  District 
qualified  to  vote  in  Town  Affairs,  to   assemble  at  some 
suitable  Time  and  Place  in  said  District,  to  choose  such 
Officers  as  Towns  and  Districts  by  Law  are  required  to 
choose  in  the  Month  of  March  annually. 

Provided  nevertheless,  The  Inhabitants  of  said  District  Proviso, 
shall  pay  their  puoportionable  Part  of  all  such  Town, 
County  and  State  Taxes  as  are  already  assessed  by  said 
Town,  and  their  proportionable  Part  of  all  pM)lic  Debts 
and  Charges  due  from  said  Town,  and  towards  the  Sup- 
port of  the  Poor  of  said  Town,  till  the  close  of  the  War, 
and  at  the  close  of  the  present  War  contribute  towards 
the  Support  of  the  Poor  of  said  Town  and  District,  accord- 
ing to  an  Agreement  made  between  said  Town  and  Dis- 
trict in  that  Behalf  on  the  Nineteenth  Day  of  June,  Anno 
Domini  one  Thousand  seven  Hundred  and  Eighty-two. 

Provided  lil-ewise.  That  said  District  give  up  all  their  Proviso. 
Right  in  an}^  of  the  Town's  Privileges  lying  and  being  in 
the  other  Part  of  the  Town,  except  that  of  joining  with 
them  in  the  Choice  of  a  Representative  as  aforesaid. 

Julys,  1782. 
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[May  Session,  ch.  9.] 
AN   ACT  AGAINST  BLASPHEMY.  CkaV.    8 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  Authority  of 
the  same.  That  if  any  Person  shall  wilfully  blaspheme  the  Persons  con- 
Holy  Name  of  (JOD,  l)y  denying,  cursing,  or  contume-  Bias^phemy. 
liously  reproaching  GOD,  his  Creation,  Government,  or 
final  Judging  of  the  AYorld,  or  by  cursing,  or  reproaching 
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JESUS  CHRIST,  or  the  HOLY  GHOST,  or  by  cursing 
or  contumeliously  reproaching  the  Holy  Word  of  GOD, 
that  is,  the  Canonical  Scriptures  contained  in  the  Books 
of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments,  or  by  exposing  them,  or 
any  Part  of  them,  to  contempt  and  ridicule  ;  which  Books 
are  as  follows,  Genesis,  Exodus,  Leviticus,  JViimbei^s, 
Deuteronomy,  Joshua,  Judges,  Ruth,  /Samuel,  Samuel, 
Kings,  Kings,  Chronicles,  Chronicles,  Ezra,  Nehemiah 
Esther,  Job,  Psalms,  Proverbs,  Ecclesiastes,  the  Song  of 
Solomon,  Isaiah,  Jeremiah,  Eamentations,  Ezehiel,  Dan- 
iel, Hosea,  Joel,  Amos,  Obadiah,  Jonah,  Micah,  Nalium, 
Habakkuk,  Zephaniah,  Haggai,  Zachariah,  Malachai, 
Mattheiv,  Marh,  Luke,  John,  Ads,  Romans,  Corinthians, 
Corinthians,  Galations,  Ephesians,  Philijnans,  Colos- 
sions,  Thessalonians,  Thessalonians,  Timothy,  Timothy, 
Titus,  Philemon,  Hebrews,  James,  Peter,  Peter,  John, 
John,  John,  Jude,  Revelations,  ever}^  Person  so  offending, 
How  punished,  shall  be  punished  by  Imprisonment  not  exceeding  Twelve 
Months,  by  sitting  in  the  Pillory,  by  Whipping,  or  by 
sitting  on  the  Gallows,  with  a  R<^^e.jiIi£iJittheNeck,  or 
binding  to  the  good  Behaviour,  at  the  Disci^eTTon  of  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court  before  whom  the  Conviction  may 
be,  according  to  the  Aggravation  of  the  Oflence. 

Julys,  1782. 
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[May  Session,  ch.  10.] 

AN   ACT   ESTABLISHING   A    SUPREME   JUDICIAL  COURT    WITHIN 
THE   COMMONWEALTH. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  Authority  of 
the  same.  That  there  shall  be  a  Supreme  Judicial  Court 
within  this  Commonwealth,  to  be. held  and  kept  at  the 
several  Times  and  Places  by  Law  appointed,  by~one^ 
Chief  Justice  and  four  ofHeTrTustices,  each  of  whom 
shall  be  an  Inhabitant  of  this  Commonwealth,  of  Sobiiety 
of  Manners  and  learned  in  the  Law,  to  be  appointed  and 
commissioned  as  is  by  the  Constitution  provided  ;  and 
they,  or  any  three  of  them,  shall  be  a  Court  and  have 
Cognizance  of  Pleas  real,  personal  and  mixed  ;  and  of  all 
civil  Actions  between  Party  and  Party,  and  between  the 
Commonwealth  and  any  of  the  Subjects  thereof,  whether 
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the  same  do  concern  the  Realty  and  relate  to  Right  of 
Freehold,  Inheritance  or  Possession  ;  whether  the  same 
do  concern  the  Personalty  and  relate  to  any  Matter  of 
Debt,  Contract,  Damuoje,  or  personal  Injury  ;  and  also 
all  mixed  Actions  Avhich  do  concern  the  Realt}^  and  Per- 
sonalty brought  legally  before  the  same  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  by  Appeal,  Review,  Writ  of  Error,  or  otherwise  : 
and  in  all  such  Actions,  real,  personal  and  mixed,  to  give 
such  Judgment  and  award  such  Execution  as  the  common 
Rules  of  Justice  and  Laws  of  this  Commonwealth  shall 
direct ;  and  shall  take  Cognizance  of  all  capital  and 
other  Oft'ences  and  Misdemeanors  whatsoever,  of  a  public 
Nature,  tending  either  to  a  Breach  of  the  Peace,  or  the 
Oppression  of  the  Subject,  or  raising  of  Faction,  Con- 
troversy, or  Debate,  to  any  Manner  of  Misgovernment ; 
and  of  every  Crime  whatsoever  that  is  against  the  Public 
Good;  and  shall,  by  Virtue  of  their  Office,  be  severally 
Conservators  of  the  Peace  throughout  the  Commonwealth. 
And  upon  all  Persons  duly  and  legally  convicted  before 
the  said  Court  of  Crimes,  Offences,  or  MisdeiKfeanors,  to 
inflict  such  Punishment  as  by  the  Laws  of  the  Common- 
wealth is  provided.  And  in  Case  of  legal  Conviction, 
where  no  Punishment  by  Statute  Law  is  provided,  then 
the  said  Court  shall  punish"  the  Person  so  convicted,  and 
according  to  the  common  Usage  and  Practice  within  this 
Commonwealth,  not  repugnant  to  the  Constitution,  accord- 
ing to  the  Nature  of  the  Ofi'ence. 

A.nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  same  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  may  by  Certiorari  or  other  legal  Methods, 
cause  to  be  brought  before  them  as  well  Indictments  or 
other  criminal  Prosecutions  pending  in,  as  the  Records 
of  Sentences,  Orders,  Decrees  and  Judgments  of  any 
Court  of  inferior  criminal  Jurisdiction,  and  to  proceed, 
order  and  award  thereon,  as  shall  be  by  Law  provided 
and  directed.  And  the  said  Supreme  Judicial  Court  is 
empowered  to  impose  and  administer  all  Oaths,  as  well 
those  that  are  necessary  for  promoting  Justice  between 
Party  and  Party,  as  those  necessary  to  the  Conviction 
and  Punishment  of  Ofienders  ;  and  to  punish  at  the  rea- 
sonable Discretion  of  the  Court,  all  contempts  committed 
against  the  Authority'  of  the  same  :  And  the  said  Court 
shall  have  Power  to  issue  all  Writs  of  Prohibition  and 
Mandamus,   accordinir  to  the  Law^  of  the  Land,  to  all 
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Courts  of  inferior  Judiciary  Powers,  and  all  Processes 
necessary  to  the  furtherance  of  Justice,  and  the  regular 
Execution  of  the  Laws. 

And  it  isfurthey^  enacted.,  That  all  Writs  and  Processes 
of  the  same  Court,  shall  be  in  the  Name  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts,  bear  Test  of  the  first  Justice 
who  is  not  a  Party  to  the  Suit,  and  shall  be  under  the 
Seal  of  the  same  Court,  and  signed  by  the  Clerk. 

And  it  is  further  enacted.  That  the  same  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  shall  and  may  from  Time  to  Time,  make, 
record  and  establish  all  such  Rules  and  Regulations  with 
respect  to  the  Admission  of  Attornies,  ordinarily  practic- 
ing in  the  said  Court,  and  the  creating  of  Barristers  at 
Law,  and  all  other  Rules  respecting  Modes  of  Trial,  and 
the  Conduct  of  Business,  as  the  Discretion  of  the  same 
Court  shall  dictate.  Provided  always,  That  such  Rules 
and  Regulations  be  not  repugnant  to  the  Laws  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

And  it  is  further  enacted,  That  the  Justices  of  the  said 
Supreme  Judicial  Court  or  an}"  Three  of  them  shall  be 
empowered  to  adjourn  the  same  Court  from  Time  to 
Time,  as  may  be  necessary  to  the  Public  Good.  And 
when  it  shall  so  happen  that  any  of  the  Justices  of  the 
said  Court  shall  providentially  be  detained  from  attending 
at  the  Time  when  the  same  Court  by  Law,  or  by  any 
previous  Adjournment  is  to  be  held,  by  Means  whereof 
there  cannot  be  a  competent  Court,  any  two  Justices  of 
the  same  Court  may  by  AVrit  under  their  Hands  and  Seals 
adjourn  the  same  Court  to  such  further  Day  as  shall  be 
expressed  in  the  same  Writ,  and  the  Sheriff  of  the  County 
or  his  Deputy  shall  read  such  Writ  audibly  in  the  Court 
House  or  Place  where  the  Court  was  to  be  holden,  and 
post  up  an  attested  Copy  thereof  in  some  public  and 
conspicuous  Place  there,  and  shall  cause  Publication  to 
1)6  made  of  the  same  in  some  other  of  the  most  public 
Places  in  the  County.  And  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  shall  from  Time  to  Time  appoint  a  Clerk 
or  Clerks  to  attend  said  Court,  and  to  Record  the  Pro- 
ceedings thereof,  and  to  do  all  other  Things  which  shall 
be  by  Law  their  Duty  to  do,  which  Clerk  or  Clerks 
shall  be  duly  sworn  to  the  faithful  Performance  of  their 
Office,  and  shall  hold  the  same  during  the  Pleasure  of  the 
said  Court.  Juhj  5,  1782. 
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[May  Session,  ch.  11.] 

AN  ACT  DIRECTING  THE  APPRAISEMENT  OF  CERTAIN  ARTICLES    (Jhan    10 
OF  PERSONAL  ESTATE   WHEN   TAKEN,   TO   SATISFY   EXECU-  ^  ' 

TIONS  AT  THE  SUIT  OF  ANY  PRIVATE  PERSON  OR   PERSONS. 

Whereas  in  order  to  carry  on  the  present  War  and  I'^'en^i^'e- 
defray  the  necessary  Charges  thereof,  large  Demands  for 
Money  are  from  Time  to  Time  made  upon  the  good  People 
of  this  OommomceaUh,  by  Reason  ichereof  7nany  Persons 
possessed  of  a  Surplus  of  the  Necessaries  of  Life  have 
been  unable  to  satisfy  in  Money  the  Contents  of  Executions 
obtained  against  them,  and  their  Property  taken  to  satisfy 
such  Executions  has  been  sold  for  that  Purpose  at  a  Hate 
far  less  than  its  Value: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the   Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
Authority  of  the  same,  That  in  all  Cases  where  any  Person  Persons  having 
against  Avhom  Execution  has  issued  at  the  Suit  of  any  iJuedmay 
private  Person,  shall  shew  to  the  Officer  serving  the  same  tmcers  certain 
Neat  Cattle,  Sheep,  Swine,  Flour,  any  Kind  of  Grain,  or  ^'lices. 
Merchantable  Pine  Boards  of  his  own  Property,  for  Satis- 
faction of  such  Execution,  such  Officer  shall  receive  such  officers  to 

'  ^         _  ^  cause  an 

Personal  Estate,  and  cause  three  indift'erent  discreet  Men,  Appraisement 
l)eing  Freeholders  in  the  same  County,  one  to  be  chosen 
by  the  Creditor  or  Creditors,  another  by  the  Debtor  or 
Debtors,  and  the  third  by  the  Officer  serving  the  same  ; 
(and  in  Case  either  Party  shall  neglect  the  Choice,  the  in  case  of 
same  to  be  made  by  the  said  Officer)   to  appraise  such    ®^®'^'"" 
Personal  Estate  to  satisfy  the  Execution  with  all  Fees, 
and  set  out  such  Personal  Estate  for  that  Purpose  ;  and 
the  Sheriff  or  other  Officer  shall  at  the  Place  of  Appraise- 
ment deliver  the  same  to  the  Creditor  or  Creditors,  his  or 
their  Attorney  in  Satisfaction   of  the   same    Execution. 
And  the  Persons  so  appointed   shall    previous  to  their  Persons 
making   the    Appraisement   before   some  Justice  of  the  fike  an  oath. 
Peace  of  the  same  Count3^  or  the  Town  Clerk  in  such 
Towns    where   there    is    no   Justice,  take  the    following 
Oath,  viz. 

YOU  A.  B.  solemnly  Swear,  that  in  Appraiseing  the  Form  of  the 
Personal  Estate  taken  to  satisfy  the  Execution  of  C.  D. 
against  E,  T.  you  will  govern  yourselves  l)y  the  general 
Rates  at  which  Personal  Estate  of  the  same  Kind  has  of 
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late  been  sold  for  the  ready  Money  in  this  Part  of  the 
Countiy ;  and  that  you  will  therein  Act  faithfully  and 
impartially,  according  to  your  best  Skill  and  Judgment. 
So  help  you  GOD. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid, 
That  where  any  Creditor  shall  have  commenced  an  Action 
before  the  passing  this  Act,  and  shall  be  unwilling  to 
receive  in  Discharge  of  his  Demand,  such  Personal  Estate 
as  is  herein  specified,  every  such  Action  shall,  if  requested 
by  the  Plaintiif,  be  continued  from  Term  to  Term,  pro- 
vided the  same  be  not  continued  more  than  one  Year,  and 
it  be  done  without  Charge  to  the  Defendant. 

This  Act  to  continue  and  be  in  Force  until  the  First 
Day  of  July,  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  one  Thousand  seven 
Hundred  and  Eiohty-three  and  no  lonoer.  ' 

July  3,  1782. 
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[May  Session,  ch.  12.] 
AN  ACT  ESTABLISHING  COURTS  OF  COMMON  PLEAS. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  asse7nbled,  and  by  the  Authority  of 
the  same.  That  there  shall  be  held  and  kept  within  each 
County  of  this  Commonwealth,  at  the-Sisiea^jaild-^laces^ 
by  Law  appointed,  a  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  by  four 
substantial,  discreet  and  learned  Persons,  each  of  whom 
to  be  an  Inhabitant  of  the  County  wherein  he  shall  be  • 
appointed  ;  which  Persons  shall  be  appointed  and  commis- 
sioned by  the  Governor,  as  is  provided  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  they,  or  any  three  of  them,  shall  be  a  Court, 
and  have  Cognizance  of  all  Civil  Actions  of  the  Value  of 
more  than  forty  Shillings,  arising  or  happening  within 
their  County,  triable  by  Common  or  Statute  Law  of  what 
Nature  or  Species  soever  the  same  may  be,  and  shall  be 
fully  empowered,  when  qualified  as  the  Constitution 
directs,  to  give  Judgment  and  award  Execution  accord- 
ingly, and  to  administer  all  necessary  Oaths,  and  to  do 
and  order  whatsoever  ])y  the  Constitution  and  Laws  shall 
be  their  Duty  to  do.  And  all  Writs  and  Processes  issuing 
from  the  several  Courts  of  Common  Pleas,  shall  be  in  the 
Name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  bear  Test 
of  the  first  Justice  who  is  not  a  Party,  and  be  under  the 
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Seal  of  the  Court,  and  signed  by  the  Clerk  thereof,  and 
shall  have  force,  be  obeyed  and  executed  in  every  County 
within  the  Commonwealth.     And  all  Original  Processes  And  to  be 
in  the  said  Courts  shall  be  Summon  Capias  or  Attachment,  Sap^g^or 
which  shall  be  served  and  executed  fourteen  Days  before  attachment, 
the  Day  of  the  Sitting  of  the  Court  whereinto  they  are 
returnable. 

A}id  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  Party  aggrieved  at  Parties  ag- 
the  Judgment  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  upon  any  fpplait"fbe 
Action,    may    appeal   therefrom    to    the    next    Supreme  judi^Trcourt. 
Judicial  Court  to  be  held  within  or  for  the  same  County; 
and  the  Party  so  appealing,  before  his  Appeal  shall  be 
allowed,  shall  recognize  to  the  adverse  Party  in  a  reason- 
able Sum  to  prosecute  his  Appeal  with  Elfect,  and  to  pay 
all  intervening  Damages  and  Cost ;  and  no  Execution  shall 
be  issued  by  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  upon  the  Judg- 
ment appealed  from. 

And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  Appellant  shall  produce  at  Appellants  to 

i  I    .  t^  .  produce  at- 

the  Court  appealed  to,  attested  Copies  of  the  Writ,  Judg-  tested  copies 
ment,  and  all  Papers  and  Evidence  filed  in  th^/^ase  at  the 
Common  Pleas  ;  and  if  any  Appellant    shall    neglect  to  i^pon  neglect 
produce  such  Copies,  or  shall  fail  to  prosecute  his  Appeal,  TanL— ^''^ 
the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  shall,  upon  Complaint  there- 
of, made  by  the  Appellee,  affirm  the  former  Judgment 
with  additional  Damages  and  Cost.     And  the  Justices  of  Justicesto 
the  said  Court  of  Common  Pleas  shall  have  Power  from  sary  Rules 
Time  to  Time  to  make  and  establish  all  necessary  Rules 
for  the  orderly  conducting  of  Business  in  the  same  Court, 
provided  such  Rules  are  not  repugnant  to  the  Law^s  of 
the  Commojiwealth,  or  to  those  Rules  established  by  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court. 

And  it  is  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid. 
That   the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  shall  have  Power   to  The  said 
adjourn  the  same  from  Time  to  Time,  as  may  be  neces-  power't'o  ^^^ 
sary  for  the  public  Good.     And  when  it  shall  so  happen  '*'*J°"™- 
that   any    of  the   Justices  of  the    said    Court    shall    be 
deceased,  or  shall  be  providentialh"  detained  from  attend- 
ing at  the  Time  and  Place  at  which  said  Court  by  Law, 
or  by  any  previous  Adjournment  was  to  have  been  held, 
by  Means  whereof  there  cannot  be  more  than  two  of  the 
said  Justices  present,  then  in  such  Case  any  two  of  the  i^Case. 
Justices   of  the  same  Court    being    there    present,    shall 
by  Writ  under  their  Hands  and  Seal,  adjourn  the  same 
Court  unto  a  further  Day,  expressed  in  such  Writ ;  and 
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the  Sherirt'  of  the  County,  or  his  Deputy,  shall  read  the 
same  Writ  in  the  Court  House  or  Place  where  such 
Court  was  to  have  been  holden,  and  shall  place  an 
attested  Copy  of  the  same  Writ  up  in  some  public  and 
conspicuous  Place  there,  and  shall  cause  Publication 
thereof  to  be  made  in  some  other  of  the  most  public 
The  Justices      piaces  in  the  County.     And  the  Justices  of  the  said  Court 

empowered  to  J  _  , 

appoint  a  cierii.  of  Couimou  Plcas  sliall  liavc  Power  from  Time  to  Tune  to 
appoint  a  Clerk  to  attend  them,    and  record  their  Pro- 

said  Clerk  to  be  cecdiugs ;  wliich  Clerk  shall  be  under  Oath  to  the  faithful 
Performance  of  the  Duties  of  his  Office,  and  shall  hold 
his  office  during  the  Pleasure  of  the  said  Court. 

The  Time  j^^^i  n  {g  further  enacted,  That  the  Petit  Jurors  in  the 

for  the  Petit  ,        -^  i      n  •  c      i  -r»  i     /^  /• 

Jurors  to  give  Court  ot  Crcneral  Sessions  ot  the  Peace  and  Court  oi 
ance.  °  Common  Pleas,  to  be  held  within  and  for  the  County  of 
Suffolk,  shall  not  be  obliged  to  give  their  Attendance 
until  the  second  Tuesday  of  said  Court's  Sitting ;  and  at 
the  said  Courts  to  be  held  in  all  other  Counties,  upon  the 
second  Day  of  the  said  Courts  sitting,  and  Venires  shall 
be  issued  accordingly. 
No  Action  to  be      j^^^  ^i  {g  ^igg  enacted.  That  no  Action  shall  be  entered 

entered  alter  '  /»  t-^  /»      i 

the  first  Day  of  at  any  Court  of  Common  Pleas  after  the  first  Day  of  the 
said  Court.        sitting  thcrcof ;  and  all  Pleas  in  Abatement  to  the  Writ, 
and  Demurrers  to  Declarations  shall  be  made,  signed,  and 
tiled  before  the  Jury  is  impannelled. 
Proviso.  Provided  nevertheless,  That  where   by    any   inevitable 

Misfortune  or  Accident,  the  Plaintiff  shall  be  prevented 
from  entering  his  Action  upon  the  first  Day  of  the 
Courts  sitting,  he  may,  upon  making  the  same  appear  to 
the  Court,  enter  his  Action  at  any  Time  before  Judgment 
is  given  for  Cost  to  the  Defendant.  July  3,  1782. 


Chap.  12 
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[May  Session,  ch.  13.] 

AN  ACT  FOR  THE  BETTER  REGULATION  OF  THE  TREASURY  OF 
THIS  COMMONWEALTH;  AND  FOR  APPOINTING  AN  ASSIST- 
ANT-TREASURER. 

Preamble.  Whereas  a  full  and  complete  Settlement  with  the  Treas- 

urer of  this  Commonwealth  hath  become  absolutely  7ieces- 
sary  to  be  effected  as  soon  as  may  be:  And  whereas  also 
the  Depreciation  and  uncertain  Value  of  Paper  Money, 
and  the  various  Modes  of  supply inij  and  paying  the  Army, 
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and  the  peculiar  Difficulties  attending  our  public . Affairs, 
have  so  embarrassed,  the  Treasury,  and  perplexed  the 
Accounts  apj)ertaini7ig  to  that  Office,  that  it  is  noiu  become 
impracticable  for  the  Treasurer,  loithout  further  Assistance, 
toperform  the  ordinary  Business  of  the  said  Office,  and  at 
the  same  Time  pay  due  Attention  to  the  Accounts  and 
Settlement  aforesaid: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  Authority  of 
the  same.  That  some  skilful  Accountant  of  this  Common-  i^esistani- 

1111  ^•  r"      1     c  A^  -r\        •  c  •       •  i         Ireasurerby 

wealth,  duly  qualmed  tor  the  Busniess  or  assistmg  the  whom  elected. 
said  Treasurer,  be,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives immediately  chosen  and  appointed  Assistant  to  the 
Treasurer  aforesaid,  and  so  to  continue  until  the  First  Day  to  continue  for 
of  June,  which  shall  be  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  One  °°®  ^^'*''" 
Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Eighty-three,  unless  other- 
wise ordered  by  the  General  Court :  And  the  said  Assist-  His  Duty. 
ant  Treasurer  being  appointed  to  and  duly  qualified  for 
the  said  Office,  shall  attend  solely  to  the  Receipt  and 
Payment  of  Monies  arising  b}^  Virtue  of  the  L1f\vs  laying 
certain  Duties  of  Excise  on  certain  Articles  therein  men- 
tioned, and  to  Taxes  granted  after  the  First  Day  oi  March 
last,  and  in  all  Things  touching  the  same,  perform  the 
Office  of  Treasurer  of  the  said  Commonwealth,  during 
the  Term  aforesaid  :  And  the  said  Assistant  Treasurer 
shall  open  new  Books,  and  during  the  Term  aforesaid,  the 
same  shall  keep,  and  the  Accounts  enter  therein,  in  such 
regular  and  perspicuous  Methods  as  shall  be  approved  by 
such  Committee  as  the  General  Court  shall  from  Time  to 
Time  appoint ;  and  on  the  first  Thursday  of  every  Session 
of  the  General  Court,  shall  lay  before  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives a  brief  and  intelligible  Account  of  all  Monies 
by  him  received,  paid,  negotiated  or  discounted  in  the 
said  Office,  not  before  exhibited  to  said  House  ;  and  all 
Books  and  Accounts  of  the  Treasury  shall  be  open  to  the 
Inspection  of  the  aforesaid  Committee  ;  and  the  Officers 
of  the  Treasury  shall  pay  due  Attention  to  all  their 
reasonable  Requests  and  Demands  touching  the  State  and 
Condition  of  the  same. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid,  Hon.  Treasurer 
That  the  honorable  Henry    Gardner,  Esq  ;  Treasurer  of  enforce  the 
this  Commonwealth,  shall  proceed  in  the  most  expeditious  TaxlTs!" 
Manner  to  enforce  the  Payment  of  Taxes  granted  before 
the  First  Day  of  March  last,  upon  w  hich  Execution  is  not 
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already  ordered,  agreeable  to  the  Acts  and  Resolves  of 
the  General  Court  for  that  Purpose,  and  that  he  give 
Notice  thereof  in  the  usual  Manner ;  and  that  he  also  in 
8^e°curitie8'to^be''  Mauuer  aforcsaid,  request  all  Persons  having  Notes  or 
consolidated.  pubHc  Sccuritics  against  this  Commonwealth,  to  be  con- 
solidated, except  the  Depreciation  Notes  payable  in  the 
Year  One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Eighty-three  and 
the  succeeding  Years,  that  they  bring  in  the  same  on  or 
before  the  First  Day  of  October  next,  to  be  by  him  con- 
solidated ;  and  that  he  diligently  attend  to  every  public 
Matter  and  Thing  pertaining  to  his  said  Office  of  Treas- 
urer, except  such  Matters  as  by  this  Act  are  directed  to 
be  done  and  transacted  by  the  Assistant  Treasurer,  that 
he  may  facilitate  and  hasten  a  Settlement  of  all  his  public 
Accounts  in  Manner  aforesaid. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid, 
Trels^urer  to  That  Said  Assistaiit  Treasurer,  before  he  enter  on  the 
give  Bonds  to     Exccution    of    the    Duties    hereby   assio;ned    him,    shall 

the  Secretary  of  ir^  f       ^   •        r^  11 

this  Common-  bccomc  bouud  to  the  secretary  oi  this  Commonwealth 
in  the  Sum  of  Thirty  Thousand  Pounds,  with  at  least 
two  sufficient  Sureties,  for  the  faithful   Performance   of 

To  take  the  the  Trust  Committed  to  him  ;  and  shall  take  the  Oaths 
and  make  and  subscribe  the  Declaration  prescribed  by 
the  Constitution  to  be  taken,  made  and  subscribed,  by  the 
executive  Officers  of  this  Commonwealth. 

July  8,1782. 
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[May  Session,  ch.  14.] 

Chart    IS  ^^   ^^'^  ^^  ADDITION   unto   an  act  INTITLED,   "AN  ACT  FOR 
"'  LAYING  CERTAIN  DUTIES  OF  EXCISE  ON  CERTAIN  ARTICLES 

THEREIN  MENTIONED,  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  OF  PAYING  THE 
INTEREST  ON  GOVERNMENT  SECURITIES;"  AND  FOR  ALTER- 
ING ANOTHER  ACT,  INTITLED,  "AN  ACT  IN  ADDITION  UNTO, 
AND  FOR  AMENDING  AND  EXPLAINING  THE  ACT  MADE  IN 
THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY- 
ONE,  LAYING  CERTAIN  DUTIES  OF  EXCISE  ON  CERTAIN 
ARTICLES  THEREIN  MENTIONED,  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  OF 
PAYING  THE  INTEREST   ON    GOVERNMENT   SECURITIES." 

Preamble.  Wlcereas  by  the  former  Act  the  Assessors  of  the  several 

Towns  and  Plantatiotis  within  this  Commomoealth  are 
directed  to  return  under  Oath,  a  List  of  all  Carriages 
therein  mentioned  within  their  respective  Towns  or  Plan- 
tations, with  the  JVames  of  the  several  Otvners  or  Pos- 
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ses.sors  of  the  same,  to  the  Collectors  of  their  respective 
Counties,  within  three  Months  after  the  Tenth  Day  of 
December  annualli/ ;  hut  no  Penalty  is  provided  in  Case 
of  Necjlect :    The  re  tore , 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  Authority  of  the 
same,  That  if  the  Assessors  of  any  Town  or  Plantation  Assessors 
aforesaid,  shall  for  the  Space  of  one  JMonth  neglect  the  Duty? '"^ '  ^"^"^ 
due  Performance  of  their  Diit^^  as  directed  and  enjoined 
upon  them  in  the  said  former  Act,  the  Assessors  of  such 
Town  or  Plantation  so  neglecting  their  Duty,  shall  forfeit  Penalty. 
a  Sum  not  less  than  Twenty  Pounds,  nor  more  than  Two 
Hundred  Pounds  for  the  Use  of  this  Commonwealth,  to 
be  recovered  by  Action  or  Complaint  in  any  Court  proper 
to  try  the  same. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  Collectors  be,  collectors  to 
and  herel)y  are  empowered  to  demand,  sue  for,  and  recover  the  Penalties. 
the  Penalties  aforesaid  ;  and  the  said  Collectors  are  hereby  theV°eaTurer 
severally  directed  and  required  to  render  an  Account  of,  maf^TMivr.^ 
and  pay  in  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  all 
Sums  which  they  may  respectively  recover  anV  receive  in 
Consequence  of  this  Act,  in  the  same  Manner  as  they  are 
directed  to  render  an  Account  of  and  pay  in  the  Duties 
mentioned  in  said  Acts. 

Whereas  by  the  latter  of  said  Acts  it  is  enacted,  that  the 
Collector  of  JExcise,  either  by  himself  or  his  Deputy,  shall 
keep  an  Office  in  each  Sea  Pgrt  Town  within  his  County, 
where  he  or  his  Deputy  shall  give  his  Attendance  from 
j^ine  in  the  Morning  to  Twelve  at  JVoon,  on  every 
Thursday,  to  grant  Permits,  receive  Entries,  and  give 
C^■rtificat^'S,*  cGc.  which  in  many  Counties  is  found  not 
only  to  be  inconvenient  but  burdensome  and  unnecessary : 
Therefore, 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid.  That 
the  Collectors  of  P^xcise  aforesaid  (excepting  such  as  are  collectors  of 
or  may  be  appointed  for  the  Counties  of  Suffolk  and  Essex)  ing'^fo'r' suffoiL 
shall  not  be  held  or  obliged  either  by  themselves  or  their  ■''nd  Essex,  &c. 
Deputies  to  keep  Offices  in  more  than  two  Sea  Port  Towns 
within  their  several  and  respective  Counties  for  the  Pur- 
poses aforesaid  ;  any  Thing  in  the  last  mentioned  Act  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court  that  the  Assessors  for 
the  last   Year  of  divers  Toimis  and  Plantations  afxresaid, 
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Collectors 
directed  to  give 
Notice  to 
AwBeseors  of 
the  Delinquency 
of  their  Prede- 
cessors; and 
the  Assessors 
who  shall 
receive  Notice, 
are  required 
within  three 
Months  from 
said  July,  1782, 
to  return,  under 
Oath,  a  List  of 
Oarriages,  &<:. 


In  Case  of 
Neglect. 


have  failed  in  iiuiking proper  Returns  to  the  Collectors  of 
Excise  for  their  several  and  respective  Counties,  of  the 
Carriages  mentioned  in  the  former  of  said  Acts,  in  Con- 
sequence of  ichich  the  Commonivealth  may  he  defrauded  of 
the  Duties  on  divers  Articles,  unless  some  Remedy  is  pro- 
vided: Therefore, 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid.  That 
the  said  Collectors  be,  and  hereby  are  severally  directed 
forthwith  to  give  Notice  to  the  present  Assessors  of  the 
several  Towns  and  Plantations  within  their  Counties 
respectively,  of  the  Delinquency  of  their  Predecessors  in 
all  Instances  wherein  such  Delinquenc}'  has  taken  Place. 
And  the  present  Assessors  of  such  Towns  and  Plantations 
as  shall  receive  seasonable  Notice  from  the  Collectors  of 
their  respective  Counties,  of  the  Delinquency  of  their 
Predecessors,  be  and  hereby  are  directed  and  required, 
within  the  Space  of  three  INIonths  from  the  First  Day  of 
July  One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Eighty-two,  to 
return,  under  Oath,  a  List  of  all  such  Carriages,  with  the 
Names  of  the  Owners  or  Possessors  of  the  same,  to  the 
Collectors  of  their  respective  Counties  as  the  respective 
Predecessors  of  such  Assessors  were  directed  to  make 
within  three  Months  after  the  Tenth  Day  of  December 
last,  by  the  former  of  said  Acts  ;  and  the  present  Assess- 
ors, in  such  Cases,  are  directed  to  observe  the  Rules 
prescribed  for  the  Conduct  of  Assessors  in  making  annual 
Returns  of  the  same  Articles. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid. 
That  if  the  present  Assessors  of  any  of  said  Towns  or 
Plantations  ( who  shall  be  notified  as  aforesaid  of  the 
Delinquency  of  their  Predecessors  in  returning  a  List  of 
Carriages  agreeable  to  the  Directions  in  the  former  of 
said  Acts)  shall  neglect  the  due  Performance  of  their 
Duty  enjoined  upon  them  by  this  Act,  in  Consequence  of 
such  Notice,  they  shall  be  liable  to  the  same  Penalties  and 
Forfeitures  as  are  before  provided  by  this  Act  in  Case  of 
a  Neglect  of  the  Assessors  of  any  Town  or  Plantation 
aforesaid,  in  the  due  Performance  of  their  Duty  as 
enjoined  upon  them  by  the  former  of  said  Acts,  which 
shall  be  recovered  by  said  Collectors,  paid  and  applied  in 
Manner  aforesaid.  \  July  3,  1782. 
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1783.  — Chapter  14. 

[May  Session,  ch.  15.] 

AN  ACT  FOR  ESTABLISHING  COURTS  OF  GENERAL  SESSIONS  OF    (Jliai)     14 
THE    PEACE.  ^  * 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Hepremnta- 
tives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  Authority  of 
the  same,  That  there  shall  be  held  in  each  County  in  this  General  ses- 
Coiumonwealth,  at  the   Times   and  Places   by   Law    ap- Peace,  iheir 
pointed,  a  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the   Peace,  by  and  Power" 
the  Justices  of  each  County,  who  are  herein'  impowered 
to  hear  and  determine  all  Matters  relative  to  the  Conser- 
vation of  the  Peace,  and  the  Punishment  of  such  Offences 
as  are  Coo;nizal)le  by  them  at  Common  Law,  or  by  the 
Acts  and  Laws  of  the  Legislature,  and  to  give  Judgment, 
Order,  or  Sentence  thereon,  as  the  Law  directs,  and  to 
award  Execution  accordingly. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  same  Authority ,  That 
the  AVarrants  and  Processes  of  the  said  Court  of  Gen-  warrants  & 
eral  Sessions    of  the    Peace,  for   the   apprehending    and  undeffhe  seai"' 
bringing  to  Trial  any  Person  against  whom  an  Indictment  "f  Jjej ^.y"  he 
is  found,  or  a  Complaint  filed  in  the  same  Court,  for  any  <-''erk. 
Crime  whereof  the  same  Court  hath  Cognizance,  shall  be 
under  the  Seal   of  the   Court,  shall   be   signed   by  their 
Clerk,  and  run  into,  and  be  executed  in  any  County  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

And  be   it  further  enacted.   That  anv  Person   ao-ainst  Appeal  from 

*  *"-  the  oGOtGnce  to 

whom  a  Sentence  shall  be  siven  in  the  Court  of  General  the  supreme 

.1  •  i*     ii         Tj  ^  1     4.1  L'  J.        j.\        Judicial  Court. 

Sessions  or  the  Peace,  may  appeal  thereirom  unto  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court,  then  next  to  be  holden  within  or 
for  the  same  County.  Provided,  That  no  Appeal  shall  Proviso. 
be  granted,  unless  it  be  claimed  at  the  Time  of  declaring 
the  Sentence,  and  unless  the  Appellant  shall,  before  the 
rising  of  the  Court,  recognize  to  the  Commonwealth,  and 
where  by  the  Sentence  a  Forfeiture  accrues  to  a  Subject, 
to  him,  in  a  reasonable  Sum,  with  Surety  or  Sureties,  for 
his  Personal  Appearance,  at  the  Court  appealed  to,  and 
for  the  Prosecution  of  his  Appeal  there  with  Effect,  and 
to  abide  the  Sentence  therein  given,  and  to  keep  the 
Peace,  and  be  of  good  Behaviour  in  the  mean  Time  ;  and 
the  Party  appealing  shall  be  in  Custody  until  he  shall  so 
recognize  :  and  the  Party  appealing  shall  produce  at  the 
Court  appealed  to,  a  Copy  of  the  Sentence  given  against 


Oath. 
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him,  with  a  Copy  of  all  other  Proceedings  had  in  the 
Cause,  and  shall  enter  his  Appeal,  and  pay  all  such  Fees 
in  the  said  Supreme  Court  as  shall  be  by  Law  provided  * 
in  other  Causes  :  And  if  he  shall  fail  in  the  Prosecution 
of  his  Appeal,  or  in  any  of  the  Particulars  beforemen- 
tioned,  his  Kecognizance  shall  be  forfeited ;  and  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court  shall  award  such  Sentence  against 
him,  for  the  Offence  wdiereof  he  is  charged,  as  they  ought 
to  do  in  Case  he  stood  convicted  by  Verdict  of  a  Jury  in 
said  Court ;  and  may  grant  a  Capias  to  bring  him  into 
Court  to  receive  such  Sentence. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid, 
The  Court        That  the  said  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace, 

empowered  to         in,  t  ,  n  r,  .  rn- 

adjourn;  and  to  shaJl  havc  lowcr  to  adjoum  the  same  from  lime  to  imie 
to  be'under  *"  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  Public  Good  ;  and  to  appoint 
a  Clerk  to  attend  said  Court,  and  to  record  the  Proceed- 
ings thereof;  which  Clerk  shall  be  duly  sworn  to  the  Per- 
formance of  the  Duties  of  his  Office  ;  and  shall  hold  the 
same  during  the  Pleasure  of  the  said  Court. 

July  3,  1782. 
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[May  Session,  ch.  16.] 

Char)   15  ^^  ^^^  '^^  remove  the  obstructions,  and  open  passage- 

^  '  WAYS  FOR  THE  FISH  CALLED  ALEWIVES,  SHAD  AND    OTHER 

FISH  UP  NEPONSET  RIVER. 

Preamble.  Whfreas  the   Fish    called  Alewives,  Shad,  and  other 

Fish  which  formerly  used  to  pass  up  the  River  Neponset, 
are  now  diverted  from  their  former  Course,  by  Reason  of 
several  Dams  which  are  made  acr^oss  the  same,  between  the 
Mouth  of  said  River  and  Mashpogg  Pond,  so  called,  and 
other  Ponds  to  which  said  Fish  used  to  go  to  cast  their 
Spawn,  to  the  great  Pisadvantage  of  the  People  living  near 
the  same  River :  For  Remedy  whereof, 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  arid  House  of  Representa- 
tives in   General   Court  assembled,  and  by  the  Authority 
Passage  up  the  of  the  Same,  That  a  sufficient  Passage-Way  for  said  Fish 
foltiafhpog^lnd  to  pass  up  Said  Rivcr  Neponset  to  Mashpogg  Pond  and 
other  Ponds  to    other  Poucls  aforcsaid,  shall  be  made  throuo-h  or  over  each 

be  kept  open  _  '  o 

for  the  Fish  at    and  evcry  of  said  Dams  from  the  Mouth  of  said  River,  to 

"the  Ponds  aforesaid,  in  Manner  following,  that  is  to  say, 

over  the  Dam  to  Milton,  belonging  to  Leeds  and  others, 
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at  the  Southerly  End  thereof,  the  Bottom  or  Bed  of  said 
Piissao-e  Way  to  be  as  low  as  the  Top  of  the  Cap-Sill  of 
^said  Dam,  near  the  Chocolate  and  Saw  Mill  as  it  now 
stands,  and  five  Feet  AVide  :  And  also  a  Passage  Way 
round  or  through  the  Dam  at  the  Honorable  Samuel 
Oxf/oocVs  Powder  Mill  fiv^e  feet  Wide,  and  of  sufficient 
Depth,  Avhere  most  convenient  and  of  the  least  Damage 
to  said  Powder  Mill,  and  also  a  Passage  Way  over  the 
Dam  at  jMr.  Andrew  Gillespie's  Mills,  at  the  Southerly 
End  thereof :  said  Passage  Way  to  be  raised  so  high  as 
to  leave  four  Feet  Depth  of  Water  at  said  Mills  ;  the 
Three  aforementioned  Passage  Ways  to  ])e  made  and 
ke})t  in  Repair  at  the  Expence  of  the  Towns  of  8toug]don, 
SlougJifonham  and  WalpoJe,  in  equal  Proportion  :  And  all 
other  Dams  or  Obstructions  upon  said  River  shall  be 
removed,  or  Passage  Ways  made  through  them  so  as  to 
give  said  Fish  a  free  Course  up  to  the  Ponds  aforesaid,  at 
the  Expence  of  the  Owners  of  such  Dams  or  Obstruc- 
tions :  And  said  Passage  Ways  shall  be  opened  on  the 
First  Day  of  April,  which  will  be  in  the  Yeaif^  of  our 
Lord  one  Thousand  seven  Hundred  and  Eighty-three, 
and  continue  so  till  the  last  Day  of  May  then  next  ensu- 
ing :  And  in  like  Manner  shall  be  kept  open  from  the 
First  Day  of  April  to  the  last  Day  of  May  annually  here- 
after forever :  And  the  said  Towns  of  Stoughton^  Stough-  ftZ$hlm,ham, 
tonJiam  and  Walpole  shall  have  Liberty  to  erect  the  three  el-e'ljtThl^three" 
Passage  Ways  first  aforementioned,  so  soon  as  they  shall  Passageways. 
determine  so  to  do. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid, 
That  it  shall  h€  in  the  Power  of  said  Towns  of  Stoughton,  stoughton, 
Stoiightonham,   Walpole,  Dorchester  and  Milton,  at  their  waipo/e, Dor-' 
annual  Meeting  in  March,  to  choose  one  or  more  Persons,  '^MatonXo 
whose  Business  shall  be  to  see  that  the  said  Passage  Ways  to  serthaTthe' 
are  open,  pursuant  to  this  Act,  and  that  said   Fish  may  freo'^Tn^^^^^ 
not  be  o])structed  in  their  usual  Course  up  the  said  River, 
as  aforesaid,  and  to  appoint  the  proper  Place  or  Places 
for  the  taking  such  Fish  with  Scoop  Nets,  and  to  limit 
the  particular  Times  and  Days  for  the  taking  the  same. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  hy  the  Authority  aforesaid. 
That  if  any  Person  or  Persons  liable,  and  whose  Duty  it  DuTysLTi'b'rto 
shall  be  in  pursuance  of  this  Act,  to  open  any  Passage  pPg"jj^"-Va 
Way  as  aforesaid,  shall  refuse  or  neglect  the  doing  thereof,  shaii  neglect. 
so  that  the  same  shall   not   be  complete  on  or  before  the 
First  Day  of  Ajyril  next  ensuing  the  passing  this   Act, 
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Peualtv. 


Persons  ob- 
structiDg  the 
Fish  in  their 
Passage. 


Penalty  agree- 
able to  an  Act 
passed  1741. 


such  Person  or  Persons  so  offending,  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
the  Sum  of  Fifty  Pounds,  to  be  recovered  in  any  Court 
of  Pecord  proper  to  try  the  same,  by  any  Person  that 
shall  prosecute  and  sue  for  the  same  :  one  Half  of  such 
Sum  to  be  to  and  for  the  Use  of  the  Prosecutor,  and  the 
other  Half  to  be  to  and  for  the  Use  of  the  Poor  of  the 
Town  where  the  Offence  shall  be  committed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  hy  the  Authority  aforesaid. 
That  if  any  Person  or  Persons  shall  obstruct  said  Fish  in 
their  Passage  as  aforesaid,  by  any  Means  whatever ;  or 
shall  presume  to  take  any  of  the  Kinds  of  Fish  in  this 
Act  enumerated  or  intended  (whether  with  Scoop  Xets 
or  otherwise,)  from  and  after  the  said  First  Day  of  April 
next  ensuing,  at  any  other  Place  or  Time  than  such  as 
shall  be  limited  in  Pursuance  of  the  Power  and  Authority 
by  this  Act  given,  such  Offender  or  Offenders  shall  forfeit 
and  pay  such  Fines  and  Penalties  as  are  mentioned  in  an 
Act  passed  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  one  Thousand  seven 
Hundred  and  Forty-one,  entitled,  "  An  Act  in  addition  to 
an  Act  made  to  prevent  the  Destruction  of  the  Fish  called 
Alewives  and  other  Fish  ;  "  and  to  those  mentioned  in  an 
Act  passed  the  same  Year,  entitled,  '•  An  Act  in  Supple- 
ment of  an  Act,  entitled,  An  Act  made  to  prevent  the 
Destruction  of  the  Fish  called  Alewives  and  other  Fish  " 
for  like  Offences,  to  be  recovered  and  disposed  of  in  Man- 
ner as  is  by  said  Acts  directed.  July  3,  1782. 
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[May  Session,  ch.  17.] 

Chap.   1(3  -^^'  '^CT  TO  APPROPRIATE  FORTY  THOUSAXD   POUXDS  OF   THE 
^  "  CONTINENTAL  TAX  OF  TWO  HUNDRED  THOUSAND   POUNDS, 

FOR  OBTAINING  A  LOAN   OF    TIVENTT  THOUSAND  POUNDS^ 
AND  FOR  THE  SECURITY  AND  PAYMENT  OF  THE  SAME. 

Preamble.  ]V7iereas  it  is  highly  expedient  that  sorae   considerable 

Part  of  the  Continental  Tax  of  Two  Hundred  Thousand 
Pounds  should  he  advanced  sooner  than  it  can  probably  be 
collected  in  the  usual  and  ordinary  Manner: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted   by  the   Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  in    General   Court  assembled,  and  by  the 

be°cii"len  w"     Authority  of  the  same.  That  a  Committee  be  chosen  to 

borrow  £20,000  boppow  Tu^entij  Tliousand  Pounds,  for  the  immediate  Use 

for  the  L  8G  of 

the  United         of  the  United  States,  and  to  be  paid  in  Discharofe  of  so 

Sutes.  '^ 
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much  of  the  Tax  aforesaid  ;  and  in  Behalf  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, to  give  and  execute  proper  Receipts  or  Obli- 
gations for  the  same. 

And  he  it  also  enacted.  That  Forti/  Thov.mnd  Pounds  of  ^riat^and'" 
the  same  Tax,  be  and  hereby  is  appropriated,  and  holden  to  tjoi^en  to 
secure  the  Payment  of  the  said  Twenty  Thousand  Pounds  mlir<A^^h\ 
to  be  l)orrowed  as  aforesaid,  together  with  the  Interest  of  ^-^'"^^■ 
the  same,  and  shall  not  be  disposed  of  for  any  other  Pur- 
pose whatever,  until  Payment  of  the  said  Tv:enty  Thou- 
sand Pounds  be  made,  and  Interest  on  the  same. 

And  be   it  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid,   That 
Caleb    Davis ^    Esquire,    of    Boston,    Xathan     Goodale,  Caui, oavu. 
Esquire,  of  Salem,    Tristam  Dalton,  Esquire,   of   JVew-  commiVe^w 
bury-Port,  Levi  Lincoln,  Esquire,  of  Worcester,  and  7Y/7i-  ^rsnmT^^^ 
othy  Robinson,  Esquire,  of  Granville,  be  a  Committee,  ^'i^*°<=«d. 
who  are  hereby  severallv  authorised  and  empowered  in 
Behalf  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  give  Receipts  for  such 
Sum  or  Sums  as  any  Person  or  Persons  shall  advance  to 
Government :  And  said  Committee  are  herebv  directed,  committee 

Tt  •  n  1       -■  -^  '^  directed  to 

upon  Receipt  of  anv  such  Sum  or  Sums  of  Monev,  to  transmit  the 

.  •^>i  ^    "  ^        rr'  •/••  i*  several  Sums 

transmit  tne  same  to  the  ireasurer,  certitymg  at  the  same  re-eived  to  the 
Time  the  Sums  so  advanced,  with  the  Xame^  of  the  Per-  certUyin^g  the 
sons  of  whom,  and  the  Time  when  the  same  were  received.  lereonTxlmes. 
And  the  Treasurer  is  hereby  empowered  and  directed,  on  Treasurer 
receiving  such  Certificate,  to  give  Xotes  in  Behalf  of  this  li^e'xo^tes.  ^ 
Commonwealth,  drawing  Interest   from   the   Time   when 
said  Money  was  received,  and  payable  on  the  First  Day 
of  January  which  will  be  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  One 
Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Eighty-three  ;  which  Xotes 
said  Committee  are  to  deliver  to  the  Person  or  Persons 
who  shall  have  advanced  Money  as  aforesaid,  in  Exchange 
for  the  Receipts  by  them  respectively  given. 

July  5,  1 782. 

1782.  — Chapter  17. 

[May  Session,  ch.  18.] 

AX  ACT  TO  REPEAL  A  CERTAIN  CLAUSE  IN  AN  ACT  MADE  AND    ChciT).  17 
PAPSED  IN  THE  YEAR  OF  OUR  LORD,  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  '  ' 

HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY-TWO,  INTITLED,  "AN  ACT  FOR 
APPORTIONING  AND  ASSESSING  A  TAX  OF  TWO  HUXDRED 
THOLSAyD  POCXnS;"  AND  FOR  CERTAIN  OTHER  PURPOSES 
HEREAFTER  MENTIONED. 

^liCi'eas   by   the   said   Act   it   is  enacted   among   other  Preamble. 
Thinijs,  that  there  shall  be  received  from  any   Town  or 
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Clause  in  the 
Tax  Acl  of 
200,0001., 
repealed. 


Bank  Notes 
recivable  by 
Collectors  of 
said  Tax. 


This  Act  to  be 
Printed  and 
transmitted  to 
the  several 
Towns  &c.  in 
this  Common- 
wpalth. 


Place  within  this  Commonwealth^  in  Lieu  of  Money ^ 
any  such  specific  Articles  as  may  be  necessary  Jor  the 
Support  of  the  Army,  especially  Bum,  Salt,  Beef,  Pork, 
Flour,  and  Teaming  {if  any  Tou-ns,  Places,  or  Persons 
choose  in  that  Way  to  discharge  their  respective  Taxes) 
said  Articles  to  he  received,  at  such.  Prices,  and  to  he  deliv- 
ered at  sucJi  Places  as  the  General  Court  shall  hereafter 
determine  and  agree  upon.  Whereas  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  hath  devolved  on  the  Superintendent  of 
Finance,  the  Charge  of  devising  and  carrying  into  Exe- 
cution a  more  economical,  regular  and  effectual  System  for 
supplying  the  Exigencies  of  tJie  Public,  from  tvhich  System 
specific  Taxation  is  excluded.  And  whereas  the  Collection 
of  the  said  Tax  in  specific  Articles  ivoidd  under  these  Cir- 
cumstances be  attended  with  great  Loss  and  Inconvenience 
to  the  good  people  of  this  Commonivealtli,  and  at  the  same 
Time  render  the  Design  thereof  abortive :  Therefore, 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  Authority  of 
the  same.  That  the  Clause  above  recited  be,  and  the  same 
herel)y  is  repealed,  and  rendered  Void  and  of  no  Eifect. 

Whereas  receiving  in  discharge  of  the  said  Tax  such 
Securities  as  may  answer  towards  the  Requisition  of  the 
United  States  on  this  Commonwealth,  would  greatly  J acil- 
itate  the  Collection  thereof,  and  alleviate  the  Burden  which 
otherwise  the  good  people  of  this  State  7nust  Sustain  : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid,  That  the 
Notes  of  the  American  Bank,  the  Notes  oi  Robert  Mo7'ris, 
Esq  ;  Superintendent  of  Finance,  in  his  Official  Capacity, 
shall,  by  the  several  and  respective  Constables  and  Col- 
lectors of  the  Tax  aforesaid,  be  receiA^ed  in  satisfaction 
for,  and  discharge  of  a  Sum  equal  to  the  Sum  expressed 
in  such  respective  Bank  Note  or  Notes  of  the  said  Robert 
Morris;  and  the  Treasurer,  Collectors,  and  all  Persons 
concerned  in  collecting,  receiving  and  negotiating  the  said 
Tax,  are  hereby  ordered,  directed  and  enjoined  to  conduct 
themselves  accordingly. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid.  That 
the  Secretary  immediately  cause  this  Act  to  be  Printed  ; 
and  as  soon  as  the  same  shall  be  done,  to  transmit  a  suffi- 
cient Number  of  the  Copies  thereof  to  the  several  Towns 
and  Places  in  this  Commonwealth,  that  the  Constables  and 
Collectors  of  the  said  Tax,  and  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Com- 


monwealth may  be  Notified  hereof. 


July  5,  1782. 
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1782.  — Chapter  18. 

[ScptcniliiT  Session,  ch.  1.] 

AN  ACT  FOR  GRANTING  A  LOTTERY  FOR  REPAIRING  THE  Hl^art  IS 
BRIDGE  OVER  THE  RIVER  PARKER,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  ^"^P'  ^'^ 
ESSEX. 

Mliereds  the  Brithje  over  the  River  Parker,  in  the  I'reami.io. 
County  of  Essex,  and  in  that  Part  of  the  County  called 
Xewbury  Old  Town,  appears  to  he  of  very  (jreot  public 
Utility  and  Service;  and  that  without  some  speedy  and 
effectual  Repairs,  the  said  Bridge  will  soon  be  rendered 
useless  : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  Authority 
of  the  same,  That  a  i^um  not  exceedino-  Fifteen  Hundred  £i^'Oot<.i.e 

Ti  7       1  '11  T      , ,  T     V,        •  /•  1     ,       raisod  by  Lol- 

Fountfs,  06  raised  by  a  Lottery  or  Lotteries,  tor,  and  to  tei y,  for  repair- 
the  Purpose  of  repairing'  said  Bridge;    and  that  Samuel  o\^er  the  mvev 
Tufts,  Moses  Frazier.  and  Edmund  Sawyer,  Esquires,  or  col',nty'of^'"' 
any  two  of  them,  shall  be  Managers  of  the  said  Lottery  ^^^'"'-  ^, 
or  Lotteries,  who  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  Perform-  Esq;  &c.ai)-* 
ance  of  their  Trust :    Which  said  Managers  shall  make  ^^^^^t  "^""^ 
and  publish   in   such    News  Papers  as    theji^  shall  judge  To  be  sworn. 
projier,  a  Scheme  for  the  said  Lottery  or  Lotteries,  as 
soon  as  may  be  ;    and  the}^  shall  also  publish  therewith 
all  necessaiy  Rules  and  Regulations  for  the  Management 
thereof.     And  all  Prizes  which  may  be  drawn  in  the  said 
Lottery  or  Lotteries,  shall  be  paid,  without  any  Deduc- 
tion, provided  they  are  demanded  within  Six  Months  after 
the  Drawing  of  the  said  Lottery  or  Lotteries  ;  otherwise 
the  ^Nloney  arising  from  such  Prizes  shall  be  appropriated 
to  the  Purpose  aforesaid. 

And  be,  it  further  enacted.    That  if  any  Person  shall  fj^J^j^^Y""' 
forge,  counterfeit,  or  alter  any  Lottery  Ticket  issued  by  Forgery. 
Virtue  of  this  Act,  or  shall  pass  or  utter  any  such  forged, 
counterfeited,  or  altered  Ticket,   knowing  the  same  to 
be  false,  forged,  counterfeited,  or  altered  ;    or  that  shall 
counsel,  advise  or  assist,  in  forging,  altering  or  counter- 
feiting the  same  ;  every  Person  so  offending,  and  being 
thereof  convicted   before  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  of 
this  Commonwealth,  shall  be  punished  by  being  set  on  the  Penalty. 
Gallows  for  the  Space  of  one  Hour,  with  a  Rope  round 
his  Xeck,  or  shall  pay  a  Fine  not  exceeding  One  Hundred 
Pounds  to  the  Use  of  this  Commonwealth,  or  sutler  not 
more  than  Twelve  Months  Imprisonment,  nor  less  than 


4G 
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Two,  or  1)6  publicly  Whipped,  not  exceeding  Thirty-nine 
Stripes,  at  the  Discretion  of  the  said  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  according  to  the  Nature  and  Circumstances  of  the 
Ortence.  "  October  2,  1782. 


Chaj). 


Persons  ab- 
sconding who 
shall  stand 
charged  of  crim 
inal  Offences 
before  the 
Supreme  Judi- 
cial Court  by 
Indictment. 


A  Writ  to  be 
issued  to  the 
Sheriff  of  the 
County  where 
such  Offender 
was  an  inhabi- 
tant. 

That  unless. 


To  be  declared 
an  Outlaw. 


The  Mode  of 
executing  the 
Writ  Sci  re- 
facias. 
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[September  Session,  ch.  2.] 

29       AN    ACT    DIRECTING   AND    REGULATING    THE    PROCESS    OF 

OUTLAWRY. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  Authority  of 
the  same,  That  when  any  Person  that  now  is  charged,  or 
hereafter  shall  stand  charged  of  any  criminal  Offence 
before  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  of  this  Government 
by  the  Indictment  or  Presentment  of  a  Grand  Jury, 
whether  the  same  Indictment  or  Presentment  be  origi- 
nally found  in  that  Court,  or  removed  thither  from  any 
inferior  Jurisdiction,  by  Appeal,  or  Writ  of  Certiorari, 
shall  abscond  to  avoid  answering  or  abiding  and  perform- 
ing the  Judgment  that  may  be  given  thereon,  whether 
such  absconding  be  before  or  after  the  Jury  §hall  indict 
or  present  the  Offender,  a  Writ  shall  issue  to  the  Sheriff 
of  the  County  where  such  Offender  was  ah  Inhal)itant  or 
Resident  at  the  Time  of  finding  the  same  Bill,  directing 
him  to  make  known  unto  such  Offender,  that  unless  he 
shall  appear  on  the  First  Day  of  the  next  Sitting  of  the 
said  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  and  there  traverse  the  same 
Charge,  and  abide  the  Judgment  that  may  be  given 
thereon,  or  appear  and  give  such  Security  therefor,  by 
Way  of  Recognizance,  as  the  said  Court  shall  order,  such 
Person  will  then  and  there  be  declared  an  Outlaui,  and 
be  subjected  to  all  the  Penalties  and  Disabilities  in  this 
Act  declared  to  be  incident  to  a  Person  under  Sentence 
of  Outlairry.  And  the  Mode  of  executing  the  said  Writ 
of  Scire  Facias,  shall  be  b}^  leaving  an  authenticated 
Copy  thereof,  certified  by  the  Sheriff,  at  the  Offender's 
Dwelling  House,  or  last  Place  of  Abode,  Sixty  Days  at 
the  least  before  the  same  Process  shall  be  returnable, 
and  shall  cause  an  Abstract  or  Notification  of  the  Subject- 
Matter  in  the  same  Writ  mentioned.  Sixty  Days  before 
the  Return  Day  at  the  least,  to  be  printed  in  one  of  the 
most  public  Weekly  News  Papers,  and  to  be  continued 
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five  sovcial  Weeks  inclusive,  and  shall  cause  liini  to  lie 
pu))licly  called  in  every  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the 
Peace  in  his  County  that  shall  he  holdeu  while  the  same 
Process  shall  he  in  his  Custody  ;  which  Writ  of  Scire 
Facias  being  served  and  returned  in  Manner  aforesaid, 
and  tiled  in  Court,  shall  be  entered  on  the  Docket,  and 
the  Party  airainst  whom  the  same  issued,  after  havinir 
been  pul)licly  called  m  the  said  Supreme  Judicial  Court, 
to  appear  and  answer  the  Charge  alledged  against  him  as 
aforesaid  ;  if  he  shall  not  appear  upon  such  Notice  and 
Proclamation,  his  Default  shall  be  recorded,  and  such 
Otfender  may  by  the  same  Court  l)e  declared  an  Outlaiv, 
without  any  other  Act  or  Ceremony  :  Any  former  Law, 
Usage  or  Custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Provided  ahcays.  It  shall  be  in  the  Power  of  the  said  I'loviso. 
Court  when  the  Offence  charged  shall  be  by  Law  Bailable, 
to  continue  the  same  Scire  Facias,  or  suspend  passing 
Judgment  of  Outlawry  thereon,  until  the  next  or  some 
succeeding  Term,  in  Case  sufficient  Bail  shall  be  given 
for  the  Offender's  answering  and  abiding  the  Judgment 
of  the  said  Court  thereon.  And  that  it  may  regularly 
and  certainly  be  determined  when  a  Per8(^^  may  be  said 
to  have  absconded  to  escape  Punishment. 

Be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  Person,  after  having  what  Evidence 
appeared  and  plead  to  an  Indictment  or  Presentment,  who  ciem^liie"  '' 
shall  have  departed  without  Leave  of  the  Court,  or  shall  ha\in^ap"e;md 
have  broken   Goal  after  Commitment  upon  and  before  ?nd.  p'eaci  to  an 

•       •  ^  /-~^^  ii      i  i     •  i  -r>-ii  1      ii    Indictment,  who 

Conviction  on  the  Charge  alledged  in  the  Bill,  or  shall  shaii  depart 

^    ..  1J.J.  *"  1  j-^il        without  Leave 

tail  or  neglect  to  appear  and  answer  according  to  the  of  the  court,  &c. 
Tenor  of  a  Recognizance  regularly  taken  for  that  Purpose, 
or  when  the  Sheriff  of  the  same  County  whereof  the 
Offender  was  an  Inhabitant  or  Resident  at  the  Time  of 
his  cominitting  the  Offence  for  which  he  shall  stand 
indicted,  or  his  Deputy,  shall  make  return  upon  a  Capias 
issued  in  Consequence  of  the  Bill,  wherein  the  Term  of 
four  Months  at  the  least  shall  have  elapsed  between  the 
issuing  the  Capias  and  the  Return  Day  thereof,  That 
after  making  diligent  Search  and  Inquiry  after  such 
Offender,  he  could  not  find  him  in  his  Precinct,  shall  be 
deemed  and  taken  as  sufficient  Evidence  of  the  Abscond- 
ing of  such  Person,  within  the  Intent  of  this  Act. 

And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  a  Cajnas  and  an  alias 
Capias  issued  from  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the 
Peace,   on    a    Bill   of  Indictment  or  Presentment   there 
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found,  wherein  Fifty  Days  at  the  least  shall  have  elapsed 

between    the    issuing    and    Return    of    the    same    Writs 

respectively,   and   returned   by  the   pro[)er  Officer,   that 

after  diligent   Search   and  Inquiry  after  such   Offender, 

he  could  not  find  him  in  his  Precinct  (before  the  Removal 

of  the  Record   into  the   Supreme  Judicial   Court)   shall 

render  the  issuing  a  like  Process  in  the  Supreme  Judicial 

Court  before  Scire  Facias  ut  legatum  unnecessary. 

wheu  a  Capias        And  he  it  fuvthev  enacted.  That  where  a  Capias  shall 

the  Supreme       issuc  ft'om  tlic  Suprcmc  Judicial  Court  to  apprehend  an 

forthe^appre-     Offender  on  a  Bill  of  Indictment  or  Presentment,  in  any 

offendfr?^''"      Couuty  whcrc  the  said  Court  shall  be  held  but  once  a 

Year,  the  same  Capias  may  be  made  returnable  to  some 

Session  of  the  said  Court  in  some  other  County,  at  the 

Expiration  of  five  or  six  Months,  if  the  said  Court  shall 

so  order,  to  the  End  Scire  Facias  ut  legatum  may  timely 

issue  returnable  to  the  next  Term,  if  the  Offender  should 

not  be  taken  on  the  Capias. 

Persons  against      ^^^^  jg  {f  further  eiittcted,  That  all  Persons  against  whom 

whom  Judg-  -J  '  » 

mentofout-       Judgment  of  Outlawry  shall  be  oriven,  shall  durino-  the 

lawrv*  shall  be  •  *"     .  ■ 

given  disabled  Time  the  sauic  Judgment  shall  continue  in  Force,  be  and 
anyAcUon'or  hereby  are  disabled  from  bringing  or  maintaining  in  their 
couVt%l°^  ^"''''  ow'^  Right,  any  Civil  Action  or  Suit  in  any  Court  of  Law 
cepting.  Qj.  Equity  within  this  Government,  excepting  a  Writ  of 

Error  for  reversing  his  Outlawry,  and  shall  be  under  such 
other  Disabilities  and  Disqualifications  in  Civil  Society  as 
a  Person  convicted  and  sentenced  for  the  Offence  charged 
in  the  Bill  upon  which  he  may  be  Outlawed:  And  in  all 
Cases  where  a  greater  Forfeiture  does  not  by  Law  accrue 
to  the  Commonwealth  upon  a  Conviction  and  Judgment 
on  such  Bill  of  Indictment,  shall  forfeit  the  Issues  and 
Profits  of  all  his  Real  Estate  during  the  Life  of  the  Out- 
law, in  Case  the  Judgment  of  Outlawry  shall  so  long 
remain  in  Force,  and  be  further  liable  to  be  apprehended 
upon  Cajjias  ut  legatum,  and  sentenced  in  the  same  Man- 
ner as  if  he  was  convicted  by  a  Jury  of  the  Charge 
alledged  in  the  Bill. 
The  Real  Estate      j^„f7  j^q  ^  further  cnacted,  That  the  Real  Estate  of  every 

of  Persons  out-  -^  '  ,  -^ 

lawedtobe  Pcrsou  Outlawed  shall  be  held  liable  and  be  bound  from 
the  Judgment  the  Time  of  issuing  the  Scii'e  Facias  ut  legatum  to  respond 
t^o'^Fhies  and ''  the  Judgment  that  shall  be  given  on  the  Indictment  or 
Costs.  Presentment,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  Fine  and  Cost. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  Lands  and  Tenements  of  all  Persons  recognizing 
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to  the  Use  of  this  Govermncnt  before  any  Authority  duly 
authorised  and  impowered  to  take  the  same,  are,  and  shall 
he,  liable  to  respond  the  Sum  mentioned  in  the  same 
Reeogni/ance,  from  the  Time  the  same  is  taken  and 
acknowledged,  notwithstanding  any  transfer  or  aliena- 
tion thereof. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  Ofiender  that  may  offenders  out 
be  Outlawed,  upon  his  appearing  in  open  Court,  and  con-  Iheirlipperring 
fessing  the  Charge,  and  receiving  Sentence  thereon,  or  co.ffessuig the 
ap])earino:  and  traversinjj  the  Charg-e,  shall  be  acciuitted  charge  and 

,  T       ^'  T-v  ^  1  -r»i  1  receiving  ben- 

l>y  a  Jury,  or  on  Denuirrer,  or  any  other  i^iea,  the  same  tence, tobc 
shall  be  adjudged  insufficient  in  Law  to  compel  the  Per-  ^''''"' 
son  accused  to  answer  thereunto,  or  support  a  Judgment 
thereon  :    In  every  such   Case  the  Proceeding  shall  be  in  such  cases. 
construed  to  operate  as  a  full  and  etiectual  Keversal  of 
the  Judgment  of  Outlawry,  as  though  a  formal  Reversal 
had  been  given  upon  a  Writ  of  Error  expressly  brought 
for  that  Purpose.      Provided  the  Appearance  upon  which  Proviso. 
such  Acquittal  shall  be  given  shall  be  voluntary  and  with- 
out Compulsion,  and  within  one  Year  and  a  Day  after 
Judgment  of  Outlawry  shall  be  pronounced,  and  the  Co?t 
accruing  on  the  Process  of  Outlawry  shall 4^e  first  satisfied 
and  paid.  October  2,  1782. 
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[September  Session,  ch.  3.] 


OF  THE  TRUSTEES    OF  DUMMER  ACADEMY,  IN  THE  COUNTY 
OF  ESSEX. 


Chap.  20 


WJier^as  His  Honor  William  Dummer,  Esquire,  for-  Preamble. 
merhj  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  late  Province  o/"  Massa- 
chusetts Bay,  did  in  and  by  his  Last  Will  and  Testament, 
devise  all  his  Estate  in  the  Town  of  Newbury,  in  the 
County  of  Essex,  to  the  Reverend  Charles  Chauncy, 
Doctor  of  Divinity,  the  Reverend  Thomas  Foxcraft,  and 
Mr.  Nathaniel  Dummer,  and  their  Heirs,  and  to  the  tSur- 
vivov  of  them,  and  the  Heirs  of  such  Survivor  in  Trust, 
that  the  Rents,  Issues,  and  Profits  of  his  said  Estate, 
should  be  applied  to  the  erecting  and  building  of  a  /School 
House  upon  his  Farm  in  Newbury  aforesaid,  and  towards 
the  Suj)port  and  Maintainance  of  a  Free  Grammar  School 
there,  for  the  excellent  and  beneficent  Design  of  instructing 
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and  educating  Youth.  And  icJiereas  a  public  Free  School 
hath  ever  since  the  First  Day  o/"  March,  in  the  Year  of  our 
Lord  One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Sixty-three^ 
been  erected  and  supported  agreeably  to  the  valuable  Inten- 
tions of  the  munificent  Donor,  which  hath  proved  of  great 
and  public  Utility  in  qualifying  Youth  for  the  important 
Offices  of  Church  and  State.  And  whereas  the  Views  of 
the  Donor  cannot  hereafter  be  fully  and  completely  carried 
into  Execution  loithout  erecting  a  Body  Politic  and  Cor- 
porate, and  investing  it  with  certain  necessary  Powers 
which  could  not  be  effected  by  him  in  his  Last  Will  and 
Testament:  JV^oiv,  agreeably  to  the  Memorial  and  Petition 
of  the  Reverend  Charles  Chauncy,  the  Survivor  of  the 
Devisees  aforesaid,  in  order  to  carry  into  compleat  Execu- 
tion the  benevolent  Intentions  of  the  charitable  Testator,  to 
support  and  perpetuate  the  said  Seminary  of  Learning, 
the  same  being  one  of  the  first  public  Foundatio7is  of  a 
Free  Grammar  School  within  the  Commonwealth,  laid  by 
the  Hand  ofjjrivate  Charity,  and  to  protect  and  encourage 
the  Interests  of  Literature  and  the  Sciences: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in   General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  Authority 
Trustees  of  the  Same,  That  the  Honorable  Jeremiah  Powell,  Es(|uire, 

Academy/and  the  Houorablc  Benjamin  Greenleaf,  Esquire,  the  Honor- 
intoTfioIfy  able  Jonathan  Greenleaf,  Esquire,  Eeverend  Joseph  Wil- 
Poiitic.  lard,  P]'esident  of  Harvard  College,  Reverend    Charles 

Chauncy,  Doctor  of  Divinity,  Reverend  Moses  Parsons, 
Reverend  John  Ticker,  Reverend  Thomas  Cary,  Samuel 
Moody,  Esquire,  Preceptor  of  Dummer  School,  William 
Powell,  Esquire,  Micajah  Sawyer,  Esquire,  Dummer 
Jeivett,  Esquire,  Samuel  Osgood,  Esquire,  Nathaniel 
Tracy,  Esquire,  and  Mr.  Richard  Dummer,  be  and  they 
hereby  are  erected  into,  and  made  a  Body  Politic  and 
Corporate,  by  the  Name  of  the  Trustees  of  Dummer 
Academy,  in  the  County  of  Essex;  and  that  they  and 
their  Successors,  and  such  others  as  shall  be  duly  elected 
into  the  said  Corporation,  shall  be  and  remain  a  Body 
Politic  and  Corporate  by  the  same  Name  forever. 
said^A'cad'eray  And  bc  it  farther  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid, 
and  takeTitf  That  the  Trustees  of  the  same  Academy,  shall  be  deemed 
Law  to  be  and     j^j^^j  taken  in  Law  to  be  and  stand  seized  in  Fee  Simple 

stand  seized  in  _  _  i 

Fee  Simple  of     and  iu  Posscssiou  to  all  Intents  and  Purposes  of  all  the 

all  the  Estate  i.i  i-iiiii  tt  it         iTrm  • 

devised  by  the  Estatc  which  was  dcviscd  Dy  the  late  Honorable  William 
\vfiiia°m°Dmu-    Dummer,  Esq  ;  for  the  Use  of  his  public  Free  School  as 

mer,  Esq. 
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aforesaid  ;  and  that  tliey  shall  l)e  further  capable  of  hav- 
ing, holding  and  taking  in  Fee  Simple,  or  any  less  Estate 
by  Gift,  Grant,  Devise,  or  otherwise,  any  Lands,  Tene- 
ments, or  other  Estate,  Real  and  Personal :  Provided  ^''■"^''''"• 
nevertheless.  That  the  annual  Income  of  the  same,  shall 
not  exceed   7Vo   Thousand  Pounds. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid, 
That  for  the  more  orderly  conducting  the  Business  of  the  Empowered  to 
said  Cor{)oration,  the  Trustees  of  the  said  Academy  shall  dent,  vTcr'" 
have  full  Power  and  Authority,  from  Time  to  Time,  as  ;^|'^^'deat, 
they  shall  determine,  to  elect  a  President,  Vice-President,  ^<'' rotary, 'ami 
Treasurer  and  Secretaiy,  or  such  other  Officers  as  they  said  Trustees  "^ 
shall  judge  best ;  and  to  fix  and  ascertain  the  Tenures  of ''"'"  ^"''«'' ^"^*- 
their  respective  Offices  :  And  that  the  Trustees  aforesaid 
may  remove  and  dismiss  any  Trustee  from  the  same  Cor- 
poration, when  in  their  Judgment  he  shall  l)e   rendered 
incapable  by  Age  or  otherwise,  of  discharging  the  Duties 
of  his  Office  ;  and  that  the  Trustees  aforesaid  may  from 
Time  to  Time  fill  up  all  Vacancies  in  the  said  Corpora- 
tion, by  electing  such  Persons  for  Trustees  as  they  shall 
judge  best :  Provided  nevertheless,  that  the  Number  of 
said  Trustees  shall  never  exceed  fifteen,  nor 4^  less  than 
nine. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid. 
That  the   Trustees   of  the   said  Academy  may  have  one  said  Trustees 
Common  Seal,  which  they  may  change,  break  and  renew  commonSeai 
at  their  Pleasure  ;  and  that  all  Deeds  signed  and  delivered  ''">'*?  r^new 

1  1  m  o  n      ^         r^  /»  •  i      '''""  ^^cal,  and 

by  the  ireasurer  or  Secretary  oi  the  Irustees  aforesaid,  to  sue  and  be 
by  their  Order,  and  sealed  with  their  Seal,  shall,  when  ''"'' 
made  in  their  Name,  be  considered  as  their  Deeds,  and  as 
such  be  deemed  duly  executed  and  valid  in  Law  :  And 
that  the  Trustees  of  the  said  Academy  may  sue  and  be 
sued  in  all  Actions  Real,  Personal  or  mixed,  and  prose- 
cute and  defend  the  same  unto  final  Judgment  and  Exe- 
cution, by  the  Name  of  The  Trustees  oi  Dunimer  Academy 
in  the  County  of  Essex. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  Trustees  of  the  said  Academy  shall   have  full  J^^J.^'ed  tTiix 
Power  and  Authority  to  determine   at  what  Times  and  the  Times  and 

-   ,  1       •        AT  •  1      11      1  1       1  1  1  1         I  laces  lor  their 

Places  their  Jleetmgs   shall    be    holden  ;    and   upon    the  Meetings. 
Manner  of  notifying  the  Trustees   to    convene  at   such 
Meetings ;    and    also    upon   the    Method    of    electing   or 
removing  Trustees  :  And  the  said  Trustees  shall  have  full  f^P.j^^in'ufe*'' 
Power  and  Authority  to    ascertain    and    prescribe  from  Powers  and 
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Proviso. 


to  the  Estab 
llshraent  of 
Dummer 
Academy. 


Duties  of  their  Time  to  Tiuie  the  Powers  and  Duties  of  their  several 
and  to  elect  '  Officei's,  and  to  elect  such  Preceptors,  Masters  and 
Preceptors,  &c.    Ugjje^.g  (,f  ^jjg  y.^j^j  Acadcmy  as  they  shall  judge  best ;  and 

to  determine  the  Duties  and  Tenures  of  their  several 
Oflfices ;  and  to  make  and  ordain,  as  Occasion  shall  re- 
quire, reasonable  Rules,  Orders  and  By-Laws,  not  repug- 
nant to  the  Laws  of  this  Commonwealth  ;  with  reasonable 
Penalties  for  the  good  Government  of  the  said  Academy ; 
and  for  ascertaining  the  Qualifications  of  the  Students, 
requisite  to  their  Admission  ;  and  the  same  Rules,  Orders 
and  By-Laws  at  their  Pleasure,  to  repeal. 

Provided  neverthelesi^.  That  no  Corporate  Business  shall 
be  transacted  by  the  Trustees  of  the  said  Academy,  at 
any  of  their  Meetings,  unless  Seven  of  the  Trustees,  at 
the  least,  are  present. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid, 
fppropfiated  ^°  ^hat  the  Rents,  Issues  and  Profits  of  all  the  Estate,  Real 
and  Personal,  of  which  the  Trustees  aforesaid  shall  be 
seized  or  possessed  in  their  said  Capacity,  shall  be  by 
them  appropriated  to  the  Establishment  and  Endowment 
of  Dummer  Academy,  by  maintaining  and  supporting 
Masters  and  Teachers,  for  the  Promotion  of  Piety  and 
Virtue  ;  and  for  the  Instruction  of  Youth  in  Writing,  and 
in  the  Latin  and  Greek  Language  ;  and  in  such  of  the 
useful  and  liberal  Arts  and  Sciences  as  the  Trustees  shall 
hereafter  direct. 

Provided  nevertheless,  That  the  said  Academy  shall  ])e 
fixed  and  remain  in  the  same  Place  where  the  late  Honor- 
able William  Dummer,  Esq  ;  fixed  his  Free  School  in  his 
Last  Will  and  Testament.  And  provided  further.  That 
Samuel  Moody,  Ksq  ;  the  present  Preceptor  of  the  Latin 
and  Greek  Languages,  in  the  said  Free  School,  be  con- 
tinued Preceptor  of  the  said  Academy  ;  that  he  receive 
from  the  said  Trustees,  the  Rents,  Issues  and  Profits  of 
the  Plstate  devised  as  aforesaid,  by  the  said  William 
Dummer,  Esq  ;  for  the  Endowment  of  his  Free  School, 
or  an  Equivalent  therefor ;  and  that  he  enjoy,  so  long  as 
he  continues  Preceptor  of  the  said  Academy,  all  the 
Powers  and  Authority  he  is  invested  with  as  Preceptor  of 
the  said  School,  under  the  Last  Will  and  Testament  afore- 
said ;  and  that  he  be  removable  in  the  same  Manner,  for 
the  same  Causes,  and  by  the  same  Authority  as  are 
described  and  directed  in  the  same  Last  Will  and  Testa- 
ment. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid. 
That  whenever  the  Rents,  Issues  and  Profits  of  the  estate  in  Case  the 
devised  as  aforesaid,  by  the  late  WUliam  Dmimier,  Esq  ;  ^Tsl'to^be 
sliall  for  the  Space  of  two  Years  together,  cease  to  l)e  appropriated 
appropriated  to  the  Endowment  and  Support  of  the  said 
Academy,  that  then  the  same  Estate  so  devised,  shall 
revert  to  the  right  Heirs  of  the  said  William  Dummer, 
Esq  ;  and  their  Heirs  forever.  And  whenever  the  Rents, 
Issues,  I'rofits  and  Interest  of  any  other  Estate  holden  by 
or  in  Possession  of  the  said  Trustees,  shall  cease  to  be 
appropriated  to  the  Uses  aforesaid,  for  the  like  Space  of 
Time,  then  the  same  Estate  shall  enure  to  the  Use  and 
Benefit  of  the  Corporation  of  Harvaixl-QoWege,  and  their 
Successors  forever ;  unless  other  Provision  shall  be  made 
by  the  Donor  or  Grantor,  in  the  Instrument  of  Convey- 
ance. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Honorable  Jeremiah  °"";  j^'''|™'!>'' 
Powell,  Esq  ;  be,  and  he  hereby  is  authorised  and  em-  empowered  to 
powered  to  fix  the  Time  and  Place  for  holding  the  first  MeetitTg." 
fleeting  of  the  said  Trustees,  and  to  certify  them  thereof. 

Octoher3,1782. 


1782.  — Chapter  21. 

[September  Session,  ch.  4.] 

AN   ACT   FOR    THE   REPEALING    OF  ONE   ACT  OF  THIS  COMMON-    Qhff^-f    91 
WEALTH,  MADE   AND    PASSED  ON   THE   THIRD    DAY    OF  MAT  ^  * 

LAST,  INTITLED,  "AN  ACT  PROVIDING  A  SPEEDY  METHOD 
OF  RECOVERING  DEBTS,  AND  FOR  PREVENTING  UNNECES. 
SARY  COSTS  ATTENDING  THE  SAME;"  AND  FOR  MAKING 
OTHER  PROVISION  WHICH  MAY  BETTER  ANSWER  THE 
ENDS    DESIGNED   BY  THE   SAID    ACT. 

Whereas  among  other  Defects  in  the  said  Act,  there  is  preamble. 
no  certain  future   Day  set  therein  after  the  Day  of  the 
Acknowledgment  of  the  Debt  {jjroposed  to  be  taken)  for 
the  Payment  of  the  same,  or  for  issuing  the  W^rit  for  the 
levying  thereof: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
Authority  of  the  same.  That  the  said  Act,  entitled  as  An  Act  passed 
abovesaid,  be,  and  hereby  is  repealed;  and  that  every  repealed."^ ' 
Part  thereof  be  hereafter  held  and  taken  to  be  null  and 
void.  And  that  from  and  after  the  first  Day  oi  December, 
one  Thousand  seven  Hundred  and  Eighth-two,  every  Jus- 


54 


1782.  — Chaptrr  21. 


Justices  of  the     ^j^.g  ^f  ^\^q  Pejice  fov  any  Count  v   in  this  Commonwealth, 

Peace  empow-  •^'  •  .  .    ,  .         ,  . 

eredtotake        shall     sevei'allv    liavc    Power    and    Anthorit\'   withm    his 

Kecognizauces      ^^  ,       ^     i'       t->  •  i-        >  i         i»  "^      j       /•  i-v    i  > 

for  the  raymeut  Couiity,  to  take  Kecognizances  tor  the  Payment  ot  I)el)ts, 
of  Debts.  ^^p  ^^^^^,    Person    or  Persons  (by  Law  capable  of  binding 

him  or  herself)  who  shall  come  before  him  for  that   Pur- 
pose, according  to  such  Form,   or  according  to  the  Etfect 
and  Meaning  of   such  Form  as  hereafter  ensueth, 
T/iaf  is  to  m>/, 


Form  of  the 
Hecognizanee. 


Know  all  Men,  that  I,  C.  D.  of  in  the  County 

of  do  owe  unto    E.    F.   the  Sum  of  of  the 

Lawful    ^loney    of    Massac/tut^etfs,    to    be    paid    to    the 
said  E    F.  on  the  Day  of  17  and 

if  I  shall  fail  of  the  Payment  of  the  Debt  aforesaid,  by  the 
Time  aforesaid,  I  will,  and  grant,  that  the  said  Debt 
shall  be  levied  of  my  Goods  and  Chattels,  Lands  and  Ten- 
ements, and  in  want  thereof,  of  my  Body.  Dated  at 
this  Day  of  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord, 

17 


A\'itness  my  Hand  and  Seal, 


ss. 


C.  D. 


Acknowledged  the  Day  and  Year  last  abovesaid, 

Before  A.  B.  >  Justices  of  the  Peace 


A)ul  be  itfnrf/ier  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid, 
to'^be^in!rd"&*    That  every  such  Recognizance  shall  be  made  and  written 


written  ami 
recorded  at 
large. 


In  Case  of 
Default  — 


on  a  Piece  of  Paper  or  Parchment ;  and  the  Justice  of  the 
Peace  taking  the  same  shall,  immediately  cause  it  to  be 
fairly  recorded  :it  large,  in  a  Book  to  be  therefor  by  him 
provided  and  kept ;  which  original  Recognizance,  after 
the  same  shall  be  recorded  as  is  above  directed,  at  the 
Request  of  the  Conusee  or  Conusees,  or  of  the  Person  or 
Persons  to  whom  the  Remedy  or  executive  Process  on 
such  Recognizance  shall  by  Law  accrue  (in  CaNC  of  the 
Decease  of  any  or  all  of  them)  shall  be  delivered  to  him 
or  them  so  requesting  it.  And  every  Conusee  or  Conu- 
sees, his  or  their  legal  Representative  or  Representatives, 
for  Default  of  the  Payment  of  the  Debts  contained  in  such 
Recognizances,  or  any  Part  of  such  Debts  by  the  Time 
therein  set  and  expressed  for  the  Payment  thereof,  shall 
have  in  eveiy  Point,  Respect  and  Degree,  against  the 
Conusor  or  Conusors,  the  Survivor  or  Survivors  of  them, 
his  or  their  Heirs,  Executors  and  Administrators,  and  the 
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Heirs,  Exftcutors  or  Adniinistnitors  of  the  last  Survivor 
of  such  Coiuisors,  (where  there  shall  l)e  such)  the  like 
Process  or  Processes,  Action  and  Remedy,  Execution  or 
Kxecutions,  alias  and  Pluries,  as  hath  been  hitherto  had, 
used  and  accustomed,  and  may  at  this  Time  be  lawfully 
liad,  used,  done,  or  made  a^rainst  them  respectively,  of 
and  ui)on  a  Judgment  of  any  Court  of  Record  in  this 
Commonwealth  on  an  Action  of  Debt  in  full  Force,  unre- 
\<'rsod  and  not  satisfied.  And  for  the  speedy  obtaining  For  the  spee.iy 
of  such  Debts,  the  Justice  of  the  Peace  who  took  such  "luh  d";;i.s! 
Recognizance,  at  any  Time  within  three  Years  from  and 
after  the  Day  set  and  expressed  therein  for  the  Payment 
of  the  Debt  or  any  Part  thereof  expressed  in  such  Recog- 
iii/ance,  at  the  Request  of  the  Conusee  or  Conusees, 
named  therein,  or  in  Case  of  their  Death,  at  the  Request 
of  the  Person  or  Persons  to  whom  the  Remedy  or  chose 
in  Action  thereon,  shall  be  cast  by  Law  ;  and  upon  his  or 
their  producing  and  delivering  to  him  such  original 
Recognizance  uncancelled,  and  without  any  Receipt  of 
Payment  or  Satisfaction  of  the  Sum  alleged  to  be  then 
l)ayal)Ie  and  due,  underwritten  or  endorsed,  and  lodging 
the  same  with  the  said  Justice,  he  shall  a\\Wi"d  and  make 
out  on  such  Recognizance  a  AVrit  or  Process  of  Execu- 
tion for  the  levying  of  the  whole  Sum,  which  by  such 
Recognizance  and  the  Receipts  (if  any  there  be)  entered 
thereon,  appear  to  be  then  due  and  payable,  of  the  same 
Xature  and  P^ffect,  against  the  Body  or  Bodies,  and 
testate  Real  and  Personal  of  the  Conusor  or  Conusors,  as 
by  the  Laws  of  this  Commonwealth  a  Judgment-Creditor 
is  entitled  to  have  for  the  levying  and  satisfying  any  Sum 
or  Sums  of  Money,  recovered  and  due  to  him,  by  the 
Judgment  .of  any  Court  of  Record  in  this  Commonwealth 
on  an  Action  of  Debt  in  full  Force.  And  such  Process  How  the  Pro- 
for  the  Execution  of  such  Recognizance,  may  and  shall  Exe/uuolrof 
be  directed  to,  executed  and  returned  by,  all  and  any  ^t^nl"'''""''''^ 
such  Officer  and  Officers  as  the  Writ  or  Process  for  the  directed. 
Execution  of  the  Judgment  of  any  Court  of  Record,  by 
the  r>aws  of  this  Commonwealth  may  and  ought  to  be 
directed  to,  and  returned  by.  And  all  and  every  such 
Officer  and  Officers  for  any  Town  or  County  in  this  Com- 
monwealth, shall  have  the  like  Powers  and  Authority, 
and  shall  be  under  the  like  Obligations  in  all  Respects 
and  Regards  whatsoever,  to  execute  and  return  such 
\\'v\t  or  Process  made  upon  such  Recognizance  by  such 
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Justice  of  the  Peace  impowered  by  this  Act  to  award  the 
same,  as  he  or  they  by  Law  have,  and  are  under,  to  exe- 
cute and  return  a  V\'rit  of  Execution  on  any  Judgment  of 
a  Court  of  Record,  in  an  Action  of  Debt :  And  shall  be 
subject  and  liable  to  ail  the  like  Action  and  Actions  for 
any  Fraud  or  Falshood,  Neglect,  Misfeasance  and  Male- 
feasance,  in  or  concerning  the  executino-  or  returnino;  of 
any  such  Process  for  the  executing  of  such  Recognizance 
aforesaid,  as  he  or  they  by  I. aw  are  liable  and  subject  to 
for  any  Defaults,  Neglects,  Frauds,  Falshoods,  Delin- 
quencies, or  Errors  whatsoever,  touching,  concerning,  or 
in  anywise  relating  to  the  Execution  or  Return  of  any 
Writ  or  Process  on  any  Judgment  of  a  Court  of  Record 
^ssestonln"  ill  '^i^  Actlou  of  Debt.  And  every  Writ  or  Process  for 
OT  Place  ?ntwi'I  ^^^^  cxecuting  such  Recognizance  may  run  into  any  County 
Commonwealth,  or  Phicc  (aud  Is  hereby  made  awardable  into  any  County 
or  Place  in  this  Commonwealth )  and  may  and  shall  be 
there  executed  by  the  Officer  or  Officers  of  such  County, 
Town  or  Place  by  Law  having  the  Execution  and  Return 
of  Writs,  to  whom  it  shall  be  directed.  And  the  Writ  or 
Process  for  the  cxecuting  of  sucli  Recognizance  as  is  afore- 
said, shall  be  in  the  F(n'm,  or  to  the  Effect  and  Meaning 
of  the  Form  which  here  followeth,  to  wit. 

The  Commonwealth  of  MassacJmsetts. 

^°™-  To  the  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  his  Under- 

P  ,  -,  Sheriff  or  Deputy,  or  either  of  tlie  (Jonstahles  of 
L'        J     the  Town  of  in  the  said  County  of 

Greeting. 

Because  C.  D.  of  in  the  County  of  on  the 

Day  of  in  the  Year  of  our  LORD  17      before 

A.  B    Esquire,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the 

said  County  of  acknowledged  that  he  was  indebted 

to  E.  F.  of  in  the  County  of  in  the  Sum  of 

which  he  ought  to  have  paid  on  the         Day  of 
and         remains  unpaid,  as  it  is  said. 

We  command  you  therefore,  that  of  the  Goods,  Chat- 
ties, or  Real  Estate  of  the  said  C.  D.  within  your  Pre- 
cinct, you  cause  to  be  paid  and  satisfied  unto  the  said  E. 
F.  at  the  Value  thereof  in  Money,  the  Sum  last  aliove- 
said,  with  more  for  this  Writ,  and  thereof  also  to 

satisfy  yourself  your  own  lawful  Fees  :  And  for  want  of 
Goods,  Chatties,  or  Real  Estate  of  the  said  C.  D.  to  be 
found  within  your  Precinct,  to  the  Acceptance  of  the  said 
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E.  F.  to  satisfy  the  Sums  aforesaid,  and  your  said  Fees  ; 
we  command  you  to  take  the  Body  of  the  said  C.  D.  and 
him  commit  unto  our  Jail  in  our  County  of  afore- 

said, there  to  be  detained  in  the  said  Jail,  until  he  pay  the 
full  Sums  abovesaid  with  your  said  Fees,  or  that  the  said 
C.  D  be  discharged  by  the  said  E.  F.  the  Creditor,  or 
otherwise  by  Order  of  Law.  Hereof  fiiil  not,  and  make 
Return  of  this  Writ  with  your  Doings  therein,  unto  the 
abovenamed  A.  B.  within  Sixty  Days  next  coming. 
Witness  the  said  A.  B.  at  the         Day  of  in 

the  Year  of  our  LORD,  17  ,    ^ 

A.  B. 

And  it  IS  farther  enacted,  That  in  Case  at  the  Time  of  i"  case - 
awarding  such  Writ  of  Execution  there  shall  by  Reason 
of  Death  happen  to  be  any  Change  of  the  Person  or  Per- 
sons who  by  Law  shall  have  the  Right  to  Sue  out  the 
same,  or  of  the  Persons  chargeable  with  the  Payment  of 
the  Contents  of  the  Recognizance,  from  the  Time  when  it 
was  taken  ;  the  Form  of  the  said  Writ  shall  be  so  varied 
from  the  foregoing  Form,  as  to  make  it  take  Effect, 
according  to  the  Operation  of  the  Law  upon  the  Case  at 
the  Time  of  the  Writs  issuing.  *•* 

Provided  always,  That  in  what  Manner  soever  the  Proviso. 
Chose  in  Action  may  be  changed  by  the  Death  of  one  or 
more  of  the  Conusees,  the  Property  and  Interest  in  the 
Debt  shall  always  in  that  Case  vest  in  such  Person  or 
Persons  as  a  Debt  which  is  due  to  Joint-Merchants  does 
by  the  Law-Merchant ;  and  that  the  Kight  of  Survivor- 
ship shall  not  take  Place  with  Regard  to  the  Property  in 
the  Debt. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  hy  the  Authority  aforesaid,  no  "Wnt  ^ 

•  /•     1   •      r-i  1      11  1      1    ■  1     T^  make  the  Bodies 

That  no  u  rit  of  this  Sort  shall  l)e  awarded  in  such  Form,  of  the  Heirs  at 

as  to  make  the  Body  or  Bodies  of  the  Heir  or  Heirs  at  taken. 

Law,  of  the  Conusor  or  Conusors,  or  the  proper  Goods 

or  Estate  of  the  Executors  or  Administrators  liable  to  be 

taken  in  Satisfaction  of  the  said  Writ:  But  in  Case  of  the  But  in  Case  — 

Death  of  any  Conusor  or  Conusors  of  this  Sort  such  Writ 

shall  run  against  such  Person,  Persons  and  Estate,  as  a 

Writ  of  Execution  on  a  Judgment  of  a  Court  of  Record 

in  an  Action  of  Debt,  would  by  Law  run,  in  Case  the 

Judgment  Debtor  or  Delators,  or  any  of  them  were  Dead. 

And  that  every  Person  and  Persons  that  shall  be  grieved  ^r^efeT""^ 

and  injured  by  the  wrongful  sueing  out  and  executing  of  To  have 

TTr    •  T-»  .  •  ^    1  •     ct  1      II  1  II   Remedy  m  the 

any  Writ  or  Process  of  Execution  of  this  Sort,  shall  have  all  Law. 
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In  Case  three 
Years  from  the 


.izance  shall 
have  elapsed. 


the  like  Remedy  uud  Remedies  in  the  Law.  as  in  Case  a 
Writ  of  Execution  on  anv  Judgment  of  a  Court  of  Record 
in  Debt  had  been  unjustly  and  wrongfully  sued  out  and 
executed  upon  him  or  them. 

And  be  it  further  f-iiacted.  That  in  Case  at  any  Time  it 
frme  limited  in  should  happen,  that  full  three  Years  shall  have  elapsed 
fi'om  and  after  the  Time  set  and  limited  in  and  by  such 
Recognizance  for  the  Payment  of  the  Contents  thereof, 
without  any  Payment  made  and  underwritten  or  indorsed. 
and  without  any  Writ  of  Execution  having  been  sued  out 
thereon  :  or  in  Case  any  Payment  or  Pa\-ments  of  Part 
shall  have  been  made  and  underwritten,  or  indorsed  at 
any  Time  or  Times  after  the  Time  set  and  expressed  for 
the  Payment  of  the  Contents,  and  three  Years  shall  have 
elapsed  from  and  after  the  last  of  such  Payments,  and  no 
Writ  of  Execution  shall  have  been  sued  out  within  three 
Years  from  the  last  Payment :  no  Writ  of  Execution  shall 
be  awardable  in  either  of  such  Cases  until  a  Writ  of  Scire 
facias  shall  have  been  sued  out  from  a  Court  in  which  l)v 
Law  an  original  Action  for  a  like  Sum  might  have  been 
brought  and  served,  and  Return  thereof  made  as  by  Law 
is  directed  :  but  after  that  shall  have  been  done,  and  u{)on 
the  Defendant's  Xon-appearance  or  not  shewing  sufficient 
Cause,  and  the  Plaintitf's  producing  and  filing  the  original 
Recognizance  in  the  Court  from  which  the  Scire  Faciaf^ 
issued,  the  Court  shall  proceed  to  award  Execution  for 
what  shall  appear  to  be  due  on  such  Recognizance  with 
the  lawful  Costs. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  hy  the  Avthoriti)  aforesaid, 
That  in  Case  of  the  Death  of  the  Justice  of  the  Peace,  who 
shall  have  taken  any  such  Recognizance  as  the  aforesaid, 
or  of  his  Removal  out  of  the  Commonwealth  or  otherwise, 
where  no  AVrit  of  Execution  thereon  has  been  sued  out, 
and  returned  satisfied  :  in  every  such  Case,  any  Creditor 
or  Creditors,  who  shall  have  any  such  Recognizance  taken 
before  such  deceased  or  removed  Justice,  and  shall  File 
the  same  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  County 
where  either  the  Creditor  or  the  Debtor  dwells,  shall  be 
entitled  to  sue  out  a  Writ  of  Scire  Facias  thereon  :  And 
the  Debtor  being  served  with  such  Writ  in  the  Planner 
above  prescribed,  and  not  appearing  or  shewing  sufficient 
Cause  why  Execution  should  not  be  had.  the  Court  shall 
proceed  to  award  Execution  for  what  shall  appear  to  be 
due  with  lawful  Costs. 


In  Case  of 
Death  of  Jus- 
:'  ■?-  of  the 
I'- J  r  who  have 
■-.ikrij  Recog- 
nizances — 
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And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any  Person  or  Persons  Ten^.v^-m 
in  whose  Favor  anv  Acknowledgment  has  been  taken  or  Tc^wi^af 
may  be  taken  on  'or  before  the  First  Day  of  December  ^^1^;/- 
next,  agreeable  to   the   Act  mentioned  as  above,  to   be 
repealed,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  Benefit  of  the  same  pro- 
ceeding thereon,  as  he  might  have  had  if  the  same  Act 
had  continued  in  Force  and   unrepealed ;   any  Thing  in 
this  Act  to  the  .contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Fees  to  the  Justice  Fees  lo  the 
of  the  Peace  who  shall  take  Kecognizances  pursuant  to  this    °*  '^' 
Act.  shall  be  as  followeth.  to  wit. 

For  taking  and  attesting  any  such  Recognizance,  be  the 
Xumber  of  the  Conusors  or  Conusees  more  or  less,  shall 
be  one  Shillinff  and  six  Pence,  and  no  more. 

For  recording  such  Recognizance,  one  Shilling,  and  no 
more. 

For  the  Writ  of  Execution  on  such  Recognizance,  one 
ShilUnq  and  six  Pence,  and  no  more. 

October  19.  1782. 
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[September  Session,  ch.  -5.] 
AN   ACT    TO   PREVENT  PROFANE   CURSIKG  AND   SWEAKING.       Chap.  22 

^Vhereas  the  horrible  Practice  of  profane  Cursing  and  Preamble. 
Sicearing  is  inconsistent  with  the  Dignitif  and  rational 
Cultivation  of  the  human  Mind,  with  a  due  Reverence  of 
the  Supreme  Being  and  his  Providence,  and  hath  a  nat- 
ural Tendency  to  weaJcen  the  Solemnity  and  Obligation 
of  Oaths  lairfully  tak-en  in  the  Administration  of  Justice; 
and  to  promote  Falshood,  Perjuries,  Blasphemies  and 
Dissoluteness  of  JIanners:  and  to  loosen  the  Bands  of 
Civil  Society 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the    Senate   and   House  of 
Representatives  in   General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
AutJioritti  of  the  same.  That  if  anv  Person  or  Persons,  Personscon- 
who  have  arrived  at  Discretion,  in  the  Judgment  or  tne  faae Ciirsiiig 
.Justice  before 'whom  the  Conviction  maybe,  shall  pro- *°' 
fanely  Curse  or  Swear  in  the  Hearing  of  any  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  or  being  charged  therewith,  shall  confess  such 
Oftence,  or  be  otherwise  convicted  thereof  on  the  Oath  of 
any  Sheriff.  Deputy  Sheriff.  Coroner.  Constable.  Grand- 
Juror  or  Tithins-Man,  where  such  Evidence  shall  be  Sat- 
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Penaliv. 


In  Case - 


PersoDs  con- 
victed in  Case 
of  non-paymeni 
to  be  com- 
mined. 


Profane  Uaths 
uttered  in  the 
hearing  of  any 
•Justice  of  the 
Peace  — 
Justice  Dutv. 


>hertfe. 
Deputy  Sher- 
iSs^and  Con- 
stables. 
authorised  to 
apprehend 
Offenders. 


la  Case  — 


isfactory  to  the  Justice  that  shall  take  Coguizauce  of  the 
Offence :  or  on  the  Oath  of  any  one  or  more  Witness  or 
Witnesses,  where  the  Evidence  shall  be  Satisfactory  as 
aforesaid,  every  Person  so  offending  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
(for  the  I'^e  of  the  Poor  of  the  Town  where  such  Offence 
is  committed)  a  Sum  not  exceeding  eight  SliiUings 
nor  less  than/b?//-,  according  to  the  Aggravations  of  the 
Offence,  and  the  Quality  and  Circumstances  of  the 
Offender  in  the  Judgment  of  the  Justice  or  Court  before 
whom  the  Conviction  may  be  :  and  in  Case  the  same  Per- 
son or  Persoi-s  shall,  after  Conviction,  offend  a  second 
Time,  such  Offender  or  Offenders  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
double,  and  if  a  third  Time,  treble  the  Sum  forfeited  on 
the  lirst  Conviction,  and  the  like  Sum  on  every  Convic- 
tion afterwards:  And  if  on  any  Trial  and  Conviction, 
Proofs  shall  be  made  that  more  than  one  profane  Oath  or 
Ctirse  wereutter'd  by  the  same  Person,  at  the  same  Time, 
and  in  the  Presence  or  Hearing  of  the  same  Witness  or 
Witnesses,  the  Person  so  offending,  for  every  profane 
Oath  or  Curse  so  uttered  after  the  tirst.  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  a  Sum  not  under  one  Shilling,  nor  exceeding  tu-o 
Shillings.  And  in  Case  any  Person  convicted  of  profane 
Cursing  or  Swearing,  shall  not  immediately  pay  the  Sum 
or  Sums  so  forfeited,  he  shall  be  committed  to  the  com- 
mon Goal  or  House  of  Correction,  there  to  remain  not 
exceeding  ten  Days  nor  less  than  five  Days. 

And  he  it  fitrther  enacted  b>/  the  Authority  aforesaid, 
That  when  any  profane  Oath  or  Curse  shall  be  uttered  by 
any  Person  or  Persons,  in  the  Hearing  of  any  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  it  shall  be  the  Duty  of  such  Justice  to  take 
Cognizance  of  such  Offence,  and  punish  the  ( iffender  in 
the  same  Manner  :is  though  !-uch  Offender  had  been  con- 
victed before  the  said  Justice  by  other  Evidence. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  Person  or  Per- 
sons shall  profanely  Swear  or  Curse  in  the  Hearing  of  any 
Sheriff.  Deputy  Sheriff',  or  Constable,  they  and  each  of 
them  are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  apprehend 
and  secure  such  Offender  or  Offenders  being  unknown  to 
them,  and  to  require  suitable  Aid  therein  :  and  him  or 
them  forthwith  to  carry  before  some  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  the  same  County,  that  so  such  Offender  or  Offenders 
may  be  convicted  and  punished  for  the  said  Offence  :  And 
in  Case  any  Person  profanely  Swearinor  or  Cursing  in  the 
Hearing  of  any  Sheriff*.  Deputy  Sheriff.  Coroner,  Consta- 
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ble.  Grand-Juror  or  Titbing-Man.  shall  be  known  to  any 
or  either  of  them,  such  SheriiF,  Under-Sheriff.  Coroner, 
Constable,  Grand-Juror  or  Tithing-^Ian.  shall  and  is 
hereby  required  forthwith  to  give  Information  thereof  to 
some  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  the  same  County,  in  order 
that  the  Otfender  or  Offenders  may  be  convicted  and  pun- 
ished for  the  same,  in  Manner  and  Form  as  in  and  by 
this  Act  is  directed. 

And  he  it  fuTther  enactf-d.   That  every  Justice  of  the  jTisti«aotth* 
Peace,  hearing  any  Person  or  Persons  utter  an\-  profane  vV^y^ty^imz 
Oath  or  Curse,  or  before  whom  any  Person  or  Persons  ^^T^^f-^'^ 
shall  be   convicted  of  profane  Cursing  or  Swearing,  by  ^=- 
other  EWdence.  shall  c-ause  the  Conviction  to  be  drawn  up 
in  the  Form  following. 

ss  Be  it  remembered.  That  on  the  Yorm. 

Day  of  in  the  Tear  of  our  LORD  A.  B.  was 

convicted  before  me  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for 
the  County  of  of  Swearing  one   (or  more)  profane 

Oath,  Cor  Oaths,;  or  of  uttering  one  (or  more)  profane 
Curse  (or  Curses. )  as  the  Case  shall  be. 

Given    under  my  Hand   and  Seal  the  ](^y  and  Year 
aforesaid.  ^ 

^ATiich  said  Fomi  and  Conviction  shall  be  deemed  and  j^MForrcioae 

taken  to  be  "final  to  all  Intents  and  Purposes,  (saving  as 

herein  is  after  expressed ; )  and  the   said  Justice  before 

whom  such  Conviction  shall  be,  shall  c-ause  the  same  to  be 

fairlv  Written  and  returned  to  the  then  next  Court  of  ^emrBabfe  to 

/-.        'i->-  'iT^  »!/-»  L  i_       she  next  Coan 

General  ^ssions  ot  the  Peace  tor  the  County  where  the  ofGeneraises- 

Offence    is  committed,  there   to  be  read  in  open  Court. 

and  to  be  filed  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace,  and  remain  and 

be  kept  amongst  the  Records  of  the  said  Court.     Saving 

always,  and  it  is  hereby  provided  and  enacted.  That  when 

any  Person  who  shall  be  convicted  before  a  Justice  of  the 

Peace    of  profane  Cursing  or  Swearing,  shall  have  con-  rem>«s«»- 

fessed  the  Words  alledged  to  have  been  uttered  and  shall  pj^^spe- 

have   pleaded   specially  that  the  Words  spoken   do  not  «*^— 

amount  to  or  import  a  Proof  of  an  Oath  or  Curse  within 

the  Meaning  and  Intention  of  this  Act;  in  such  Case  it  insnchcises. 

shall  and  may  l>e  lawful  for  such  Defendant  to  appeal 

from  the  Sentence  of  the  Justice  before  whom  he  was 

convicted,  to  the  Justices  of  the  same  County,  in  their 

next  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  who  shall  hear  and 

finally  determine  the  same  ;  the  Appellant  claiming  his 
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Officers  en- 
joined by  this 
Act  omitting 
their  Duty  — 


Penalty. 


And  in  Case. 


Persons  re- 
quired to  give 
Aid  who  shall 
neglect  — 


Pcualty. 


Proviso. 


This  Act  to  be 
transmitted  to 
Ministers. 


Apj)e{il  at  the  Time  of  declaring  the  said  Sentence,  and 
recognizing  with  Sureties,  in  a  reasonable  Sum,  not 
exceeding  j^-ye  Pounds,  to  prosecute  his  Appeal  with  Effect 
and  to  perform  the  Order  of  the  said  Court  thereon. 

And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  Constable,  Grand- 
Juror,  Tithing-Man,  or  other  Officer  enjoined  by  this  Act 
to  inform  against  the  Violaters  of  it,  shall  wittingly  and 
willingly  omit  the  Performance  of  his  Duty  in  the 
Execution  of  this  Act,  and  be  thereof  duly  convicted  before 
any  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  where  such 
Offence  is  committed,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  Sum  of 
Forty  Shillings,  to  be  levied  and  recovered  by  Distress 
and  Sale  of  the  Offenders  Goods  and  Chattels,  by  Virtue 
of  a  Warrant  under  the  Hand  and  Seal  of  such  Justice  ; 
to  be  disposed  of,  one  Moiet}^  thereof  to  the  Informer,  the 
other  Moiety  to  the  Use  of  the  Poor  of  the  Town  where 
the  Offence  is  committed  :  And  in  Case  such  Offender  shall 
not  have  sufficient  Goods  and  Chattels  whereon  to  levy  the 
said  Penalty,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  such  Justice 
of  the  Peace  to  commit  the  Offender  to  Goal  for  the  Space 
of  Six  Days,  there  to  remain  without  Bail  or  Mainprize  ; 
the  Prosecution  to  be  commenced  within  Sixty  Days. 

And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  Person  being 
required  to  give  Aid  to  any  Sheriff,  Deputy  Sheriff,  or 
Constal)le,  as  by  this  Act  is  provided,  shall*  neglect  or 
refuse  the  same,  and  be  thereof  convicted  before  any 
Justice  of  the  Peace  by  the  Oath  of  any  such  Sheriff', 
Deputy  Sheriff',  or  Constable,  or  other  legal  Witness  or 
Witnesses,  to  the  Satisfaction  of  such  Justice,  such  Per- 
son so  refusing,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  Sum  of  fort//  Shil- 
lings ;  the  one  Half  to  the  Informer,  and  the  other  Half  to  the 
Poor  of  tlie  Town  where  the  Offence  is  committed  :  And 
every  Person  giving  Aid  as  before  is  provided  in  this  Act, 
shall  receive  the  same  Allowance  therefor  as  is  by  Law 
made  to  Witnesses  in  Civil  Causes. 

Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted,  That  no 
Person  shall  be  prosecuted  or  troubled  for  the  Offence  of 
profane  Cursing  or  Swearing  upon  this  Law,  unless  the 
same  be  proved  or  prosecuted  within  twenty  Days  next 
after  the  Offence  is  committed. 

And  that  no  Person  may  pretend  Ignorance  of  this 
Law,  hut  that  it  may  he  generally  hnown. 

Be  it  further  enacted.  That  a  printed  Copy  of  this  Act 
shall  be  transmitted  to  every  Minister  within  the  Govern- 
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mcnt  to  whom  it  is  hereby  reeonimended  to  read  or  cause 
the  same  to  be  publicly  read  before  their  several  Congrega- 
tions, on  the  Lord's  Day  next  succeeding  the  Choice  of 
Town  Officers  Yearly. 

And  be  it  furtJier  enacted,  '\  hat  the  Justices  of  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court  and  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for 
the  several  Counties,  at  their  General  Sessions,  shall  cause 
this  Act  to  l)e  publicly  read  at  the  oj)ening  of  their  respec- 
tive Courts,  from  Time  to  Time. 

A.nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  Laws  heretofore 
made  for  preventing  profane  Cursing  and  Swearing,  be, 
and  hereby  are  repealed.  October  19,  1782. 

1782.  — Chapter  33. 

[September  Seesiou,  ch.  6.] 


ChajJ.  23 


AN  AC'l'  FOR  MAKING  MORE  EFFECTUAL  PROVISION  FOR  THE 
DUE  OBSERVATION  OF  THE  LORD'S  DAY;  AND  FOR  REPEAL- 
ING THE  SEVERAL  LAWS  HERETOFORE  MADE  FOR  THAT 
PURPOSE. 

WJier^as  the  Observance  of  the  Lord's  Day  is  highly  Preamble. 
promotive  of  tJie  Welfare  of  a  Gommunity^by  affording 
necessary  Seasons  for  Relaxation  from  Labor  and  the 
Cares  of  Business;  for  moral  Reflections  and  Conversa- 
tion on  the  Duties  of  Life,  and  the  frequent  Errors  of 
human  Conduct;  for  public  and  private  Worship  of 
the  Maker,  Governor  arid  Judge  of  the  World,  and  for 
those  Acts  of  Charity  which  support  and  adorn  a  Chris- 
tian Society:  And  whereas  many  thoughtless  and  irre- 
ligious Persons,  inattentive  to  the  Duties  and  Benefits  of 
the  Lord's  Day,  profane  the  same  by  unnecessavily  pur- 
suing their  worldly  Business  and  Recreations  on  thai 
Day,  to  their  own  great  Damage,  as  Members  of  a  Chris- 
tian Society,  and  to  the  great  Disturbance  of  tvell  disposed 
Persons;  and  to  the  great  Damage  of  the  Conimunity,  by 
produciny  Dissipation  of  Manners  and  Lnmoralities  of 
Life: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  in   General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
Authority  of  the  same,  That  no  Person  or  Persons  what-  Business  and 
soever  shall  keep  open  his  or  their  Shop,  Warehouse  or  wbitedonthe 
Workhouse,  nor  shall  upon  Land  or  Water  do  any  Man-  ^°^^^^'^^'- 
ner  of  Labor,  Business  or  Work,  nor  be  present  at  any 
Concert    of  Music,   Dancing,    or  any  public   Diversion, 
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Penalty. 


Unnecessary 
Walking  for- 
bidden. 


Funerals  regu- 
lated. 


She^v  or  Entertainment,  nor  use  any  Sport,  Game,  Play 
or  Recreation   on  the  Lord's   Day,   or  any  Part  thereof 
(Worlds  of  Necessity  and  Charity  only  excepted)   upon 
Penalty.  Penalty  that  every  Person  so  offending  shall  forfeit  and 

pay  a  Sura  not  exceeding  tvjenty  Shillings  nor  less  than 
ten  Shillings. 

Be  it  further  enacted  hy  the  Authority  aforesaid.  That 
Travelling  pro.  no  Traveller,  Drover,  Wafijo-oner,  Teamster,  or  any  of 
their  Servants,  shall  travel  on  the  Lord's  Day  or  any  Part 
thereof  (except  from  Necessity  or  Charity)  upon  the 
Penalty  of  a  Sum  not  exceeding  twenty  Shillings  nor  less 
than  ten  Shillings. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  Person  shall  recreate, 
disport,  or  unnecessarily  walk,  or  loiter,  or  assemble 
themselves  in  the  Streets,  Lanes,  Wharves,  Plighways, 
common  Fields,  Pastures,  or  Orchards  of  any  Town  or 
Place,  within  this  State  on  the  said  Day,  or  any  Part 
thereof,  on  Penalty  of  the  Sum  of  y??;e  Shillings. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  Sexton,  Grave 
Digger,  Porter,  or  Bearer,  shall  be  assisting  at  the  Funeral 
of  any  Person  on  the  Lord's  Day,  or  any  Fart  4;hereof ; 
and  no  Person  shall  toll  any  Bell  for  such  Funeral,  unless 
Licence  be  given  by  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  ;  and  when 
in  any  Town  or  District  where  no  Justice  of  the  Peace 
dwells,  such  Licence  shall  be  granted  l)y  one  or  more  of 
the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  or  District,  on  Penalty  of 
twfnfy  Shillings,  to  l)e  paid  by  each  and  every  Person  so 
oftending ;  and  no  Justice  or  Selectman  shall  grant  an}^ 
Licence  except  in  Cases  of  Necessity  only. 

Be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  Vintner,  Retailer  of 
strong  Liquors,  Innholder,  or  other  Person  keeping  a 
House  of  public  Entertainment,  shall  entertain  or  suffer 
any  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  respective  Towns  where 
they  dwell,  or  others,  not  l)eing  Travellers,  Strangers  or 
Lodgers,  in  such  Houses,  to  abide  and  remain  in  their 
Houses,  Yards,  Orchards,  or  Fields,  drinking,  or  spend- 
ing their  Time  either  idly  or  at  play,  or  doing  any  secu- 
lar Business  on  the  Lord's  Day,  or  any  Part  thereof,  on 
Penalty  of  ten  Sltillings,  payable  by  such  Vintner, 
Retailer,  or  Innholder,  or  Person  keeping  such  House  of 
Entertainment,  for  each  Person  so  entertained  or  suffered  ; 
and  every  Person  so  drinking  or  abiding  (except  as  afore- 
said) shall  forfeit  a  Sum  not  exceeding  ten  Shillings,  nor 
less  thanfve  Shillings;  and  every  such  licenced  Person 
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upon  aii}^  Conviction,  after  the  tirst,  shall  forfeit  twenty 
Shillings,  and  having  been  three  Times  convicted,  shall 
be  debarred  renewing  such  his  Licence  forever  after. 

And  altJiougJi  it  is  the  /Sense  of'  this  Court  that  the  Preamble. 
Time  commanded  in  the  sacred  Scriptures  to  he  observed 
as  Holy  Time  includes  a  natural  Day  or  Twenty-four 
Hours:  Yet,  wJiereas  there  is  a  Difference  of  Opinion  con- 
cerning the  Beg  inning  and  Ending  of  the  Lord's  Day, 
among  the  good  People  of  this  Gommonivealth,  and  this 
Court  being  unwilling  to  lay  any  Restrictions,  which  may 
seem  unnecessary  or  unreasonable  to  Persons  of  Sobriety 
and  Conscience: 

Be    it   therefore    enacted   by   the   Authority  aforesaid. 
That  all  the  above  Regulations  respecting  the  due  Obser-  Time  fixed  for 
vation  of  the  Lord's  Day,  extend  to  the  Time  included  vatiorof^Lmd's 
between  the  ^Midnight  preceding,  and  the  Sun  Sitting  of  ^^y- 
the  same  Day. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid,  That  no  Per- 
son shall  be  present  at  any  Concert  of  Music,  Dancing  or  Diversions 
other  public  Diversion,  nor  shall  any  Person  or  Persons  p'°'"''"<^'1- 
use  any  Game,  Sport,  Play  or  Recreation  on  the  Land  or 
Water  on  the  Evening  next  preceding  or  succeeding  the 
Lord's  Da}',  on  Pain  of  forfeiting  ten  Shillings  for  each 
Offence.     And  no  Retailer,  Innholder,  or  Person  licenced  Reuiiers  &c. 

'  .  '  ^  Qot  to  enter- 

to  keep  a  public  House,  shall  entertain  or  suiter  to  remain  tain  Persons 

1        •        J 1      •      T  T  A^        T  J 1  T-»i  J         excepting  trav- 

or  be  in  their  Houses  or  lards,  or  other  Places  appurte-  eiiers&c 
nant,  an}^  Person  or  Persons   (Travellers,  Strangers,  or 
Lodgers  excepted)   drinking  or  spending  their  Time  on 
the  said  Evenings,  on  Penalty  of  ten  Shillings  for  each 
Offence. 

And  whereas  the p)ublic    Worship  of  Almighty  God  ^Vs  Preamble. 
esteemed  by^  Christians  an  essential  Part  of  the  due  Obser- 
vance of  the  Lord's  Day  and  requir'es  the  greatest  Decency 
and  Reverence  for  a  due  Performance  of  the  same: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted.  That  each  Person  being  able  of  ^u^bi*;"  wo"-"" 
Body,  and  not  otherwise  necessarily  prevented,  who  shall  ship— 
for  the  Space  of  one  Month  together,  absent  him  or  her- 
self from  the  public  Worship  of  God  on  the  Lord's  Day, 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  Sum  of  ten  Shillings,  provided 
there  be  any  Place  of  AVorship  on  which  they  can  con- 
scientiously and  conveniently  attend. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid.  That  Persons  behav- 
if  any  Person  shall  on  the  Lord's  Day,  within  the  Walls  Houses  of  pub- 
of  any  House  of  public  Worship,  behave  rudely  or  inde-  "^     *^'*  ''^' 
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cently,  he  or  she  shall  pay  a  Fine  not  more  than  forty 
8hillings  nor  less  than  five  Shillings.  And  if  the  Person 
so  otfencling  be  a  Servant  or  Person  under  Age,  and  their 
Parents,  Masters,  or  Guardians,  refuse  to  pay  the  Fine, 
such  Servant  or  Person  under  Age,  shall  l)e  punished  by 
Imprisonment,  not  exceeding  ten  Days,  nor  less  than  three 
Days,  at  the  Discretion  of  the  Justice  or  Court  before 
whom  such  Person  or  Persons  shall  be  convicted. 

And  be  it  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid,  That  it 
any  Person  or  Persons  either  on  the  Lord's  Day,  or  at 
any  other  Time,  shall  wilfully  interrupt  or  disturb  any 
Assembly  of  People  met  for  the  public  Worship  of  God, 
within  the  Place  of  their  assembling,  or  out  of  it,  he 
or  they  shall  severally  pay  a  Fine  not  exceeding  ten 
Pounds,  nor  less  than  liventy  SJiillings. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid.  That 
no  Person  shall  serve  or  execute  any  Civil  Process  from 
Midnight  preceding  to  Midnight  following  the  Lord's 
Day,  but  the  Service  thereof  shall  be  void,  and  the  Per- 
son serving  the  same  shall  be  as  lial)le  to  answer  Dam- 
ages to  the  Party  aggrieved  as  if  he  had  done  the  same 
without  any  such  Civil  Process. 

And  in  order  to  the  more  effectually  carrying  this  Act 
into  Execution  : 

Be  it  furtJier  enacted.  That  each  Town  and  District 
within  this  Commonwealth,  shall  at  the  Time  of  chusing 
Town  and  District  Officers,  annually  and  every  Year 
chuse  certain  Persons,  being  of  good  Substance,  and  sober 
Life  and  Conversation  to  be  Wardens  of  such  Town  or 
Districts  ;  of  which  Officers  the  Town  of  Boston  shall 
chuse  twelve,  viz.  one  for  each  Ward  in  said  Town  ;  and 
every  other  Town  or  District  shall  chuse  any  Number  not 
less  than  Two  and  not  exceeding  Six  ;  and  all  such  War- 
dens shall  take  the  following  Oath,  viz. 

You  being  chosen  a  Warden  for  the  Tonm  of 
for  the  Year  ensuing,  and  until  another  shall  be  chosen  in 
your  Roo7n,  do  solemnly  Swear,  that  you  will  diligently 
attend  to,  and  faithfully  execute  the  Duties  of  the  said 
Office,  without  Partiality,  and  accoi'ding  to  your  best  Dis- 
cretion and  Judgment. 

So  help  you  GOD. 

Penalty  for  not       And  if  any  Person  or  Persons  shall  refuse  or  neolect  to 
take  such  Oath,  and  to  serve  in  such  Office,  every  such 
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Person  in  the  Town  of  Boaton  sliall  be  liable  to  the  Pen- 
alty of  ten  Pounds;  and  in  any  other  Town  or  District, 
to  the  Penalty  oi  jive  Pounds.  And  every  Town  shall 
forthwith  proceed  to  the  Choice  of  other  or  others,  in  the 
Room  of  any  Person  or  Persons  so  refusing  or  neglecting, 
and  so  toties  quoties.  And  if  any  Person  or  Persons,  so 
refusing  or  neglecting,  shall  not  pay  to  the  Treasurer  of 
such  Town  the  Fine  or  Penalty  aforesaid,  he  shall  as  soon 
as  may  be,  be  summoned  to  appear  before  the  Court  of 
Sessions  for  the  County  ;  and  upon  Certificate  under  the 
Hand  of  the  Town  Clerk,  that  such  Person  was  legally 
chosen  to  the  Office  of  Warden,  unless  some  just  Cause 
shall  be  made  to  appear  to  the  said  Court  of  Sessions,  to 
excuse  the  Person  so  chosen  from  serving,  the  Justices 
shall  order  a  Warrant  to  l)e  signed  by  the  Clerk  of  the 
Peace,  directed  to  any  Constal)le  or  Constables  of  such 
Town,  to  levy  the  said  Fine  by  Distress  and  Sale  of 
such  Oftender's  Goods,  returning  the  Overplus,  if  any 
there  be  :  And  the  Fine  or  Penalty  so  levied  or  paid, 
shall  be  delivered  to  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  or  Select- 
men, for  the  Use  of  the  Poor  of  such  Town  :  And  if  the 
Town  of  Boston  shall  neglect  the  due  Observance  of  this 
Act,  and  shall  not  chuse,  in  Manner  as  required,  such 
Officers,  the  said  Town  shall  incur  the  Penalty  of  one  Penalty  on 
Hundred  Pounds;  and  any  other  Town  so  neglecting  chJosing!*"^ 
shall  incur  the  Penalty  oi  fifty  Pounds,  upon  every  Con- 
viction of  such  Neglect  before  the  Court  of  Sessions 
for  the  County  wherein  such  Town  shall  be,  to  be  levied 
by  AVarrant  tVom  the  said  Court  in  Proportion  upon  the 
Inhabitants,  as  public  Charges  are  levied  to  be  paid  into 
the  County  Treasury. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Persons  so  chosen  warden's  Duty. 
and  servino-  as  ^^^ardens  shall  be  held  and  obbVed  to 
enquire  into,  observe  and  inform  of  all  Offences  against 
this  Act ;  and  every  such  Warden  is  hereby  authorised 
and  empowered  to  enter  into  any  of  the  Rooms  and  other 
Parts  of  any  Inn  or  public  House  of  Entertainment  on 
the  Lord's  Day,  and  the  Evening  preceding  and  succeed- 
ing; and  if  such  Entrance  shall  be  refused  to  any  War- 
den, the  Landlord  or  licenced  Person  shall  forfeit  the 
Sum  oi  Forty  Shillings  for  each  and  every  Offence. 

And  the  said  Wardens  are  herel)y  further  authorised 
and  empowered  within  their  respective  Towns,  to  exam- 
ine all  Persons  suspected  as  unnecessarily  Travelling  as 
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aforesaid,  on  the  Lord's  Day,  and  to  demand  of  all  such 
Persons  the  Cause  thereof,  together  with  their  Names  and 
Phices  of  Abode  :  And  if  such  Persons  shall  refuse  to 
make  answer  to  such  Demands,  or  shall  not  give  to  such 
Warden  or  Wardens  such  Reasons  for  their  Travelling 
upon  the  Lord's  Day,  as  shall  satisfy  such  Wardens  of 
the  Necessity  thereof,  such  Wardens  shall  return  the 
Names  of  all  such  Persons  as  they  shall  know  or  can 
obtain  the  Name  of,  to  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  ;  and  such 
Justice  shall  proceed  to  Trial  of  the  Offence,  if  the 
Offender  shall  be  within  the  County,  or  otherwise  such 
WaiTlen  shall  return  the  Names  of  such  Persons,  and  the 
Offence,  to  the  Grand  Jury,  for  their  Consideration  and 
Proceeding  thereon.  And  if  any  person  shall  willfully 
give  false  Answer  to  any  such  Demands  of  any  Wardens, 
every  Person  so  offending,  shall  forfeit  five  Pounds  for 
each  and  every  Offence  :  And  any  two  Justices  of  the 
Peace,  Quorum  Unus,  for  any  County  where  such  Per- 
son shall  be  found,  shall  have  full  Power  and  Authority 
to  enquire  into,  try  and  determine  such  offence. 

And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  Lawful  for 
each  and  every  Warden  and  Wardens,  that  have  already 
been  chosen,  or  that  may  hereafter  be  chosen  in  Conse- 
quence of  this  Act,  either  by  himself  or  with  such  Assist- 
ance as  he  shall  judge  needful  to  take  or  call  to  his  Aid, 
forcibly  to  stop  and  detain  any  Person  or  Persons  he  shall 
suspect  of  unnecessarily  Travelling  as  aforesaid,  for  and 
during  such  Space  of  Time  as  shall  be  necessary  for 
demanding  the  Cause  or  Reason  of  such  Person's  Travel- 
ling, his  Name  and  Place  of  Abode,  and  receiving  the 
Answers  in  such  Demands  :  And  in  Case  any  Person  or 
Persons  shall  not  o-jve  Satisfaction  to  the  Warden  or  War- 
dens  demanding  the  same,  such  Warden  or  Wardens 
shall  have  full  Power  and  Authority  to  detain  in  his  or 
their  Custody  such  Person  or  Persons,  until  a  regular 
Trial  may  be  had,  unless  such  Warden  or  Wardens  shall 
receive  Satisfaction  before  the  Time  of  Trial.  And  every 
Person  examined  by  any  Warden  or  Wardens  in  Conse- 
quence of  this  Act,  that  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  give 
direct  Answers,  shall,  on  Conviction  of  such  his  Refusal 
or  Neglect,  forfeit  and  pay  the  Sum  of^  five  Pounds,  and 
may  be  prosecuted  and  tried  in  the  same  Manner  as  is 
already  provided  in  this  Act  for  giving  a  false  Answer : 
And  every  Person  who  shall  be  required  to  assist  and 
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give  Aid  to  any  Wjirden,  that  shall  refuse  or  neglect  so 
to  do,  shall  for  every  such  Ottence  forfeit  and  })ay  the  Sum  penalty. 
of  forty  ShiUi7}(js;  unless  such  Person  or  Persons  so 
refusing  or  neglecting  shall  make  reasonable  Excuses  to 
the  Acceptance  of  the  Court  or  Justice  l^efore  whom  they 
shall  be  tried. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Oath  of  any  Warden  outhof  any 
shall  be  deemed  full  and  sufficient  Evidence  in"^any  Trial  SellfET'' 
for  any  Otfence  against  this  Act,  unless  in  the  Judgment  ^Har'"""-^ 
of  the  Court  or  Justice  the  same  shall  be  invalidated  by 
other  Evidence  that  may  be  produced. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  Person  exempt  from 
serving  as  a  Grand-Jur^^man  shall  be  liable  to  any  Penalty 
for  not  serving  as  Warden  ;  any  Thing  in  this  Act  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding  :  And  no  Person  shall  be  held 
and  obliged  to  serve  in  the  said  Office  of  Warden  more 
than  once  in  five  Years  ;  and  every  Warden,  when  in  the  Priviiedge of 
Execution  of  his  Office,  shall  carry  w4th  him  a  white  ^^'''"'p"*- 
Wand,  not  less  than  seven  Feet  in  Length,  as  a  Badge 
of  his  Office,  and  may  command  Assistance  when  he  shall 
judge  it  necessary  ;  and  any  Person  refusing  or  neglecting 
to  be  so  aiding  and  assisting,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  Sum 
oi forty  8h  illings . 

And  be  it  further  enacted,   That  the  Parents  of  an}'  Parents  and 
Children  under  Age,  and  the  Guardians  of  any  Minors,  liaifie  for  Fines. 
and  the  Masters  of  Servants  who  shall  have  no  Parents 
nor  Guardians,  shall  be  respectively  liable  for  the  Fines 
of  their  Children,  Wards  or  Servants,  who  shall  be  con- 
victed of  any  Offence  against  this  Act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  Case  any  Person  that  Persons  not 
shall  be  convicted  of  profaning  the  Lord's  Day  in  any  of  subject  to  im- 
the  Instances  mentioned  in  this  Act,  shall  not  immedi-  p"*''""^*^"  • 
ately  pay  the  Sum  or  Sums  by  him  forfeited  as  aforesaid, 
he  shall  be  punished  by  being  committed  to  the  common 
Goal  of  the  County,  there  to  remain  not  exceeding  ten 
Days,  nor  less  than  five  Days. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,   That  notwithstanding  the  other  civii 
special  Provision  made  by  this  Act  for  preventing  the  Notice  of 
P)reaches  thereof,   any  Justice  of  the  Peace   shall    upon  Act?*^^ 
Inspection,  convict  any  Person  ;    and  such  special   Pro- 
vision, shall  not  be  construed  or  understood  to  exempt 
any  Sheriffs,  Grand  Jurors,  Tithing  Men,  Constables  or 
(;ther  Officers,  or  Persons  whatsoever,  from  any  Obliga- 
tion or  Duty,  to  cause  this  Act  to  be  put  in  Execution, 
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hut  they  shall  he  held  to  take  due  Notice  and  prosecute 
all  Breaches  thereof,  such  special  Provision  notwithstand- 
ing. 

A7id  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  Ott'ences  against  this 
Act  may  be  heard  and  determined  before  any  of  the  Jus- 
tices of  the  Peace  in  their  respective  Counties  where  the 
Fine  does  not  exceed  the  Sum  oi  forty  Shillinys.  All 
Fines  and  Forfeitures  arising  by  this  Act,  not  therein 
otherwise  disposed  of,  shall  be  applied  towards  the  Sup- 
port of  the  Poor  in  the  Town  where  the  Oftence  shall  be 
committed. 

Be  if  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid,  That 
such  Towns  as  have  neglected  to  choose  Wardens  in  the 
Month  of  March  last,  and  have  thereby  incurred  a  Pen- 
alty, be,  and  hereby  are  exempted  from  such  Penalty, 
provided  such  Towns  choose  them  on  or  before  the  Month 
of  January  next,  which  Choice  they  are  hereby  empow- 
ered to  make. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid. 
That  this  Act  shall  be  publicly  read  by  the  Clerk  of  the 
Peace,  at  the  opening  of  each  Court  of  General  Sessions 
of  the  Peace  within  this  State,  and  by  each  Town-Clerk 
annually,  at  the  Yearly  Meeting  in  the  Month  oi  March. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid. 
That  all  Laws  heretofore  made,  so  far  as  they  relate  to 
the  due  Observation  of  the  Lord's  Day,  be  and  hereby 
are  repealed  and  declared  null  and  void. 

October  22,  1782. 
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[September  Session,  ch.  7.] 

Chap    24  ^^'  ^CT  FOR  REGUL.\TING  THE  TREASURY;   AND  FOR  REPEAL- 

^  '  ING   CERTAIN    PARTS    OF   AN    ACT,    INTITLED,   "AN    ACT    FOR 

THE     BETTER     REGULATION     OF    THE     TREASURY     OF    THIS 

COMMONWEALTH,     AND     FOR     APPOINTING     AN      ASSISTANT 

TREASURER." 

JVhereas  by  the  Death  of  the  late  Treasurer,  Henry 
Gardner,  Esq;  the  Business  0/  the  Treasury  is  deranged, 
and  that  Part  assigm-d  the  Assistant  Treasurer  may  in 
future  be  transacted  by  the  present  Treasurer  : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  General  Court  assembled ,  and  by  the  Author- 
ity of  the  same.  That  the  Act  entitled,  "  An  Act  for  the 
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hotter  Regulation  of  the  Treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  An  Actfonbe 
and  for  appointino-  an  Assistant  Treasurer,"  be,  and  hereby  uon^of  tbf  ^ 
is  in  every  Part  repealet^  and  made  null  and  void,  except  fo^app^inuUg 
so  much  and  such  Parts  of  the  same  as  oblige  the  said  x'i-^aurerre- 
Assistant  Treasurer  to  account  for  his  Conduct  while  in  peaied— ex- 
that  Office. 

And  be  it  enacted  hy  the  Authority  aforesaid ^  That  the 
several  Duties  contained  in  the  above  said  Act  devolve 
upon  and  he  transacted  and  performed  by  the  present 
Treasurer. 

Be  it  farther  enacted  by  tJie  Authority  aforesaid^  That 
all   Warrants,   Executions   and  Precepts   of  every   Kind  AUWarran-s, 
which  were  issued  by  the  late  Treasurer,  Henry  Gardner,  totheiate 
Esq  ;   and   returnable   to  him,   he,   and  they  hereby  are  retul-uabie  to 
made  returnable  to  the  i)resent  Treasurer,  and  that  the  Tr^eaJurer! 
Doings  of  the  respective  Officers  thereon  since  the  Decease 
of  the  late  Treasurer,  he,  and  hereby  are  made  valid  and 
of  the  same  Force  and  Authenticity  as  if  the  late  Treas- 
urer had   then    been   living ;    any   Law   to   the   contrary 
notwithstanding. 

And  it  is  further  enacted,  That  the  present  Treasurer  Treasurer  em- 
be,  and  he  hereby  is  empowered  and  directed  to  continue  unueconJoii^"" 
consolidating  public  Securities  issued  by  the  Authority  of  securitfesl'''" 
this  Commonwealth,  in  the  same  Way  and  Manner  as  was 
heretofore   provided,   and  to  continue  the  same  till  the 
further  Order  of  this  Court. 

And   it   is   also  further  enacted,   That  the  Committee  committee  ap- 
appointed  to  examine  and  settle  the  Accounts  of  the  late  amin'elnd  Tettie 
Treasurer,  Henry  Gardner,  be  still  continued  under  the  u^rlr'^s  Accounts 
same  Commission,  to  examine  and  audit  said  Accounts,  continued, 
anl  that  they  proceed  in  the  Settlement  of  the  same  with 
the  Administrator  on  the  Estate  of  the  said  late  Treasurer, 
or  such  Person  as  he  shall  appoint,  up  to  the  Eighth  Day 
of  October  Instant. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  Committee  appointed  to  receive  from  the  Admin-  committee 
istrator  of  the  late  Treasurer  Gardner,  the  Property  of  emproTpersons 
this  Commonwealth,  and  deliver  the  same  to  the  present  "ssTstTn'^Ltuiug 
Treasurer,  be  and  they  hereby  are  authorised  and  empow-  '^['ccount^'^oTfhe 
ered  to  employ,  at  the  Expence  of  this  Commonwealth,  late Treasurer. 
such  Persons  as  may  appear  to  them  to  be  necessary  to 
assist  in  settling  the  Books  and  Accounts  of  the  said  late 
Treasurer. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  shall  he  allowed 
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''^'•'""'istiator    t()  the  Adiuiiiistnitor  on  the  Estate  of  the  hite  Treasurer 
leafouiibie  Sum  Gardner,  or  to  such  Person  or  Persons  as  shall  be  by  him 
employed,  a  reasonable  Sum  tor  his  or  their  Service  in 
bringing  up  and  settling  the  said  Treasurer's  Accounts. 

October  22,1782. 


Chap.  25 


1783.  — Chapter  25. 

[September  Session,  ch.  8.] 

AN  ACT  TO  COMPEL  EXECUTORS  LIVING  WITHOUT  THE  COM- 
MONWEALTH, TO  SETTLE  THEIR  ACCOUNTS;  AND  TO  OBLIGE 
ADMINISTRATORS  AND  GUARDIANS,  NOT  BEING  INHABITANTS 
OF  THIS  COMMONWEALTH,  TO  GIVE  BONDS  WITH  PROPER 
SURETIES  FOR  THE  PERFORMANCE  OF  THE  DUTIES  OF 
THEIR  TRUST. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Seriate  and  House  of  Rejwesenta- 

tives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  Authority  of 

Personsap-        ^/^g  Same,  That  when  any  Person  who  shall  hereafter  be 

pointed  Execu-  •  i   t-<  rn  in  i        i-n- 

tors,  living         appomted  Executor  to  any  lestament,  shall,  at  the   i  uiie 

Common-  '*       of  the  Pi'obate  of  the  same,  live  without  this  Common- 

I'nto'Bonds'"'"'  Wealth,  he  shall,  before  the  Probate  of  the  Will  wherel)y 

he  is  appointed,  enter  into  Bonds  to  the  Judge  of  Probate 

for  the  County  in  which  the  Testator  lived,  with  sufficient 

Sureties,  being  Inhabitants  of  the  said   Commonwealth, 

for  his  faithful  Performance  of  the  Trust  "reposed  in  him  : 

And   if  such  Executor  shall    refuse  to   enter  into   such 

Bonds,   Administration  shall   be  granted,   with  the   Will 

annexed  in  the  same  Manner  as  if  such  Executor  declined 

the  Trust. 

Executors  re-^^^^      ^^tZ  be  it  further  enacted.  That  when   any  Executor 

this  Common-     shall  rcmovc  himself  without  this  Commonwealth,   and 

the  Settlement    l)ecome  au  Inhabitant  of  some  other  State,  Place,  or  King- 

count"'/dmin    dom,  bcforc  his  Accounts  shall  l>e  settled,  and  shall  not, 

granted" d°^'*'     upou  bciug  thercuuto  required  by  the  Judge  of  Probate 

bo7ii8  non,&.c.    j^  the  Couuty  where  the  Will  shall  have  been  pa'oved, 

come  into  this  Commonwealth  and  settle  his  Accounts, 

Administration  shall  be  granted,  de  bonis  non,  with  the 

Will  annexed,  in  the  same  Manner  as  if  such  Executor 

had  died  Intestate  ;    and  he  shall  be  answerable  to  such 

Administrator  for  all  the  Estate  which  shall  have  come  to 

his   Hands ;    having   Credit  for  his  just   Expences,   the 

Debts  he  may  have  discharged,  and  the  Legacies  he  may 

have  paid. 

And   be    it  further  enacted.    That   where    any   Person 
now  living  without  this  Commonwealth,  shall  have  been 
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api)()intO(l  Executor  to  the  Will  of  any  Person  now 
deceased,  shall,  upon  being-  duly  required  by  the  Judge 
of  Probate  of  the  County  where  the  Will  hath  been 
proved,    to    come   and    settle    his    Accounts,    and    i^hall  i"  CaHe  ex. 

,■  ,  1  J  J 1         J 1  1  1        editors  refuse 

retuse  to  api)ear  and  settle  the  same,  and  pay  the  to e.ttic their 
Debts  and  Legacies,  Administration  de  bonis  non,  with 
the  AVill  annexed,  shall  be  granted  in  the  same  Manner 
as  if  such  Will  had  been  proved  after  the  making  of  this 
Act,  and  the  Executor  had  removed  himself  without  the 
Connnonwealth  after  the  Probate  of  the  same  \\"i\\. 

And  be  , it  further  enacted,  That  when  any  Person  or  persons  not 
Persons,  not"  being  Inhabitants  of  this  Commonwealth,  SJahi^s*" 
shall  take   Letters  of  Administration    on  any  Intestate  *^'°'",[?°"- , . 

■/  wcaltn,  taking 

Estate,  or  Letters  of  Guardianship  in  Behalf  of  Minors,  Liters  of  Ad- 

1  .1  1      II  •  ,  1      T      J  1      •  1      ministration,  to 

lie  or  the}'  snail,  previous  to  such  Letters  being  granted,  give  Bond. 
give  Bond  with  sufficient  Sureties,  being  Inhabitants  of 
this  Commonwealth,  to  the  Judge  of  Probate   granting 
such  Letters,  for  the  taithful  Performance  of  the  Trust 
reposed  in  said  Administrators  or  Guardians. 

October  23,  1782. 

1782.  — Chapter  26. 

[September  Session,  ch.  9.J 

AN    ACT    FOR    CONFIRMING    CERTAIN    LANDS,  LYING    IN    THE    (JJidj)    26 
COUNTY    OF    YORK,    TO    CERTAIN    PERSONS    CLAIMING    THE  ^  ' 

SAME,  UNDER  WILLIAM  PHILLIPS  AND  BRIDGET  PHILLIPS. 

WJiereas  some  Doubts  have  arisen  what  Estates  said  Preamble. 
Claimants  have  in  the  Lands  herein  after  described,  and 
the  Interposition  of  the  Legislature  is  found  necessary  to 
remove  the  same.     Therefore, 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled ,  and  by  the  Authority  of 
the  same,  That  the  Lands  contained  within  the  Limits  or  Lander  con- 
Boundaries  followino-,  (except  the  Tract  of  Land  called  pr!^priet°or8^ 
Coxhall,  and  also  alfLands  within  those  Limits  heretofore  ^^'?|f;i"f„"ph^u■ 
laid  out  l)v  Virtue  of  Grants  regularly  made  l)y  the  Gen-  "1^%-'"'"  ,, ., 

•  .  1  1        -r>  Bridget  Phil- 

eral  Court)  be  and  they  hereby  are  confirmed  to  the  Pro-  lips jn  the 

.    ,  ,'  .      ,  T  N      I  T  ,1  1  TTr-'77  •  County  of 

prietors  claiming  and  holding  the   same  under    Wiltiam  York. 

Phillips  and  Bridget  Phillips,  their  Heirs  and  Assigns, 

viz.   Beginning  at  the  North  Corner  of  Sandford,  which  Boundaries. 

Corner  may  l)e  ascertained  by  a  Line  running  South  We.st, 

and   North  East,  through  a   certain   small   Pond,   called 

Beaver  Hill  Pond;  and  from  the  said  North  Corner  of 
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Sandford,  thus  ascertained,  to  run  North  West,  a])Out 
eight  Miles,  to  little  Ossipee  River ;  then  by  said  River, 
including  Half  of  the  same  as  the  said  River  runs,  to  Saco 
River ;  then  by  said  Saco  River  to  the  Head  Line  of 
Biddeford;  then  by  the  Head  Lines  of  the  Towns  of 
Biddeford  and  Arundel  to  the  East  Corner  of  said  Sand- 
ford,  as  it  Avas  originally  incorporated ;  then  by  said 
Sandford  as  it  was  originally  laid  out  by  the  Name  of 
Phillips  Town,  to  the  North  Corner  thereof,  l)eing  the 
Boundary  first  mentioned. 
Proviso.  Provided  nevertheless,  and  the  foregoing  (Confirmation 

is  to  be  understood  to  be  made  upon  the  following  Con- 
ditions, viz.  That  the  said  Proprietors  shall  on  or  before 
the  first  Day  of  Januari/  next,  release  and  relinquish  all 
further  Claims  to  the  Lands  within  the  Limits  above  con- 
firmed to  them,  which  were  laid  out  by  Virtue  of  Grants 
regularly  made  by  the  General  Court ;  and  also  to  all 
Lands  contained  within  the  following  Limits,  viz.  Begin- 
ning at  said  North  Corner  of  Sandford,  thence  running- 
North  West,  about  eight  Miles,  to  little  Ossipee  River ; 
then  Westerly  by  little  Ossipee  River,  to  the  Pond  called 
Ossijjee  Pond  ;  then  by  said  Pond  to  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire ;  then  Southerly  by  N'eiv  Hampshire  Line  to 
the  Westerly  Corner  of  Lebanon;  then  Northeasterly  by 
the  Head  Lines  of  Lebanon  and  Sandford  to  said  North 
Corner  of  Sandford  aforesaid  ;  and  shall  make  and  exe- 
cute according  to  Law,  good  and  suflicient  Deed  or 
Deeds  of  Release  and  Quit-Claim,  according  to  the  true 
Intent  and  Meaning  of  this  Act,  and  to  the  Acceptance 
of  Jedediah  Prehhle,  Esq  :  and  others,  the  Committee 
appointed  by  the  General  Court  to  examine  the  Claims 
of  said  Proprietors  to  said  Lands,  who  shall  cause  the 
same  to  l)e  recorded  by  the  Register  of  Deeds  for  the 
County  of  York,  with  the  Records  for  the  said  County, 
and  then  File  the  same  in  the  Secretary's  Office,  and  also 
on  Condition  that  the  said  Proprietors  shall  pay  or  cause 
to  be  paid  to  the  said  Committee  the  one  Half  of  their 
Expences  in  viewing  and  ascertaining  the  Boundaries 
aforesaid,  with  the  other  Boundaries  mentioned  in  their 
Report. 
Proviso.  Provided  also.  That  nothing  in  this  Act  shall  be  so  con- 

strued as  to  injure,  defeat,  or  make  void  any  b'ight  or 
Claim,  which  the  Commonwealth  have,  or  may  have,  to 
any  Part  of  said  Lands,  which  belonged  to  certain  Persons 
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called  Conspirators  or  Absentees  ;  any  Thing  in  this  Act 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Aho provided.  That  nothing  in  the  foregoing  Act  shall 
be  construed  to  effect  the  Property  of  either  of  the  Towns 
of  Biddeford  or  Arundel.  October  30,  1782. 
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[September  Session,  ch.  10.] 

AN  ACT  FOR  CONFIRMING  CERTAIN  LA.NDS,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF    (J/inr)    27 
YORK,  TO  CERTAIN  PERSONS  CLAIMING   THE    SAME,  UNDER  ^  ' 

XICHOLAS  SHAPLEIGH. 

Whereas  certain  Persons  acting  as  Proprietors  of  Lands  Preamble. 
lender   the    Title  of  Nicholas   Shapleigh,    supposing  that 
they  owned,  Lands  to  the    Soidhward   of  Little   Ossipee 
River,  and  at  considerable  Expence  improved  and  settled 
a  Part  thereof:     Therefore, 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  Authority  of 
the  same.  That  the  Tract  of  Land  contained  within  the  Tract  of  Land 
following  Limits,  be  and  hereby  is  granted  and  confirmed  p°e"fonTciIrm. 
to  said  Persons  who  have  acted  in  Proprietors  Meeting,  Jfo^der'^Nfchoias 
under  the  Character  and  by  the  Name  of  the  Proprietors  shapieigh,  in 

.  .  .      -.-■  the  County  of 

claiming  Lands  under  J^icholas  Shapleigh,  late  ot  Kittery,  Yorii. 
deceased,  their  Heirs  and  Assigns  (excepting  all  Lands 
within  those  Limits  heretofore  laid  out  by  Virtue  of  Grants 
made  by  the  General  Court)  viz.  Beginning  Seven  Hun-  Boundaries. 
dred  and  Eighty  Rods  North- West  from  the  North  Corner 
of  Sanford,  thence  running  South  One  Thousand  and 
Seventy  Rods  to  Sanford  Head  Line  ;  then  West  Seven 
Hundred*  and  Twenty  Rods  ;  then  South  Two  Hundred 
and  Fifty  Rods  ;  then  West  nearly  Six  Miles  to  Salmon 
Pall  River;  then  Xortli  by  Salmon  Pall  River,  and  the 
Li)ie  run  l)y  Order  of  Governor  Belcher  in  the  Year  of 
our  LORD  One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Forty-one, 
between  JS^ew  Hampshire  and  the  late  Province  of  Main, 
about  Ten  Miles  to  little  Ossipee  Pond;  then  by  said 
Pond  and  little  Ossipee  River,  North  Easterly,  until  it 
intersects  a  Line  drawn  North-West  from  the  North  Corner 
of  Sanford  aforesaid  ;  then  South-East  to  the  first  men- 
tioned Rounds,  together  with  a  small  Gore  of  Land  at  the 
Head  of  I^ebanon,  containing  about  Three  Hundred  Acres, 
adjoining  to  a  Lot  granted  by  the  General  Court  to  3Iid- 
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Proviso.  dlecot  Cook,  Esquire  ;  provided  however,  and  upon  Con- 

dition, that  the  said  Proprietors  shall,  on  or  before  the 
First  Day  of  March  next,  give  sufficient  Security  to  the 
Acceptance  of  Jedediah  Prebh\  Esquire,  and  others, 
the  Connnittee  appointed  by  the  General  Court  to  examine 
the  Claims  of  said  Proprietors  to  said  Lands,  for  the  Pay- 
ment of  Four  Hundred  Pounds  to  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Commonwealth,  for  the  Use  thereof,  on  or  before  the 
Tenth  Day  of  October  next,  with  Interest  for  the  same  till 
paid  :  And  provided  also,  that  the  several  Lots  in  said 
Tract  before  descri])ed,  already  appropriated  to  public 
Uses,  be  truly  reserved  for  those  Purposes  ;  and  also  that 
the  said  Proprietors  pay  to  the  Committee  aforesaid,  one 
Half  of  their  Expences  in  ascertaining  the  Boundaries 
aforesaid,  with  other  Boundaries  mentioned  in  their 
Report'.  October  30,  1782. 

1782.  — Chapter  28. 

•  [September  Session,  ch.  11.] 


ChaV    28  ^^  ^^"^  ^^^  GRANTING  A  LOTTERY  FOR   REl 
^  '  PORTING  A  BRIDGE    OVER   AGAWAM  RIVE 


; PAIRING  AND  SUP- 
PER,  SO   CALLED,   IN 
WEST  SPRINGFIELD. 


Preamble.  Wherecis  the  InJicibitants  of  the  To2n2  0/ West  Spring- 

field have  2)etitwned  that  they  ina.y  have  Liberty  granted 
them  to  raise  the  Sum  of  tvjo  Hundred  Pounds,  by  a  Lot- 
tery, for  the  Purpose  of  repairing  and  supporting  a 
Bridge  in  West  SpringHeld,  over  Agawam  River  so 
called.  And  whereas  it  appears  that  the  same  Bridge  is 
of  great  Utility  to  the  Public  and  that  it  is  necessary  that 
the  same  sJiould  be  kept  in  Repair :     Therefore, 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Reijresenta- 
tives  in  General  Court  assembled  and  by  the  Authority  of 

£200  raised  by  the  Same,  That  a  Sum  not  exceeding  two  Hundred  Pounds, 
be  raised  by  a  Lottery  or  Lotteries,  by  a  deduction  of 
twenty  per  Cent.  u|)on  the  Tickets  when  sold,  for  and  to  the 
Purpose  of  repairing  and  supporting  the  said  Bridge,  and 

Abraham  Bur-    tXvdt  Abraham  BurbanJi,  Justin  Ely  and  Eliphcdet  Leon- 

bank  and  others  7-1-1  •  t»t  rt        •  •         cy     i  i  -  itit  t  7 

elected  ard,  Esquo'cs  ;  Air.  Benjamin  Stebbiiis,  and  Mr.  Joseph 

White,  or  any  three  of  them  shall  be  Managers  of  the 
said  Lottery  or  Lotteries,  who  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faith- 
ful Performance  of  their  Trust ;  which  said  Managers 
shall  make  and  publish  in  such  News  Papers  as  they  shall 


Managers 
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judge  proper,  ;i  Scheme  for  the  said  Lottery  or  Lotteries, 
as  soon  as  may  be,  and  all  necessary  Rules  and  Eegu- 
lations    therewith,    for    the    Management    thereof.     And 
all   Pi'izes  which  may  be  drawn  in  the  said    Lottery  or  Prizes  to  bo 
Lotteries  shall  be  paid  without  any  Deduction,  provided  DeduTuor'^ 
they  are  demanded  within  eight  IMonths  after  the  Draw-  Proviso. 
ing    of   the    said    Lottery    or   Lotteries ;    otherwise    the 
Money  arising  from  such  Prizes  shall  be  appropriated  to 
the  Purpose  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  hy  the  Authority  aforesaid. 
That  if  any  Person  shall  forge,  counterfeit  or  alter  any  PereouH  con- 
Lottery  Ticket  issued  by  Virtue  of  this  Act,  or  shall  pass  Vexy.  °    '"" 
or  utter  any  such  counteifeited,  forged  or  altered  Ticket, 
knowing  the  same  to  be  false,  forged,  counterfeited  or 
altered,  or  that  shall  counsel,  advise,  or  assist  in  forging, 
altering  'or    counterfeiting   the    same,   every    Person    so 
otiending,  and  being  thereof  convicted,  before    the    Su- 
preme Judicial   Court    of  this  Commonwealth,    shall  be 
punished  by  setting  on  the  Gallows  for  the  Space  of  one  peuaity. 
Hour,  with  a  Eope  round  his  Neck,  or  shall  pay  a  Fine 
not  exceeding  one  Hundred  Pounds,  to  the  Use  of  this 
Commonwealth,    or    shall    suffer   not  more    than  twelve 
Months  Imprisonment,  nor  less  than  two,  or  be  publicly 
Whipped,  not  exceeding  thirty-nine  Stripes,  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  said  Court,  according  to  the  Nature  and 
Circumstances  of  the  ()i!euce.     And  the  said  Managers,  or  Managers  to 
any  three  of  them  are  hereby  empowered  and  directed  MonTesfor  the 
from  Time  to  Time,  to  lay  out  the  Monies  arising  from  fgJd!'"^'' '''^°'''" 
this  Lottery,  for  the  Purpose  of  repairing  and  support- 
ing the  abovesaid  Bridge,  in  West  Springfield. 

Provided  nevertJieless,  That  no  Tickets  in  this  Lottery  proviso. 
l)e  exposed  to  sale  till   after   the  drawing  of  a  Lottery 
ijranted  for  erectino-  a  Bridg-e  over   Chel:ehee  River,  lead- 
ing  from  Springfield  to  Hadley.  November  1,  1782. 

1782.  — Chapter  29. 

[Septemlier  Session,  ch.  12.] 

AN   ACT  IN  ADDITION  UNTO  AN  ACT,  INTITLED,      "AN  ACT  PRO-    (Jkap.  29 
VIDING    FOR    THE  LEVYING  AND    COLLECTING  OF  TAXES  IN  1  '      ' 

PLANTATIONS  THAT  ARE  NOT  INCORPORATED. 

\Vhereas  there  has  been  a  great  Failure   in   assessing  PrcamMe. 
and  collecting  Plantation  Taxes,  and  some  further  Pro- 


78 


1782. —  Chapter  29. 


Plantations 
ncelecting  to 
choose  Officers. 


Penalty. 


Assessors  and 
Collectors  in 
Case  of  Refu- 
sal— 


When  the 
Treasurer  shall 
have  issued  his 
Warrant  for 
assessing  a  Tax 


lu  .such  Case. 


vision  is  necessary  to  prevent  such  Failure  in  future,  and 
for  assessing  and  collecting  such  Taxes  as  have  already 
been  ordered  to  he  assessed  and  collected:     Therefore, 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  Authority  oj 
the  same,  That  if  any  Plantation  within  thi.s  Common- 
wealth, upon  due  warning  given,  shall  neglect  to  assemble 
for  the  Purpose  of  choosing  the  Officers  which  they  are 
empowered  to  choo.se  by  the  said  Act,  or  being  so  assem- 
bled, shall  neglect  to  choose  such  Officers,  such  Planta- 
tion shall  forfeit  the  Sum  of  twenty  Pounds,  to  be 
recovered  in  an^^  Court  proper  to  try  the  same,  and 
applied  to  the  Use  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Be  it  further  enacted.  That  such  Assessors  and  Collect- 
ors as  shall  be  duly  appointed  by  any  Court  of  General 
Sessions  of  the  Peace,  shall  be  severally  subjected  to  the 
same  Penalties  in  Case  of  their  Refusal  to  accept  and 
perform  the  Duties  of  their  Respective  Offices,  as  they 
would  have  incurred  in  Case  of  such  Refusal,  if  chosen 
by  the  Inhabitants  of  their  several  and  respective  Planta- 
tions. 

Whereas  in  many  Instances  it  may  be  difficult  for  the 
Courts  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  to  come  to  the 
Knoivledge  of  any  Neglect  in  the  Choice-  of  Plantation 
Officers,  unless  some  special  Provision  is  made  for  that 
Purpose :     Therefore , 

Be  it  further  enacted,  That  whenever  the  Treasurer  of 
this  Commonwealth  shall,  in  pursuance  of  a  Law  thereof, 
.  have  issued  his  Warrant  for  assessing  a  Ta.K,  directed  to  the 
Assessors  of  any  Plantation,  and  shall  have  transmitted, 
or  caused  to  be  transmitted  such  Warrant  to  such  Planta- 
tion ;  if  in  such  Case  said  Treasurer  shall  not  within  the 
Space  of  three  Months  after  the  Time  specified  in  such 
Warrant  for  assessing  such  Tax,  and  transmitting  a  Cer- 
tificate thereof  to  him,  receive  such  Certificate,  then  the 
said  Treasurer  shall  forthwith  certif}^  such  Failure,  Omis- 
sion or  Neglect  to  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the 
Peace  for  the  County  to  which  such  Plantation  belongs  ; 
which  Certificate  from  the  said  Treasurer  shall  be  taken 
and  deemed  as  full  and  sufficient  Evidence  of  the  Neglect 
in  such  Plantation  to  choose  the  Plantation  Officers  afore- 
said ;  unless  the  same  shall  be  invalidated  by  other  Testi- 
mony :   And  such  Coui"t  shall,  as  soon  as  may  be,  proceed 
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in  the  Appointment  of  a  Clerk,  Assessors  and  a  Collector 
or  Collectors  for  such  Plantation  ;  and  shall  appoint  some 
suitable  Person,  being  a  principal  Inhabitant  of  such 
Plantation,  to  administer  the  necessary  and  usual  Oaths 
to  such  Officers  ;  who  is  hereby  empowered  and  directed 
to  administer  the  same  accordingly  ;  and  shall  be  held  and 
obliged  to  notify  the  Officers  appointed  by  such  Court, 
to  appear  before  him  within  six  Days  at  farthest  from  the 
Time  of  his  receiving  Notice  of  his  Appointment,  and 
Notice  of  the  Appointment  of  such  Officers.  And  if 
such  Plantation  Officers,  or  either  of  them,  shall  neo:lect  piantatioD 

1  1  /-All  T  •        ^  •   ^   •        J^  •  ^        '       Onicers  neg- 

to  take  the  Oaths  by  Law  required  wathm  the  said  six  lecting  to  take 
Days,  the  Person  appointed  as  aforesaid  to  administer  the  required  by 
said  Oaths,  shall  certify  such  Neglect  to  the  next  Court  of  ^*""- 
General    Sessions    of    the    Peace,    to   be    held    for   such 
County  ;    who  shall  thereupon,  by  Appointment,  fill  up 
any  Vacancy  which  may  then  remain. 

Be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  Person  appointed  in  Persons  neg- 
pursuance  of  this  Act  to  administer  the  Oaths  to  Plantation  minisfer^the 
Officers,  shall  neglect  the  due  Performance  of  any  of  the  *-''"^'"'- 
Duties  enjoined  upon  him  by  this  Act,  such  Person  shall 
forfeit  the  Sum  of  ten  Pounds,  for  the  Use  of  the  County  Penalty. 
to  which  he  belongs,  to  be  recovered  in  any  Court  proper 
to  try  the  same. 

Be  it  further   enacted.    That  when  there    shall    be    no 
Assessors  in  any  Plantation,  or  when  the  maior  Part  of  Assessors  neg- 

%/  '  *f  lectiDtc  to  CR.11 

such  as  may    be    chosen,    shall    unreasonably    refuse    or  a  Meeting. 
neglect  to  call  a  Meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  thereof  for 
any  legal  Purpose  ;  or  in  Case  of  a  Vacancy  of  a  major 
Part  of  such  Assessors  by  Death,  Removal  out   of  the 
Plantation,  or  otherwise,  any  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  the  Justices  to 
County  ift  which  such  Plantation  lies,  is  hereby  author-  '**"'' 
ised  and  empowered,  upon  the  Application  of  Five  of  the 
Inhabitants   of   such    Plantation,    qualified    according    to 
Law  to  vote  in  Plantation  Meetings,  to  issue  his  Warrant, 
directed  to  some  principal  Inhabitant  of  such  Plantation, 
requiring    him    to    warn    a    Meeting    of   the    Inhabitants 
thereof;    wdio    is    hereby    empowered    and    required    to 
execute  such  Warrant :  And  the  Inhabitants  of  such  Planta-  luhai.itants  to 
tion,  being    legally   assembled    in    Consequence    of  such 
Warrant  from  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  at  any  Time  of  the 
Year,  are  hereby  empowered  to  choose  all  the    Officers 
which  Phmtations  not  incorporated,  are  by  Law  author- 
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Assessors  to 
assess  all  Taxes 
not  assessed 
before  their 
appointment. 


Collectors  to 
collect  the 
same. 


Assessors  to 
certify  all 
Assessments  to 
the  Treasurer. 


County 
Treasurers  to 
prosecute  &c. 
Upon  the 
Receipt  of  For- 
feitures — 


County  Treas- 
uriT  to  receive 
the  forfeiture 
and  retain  the 
Bame,  until  — 


ised  to  choose,  in  Case  no  such  Officers  are  then  existing 
in  such  Plantation,  or  fill  up  any  Vacancy  of  such  Officers  ; 
any  Law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  first  Assessors  which 
may  hereafter  be  chosen  or  appointed  and  sworn  in  any 
Plantation,  be,  and  hereby  are  empowered  and  required 
to  assess  all  Taxes  not  assessed  before  their  Appointment, 
which  have  been  granted  and  ordered  by  the  General 
Court  to  be  assessed  upon  such  Plantation,  since  the 
last  Wednesday  in  May,  Anno  Domini,  one  Thousand 
seven  Hundred  and  Eighty-one,  and  commit  Lists  thereof 
to  the  Collectors,  who  are  hereby  empowered  and  required 
to  collect  and  pay  in  the  same  agreeable  to  such  Warrants 
as  they  may  receive  for  the  Purpose  :  And  such  Assess- 
ors shall  certify  all  such  Assessments  to  the  Treasurer  of 
this  Commonwealth,  with  the  Names  of  the  Collectors, 
and  the  Sum-Total  committed  to  each  of  them  respec- 
tively. 

Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Treasurers  of  the  several 
Counties  in  this  Commonwealth,  be,  and  hereby  are 
respectively  empowered  and  directed  to  prosecute  for, 
recover  and  receive  any  Forfeiture  which  may  arise  in 
Consequence  of  this  Act,  within  their  respective  Counties  : 
And  when  any  County  Treasurer  shall  have  received  any 
such  Forfeiture,  which  by  this  Act  is  to  l)e  applied  to  the 
Use  of  this  Commonwealth,  he  shall  imniediatel}'  pay  the 
same  to  the  Treasurer  thereof:  And  when  any  County 
Treasurer  shall  receive  any  Forfeiture,  which  by  Law  is 
to  be  applied  to  the  Benefit  of  any  particular  Plantation, 
he  shall  retain  the  same  in  the  County  Treasury,  till  it 
shall  be  made  to  appear,  to  the  Satisfaction  of  the  Court 
of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  to  which 
such  Plantation  belongs,  that  there  are  three  Assessors 
and  one  Collector  at  least,  then  existing  in  such  Planta- 
tion, who  have  accepted  such  Offices,  and  qualified  them- 
selves for  the  due  Execution  thereof,  according  to  Law, 
and  then  pay  the  same  to  the  Assessors  of  such  Plantation 
for  the  use  thereof;  any  Law  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

This  Act  to  continue  and  be  in  Force  till  the  first  Day 
of  Novemher,  Anno  Domini,  one  Thousand  seven  Hun- 
dred and  Eighty-five,  and  no  longer. 

Novemher  1,  1782. 


AN    ACT    FOR   INDEMNIFYING    ALL   PERSONS    EXCEPT   SAMUEL 
ELF,    CONCERNED    IN    THE    LATE     DISTURBANCES     IN    THE 
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COUNTY  OF  HAMPSHIRE. 

Whereas  divers  Persons  misled  hy  Misrepresentations  Preamble. 
eroneously  judging  of  the  Measures  of  Government,  the 
N'ecessity  of  Taxes,  and  the  Uxjyences  of  a  long  and 
calamitous  War,  have  been  guilfy  of  Disturbances,  Riots 
and  Disorders  in  that  County:  And  whereas  by  their 
Petition  and  Representations,  they  manifest  their  sincere 
Regret  for  their  p)ast  Conduct  in  that  Behalf,  and  a  Dis- 
position to  return  to  their  Duty,  submit  to  the  Laws,  and 
to  support  Government:  And  whereas  Government  con- 
sidering the  Frailties  of  Men,  feel  a  Willingness  to 
exercise  every  Act  of  Humanity,  Pardon  and  Moderation 
tojvards  Men  misguided  by  a  few  indigested  Ideas  of 
Liberty  and  Freedom,  as  Jar  as  it  is  consistent  ivith  the 
Happiness  and  Welfare  of  the  Community: 

Therefore,  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
Authoritu  of  the  same,  That  all  Riots,  Routs  and  unlawful  ah  Riots,  &c. 

1  !•  T--V'  1  T       T-v-  1  •    j_     1      Since  the  tirst 

Assemblies,    Disorders     and    Disturbances,     committed.  Day  of  January 
commanded,  acted,  done,  or  made  within  the  said  County  coumyof 
of  Hampshire,  since  the  First  Day  of  January  last,  and  ^on«i- """  ^'''" 
before  the  Tenth  Day  of  August  last,  and  all  Rescues  and 
Breaches  of  the  Peace,  Assaults,  Batteries,  and  Imprison- 
ments whatsoever,  be  and  hereby  are  pardoned,  released, 
indemniiied,  discharged,  and  put  into  utter  Oblivion  ;  and 
that  all  and  every  Person  or  VQYson%,exQe\)i  Samuel  Ely ,  except  samuei 
acting,  advising,  or  assisting,  abetting  and  counselling  the     ^' 
same,  be  and  hereby  are  pardoned,  released,  acquitted, 
indemnified    and  discharged  from  the  same,  and  of  and 
from  all  Judgments,  Indictments,  Convictions,  Penalties 
and    Forfeitures    therefor,  had  or    given,  or   that  might 
accrue    for   the    same ;  and    that    all    Indictments,    Con- 
victions and  Forfeitures  therefor,  are  hereby  declared  null 
and  void. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid, 

J  J  •  n  r  Persons 

That  any  Person  indicted  or  presented,  or  in  any  Manner  indicted, to 
prosecuted,    or  that  shall  or  may  be  hereafter  indicted,  eraiissue rex- 
presented,  or  in    any    Manner    prosecuted,    except    said  E?y. 
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/Scwmel  Ely,  for  any  of  tlie  Otiences  by  this  Act  \yay- 
doned,  may  plead  the  General  Issue,  and  give  this  Act  in 
Evidence,  which  shall  he  sufficient  to  acquit  him. 

November  4,  1782. 

1783.  — Chapter  31. 

[September  Session,  eh.  14.] 

ChaV-  31  ^^   ^^^   ^^^   APPREHENDING   AND  SENDING   FOR   TRIAL  PER- 
^  '  SONS  CHARGED  WITH  HAVING  COMMITTED  CRIMES  IN  SOME 

OTHER  STATES;  AND  TO  AUTHORIZE  THE  OFFICERS  OF  JUS- 
TICE OF  THE  OTHER  STATES  TO  CONTINUE  THE  EXECUTION 
OF  THEIR  PRECEPTS  WITHIN  THIS  STATE,  WHEN  NECES.- 
SARY. 

Preamble.  WJierecis  it  ivUl  tend  to  maintain  the  Union  and  Har- 

mony of  the  United  States  of  America  that  Persons  stand- 
ing charged  with  the  Commission  of  Crifnes  in  one  of 
said  /States,  and  escaping  into  another,  should  be  appre- 
hended, secured  and  sent  for  Trial  to  the  State  wJiere  the 
Charge  arises.     Therefore, 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Hou^^e  of  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  Authority  of  the 

Persons  charged  Same,  That  when  any  Person  shall  stand  charged  with  the 

Gather  states*-     Coiiimission  of  any    Crime  in  any  other  of  said  States, 
and  shall  escape  into  this  Commonwealth,  it  shall  be  law- 

justicesto         f^i  fQj.  {jijy  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  any  County  where  the 

grant  Warrants     ^^».        ,,  •ii-r-» 

to  apprehend      Oliender  may  be,  upon  Application  made  for  that  Pur- 
pose, to  apprehend  such  Oliender  by  Warrant,  and  cause 
him  to  be  brought  before  himself,  or  some  other  Justice 
of  the  Peace  of  the  County  for  Examination  ;  and  it  shall 
l)e  lawful  for  any  Justice,  upon  such  Examination  (if  he 
Justices  author-  shall  thiuk  propcr)   to  commit  such  Offender  to  Goal,  or 
such  Offenders    scud  him  by  Warrant  to  the  Confines  of  the  State  where 
^'^'  the  Offence  was  conmiitted,  if  an  adjoining  one,  and  there 

deliver  him  to  a  proper  Officer ;  or  if  the  Oftence  was 
committed  in  a  more  distant  State,  to  some  Officer  in  an 
adjoining  one,  if  there  be  au}^  empowered  to  receive,  and 
convey  him  to  such  more  distant  State,  in  order  for  Trial. 
And  when  any  Offender  shall  be  apprehended  in  another 
State,  and  it  may  be  necessary  to  carry  him  through  this 
Commonwealth,  in  order  to  his  being  conveyed  to  the 
State  where  the  Offence  was  committed,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  any  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  any  County,  when  applied 
to,  to  order  such  Oflender  to  be  so  carried  by  Warrant; 
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and  all  VVarrants  for  ,sondini>;  Oflcnders  to  the  Coiiliiies  of,  wairantHto  be 

,.  .  ,,  J I  1       J 1   •        /  1  II  executed  by  the 

or  tor  carrying  tlieni  through  tins  Commonwealth  as  sheriffs  oi  their 
aforesaid,  maybe  directed  to,  and  shall  l)e  executed  by,  ^^'i'"*'*^*- 
the  Sheritfs  or  their  Deputies,  of  the  several  Counties 
through  which  it  may  be  necessary  to  send  or  carry  the 
Otfender,  or  to  any  or  either  of  the  Constables  of  the 
several  Towns  in  such  Counties  respectively  :  All  which 
Officers  shall  l)e  directed  to  proceed  with  such  Offender 
or  Offenders,  to  the  Confines  of  the  next  adjoining 
County,  and  there  deliver  him  or  them  to  some  proper 
Officer  of  such  County  ;  which  Process  shall  be  repeated 
and  continued  until  such  Offender  or  Offenders  shall  have 
been  carried  through  this  Conmion wealth,  and  conveyed 
to  the  next  adjoining  State. 

And  tvhereas  the  public  lioads  leading  from  many  of  the  preamble. 
Towns  in  this  Government  and  the  Towns  of  the  neigh- 
bouring Governments  of  New  Hampshire,  Connecticut, 
Rhode  Island  and  New  York,  are  so  intermixed,  that  the 
Officers  of  Justice  of  the  said  iieighbouring  Governments, 
in  the  Execution  of  their  Office,  are  oftimes  obliged 
{the  Road  or  direct  Way  so  leading)  to  pass,  arid  even  to 
convey  Prisoners  through  Towns  or  Lands  belonging  to 
this  Government,  and  without  the  Jurisdiction  of  such 
Officer  of  Justice,  whereby  Disjndes,  Difficidties,  or  Incon- 
veniences 2cill  arise  as  icell  to  the  Prejudice  of  the  Public, 
as  to  the  Damage  of  private  Persons,  unless  some  Provision 
is  made  in  that  Behalf: 

Be    it   therefore   enacted.    That   the    Sheriffs,    Deputy  officers  of  jus- 
Sheriffs,  Constables,  or  other  Officers  of  Justice,  of  the  nefshbouring 
neiijhbourino-  Governments,  with  their  Assistants,  in  the  Governments 

-n     ""  •  c  -ITT    •  '  TTT  -i~«  "^  ^^^  Execu- 

Jhvxecution    or  any    Writs,    Warrants,  or    other  Process,  tion  of  any 
issuing  from,  and  returnable  to,  Courts  in  their  respective  have  Liberty  to 
Governments,  may  and  shall  have  full  Liberty,    Power  ^"'''*°'"'*^p"'*- 
and  Authority,  to  pass  and  repass,    and  also  to  convey 
such  Persons,  or  Things,  as  they  may  have  in  their  Cus- 
tody, by  Virtue  of  any  Writ  or  Warrant  as  aforesaid,  in 
or  by  any    of  the  Roads    or  Ways   lying  in  or   leading 
through  any  Towns  or  Lands  of  this  Government,  in  as 
full,  free,  and  ample  Manner  as  the  Officers  of  Justice  of 
this  Government  do  use  and  exercise  in  the  Discharge  of 
their  Duty    and    Office :   And    all    Persons    insulting   or 
obstructinoc  such  Officers  of  Justice  of  the  neighbouring 
Governments,  in  such  Execution  of  their  Office,  as  they 
are  passing   through  an}?^  of  the  Roads  or  Lands  of  this 
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Government,  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  Pains  and 
Penalties  as  Persons  would  by  Law  ))e  subject  unto  for 
insulting  or  obstructing  similar  Officers  of  Justice  of  this 
Government,  in  the  due  Execution  of  their  Office. 

November  7,  1782. 

1782.  — Chapter  33. 

[September  Session,  ch.  15.] 

Chan  32  ^^  ^^"^  ^^  addition  to  an  act,  entitled,  "  an  act  in  addi- 

^'  TION  to  an  act,  entitled,  "AN  ACT  FOR  PREVENTING  ALL 

COMMERCE     AND    ILLEGAL     CORRESPONDENCE     WITH     THE 
ENEMIES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA." 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  Authority  oj 
Act  repealed,     the  sttme,  That    so  much  of  the  two  first  enacting  Para- 
graphs of  the  said  Act,  entitled,  "  An  Act  in  Addition  to 
an  Act,  intitled,  "An  Act  for  preventing  uH  Commerce 
and    illegal    Correspondence    with    the    Enemies    of   the 
Goods  seized      United  States  of  America,"  as  provides  that  all  Goods, 
the'^Acrto'il      Wares  and  Merchandize,  captured  or  seized,  together  with 
forfeited.  ^j^^  Vcsscls,  shall  bc  forfeited  to  the  Use  of  the   Person 

or  Persons  capturing  or  seizing  the  same,  be  and  hereby 
are  repealed  ;  and  that  from  and  after  the  passing  this 
Act,  all  Goods,  Wares  and  Merchandize,'  seized  and  cap- 
tured and  forfeited  for  being  illegally  imported  contrary 
How  appropri-  to  Said  Acts,  sliall  bc  forfeited;  the  one  Moiety  to  the 
*'®'''  Use  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  the  other  Moiety  to  the 

Use  of  the  Captor  or  Seizor  as  aforesaid. 

JBe  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid,  That 
All  Goods,  &c.  all  Goods,  Wares  and  Merchandize,  of  the  Produce, 
Grow'th.ami  Growtli ,  or  Manufacture  of  Great  Britain,  or  of  any 
Gfe"al^Brkaru °^  Couutry  or  Territory  under  their  Dominion,  or  thereon 
to  be  seized  and  depending,  or  that  have  been  carried  thither  and  there 

condemned.  i  • 

purchased,  which  shall    be    brought  into  this    Common- 
wealth, by  Land  or  by  Water,  after  the  passing  this  Act, 
shall  ])e  lial)le  to  be  seized  and  condemned,  and  forfeited. 
How  appropri-    ouc    Moicty  thereof  to  the   Use  of  the    Commonwealth, 
^^^'^'  and  the  other  Moiety  to  the  Use  of  the  Captor  or  Seizor ; 

Excepting-  exccpt  sucli  Goods,  Wares  and  Merchandize,  as  have 
been,  or  shall  be  bona  fide  t'^ken  as  Prize  from  the  Enemy, 
and  brought  into  this  State  for  Condemnation,  or  which 
may  have  been  bona  fide  condemned  as  taken  from  the 
Enemy,  in  any  of  the  United  States  of  America.     Pro- 
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vi'led  never/ heless,  that  when  any  Vessel  shall  be  cleared  Proviso. 
out  from  any  Place  or  Port  of  any  Nation  at  War  with 
Great  Britain,  and  in  Amity  with  the  United  States  of 
America,  the  Naval  Officer  of  the  Port,  and  the  Collector 
of  Excise  of  the  County  in  which  said  Vessel  shall  be 
entered,  their  respective  Deputies,  or  either  of  them, 
shall  have  the  sole  and  exclusive  Rio^ht  of  seizins^  and 
libelling  such  Vessels  and  their  Cargoes  ;  and  the  Expence 
of  all  Processes  commenced  by  them,  or  either  of  them,  • 
by  Virtue  of  this  Act,  shall  be  defrayed  by  Government ; 
and  the  Libellant  or  Libellants  shall  be  entitled  to  receiv^e 
one  Eighth  Part  of  all  Vessels,  Goods,  Wares,  or  Mer- 
chandize, which  shall  be  condemned  and  adjudged  to  be 
forfeited  in  Consequence  of  such  Seizure  by  them  made 
as  aforesaid,  and  the  Remainder  to  Government. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid.  That 
when  any  Person  shall  lodge  Information  of  a  Breach  of  Persons  to  lodge 
this  Act  with  the  Naval  Officer  of  the  Port,  or  the  Col-  with  the  Navai 
lector  of  Excise  in  the  County,  their  respective  Deputies,  ^*'^'^®'"' 
or  either  of  them,  the  Officer  to  whom  such  Information 
is  made,  shall  give  a  Certificate  thereof  to  the  Person  so 
informing  of  his  said  Information,  expressing  the  Day  and 
Time  of  Day  when  the  same  was  made  ;  and  if  in  Conse- 
quence of  such  Information,  any   Seizure   is   made,  and 
Forfeiture  incurred,  the  Person  so  first  informing,  shall 
be  entitled  to  the  one  half  of  the  Eighth  Part  of  all  such 
Forfeitures  heretofore  in  this  Act  allowed  to  the  Libellant 
or  Libellants,  and  the  Libellant  or  Libellants  entitled  to 
the  other  Half. 

Be  it  further  enacted  hy  the  Authority  aforesaid.  That 
every  Naval  Officer,  Collector  of  Excise,  their  Deputies, 
and  each  of  them,  shall  take  the  following  Oath  : 

/,  A.  B.  do  solemnly  sivear,  that  in  the  Office  of  Form  of  the 

to  v.'hich  lam  appointed,  I  will  mahe  due  Inquiry  couectoi^s^of^' 
into  the  Foundation  of  all  Informations  against  Breaches  J^g^r^^'eputies 
of  all  Acts  which  are  or  maybe  in  Force  in  this  Common-  oath. 
ivealth,  to  prevent  all  Commerce  or  illegal  Correspondence 
w'ith  the  Enemies  of  the    United  States  of  America,  and 
that  I  will  use  the  utmost   Care   to  obtain  Iiiforma'ion  of 
any  such  Breaches:  I  also  do  swear,  that  I  ivill  prof^ecute 
all  such  Breaches  of  the  said  Acts,  tvhich  b'/  any  Meanx  . 
may  come  to  my  Knowledge.     So  help  me  GOD. 

Provided  also.  That  when  any  Vessel  shall  arrive  in  any  proviso. 
Port  within  this  Commonwealth,  from  any  Port  or  Place 
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of  British  Goods 
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Preamble. 


Persons  apply- 
ing for  a  War- 
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Oath  in  Case  of 
Suspicion. 


within  the  Territory  of  any  Nation  at  War  with  Great 
Britain^  and  in  Amity  with  the  United  States  of  America^ 
the  Master  or  Commander  of  such  Vessel  producing  a 
true  Manifest,  under  Oath,  of  the  Cargo  Laden  on  board 
such  Vessel,  at  any  such  Port  or  Place,  the  same  shall  be 
received  as  full  and  plenary  Evidence  of  the  Legality  of 
such  Importation,  if  the  same  Manifest  be  also  accom- 
panied by  Certiticates  from  proper  Officers  of  the  State  at 
War  with  Great  Britain,  and  in  Amity  with  the  said 
United  States,  from  which  such  Vessel  may  come,  that  the 
Goods  so  l)rought  are  either  of  the  Growth,  Manufacture 
or  Produce  of  such  State,  or  have  been  thereinto  legally 
imported. 

A.nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  when  such  British 
Goods,  or  any  Goods,  Wares  or  Merchandize,  shall  be  seized 
by  any  Person  for  having  been  illegally  imported  on  the 
Land  within  this  Commonwealth,  or  on  lioard  any  Vessel  in 
any  Port,  Harbour  or  Creek,  the  same  shall  be  convej^ed,  as 
soon  as  may  be,  to  some  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  same 
County,  or  to  the  Sheriff  of  the  same  County  where  the  Seiz- 
ure was  made,  who  shall  take  Possession  of  the  same,  and 
shall  make  out  a  particular  Inventory  of  them,  with  sufficient 
Description  and  subscribe  the  same,  and  furnish  the 
Party  seizing  and  the  Party  claiming,  with  a  true  Copy 
thereof,  if  desired  ;  and  the  said  Justice  or  Sheriff  shall 
cause  the  Goods  to  be  safely  kept,  at  the  reasonable 
Expence  of  the  Party  seizing  the  same,  and  shall  have 
them  ready  to  answer  any  Decree  or  Order  of  the  Judge 
of  the  Maritime  Court  before  whom  they  shall  be  libelled, 
and  the  said  reasonable  Expence  to  be  approved  and  allowed 
by  the  said  Judge. 

And  in  order  to  render  the  Discovery  and  Seizure  of 
British  Goods  as  aforesaid,  and  of  all  other  Goods, 
Wares  and  Merchandize,  illegally  imported,  more  safe  and 
easy  : 

Be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  Person  or  Persons 
shall  apply  to  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  a  Warrant  to 
search  for  British  Goods,  or  Goods,  Wares  and  INIerchan- 
dize,  illegally  imported  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  make 
Oath  that  he  suspects  and  really  believes  that  such  British 
Goods,  or  Goods,  Wares  and  Merchandize,  illegally 
imported,  are  deposited  or  concealed  in  the  Dwelling 
House,  Out  House,  Barn,  Stable,  Store,  Vessel,  or  in  any 
other  Place  or  Building  whatsoever,  belomjino:  to  or 
occupied    by    any    Person    whatsoever,  the    said   Justice 
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shall  forthwith  issue  his  Warrant,  directed  to  the  Sheriff 
or  his  Deputy,  requirinii'  him  to  make  diligent  Search  in 
such  suspected  Place  or  Places,  to  be  mentioned  in  such 
Warrant,  for  such  British  Goods,  and  for  Goods,  Wares 
and  ^Merchandize  illegally  imported  :  And  if  Admittance 
be  refused  or  cannot  be  obtained,  to  break  oi)en  the  Doors  To  break  open 
of  such  House,  Apartment  in  a  House,  Out  House,  Barn,  ^°°"- 
Stable,  Store,  or  Vessel,  for  the  Purpose  of  making  any 
such  Search  ;  and  that  if  he  shall,  upon  such  Search,  find 
any  such  BriiisJt  Goods,  or  Goods,  Wares  or  Merchan- 
dize, suspected  to  be  illegally  imported,  and  challenged 
and  seized  as  such  by  the  Person  in  whose  Behalf  the  said 
AVarrant  is  granted,  he  shall,  before  the  Removal  of  such 
Goods,  in  the  Presence  of  two  reputable  Persons,  make 
and  sul)scril)e  Avith  his  Name,  a  just  Inventory  of  all  the 
Goods  so  seized,  with  sutficient  Descriptions  of  the  same, 
and  shall  deliver  the  Inventory  to  the  Possessor  of  the 
House,  Out  House,  Barn,  Stable,  Store,  or  Vessel,  where 
the  same  Goods  were  found  and  seized,  and  shall  deliver  an 
attested  Copy  of  the  same  to  the  Person  seizing  the  same  ; 
and  shall  cause  the  same  Goods  and  Merchandize  to  be  deliv- 
ered to  the  Sheriff,  or  some  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  the  same 
County,  to  be  safely  kept,  and  to  have  them  ready  to  answer 
any  Decree  of  the  Judge  of  the  ^Maritime  Court  before  whom 
the  same  shall  be  libelled  ;  that  the  Sheriff  or  his  Deputy 
shall  execute  such  Warrant,  in  the  Day  Time  only,  and  shall 
take  to  his  Assistance  two  reputable  Freeholders  of  the 
Town  or  County,  and  with  them  only,  unless  he  meet  with 
Opi)osition  execute  the  said  Warrant. 

And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  any  Person  having,  in  Persons suppos- 
his  Judgment,  good  Reason  to  suppose  that  any  British  lufiv^^y*^^ ''*^'' 
Goods,  or  Goods,  Wares  and   Merchandize,   seized  and  seized  — 
lodged  with  any  Justice  of  the  Peace,  or  Sheriff  aforesaid, 
were  collusively   seized,   either  by   the   illegal   Importer 
himself,   or  by  any  other  Person,  with  an   Intention   to 
prevent  their  being  lost  in  Whole  or  in  Part  from  the  illegal 
Importer  or  Claimer  of  the  same,  such  Person  may  seize  such  Persons 
the  same    Goods   in   the    Hands  of  the  said    Justice    or  Lize  the  same. 
Sheriff,  by  notifying  the  said  Justice  or  Sheriff  in  Writ- 
ing under  his  Hand  of  his  Allegation,  that  the  said  first 
Seizure  was  collusive,  and  of  his  Intentions  to  libel  them 
as   seized   by   himself,    for  illegal   Importation ;    and  the 
Justice  or  Sheriff  shall  thereu|)on  deliver  any  Person  thus 
seizing    on   Suspicion  of  Collusion,   an  attested  Copy  of 
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the  Inventory  of  the  same  Goods  and  Merchandize  as 
aforesaid,  and  shall  keep  the  same  sui'ject  to  the  Decree 
of  the  Judge  of  the  Maritime  Court  before  whom  the  same 
shall  be  libelled  on  such  libel. 

And  be  it  furtltev  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid, 

?rt''seize7to     "T^^'^^  ^^  ^"y  Person  shall  seize  any  British  Goods,  or  any 

be  delivered  to  a  Goods,  Wares  or  jNIerchandize,  as  having  been  or  intended 
to  be  illegally  imported,  and  shall  not  s[)eedily  deliver 
the  same  to  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  or  to  the  ISheritf,  as 

wlrrants?  **^"^  beforc  eujoiued,  any  Justice  of  the  Peace  may  issue  his 
Warrant,  directed  to  the  Sheriff  or  Deputy  Sheriff  of 
such  County,  to  make  Search  for  and  seize  such  Goods, 
Wares  and  Merchandize,  and  .cause  them  to  be  safely 
kept  by  the  Justice  of  the  Peace,  or  Sheriff'  or  his  Dep- 
uty, as  is  before  directed  :  And  any  Person  may  require 
the  same  Seizor  to  deliver  such  Goods  according  to  Law 
as  aforesaid  ;  and  if  he  shall  refuse  or  neglect  for  the 
Space  of  twelve  Hours  after  such  Notice  and  Requisition, 
then  such  Person  may  libel  the  same  Goods,  Wares  and 
Merchandize,  in  their  own  Name  as  seized  by  the  said 
Person  to  their  Use  ;  and  upon  Judgment  of  Court  that 
the  same  Goods  and  Merchandize  are  forfeited,  they  shall 
be  forfeited  one  jNIoicty  to  the  Use  of  the  Commonwealth, 
and  the  other  Moiety  to  the  Use  of  the  said  Person  or 
Persons  thus  libelling. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid, 

Where  Causes    ^hat  whenever  in  any  Cause  to  be  tried  on  any  Libel  of 

are  to  be  tried  ^  atit  •  •? 

on aDy Libel,  any  Goods,  Warcs  or  Aierchandize,  as  he\ng British,  or 
illegally  imported  as  aforesaid.  Judgment  shall  be  given 
for  the  Claimant,  the  same  Goods  or  Merchandize  shall 
be  restored,  and  the  Libellant  shall  pay  all  Fees,  Costs, 
and  other  incidental  and  necessary  Charges  attending  the 
seizing  and  safe  keeping  the  same.  And  if  upon  such 
Trial  it  shall  appear  that  the  same  Goods,  Wares  or  Mer- 
chandize were  unreasonably  seized  and  detained,  and 
without  probable  Cause  therefor,  or  that  the  Dwelling 
House,  Out  House,  Apartment  in  a  House,  Barn,  Stable, 
Stoie,  Vessel,  or.  any  other  Building  or  Vessel  whatso- 
ever, were  unreasonably  broken  open,  and  without  prob- 
able Cause  therefor,  it  shall  and  may  he  lawful  for  the 
Jur}^  at  the  Time  of  such  Determination,  to  assess  a  rea- 
sonable Sum  in  Damages  for  the  Person  supporting  their 
Claim  of  Property  in  the  Goods,  Wares  or  Merchandize, 
so  acquitted,  or  in  the  Dwelling  House,  Apartment,  Out 
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House,  Barn,  StaV)le,  Store,  Vessel,  or  any  other  Build- 
ins:  or  Vessel  whatsoever,  so  broken  open,  against  the 
Person  who  seized  the  same,  or  at  whose  Request  the 
Dwelling  House,  Out  House,  Apartment  in  a  House, 
Barn,  Stable,  Store,  Vessel,  or  any  other  Building  or 
^'essel  whatsoever,  was  broken  open. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  by   the  Authority  aforesaid^ 
That  all  Goods  seized  and  forfeited  as  illeo"ally  imported  Goods  forfeited 

•  .  to  b8  sold  2X 

into  this  State,  shall  be  sold  by  Public  Auction,  by  some  Public  Auction. 
Auctioneer,  who  shall  have  been  before  such  Seizure  legally 
licenced  to  sell  Goods  at  Vendue  ;  and  in  Case  there  shall  ^"d  in  case. 
be    no  Auctioneer  licenced  as  aforesaid,   then    the    said 
Goods  shall  be  sold  by  Pul)lic  Vendue  by  the  Sheriff  of 
the  County  where  they  shall  have  been  condemned. 

And  iclterean  an  Intercourse  with  the  Posts  of  the  Enemy  Preamble. 
on  the  Continent  o/ America,  or  the  Islands  near  said  Con- 
tinent, li'Jietlier  for  illicit  Trade  or  for  any  other  Purpose, 
is  most  dangerous  and  Wicked: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid.  That  any  Per- 
son, an  Inhabitant  of  this  State,  voluntarily  passing  from  Persons  passing 
this  or  an}'  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  any  Post  ^thou^i!e™ve 
or  Place  within  the  Continent  of  America  in  Possession  ^fthou^p^r™ 
of  the  Enemy,  without  LeaA^e  obtained  from  the  Legisla-  mission, 
ture  of  this  State,  or  the  Supreme  Executive  in  the  Recess 
of  the  General  Court,  such  Person  shall  not  afterwards  be 
permitted  to  return  again  to  this  State,  without   Leave 
first  obtained  therefor  from  the  Legislature,  and  shall  for- 
feit all  his  Estate  to  the  Use  of  the  Commonwealth  :  nor 
shall  any  Person,  being  an  Inhabitant  of  this  State,  going 
in  like  ^Manner  into  any  other  Post  or  Place  in  Possession 
of  th(^  Enemy,  return  again  to  this  State,  without  Leave 
first  obtained  from  the   Legislature  ;    and  if  any  Person 
who  is  prohibited  returning  as  aforesaid,  shall  presume  to 
come  into  this  Commonwealth  without  Leave  obtained  as 
aforesaid,  he  shall,  on  Complaint,  be  immediateh'  taken  Persons  sore- 
up  and  committed  to  Goal  for  Trial  ;  and  on  Conviction  committed.^ 
before  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  of  having  voluntarily 
gone  into  any  Post  or  Place  in  Possession  of  the  Enemy, 
he  shall  be  considered  as  an  Enemy,  so  far  as  to  be  sent 
back  into  their  Territories,  from  whence,  if  he  shall  again 
return,  he  shall  be  sentenced,  during  the  War  to  do  Duty  sentence  upon 
at  the  Castle,  in  the  Harbour  of  Boston,  or  on  board  some 
Ship  of  War  in  the  Service  of  this  State,  or  of  the  United 
States,  or  be  imprisoned  for  the  same  Space  of  Time. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  b//  the  Authorit//  aforesaid. 
That  if  it  shall  appear  to  the  Satistaction  of  the  Judge  at 
the  Trial,  of  anv  Lil)el  tiled  for  the  illicit  Importation  of 
Goods  that  the  Claimant  or  any  other  Person  in  Court, 
has  been  concerned  directly  or  indirectly,  in  sending  any 
Money  or  Goods  to  any  Post  or  Place  in  Possession  of  the 
Enemy  on  this  Continent,  or  any  Island  adjacent  thereto, 
or  importing  any  Goods,  Wares  or  ^lerchandize,  from 
such  Post  or  Place,  the  said  Judge  is  hereby  authorised 
and  directed  to  cause  such  Person  immediately  to  recog- 
nize before  him  for  his  Appearance  at  the  Supreme  Judi- 
cial Court,  if  such  Person  is  then  before  the  said  Judge, 
otherwise  the  said  Judge  shall  give  Notice  thereof  to  the 
Attorney  General ;  and  every  Person  convicted  of  any  of 
the  Olfences  aforesaid,  shall,  in  Addition  to  the  other  Pen- 
alties already  provided  for  such  Offences,  be  fined  at  the 
Discretion  of  the  Coui-t,  not  exceeding  One  Thousand 
Pounds,  or  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding  one  Year. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  bj  the  Authority  aforesaid. 
That  no  Register  for  any  Vessel  shall  be  delivered,  or 
Clearance  made,  unless  at  the  Time  of  taking  out  such 
Register,  the  Person  who  takes  out  the  same  shall  produce 
a  Certiticate  from  the  Person  who  is  l^uilding,  or  from  whom 
such  Vessel  is  purchased  that  such  Vessel  is  bona  fide  in  some 
Port  or  Harbour  which  said  Certificate  specifies  ;  and  in  Case 
of  a  Clearance,  a  like  Certificate  shall  be  produced  under 
the  Hand  of  some  one  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  where 
said  Vessel  is  said  to  be,  unless  the  same  is  within  the 
Knowledge  of  the  Xaval  Oflicer  himself;  and  any  Person 
making  or  oft'ering  a  false  Certificate,  shall  forfeit  the  Sum 
of  Five  Hundred  Pounds,  to  be  recovered  by  any  Xaval- 
Officer  within  this  State,  three-fourths  thereof  to  the  Use  of 
the  State,  and  one-fourth  to  the  Use  of  such  Xaval  Officer, 
and  the  Costs  of  Prosecution  shall  be  borne  by  the  State, 

And  ichereas  some  Persons  are  so  lost  to  Virtue,  and 
regardless  of  the  Safety  of  their  Country,  as  to  supply  the 
Enemy  irith  Provisions  for  their  Support: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforei<aid.  That  if  any 
Person  or  Persons  shall,  directly  or  indirectly,  supply  the 
Enemy  at  any  of  their  Posts  on  this  Continent  or  Islands 
adjacent,  with  any  Kind  of  Provision  whatever,  or  shall 
convey  the  same  to  any  Place  within  or  without  liiis 
State,  with  Intent  that  the  same  shall  be  transported  to, 
or  used  bv  the  Enemv.  everv  Person  or  I'ei'sons  so  oft'end- 
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ing,  and  being  duly  convicted  thereof  before  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court,  shall  be  banished  from  this  Commonwealth 
forever,  and  shall  forfeit  all  his  or  their  Estates,  real  and 
personal,  to  the  Use  of  this  Government :  and  if  any  Per-  on  condition, 
son  so  banished,  shall  return  within  this  Commonwealth,  ^°  *°^  ^* 
without  Leave  first  had  and  obtained,  he  shall,  on  Con- 
viction thereof,  suflfer  Imprisonment  for  the  Space  of  five 
Years,  and  be  kept  to  hard  Labor,  or  kept  on  board  some 
Vessel  in  the  Service  of  this  or  the  L^nited  States,  or  in 
some  Fort  or  Garrison  within  this  State,  at  the  Discretion 
of  the  said  Court.  Xocemher  5,  1 782. 

1782.  — Chapter  33. 

[September  Session,  ch.  16.] 

AN  ACT  FOR  REPEALING   AN  ACT,   ENTITLED,  "AN  ACT  LAYING    (7^/730    QQ 
CERTAIN  DUTIES  OF  EXCISE  ON  CERTAIN  ARTICLES  THEREIN  "' 

MENTIONED.  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  OF  PAYING  THE  INTEREST  ON 
GOVERNMENT  SECURITIES  :  •  AND  FOR  REPEALING  ANOTHER 
ACT,  ENTITLED,  'AN  ACT  IN  ADDITION  UNTO,  AND  FOR 
AMENDING  AND  EXPLAINING  THE  ACT  MADE  IN  THE  YEAR 
ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY-ONE.  LAYING 
CERTAIN  DUTIES  OF  EXCISE  ON  CERTAIN  ARTICLES  THEREIN 
MENTIONED.  FOR  THE  PURPOSES  OF  PAYING  THE  INTEREST 
ON  GOVERNMENT  SECURITIES:  •  AND  FOR  REPEALING  ONE 
OTHER  ACT,  ENTITLED,  -AN  ACT  MAKING  PROVISION  FOR 
GIVING  PERMITS  TO  THE  DISTILLERS  AND  THE  IMPORTERS 
OF  THOSE  ARTICLES  WHICH  ARE  SUBJECT  TO  AN  EXCISE 
DUTY;"  ALSO  FOR  REPEALING  ONE  OTHER  ACT,  ENTITLED, 
'•  AN  ACT  IN  ADDITION  UNTO  AN  ACT,  ENTITLED.  "  AN  ACT 
FOR  LAYING  CERTAIN  DUTIES  OF  EXCISE  ON  CERTAIN  ARTI- 
CLES THEREIN  MENTIONED,  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  OF  PAYING 
THE  INTEREST  ON  GOVERNMENT  SECURITIES;"'  AND  FOR 
ALTERING  ANOTHER  ACT,  ENTITLED,  "AN  ACT  IN  ADDITION 
UNTO  AND  FOR  AMENDING  AND  EXPLAINING  THE  ACT  MADE 
IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY- 
ONE,  LAYING  CERTAIN  DUTIES  OF  EXCISE  ON  CERTAIN  ARTI- 
CLES THERELN  MENTIONED,  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  OF  PAYING 
THE  INTEREST  ON  GOVERNMENT  SECURITIES.  AND  FOR  RAIS- 
ING A  REVENUE  BY  EXCISE  ON  CERTAIN  ARTICLES  THEREIN 
MENTIONED,  FOR  THE  PAYMENT  OF  INTEREST  ON  GOVERN- 
MENT CONSOLIDATED  SECURITIES,  AND  INTEREST  ON  THE 
NOTES  ISSUED  TO  THE  OFFICERS  AND  SOLDIERS  OF  THE  MAS- 
SACHUSETTS LINE  OF  THE  ARMY,  FOR  THE  RESPECTIVE 
BALANCES  DUE  TO  THEM  FOR  THEIR  SERVICES  IN  THE 
YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Sf-nate  and  House  of  Hejjresentatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  Authority  of  the 
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Acts  laying        same,  That  the   several   Acts   above  mentioned,  be,  and 

Duties  of  '  . 

Excise  repealed,  they  hereby  are  repealed  and  made  null  and  void. 

Preamble.  W/ieveas  it  is  the  Interest  and  the  Duty  of  every  Gov- 

ernment to  devise  Means  by  which  punctually  to  pay  the 
Interest  on  their  Securities  in  order  to  establish  the  Value 
thereof,  to  secure  the  public  Credit,  and  to  do  Justice  to  the 
individual  Possessor.  And  whereas  it  is  necessary  in 
order  to  answer  so  salutary  a  Purj)Ose,  that  other  Means 
than  the  common  and  ordinary  Mode  of  Taxation  should 
be  adopted: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
Authority  of  the  same,  That  from  and  after  the  tenth  Day 
of  December  next,  there  shall  be  paid  on  the  following 
Articles,  the  Duty  or  Excise  to  them  respectively  herein 
affixed,  viz. 

Certain  Articles       Yov  cvcrv    Gallon  of  Wine    One  Shillinc/ ;    for  every 

to  pay  a  Duty  ...  f      /^ 

after  the  tenth    Gallon  of  forei«n  Brandy,  not  above  common  Proof,  One 

December  next      ^yi  -n  •  i    ""  i  -r»  r-      •         -w^  i  •  /• 

Shuitng,  and  above  Proot  in  Jrroportion ;  tor  every 
Gallon  of  Geneva,  Otie  Shilling;  for  every  Gallon  of 
West  India  Rum,  not  above  common  Proof,  One  Shilling, 
and  above  Proof  in  Proportion ;  for  every  Gallon  of 
New  England  Rum,  not  above  common  Proof,  Six  Pence, 
and  above  Proof  in  Proportion :  for  every  Gallon  of 
other  distilled  Spirits,  not  above  common  Proof,  Six 
Pence,  and  above  Proof  in  Proportion  ;  for  eveiy  Pound 
of  imported  Tobacco,  Tivo  Pence;  for  every  Pound  of 
imported  Snuif,  Six  Pence;  for  every  Pound  of  Bohea 
Tea,  One  Shilling ;  for  every  Pound  of  other  India  Tea, 
Two  Shillings;  for  every  Pound  of  Coffee,  Two  Pence; 
for  every  Pound  of  Cocoa,  Two  Pence;  for  every  Pound 
of  imported  Chocolate,  Four  Pence;  for  every  Pound  of 
Loaf  Sugar,  brought  into  this  State  by  Land  or  by 
Water,  Five  Pence;  for  every  Pound  of  Loaf  Sugar  man- 
ufactured within  this  State,  One  Penny ;  for  every  Pound 
of  Snuff  manufactured  within  this  State,  Three  Pence; 
for  every  Pound  of  brown  Sugar,  One  Penny ;  for  every 
Barrel  of  Cyder  and  Perry,  Four  Pence;  for  every  Pound 
of  Bar  Iron,  Haifa  Penny ;  for  every  Pound  of  imported 
Steel,  One  Penny;  for  every  Foot  of  imported  Window 
Glass,  Two  Pence;  for  every  Ounce  of  wrought  Silver, 
Six  Pence;  for  every  Ounce  of  wrought  Gold,  Sf'ven 
Shillings  and  Six  Pence;  for  eveiy  Coach,  Five  Pounds; 
for  every  Chariot,  Five  Pounds;  for  every  Phaeton  Three 
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Pounds;  for  e^ery  four  wheel  Chaise,  Three  Pounds; 
for  every  fall  back  Chaise,  Fijteen  K^hillmr/s ;  for  every 
other  Chaise,  Ten  iShininc/s;  for  every  Sulkey  and  other 
riding  Chair,  ])J'ine  jShillings :  for  every  Clock  made  within 
this  State,  Six  Shillings;  for  every  Clock  brought  into 
this  State  by  Land  or  Water,  Twelve  Shillings;  every 
Gold  Watch  made  within  this  State,  Six  Shillings;  for 
every  Gold  Watch  brought  into  this  State  by  Land  or 
Water,  Twelve  Shillings;  every  other  Watch  made  within 
this  State,  Three  Shillings;  for  every  other  Watch 
brought  into  this  State  by  Land  or  Water,  Six  Shillings; 
and  for  all  wrought  Iron  and  Steel  Ware,  wrought  Silks, 
Muslin,  Lawns,  Gauzes,  Cambricks,  and  all  Beaver, 
Castor  and  Felt  Hats,  of  Foreign  Manufacture,  Jewellry, 
Looking  Glasses,  Glass  and  China  Ware,  Earthen  and 
Stone  Ware,  Painters  Oil  and  Colours,  Oranges,  Lemons, 
Limes,  and  dried  Fruit,  imported  into  this  State,  shall 
pay  Five  j^er  Centiwi  on  the  Value  of  said  Articles  at  the 
Time  and  Place  of  Landing  ;  and  for  all  wrought  Silver 
imported.  Eight  Pence  per  every  Ounce  ;  and  for  all 
wrought  Gold,  Ten  Shillings  iov  every  Ounce. 

Pe  it  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid,  That  from  and 
after  the  said  tenth  Day  of  December  next,  no  imported  or  no  imported  or 
Prize  Articles  or  Goods  whatever,  shall  be  landed  out  of  beTaDdwTwHh- 
any  Vessel  or  Float,  or  transported  from  any  one  Vessel  f rom'' ^-ava" 
or  Float  to  another,  in  any  Port,  Harbour,  Creek,  or  Inlet  omcera. 
within  this  State,  whether  the  same  shall  come  from  any 
foreign  or  neighbouring  Port,  Harbour,  Creek,  or  Inlet, 
without  a  Permit  therefor  in  Writing  being  first  had  from 
the  Naval-OfEcer  of  the  Port,  Har1)our,  Creek,  or  Inlet, 
into  which  such  Vessel  or  Float  shall  come,  or  in  Case  of  i"  case, 
no  Naval^ Officer  of  such  Port,  Harbour,  Creek  or  Inlet, 
then  from  the  Collector  of  Excise  of  the  County,  or  his 
Deputy ;  and  where  there  shall  be  no  Naval  Officer,  Col- 
lector, or  his  Deputy,  then  from  the  Town  Clerk  or  one 
of  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  in  which  such  Port,  Har- 
bour, Creek  or  Inlet  is,  on  Penalty  of  Forfeiture  of  both 
Vessel  or  Float  and  Cargo,  with  all  their  Appurtenances. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  If  any  Sailor  or  Officer,  (except  Pioviso. 
the  Master)  belonging  to  any  Vessel  or  Float,  or  any 
Passenger  on  board,  shall  land  any  Goods  of  their  own 
private  Property,  w^ithout  the  Knowledge  of  the  Master 
or  Owner  of  said  Vessel  or  Float  before  said  Permit  is 
obtained  :    in  such  Case  the  Vessel  or  Float  and  Cargo 
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The  Value  of 
dutied  Articles 
to  be  estimated 
by  the  Col- 
lector; and  the 
Owner  or  Con- 
signee —  or  in 
Case. 


shall  not  be  forfeited,  ])ut  the  Goods  only  so  landed. 
And  if  any  Vessel  and  Cargo  shall  be  forfeited  by  a  Vio- 
lation of  this  Act,  any  Owner  or  Consignee  of  Goods 
freighted  on  board  said  Vessel,  except  the  Master  and 
Owner  of  said  Vessel,  proving  his  Property  by  original 
Invoices  and  Bill  of  Lading,  and  paying  the  Duty  thereon, 
shall  have  such  (ioods  exein|)ted  from  Forfeiture;  any 
Thing  herein  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  And  no 
such  Permit  for  landing  or  transporting  as  aforesaid,  shall 
be  given  by  any  Naval  Officer,  Town  Clerk  or  Selectman, 
until  the  Master  of  the  Vessel  or  Float  shall  have  lodged 
with  him  a  Manifest  on  Oath,  containing  all  the  Goods 
which  were  on  board  when  he  arrived  in  Port,  and  the 
particular  Packages,  Bales,  Casks,  Chests,  Trunks,  Cases 
or  Boxes,  with  the  Marks  and  Numbers  thereof,  and  the 
Contents,  if  known  to  him;  and  also  the  Names  of  the 
Owners  of  said  Goods,  or  the  Persons  to  whom  the  same 
are  consigned,  if  known  to  him;  nor  until  such  jNlaster, 
Owner,  or  Consignee  shall  bring  a  Certificate  from  under 
the  Hand  of  the  Collector  of  Excise  of  the  County  into 
which  such  Vessel  or  Float  shall  come,  or  his  Deputy, 
specifying  that  said  Master,  Owner  or  Consignee,  has 
lodged  with  him  under  Oath,  an  Invoice  of  all  the  dutied 
Articles  contained  in  those  identical  Packages,  Bales, 
Casks,  Chests,  Trunks,  Cases  or  Boxes  for  which  he  wants 
a  Permit  for  landing  or  transporting  as  aforesaid  ;  and 
that  he,  she  or  they  have  given.  Bond  with  Surety,  to  })ay 
the  Duty  thereon,  one  Moiety  thereof  in  three  Months, 
and  the  other  Moiety  thereof  in  six  Months  ;  and  on  i)ro- 
ducing  such  Certificate,  the  Naval  Officer  shall  give  the 
necessary  Permit  for  landing  or  transporting  the  same  as 
aforesaid,  and  not  otherwise  :  And  in  Case  of  no  Naval- 
Officer,  the  Collector  or  his  Deputy  shall  give  the  Permit, 
after  receiving  the  Bond  as  aforesaid. 

A.nd  be  it  enacted  by  the  Antliority  aforesaid,  That  the 
Value  of  those  Articles  on  which  a  Duty  on  Importation 
is  to  be  raised,  shall  be  estimated  by  the  Collector  or  his 
Deputy,  and  the  Owner  or  Consignee,  and  Security  taken 
by  the  Collector,  or  his  Deputy,  in  the  Name  of  the  Col- 
lector, for  the  Amount  of  the  Duty,  agreeable  to  such 
Estimate,  payable,  one  Moiety  thereof  in  three,  and  the 
other  in  six  Months  from  the  Date  thereof:  Or  in  Case  the 
Collector  or  his  Deputy,  and  the  Ow^ner  or  Consignee  can- 
not agree  as  to  the  Value  of  such  Goods,  then  they  shall 
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chuse  tAvo  or  three  disinterested  Persons,  of  good  Char-  Persons estimat- 
acter,  who  arei.  acquainted  with  the  Value  of  such  Goods,  of^ooodsto"^ 
to  estimate  the  same;  and  in  Case  the  Parties,  or  either  declare  on  Oath. 
of  them,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  chuse  as  aforesaid,  or 
the  Person  or  Persons  chosen,  shall  not  determine  the 
Value  of  said  Goods,  within  twenty  Days  after  the  Arrival 
of  the  same,  then,  and  in  every  such  Case,  the  Selectmen, 
or  a  major  Part  of  them,  of  the  Town  into  which  su(;h 
Goods  may  be  imported,  shall,  on  Application  from  the 
Collector  or  his  Deputy,  appoint  three  disinterested  Per- 
sons, of  good  Character,  to  estimate  the  same  :  And  in  all 
Cases,  the  Persons  estimating  the  Value  of  Goods,  for 
the  Purpose  of  ascertaining  the  Duty  of  Five  per  Centum, 
according  to  this  Act,  shall,  previous  to  their  entering  on 
such  Estimation,  declare  on  Oath,  that  they  will  faith- 
fully perform  the  same,  according  to  their  best  Skill  and 
Judgment,  without  Favor  or  Partiality ;  and  the  Amount 
of  such  Estimation  being  certified  under  the  Plands  of 
two  of  the  Persons  so  chosen,  shall  be  the  Sum  on  which 
to  raise  the  Duty  o^  Five  per  Centum.  And  in  Case  any  laCase. 
of  the  dutied  Articles  on  which  the  Duties  have  been  paid, 
or  Security  given  for  the  Payment  thereof,  shall  be  trans- 
ported to  any  other  Port  within  this  State,  the  Owner  or 
Consignee  shall  have  a  Eight  to  di  mand  of  the  Collector 
or  his  Deputy  to  whom  the  Duties  on  such  Goods  were 
paid,  or  Security  given  for  Payment,  a  Certificate  of  such 
Security  or  Payment  l^eing  made,  which  shall  entitle  said 
Owner  or  Consignee,  to  a  Permit  to  land  the  same,  from 
the  Xaval  Officer  of  the  Port  into  which  such  Goods 
shall  come  without  any  other  Manifest  or  Certificate  ;  and 
in  all  such  Cases,  the  Owner  or  Consignee  shall  make 
Oath  before  the  Collector  or  his  Deputy,  that  the  Goods  so 
to  be  transported,  are  the  identical  Goods  for  which  such 
Security  has  been  given,  or  Payment  made. 

And   he   it  enacted  by  the  AutJi.ority  aforesaid,    That 
from  and  after  the  said  tenth  Day  of  Decf-mher,  no  dutied  ^°,[^Jf^'g®f^j 
Articles  or  Goods,  that  shall  be  imported  into  this  State  ported  to  be 
by  Land,  shall  be  carried  out  of  the  Town  into  which  they  towu  uit'hout  a 
shall  be  first  so  imported,  or  sold,  or  consumed   in  said  ^'''■™"- 
Town,  without  a  Permit  being  first  had  in  Writing  from 
the  Collector  of  the  County  or  his  Deputy,  or  from  the 
Town  Clerk  of  the  Town,  or  one  of  the  Selectmen  thereof, 
into  which  they  are  first  so  imported,  on  Penalty  of  For-  penalty. 
feiture  of  all  such  Goods,  and  a  Fine  equal  to  the  Value 
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Permits  not  to  thereof:  And  no  Collector,  Deputy,  Town  Clerk,  or 
Selectman,  shall  give  any  such  Permit,  until  the  Con- 
ductor of  such  Goods,  on  his  first  Arrival  by  Land  into 
this  State,  shall  have  given  to  such  Collector,  Deputy, 
Town  Clerk,  or  Selectman,  a  Manifest,  under  Oath,  of  all 
the  Packages,  Bales,  Casks,  Chests,  Trunks,  Cases,  or 
Boxes  in  his  or  their  Care  or  Possession,  and  the  Name 
of  the  Owner  or  Consignee  thereof;  nor  until  the  said 
Conductor,  Owner  or  Consignee  shall  give  an  Invoice, 
under  Oath,  of  all  the  dutied  Articles  contained  in  those 
identical  Packages,  Bales,  Casks,  Chests,  Trunks,  Cases,  or 
Boxes,  and  Bond  with  Surety  to  pay  the  Duty  thereon  ; 
one  Moiety  thereof  in  three,  and  the  other  in  six  Months 

Proviso.  from  the  Date  thereof.     Provided  nevertheless,  That  when 

any  Goods  shall  have  been  seized  on  Account  of  the  Con- 
ductor thereof  having  neglected  to  give  in  a  Manifest  of 
the  Packages  containing  such  Goods,  on  his  first  Arrival 
into  this  State  by  Land,  or  to  give  Security  for  the  Pay- 
ment of  the  Duties  onalldutied  Articles  therein  contained, 
as  is  hereinbefore  required,  if  such  Conductor  shall  declare 
on  Oath  that  he  knew  nothing  of  this  Act,  and  shall 
readily,  when  required,  give  in  such  Manifest  and  Security 
for  the  Payment  of  the  Duties  on  all  the  dutied  Articles 
which  may  be  found  in  those  Packages,  that  then,  and 
in  every  such  Case,  the  Goods  so  seized  shall  not  be 
subject  to  Forfeiture,  but  they  shall  be  again  restored  to 
such  Conductor,  and  he  be  permitted  to  depart  therewith  ; 
and  the  Value  of  those  Articles  so  imported,  on  which  a 
Duty  of  Pive  per  Oentum  is  to  be  raised,  shall  be  esti- 
mated by  the  said  Collector,  Deputy,  Town  Clerk,  or 
Selectman  giving  such  Permit ;  and  the  Conductor, 
Owner,  or  Consignee,  or  by  Persons  chosen  in  the  same 
Way  and  Manner  as  is  pointed  out  in  this  Act  for  the 
Estimation  of  such  Goods  imported  by  Water,  and  Bonds 
taken  with  Surety  in  Behalf  of  the  Collector  for  the  Pay- 
ment of  the  Duty,  one  Moiety  thereof  in  three  and  the 
other  in  six  Months  from  the  Date  thereof:  And  any 
Town  Clerk  or  Selectman  is  hereby  empowered  and 
directed  to  do  the  Duty  herein  assigned  him,  on  Applica- 
tion to  him  made  for  that  Purpose,  and  the  Collector  of 
the  County  shall  pay  him  for  his  Services. 

And  be   it  enacted   by   tlie   Authority  aforesaid,   That 

Importers,  &c.    evcry  Importer,  Consignee,  Innholder,  or  Retailer,  shall, 

Accountof  au     ^u  the  Said  tenth  Da}^  of  December  next,  take  a  true  and 
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fair  Account  in  Writinij,  of  the  Number  of  Gallons  of ''"'jf'' ^'t'cies 

1  !•     1  1       •      1    X  •  1  1111  °"  Hat'il  oti  the 

each  ana  every  oi  the  clutiecl  Liquors  they  shall  have  then  temh  December 
on  Hand,  and  a  like  Account  of  the  Number  of  Pounds  of  exhibfuhe'^ame 
Bohea  Tea,  and  othav  India  Teas  then  on  Hand,  and  shall  ^° '^«  ^^"'i^ctor. 
exhibit  said  Accounts  under  Oath,  to  the  Collector,  or  his 
Deputy,  within  twenty  Days  after  the  said  tenth  Day  of 
December  next,  and  give  Bond  with  Surety  for  the  Payment 
of  the  Duties  thereon,  agreeable  to  this  Act;  and  every 
Importer  and  Consignee  is  herel)y  prohibited  from  selling  importers,  &c. 

d/.»  *"       /»         'IT*'  rr\  j'l     j1      '      piohibitefl  8ell- 

isposing  or  any  ot  said  l^iquors  or   leas,  until  tliey  jnt;  Liquors  or 

have  rendered  an  Account,  and  given  Bond  as  aforesaid,  on  ^^''^  umii- 
Pain  of  forfeiting  the  Value  of  the  Article  or  Articles  so 
sold  or  disposed  of,  and  a  Fine  equal  to  the  Value  of  the 
same  ;  any  Licence  or  Permit  heretofore  given  by  any 
Collector,  Deputy  or  Selectmen  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

Ahd  be  it  enacted.  That   every  Distiller  of  Rum  and  Diftnieisof 
other  Spirits,  every  iNIanufacturer  of  wrought  Silver,  and  Maoufacturers, 
of  wrought  Gold,  and  every  Manufacturer  of  Clocks  and  Accoums  under 
Watches,  and  every  Manufacturer  of  Loaf  Sugar,  and  of  Bar  ^'Jj^'  ^''^^^ 
Iron  and  of  Snuff,  shall,  from  and  after  the  said  tenth  Day  collectors  of  aii 

^   T-w  7  •       T^r    •    •  1         i'\      1       dutied  Articles. 

01  December,  render  an  Account  m  Writing,  under  Oath, 
Quarterly,  and  every  Quarter  of  an  Year,  to  the  Collector, 
or  his  Deputy,  of  all  the  said  dutied  Articles,  by  them  or 
any  Person  for  or  under  them,  sold,  or  any  Way  disposed 
of  or  delivered,  whether  the  same  be  their  own  Property, 
or  may  belong  to  another,  in  the  Quarter  next  preceding, 
and  shall  ]iay  the  Duty  thereon,  quarterly,  and  every  DutieBtobe 
Quarter,  for^  all  the  Articles  so  sold  or  disposed  of,  ^'"^  Q"«rteriy. 
except  for  so  much  as  shall  be  exported  or  sold  for  Expor- 
tation as  is    hereinafter    mentioned;  and  every  Distiller  Disuiier^ and 

,     -.  r  f  f  -I'll  1   -1   -J      1     i-  Manufacturers 

and   Manufacturer   aforesaid,    is   hereby  prohibited  from  to  give  Bond. 

selling  or  any  Way  disposing  of  any  of  the  said  Articles, 

after  the  said  tenth  Day  of  December,  till  he  shall  have 

given  Bond  with  Surety  to  the  Collector,  or  his  Deputy, 

to  render  an  Account  and  pay  the  Duty  as  aforesaid,  on 

Pain  of  forfeiting  the  Articles  so  sold  or  disposed  of,  and 

a  Fine  equal  to  the  Value  of  the  same. 

And  be  it  enacted,  That  all  Importers  and  Consisfnees  ah  importers 

fill  ji'ii'iT-  1  1         T         ^\  and  Consignees 

shall  have  their  dutied  Liquors  guaged  on  landing,  b}^  a  tohavetheir 
sworn  Guager,  and  produce  his  Certiflcate  in  Writing  to  Jj.'aged'^n'iand- 
the  Collector  or  his  Deputy,  within  ten  Days  after  such  '(^\^;JJ;;VnTt'<r 
landiiiir,  specifvino-  the  different  Sorts   of  Liquors,   and  produce  a  cer- 

■    '       I  "        O  1       ^  T      1  11111  tihcate  thereof. 

Number  of  Gallons  of  each  Sort ;  and  they  shall  also  have 
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Penalty  on 
Failure. 


Preamble. 


In  Case  Im- 
porters, &o. 
declare  on  Oath. 


weighed  on  landing  or  storing,  all  the  dutied  Articles 
imported,  or  to  them  consigned,  on  which  a  certain  Duty 
per  Pound  is  to  be  raised ;  and  shall  Produce  to  the 
Collector  or  his  Deputy  the  Certificate  of  the  Weigher, 
under  Oath,  of  the  neat  Pounds  of  each  Article  by  him 
weighed,  (making  the  usual  Allowance  for  Tare)  within 
ten  Dayti  after  landing  tlie  same  ;  and  for  Failure  in  either 
Case,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  Fine  of  One  Hundred  Pounds; 
and  a  Deduction  of  Ten, per  Cent,  on  all  dutied  Liquors 
and  brown  Sugars  imported,  shall  ))e  allowed  by  the  Col- 
lectoi-s  for  common  and  ordinary  Wastage. 

And  iDhertas  it  is  fxpedi'-nt  that  no  Duty  shall  be  j^aid 
on  those  Goods  which  are  iinported  into  fhi^  State  and 
exported  out  of  it  for  Sale,  in  order  that  Trade  with  For- 
eigners, and  with  our  Sister  States,  may  not  he  embar- 
rassed and  discourayed : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Authority  cforemid.  That 
in  Case  any  Importer  or  Consignee,  Distiller  or  Manu- 
facturer, shall  declare  on  Oath,  that  he  has  (^bma  fide) 
sent  any  Part  of  the  dutied  Articles  for  which  he  has 
become  bound  for  the  Payment  of  the  Duties,  out  of  this 
State,  for  Sale,  either  by  Land  or  AVater,  and  shall  pro- 
duce a  Certificate  from  the  proper  Naval  Oflicer,  that  such 
dutied  Goods  (specifying  them  particularly)  have  been 
cleared  out  in  such  Vessel,  (naming  her)  and  bound  to 
any  Port  without  this  State  ;  and  also  the  Bill  of  Lading, 
signed  by  the  Master  of  such  Vessel,  shewing  that  he  has 
such  Goods  on  board  his  Vessel,  which  he  received  from 
such  Importer,  or  Consignee,  Distiller  or  Manufacturer ; 
or  if  sent  out  of  this  State  by  Land,  then  he  shall  produce 
the  Receipt  of  the  Conductor,  on  Oath,  of  sucli  Goods, 
shewing  that  he  has  received  such  a  Quantity  of  dutied 
Articles  (naming  the  same  particularh^)  from  such 
Importer  or  Consignee,  Distiller  or  Manufacturer,  and 
that  he  is  to  transport  the  same  out  of  this  State,  men- 
tioning the  Place  where,  and  the  Person  to  whom  they 
are  to  be  delivered  ;  or  if  such  Importer  or  Consignee, 
Distiller  or  Manufacturer,  shall  sell  any  of  said  dutied 
Articles  to  any  other  Person  for  Exportation  out  of  this 
State,  and  shall  produce  a  Certificate  or  Declaration,  on 
Oath,  of  such  Person,  that  the  dutied  Articles  so  pur- 
chased, (naming  the  same)  shall  be  carried  out  of  this 
State  for  Sale,  and  with  an  Intent  there  to  be  consumed, 
and  shall  also  produce  the  Certificate  of  the  Naval  Officer, 


1782.  — Chapter  33.  99 

or  Kecei})t  of  the  Conductor,  as  is  required  of  the 
Importer,  &c.  in  Case  he  exports  them  himself,  then,  and 
in  every  such  Case,  the  Importer  or  C'onsignee,  Distiller 
or  Manufacturer,  shall  pay  no  Duty  for  Goods  so  exported 
or  sold  for  Exportation  ;  and  the  Collector  or  Deputy, 
who  has  the  Bond  for  the  Payment  of  the  Duty  on  those 
indentical  Goods  so  ex})orted,  or  sold  for  Exportation, 
shall  endorse  on  the  Bond  the  Amount  of  the  Duty  on 
said  Goods,  as  so  mucli  paid  in  Discharge  thereof.  And 
in  Case  any  Importer,  Consignee,  Distiller  or  Manufact- 
urer, shall  export,  or  sell  for  Exportation,  out  of  this 
State,  an}'  (hitied  Articles,  after  the  Bond  given  for  the 
Duties  on  such  Articles  has  been  paid,  or  in  Case  any 
other  Person  who  may  possess  such  Goods,  shall  there- 
after so  export  them,  such  Importer,  Consignee,  Distiller, 
or  Manufacturer,  or  other  Person  who  shall  so  export  such 
Goods,  shall  have  a  Right  in  every  such  Case  to  demand 
and  receive  the  Amount  of  the  Duties  on  the  Articles  so 
exported,  of  the  Collector  or  Deputy  to  whom  such  Bond 
was  given,  upon  producing  the  Evidence  before  required 
by  this  Act  of  such  Exportation. 

And  be  it  enacted,  That  any  Collector  or  Deputy,  or  collectors  or 
Naval  Officer,  be,  and  they  a*re  hereby  empowered  to  seize  ^pow^^^rto 
all  dutied  Articles  that  shall  be  landed  out  of  any  Vessel 
or  Eloat,  contrary  to  the  true  Intent  and  Meaning  of  this 
Act,  wheresoever  the  same  may  be  found,  and  to  take  the 
same  Process  for  Condemnation  that  is  or  shall  l)e  pre- 
scribed for  British  Goods  illegally  imported ;  and  any 
Person  other  than  the  Owner,  informing  the  Collector  or 
his  Deputy,  of  dutied  Articles  so  landed,  shall,  on  the 
Coiidemnation  thereof,  receive  Tiventy  Jive  per  Cent,  of 
the  net  Proceeds. 

And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  any  Person  shall  give  a  ('er-  Persons  giving 
tificate,  Receipt,  or  Bill  of  Lading,  without  receiving  the  wUhDesfgAto"* 
Articles  as  mentioned  therein,  or  shall  procure  such  Cer-  '*«^''*"'^- 
titicate.  Receipt,  or  Bill  of  Lading,  with  Design  to  defraud 
the  Government,  and  shall  be  thereof  convicted,  he  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  a  Fine  of  One  Hundred  Pounds  and  the 
Value  of  the  Goods  therein  mentioned.     And  if  any  Per- 
mit, Certificate,  Receipt  or  Bill  of  Lading  shall  be  forged, 
counterfeited  or  altered,  the  Person  forijino:,  counterfeit- 
ing,  or  altering  the  same,  shall  forfeit  the  Sum  of  One  Penalty. 
Hundred  Pounds,  and  the  Value  of  the  Goods  mentioned 
therein  or  landed  in  Consequence  thereof. 
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Duty  on  Cyder. 


Owners  of 
Cyder  Mills 
neglecting  to 
render  an 
Account. 
Penalty. 


Owners  or 
Possessors  of 
Carriages  on 
the  15th  of  May 
to  pay  the  Duty 
required. 


Assessors  to 
return  a  List  of 
all  dulled  Car- 
riages, yearlj'. 


Penalty  in  Case 
of  Neglect. 


And  be  it  enacted  hy  the  Authority  aforesaid.  That  each 
and  every  Owner  or  Possessor  of  a  Cyder  Mill  shall,  on 
or  l)etbre  the  fifteenth  Day  of  May,  yearly,  pay  the  said 
Four  Pence  per  Barrel,  for  each  and  every  Barrel  (esti- 
mating the  Barrel  at  thirty-two  Gallons)  of  C3''der  or 
Perry  that  shall  have  been  made  by  himself  or  by  any 
Person  at  his  Mill  or  Press  in  the  Year  preceding,  and 
shall  render  an  Account  on  Oath,  in  Writing,  to  the  Col- 
lector or  his  Deputy,  yearly,  of  the  exact  Number  of  Bar- 
rels of  Cyder  or  Perry  by  him  or  by  any  other  Person, 
made  at  his  Mill  or  Press  ;  and  each  Owner  or  Possessor 
of  a  Cyder  Mill  or  Press,  who  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to 
render  such  Account  and  pay  the  Duty  as  aforesaid,  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  a  Fine  of  Fifty  Pounds;  and  the  Assess- 
ors of  the  several  Towns  and  Plantations  in  this  State 
are  hereby  required  to  make  a  Return  in  Writing  under 
Oath,  to  the  Collector  of  Excise  in  their  County,  some 
Time  in  the  Month  o^  January,  which  will  be  in  the  Year 
of  our  Lord  one  Thousand  seven  Hundred  and  Eighty 
four,  and  from  thence  in  the  same  Month,  yearly,  of  the 
Number  of  Cyder-Mills  and  Presses  improved  in  their 
respective  Towns  the  preceding  Year,  and  the  Names  of 
the  Owners  or  Possessors  thereof. 

Be  it  enacted.  That  every  Owner  or  Possessor  of  any 
of  the  Carriages  herein  before  enumerated,  shall  pay,  on 
or  before  the  tifteenth  Day  of  May,  yearly,  the  Duty  by 
this  Act  required,  for  each  and  every  Carriage  by  him  or 
her  owned  or  possessed. 

And  be  it  enacted.  That  the  Assessors  in  the  several 
Towns  and  Plantations  in  this  State,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  required  and  directed,  to  return  in  Writing,  under 
Oath,  to  the  Collector  of  Excise  in  their  County,  some 
Time  in  the  Month  of  April,  yearly,  a  List  of  all  the 
dutied  Carriages  within  their  respective  Towns  and  Plan- 
tations, with  the  Names  of  the  Owners  or  Possessors  of 
the  same  ;  and  if  the  Assessors  of  any  Town  or  Plantation 
aforesaid,  shall  for  the  Space  of  one  Month,  neglect  the 
due  Performance  of  their  Duty,  as  directed  and  enjoined 
upon  them  as  above,  the  Assessors  of  such  Town,  or  Plan- 
tation, so  neglecting  their  Duty,  shall  forfeit  a  Sum  not 
less  than  twenty  Pounds,  nor  more  than  two  Hundred 
Pounds,  for  the  Use  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  be  recov- 
ered by  Action  or  Complaint,  in  any  Court  proper  to  try 
the  same. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  Collectors  be,  collectors 
and  they  herel)y  are  empowered  to  demand,  sue  for,  and  dTma^dTs^ue^for, 
recover  the  Penalties  aforesaid  :  And  the  said  Collectors  ^"'J  ';^°°\®'5 . 

■  ,  and  directed  to 

are  hereby  severally  directed  and  required,  to  render  an  vender  an 
Account  of,  and  pay  into  the  Treasurer  of  this   Common-  Treasurer. 
wealth,  all  Sums  which  they  may  respectively  recover  and 
receive  in  Consequence  of  this  Act,  in  the  same  Manner 
as  they  are  directed  to  render  an  Account  of  and  pay  in 
the  Duties  mentioned  in  this  Act. 

And  to  tlie  End  that  all  Persons  returned  by  the  Assess-  preamble. 
ors  as  aforesaid,  ivho  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  pay  the 
Duties  on  Carriages  as  is  by  this  Act  prescribed,  may  be 
comp)elled  to  pay  the  same  in  the  shoi'test  and  most  expedi- 
tious Way : 

Be  it  enacted,  That  the  Collector  of  each  Countv  shall  collectors  to 

'  ,  "^  make  out  and 

within  thirty  Days  after  the  said  Duties  are  become  due,  deliver  to 

1  .111-  J  /-~,  .11  /•    ,  1         m  •       Constablef 


les  a 


make  out  and  deliver  to  some  Constable  of  the  Town  in  Vvarrantof 

which  such  delinquent  Person  lives,  a  Warrant  of  Distress  sumnue?"^'  ^ 

for  the  whole  Sum  due  from  such  Delinquent,  with  Ten 

per  Cent,  added  thereto,  to  be  in  the  Korm  prescribed  by 

Law  to  be  used  by  Assessors  for  collecting  Town  Taxes, 

3Iutatis  Mutandis,  which  Warrant  the  said  Collectors  are 

hereby  empowered  to  grant.      And  the  said  Constables 

shall  proceed  in  the  same  Manner  as  is  by  Law  prescribed, 

in  Case  of  distraining  for  Non  payment  of  Taxes.     And 

the  Constable  shall  receive  the  Ten  per  Cent,  for  his  Ser-  constables  to 

vice,  and  shall  return  the  Remainder  to  the  Collector,  who  [f^f^''^*ye  ten  per 

shall  give  him  a  full  Discharge  for  the  same. 

Be  it  enacted.  That  all  Forfeitures,  Fines  and  Penalties  Forfeitures  &c. 
incurred  by  a  Violation  of  this  Act,  or  any  Part  of  it,  t°  t)e  sued  for. 
shall  l)e  sued  for  in  an  Action  of  Debt,  by  the  Collector 
of  the  County  where  the  Oftence  is  committed,  one  Third  ^°J  appropn- 
thereof  trt  the  Collector,  and  two  Thirds  to  the  Use  of 
this  Government ;  the  Allowance  of  Twenty-five  per  Cent. 
hereinbefore  made  to  Informers,  to  be  paid  by  the  Col- 
lector out  of  his  Third. 

And  be  it  enacted.  That  the  Collectors  shall  attend  at  where  coi- 
some  convenient  Place  in   each   Town   in   the   Common-  attend  to 
wealth,  in  order  to  receive  the  Duties  which  are  to  be  '■'''^"^® 
paid,  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  Day  of  May,  yearly,  first 
giving   reasonable   and   public   Notice   of   the   Time  and 
Place  where  the  Business  is  to  bo  transacted  :  And  the  And  to  render 
Collectors  shall  render  to  the  Treasurer,  a  fair  and  accu-  ureran 
rate  Account  of  all  the  Monies  by  them  received  in  each  Mon°ier 
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received,  and 
to  balance 
Accounts 
yearly. 


Collectors  to 

appoint 

Deputies. 

To  be  account 
able  for  their 
Deputies. 


In  Case  Col- 
lectors, &c.  shall 
give  Permits 
contrary  to  this 
Act. 


Persons  taking 
out  Permits. 


particular  Town,  of  whom,  and  the  Time  when  received, 
and  shall  pay  the  same  into  the  Treasury  quarterly,  and 
shall  settle  and  balance  their  Accounts,  under  Oath,  with 
the  Treasurer,  on  or  before  the  Month  of  August  yearly. 
And  the  Collector  of  each  County  shall,  within  thirty 
Days  after  his  yearly  Settlement  with  the  Treasurer,  as 
aforesaid,  furnish  the  Town  Clerk  of  each  Town  in  his 
County,  with  a  Copy  authenticated  by  the  Treasurer,  of 
the  Account  of  Monies  received  of  said  Town,  agreeable 
to  the  Settlement  made  with  the  Treasurer  as  aforesaid. 

And  he  it  enacted,  That  the  Collectors  of  Excise  that 
are  or  shall  be  appointed,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  empow- 
ered, to  appoint  Deputies  to  do  the  Business  herein 
assigned  to  them,  or  a  Part  thereof  (to  be  approved  of 
by  the  Governor  and  Council  of  this  Commonwealth.) 
And  the  said  Collectors  shall  l)e  accountable  for  the  Con- 
duct of  their  Deputies,  and  pay  them  for  their  Services 
out  of  their  own  Commissions.  And  every  Collector  is 
hereby  directed  immediately  to  appoint  a  Deputy  in  every 
Port  where  there  is  a  Naval  Officer ;  (except  such  Port 
as  he  shall  reside  in  himself)  and  in  every  such  Port  the 
Collector  or  his  Deputy  shall  keep  a  public  (Office  open 
from  Nine  in  the  Morning  to  One,  and  tVom  Three  in  the 
Afternoon  to  Sunset  (Lord's  Days  excepted.) 

And  be  it  enacted.  That  if  any  Collector,  Naval  Officer 
or  Deputy,  Town  Clerk  or  Selectmtm,  shall  designedly 
give  any  Permit  or  Certificate,  contrary  to  the  true  Intent 
and  Meaning  of  this  Act,  and  shall  be  thereof  convicted, 
he  shall  be,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be,  forever  after, 
incapable  of  holding  any  Place  of  Honor,  Trust,  or 
Profit,  under  this  Government,  and  shall  pay  a  Fine 
equal  to  double  the  Value  of  the  Duties  set  by  this  Act 
on  the  Articles  contained  in  such  Permit  or  Certificate. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid.  That  every 
Person  taking  out  a  Licence  as  an  Innholder,  shall  pay 
the  Sum  of  Twenty-four  SliilUngs;  and  every  Person 
taking  out  a  Licence  as  a  Retailer  of  spirituous  Liquor, 
shall  pay  the  Sum  oi  Eighteen  Shillings.  And  the  Court 
of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  in  their  respective 
Counties,  on  granting  Licences,  are  hereby  empowered 
and  directed,  to  demand  and  receive  the  said  Duties  of 
each  Innholder  and  Retailer  accordingly  :  which  Duties 
shall  be  paid  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace,  and  by  him  to  the 
Collector  of  the  County  ;  and  the  Collector  shall  pay  out 
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of  his  Commissions,  to  said  Clerk,  One  per  Cent,  for 
receiving  and  paying  said  Duties  :  And  said  Collectors  or 
their  Deputies,  are  herel)y  directed  to  prosecute  all  Per- 
sons who  mix  or  sell  spirituous  Liquors  contrary  to  Law, 
upon  Complaint  being  made  to  them,  and  Proof  given 
thereof:  And  the  Collectors  are  hereby  directed  to  enter 
in  a  Book  ke{)t  for  that  Purpose,  a  true  and  fair  Account 
of  all  the  dutied  Articles  exported  out  of  this  State,  for 
which  they  receive  no  Duty  :  And  said  Collectors  and 
their  Deputies  shall  have  free  Recourse,  without  Fee,  to 
the  Accounts  and  Books  of  any  Naval  Officer,  or  other 
pul)lic  Office  from  whence  they  may  expect  to  receive  any 
Evidence  for  the  Detection  of  Fraud,  or  the  Violation  of 
this  Act :  And  the  Collectors  of  Excise  already  appointed 
in  the  several  Counties  in  this  Commonwealth,  are  hereby 
empowered  to  receive  and  collect  all  the  Duties  mentioned 
in  this  Act,  in  the  Way  and  Manner  herein  specified,  and 
to  do  and  perform  all  other  Duties  or  Services  herein 
pointed  out  for  Collectors  to  do,  till  others  are  chosen  in 
their  lioom,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  same 
Commission  severally,  in  Reward  for  their  Services,  as 
they  were  entitled  to  receive  by  the  Act  in  and  by  which 
they  were  originally  appointed. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid^ 
That  there  be   annually  appointed    suitable    Officers    for  officers  for 
executing  the  Duties  assigned  to  Collectors  in  this  Act,  Duues  assigned 
at  such  Times  as  the  Legislature  shall  appoint,  with  such  be  appointed  ** 
Allowances  for  their  Services  as  shall  be  determined  when  a°n"a"y- 
they  shall  be  so  appointed. 

Be  it  enacted  by  tlie  AiitJiority  aforesaid,  That  the  fore-  TheActss 
cited  Acts,  which  this  Act  repeals,  shall  continue  and  be  continue  in 
in  Force,  so  far  as  to  empower  the  Collectors  to  settle  the  S'Impower  "^ 
Excise  Accounts  of  all  Delinquents  agreeable  to  said  Acts,  ^ntlrtheir*" 
and  of  all  Persons,  from  their  last  Accounts  up  to  the  said  Excise 

,  ,  ^         T^        •  1  Accounts. 

tenth  Day  ot  December,-  and  to  receive  the  Excise  due 
agreeable  thereto,  and  also  to  receive  the  Duty  on  the 
Carriages,  agreeable  to  said  Act,  and  to  take  such  Process 
as  is  therein  described,  to  recover  the  same  ;  any  Thing 
herein  to  the  contrary  notwithstjinding. 

Be    it   enacted,  That  the  Naval  Officer,    Town  Clerk, 
or  Selectman,   for  his  Trouble  in  receiving  and  record- 
ing   a    Manifest,    and   granting    and    entering    a   Permit, 
agreeable  to  this  Act,  shall  receive  two  /Shillings  and  no  Fees. 
more  ;  and  the  Collector  shall  receive  for  his  Certificate, 
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to  administer 
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sworn  and  give 
Bonds. 


Monies  iiow  to 
be  applied. 


Preamble. 


Limitation. 


Proviso. 


and  for  finding  and  filling  up  a  Bond,  one  Shilling  and 
no  more. 

A7id  be  it  enacted^  That  the  Naval  Officers,  Collectors, 
Deputies,  Town  Clerks,  or  Selectmen,  or  either  of  them, 
are  hereby  empowered  to  administer  the  Oaths  required 
by  this  Act. 

And  be  it  enacted.  That  the  Collectors  shall  be  sw^orn 
faithfully  to  discharge  their  Duty,  and  shall  give  Bond, 
with  two  sufficient  Sureties,  to  the  Treasurer  or  Receiver- 
General  of  this  Commonwealth,  in  a  Sum  not  exceeding 
tiventy  Thousand  Pounds,  nor  less  than  Jive  Thousand 
Pounds,  for  the  faithful  Discharge  of  the  Duties  required 
of  them  by  this  Act. 

Be  it  enacted  bt/  the  Authority  aforesaid.  That  all  the 
Monies  arising  from  this  Act  shall  be  applied  for  the  Pa}^- 
ment  of  the  Interest  of  public  Securities  as  aforesaid,  and 
for  that  Purpose  only,  save  only  the  Allow^ance  to  be  made 
thereout  to  the  Officer  who  may  collect  the  Duties. 

And  whereas  all  Restrictions  upon  Trade  have  been  found 
to  be  highly  injurious  to  those  Countries  ivhich  derive  a 
great  Part  of  their  Strength  and  Wealth  from  Commerce^ 
especially  to  such  Oommunities  as  require  a  Navy  for  their 
Defence:  And  it  being  essential  to  the  true  Interest  of  this 
Commonu)ealth  that  its  Commerce  should  be  encouraged 
and  made  as  extensive  as  possible ;  and  good  Policy  requir- 
ing that  the  Embarrassments  which  arise  from  the  Impo- 
sitions laid  by  this  Act  upon  Trade,  shoidd  continue  no 
longer  than  the  JSfecessities  of  Government,  occasioned  by 
the   War,  shall  continue : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted.  That  this  Act  shall  continue  and 
be  in  Force  until  Six  Months  after  Peace  shall  be  pro- 
claimed by  Congress,  and  no  longer. 

Provided  nevertheless.  That  nothing  in  this  Act  shall  be 
so  construed,  as  to  oblige  any  Person  who  may  have 
Occasion  for  transporting  any  of  the  Articles  before  enu- 
merated from  Port  to  Port,  within  this  Commonwealth, 
to  pay  any  Duties  for  the  same  (saving  such  Duties  as 
they  would  be  held  and  obliged  to  pay  without  Transpor- 
tation) in  Case  it  shall  appear  that  those  identical  Articles 
were  impcnled  into  this  Commonwealth  before  the  tenth 
Day  of  December,  one  Thousand  seven  Hundred  and 
Eighty-two  :  And  the  Oath  of  the  Importer,  Owner,  or 
Consignee,  shall  be  received  as  Proof  that  the  said  Arti- 
cles were  so  imported  before  the  said  tenth  Day  of  Decem- 
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he7\  one  Thousand  seven  Hundred  and  Eighty-two  :  And 
the  Collector  or  his  Deputy,  Naval  Officer,  Town  Clerk, 
or  Selectmen,  as  the  Case  may  be,  shall  admit  to  Entry 
and  Clearance  such  Articles  accordingly. 

^November  8,  1782. 

1783.  — Chapter  34. 

[Jauuaiy  Session,  ch.  1.] 

AN  ACT  TO  SUSPEND  THE  PRIVILEGE  OF  THE  WRIT  OF  HABEAS  Chaj)      34 
CORPUS  FOR  FOUR  MONTHS.  ^       1  '       * 

Whereas  some  late  Disturhances  in  this   Commonwealth  Preamble. 
and   Opposition  to  the  legal  Authority  thereof^  render  it 
expedient  and  necessary  that  the  Benefit  derived  to  the 
Citizens  from    the   issuing  of*  Writs    of  Habeas    Corpus 
should  be  suspended  for  a  limited  Time  in  certain  Cases: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  in   General  Coiirt  assembled,  and  by  the 
Authority  of  the  same.  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  The  Governor 
with  the  Consent  and  Advice  of  Council,  be,  and  he  hereby  powered  by 
is  authorised  and  empowered  by  Warrant  under  the  Seal  appiehend'& 
of  this  Commonwealth,  by  him  subscribed,  to  apprehend  d^'gero^us'^tothe 
and  secure  in  any  (xoal  in  the  Commonwealth,  any  Person  Fr'^^f^"!*^* 

"^  '         "^  United  States. 

or  1  ersons  whatsoever,  whose  bemg  at  Large  may  be 
judged  by  his  Excellency  and  the  Council  to  be  dangerous 
to  the  Peace  and  Well-being  of  this  or  any  of  the  United 
States  oi  America.  Any  Law,  Usage,  or  Custom  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

This  Act  to  continue  in  Force  for  four  Months  and  no  Limitation, 
longer.  February  5,  1783. 

1782.  — Chapter  35. 

[January  Session,  ch.  2.] 

AN  ACT  FOR  REVIVING  AND  CONTINUING  SI/NDRY  LAWS  THAT    (JJkij)    35 
ARE  EXPIRED  OR  NEAR  EXPIRING.  ^* 

Whereas  the  several  Acts  hereinafter  mentioned,  which  P''^'*'^^^®- 
are  now  expired,  or  near  expiring,  have  been  found  useful 
and  beneficial,  viz.  — 

One  Act  made  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord,  one  Thousand  Sundry  Laws 

'  revived. 

seven  Hundred  and  Thirty-six,  entitled,  "An  Act  to 
enable  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  and  Selectmen,  to 
take  Care  of   idle   and   disorderly  Persons."      One  Act 
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made  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord,  one  Thousand  seven  Hun- 
dred and  Thirty-eight,  entitled,  "An  Act  to  prevent  the 
unnecessary  Journeying  of  the  Members  of  the  General 
Court.''  One  Act  made  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord,  one 
Thousand  seven  Hundred  and  Thirty-nine,  entitled,  "An 
Act  in  Addition  to  the  several  Laws  of  this  Province 
relating  to  common  Roads  and  private  Ways."  One  Act 
made  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord,  one  Thousand  seven  Hun- 
dred and  Forty,  entitled,  "An  Act  for  Explanation  of, 
and  Supplement  to  the  Act  referring  to  the  Poor,  &c  " 
One  Act  made  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord,  one  Thou- 
sand seven  Hundred  and  Forty-one,  entitled,  "An  Act 
in  Addition  to  an  Act,  entitled,  "An  Act  for  Explanation 
of,  and  Supplement  to  an  Act  referring  to  the  Poor." 
Two  Acts  made  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord,  one  Thousand 
seven  Hundred  and  Forty-two,  one  entitled,  "  An  Act  in 
Addition  to  the  several  Acts  for  regulating  the  Assize  of 
Casks  ;  and  preventing  Deceits  in  the  Packing  of  Fish, 
Beef  and  Pork  for  Sale  ;  "  the  other  entitled,  "  An  Act  to 
prevent  Gaming  for  Money,  or  other  Gain."  One  Act 
made  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord,  one  Thousand  seven  Hun- 
dred and  Forty-four,  entitled,  "  An  Act  to  prevent  unnec- 
essary Expence  in  Suits  at  Law."  Three  Acts  made  in 
the  Year  of  our  Lord,  one  Thousand  seven  Hundred  and 
Forty-six,  one  entitled,  "  An  Act  to  prevent  the  Firing 
of  Guns  charged  with  Shot  or  Ball,  in  the  Town  of 
Boston;  "  another  entitled,  "  An  Act  in  further  Addition 
to  an  Act,  entitled,  "  An  Act  for  High  Ways  ;  "  the  other 
entitled,  "An  Act  to  enable  the  Proprietors  of  private 
Ways  to  re])air  them  in  an  equal  Manner."  One  Act 
made  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord,  one  Thousand  seven  Hun- 
dred and  Forty-eight,  entitled,  "An  Act  to  prevent 
Damage  being  done  on  the  Beach,  and  Meadows  in  Plym- 
outh, adjoining  to  said  Beach,  commonly  known  by  the 
name  of  Plymouth  Beach."  One  Act  made  in  the  Year 
of  our  Lord,  one  Thousand  seven  Hundred  and  Fifty-one, 
entitled,  "  An  Act  for  the  better  Regulation  of  the  Course 
of  Judicial  Proceedings."  One  Act  made  in  the  Year  of 
our  Lord,  one  Thousand  seven  Hundred  and  Fifty-six, 
entitled,  "  An  Act  for  preventing  Petitions  to  the  Gen- 
eral Court  relating  to  Licences  for  retailing  strong  Drink, 
and  keeping  Houses  of  public  Entertainment."  One  Act 
made  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord,  one  Thousand  seven  Hun- 
dred and  Fifty-seven,  entitled,   "An  Act  made  for  pre- 
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venting  the  unnecessary  Destruction  of  Alewives,  in  the 
Town  of  tSandwich.'"  One  Act  made  in  the  Year  of  our 
Lord,  one  Thousand  seA^en  Hundred  and  Sixty,  entitled, 
"  An  Act  to  enable  the  Town  of  WeymoutJi  to  regulate 
and  order  the  taking  and  disposing  of  the  Fish  called 
Shad  and  Alewives  within  the  Limits  of  that  Town." 
Two  Acts  made  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord,  one  Thousand 
seven  Hundred  and  Sixty-two,  one  entitled,  "  An  Act  to 
])revent  Damage  by  Fire,  in  the  Towns  of  Salem,  Mar- 
bleJiead,  and  other  Maritime  Towns  in  the  Province  ; " 
the  other  entitled,  "  An  Act  for  rendering  more  eflectual 
the  Laws  already  made  relating  to  Shingles ;  and  for 
regulating  the  Assize  of  Staves,  Hoops,  and  Clapboards." 
One  Act  made  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord,  one  Thousand 
seven  Hundred  and  Sixty-three,  entitled,  "An  Act  for  the 
Relief  of  poor  Prisoners  for  Debt."  One  Act  made  in  the 
Year  of  our  Lord,  one  Thousand  seven  Hundred  and  Sixty- 
four,  entitled,  "An  Act  in  Addition  to  an  Act,  entitled, 

'"  An  Act  providing  in  Case  of  Sickness."  One  Act  made 
in  the  Year  of  our  Lord,  one  Thousand  seven  Hundred 
and  Seventy,  entitled,  "  An  Act  to  prevent  the  obstruct- 
ing and  destroying  of  the  Fish  called  Alewives  in  their 
Passage  up  and  down  Meddepayset  River,  within  the 
Town  of  liochester .''  Two  Acts  made  in  the  Year  of  our 
Lord,  one  Thousand  seven  Hundred  and  Seventy-one, 
one  entitled,  "  An  Act  to  empower  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Dartmouth  to  regulate  the  taking  of  Fish  within 
the  Harbours  aud  Coves  of  said  Township  of  Dartmouth ;  " 
the  other  entitled,  "An  Act  to  prevent  Damage  being 
done   to    the    Proprietors   of  the  Meadow,   Upland    and 

.Beach,  called  Great  and  Little  Scijmiszet,  in  the  Town 
of  Falmouth  and  County  of  Barnstable.^'  One  Act  made 
in  the  Year  of  our  Lord,  one  Thousand  seven  Hundred 
and  Seventy-two,  entitled,  "An  Act  in  Addition  to  an 
Act  made  in  the  fifth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  his  present 
Majesty,  entitled,  "  An  Act  to  prevent  the  Destruction  of 
Oysters  in  the  several  Bays  and  Rivers  hereafter  men- 
tioned, within  this  Province."  One  Act  made  in  the 
Year  of  our  Lord,  one  Thousand  seven  Hundred  and 
Seventy-three,  entitled,  "An  Act  for  regulating  the 
Alewives  Fishery  in  the  Town  gf  Halifax,  in  the  County 
of  Plymouth.''''  One  Act  made  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord, 
one  Thousand  seven  Hundred  and  Seventy-six,  entitled, 
"  An  Act  for  preventing  the  Operation  of  an  Act  made 


108  1782.  —  Chapter  36. 

in  the  Year  of  our  Lord,  one  Thousand  seven  Hundred 
and  Seventy,  entitled,  "An  Act  for  repealing  the  several 
Laws  now  in  Force  which  relate  to  the  Limitation  of 
Personal  Actions ;  and  for  the  Limitation  of  Personal 
Actions  for  the  future  :  and  for  avoidins;  Suits  at  Law." 
One  Act  made  in  the  Year  of.  our  Lord,  one  Thousand 
seven  Hundred  and  Seventy-seven,  entitled,  "  An  Act  to 
oblige  Persons  to  attend  and  give  Evidence  in  certain 
Cases  in  the  neighbouring  States."  One  Act  made  in  the 
Year  of  our  Lord,  one  Thousand  seven  Hundred  and 
Seventy-eight,  entitled,  "  An  Act  for  taking  Affidavits 
out  of  Court  in  certain  Cases  not  already  provided  for." 
Two  Acts  made  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord,  one  Thousand 
seven  Hundred  and  Seventy-nine,  one  entitled,  "  An  Act 
for  making  Provision  for  Appeals  to  Congress  in  certain 
Maritime  Cases,  and  under  certain  Restrictions ; "  the 
other  entitled,  "  An  Act  to  prevent  Impositions  on  the 
Inhabitants  of  any  Town  within  this  State,  in  the  Sale  of. 
Fire  Wood  and  Bark,  in  any  of  said  Towns." 

Be  it  therefore  enactfd  by  the  Senate  and  Horn^e  of  Rep- 
resentatives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
AutJiority  of  the  same.  That  all  the  beforementioned  Acts, 
now  expired,  or  near  expiring,  be  revived  and  continued 
with  all  and  every  Clause,  Matter  and  Thing  therein 
Limitation.  respectively  contained  :  And  shall  be  in  Force  until  the 
lirst  Day  of  November ,  which  will  be  in  the  Year  of  our 
Lord,  one  Thousand  seven  Hundred  and  Eighty-seven  ; 
and  no  longer.  February  7,  1783. 

1782.  — Chapter  36. 

[January  Session,  ch.  3.] 

Chap.  36  ^N  ACT  TO  REMOVE  CERTAIN   ACTIONS    NOW  PENDING   IN   THE 
^  SUPREME  JUDICIA.L  COURT  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  HAMPSHIRE, 

TO  THE  SUPREME  JUDICIAL  COURT  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF 
BERKSHIRE,  AND  TO  ENABLE  PETER  A.  FONDA  TO  RE- 
ENTER A  CERTAIN  ACTION  IN  THE  COURT  OF  COMMON 
PLEAS   IN   THE    SAID    COUNTY  OF    BERKSHIRE. 

Preamble.  Wheveas   an   Action    originally  commenced    by    John 

Burghardt  against  Jeremiah  Hogoboom  :  An  Action  com- 
menced by  Asahel  Porter  against  Simon  Willard  ;  and 
another  Action  commenced  by  the  said  Asahef  Porter, 
against  Simon  Willard,  and  others,  are  noiv  by  an  Ajjpeal 
depending  in  the  /Supreme  Judicial  Court  in  the  said 
County  of  Hampshire.     And  ivJiereas  from  the  local  Cir- 
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cumstances  of  fhe  Parties  it  ivill  be  more  convenient  and 
less  expensive  that  the  said  Actions  should  be  heard  and 
determined  in  the  County  o/" Berksliire  aforesaid: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled,  arid  by  the 
Authority  of  the  same.  That  the  said  several  Actions  shall  Removal  of  sev- 

•7     ^  '  ^  eral  Actions 

be  removed  from  the  County  oi  Hamj)shire  to  the  County  fromtheOounty 
of  Berkshire,  and  in  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  to  be  theOountyof 
holden  within  and  for  the  same  County,  shall  be  heard,     ^"^  ^ '''''• 
adjudged  of,  and  determined  upon,  in  all  Respects  as  if 
the    Appeals    in    the    said    Actions    had    originally    been 
entered  in  the  said  Court,  holden  within  and  for  the  said 
County  of  Berkshire:  Any  Law  of  this  Commonwealth 
to  the  contrary  thereof  notwithstanding. 

And  ivhereas  Peter  A.  Fonda  liad  an  Action  dep)end- 
ing  «/7aMi.s^  Ephraim  Fitch,  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
ichich  by  Lato  should  have  been  holden  at  Great  Barring- 
ton,  icithin  and  for  the  County  of  Berkshire,  on  the  third 
Tuesday  of  August,  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  one  Thou- 
sand seven  Hundred  and  ^Seventy  four ;  which  Action  had 
been  heard  by  certain  Persons  to  wJiom  the  same  had  been 
referred,  and  a  Report  thereon  j)repared  to  be  made  to  the 
same  Court  in  favor  of  the  Plaintiff,  and  considerable 
Expence  and  Costs  had  arisen  by  Reason  of  the  Premises. 
And,  lohereas  the  said  Court  was  jJi'evented  sitting  at  the 
Time  and  Place  aforesaid,  and  thereby  all  the  said  Cost 
and  Expence  ivill  be  lost  by  the  Plaintiff^ without  the  Inter- 
position of  the  Legislature: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid.  That 
the  said  Peter  A.  Fonda  be,  and  he  herel*}^  is  empowered  f^po^'f^^Vt^To'^" 
to  re-enter  the  same  Action  at  the   Court    of   Common  re-enter  an  Ac- 
Pleas  to  be  holden  at  Pittsfeld,  within  and  for  the  same  of  Common 
County,  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  February  current,  and  that  fiew!'' 
the  Clerk  issue  a  Notification  thereof  to  the  said  Ephraim  cierk  to  issue  a 
Fitch,  fourteen  Days  at  the  least  before  the  sitting  of  the  Sere*'oL''°° 
same  Court  next  thereafter  to  be  holden  ;  and  that  the  said 
Cause  be  continued,  that  the  said  Ephraim   Fitch   may 
have  Opportunity^  to  defend  himself  against  the  same,  and 
that  thereupon  the  same  Court  be  and  hereby  is  enabled 
and  empowered  to  proceed  and   determine  in   the   same 
Action  as  to  Law  appertains ;   and  that  in    all    Things, 
like  Proceedings  be  had  in  the  Premises  as  if  the  said 
Action  had  regularly  been  continued  to  the  same  Court. 

February  10,  1783. 
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1783.  — Chapter  37. 

[January  Session,  ch.  4.] 

Chan   '61  ^'^  ^^"^  ^^^  granting  a  lottery  for  re-building  and 
^  '  '  making  good  the  public  bridges  and  causeways  in 

THE   town   of   LANCASTER. 

Preamble.  Wlieveas  it  appears  of  great    Utility   that   the  public 

Bridges  and  Causeways  in  the  Toiun  q/' Lancaster,  should 
he  re-built  and  made  Good;  and  the  said  Town  hath  repre- 
sented their  present  Inability  to  accomp)lisJi  the  same,  and 
have  prayed  that  a  Lottery  may  be  granted  for  those 
Purposes : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  in   General   Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
raised  b°^a^        -^^l^hority  of  the  same,  That  a  Sum  not  exceeding   Two 
Lottery.  Thousand  Bounds  be  raised  by  a  Lottery  or  Lotteries  for 

the  Purposes  aforesaid  ;  and  that  Captain  Samuel  Ward, 
Doctor  Israel  Atherton,  and  Josiah  Wilder,  Esq  ;  be  Man- 
Managers  to  be   agers  thereof,  who  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  Perform- 
^^  ™'  ance  of  the  Trust ;  and  shall  as  soon  as  may  be,  publish  a 

Scheme  of  such  Lottery  or  Lotteries  in  such  public  News 
Papers  as  they  may  think  most   proper  :    And  the   said 
?egui'ai'^^"**''°'^  Managers  shall  keep  just  and  regular  Accounts  of  their 
Accounts.  Proceedings,  and  of  the  Monies  they  may  receive  in  their 

To  be  open  to     Said  Capacity,  which  shall  at  all  Times  be  open  to  the 
of  the  TrcMiirer  Inspcctiou  of  tlic  Trcasurcr  of  the  said  Town  oi  Lancaster 
of  said  Town.     f^^thQ  Time  being.     And  within  one  Month  after  they 
shall  be  requested  thereto,  by  Vote  of  the  said  Town,  shall 
complete  Drawing  any  such  Lottery  or  Lotteries  ;    and 
shall  pay  the  net  Proceeds  thereof  in  such  Manner  as  shall 
be  ordered  by  the  said  Town,  or  their  Committee,  for  such 
^eg'ieft'ing Pay.   Purposc  to  bc  clioscn  :  And  if  the  said  Managers  or  any 
'"^"'-  of   them,    shall   neglect    Payment    as    aforesaid,    for   the 

Space  of  fourteen  Days  alter  the  Receipt  of  such  Order, 
Jrap'^cfwered        ^'^^  ^''^^^  Treasurer  is  hereby  authorised  and  empowered 
to  sue  for.         ^q  g^^g  fQ^.  ^^^1  rccover,  for  the  Use  of  the  said  Town,  such 
Monies   neglected   to    have    been    paid    as    aforesaid,    by 
Action  in  any  Court  proper  to  try  the  same.     And  fur- 
thermore, the  said  Managers  within  three  Months  after 
the  last  Drawing  of  the  said  Lottery  or  Lotteries  shall 
settle  and  finish  their  Accounts   of  the  said  Lottery  or 
In  Case.  Lotteries.     And   in   Case  they  or   either  of  them    shall 

neglect  or  refuse  so  to  do,  or  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to 
finish  Drawino'  such  Lotterv  or  Lotteries  in  Manner  as 
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aforesaid,  they  shall  severally  forfeit  and  pay  for  each 
Offence,  the  Sum  of  Two  Hundred  Pounds,  for  the  Use 
of  the  said  Town,  and  to  be  recovered  hy  the  said  Treas- 
urer in  Manner  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  said  Town  of  Lancaster,  shall,  in  the  most  pru- 
dent and  expeditious  Way  and  Planner,  apply  all  the  net  The  net  Pro. 
Proceeds  of  the  said  Lottery  or  Lotteries  to  the  Pui'[)Oses  Lottery  to  be 
of  re-building  and  making  Good  the   said   Bridges  and  said.'* 
Causeways  ;  and  in  Case  the  said  Town  shall  convert  the  in  case. 
said   Proceeds   to   any   other  Use   or    Purpose,    or    shall 
unreasonably  delay  to  ap})ly  the  same  as  is  hereinbefore 
directed,  the  said  Town  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  Use  of 
the  Commonwealth  the  Sum  of  Three  Thousand  Pounds, 
to  be  recovered  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth, by  Action  in  any  Court  proper  to  try  the  same. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  Prizes  drawn  in  the  Prizes  to  be  paid 
said  Lotter}^  shall  be  paid  without  Deduction,  if  demanded  tion. 
within  six  Months  after  Drawing. 

And  be  it  also  further  enacted.  That  if  anv  Person  or  PersonBcon- 

-n»  I      1 1    <•  •   •  1  rrV-    i  •  i    dieted  of  For- 

Persons  shall  forge,  counterteit,  or  alter  any  licket  issued  gery. 
l)y  Virtue  of  this  Act,  or  shall  pass  or  utter  any  such 
forged,  counterfeit  or  altered  Ticket  knowingly  ;  or  that 
shall  counsel,  advise,  or  assist  in  forging,  counterfeiting 
or  altering  the  same,  every  such  Person  or  Persons  so 
offending,  being  thereof  convicted  in  the  Supreme  Judi- 
cial Court  of  this  Commonwealth,  shall  be  set  on  the  Gal-  ®°^'y- 
lows  for  the  Space  of  one  Hour,  with  a  Rope  about  'his 
Xeck.  or  shall  ])ay  a  Fine  not  exceeding  One  Hundred 
Pounds,  to  the  Use  of  this  Commonwealth,  or  be  impris- 
oned not  exceeding  twelve  Months,  or  be  publickly 
Whipt,  not  exceeding  thirty-nine  Stripes,  at  the  Discre- 
tion of  the  Justices  of  the  same  Court,  who  are  also 
hereby  em})owered  to  inflict  one  or  more  of  the  said  Pun- 
ishments on  such  Offenders,  if  they  see  tit. 

February  15,  1783.  • 

1782.  — Chapter  38. 

[January  Session,  ch.  5.] 

AN   ACT   APPOINTING   A  TIME   AND   PLACE   FOR    HOLDING    THE    QJiq^i^^  38 
SUPREME   JUDICIAL    COURT  IN  THE    COUNTY   OF   SUFFOLK.  ^  ' 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in   General   Court  assembled,  and  by  the  Authority 
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1782.  —  Chapter  39. 


Supreme  Judi- 
cial Court  to  be 
holden  in  Bos- 
touSd  Tuesday 
of  Feb.  Inst. 


of  the  same,  That  a  Supreme  Judicial  Court  shall  be  held 
at  Boston,  within  and  for  the  County  of  Suffolk,  on  the 
third  Tuesday  of  February  instant. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid. 
That  all  Writs,  Recognizances,  Warrants  and  Complaints, 
and  every  other  Thing  that  should  or  may  be  returned  to 
or  entered  at  the  Court  aforesaid,  to  be  holden  at  the 
Time  and  Place  heretofore  appointed  ;  and  all  Parties  and 
Persons  that  by  Law  are  or  may  be  required  or  directed 
to  appear  or  attend  at  the  aforesaid  Time  and  Place  ;  and 
all  Actions,  Suits,  and  Matters  that  now  are  or  may  be 
pending  in  the  same  Court,  shall  be  retprned  to,  entered, 
appear  and  attend,  have  Day,  be  tried  and  determined  in 
the  said  Court,  at  the  Time  and  Place  established  by  this 
Act.  February  17,  1783. 


Chap.  39 


Wolves  killed, 
&o. 


The  Constable 
of  the  Town  to 
cut  oi¥  both  the 
Ears  of  .the 
same,  in  the 
Presence  of  the 
Selectmen. 

Selectmen  and 
Constable  to 
gi\-e  a  Receipt  to 
the  Party. 


Bounty. 


1783.  — Chapter  30. 

[January  Session,  ch.  6.] 
AN  ACT  FOR  ENCOURAGING  THE   KILLING  OF  WOLVES. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  Authority 
of  the  same.  That  whosoever  shall  hereafter  within  this 
Commonwealth,  kill  any  grown  Wolf  or  Wolf's  Whelp, 
(other  than  such  as  shall  be  taken  out  of  the  Belly  of  any 
Bitch  Wolf)  and  bring  the  Head  thereof  unto  the  Con- 
stable of  the  Town  in  which  such  Wolf  or  Wolf's  Whelp 
shall  be  killed,  or  to  the  Constable  of  the  Town  next 
adjacent  unto  the  Place  of  killing  such  Wolf  or  Wolf's 
Whelp,  without  the  Bounds  of  any  Township,  the  Con- 
stable, in  Presence  of  one  or  more  of  the  Selectmen  shall 
cut  ofi'  both  the  Ears  of  the  same,  and  cause  them  to  be 
Ijurned.  And  such  Selectman  or  Men,  and  Constable, 
shall  give  the  Party  a  Receipt  for  the  said  Head,  express- 
ing whether  it  be  a  grown  Wolf,  or  a  Whelp,  and  upon 
producing  such  Receipt,  the  Party  shall  be  paid  and 
allowed  by  the  Treasurer  of  such  Town,  out  of  the  Town 
Treasury,  the  Sum  of  Four  Pounds  for  every  Head  of  a 
grown  Wolf  by  him  killed,  and  the  Sum  of  One  Pound 
for  every  Wolf's  Whelp  ;  and  all  such  Sum  and  Sums  ^of 
Money  so  paid  out  of  any  Town  Treasury  in  Manner 
aforesaid,  shall  lie  ]iaid  and  allowed  to  such  Town  by  the 
Treasurer  and  Receiver-General  of  this  Commonwealth. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid, 
Thiit  all  Certiticjites  of  such  Payments  to  be  returned  to  Certificates  to 
the  Treasurer  and  Keceiver-General,  shall  be  in  the  Form  theTreasme" 
foUowino- :  That  is  to  say,  ?J"^  ueceiver- 

O  .'  '  General. 

To  the  Treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

This  Certifies  that  there  hath  been  allowed  and  paid  out  ^o^^- 
of  the  Town  Stock  of  the  Sum  of  for 

grown  Wolves,  and  the  Sum  of  for  Wolves 

Whelps,  killed  in  or  near  unto  said  Town,  and  within  this 
Commonwealth,  since  the  Day  of  last,  and 

the  Heads  thereof  brought  unto  a  Constable  of  said 
Towij,  and  the  Ears  cut  ofl^"  and  burnt  in  the  Presence  of 
one  or  more  of  the  Selectmen  of  said  Town,  as  the  Law 
directs,  and  so  certified,  amounting  in  the  Whole  to  the 
Sum  of  which  you  are  desired  to  allow  to  said 

Town  by  paying  the  same  to  Treasurer  of 

said  Town. 

Dated  at  aforesaid  this  Day  of  17 

>  Selectmen 

5  of 

^Town  Treasurer. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid, 
That  all  the  Laws  of  this  Commonwealth  heretofore  made  Repealing  aii 
respecting  Wolves  or  Wolves  Whelps,  so  far  as  they  relate  made  respecung 
to  the  same,  be,  and  hereby  are  repealed  and  declared  to  woives. 
be  null  and  void.  February  21,  1783. 

1782.  — Chapter  40. 

[January  Session,  ch.  7.] 

AN    ACT    FOR   DISCONTINUING   THE    NAME   OF   A   TOWN    IN   THE    flj^rir}    40 
COUNTY     OF     HAMPSHIRE,    FORMERLY     INCORPORATED     BY    ^"^^V'  ^^ 
THE     NAME     OF     MURRAYFIELD,   AND    CALLING    THE    SAME 
CHESIER. 

Whereas  from  the  great  Similitude  between  tlie  Names  Preamble. 
of  the  said  Town  called  Murrayfield  and  a  Plantation 
called  jNIerryfield,  in  this  Oommonwealth  many  Difficxd- 
ties  and  Inconveniences  have  arisen,  and  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  former  pray  that  the  Name  of  the  said  Town  may 
be  altered  : 

Therefore  be   it  enacted  by  the   Senate  and  House  of 
Iiep)'esentatives  in   General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
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1782.  —  Chapter  41. 


Altering  the 
Name  of  Mur- 
rayfleld  to  the 
Name  of 
Chester. 


Authority  of  tJie  same,  That  the  Land  lying  in  the  County 
of  Ilampshive,  formerly  incorporated  into  a  Town  by  the 
Name  of  Minray field ,  shall  no  longer  bear  that  Name ; 
but  henceforth  shall  be  called  and  known  l)y  the  Name  of 
Cheater,  the  aforesaid  incorporating  Act  notwithstanding. 
And  all  Officers  in  the  said  Town  shall  hold  and  exercise 
their  Offices  respectively,  in  the  same  Manner  as  they 
would  have  done  had  not  the  Name  of  the  said  Town  been 
altered.  .  February  21,  1783. 


Chap. 


1782.  — Chapter  41. 

[January  Session,  ch.  8.] 

A^    AN     ACT     FOR     ERECTING     A     DISTRICT     IN     THE     COUNTY 
MIDDLESEX,   BY  THE   NAME   OF   BOXBOROUGH. 


Boundaries. 


OF 


Whereas  a  Number  of  Inhabitants,  living  in  the  extreme 
Parts  of  the  Toums  of  StoAV,  Harvard,  and  Littleton, 
labor  under  many  Inconveniences  by  Reason  of  their  great 
Distance  from  any  Place  of  Public  Worship,  and  have 
requested  this  Court  that  they  may  be  incorporated  into  a 
District,  with  all  the  Privileges  of  a  Town,  that  of  send- 
ing a  Representative  to  the  General  Court  excepted: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
Authority  of  the  same.  That  a  Part  of  Stow,  a  Part  of 
Harvard,  and  a  Part  of  Littleton,  all  which  are  included 
within  the  Boundaries  followino;,  viz.  :  Beoinnino;  at  the 
Road  Southerly  of  Jolin  Robbins'  Buildings,  and  running 
Southerly  to  Acton  Corner  Three  Miles  and  Ninety-two 
Rods,  to  a  Heap  of  Stones  ;  from  thence  running  South- 
erly in  Acton  Line,  to  a  Place  called  Flag  Hill,  being  two 
Miles,  three  Quarters  and  ten  Rods,  to  a  Heap  of  Stones  ; 
from  thence  AVesterly  in  Stnw  two  Miles  and  a  Quarter, 
to  a  Stake  and  Pillar  of  Stones  in  the  Harvard  Line  ;  then 
running  Northerly  through  Part  of  Harvard,  to  a  white 
Oak  Tree,  by  a  Causeway  from  thence  to  the  Place  first 
set  out  from,  be  and  hereby  is  incor])orated  into  a  Dis- 
trict, by  the  Name  ol  Boxborough.  And  all  the  Polls  and 
Estates  that  are  included  within  the  said  Boundaries,  shall 
belong  to  the  said  District,  except  those  of  such  of  the 
Inhal)itants  of  that  Part  set  off  from  Littleton,  as  shall 
not  within  the  Term  of  twelve  Months  from  the  passing 
this  Act,  return  their  Names  into  the  Office  of  the  Secre- 
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tary  of  this  Commonwealth,  signifying  their  Desire   to 
become  inhabitants  of  the  said  District. 

And  be  it  fiirf/ier  enacted  by  the  Aidhority  aforesaid. 
That  the  said  District  be,  and  hereby  is,  invested  with  all  investing  said 

1         T-»  T»    •     •!  IT  •    •  I  m  •       District  With 

the  i  owers,  1  rivileges  and   Immunities,   that    low^ns  in  certain  Powers. 

this  Commonwealth  do  or  may  enjoy  (except  the  Privilege 

of  sending  a  Representative  to  the  General  Court)  and 

the   Inhabitants   of  the   said   District  shall  have  Liberty 

from  Time  to  Time  to  join  with  the  Town  of  Stow,  in 

choosing  a  Representative,  and   shall   be  notified  of  the 

Time   and   Place   of  Election,    in   like   Manner  with   the 

Inliabitants  of  the  said  Town  of  Stow,  by  a  Warrant  from 

the  Selectmen  of  the  said  Town,  directed  to  a  Constable 

or  Constables  of  the  said  District,  requiring  him  or  them 

to  warn  the  Inhal)itants  to  attend  the  Meeting  at  the  Time 

and  Place  appointed  :   Which  Warrant  shall  be  seasonably 

returned   by  the  said  Constable  or  Constables  ;   and  the 

Representative  may  be  chosen  inditi'erently  from  the  said 

Town  or  District :  The  Pay  or  Allowance  to  be  borne  by 

the  Town  and  District,  in  Proportion  as  they  shall  from 

Time  to  Time  pay  to  the  State  Tax. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  Jonathan  Wood,  Esq  ;  Jona.  wood  to 
of  Stow,  be,  and  he  hereby  is  empowered  to  issue  his  Meeting/ 
Warrant,  directed  to  some  principal  Inhabitant  within 
the  said  District,  requiring  him  to  warn  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  said  District,  qualitied  to  vote  in  Town  Attairs,  to 
assemble  at  some  suitable  Time  and  Place  in  the  said 
District,  to  choose  such  Officers  as  Towns  and  Districts 
by  Law  are  required  to  choose  in  the  Month  of  March 
annually  :  Provided  nevertheless.  That  the  Inhabitants  of  P'o^iso. 
the  said  District  shall  pay  their  proportionalile  Part  of 
all  such  'fown,  County  and  State  Taxes,  as  are  already 
assessed  by  the  said  respective  Towns  from  which  they 
are  taken,  and  their  proportionable  Part  of  all  public 
Debts  due  from  the  said  Towns  ;  and  also  provide  for  the 
Sui)port  of  all  the  Poor  who  were  Inhabitants  within 
the  said  District  before  the  passing  of  this  Act,  and  shall 
be  brought  back  for  Maintenance  hereafter. 

And  whereas  it  is  jit  and  necessary ,  that  the  Whole 
of  the  said  District  sJtould  belong  to  one  and  the  same 
County  : 

Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  hy_  the  Authority  afore- 
said. That  tliat  Part  of  the  said  District  which  is  set  off  ^f","J^Sfgrr?e't 
from  the  Town  of  Harvard,  in  the  County  of  Worcester,  lo  the  county  of 

'  "^  Middlesex. 
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shall  be,  and  hereb>^  is  annexed  and  set  to  the  County  of 
Middle.'iex.  And  the  Line  established  by  this  Act  as  the 
Boundary  betwixt  the  said  Town  of  Harvard  and  the 
said  District,  shall  hereafter  be  the  Boundary  Line  be- 
twixt the  said  County  of  Middlesex  and  the  said  County 
of  Worcester.  February  25,  1783. 

1783.  — Chapter  43. 

[January  Session,  ch.  9.] 

ChaV'  42  ^^    ^^'^   ^°^    DISCONTINUING   THE   NAME  OF    A    TOWN   IN   THE 
^'  COUNTY    OF    SUFFOLK,    INCORPORATED    BY    THE    NAME    OF 

STOUGHTONHAM,   AND   CALLING  THE   SAME    SHARON. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Flouse  of  Bepresenta- 
tives  in   General   Court  assembled,  and  by  the  Authority 
The  Name  of     of  the  Same,  That  the  said  Tow^n  oi  StougJdonham,  shall 
stoughtonham    no  lougcr  bcai'  that  Name,  but  henceforth  shall  be  called 
sharon.'°  ^i^<^  kuowu  by  the  Name  of  AS'Aav'ou ,'  the  aforesaid  incor- 

porating Act  notwithstanding.  And  all  Officers  in  said 
Town  shall  hold  and  exercise  their  respective  Offices  in 
the  same  Manner  as  they  would  have  done  had  not  the 
Name  of  said  Town  been  altered.         February  25,  1783. 


Chap.  48 


1782.  — Chapter  43. 

[January  Session,  ch.  10.] 

AN  ACT  FOR  CARRYING  INTO  EXECUTION  AN  ORDINANCE  OF 
CONGRESS  FOR  ESTABLISHING  COURTS  FOR  THE  TRIAL  OF 
FELONIES  AND  PIRACIES  COMMITTED  ON  THE  HIGH  SEAS. 

Preamble.  Wkcreas  by  an  Ordinance  of  Congress,  passed  the  Fifth 

of  April,  one  Thousand  seven  Hundred  and  Eighty-one^ 
pursuant  to  the  ninth  Article  of  the  Confederation,  the 
Justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  and  the  Judge  of 
Admiralty  of  this  Commonwealth,  or  any  two  of  (hem,  are 
constituted  and  appointed  Judges  for  hearing  ayid  trying 
every  Berson  charged  with  Biracy  or  Felony  upon  the 
High  Seas,  or  tvho  shall  be  charged  as  Accessaries  to  the 
same,  either  before  or  after  the  Fact,  by  Grand  and  Petit 
Jurors,  according  to  the  Course  of  the  Common  Law. 
And  it  being  expedient  to  ascertahi  tjie  Times  and  Blaces 
for  holding  the  .same  Court,  as  well  as  to  direct  the  Mode 
of  appointing  Grand  and  Betit  Jurors  therefor:  And  also 
to  designate  the  Judge  of  Admiralty  intended  by  the  same 
Ordinance: 
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Be  it  therefore  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  in   General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
Authority  of  the  same,   That  the  Times  and  Places  for  The  Times  and 
holding  Courts,   for  the  Trial  of  Piracies  and  Felonies  rnrcoptsfof' 
committed  on  the  High  Seas,  shall  be  in  the  Counties  of  pj^ J^jg) ^^c. 
Suffolk,  Middlesex,  Essex,  Plymouth,  Barnstable,  Bristol, 
York  and  Cumberland  at  the  Times  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court  is  or  shall  by  Law  be  held  and  kept  in  the  said 
several  Counties,  and  at  such  other  Time  and  Place  in  any 
Maritime  Town  in  any  of  the  said  Counties  as  the  Gov- 
ernor for  the  Time  being,  with  Advice  of  Council,  shall, 
by  Writ  under  the  Seal  of  the  Commonwealth,  order  and 
direct ;  at  which  Courts  the  first  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  who  is  present  shall  always  preside. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Grand  and  Petit  Jurors  Grand  and 
that  are  or  shall  be  appointed  to  serve  at  any  Supreme  appointedto 
Judicial  Court,  in  the  several  Counties  aforesaid,  shall  dis-  su'^remVjudi- 
charge  the  Duties  of  Grand  and  Petit  Jurors,  in  the  Court  di^'char'Le  the 
for  the  Trial  of  Piracies  and  Felonies  upon  the  High  Seas,  Duties  in  the 
as  fully  as  though  specially  appointed  for  that  Purpose.      Trial  of 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  when  a  Time  and  Place  c^overnorand 
shall  be  appointed  for  the  Trial  of  Piracies  and  Felonies  ^°"^Qtj2 
on  the  High  Seas,  by  the  Governor  and  Council,  by  Virtue  Time&piace 
of  this  Act,  the  Writ  directed  to  the  Judges  of  the  same 
Courts  shall  issue  twenty-one  Days  at  the  least  before  the 
Time  assigned  for  holding  the  Court.     And  the  Clerk  of  Ju^remeVudi^' 
the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  shall  issue  Venires  to  such  ?*»' court  to 

•\r       •    •  rr\  •   ^   •        ^  •      r^  11  IT*  ipsue  Venires 

Maritmie  iowns  within  this  Commonwealth  as  the  Justices  as  the  justices 
of  the  said  Court,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  direct,  seven 
Days  at  least  before  the  sitting  thereof;  and  the  Grand 
and  Petit  Jurors  shall  be  appointed  and  summoned  to 
attend  in  like  Manner,  and  be  liable  to  the  like  Fines 
and  Forfei*tures  for  Neglects,  as  Grand  and  Petit  Jurors 
respectively,  at  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court :  And  if  by 
Reason  of  Challenges,  or  otherwise,  there  shall  not  remain 
a  sufficient  Number  of  Grand  or  Petit  Jurors,  the  Num- 
ber may  be  compleated  de  talibus  Circumstantibus ,  to  be 
returned  by  the  Sheriff'  of  the  County  where  the  Court  is 
held,  or  such  other  Person  as  the  Court  shall  direct. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  Judge  or  Judges  of  ^"^l-ftlme^  *^* 
the  Maritime  Courts  within  this  Commonwealth  for  the  courts  to  be 
Time  being,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  the  Judges  judges  of  the 
of  the  Court  of  Admiralty  within  this  Commonwealth,  in  Admiralty. 
the  true   Sense   and  Meaning  of  the  said   Ordinance   of 
Congress,  until  a  Judge  or  Judges  of  Admiralty,  expresly  untii. 
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by  that  Name,  shall,  pursuant  to  Law,  be  duly  nominated, 
commissioned  and  sworn. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  shall  be  the 
Clerk  of  the  Court  for  the  Trial  of  Piracies  and  Felonies 


The  Clerk  of 

the  Supreme 

Judicial  Court 

to  be  the  Clerk  i     r-.  ^  i  t     i  pi  r^         j- 

of  said  Court  for  on  the  High  Seas,  unless  the  Judges  ot  the  same  C^ourt 

Pi"aci°e8.  shall  scc  fit  to  appoiut  some  other  Person  to  act  as  Clerk 

of  the  same,  wdiich  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  em- 


powered to  do. 


February  25,  1783. 


1782.  — Chapter  44. 

[January  Session,  ch.  11.] 

Chnil    44  -^^    ^^^    *°^    ANNEXING    NOAH   WIZZLE,    WITH    HIS    LANDS, 
^       ■/  WITHIN   A   CERTAIN   GORE  OF   LAND,    LYING   BETWEEN   THE 

TOWNS  OF  FITCHBURGH,  LEOMINSTER  AND  WESTMINSTER, 
IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  WORCESTER,  UNTO  THE  TOWN  OF  FITCH- 
BURGH. 

Preamble.  Ti^iej'eas  Noali  Wizzle  hath  requested  of  this  Court  to  be 

annexed  unto  Fitchburgh  ;  and  it  ajypears  to  be  of  public 
Utility  that  his  Request  should  be  granted: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  liepresenta- 
tives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  Authority 
of  the  same,  That  Noah  Wizzle,  with  his  Lands,  situate 
in  a  Gore  of  Land,  lying  between  the  Towns  of  Fitch- 
burgh, Leominster  and  Westminster,  in  the  County  of 
Worcester ,  be,  and  hereby  is  annexed  unto  the  Town  of 
Fitchburgh :  And  that  in  future  the  said  Wizzle  shall  be 
entitled  to  all  the  Privileges  and  Immunities  with  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  said  Fitchburgh,  and  subjected  to 
Duties  as  an  Inhabitant  of  the  said  Town. 

Proviso.  Provided  always,  That  the  said  Wizzle  shall  be  holden 

to  pay  an}'  Taxes  already  legally  assessed  on  him  by  the 
Town  of  Westminster;  any  Thing  in  this  Act  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding.  February  26,  1783. 


Annexing 
Noah  Whizzle's 
Lands  to  the 
Town  of  Fitch- 
burg. 


Chap.  45 


Preamble. 


1782.  — Chapter  45. 

[January  Session,  ch.  12.] 

AN  ACT  FOR  GRANTING  A  LOTTERY  FOR  RE-BUILDING  THE 
NORTH  MILLS  IN  THE  TOWN  OF  BOSTON,  WHICH  WERE 
LATELY  CONSUMED   BY  FIRE. 

Whereas  the  Mills  commonly  called  the  North  Mills,  in 
the  Toivn  o/"  Boston,  have  lately  been  consumed  by  Fire, 
and  the  Proprietors  have  prayed  that  a  Lottery  may  be 
granted  to  enable  them  to  re-build  the  said  Mills,  which 
IV ill  be  of  great  public  Utility : 
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Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  Authority 
of  the  same,  That  a  Sum  not  exceedino-  Tu-o  Thousand  ^'^^^'i\°^^  , 

T^Ti'ii  T  T-^  1  raised  by  Lot- 

I^ounds  be  raised  by  a  Lottery  or  Lotteries,  lor  and  to  tery. 
the  Purpose  of  re-building  the  said  Mills;  and  that  John  Names  of  the 
Pitts  and  John  White,  Esquires,  and  Mr.  William  Paine,  ''"''s*"'^- 
or  any  two  of  them,  shall  be  Managers  of  the  said  Lot- 
tery or  Lotteries,  who  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  Per- 
formance of  their  Trust ;  which  said  Managers  shall  make 
and  publish  in  such  News  Papers  as  they  shall  judge 
proper,  a  Scheme  for  the  said  Lottery  or  Lotteries,  as 
soon  as  may  be  ;  and  they  shall  also  publish  therewith 
all  necessary  Rules  and  Regulations  for  the  Management 
thereof.  And  all  Prizes  which  may  be  drawn  in  the 
said  Lottery  or  Lotteries,  shall  be  paid  without  any 
Deduction,  provided  they  are  demanded  within  Six 
Months  after  the  Drawing  of  the  said  Lottery  or  Lot- 
teries, otherwise  the  Money  arisino-  from  such  Prizes, 
shall  be  appropriated  to  the  Purpose  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  if  any  Person  shall  forge,  Persons'guiity 

•  .  ,    ~         of  Forgery. 

counterfeit,  or  alter  any  Lottery  Ticket  issued  by  Virtue 
of  this  Act,  or  shall  pass  or  utter  any  such  forged,  coun- 
terfeited or  altered  Ticket,  knowing  the  same  to  be  false, 
forged,  counterfeited  or  altered,  or  shall  advise  or  assist 
in  forging,  altering,  or  counterfeiting  the  same,  every 
Person  so  oflending,  and  being  thereof  convicted  before 
the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  of  this  Commonwealth,  shall 
be  punished  by  being  set  on  the  Gallows  for  the  Space  of  Penalty. 
one  Hour,  with  a  Rope  round  his  Neck,  or  shall  pay  a 
Fine  not  exceeding  One  Hundred  Pounds,  to  the  Use  of 
this  Commonwealth,  or  suffer  not  more  than  Twelve 
Months  Imprisonment,  nor  less  than  Two,  or  be  pub- 
licly whipped,  not  exceeding  Thirty-nine  Stripes,  at  the 
Discretion  of  the  said  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  according 
to  the  Nature  and  Circumstances  of  the  Offence. 

February  26,  1783. 

1782.  — Chapter  46. 

[January  Session,  ch.  13.] 
AN  ACT  IN   ADDITION  TO  THE  SEVERAL  ACTS  ALREADY  MADE    QhaV    46 
FOR  THE  PRUDENT  STORAGE  OF  GUN  POWDER  WITHIN  THE  ^' 

TOWN  OF  BOSTOX. 

Whereas  the  depositing  of  loaded  Arms  in  the  Houses  o/"  Preamble. 
tlie  Town  o/"  Boston,  is  dangerous  to  the  Lives  of  those  ivho 
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Persons  pro- 
hibited taking 
into  their  Dwel 
lings,  &c.  any 
piece  of  Ord- 
nance loaded 
with  Gun 
Powder. 


Penalty. 


Pieces  of  Ord- 
nance charged 
with  Gun  Pow- 
der found  in  any 
Dwelling- 
House.&c.  liable 
to  be  seized. 


How  disposed  of 
in  Cases  of 
Forfeiture. 


Appeals 
allowed. 


are  disposed  to  exert  themselves  token  a  Fire  happens  to 
break  out  in  the  said  Toivn  : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  Authority 
of  the  same.  That  if  any  Person  shall  take  into  any 
Dwelling  House,  Stable,  Barn,  Out  House,  Ware  House, 
Store,  Shop,  or  other  Building  within  the  Town  of 
Boston,  any  Cannon,  Swivel,  Mortar,  Howitzer,  Co- 
horn,  or  Fire  Arm,  loaded  with,  or  having  Gun  Powder 
in  the  same,  or  shall  receive  into  any  Dwelling  House, 
Stable,  Barn,  Out  House,  Store,  Ware  House,  Shop,  or 
other  Building,  within  the  said  Town,  any  Bomb,  Gren- 
ade, or  other  Iron  Shell,  charged  with,  or  having  Gun 
Powder  in  the  same,  such  Person  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
the  Sum  of  Ten  Pounds,  to  be  recovered  at  the  Suit  of 
the  Firewards  of  the  said  Town,  in  an  Action  of  Debt, 
before  any  Court  proper  to  try  the  same  ;  one  Moiety 
thereof  to  the  Use  of  the  said  Firewards,  and  the  other 
Moiety  to  the  Support  of  the  Poor  of  the  Town  oi  Boston. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid, 
That  all  Cannon,  Swivels,  Mortars,  Howitzers,  Cohorns, 
Fire  Arms,  Bombs,  Granades,  and  Iron  Shells  of  any 
Kind,  that  shall  be  found  in  any  Dwelling  House,  Out 
House,  Stable,  Barn,  Store,  Ware  House,  Shop,  or  other 
Building,  charged  with,  or  having  in  them  any  Gun 
Powder,  shall  be  liable  to  be  seized  by  either  of  the 
Firewards  of  the  said  Town  :  And  upon  Complaint  made 
by  the  said  Firewards  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  of 
such  Cannon,  Swivels,  Mortars,  or  Howitzer,  being  so 
found,  the  Court  shall  proceed  to  try  the  Merits  of  such 
Complaint  by  a  Jury  ;  and  if  the  Jury  shall  find  such 
Complaint  supported,  such  Cannon,  Swivel,  Mortar,  or 
Howitzer,  shall  be  adjudged  forfeit,  and  be  sold  at  public 
Auction  ;  and  one  Half  of  the  Proceeds  thereof  shall  be 
disposed  of  to  the  Firewards,  and  the  other  Half  to  the 
Use  of  the  Poor  of  the  Town  of  Boston.  And  when  any 
Fire  Arms,  or  any  Bomb,  Granade,  or  other  Shell,  shall 
be  found  in  any  House,  Out  House,  Barn,  Stable,  Store, 
Warehouse,  Shop,  or  other  Building,  so  charged,  or  having 
Gun  Powder  in  the  same,  the  same  shall  be  liable  to  be 
seized  in  Manner  aforesaid  ;  and  on  Complaint  thereof, 
made  and  supported  before-  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  shall 
be  sold  and  disposed  of  as  is  above  provided  for  Cannon. 

Be  it  further  enacted.  That  Appeals  shall  be  allowed  in 
Prosecutions  upon  this  Act  as  is  usual  in  other  Cases. 

March  1,  1783. 
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1783.  — Chapter  47. 

[January  Session,  ch.  14.] 

AN    ACT    FOR    SETTING    OFF   DAVID  PARKER   FROM    THE    DIS-    fhnj)    A^J 
TRICT   OF    CARLISLE,   AND    ANNEXING   HIM    TO  THE    TOWN  ^ 

OF  CHELMSFORD. 

}V/iereas  hy  the  Act  for  incorporating  the  District  o/"  Preamble. 
Carlisle,  in  the  County  of  Middlesex,  David  Parker  was 
set  to  the  said  District,  ichich  is  found  to  operate  to   his 
great  Injury  and  Inconvenience : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
Authority  of  the  same,  That  the  said  David  Parker,  and 
his  Buildings,  and  so  much  of  his  Lands  which  were  taken 
into  the  said  District  of  Carlisle,  hy  the  aforesaid  Act,  as  Boundaries. 
shall  fall  to  the  North  of  a  right 'Line,  beginning  at  a 
Heap  of  Stones  where  the  Corners  of  the  Towns  of 
Chelmsford  and  Westford,  and  of  the  said  District  of 
Carlisle  meet ;  and  from  thence  running  to  the  Corner 
of  a  certain  stone  Wall,  where  the  Corners  of  the  Towns 
of  Chelmsford  and  Billerica,  and  of  the  said  District  of 
Carlisle  meet,  shall  be,  and  hereby  are  set  off  from  the 
said  District  of  Carlisle,  and  annexed  to  the  said  Town 
of  Chelmsford ;  and  shall  forever  hereafter  be  considered 
as  Part  of  the  same  :  Any  Thing  in  the  aforesaid  Act 
contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Provided  nevertheless,    That   the    said    David   Pai'lcer  proviso. 
shall  pay  all  such  Taxes  as  are  already  assessed  upon  him 
by  the  said  District  of  Carlisle.  March  1,  1783. 

1782.  — Chapter  48. 

"  [January  Sest^ion,  ch.  15.] 

AN     ACT     FOR    RAISING     BY    LOTTERY    THE     SUM     OF     THREE  (JJidjj^    ^g 
THOUSAND   POUNDS,   FOR    THE    PURPOSE    OF    BUILDING    A  ■'■  ' 

GLASS  HOUSE,     AND     PROMOTING    THE     MANUFACTURE     OF 
CROWN   AND   OTHER   GLASS.  IN    BOSTON. 

Whereas  it  appears  ^Aa;;  Robert  Hewes,  5?/  his  Ingenuity  Preamble. 
and  Application,  has  attained  the  Knowledge  of  the  Art 
and  Manufacture  of  Crown  and  other  Glass;  and  great 
Benefit  may  accrue  to  this  Commomvealth  if  the  said 
Business  should  be  carried  on:  But  the  Losses  of  the 
said  Robert,  sustained  by  costly  Bxperiments ,  in  finding 
out  the  said  Art,  and  also  by  Fire,  have  occasioned,  and 
must  occasion,   a  great    Cessation  thereof,  unless  he,    in 
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£3000  to  be 
raised  by  Lot- 
tery. 


Names  of  the 


Prizes  to  be 
paid  without 
Deduction. 


Persons  con- 
victed of  For- 
gery. 


Penalty. 


Exclusive  Right 
of  carrying  on 
the  Manufact- 
ure granted  to 
Rob.  Hewes. 


so7ne  Manner,  derives  Aid  to  enable  him  to  build  a  Glass 
House  in  Boston  : 

£e  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  ami  House  of  Rej)- 
resentafives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
Authority  of  the  same,  That  a  Sum  not  exceeding  Three 
Thousand  Pounds,  be  raised  by  a  Lottery,  by  a  Deduction 
of  Twenty  jper  Cent,  upon  the  Amount  of  the  Tickets 
when  sold,  to  the  Use  of  the  said  Robert  Hewes,  for  the 
sole  Purpose  of  Building  a  suitable  Glass  Won^&m  Boston, 
and  providing  the  Implements  and  Machinery  necessary 
for  the  Manufactory  of  Glass ;  and  that  Col.  Josiah 
Waters,  Major  Tliomas  Melvil,  and  Capt.  Alexander 
Hodgdon,  shall  be  Managers  of  the  said  Lottery,  who 
shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  Performance  of  their  Trust ; 
which  said  Managers  shall  make  and  publish  in  such  News 
Papers  as  they  shall  judge  proper,  a  Scheme  for  the  said 
Lottery  as  soon  as  may  be  ;  and  they  shall  also  publish 
therewith  all  necessary  Rules  and  Kegulations  for  the 
Management  thereof:  And  all  Prizes  which  may  be  drawn 
in  the  said  Lottery,  shall  be  paid  without  any  Deduction, 
provided  the  same  are  demanded  within  twelve  Months 
after  the  Drawing  of  the  said  Lottery  ;  otherwise  the 
Money  arising  from  such  Prizes  shall  be  appropriated  to 
the  Purpose  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  firtJier  enacted,  That  if  any  Person  shall 
forge,  counterfeit,  or  alter  any  Lottery  Ticket,  issued  by 
Virtue  of  this  Act,  or  shall  pass  or  utter  any  such  forged, 
counterfeit  or  altered  Ticket,  knowing  the  same  to  be 
false,  forged,  counterfeit  or  altered,  or  that  shall  counsel, 
advise,  procure  or  assist  in  the  forging,  altering  or  coun- 
terfeiting the  same  ;  every  Person  so  oifending,  and  being 
thereof  convicted  before  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court, 
shall  pay  a  Fine  not  exceeding  One  Hundred  and  Fifty 
Pounds,  to  the  Use  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  sutler  not 
more  than  twelve  Months  Imprisonment,  nor  less  than 
two,  and  be  publickly  whipped,  not  exceeding  thirt3'-nine 
Stripes,  or  shall  sufier  all  or  any  of  the  foregoing  Pun- 
ishments, at  the  Discretion  of  the  Court  before  whom  he 
shall  be  convicted,  according  to  the  Nature  and  Circum- 
stances of  the  Offence. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  said  Robert  Hewes  shall  have  the  sole  and 
exclusive  Right  of  carrying  on  the  Manufacture  of  Crown 
and  other  Glass  within  this  Commonwealth,  for  the  Term 
of  seven  Years  from  the  Date  of  this  Act.     And  that  if 
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any  other  Person  or  Persons  shall  presume  within  the  said  rumin°\oraanu. 
Term   of  seven   Years  to   carrj^   on   the   Manufacture    of  factuie  oiass 
Crown  or  other  Glass  within  this  Commonwealth,  he  or  mentioned. 
they  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  Fine  not  exceeding  One  Thou-  I'enaity. 
sand  Pounds  nor  less  than  Eigld  Hundred  Pounds,  to  be 
recovered  by  Action  of  Debt,  to  be  brought  by  the  said 
Robert,  his   Executors  or  Administrators,  in  any  Court 
proper  to  try  the  same. 

Provided  always.   That  the   said    Robert   Hemes   give  Proviso. 
Security  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  in  the  Rob.  Hewesto 
Sum    of    Four    Thousand   Pounds,    with   two    sufficient  ^'^^^  ecunty. 
Sureties,  to  employ  all  the  Monies  that  shall  be  raised  by 
the  said  Lotter}',  for  his  Use,  in  building  a  suitable  Glass 
House,  in  providing  Implements  and  Machinery  as  afore- 
said, and  in  prosecuting  and  bringing  to  Perfection  the 
Manufacture  of  Crown  and  other  Glass,  in  the  best  Man- 
ner in  his  Power,  and  faithfully,  constantly  and  diligently 
to  pursue  during  the  said  Term  of  seven  Years,  the  Man- 
ufacturing thereof.  March  1,  1783. 

1783.  — Chapter  49. 

[January  Session,  ch.  16.] 
AN  ACT  TO   INCORPORATE   THE   CONGREGATIONAL  SOCIETY  IN  fljjff^^     AC) 
THE    TOWN    OF    NORTON,    INTO    A    DISTINCT    PARISH;    AND  ^'^^P'    ^^ 
ALSO    TO    INCORPORATE    A    COMMITTEE    OF    THE    SAID    SO- 
CIETY  FOR  CERTAIN   PURPOSES. 

Whereas  the  Congregational  Society  in  the  Town  of  Preamble. 
Norton,  of  lohich  the  Reverend  Joseph  Palmer  is  the 
jpresent  Minister,  have  represented  to  this  Court  that  the 
said  Society  are  possessed  of  a  Sum  of  Money  and 
Securities,  to  the  Amount  of  Four  Hundred  and  Twenty- 
five  Pounds,  ivhich  they  desire  to  improve  to  the  Puipose 
of  beginning  and  laying  a  Foundation  for  a  Fund,  the 
Interest  whereof  to  be  appropriated  to  support  a  learned, 
pious,  Protestant  Congregational  3Iinister  in  the  said 
Society  forever,  and  for  building  or  repairing  a  Meeting 
House  in  said  Societ>/ ;  and  have  supplicated  this  Court 
hy  a  Law,  to  invest  the  said  Society  with  all  the  Powers, 
Privileges,  and  Immunities  that  Precincts  or  Parishes  in 
this  Commonwealth  do  or  may  enjoy :  And  also  that  certain 
Persons,  by  th.em,  the  said  Society  elected  and  named,  may 
be  made  a  Body  Corporate,  with  sufficient  Powers  to 
receive  the  aforesaid  Sum  and  other  Donations  that  are  or 
■shall  be  made  for  the  Pwposes  aforesaid,  and  for  the 
Well  ordering  the  same : 
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Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  Authority  of 
the  same.  That  the  Congregational  Society  in  the  Town 
Society  in  Nor-   of  N^orton,  in  the  County  of  Bristol,  where  the  Reverend 
into^rdiXnet^'^  ^oseph  Palmer  now  officiates,  be,  and   they  hereby  are 
Pari8h.  incorporated  into  a  distinct  Parish,  by  the  Name  of  The 

Congregational  Parish  in  JS/brton,  and  hereby  are  invested 
with  all  the  Powers,  Privileges  and  Immunities,  that  Pre- 
cincts or  Parishes  within  this  Commonwealth  do  or  may 
b}^  Law  enjoy. 

And  that  it  may  be  known  at  any  Time,  who  of  the 

Inhabitants  of  the  said  Town  belong  to  the  said  Parish, 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid,  That  all  those 

Inhabitants U8U-  Inhabitants  of  the  said  Norton,  who  usually  attend  Public 

Public  Worship  Worshi}3  witli  tlic  aforcsaid  Society,  shall  be  deemed  and 

b°eiongi^nTto       taken  to  belong  to  the  said  Parish  to  all  Intents  and  Pur- 

untii— "^^~     poses,   until  they   shall   signify  in   Writing,  under   their 

Hands,  to  the  Clerk  of  the  said  Parish,  their  Intention  to 

attend  Public  Worship  with  some  other  religious  Society, 

Proviso.  and  shall  actually  attend.     Provided  nevertheless,  that  all 

Parishioners,  so  removing,  shall  be  held  to  pay  all  Arrears 

of  Taxes  legally  assessed  on  them  by  the  said  Parish  before 

their  removal. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaidy 
George  Leon-     That  Georc/e  Leonard,  Esquire,  be,  and  he  hereby  is  fully 

ard.Esq;  to  call  i         •        i  .  i   .      -\ht  t  i  •        • 

the  firet  Meet-     authoFized  to  issue  liis  Warrant,  directed  to  some  prmci- 
^°^'  pal  Inhabitant  belonging  to  the  said  Parish,  requiring  him 

to  give  Notice  to  the  Inhal)itants  of  the  Parish  aforesaid, 
qualified  to  vote  in  Parish  Aflairs,  to  assemble  at  some 
suitable  Time  and  Place  in  the  said  Parish,  to  choose 
all  such  Officers  as  Parishes  are  by  Law  required  to 
choose  in  the  Month  of  March  annually  ;  and  to  transact 
such  other  Matters  and  Business  as  is  necessary  to  be  done 
in  the  said  Parish. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid, 

George  Leon-     That   George  Leonard,    William  Holmes,  Daniel  Dean^ 

oth^rsfei'erted    Lsaac  Hodges  and  Lsrael  Trow,  chosen,  elected  and  named 

tJbe'aCorpo*.^   ^J  ^hc  Said  Socicty  for  that  Purpose,  and  their  Successors 

rate  Body.         hereafter  chosen  by  the  Parish  aforesaid,  in  the  Manner 

as  in  and  by  this  Act  is  hereafter  provided,  shall  be,  and 

hereby  are  declared  to  be  a  Body  Corporate,  by  the  Name 

of  The  Trustees  of  the  Congregational  Parish  in  J^orton, 

and  hereby  are  incorporated  to  this  special  Purpose,  viz. 

Their  Powers,    jo  rcccive  all  the  Donations,    Subscriptions,   Securities 

and  Monies,  now  in  the  Hands  of  the  said  Society,  and 
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also  such  Grants,  Appropriations,  and  Donations,  either 
Real  or  Personal,  that  have  been  or  shall  hereafter  be 
made  for  the  Purposes  aforesaid  ;  provided  the  whole  Sum 
do  not  exceed  the  sum  of  Three  Thousand  Pounds:  And 
all  such  Sum  or  Sums  as  shall  be  received  by  the  afore- 
said present  Trustees  or  their  Successors  in  the  said 
Trust,  shall  be  and  hereb}^  are  appropriated  to  raise  an 
Income  by  the  annual  Interest  arising  therefrom  for  the 
Purpose  aforesaid. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  hy   the  Authority  aforesaid. 
That  all   Bonds,  Mortgages,  or  other  lawful   Securities,  Bonds,  &c  made 
made    to   the    said    George   Leonard,     William    Holmes,  WhegolTl^ni 
Daniel  Dean,  Isaac  Hodges,  and  Israel  Trow,  and  their  ^■^"''• 
Successors  in  the  said  Trust,  are  hereby"  declared  good 
and  valid:  And  the  said  Trustees  and  their  Successors,  The  Trustees  to 

1        J 1      •  •  1    r^  J.      "VT  11  1  1    sue  and  be  sued. 

by  then-  said  Corporate  iSame,  may  sue  and  be  sued,  and 
are  hereby  fully  authorized  by  themselves,  or  by  their 
Agents  or  Attornies,  to  appear,  plead  and  defend,  in  any 
Action  or  Suit  brought  by  or  against  them,  in  their  said 
Capacity,  and  the  same  prosecute  to  hnal  Judgment  and 
Execution,  in  any  Court  proper  to  try  and  determine  the 
same. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  hy  the  Authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  aforesaid  Sum  oi  Four  Hundred  and  Twenty-five  Monies  to  be  put 
Pounds,  and  all  such  further  Sum  or  Sums  as  may  hereafter  unti"— "^^^  ~ 
be  annexed  thereto,  shall  be  by  the  said  Trustee^,  put  to 
Interest ;  and  the  annual  Interest  arising  thereon,  shall  be 
further  put  to  Interest,  and  so  from  Year  to  Year,  until  a 
Capital  shall  be  raised,  the  annual  Interest  whereof  shall 
l)e  sufficient  to  support  a  Minister  as  aforesaid  :  And  then 
the  annual  Interest  of  the  said  increased  Capital,  or  so  interest,  how  to 
much  thereof  as  the  said  Corporation  shall  find  necessary,  ^^appiopnate  . 
shall  forever  after  be  paid  to  such  Minister  resident  and 
officiating  in  the  Work  of  the  Ministry  among  said  Society, 
within  said  Town.     And  if  it  shall  ever  happen  that  there 
be  no  such  Minister  settled  within  the  said  Society,  then 
in  every  such  Case  the  Interest  arising  in  such  Vacation  in  such  case. 
shall  be  improved  to  supply  the  said  Society  with  Preach- 
ing.    And  if  there  shall  be  any  Surplusage  it  shall  be  put 
to  Interest  on  new  Securities,  and  added  to  the  said  Cap- 
ital, and  improved  for  the  Building  or  Repairing  a  Meet- 
ing House  for  the  said  Society ;   and  all   such   increased 
Sum  or  Sums  shall  ])e  ordered  and  disposed  of  by  the  said 
Trustees,  according  to  the  Directions  hereinbefore  pro- 
vided respecting  the  said  Capital. 
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And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid^ 

Tin  bl°'"'  That  if  at  any  Time  the  Income  arising  by  the    annual 

dentforsakT'   Interest  of  the  Fund  aforesaid,  shall  be  more  than  suffi- 

Purpoeeshowto  cieut  for  the  Purposes  aforesaid,  in  that  Case  all  such 

eappropnae  .  g^jj-pj^^jj^  shall  and  hereby  is  specially  appropriated,  and 

shall   be   improved  by  the  Parish   aforesaid,  towards  the 

Support  and  Maintenance  of  a  School  for  the  Benefit  of 

said  Society. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid, 
Eve^iweer'"  That  the  said  Parish,  at  their  annual  Meeting  in  March, 
annually.  from  Time  to  Time  be,  and  hereby  are  fully  authorised 

to  choose  five  Trustees  for  the  Year  ensuing. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid, 
tees  are  n™^'  That  if  at  any  Time  the  said  Parish  shall  at  their  annual 
chosen.  Meeting  in  March,  neglect  or  by  any  Means  be  prevented 

choosing  Trustees,  in  every  such  Case  the  Trustees  last 
chosen  shall  continue  vested  with  all  the  Powers  and  Priv- 
ileges aforesaid,  until  others  be  chosen. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid, 
Accountable  and  That  thc  Said  Trustces,  and  their  Successors,  from  Time 
removable  for    to  Time,  shall  be  accountable  to  the  said  Parish,  and  may 

Miedemeanor.       i         i  i  />  ^r-     -<  -r-i    -i  •  i      •  -i 

be  b}^  tnem  tor  any  Misdemeanor  or  Failure  in  their  said 
Trust  removed  therefrom  ;  in  which  Case,  and  also  in 
Case  of  Death  or  other  Removal  of  any  one  or  more  of 
them,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  Parish  to 
appoint  others  in  their  Room.  And  the  said  Parish  may 
at  any  Time  call  a  Meeting  for  that  Purpose  accordingly. 

March  4,  1783. 


Chap. 
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[January  Session,  eh.  17.] 

50  AN  ACT  DETERMINING  AT  WHAT  TIMES  AND  PLACES  THE  SEV- 
ERAL COURTS  OF  GENERAL  SESSIONS  OF  THE  PEACE  AND 
COURTS  OF  COMMON  PLEAS,  SHALL  BE  HELD  ^VITHIN  AND 
FOR  THE  SEVERAL  COUNTIES  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  Authority  of 
piace^sSxed   ^^^^  samc.  That  the  Times  and  Places  for  holding  the  Courts 
for  holding        of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  and  Courts  of  Common 

Courts  of  Gren-  ,       ,  ,         , 

erai  Sessions  of  Pleas,  Within  and  for  each  of  the  Counties  in  the  Conimon- 
the  seyeraV  wcaltli,  sliall,  after  the  first  Day  of  January,  one  Thousand 
thToomm^n-^'"  scvcu  Hundred  and  eighty-three,  be  annually,  as  followeth, 

wealth.  ^Ijjj^  ig  ^y   ^^y^ 

Within  and  for  the  County  of  Suffolk,  at  Boston,  on 
the    first    Tuesday    in    January,    the   third    Tuesday   in 
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April,  the  first  Tuesday  in  Juli/,  and  the   first  Tuesday 
in  October. 

Within  and  for  the  County  of  Essex,  at  Ipswich  the 
first  Tuesday  in  April;  at  8alem,  the  second  Tuesday  of 
July,  and  the  first  Tuesday  in  December;  and  at  New- 
bur;/  Port,  the  hist  Tuesday  in  September . 

AVithin  and  for  the  County  of  Middlesex,  at  Concord, 
on  the  second  Tuesday  of  March,  and  second  Tuesday  of 
September;  at  Cambridge,  on  the  hist  Tuesday  of  Nov- 
ember; and  at  Groton,  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  May. 

Within  and  for  the  County  of  Hampshire,  at  North- 
hampton, the  second  Tuesday  in  February,  and  the  last 
Tuesday  in  August;  at  Springfield,  the  third  Tuesday  in 
May  and  the  second  Tuesday  in  November. 

Within  and  for  the  County  of  Plymouth,  at  Plymouth, 
the  second  Tuesday  in  Ap)ril,  the  first  Tuesday  in  July, 
the  first  Tuesday  in  October,  and  the  second  Tuesday  in 
December. 

AVithin  and  for  the  County  of  Barnstable,  at  Barnstable, 
the  first  Tuesday  in  Ajjril,  the  last  Tuesday  in  June,  the 
last  Tuesday  in  September,  and  the  first  Tuesday  in 
December. 

Within  and  for  the  County  of  Bristol,  at  Taunton,  the 
second  Tuesday  in  March,  the  second  Tuesday  of  June, 
the  second  Tuesday  in  September,  and  the  third  Tuesday 
in  December. 

Within  and  for  the  County  of  Yoi^k,  at  York,  on  the 
second  Tuesday  of  April,  and  the  second  Tuesday  of 
July ;  at  Biddeford,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  October. 

Within  and  iox  Dukes  County,  at  Edgartown,  the  first 
Tuesday  in  March;  and  at  Tisbury,  the  last  Tuesday  in 
October. 

Within  and  for  the  County  oi  Nantucket,  at  Sherburne, 
the  last  Tuesday  in  March  and  first  Tuesday  in   October. 

Within  and  for  the  County  of  Worcester,  at  Worcester, 
the  last  Tuesday  in  March,  the  second  Tuesday  in  June, 
the  first  Tuesday  in  September,  and  the  first  Tuesday  in 
December, 

Within  and  for  the  County  of  Cumberland,  at  Falmouth, 
the  last  Tuesday  of  May  and  the  last  Tuesday  of  October. 

Within  and  for  the  County  of  Lincoln,  at  Poivnalbor- 
ough_  the  first  Tuesday  of  June  and  the  last  Tuesday  in 
September. 

Within  and  for  the  County  of  Berkshire,  at  Pittsfield, 
the  last  Tuesday  in  February ;  and  at  Great  Barrington, 
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the  third  Tuesday  in  August,  until  the  First  Day  of  Ja7i- 
uary   One    Thousand    Seven  Hundred  and  Eighty-four ;  ■ 
and  after  the  said  First  Day  of  January,  at  Lenox,  on  the 
last   Tuesday  in   February,  the    third    Tuesday  of  Sep- 
tember, and  the  third  Tuesday  of  December. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid. 
That  all  Appeals,  Writs,  Recoonizances,  Warrants,  and 
Complaints,  and  every  other  Thing  that  should  or  may 
be  entered  at,  or  returned  to,  any  of  the  said  Courts  to 
be  holden  at  the  Times  and  Places  heretofore  appointed  ; 
And  all  Parties  and  Persons  that  by  Law  are  or  may  be 
required  or  directed  to  appear  or  attend  at  the  aforesaid 
Times  and  Places  ;  and  all  Actions,  Suits  and  Matters, 
that  now  are,  or  may  be  pending  in  the  said  Courts,  shall 
be  returned  to,  entered,  appear,  and  attend,  have  Day, 
be  tried  and  determined  in  the  respective  Courts,  at  the 
Times  and  Places  established  by  this  Act. 

March  10,  1783. 

1783.  — Chapter  51. 

[January  Session,  ch.  18.] 

ChaV     51  ^^  ^^^  ^^  ADDITION  TO  AN  ACT  PASSED  THE  EIGHTH  DAY  OF 
^  *  NOVEMBER,  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY- 

TWO,    LAYING   AN   EXCISE    ON    CERTAIN  ARTICLES    THEREIN 
MENTIONED. 

Preamble.  Whercas  no  Provision  is  made  in  the  said  Act  for  the 

speedy  Appointment  of  a  Collector  of  Excise,  in  Case  a 
Vacancy  shall  happen  in  the  Recess  of  the  General  Court: 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  Authority 
Death^&c  of     ^   ^^^^  Same,  That   in  Case  of  the  Death,  Resignation, 
Persons  Removal  out  of  the  State,  or  otherwise,  or  No.n-accept- 

lectors.  ance  of  any  Person  appointed,  or  that  shall  be  appointed 

Collector  of  Excise,  in  any  of  the  Counties  in  this  Com- 
monwealth, in  the  Recess  of  the  General  Court,  or  at  so 
late  a  Period  in  any  Session  of  the  same  Court,  that  the 
Vacancy  occasioned  in  any  Manner  as  aforesaid  shall  not 
The  Governor    \^q  suppHcd  iu  the  samc   Scssiou  thereof,  the  Governor, 

with  the  Advice        .ii  »i-  pi         r^  -i        ini  ii  i 

of  Council         With  the  Advice  or  the  Council,  shall  be,  and   hereby  is 
appcTint!'^^  authorized,   and    empowered    to    appoint    a   Collector  of 

Excise  for  the  County  where  such  Vacancy  shall  happen  ; 
which  Collector,  being  qualified  as  in  the  said  Act  is 
directed,  shall  continue  in  Office,  and  be  vested  with  all 
the  Powers  and  Privileges  appertaining  thereto,  until  the 
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said  Collector  shall  be  confirmed  in  his  OiEce,  or  another 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  General  Court  in  his  Stead. 
And  any  Collector  appointed  or  chosen  as  aforesaid ;  Collectors  im. 
and  also  any  Collector  who  hath  been,  or  shall  be  demand!''* 
appointed  or  chosen  in  the  Room  of  any  other  Collector 
removed  or  deceased,  shall  be,  and  hereby  is  empowered 
and  authorized  to  demand  and  receive  of  the  Executors  and 
Administrators  of  an}^  Collector  who  may  be  deceased  or 
removed,  and  of  the  Deputies  of  the  same,  all  official 
Bonds,  Notes,  Accounts,  and  other  Papers,  and  give 
proper  Discharges  for  the  same,  and  to  commence  and 
prosecute  an  Action  in  his  own  Xame,  upon  any  Bond  or 
other  Security  given  to  his  Predecessor  in  Office,  in  the 
Capacity  of  Collector  of  Excise  ;  and  to  demand,  prose- 
cute, sue  for,  recover  and  receive,  any  Duties  that  were 
due  or  Penalties  incurred  before  his  Appointment  to  the 
said  Office  ;  and  to  do  and  perform  all  Matters  and  Things 
whatever,  which  his  said  Predecessor  could  have  done, 
had  he  continued  in  Office. 

And  be  it  enacted  by  the  Author iiy  aforesaid,  That  the 
Master  of  any  Vessel  or  Float,  is  hereby  prohibited  from  Masters  of  ves- 
taking  on  board  such  Vessel  or  Float,  to  transport  from  in  the  Tranlpor. 
one  Port  to  another  within  this  Commonwealth,  any  dutied  Articie^s^untu^'^ 
Articles,  until  he  shall  have  received  a  Certificate  from 
the  Collector  of  Excise  for  the  County  where   he   shall 
receive  the  said  dutied  Articles,  or  his  Deputy,  specify- 
ing that  the  Duty  is  paid,  or  that  Security  is  given  for 
the  Payment  thereof,  on  those  identical  dutied  Articles 
(naming  them)   which  he   has    received   on  board    such 
Vessel  or  Float :  And  all  dutied  Articles,  brought  from  Dutied  Articles 
one  Port  to  another  within  this  State,  in  any  such  Ves-  one"port toTn- 
sel  or  Float,  and  for  which  the  Master  thereof  does  not  °euheMasSf 
produce,  *on  his  Arrival  in  such  Countv  or  Port,  a  Cer-  which  does  not 

I  '  1         >^      1  »        ^  produce  a  cer- 

tificate   as   aforesaid,  to  the  Collector  of  the  County,  or  tificatetobefor- 

Naval  Officer  of  the  Port  or  the  Deput}'  of  either  of 
them,  shall  be  forfeited  ;  and  the  Master  of  such  Vessel 
or  Float,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  Fine  equal  to  the  Value 
of  the  Goods  forfeited,  to  be  sued  for  and  recovered  in 
any  Court  proper  to  try  the  same. 

And  iDhereas  it  is  found  to  be  very  inconvenient  for  the 
Conductors  of  the  dutied  Articles  brought  into  this  State 
by  Land,  to  lodge  an  Invoice  thereof  with  a  Town  Clerk, 
or  with  a  Selectman,  on  their  first  Entrance  into  this  State, 
and  to  agree  on  the  Value  of  the  Goods  in  order  to  ascer- 
tain the  Duty,  and  give    Security  for  the  same:     And 
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Proviso. 


ivhereas  a  long  Detention  and  much  Trouble  and  Ex])ence 
is  often  incwred  thereby :     For  the  Remedy  thereof, 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid,  That  every 
Conductors  to     Conductor  of  dutied  Articles  brouo^ht  into  this  State  by 

proceed  unmo-  G  J 

Jested, proviso.  Land,  shall  proceed  unmolested  to  the  Place  where  he  is 
to  deliver  the  said  dutied  Articles,  provided  he  shall 
have  made  Oath  before  a  Magistrate  of  the  State  from 
whence  he  shall  bring  the  same,  or  before  a  Magistrate  in 
this  State  on  his  first  Entrance  into  it  with  the  said  dutied 
Articles,  that  he  will  not  deliver  the  same,  or  any  Part 
thereof,  to  the  Owner  or  Consignee,  or  any  other  Person, 
until  he' shall  have  lodged  a  Manifest  or  Invoice,  in  Writ- 
ing, with  the  Collector  or  his  Deputy,  for  the  County 
where  the  said  Articles  are  to  be  delivered,  and  obtained 
his  Permission  for  the  Delivery  thereof.  And  every 
Conductor  of  such  dutied  Goods  producing  a  Certificate 
from  a  Magistrate  as  aforesaid,  specifying  such  Oath, 
shall  pass  unmolested  to  the  Place  mentioned  in  such 
Certificate  ;  any  Law  heretofore  made  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Provided  nevertheless,  That  every  Conductor  of  dutied 
Goods,  who  shall  not  comply  with  this  Act,  shall  be  sub- 
jected to  the  Requirements  of  the  Act,  in  Addition  to 
which  this  Act  is  made,  and  suffer  the  Penalties  thereof 
in  Case  of  Failure  ;  any  Thing  herein  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

And  whereas  every  Evasion  of  tlie  Duties  imposed  by 
the  said  Act,  must  operate  injuriously  to  the  fair  Trader, 
as  well  as  the  public  Revenue: 

Therefore  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  afore- 
said, That  the  Collectors  of  Excise  and  Naval  Officers, 
and  their  respective  Deputies,  or  either  of  them,  be,  and 
they  hereby  are  individually  authorised  and  empowered  to 
seize  any  dutied  Liquors  and  Teas,  whenever  imported, 
and  any  other  dutied  Articles  imported  since  the  tenth 
Day  of  December  last,  that  shall  be  sold  or  offered  for 
Sale,  or  that  shall  be  found  on  board  any  Vessel  or  Float, 
(except  on  board  the  Vessel  or  Float  in  which  the  said 
dutied  Articles  were  brought  into  this  State)  or  that  shall 
be  found  on  any  Land  Conveyance,  or  in  any  Store,  Build- 
ing or  other  Place  Avhatever,  before  the  Duty  shall  be 
paid,  or  Security  given  to  the  Collector  or  his  Deputy 
for  the  Payment  thereof,  agreeable  to  Law.  And  when- 
ever any  dutied  Articles  shall  be  seized  as  aforesaid,  if 
the  Claimer  or  Claimers   shall   not    make    it  appear    on 


Collectors  & 
Naval  Officers 
empowered  — 


1782.  —  Chapter  51.  131 

Trial  that  the  Duty  was  paid,  or  Security  given  as  afore- 
said, for  the  Payment  thereof,  before  the  Seizure  was 
made  as  aforesaid,  the  said  Goods  shall  be  adjudged  to  be 
forfeited. 

And  be  if  further  enacted,  That  when  any  Person  shall  Persons  to  give 
give  Information  on  Oath,  and   shall    lodge  the  same,  in  Oath. 
Writing,  with  the  Collector  or  Naval  Officer,  or  either  of 
their  respective  Deputies,  that  he  has  just  Cause  to  sus- 
pect that  dutied  Goods  have  been  taken  out  of  any  par- 
ticular Vessel  or  Float,  contrary  to  Law,  and  put  into 
any  other  particular  Vessel  or  Float,  Store,  Building  or 
Place  whatever,  such  Collector,  Naval  Officer,  or  Deputy, 
is  hereby  authorised  to  enter,  with  proper  Assistance,  in 
the  Day  Time,  into  such  Vessel  or  Float,  Store,  Building, 
or  Place  (Dwelling  Houses  excepted)  and  there  to  search 
for  the  said  Goods  ;  and  if  he  shall  find  any  dutied  Goods  ^nd  in  case. 
in  such  Search,  to  seize  and  secure  the  same  for  Trial ; 
and  the  dutied  Goods  seized  and  secured   as   aforesaid, 
shall  be  adjudged  forfeited,  except  those  identical  Goods 
which,   on   Trial,  shall   be  proved  Avere   not  taken   from 
such  Vessel  or  Float,  Store,  Building  or  Place,  in  the 
]\Ianner  specified  in  the  said  Information.     And  any  Per-  to  receive 
son  giving  Information  as  aforesaid,  shall,  on  the  Con-  condemnation. 
demnation  of  the  Goods,  receive  Twenty-five  per  Cent,  of 
the  net  Proceeds.    The  Collector,  Naval  Officer  or  Deputy,  collectors,  &c. 

,.  .lo'  111  •  m  ,/»  y-v.     making  Seizure 

making  the  Seizure,  shall  receive   Iwenty-jive  per  Vent,  to  receive 
and  the  Remainder  shall  be  paid  into  the  public  Treas-  "^^^^"^ 
uiy,  and  he  applied  solely  for  the  Purposes  prescribed  in 
the  said  Act. 

Provided  nevertheless,  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  Authority  Proviso. 
aforesaid,  That' when  any  Person  shall  have  just  Cause  to 
suspect  that  dutied  Goods  have  been  brought  into  this 
Commonwealth,  and  put  into  any  Dwelling  House,  the 
Duties  thereon  not  being  paid,  or  Security  not  being 
given  for  the  Payment  thereof,  and  give  satisfactory 
Information  thereof,  on  Oath,  to  any  Justice  of  the  Peace 
of  the  same  County,  such  .Justice  may,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorised,  to  issue  his  Warrant,  directed  to  the  Collector 
of  Excise  of  the  same  Countj'',  or  either  of  his  Deputies, 
therein  especially  named,  commanding  him  to  take  with 
him  the  Sheriff  of  the  County,  or  either  of  his  Deputies, 
or  any  Constable  of  the  Town  where  such  House  is,  and 
in  the  Day  Time,  to  enter  such  Dwelling  House,  and  there 
to  search  for  said  Goods  ;  and  if  he  shall  find  any  dutied 
Goods  in  such  Search,  to  seize  and  secure  the  same  for 
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Trial ;  and  the  like  Forfeitures  shall  be  adjudged,  and 
Proceedings  thereon  had,  as  aforesaid.  And  the  said 
Sheriff  or  his  Deputy,  or  Constable,  is  hereby  authorised 
and  required,  to  aid  and  assist  the  said  Collector  or  his 
Deputy  in  making  such  Search,  and  to  take  with  him 
proper  Assistance. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  all  Goods  which  may 
at  any  Time  be  seized  within  either  of  the  Counties  of 
Hamj:) shire,  Worcester  or  Berkshire,  on  Suspicion  of  being 
British  Goods  illegally  imported,  or  that  shall  be  seized 
on  Account  of  the  Duties  not  being  paid,  or  Security  not 
being  given  for  the  Payment  thereof,  shall  be  libelled 
before  the  Justices  of  the  Courts  of  General  Sessions  of 
the  Peace  for  and  within  the  said  Counties  respectively  : 
And  the  Causes  shall  be  tried  by  a  Jury  of  the  said 
Counties  respectively  ;  and  an  Appeal  shall  be  allowed 
to  the  Libellant  or  Chiimant,  from  the  Judgment  of  any 
of  the  said  Courts  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  to 
the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  as  in  other  Cases  ;  any  Law 
or  Usage  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  whereas  Doubts  have  arisen  whether  any  Duty  or 
Excise  is  payable  on  clayed,  powdered  and  othf^r  Sugars, 
not  particularly  mentioned  in  the  said  Act: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid,  That 
the  same  Duty  or  Excise,  shall  be  paid  on  all  Kinds  of 
Sugars,  not  particularly  enumerated  in  the  said  Act,  as  is 
therein  directed  and  required  to  be  paid  on  Brown  Sugars, 
Loaf  Sugar,  and  Sugar  the  Produce  of  this  Common- 
wealth only  excepted. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid. 
That  every  Kind  of  Cutlery  Ware  is  to  be  understood  as 
included  in  wrought  Iron  and  Steel  Ware,  mentioned  in 
the  said  Act. 

And  be  it  enacted.  That  the  Collectors  of  Excise  l)e, 
and  they  are  hereby  empowered  to  appoint  Deputies  for 
the  Purpose  of  receiving  Information,  making  Searches 
and  Seizures,  and  for  libelling  the  Goods  seized,  and 
prosecuting  the  same  to  linal  Judgment,  without  applying 
to  the  Governor  and  Council  for  their  Approbation  ;  any 
Law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  all  Actions  brought 
against  any  Naval  Officer  or  Collector  of  Excise,  or  any 
Deputy  of  either  of  them,  or  any  other  Person  acting 
under  their  Direction,  in  the  Execution  of  their  respective 
Offices,  the  Defendant  or  Defendants  ma}^  plead  the  Gen- 
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eral  issue,   and  give    any   special    Matters    in    Evidence 
under  the  same. 

And  ichereas  Utere  is  contained  in  a  certain  Paragraph 
of  the  said  Act,  the  following  Clause:  —  "  Provided  never- 
theless, TJtat  ivJien  any  Goods  shall  have  been  seized  on 
Account  of  the  Conductor  thereof  having  neglected  to  give 
in  a  Manifest  of  the  Pachages  containing  such  Goods,  on 
his  first  Arrival  into  this  State  by  Land,  or  to  give  Secu- 
rity for  the  Payment  of  the  Duties  on  all  dutied  Articles 
therein  contained,  as  is  hereinbefore  required,  if  such 
Conductor  shall  declare,  on  Oath,  that  he  knew  nothing  of 
this  Act,  and  shall  readily,  when  required  give  in  such 
Man  f  est,  and  Security  for  the  Payment  of  the  Duties  on 
all  the  dutied  Articles  ivhich  may  be  found  in  those  Pack- 
ages; that  then,  and  in  every  such  Case,  the  Goods  so 
seized,  shall  not  be  subject  to  forfeiture;  but  they  shall  be 
again  restored  to  such  Conductor,  and  he  be  perinitted  to 
depart  therewith."  And  it  is  found  inexpedient  that  the 
Provision  made  in  the  said  Clause  should  be  any  longer 
continued: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid.  That 
the  said  Clause  be  and  hereby  is,  repealed  and  rendered  Clause  repealed. 
null  and  void.  March  10,  1783. 

1783.— Chapter  52. 

[January  Session,  eh.  19.] 

AN    ACT    FOR    ERECTING    CERTAIN     LANDS,   HEREAFTER    DE-    pi,^.^     ro 
SCRIBED,   INTO   A  TOWN,    BY  THE   NAME  OF   MJDDLEFIELD ;   ^'"*P-  ^^^ 
AND   ANNEXING  THE   WHOLE    TO    THE    COUNTY    OF    HAMP- 
SHIRE. 

Whereas  the  Inhabitants  of  the  South-ioest  Corner  of  Preamble. 
Worthington,  in  the  CoHn/y  q/"  Hampshire,  and  the  North- 
west Corner  of  Murray  field,  {now  Chester)  in  the  said 
County,  and  the  JSForth-east  Corner  of  Becket,  the  South 
Side  of  Patridgefield,  a  Part  q/"  Washington,  and  the  In- 
habitants of  FyqscoWs  Grant,  (so  called)  all  in  the  County 
of  Berkshire,  have  represented  to  this  Court  the  great 
Difficulties  and  Inconveniences  they  labour  under  in  their 
present  Situation;  and  have  requested  that  they  may  be 
incoiporated  into  a  Toion :  • 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
Authority  of  the  same.  That  the  said  South-west  Corner  Boundaries. 
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of  Wbrthington,  in  the  County  of  Hampshire,  and  North- 
west Corner  of  Chester,  in  the  same  County,  and  the 
North-east  Corner  of  Becket,  the  Soutli  Side  of  Patridge- 
field,  a  Part  of  Washington,  and  the  hinds  called  Pres- 
cott's  Grants,  all  in  the  County  oi  Berkshire,  and  bounded 
as  follows,  viz.  Beginning  at  an  Hemlock  Tree,  standing 
on  the  River  in  Becket,  directly  South  from  the  South- 
west Corner  of  the  said  Prescott^s  Grants  ;  thence  running 
North  one  Thousand  Rods,  to  a  Beach  Tree  ;  then  North 
twelve  Degrees  East  to  the  North  Side  of  the  first  Square 
in  Patridgejield,  to  a  Stake  and  Stones  ;  thence  South 
seventy  Degrees  East  nine  Hundred  Rods  to  a  Stake  and 
Stones  ;  thence  North  one  Hundred  and  forty  Rods  ;  then 
East  six  Hundred  Rods  to  the  River  at  an  Hemlock  Tree, 
a  West  Point  from  Worthing t07i  Meeting-House  ;  thence 
down  the  said  River  to  the  Place  where  the  same  crosses 
Worthington  South  Line,  at  an  Heartbeam  Tree  ;  thence 
West  thirty-five  Degrees  South,  nine  Hundred  and  forty 
Rods  to  the  Place  where  the  said  River  crosses  Becket 
East  Line  ;  thence  up  the  said  River  to  the  first  mentioned 
Bound,  with  the  Inhabitants  thereon,  be,  and  hereby  are 
incorporated  into  a  Town,  l)y  the  Name  of  Middlefield. 
And  that  the  said  Town  be,  and  hereby  is  vested  with  all 
the  Powers,  Privileges  and  Immunities  which  the  Towns 
within  this  Commonwealth  do  or  may  enjoy,  by  the  Con- 
stitution or  Laws  of  the  same  ;  and  the  Whole  of  the  said 
Town  of  Middlefield  shall  forever  hereafter  be  considered 
as  a  Part  of  the  County  of  Hampshire. 

Jf  °  fo'c^aiuhe      ^^^^  ^^  *^  further  enacted.  That  John  Kirkland,  Esq  ; 

let  Meeting.  l)e,  and  hc  is  hereby  empowered  to  issue  his  Warrant  to 
some  principal  Inhabitant  within  the  said  Town  of  Mid- 
dlefield, requiring  him  to  warn  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said 
Town  qualified  to  vote  in  Town  Affairs,  to  assemble  at 
some  suitable  Time  and  Place  within  the  said  Town,  for 
the  Purpose  of  choosing  such  Officers  as  are  necessary  to 
manage  the  Affairs  of  the  said  Town. 

Proviso.  Provided  nevertheless.  That  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said 

Town  of  Middlefield  shall  pay  their  proportionable  Part 
of  such  Town,  County,  State  and  other  Taxes  as  are 
already  assessed  on  them  by  the  respective  Towns  to 
which  they  have  belonged,  and  of  all  public  Debts  and 
Duties  which  may  be  due  and  owing  from  the  said  Town, 
until  a  Tax  shall  be  laid  by  the  General  Court  upon  the 
said  Town  hereby  incorporated.  March  12,  1783. 
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1783.  — Chapter  53. 

[Jauiiary  Session,  ch.  20.] 

AN   ACT   FOR  GRANTING   SPECIAL    POWERS    TO    CERTAIN    COM-   HLfj,^     K'X 
MISSIONERS    OE   THE    UNITED    STATES,    IN    CERTAIN    CASES;    ^'"*i^*  ^^ 
AND  TO  ENABLE  THE   UNITED    STATES  TO  RECOVER    DEBTS 
AND  EFFECTS  BELONGING  TO  THE   SAID   UNITED    STATES. 

Whereas  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  in  Preamble. 
tJieir  llesolulion  of  the  Tiventieih  of  Fehrunry,  One  Thou- 
sand 'Seve)i  Hundred  and  Eighty  two,  have  provided,  that 
a  Commissioner  shall  be  appointed  in  the  Manner  therein 
described,  luitJi  full  Poicer  and  Authority  finally  to  settle 
the  Accounts  between  this  State,  or  any  of  the  Subjects 
thereof,  and  the  United  States;  and  have  recommended  to 
the  Lerjislatnre  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  authorize  and 
empower  the  said  Commissioner  for  certain  Purposes 
tlierein  mentioned : 

Therefore  be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
Authority  of  the  same.  That  the  Commissioner  who  shall  ^.^^  ^T^!^"..,? 

,'J     ^  '  .  sioner  appointed 

be  api^ointed  ao-reeable  to  the  Resolution  of  Consfress  of  to  settle  & 

o  o  adiust  the 

the  Twentieth  of  February,  One  Thousand  Seven  Ilun-  Accouuts  of 
dred  and  Eighty-two,  to  settle  and  adjust  the  Accounts  wealth "o'^ite 
l)et\veen  the  United  States  and  this   Commonwealth,  or  perTons'^v^o 
anv  of  the  Subiects  thereof,  shall  be,  and  he  hereby  is  cangiveinfor- 

•^  .)  '^  '  J  mation  respect- 

authorized  and  empowered,  in  every  Case  where  Doubt  jng  saw  <ic- 
shall  arise  respecting  the  Truth  of  such  Accounts,  to  cite 
before    him,    by    Summons    under   his    Hand    and    Seal, 
directed  to  the  Sheriff  of  the  County,  his  Deputy,  or  any 
Constable  of  the  Town  where  such  Witness  may  reside, 
such  Person  or  Persons  as  may  appear  likely  or  qualified 
to  oive  Information  concernins:  the  said  Accounts,  and  him 
or  them  to  examine  upon   Oath  or  AfiBrmation   (as   the  to  be  examined 
Case  may  be)  touching  the  same;  which  Oath  or  Affir- "''"" 
mation,  the  said  Commissioner  is  hereby  empowered  to  commissioner 
administer ;  and  the  Sheriff,  or  his  Deputy,  or  the  Con-  adrnfuTsTe'r^'the 
stable,  shall  be,  and  hereby  are  respectively  empowered  «'*™^- 

,        '  .        ,       '  i.  1        O  -Al   •  +1      •      Sheriffs  to  ex- 

and    required    to    execute    sucli    Summons    witliin    tfieir  ecute— 
respective  Districts,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the 
same  Fees  as  are  by  Law  established  for  like  Services  ; 
and  each  AVitness  shall  also  receive  the  Fees  and  Allow-  Fees  by  whom 
ance  established  by  Law  in  like  Cases,  to  be  paid  by  the  ^'" 
Party  for  the  Validation  of  whose  Accounts  the  said  Wit- 
ness is  necessarily  called. 

And  whereas  by  a  Resolution  of  the    United  States  in 
Congress  assembled,  passed  the  Twenty  seventh  of  Febru- 
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Same  Powers 
vested  in  the 
Commissioner 
to  be  given  to 
each  of  the  five 
Commissioners. 


United  states  to 
commence  any 
Action  for  the 
recovery  of 
Debts. 


Proviso. 


aiy,  One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Eighty-two,  five 
Commissioners  are  or  7nay  be  appointed  under  the  Direc- 
tion of  tlie  Superintendent  of  Finance  for  the  Settlement 
of  Accounts  in  the  several  Departments  of  the  Quarter 
Master,  Commissary,  Hospital,  Cloathier  and  Marine: 
And  ivhereas  it  is  necessary  that  the  Commissioners  who 
are  or  may  he  so  appointed,  be  empov:ered  to  call  Witnesses 
and  examine  them,  touching  such  Accounts  as  are  to  them 
respectively  assigned  for  Settlement : 

Therefore,  be  it  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid.  That 
all  the  Powers  and  Authorities  which  by  this  Act  are  given 
to  the  Commissioner  for  settling  and  adjusting  Accounts 
between  the  United  States  and  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  they  hereby  are  given  to  each  of  the  said  five  Com- 
missioners respectivelj',  to  be  by  them  used  and  exercised 
in  the  same  Manner  as  they  are  or  may  be  used  or  exer- 
cised by  the  aforesaid  Commissioner  in  like  Cases. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  United  States,  by  the  Name  of,  The  United 
States  of  America,  shall  be,  and  hereby  are  fully  author- 
ized and  empowered  to  commence  and  prosecute  to  final 
Judgment  and  Execution,  in  any  Court  within  this  Com- 
monwealth proper  to  try  the  same,  any  Action  proper  for 
the  Recovery  of  any  Debts,  Dues,  or  Efi'ects,  belonging 
to  the  said  United  States,  of  or  from  any  Individual  or 
Individuals  in  the  said  Commonwealth  ;  and  may  appear 
by  their  Commissioner,  to  whose  Department  the  Cause 
of  Action  may  pertain,  or  by  any  Attorney  duly  appointed 
by  such  Commissioner ;  and  shall  have  all  the  Privileges 
touching  such  Actions  as  any  natural  Person  or  Subject 
of  this  Commonwealth  might  have.  Provided  ahoays. 
That  Depositions  shall  and  may  be  used  in  all  Cases 
referred  to  in  this  Act,  in  the  Manner  they  are  or  may  be 
used  on  like  Occasions  in  Civil  Causes. 

March  12,  1783. 
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[January  Session,  ch.  21.] 

ChaV'  54  ^■^    ^^^   ^^   ADDITION    TO   AN   ACT,    ENTITLED,    "  AN    ACT    FOR 
-^  *  "^  APPREHENDING  AND  SECURING  DESERTERS  FROM  THE  CON- 

TINENTAL ARMY,  AND  FROM  THE  FLEETS  AND  ARMIES  OF 
OUR  ALLIES;  AND  FOR  REPEALING  ALL  ACTS  HERETOFORE 
MADE  AND  PASSED  FOR  THAT  PURPOSE." 

Preamble.  Whereas  in  and  by  the  aforesaid.   Act  no  Encourage- 

ment is  given  to  such  Militia  Officers,  Selectmen  or  Com- 
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mitleen,  as  shall  apprehend  and  secure  Deserters  from  the 
Continental  Army ,  other  than  the  Pay  me)  it  of  their  reason- 
able Expences: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
Authority  of  the  same.  That  any  Militia  Officers,   Select-  Deserters 

,  ,  ,       appreneDuecl  bv 

men,  or  Committees  of  auy  Town  or  Plantation,  within  Miiiua officers, 
this    Commonwealth,  where    no    Militia    Officer   is,   who  *^  *^' 
shall  apprehend  and  secure  any  Deserter  from  the  Conti- 
nental Army,  and  make  Return  thereof  as  in  the  said  Act 
is  provided,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  out  of  the  Public 
Treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  the  Sum  of  Six  Pounds,  Bounty. 
in  Addition  to  the  Payment  of  their  reasonable  Expences, 
for  each  Deserter  by  them  apprehended  and  secured,  as  in 
the  aforesaid  Act  is  required. 

And  whereas  it  often  happens  that  Soldiers  inlisted  to 
serve  in  the  Continental  Army,  and  mustered  by  some 
Muster  Master  icithin  this  Commonwealth,  desert  from 
the  Service  before  they  a'rrive  in  Camp,,  and  are  placed 
in  any  Regiment  or  Company : 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid,  That 
there  shall  be   paid  out  of  the  Public  Treasury  to  such  Deserters 

,  r^  ,  ''  apprehendca 

Muitia  Officers,  Selectmen,  and  Committees  as  aforesaid,  before  their 
and  other   Person  or   Persons,    as  shall   apprehend   and  camp— the 
secure  vSoldiers,  who  have,  or  shall  have  inlisted  and  been  auowed!""'^ 
mustered,    to    serve   in  the    Continental   Army  for   any 
Town  or  Class  within  this  Commonwealth,  and  deserted 
from    the    Service    before   their    Arrival    in    Camp,    the 
same  Bounty  and  Payment  of  reasonable  Expences,  for 
each  such  Deserter  by  them  apprehended  and  secured,  as 
for  those  who  desert  after  their  Arrival  in  Camp  ;  which 
Sums,  so  paid,  shall  be  charged  to  the  United  States,  and 
an  Account  thereof  transmitted  by  the  Secretary  of  this 
Commonwealth,  to  the   Secretary  at  War,  in  order  that 
the  same    may  be    deducted  out    of  the  Wages  of  such 
Deserters. 

And  whereas  it  likewise  happens,  that  Persons,  icho 
have  inlisted  and  received  Monies  of  Committees  of  Toivns, 
Heads  of  Classes,  and  Persons  appointed  by  Classes  to 
procure  Soldiers,  abscond  or  refuse  to  be  mustered: 

Be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid.  That 
whenever  any  Person  shall  inlist  to  serve  as  a  Soldier,  for  Persons  iniuted 

m  /•    rri'  /•  rri  yn  'il   •       aI  *      and  receive  a 

any    1  erm    or    lune,  tor  any    lown   or   Class  witlim  tnis  Reward  there- 
Commonwealth,  and  shall   receive  a  Reward  therefor,  of  ^^g-gon^. 
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In  such  Cases 


any  Committee  of  a  Town  or  Plantation,  Head  of  a  Class, 
or  Person  or  Persons  appointed  by  any  Class  to  procure 
Soldiers,  and  shall,  after  having  so  inlisted  and  received  a 
Reward,  abscond  or  refuse  to  be  mustered,  it  shall  be 
lawful,  in  every  such  Case,  for  an}^  Justice  of  the  Peace 
within  the  County  where  such  inlisted  Person  is  suspected 
to  be,  upon  the  Application,  in  Writing,  supported  by 
the  Oath  of  any  Committee,  Head  of  a  Class,  or  Person 
or  Persons  appointed  by  any  Class  to  procure  Soldiers  as 
aforesaid,  of  whom  such  inlisted  Person  received  the 
Reward,  to  issue  his  Warrant,  directed  to  the  Sheriff  of 
the  said  County,  his  Under  Sheriff  or  Deputy,  or  some 
Constable  of  the  Town  where  such  inlisted  Person  is  sus- 
pected to  be,  authorizing  and  requiring  such  Sheriff, 
Under  Sheriff  or  Deputy,  or  Constable,  to  apprehend 
such  inlisted  Person,  and  him  convene  before  some 
Justice  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  the  same  County,  to  be 
examined  and  tried  relating  to  the  Matters  alleged  against 
him  :  And  if  upon  Trial,  it  shall  appear  to  the  Justice  that 
such  apprehended  Person  did  inlist  and  receive  a  Reward 
as  aforesaid,  the  said  Justice  shall  then,  by  Warrant 
under  his  Hand  and  Seal,  direct  and  require  some  proper 
Officer  to  convey  such  inlisted  Person  to  some  Muster 
Master,  to  be  mustered. 

And  ivJiei'eas  it  is  necessary  that  Provision  should  he 

made  for  aj)prehending  Marines  and  Mariners  that  may 

desert  from  Ships   or    Vessels  of  War  belonging  to  this 

Commommalth  : 

Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  afore- 

Boiiiities  given    suid.  That  the  same  Bounties  shall  be  2:iven,  and  the  same 

to  Mlhlia  Offi-  T-i  T.T  ^^T•^•    •         /^n^ 

cersforappre-    I'ayments  made,  and  m  the  same  Manner,  to  Militia  Ofii- 
siarinels.  ccrs,  Selectmen,  Committees  of  Towns  and   Plantations 

within  this  Commonwealth,  and  to  all  other  Persons  who 
shall  apprehend  and  secure  Marines  or  Mariners,  who  shall 
desert  from  any  Ship  or  Vessel  of  War  belonging  to  this 
Commonwealth,  as  by  this  and  the  aforesaid  Act  are  given 
and  made  for  apprehending  and  securing  Deserters  from 
the  Continental  Army.  And  all  Persons  who  shall  har- 
bour or  conceal  any  Marine  or  Mariner,  who  shall  desert 
as  aforesaid,  or  who  shall  desert  from  any  Ship  or  Vessel 
of  War  in  the  Service  of  the  United  States.  And  all 
Commanders  of  private  Vessels,  who  shall  inlist  or  carry 
off  any  such  Marine  or  Mariner,  shall  be  liable  to  all  the 
Penalties  to  which,  by  the  aforesaid  Act,  they  are  sub- 
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jected  for  harbouring,  concealing,  or  carrying  oft'  any 
Soldier  ^vho  shall  desert  from  the  Continental  Army  ;  to 
be  recovered  in  the  same  Way  and  JNIanner  as  such  Penal- 
ties, by  the  aforesaid  Act,  are  recoverable. 

March  12,  1783. 

1783.  — Chapter  55, 

[January  Session,  ch.  22.] 

AN  ACT  TROVIDING  FOR  THE  PAYMENT  OF  COSTS  IN  CRIMINAL   Cliaj).  55 

SUITS.  ^  ' 

Whereas  Witnesses  and  others  necessarily  concerned  in  preamble. 
tJie  Prosecution  of  criminal  Offenders,  are  equitably 
entitled  to  a  reasonable  Consideration  for  their  Time  and 
Expences  iqjon  such  Occasions,  as  well  ivhen  the  Party  or 
Parties  cJiarged  shall  be  acquitted,  as  convicted;  and  no 
Provision  being  made  by  Law  in  such  Cases  : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
Authority  of  the  same,  'I  hat  in  all  criminal  Prosecutions  when  Parties 
in  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  and  in  the  Courts  of  be°ordered  to "" 
General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  when  the  Party  or  Parties  g'a^o^rhen 
prosecuted,  shall  be  ordered  to  go  without  Day,  or  when  convict. 
lieing  convict  shall  not  have  sufficient  Goods  or  Estate  to 
pay  Costs  of  Prosecution  ;  in  every  such  Case,  it  shall  be  in  such  cases. 
in  the  Power  of  the  Court  before  whom  such  Acquittal  or 
Conviction  shall  be,  to  tax  such  Costs  for  Court  Charges, 
as  the  Case  shall  appear  to  require,  not  exceeding  the 
Fees  that  are,  or  by  Law  may  be  stated  ;  and  such  Costs 
so  taxed  by  the  Courts  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace, 
shall  be  paid  out  of  the  respective  County  Treasuries. 
And  such  Costs,  so  taxed  by  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court, 
shall  be 'paid  by  the  Sheriffs  of  the  respective  Counties, 
out  of  such  Fines  and  Forfeitures  as  may  have  arisen  and 
been  incurred  by  Force  of  any  Judgment  or  Sentence  of 
such  Court ;  and  allowance  shall  be  made  by  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  Commonwealth  to  the  several  Sheriffs  for  any 
Sums  paid  as  aforesaid  :  And  when  and  so  often  as  it  shall 
hai)))en  that  any  Sheriff  shall  not  have  in  his  Hands  any 
Monies  received  for  Fines  and  Forfeitures  as  aforesaid, 
such  Costs  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  Public  Treasury,  by 
Warrant  from  the  Governor,  with  Advice  of  Council,  to 
the  Sherift',  or  such  other  Person  as  the  same  Court  shall 
direct. 
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Court  to  tax 
Costs  for  Court 
Charges. 


And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  all  criminal  Prosecu- 
tions in  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  and  in  the  Courts  of 
General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  since  the  Twenty-seventh 
Day  of  J^me  last,  when  the  Party  or  Parties  prosecuted, 
shall  have  been  ordered  to  go  without  Day,  or  when 
having  been  convicted,  shall  not  have  had  suflScient  Goods 
or  Estate  to  ]^ay  Cost  of  Prosecution,  it  shall  be  in  the 
Power  of  the  Court  before  whom  such  Acquittal  or  Con- 
viction shall  have  been,  to  tax  such  Costs  for  Court 
Charges,  as  the  Case  shall  appear  to  require,  not  exceed- 
ing the  Fees  or  Cost  by  Law  established  ;  and  the  Costs 
thus  taxed,  shall  be  paid  in  Manner  as  before  in  this  Act 
is  provided.  ^  March  12,  1783. 


Chap, 


Preamble. 


Copy  of  the 
Records. 


Copy  of  the 
Proceedings  of 
John  Farnum 
&  others. 


1783.  — Chapter  56. 

[January  Session,  eh.  2-t.] 

0g  AN  ACT  FOR  CONFIRMING  THE  RECORDS  OF  THE  PROPRIETORS 
OF  A  PLANTATION  CALLED  BRIDGETOX. 

Whereas  the  Bool'  of  Records  of  the  Proprietors  of  a 
Plantation  colled  Bridgeton,  wherein  icere  recorded  the 
Bounds  of  the  several  Lots  laid  out  therein,  the  JVames  of 
the  Persons  by  whom  they  were  respectively  drawn,  and 
all  public  Votes  and  Transactions  of  said  Proprietors  in 
carrying  forward  the  Settlement  of  said  Plantation ,  on  the 
Night  of  the  second  Day  of  October,  one  Thousand  seven 
Hundred  and  Eighty,  was  consumed  by  Fire,  by  Means 
whereof  qreat  Loss  and  Damage  may  ensue  to  Individuals 
unless  prevented  by  the  Legislature  : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Seriate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives in  General  Court  asse7nbled,  and  by  the 
Authority  of  the  same.  That  the  Copy  of  the  said  Records, 
containing  a  List  or  Schedule  of  the  paiticular  Bounds  of 
the  several  Lots  laid  out  in  said  Plantation,  and  the  Names 
of  the  original  Owners  thereof,  with  the  Numbers  of  the 
Rights  and  Lots  drawn  for  them  respectively,  as  well  as 
for  Hai'vard  College  and  other  public  Uses  ;  which  Copy 
was  accepted  by  the  said  Proprietors,  at  a  legal  Meeting 
notified  for  that  Purpose,  and  held  by  Adjournment,  on 
the  Thirteenth  Day  of  June,  One  Thousand  Seven  Hun- 
dred and  Eighty-one :  And  that  the  Copy  of  the 
Proceedings  of  John  Farnum,  Moody  Bridges,  and 
Benjamin   Stevens,  junior,  a  Committee  of  the  said  Pro- 
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prietors,  to  make  Sale  of  the  Lands  of  delinquent 
Proprietors  ;  and  that  another  Cojiy  of  the  Proceedings 
of  another  Committee  of  the  said  Proprietors,  who  were 
afterwards  appointed  by  them  for  the  Purpose  hist  men> 
tioned,  W'liich  is  signed  by  Reuben  Burnam  and  Enoch 
PerJey,  (both  which  hist  mentioned  Copies  the  before 
named  Conmiittees  have  res])ectively  sworn  to  be  true, 
according  to  their  best  Remembrance,  before  two  Justices 
of  the   l*euce  quorum    unus)   shall    be  received    as  true  to  be  received 

,^        .  I'    ,^      •  •     •        IT-.  1  T  •!•        il  as  true  Copies 

Copies   or  their  original  Kecord,  and  avail   in  the   same  of  their  original 
Manner  as  the  said  Original  might  have  done. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforemid,  That 
a  Declaration  of  certain  Votes  and  Proceedings  of  the  said  feltJ^^n^votes^ 
Proprietors,  which  is  made  in  a  Petition  to  this  Court,  &c.,  of  the  Pro- 

T     1  T^        .  .         TT-      T     IT       T         7       CI  1     TT  7    pnctors  to  be 

Signed  by  Benjamin  Rimball,  Jacob  ^^tevens,  and  Enoch  good  &  valid. 

Perley,  a  Committee  of  the   said  Proprietors,  as  well  as 

the  Copies  beforementioned  (all  which  are  on  File  in  the 

Secretary's   Office)  shall  be  held  to  be  good  and  valid  in 

Law,  to  all  the  Purposes  for  w4iich  the  original  Records 

of  the  said   Proprietors   might  or  would  have  been,  had 

not  the  same  been  burnt.  March  13,  1783. 


1783.  — Chapter  57. 

[January  Session,  ch.  25.] 

AN   ACT   FOR   APPOINTING   THE  TIMES  AND  PLACES  FOR  HOLD-    (Jh(ip-  57 
ING  THE   SUPREME   JUDICIAL  COURT.  ''  ' 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  Aidhority  of 
the  same.  That  from  and  after  the  First  Day  of  January,  Times  and 
One  Thousand    Seven  Hundred    and   Eighty-three,    and  hoidfugsu- 
until  the  General  Court  shall  otherways  order  and  direct,  Pj'a^i^^ourt^!' 
the   Times  and  Places   for   holding    a  Supreme    Judicial 
Court  shall  be  as  follows,  viz. 

At  Boston,  within  and  for  the  County  of  Suffolk,  on 
the  third  Tuesday  of  February,  and  the  last  Tuesday  of 
Aufiust. 

For  the  County  of  ^.s.sex,  at  Ipswich,  on  the  third  Tues- 
day in  June;  at  Salem,  on  the  first  Tuesday  oi  November. 

For  the  County  of  Middlesex,  at  Cambridge,  on  the 
last  Tuesday  of  October ;  and  at  Concord,  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  April. 

For  the  County  of  Hampshire,  at  Northampton,  on  the 
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last  Tuesday  of  April;  and  at  Springfield,  on  the  fourth 
Tuesday  of  Sepiemher. 

For  the  County  of  Plymouth,  at  Plymouth,  on  the 
third  Tuesday  of  May. 

For  the  Counties  of  Barnstable  and  Dukes  County,  at 
Barnstahle,  in  the  County  of  Barnstable,  on  the  Wednes- 
day next  preceding  the  third  Tuesday  of  May. 

For  the  County  oi  Bristol,  at  Taiuiton,  on  the  Tuesday 
preceding  the  hist  Tuesday  of  October. 

For  the  County  of  Yo^k,  at  York,  on  the  fourth  Tues- 
day of  June. 

For  the  County  of  ]Vorcester,  at  Worcester,  on  the 
Tuesday  next  preceding  the  last  Tuesday  of  April,  and 
on  the  third  Tuesday  of  /September. 

For  the  Counties  of  Cumberland  and  Lincoln,  at  Fal- 
mouth,  in  the  County  oi  Cumberland,  on  the  Tuesday  next 
following  the  fourth  Tuesday  of  June. 

For  the  County  of  Berkshire,  at  Great  Barrington,  on 
the  first  Tuesday  in  October  next,  and  no  longer;  and 
after  the  first  Day  of  January,  One  Thousand  seven  Hun- 
dred and  Eighty-four,  at  Lenox,  on  the  first  Tuesday  in 
October. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  Appeals  from  the 
Supreme Judi-    Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  and  from  the 

cial  Court  al  ^^ 

Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  County  oi  Nantucket ;  and  all 
Judgments,  Orders  and  Determinations  of  the  said  Courts, 
for  the  County  of  JSfantucket,  that  may  l)e  removed  by 
Certiorari,  Writ  of  Error,  or  otherways,  into  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court,  shall  be  heard  and  determined  at  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court,  at  Boston,  on  the  last  Tuesday 
of  August. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid. 
That  all  Writs,  Recognizances,  Warrants  and  Complaints, 
and  every  other  Thing  that  should,  or  may  be  returned 
to,  or  entered  at  the  Court  aforesaid,  to  be  holden  at  the 
Times  and  Places  heretofore  appointed  :  And  all  Parties 
and  Persons  that  by  Law  are,  or  may  be  required  or 
directed  to  appear  or  attend  at  the  aforesaid  Times  and 
Places  ;  and  all  Actions,  Suits  and  Matters  that  now  are, 
or  may  be  pending  in  the  same  Court,  shall  be  returned 
to,  entered,  appear  and  attend,  have  Day,  be  tried  and 
determined  in  the  said  (^ourt,  at  the  respective  Times  and 
Places  established  by  this  Act. 

Provided  nevertheless,  and  he  it  enacted,  That  the  Time 


All  Appeals  to 
be  heard  at  the 


Boston. 


WritH,  &c.,  re- 
turnable. 


Proviso. 
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for  the  next  holding  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  in  the 
County  of  Worcesfer,  shall  be  on  the  third  Tuesday  of 
April  next ;  any  Thing  in  this  Act  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. March  14,  1783. 


1783.  — Chapter  58. 

[January  Session,  ch.  26.] 


iSE    OF    SECURING   TO    AUTHORS    THE    (J]n,i^    5g 
ID     BENEFIT    OF    PUBLISHING    THEIR  ^  ' 


AN    ACT   FOR  THE   TURPOSE 
EXCLUSIVE    RIGHT    ANl 
LITERARY   PRODUCTIONS,  FOR  TWENTY-ONE   YEARS. 

Wliereas  the  Improvement  of  linotdedr/e,  the  Tror/ref<f<  Preamble. 
of  Civilization,  the  jmblic  Weed  of  the  Community,  and 
the  Advancement  of  Human  Happiness,  greatly  dejjend  on 
the  J^f arts  of  learned  and  ingenious  Persons  in  the  various 
Arts  and  Sciences:  As  the  principal  Encouragement  such 
Persons  can  have  to  mahe  great  and  beneficial  Exertions 
of  this  Nature,  must  exist  in  the  legal  Security  of  the 
Fruits  of  their  Study  and  Industry  to  themselves ;  anel  as 
such  Security  is  one  ef  the  nafured  Rights  of  all  Men, 
there  being  no  Property  mejre  peculiarly  a  Man's  oicn  than 
that  which  is  produced  by  the  Leibemr  ef  his  Mind  : 

Therefore,  to  encourage  learned  and  ingenious  Persons 
to  write  useful  Books  for  the  Benefit  of  Mankind, 

Be  it  eneicted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representet- 
tives  in  Genercd  Court  assembled,  anel  by  the  Authority  oj 
the  same,  That  all  Books,  Treatises,  and  other  Literary  Rooks,  &o. 
"Works,  having  the  Name  or  Names    of  the    Author  or  ertV°f''   '°^ 
Authors  thereof  printed   and   puljlished  with  the   same,  ^•^'*^°''^- 
shall  be  the  sole  Property  of  the  said  Author  or  Authors, 
being  Subjects  of  the  United   States   of  America,  their 
Heirs  and  Assigns,  for  the  full   and   compleat  Term   of 
Twenty-one  Years,  from  the  Date  of  their  first  Publication. 

Anel  be  it  further  enacteel  by  the  Aidhority  aforesaid, 
That  if  any  Person  or  Persons  shall  print,  re-print,  pub-  P.e';son8  pro- 

,.    ,  ,,      "^  ^    ,  in  1  •     i     1      hibited  print- 

lish,  sell,  or  expose  to  bale,  or  snail  cause  to  be  prmted,  ina, &c.any. 
re-printed,  published,  sold,  or  exposed  to  Sale,  any  Book,  d'u^cuons. 
Treatise,  or  other  Literary  Work,  not  yet  printed,  writ- 
ten   by  any  Subject    of  the    United  States   of  America, 
Avhose  Name,  as  Author,  shall  have  been  thereto  prefixed, 
without    Consent    of   the    Author    or    Authors,   or    their 
Assigns,  during  said  Term,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  Sum  not  Penalty. 
exceeding  Thi-ee  Thousand  Pounds,  nor  less  than  Five 
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Pounds,  to  the  Use  of  such  Author  or  Authors,  or  their 
Assigns  ;  to  l)e  recovered  by  Action  of  Debt  in  any  Court 
Proviso.  of  Record  proper  to  try  the  same.       Provided  always, 

That  every  Author  of  such  Book,  Treatise,  or  other  Lit- 
erary Work,  shall,  in  Order  to  his  holding  such  sole 
Property  in  them,  present  two  printed  Copies  of  each  and 
every  of  them  to  the  Library  of  the  University  at  Cam- 
bridge,  for  the  Use  of  the  said  University  ;  and  prior  to 
his  Recovery  of  the  said  Forfeiture,  or  any  Part  thereof, 
shall  produce,  in  open  Court  where  such  Action  shall  be 
tried,  a  Receipt  of  such  Book,  Treatise,  or  other  Liter- 
ary Work,  from  the  Librarian  of  the  said  University  for 
the  Time  being.  Pi'ovided  also,  That  this  Act  shall  not 
be  construed  to  extend  in  Favor  or  for  the  Benefit  of  any 
Author  or  Authors,  Subject  or  Subjects  of  any  other  of 
the  United  States,  until  the  State  or  States  of  which  such 
Authors  are  Subjects,  shall  have  passed  similar  Laws, 
for  securing  to  Authors  the  exclusive  Right  and  Benefit 
of  publishing  their  Literary  Productions. 

March  17,  1783. 

1783.  — Chapter  59. 

[January  Session,  ch.  27  ] 

Chan.  59  -^.n  act   for  establishing  and  confirming   a  certain 
'  '  instrument,   as  the   last   will  and   testament   of 

nicholas  gardner. 

Preamble.  WJiereas  it  appears  to  (his   Court  that  Nicholas  Gard- 

ner, o/"  Boston,  in  the  County  of  Suffolk,  being  mor^tally 
loounded  by  the  Enemy,  did,  on  the  Thirteenth  Day  of 
June,  in  the  Year  One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and 
Eighty  tioo,  make  and  sign  a  certain  Instrument  in  Writ- 
ing, which  he  intended  for  his  last  Will  and  Testament; 
but  from  the  peculiar  Circumstances  he  was  then  under, 
and  from  want  of  Council  to  advise  him  in  the  Forms  and 
Requisites  by  the  Laws  of  this  Commonwealth  jjrescribed 
for  the  executing  of  Wills  and  Testaments,  the  said 
Nicholas  caused  the  said  Instrument  to  be  witnessed  by 
only  two  Persons:  And  whereas  the  said  Instrument 
appears  to  have  been  agreeable  to  the  Intention  of  the  said 
Nicholas  at  the  Time  of  his  Death,  and  in  all  Respects, 
except  the  Witnessing  of  the  same,  conformable  to  Law  : 

Re  it  therefore  enacted  by  the    Senate   and   House  of 
Representatives  in   General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
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Authority  of  the  same,  That  the  said  Instrument  be,  and  Ga|Ij°ef**^'^°'^* 
hereby  is  established  and  confirmed  as  the  Last  Will  and  confirmed. 
Testament  of  the  said  Nicholas  Gardner,  and  made  valid 
and  binding  upon  all  Persons  concerned  therein  ;  and  the 
Judge  of  Probate  of  Wills,  for  the  County  of  Suffolk,  is 
hereby  directed  to  proceed  thereon  in  the  same  Manner 
as  though  the  same  had  been  executed  accordins;  to  Law  ; 
the  Execution  thereof  being  attested  by  only  two  Witnesses 
notwithstanding.  March  19,  1783. 


1782.  — Chapter  60. 

[January  Session,  ch.  28.] 


AN   ACT  FOR  PREVENTING  THE    UNNECESSARY    DESTRUCTION 
OF  SHAD,  ALEWIVES,   AND   OTHER   FISH,  IN  CATHANCE  AN 


;S  Chcqi.  60 

ABAGADESSET   RIVERS,   IN    THE    TOWN    OF    BOfVDOIXHAM. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in   General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  Authority 
of  the  same.  That  from  and  after  the  first  Day  of  April,  Persons  pro. 
one  Thousand  seven  Hundred  and  Eighty-three,  no  Per-  ingFish." 
son  or  Persons  whatsoever,  shall,  on  any  Pretence,  stretch, 
set  or  draw  any  Seine,  or  Drag-Net,  or  set  up  any  Wares, 
or  other  Fishing  Engines  in  any  Part  of    Cathance  or 
Ahagadesset  Rivers,  within  or  adjoining  to  the  Town  of 
Boicdoinham,  or  use  any  Instrument  for  catching  Fish 
other  than  by  Dip-Nets,  Scoop-Nets,  or  Hooks  and  Lines, 
on  Penalty  of  ten  Pounds  for  each  Offence,  to  be  paid  by  Penalty. 
each  Person   convicted   of  taking   PMsh   in   either  of  the 
Methods  forbidden  Iw  this  Act. 

Provided  nevertheless,  and  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Proviso. 
Authority^  aforesaid.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Town 
of  Bou'doinham,  at  any  Meeting  legally  assembled,  to 
grant  Licence  for  catching  Fish  Avithin  the  said  Town,  and 
in  such  Part  of  the  said  Rivers  on  which  it  bounds,  and 
under  such  Restrictions,  respecting  Time,  Place,  and 
other  Circumstances,  as  at  the  said  Meeting,  shall  be 
judged  necessary  for  the  Public  Good  in  the  due  Preser- 
vation of  the  Fish  aforesaid ;  and  the  Persons  thus 
licenced,  previous  to  the  Catching  of  the  said  Ush  by 
Seines  or  Drag-Nets,  shall  not  be  subjected  to  the  Pen- 
alties aforesaid. 

And  l)e  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid,  Pro^secutions to 
That  all  Prosecutions  for  Breach  of  this  Act  shall  be  by  dictmcnt. 
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Penalties  to 
whom  paid. 


Persons  under 
Age  convicted. 


Parents  or 
Masters  liable  to 
pay  the 
Penalty. 


Limitation. 


Indictment,  in  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace, 
in  the  County  of  Lincoln;  and  the  Penalties  accruing 
thereby,  shall  be  one  Half  to  the  said  Town  of  Boivdoin- 
ham^  and  the  other  Half  to  him  or  them  that  shall  give 
Information  to  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  same. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  hy  the  Authority  aforesaid. 
That  if  any  Person  under  the  Age  of  Twenty-one  Years, 
shall  be  duly  convicted  of  any  Offence  against  this  Act, 
the  Parent  or  Master  of  such  Person,  shall  be  liable  and 
obliged  to  pay  the  Penalty  aforesaid  ;  the  said  Parent  or 
Master  having  due  Notice  of  the  Complaint  before  the 
Trial  thereon. 

This  Act  to  be  in  Force  for  five  Years  from  the  first 
Day  of  April  next  aforesaid,  and  no  longer. 

March  20,  1783. 


Chap. 


1783. -Chapter  61. 

[January  Session,  ch.  29.] 

n^A  AN  ACT  MORE  EFFECTUALLY  TO  ENABLE  CONSTABLES  AND 
COLLECTORS  OF  TAXES  TO  COLLECT  ASSESSMENTS  IN  CER- 
TAIN CASES. 

Preamble.  Wkereas  Towns,  Districts  and  Plantations,  in  certain 

Instances  are  hy  Law  authorized  to  assess  the  Inhabitants 
adjacent  to  such  Toivns,  Districts  and  Plantations,  tlieir 
Proportion  of  the  public  Taxes.  And  ivhereas  Doubts 
have  arisen  and  may  hereafter  arise,  whether  Constables 
and  Collectors  are  by  Law  authorized  to  coinmand  Assist- 
ance ivhen  out  of  the  Limits  of  their  respective  Toionsf 
Therefore, 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  oj  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  Authority 
Constables  &      of  the  samc.  That  when  and  so  often  as  any  Constable  or 
in°g  any°Li8t'o'f    CoUcctor  of  public  Taxcs  shall  have  any  List  of  Assess- 
Assessments.      y^^Q^^\^  to  hiui  Committed,  in  which  List  shall  l)e  named  and 
legally  assessed,  in   any  Sum   or   Sums,  any   Person   or 
I'ersons  not  Inhabitants  of  the  Town,  District  or  Planta- 
tion   to  which    such  Constable   or  Collector  belongs,  in 
In  such  Cases,    cvcry  sucli  Casc  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  such 
Constable  or  Collector  to  require  and  command  any  Per- 
son   or    Persons    within    the    Limits    of  their   respective 
Towns,  Districts  or  Plantations,  to  assist  such  Constable 
or  Collector,  in  the  Collection  of  the  Taxes  assessed  as 
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aforesaid,  on  any  of  the  Inhabitants  of  any  such  adjacent 
Lands,  and  such  Constable  or  Collector  may  and  hereby 
is  also  fully  authorised  to  require  and  command  any  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  aforesaid  Lands  adjacent,  to  assist 
him  in  collecting  any  such  Assessment  as  aforesaid. 

Ajid  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid. 
That  if  any  Person  or  Persons  when  thereto  required,  shall  P'^ifons  rcfug- 
reruse  or  neglect  to  aid  and  assist  any  Constable  or  Col-  Btauesor 
lector  requiring  such   Aid,    he    or   they    so    refusing    or 
neglecting,  shall  be,  and  hereby  are  made  lial)le  to  and 
shall  pa}^  the  same  Penalties  to  be  recovered  and  disposed  Penalty. 
of  in  the  same  Manner  as  by  Law  is  provided  in  Case  of 
refusing  to  assist  Constables  or  Collectors  when  thereto 
required  within  the  Limits  of  their  respective  Towns. 

March  20,  1783. 


Con- 


1783.  — Chapter  62. 

[January  Session,  cb.  30.] 

AN  ACT  TO  EMPOWER  THE  CORPORATION  OF  HARVARD  COLLEGE 
TO  MAKE  A  LEGAL  CONVEYANCE  OF  A  CERTAI^^  LOT  OF  LAND, 
BEING  THE  PROPERTY  OF  THE  SAID  COLLEGE. 


Chap.  62 


Whereas  John  Peabody  has  made  Application  to  the  Preamble. 
Legislature  to  empower  the  Corporation  o/Harvard  College 
to  make  him  a  lawful  Deed  of  certain  Land  belonging  to 
the  said  College;  which  Land,  it  appears,  the  Corporation 
and  Overseers  of  the  said  College,  have  agreed  shall  be 
conveyed  to  the  said  Peabody,  on  certain  Conditions : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives   in    G'-neral    Court    assembled,    and    by   the 
Authority -rf  the  same.  That  the  Corporation  of  Harvard  H°'jP°j;f/coiie^e 
College,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  empowered  to  make  and  to  execute  a 
execute  to  John  Peabody,  his  Heirs  and  Assigns,  a  ii'ood  of  Land  to  j. 
and  lawful  Deed  of  the  Lot  of  Land  Number  Two,  in  the  ^""^°''^- 
Twenty-fourth  Range  in  the  Plantation  called  Bridgeton, 
on   his,   the   said    Peabody^s   performing   the    Conditions 
which  by  the  said  Corporation  and  Overseers  have  been 
required  of  him  ;  and  a  formal  Deed  of  the  said   Lot  of 
Land  that  shall  be  made  and  executed  by  the  President 
and  Fellows  of  Harvard  College,  or  in  such  Manner  as 
they  shall  direct,  shall    be  forever  held  to   be  good  and 
valid  in  Law.  March  20,  1783. 
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Chaj). 


Preamble. 


Law8  enforcing 
the  Regulation 
of  the  Militia 
repealed,  ex- 
cepting— 


Proviso. 


Persons  neg- 
lecting their 
Duty,  to  for- 
feit any  Sum 
affixed  by  the 
Law,  to  such 
Officers. 


How  recovered, 
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[January  Session,  oh.  31.] 

03  AN  ACT  IN  ADDITION  TO  AND  FOR  ALTERING  AND  AMENDING 
AN  ACT,  ENTITLED,  "  AN  ACT  FOR  FORMING  AND  REGULATING 
THE  MILITIA  WITHIN  THE  COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHU- 
SETTS, AND  FOR  REPEALING  ALL  LAWS  HERETOFORE  MADE 
FOR  THAT  PURPOSE." 

Wliereas  it  is  found  uecessary  that  the  Mode  preseribed 
by  the  said  Act  for  the  Recovery  of  Fines  or  Penalties, 
should  be  altered: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
Authority  of  the  same.  That  each  and  every  Paragraph, 
or  Part  or  Clause  of  a  Paragraph,  contained  in  the  said 
Act,  which  directs  the  Manner  in  which  the  Fines  or 
Penalties  incurred  by  any  Person  belonging  to  the  Train- 
Band  or  Alarm  List,  in  Consequence  of  a  Violation  of  the 
said  Act,  shall  be  recovered,  be,  and  hereby  is,  so  far  as 
relating  to  the  Recovery  of  the  said  Fines  and  Penalties, 
repealed,  and  declared  null  and  void,  excepting  such  Fines 
and  Penalties  as  exceed  the  Sum  of  Forty  Shillings. 

Provided  nevertheless,  That  all  Actions  and  Processes 
commenced  and  depending  in  an}^  Court  within  this  Com- 
monwealth upon  or  by  Force  of  the  said  Act,  shall  and 
may  be  sustained  and  prosecuted  to  final  Judgment  and 
Execution. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid, 
That  w^hen  any  Person  belonging  to  the  Train-Band  or 
Alarm  List,  shall  by  Neglect  of  Duty,  by  not  appearing, 
or  by  not  being  duly  equipped  with  Fire  Arms,  and  all 
such  other  Accoutrements  as  the  said  Law  directs,  or  by 
Disobedience  of  Orders,  or  by  Disorder  on  a  Training  or 
Muster  Day,  forfeit  any  Sum  of  Money  set  and  afiixed  by 
the  said  Law  to  such  oflences,  or  either  of  them,  the  same 
shall  be  recovered  in  Manner  tbllowing,  —  that  is  to  say, 
—  The  Clerk  of  the  Company  to  which  such  Oftender 
shall  belong,  shall  within  sixty  Days  after  such  Offence 
be  committed,  make  Complaint  thereof,  and  of  all  Matters 
of  Substance  and  material  Circumstances  attending  the 
same,  to  some  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  the  County  where 
such  Oftender  shall  live,  who  shall  make  a  Record  thereof, 
and  shall  issue  a  Summon  to  the  Party  complained  of  to 
be  served  at  least  seven  Days  before  the  Time  of  Trial, 
in  the  Form  following,  mutatis  mutandis. 
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Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 


[l.sJ  ss.  To  C.  D.  of  in  the  County  Form  of  the 

of,  YOU  are  hereby  notified  to  appear  before  E.    "'^"°°*" 

F.  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  afore- 
said, at  on  at  the  Hour  of  then  and 
there  to  shew  Cause,  if  any  you  have,  why  a  Warrant  of 
Distress  shall  not  issue  against  you  for  {here  insert  the 
Complaint.)     Hereof  fail  not  at  j^our  Peril. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  Seal,  the         Day  of 
17  E.  F.     Justice  of  the  Peace. 

And  when  the  said  Party  shall  by  himself  or  Attorney,  Party's  up. 
appear  accordingly,  he  may  plead  the  General  Issue,  and  thrGTene^aV'"* 
give    any   special  Matter  in   Evidence ;    and  if  the  said  ^**"®~ 
Party  shall  make  Default,  or  if  Judgment  shall  be  given 
against  him,  and  he  shall  neglect  for  four  Days  to  satisfy 
the  same  and  legal  Costs,  then  the  said  Justice  shall  issue 
his  Warrant  of  Distress,  under  his  Hand  and    Seal,   in 
Form  following,  mutatis  mutandis. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

[ls.]  ss.  To  the  Sherift'  of  the  said  County,  Formofa 

or  his  Deputy,  or  any  or  either  of  the  Constables  of  the 
Town  of  within  the  same.  Greeting. 

Whereas  C.  D.  of  upon  the  Day  of 

being  then  a  private  Soldier  in  the  Train-Band,  (as  the 
Case  may  be)   of  the         Company  of  Foot  in  the 
Regiment    of  Militia,  in   the    County  of  was  duly 

notified  to  appear  upon  the  day  of  at 

in  the  Town  of  in  the   County  aforesaid,  with  his 

Arms  and  Accoutrements,  as  directed  by  an  Act  of  the 
General  Court,  entitled,  "  An  Act  -{here  recite  the  Title) 
And  the  said  C.  D.  in  Violation  of  the  Law  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, in  that  Case  made  and  provided,  did  unnec- 
essarily fail  to  appear,  (or  did  not  appear  equiped,  as  the 
Case  may  be)  whereby  he  hath  forfeited  and  ought  to 
pay  the  Sum  of  to  the  Uses  in  the  same  Act  pro- 

vided ;  and  the  said  C.  D.  being  duly  notified  to  appear, 
before  me,  E.  F.  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the 
County  aforesaid,  to  shew  Cause,  if  any  be  had,  why  a 
Warrant  of  Distress  should  not  be  issued  for  the  same 
Fine,  did  not  appear,  or  appearing  did  not  shew  sufficient 
Cause  why  the  same  ^Varrant  should  not  be  issued  (as 
the  Case  may  be)     You  are  therefore,  in  the  Name  of  the 
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Commonwealth  of  Masf^achusetts ,  commanded  forthwith, 
of  the  Goods  or  Chattels  of  the  said  C.  D.  within  3'our 
Precinct,  to  levy  by  Distress  and  Sale  thereof,  the  Sum 
aforesaid,  with  for  Costs  of  Suit ;  and  also 

for  this  Writ,  together  with  your  own  Fees  ;  and  for 
AVaut  of  such  Goods  or  Chattels  of  the  said  C.  D.  to  be 
by  him  shewn  unto  you,  or  found  within  your  Precinct 
you  are  commanded  to  take  the  Body  of  the  said  C.  D. 
and  him   commit  to    the    common    Goal  in  in   the 

County  aforesaid :  And  the  Keeper  thereof,  is  hereby 
commanded  to  receive  the  said  CD.  into  the  said  Goal, 
and  him  safely  keep  until  he  pay  the  Sum  aforesaid, 
together  with  legal  Fees  and  Costs  ;  or  until  he  be  other- 
wise discharged  by  Order  of  Law.  And  you  are  to  make 
Return  of  this  Warrant,  with  your  Doings  therein,  unto 
myself,  within  twenty  Days  next  coming  :  For  which  this 
shall  be  j^our  sufficient  Warrant.  Hereof  fail  not. 
Given  under  my  Hand  and  Seal,  the  Day  of 

in  the  Year  of  our  Lord,  17 

E.  F.     Justice  of  the  Peace. 


Proviso.  Provided  always,  That  when  any  Person  shall  appear 

before  the  Justice  upon  Notification  as  aforesaid,  and 
shall  Claim  an  appeal  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  next 
to  be  holden  in  the  same  County,  the  same  shall  be 
granted  upon  his  recognizing  with  Sureties  to  prosecute 
his  Appeal,  and  to  pay  whatever  Fine,  Costs  and  Fees 
shall  be  adjudged  against  him  at  the  same  Court ;  which 
Recognizance  shall  be  taken  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Company 
to  which  such  Appellant  belongs,  and  shall  be  acknowl- 
edged before  and  ceitified  by  the  Justice  in  the  same 
Manner  as  Recognizances  are  in  Appeal  from  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  and  no  further  Appeal  shall  be  allowed  from 
the  said  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid, 

Judgment  to  be  That  if  Judgment  shall  be  rendered  against  such  Ai^pel- 

3  Times  the  "^  cd  ^  l 

Fine.  lant  in  such  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  the  Judgment  shall 

be  three  Times  the  Sum  of  the  Fine  set  and  affixed  in  the 
said  Act,  with  additional  Cost. 

And  wliereas  the  Time  limitted  in  the  said  Act  for  the 

Election   of  Militia   Officers  hath  expired,  and  yet  many 

Goraimnies  of  Militia  have  not  elected  their   Officers,  by 

Reason  of  their  not  having  been  duly  notified  to  assemble 

for  the  said  Purpose  : 


Preamble. 
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Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid.  That 
the    Governor    be,   and    he    hereby    is    authorized    and  Goven.oi  to 

.        '  />  I  II-  issue  Orders  foi- 

empowered  to  issue  his  Orders  tor  "the  assembhng  such  Agsembiing 

Companies  of  Militia  within  this  Commonwealth,  as  have    °™P''°'*'*~ 

not  as  yet  elected  Oflacers,  by  Reason  of  their  not  having 

been    duly  notified   to    assemble  for   the    said   Purpose. 

And  such  Companies  as  shall  not,  within  ten  Days  after 

they  shall  have  received  Notice  agreeable  to  such  Orders, 

assemble  and  elect  their  Officers  agreeable  to  the  said  Act, 

so  that  Returns  thereof  may  be  made,  shall  be  considered 

as  having  neglected  or  refused  to  elect  their  Officers,  in 

the  Sense  of  the  Constitution,  and  their  Officers  shall  be 

appointed  accordingly . 

And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  Governor  shall  be,  and  he  hereby  is  empowered  ,^8,^e  order°8 to 
to  issue  his  Orders  to  such  Officer  or  Officers  as  he  shall  proper  officers. 
judge  proper  to  assemble  the  Electors,  and  to  preside  at 
the  Election  of  Captains  and  Subalterns  in  any  Companies 
of  Field  Officers  in  any  Regiment,  and  of  the  Brigadier 
in  any  County  where  the  Elections  have  not  been  made  in 
Pursuance  of  the  said    Act ;  and  the    Officer  who  shall 
receive  such  Orders  shall  within  ten  Days  after  any  Elec- 
tions, at  which  he    shall    preside,    make    Return    to    the  Aremm. 
Governor,  of  the   Names    and    Places    of  Abode  of  the 
Officers  elected. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid, 
That  when  any  commanding  Officer  of  a  Company  shall  Ja'jfiiJ^''o"uT'' °^ 
think  lit  to  call  his  Company  together  for  the  Purpose  of  MiiuiaCom. 
^lilitary  Discipline,  he  shall  issue  his  Orders  therefor  to 
one  or  more  of  his  Non-commissioned  Officers,  if  he  shall 
have  any,  otherwise  to  one  or  more  of  the  private  Soldiers 
belonging  to  his  Company,  directing  him  or  them  to 
notify  and  warn  the  said  Company,  to  appear  at  such  Time 
and  Place  as  shall  be  appointed,  and  with  such  Arms  and 
Accoutrements  as  shall  be  mentioned  in  the  said  Orders  : 
and  the  Non-commissioned  Officer  or  Officers,  or  other 
]*erson  or  Persons  who  shall  receive  such  Orders,  shall 
give  Notice  of  the  Time  and  Place  appointed  for,  and  of 
the  Arms  and  Accoutrements  to  be  carried  to  the  said 
]Muster,  to  each  and  every  Person  he  or  they  shall  be 
directed  to  warn,  either  verbally  or  by  leaving  a  written 
Notification  thereof,  at  the  usual  Place  of  Abode,  of  the 
Person  thus  to  be  notified  :  And  no  Notice  shall  be  deemed 
legal   for   Musters   for  the  Purpose  of  common  and  ordi- 
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nary  Military  Exercises,   unless  it   shall   be  given   four 
Days  at  least  before  the  Time  appointed  therefor. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  Testimony  of  any  Non-commissioned  Officer  or 
other  Person,  under  Oath,  who  shall  have  received  Orders 
agreeable  to  Law,  to  notify  and  warn  any  Company  to 
appear  at  a  Time  and  Place  appointed  for  a  Muster,  shall 
be  sufficient  to  prove  that  due  Notice  shall  have  been 
given  to  the  Party  against  whom  Complaint  may  be  made, 
unless  such  Testimony  shall  be  invalidated  by  other  suffi- 
cient Evidence.  March  21,  1783. 
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[January  Session,  ch.  32.J 

Char)  64  ^^^^  ^^"^  laying  an  impost  on  certain  goods,  wares  and 
^  *  merchandize. 

Preamble.  Whereas  it  is  of  the  highest  Consequence  that  every  sal- 

utary  Measure  be   adojHed  to  retrieve   and  establish  the 
public  Credit,  and  to  enable  Goveinirnent  to  do  Justice  to 
their  numerous   Creditors:     And  whereas  the   Measures 
already  taken  are  not  sufficiently  productive  to  accomplish^ 
this  important  Purpose : 

Be   it   therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  in   General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 

Jg^°  ^  H'*'^  P«^  Authority  of  the  same,  That  from  and  after  the  tenth  Day 

Impost  to  be      oi  April  ucxt,  thcrc  shall  be  paid  an  Impost  of  2\co  and 

paid  on  Foreign  7=^7/-  ^  -it  ^         rn-  i    -ni 

Articles.  au  Half  per  Centum,  ad  valorem,  at  the   lime  and  Place 

of  Importation  on  all  Goods,  Wares  and  Merchandize  of 
European  and  India  Growth  and  Manufacture  (on  which 
no  Duty  or  Excise  is  laid  hj  any  Act  of  this  Common- 
wealth now  in  Force)  that  shall  be  imported  b}^  Land  or 
Water  from  any  foreign  Port,  Island  or  Plantation,  or 
any  other  State  whatever,  into  this  State,  and  landed 
within  the  same  ;  which  Impost  shall  i)e  collected  by  the 
same  Officers,  in  the  same  Manner,  and  under  the  same 
Regulations  as  are  prescribed  in  an  Act  passed  the  eighth 
Day  of  November,  one  Thousand  seven  Hundred  and 
Eighty-two,  for  repealing  certain  Acts  therein  recited, 
and  for  raising  a  certain  Revenue,  by  Excise,  on  certain 
Articles  therein  mentioned,  for  the  Payment  of  Interest 
on  Government  Consolidated  Securities,  and  other  Pur- 
poses therein    specified ;  and    in    another   Act    made    in 


1782.  —  Chapter  65.  153 

Addition  thereto,  at  the  present  Sitting  of  the  General 
Court ;  and  each  and  every  Chiuse  of  the  before  recited 
Acts,  which  determine  the  Powers  of  tlie  Officers  therein 
named,  and  which  respect  the  Regahitions  and  Manner  of 
collecting  the  Excise  and  Duties  therein  levied,  and  the 
Manner  of  determining  the  Value  of  the  Articles  therein 
enumerated,  shall  extend  to  the  Impost  laid  by  this  Act, 
in  as  full  and  ample  a  Manner  as  they  do  to  the  aforesaid 
Excise  and  Duties. 

Provided  nevertheless,  and  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Proviso. 
Authority  aforesaid,  That  no  Clause  in  the  beforemen- 
tioned  Acts,  which  respects  such  Articles  as  shall  be 
exported  out  of  this  State,  shall  extend  or  be  construed  to 
extend,  to  the  Goods,  Wares,  and  Merchandize  expressed 
by  this  Act :  And  no  Discount  or  Remission  of  the 
Impost  levied  by  this  Act,  shall  be  allowed  on  the  afore- 
said Goods,  Wares  or  Merchandize,  after  being  entered 
or  landed  in  any  Place  within  this  Commonwealth,  on 
Account  of  their  being  exported  or  intended  for  Expor- 
tation out  of  the  State,  or  on  an}^  other  Account  whatever. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  Monies  arising  from  this  Act,  shall  be  paid  and  fp°p"^''^,^°^d. 
appropriated    for    the    Purposes    expressed    in   the  Acts 
herein  before  recited. 

This    Act    shall    continue    and    be    in  Force  until   Six  Li-niiation. 
Months  after  Peace  shall  be  proclaimed  by  Congress,  and 
no  longer.  March  22,  1783. 


1783.  — Chapter  65.* 

AN    ACT    FOR    APPORTIONING   AND    ASSESSING  A  TAX    OF    TWO    ChaV.  65 
HUNDRED  THOUSAND  POUNDS. 

^Hiereas  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  have  ^^^^^^^ 
called  upon  the  Stales  respectively,  to  furnish  their  propor- 
tion of  Eight  millions  of  Dollars,  for  defraying  the 
charges  of  carrying  on  the  War  this  present  year;  and 
have  estimated  the  proportion  of  this  Commonwealth  to  be 
One  million  three  hundred  and  seven  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  ninety  six  Dollars  to  be  paid  in  quarterly 
payments  —  And  whereas  the  General  Court  of  this  Com- 
monicealth  have  by  an  act  p)assed  in  the  Year  of  our 
LORD    One   thousand   seven    hundred   and   eighty   tivo, 

*  Not  printed  in  the  Session  Pamphlet. 
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£200,000.  apportioned  and  Assessed  on  the  Polls  and  Estates  of  the 

Inhabitants  of  this  Commomvealth  a  p>ttrt  of  the  said  sum: 
Therefore,  for  fully  compleating  this  requisition  it  becomes 
indispensibly  necessary  that  a  Tax  q/'Two  hundred  thou- 
sand Pounds  should  be  granted  at  this  time  for  fully  com- 
pleating the  payment  of  the  same,  and  that  the  same  should 
be  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  this  Commonwealth  as  is 
hereafter  directed : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  Authority  of 
the  same,  That  each  Town  and  other  Place  within  this 
Commonwealth,  be  assessed  and  pay  as  such  Towns  and 
other  Places  Proportion  of  the  Sum  of  Two  Hundred 
Thousand  Pounds,  the  following  Sums  set  against  them 
respectively,  viz. 
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"  0,000.      jIji(2  5e  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  do  forthwith 
send  his  Warrants,  directed  to  the  Selectmen  or  Assessors 
of  each  Town  or  other  Place,  within  this  Commonwealth, 
that  are  taxed,  requiring  them  respectively,  to  assess  the 
Sum  herebj^  set  upon  such  Town  or  other  Place,  in  Man- 
ner following,  That  is  to  say,  To  assess  all  the  Male  Polls 
above  the  age  of  sixteen  Years,  within  their  respective 
Tow^ns,  or  other  Places  next  adjoining  to  them,  belonging 
to  no  other  Town  or  Place,  includino;  Negroes  and  Molat- 
toes,  and  such  of  them  as  are  under  the  Government  of  a 
Master  or  Mistress  to  be  taxed  to  said  iVIaster  or  Mistress 
respectively,  in  the  same  Manner  as  Minors  and  Appren- 
tices are  taxed,  at   Sixteen  Shillings  and  Eight  Pence 
each  :  and  the  Eemainder  of  the  sum  set  to  each  Town 
or  other  Place,  after  deducting  the  Sums  assessed  to  the 
Polls  as  aforesaid,  on  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  Town  or 
other  Place  as  aforesaid,  according  to  the  just  Value  of 
the  whole  Real  Estate  by  each  Inhabitant  of  such  Town 
or  Place  respectively  possessed  on  the  Fifteenth  Day  of 
November,  One  Thousand  seven  Hundred  and  Eighty-Two, 
in  his  own  Right,  or  in  the  right  of  others,  Ij'ing  within 
said  Town  or  Place,  improved,  or  not  improved,  and  on 
the  non-resident  Possessors  of  Real  Estate   lying  within 
said  Town  or  Place,  in  their  own  Right,  or  right  of  others, 
improved  or  not  improved,  saving  all  agreements  between 
Landlords  and  Tenants  ;  and  where  no  agreement  is,  the 
Landlord  to  reimburse  one  half  of  the  Tax  ;  and  also  on  the 
Inhabitants  of  such  Town  or  Place,  according  to  the  Pro- 
portion of  the  amount  and  just  Value  of  their  whole  Per- 
sonal Estate,  including  Money  at  Interest  more  than  they 
pay  Interest  for  (excepting  such  Monies  as  are  lent  to 
Government,  and  by  an  Act  of  Government,  exempted 
from  Taxation)   Monies  of  all  Kinds  in  Hand,  and  also 
the  Amount  of  the  just  Value  of  all  Goods,   Wares  or 
Merchandize,  Stock  in  Trade,  Vessels  of  all  Sorts,  with 
their  stores,  appurtenances  and  appendages,  plate,  horses, 
oxen  and  cattle  of  all  sorts  and  ages,  sheep,  swine,  and 
grain,  of  all  sorts  and  kind  of  produce  of  the  land,  and 
all  other  property  whatsoever,  excepting  household-furni- 
ture, wearing-apparel,  forming  utensils,  and  the  tools  of 
mechanics,   on   the    fifteenth    da}^  of  November   instant. 
And  the   Assessors,  in  their  respective  towns  or  other 
places,  shall  estimate  all  the  before  enumerated  articles  at 
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six  per  cent,  upon  the  real  value  of  the  same,  in  the  places  Tax  of  £200,000. 
where  they  are  (except  unimproved  lands,  which  shall 
be  estimated  at  two  -per  cent,  only)  and  on  the  amount  of 
their  income  from  any  profession,  faculty,  handicraft,  trade 
or  employment,  and  also  on  the  amount  of  all  their  incomes 
and  i)rotits  gained  l)y  tradino;  l)y  sea  and  on  shore.  And 
the  Treasurer,  in  his  said  warrant,  shall  likewise  require 
the  assessors  to  make  a  fair  list  of  the  said  assessment, 
setting  forth,  in  distinct  columns,  against  such  person's 
name,  how  much  he  or  she  is  assessed  at  for  polls,  and 
how  much  for  real  estate,  and  how  much  for  personal 
estate,  and  how  much  for  faculty,  and  income  by  trade 
as  aforesaid  ;  and  if  as  guardian,  or  for  any  estate  in  his 
or  her  improvement  in  trust  to  be  distinctly  expressed  : 
And  shall  also  insert  upon  their  rate  bills,  the  number  of 
acres  of  unimproved  land  which  they  have  taxed  to  each 
of  the  non-resident  proprietors  of  land  within  their 
respective  towns  ;  and  also  the  real  value  at  which  they 
have  estimated  the  same.  And  the  list  or  lists  so  per- 
fected and  signed  by  them,  or  the  major  part  of  them, 
to  commit  to  the  Collector  or  Collectors,  Constable  or 
Constables  of  any  such  town  or  place,  and  to  return  a 
certificate  of  the  name  or  names  of  such  Collector  or  Col- 
lectors, Constable  or  Constables,  with  the  sum  total  to 
each  of  them  committed,  unto  himself,  some  time  before 
the  fifteenth  day  of  January  next :  And  on  failure  thereof, 
each  Assessor  so  refusing  or  neglecting  his  duty  herein, 
shall  be  subject  to  pay  a  fine  of  ten  pounds  to  be  recovered 
by  executions  from  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth 
for  the  time  being,  which  fine  shall  be  paid  into  the 
Treasury  of  this  Commonwealth  for  defraying  the  public 
charofes  :  and  in  case  of  neglect  of  the  Assessors  in  makinoj 
returns  as  aforementioned,  the  Treasurer  of  this  Common- 
wealth is  hereby  impowered  and  directed  to  send  his 
executions  accordingly,  unless  the.  Assessors  shall  make 
it  appear  that  the  rate  bills  were  compleated  and  delivered 
to  the  Collectors  before  the  said  fifteenth  day  of  January. 
And  the  Treasurer  for  the  time  being,  on  the  receipt  of 
such  certificate,  is  hereby  empowered  and  directed  to 
issue  forth  his  warrants,  to  the  Collector  or  Collectors, 
Constable  or  Constables  of  such  town  or  place,  requiring 
him  or  them  respectively  to  collect  the  whole  of  the 
respective  sums  assessed  on  each  particular  person,  and 
to  pay  in  one  moiety  of  their  collections  by  the  first  day 
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Tax  of  £200,000.  of  MavcJi  iiext,  and  the  other  moiety  by  the  first  day  of 
June  next. 

Provided  nevertheless,  That  the  following  persons,  viz. 
the  President,  Fellows,  Professors,  Tutors,  Librarian, 
and  the  Students  of  Harvard  College,  who  have  their 
usual  residence  there,  and  settled  Ministers  of  the  Gos- 
pel, Grammar-School-Masters,  and  Indians,  are  not  to  be 
assessed  for  their  polls  or  for  their  estates,  under  their 
actual  management  and  improvement.  And  also  all 
persons  who  have  the  management  and  improvement 
of  the  estate  of  Harvard  College,  are  not  to  be  assessed 
for  the  same  ;  and  if  there  are  any  other  persons  who 
through  age,  infirmity,  or  poverty,  are  unable  to  pay, 
as  others,  towards  the  public  charges,  or  any  Widows  or 
Orphans,  who  depending  on  the  interest  of  their  money 
for  subsistance,  have  by  the  state  of  the  currency  been  so 
reduced,  as  that  in  the  judgment  of  the  Assessors  they 
ought  to  be  relieved  in  their  taxes  ;  in  any  such  case,  the 
Assessors  may  exempt  their  polls  or  estates,  or  abate  any 
part  of  what  they  are  set  at,  as  they  on  their  oaths  shall 
think  just  and  equitable.  And  the  Justices  in  their  ses- 
sions in  their  respective  counties  assembled,  in  appor- 
tioning a  County  tax,  or  assessment,  are  hereby  ordered 
and  directed  to  apportion  the  same  on  the  several  towns 
and  other  places  in  such  county,  in  proportion  to  their 
tax.  And  the  assessors  in  each  town  in  this  Common- 
wealth, are  also  directed  in  making  a  town  or  county  tax 
or  assessment,  to  govern  themselves  by  the  same  rule. 
And  wdiere  no  person  appears  to  discharge  the  taxes  on 
non-resident  proprietors  of  unimproved  lands  to  the  Col- 
lectors, he  shall  publish  in  one  of  the  Boston  news-papers, 
viz.  Willises  Independent  Chronicle,  three  weeks  succes- 
sively, the  names  of  all  such  proprietors  where  they  are 
known,  with  the  sum  of  the  taxes  assessed  on  their  lands 
respectively,  and  also  the  time  and  place  of  sale  ;  and 
where  they  are  not  known,  he  shall  in  the  same  manner, 
publish  the  sum  of  the  taxes  on  the  several  rights,  num- 
bers of  lots  or  divisions,  and  in  each  case,  shall  post  the 
same  in  some  convenient  and  public  place,  in  the  town 
where  the  said  lands  lay,  for  the  term  of  one  month  : 
And  if  no  person  shall  appear  thereupon  to  discharge 
the  said  taxes  and  necessary  intervening  charges,  then 
the  Constable  or  Collector  shall  proceed  to  sell,  at  Public 
Sale,  to  the  highest  bidder  (after  waiting  two  hours  from 
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the  time  appointed  for  said  sale)  so  much  only  of  said  Tax  of  £200,000. 
unimproved  lands  as  will  be  sufficient  to  discharge  said 
taxes,  and  necessary  intervening  charges,  having  first 
given  notice  of  the  intended  sale  thereof,  and  the  time 
and  place  where  it  will  be  made  ;  and  shall  have  power  to 
adjourn  from  day  to  day  (if  necessary)  to  compleat  the 
sale,  not  to  exceed  three  days  (waiting  as  aforesaid)  and 
shall  give  and  execute  a  deed  to  the  purchaser,  express- 
ing therein  the  cause  of  such  sale,  and  saving  to  the  afore- 
said proprietor  or  proprietors,  the  right  of  redemption  of  * 
any  land  so  sold  at  any  time  Avithin  three  years  from  the 
time  of  sale,  and  the  same  shall  be  conveyed  to  him  or 
them,  on  paying,  within  three  years  as  aforesaid,  the  sum 
such  land  sold  for,  and  eighteen  per  cent,  interest  on  said 
sum,  together  with  all  necessary  intervening  charges 
thereon. 

Provided  nevertheless.  That  the  purchaser  or  purchasers, 
shall  not  make  any  strip  or  waste  on  the  premises,  until 
the  time  of  redemption  has  expired  :  And  if  the  said  pur- 
chaser or  purchasers,  shall  make  any  strip  or  waste  on 
said  premises  as  aforesaid,  he  or  they  shall  be  liable  to 
pay  all  damages  to  the  original  owner  or  owners,  in  as 
ample  a  manner,  as  though  he  or  they  had  not  purchased 
the  same. 

Be  it  further  enacted  hy  the  authority  aforesaid,^  That  the 
Assessors  of  each  town  or  other  place  respectively,  in  con- 
venient time  before  the  assessment,  shall  give  seasonable 
warning  to  the  inhabitants  in  any  town-meeting,  or  by 
posting  up  notifications  in  some  place  or  places  in  such 
town  or  other  place,  or  notify  the  inhabitants  some  other 
way,  to  make  and  bring  in  to  the  Assessors,  true  and  per- 
fect lists  of  their  polls  and  of  all  the  real  and  personal 
estate  they  are  possessed  of  on  the  said  fifteenth  day  of 
November  instant,  agreeable  to  the  description  of  real  and 
personal  estate,  and  incomes  from  profession,  faculty, 
handicraft,  trade  or  employment,  as  aforesaid.  And  if 
any  person  or  persons,  shall  not  bring  in  a  list  of  their 
estates  as  aforesaid,  to  the  Assessors,  he,  she  or  they  so 
neglecting  or  refusing,  shall  not  be  admitted  to  make 
application  to  the  Court  of  General  Sessions,  for  any 
abatement  of  the  assessment  laid  on  him,  her  or  them  ; 
and  if  the  Assessors  suspect  any  falsehood  in  the  list  to 
them  presented,  of  polls  of  real  and  personal  estate,  then 
the  Assessors  or  either  of  them  shall  require  the  person 
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Tax  of  £200,000.  prcsentino;  such  list  to  give  solemn  oath  respecting  the 
same,  which  oath  may  be  administred  by  the  Assessors 
or  either  of  them,  such  list  being  exhil)ited  on  oath,  shall 
be  a  rule  of  that  person's  proportion  of  the  tax,  who  pre- 
sented the  same,  which  the  Assessors  may  not  exceed, 
unless  the  Assessors  shall  discover  any  error  therein, 
in  which  case  the  Assessors  are  hereby  authorised  and 
directed  to  assess  such  articles  as  appear  to  be  kept 
back. 
*  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 

the  Massachusetts  line  of  the  army,  on  the  fifteenth  day 
of  November  instant,  shall  be  considered  as  resident  in 
the  several  towns  and  places  to  which  they  belonged  at 
the  time  of  their  engaging  in  the  army  (their  absence  not- 
withstanding) and  the  Assessors  shall  tax  them  accord- 
ingly ;  and  said  officers  (except  those  who  have  been 
deranged  from  the  army)  and  soldiers  who  are  engaged 
for  three  years  or  during  the  war,  are  hereby  exempted 
from  their  poll  tax. 

Provided  nevertheless,  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be 
construed  to  extend  so  as  to  require  any  Assessors  to 
assess  any  person  for  any  estate,  real  or  personal,  in  his 
possession  (absentees  estates  excepted)  that  is  the  prop- 
erty of  the  United  States,  or  either  of  them. 

And  whereas  there  are  many  persons  who  dwell  or  reside 
in  some  towns  in  this  Commonwealth,  but  are  engaged  in 
trade^  a7id  negociate  their  business  almost  entirely  in  other 
toivns,  and  there  hire  stores,  shops  and  tvharves;  and  it  is 
apparent  that  the  Assessors  of  the  tovms  where  such  per- 
sons reside  or  dwell,  cannot  be  so  icell  acquainted  with  the 
business  transacted  by  them,  as  the  Assessors  of  the  town 
where  the  same  is  done. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  per- 
sons within  the  description  aforesaid,  shall  be  assessed 
and  pay  taxes  for  such  of  their  goods,  wares  and  mer- 
chandizes, stock  in  trade,  ships  and  vessels,  which  are 
sold,  used  or  improved  in  the  town  were  they  hire  stores, 
shops  or  wharves,  and  transact  the  principal  part  of  their 
business,  and  for  their  faculties  exercised  there,  and  not 
in  the  town  where  they  live  ;  and  shall  accordingly  give 
in,  on  oath,  if  required,  a  list  of  their  whole  estate  to  the 
Assessors  of  the  respective  towns,  distinguishing  what 
part  thereof  is  rateable  in  each  town ;  and  in  default 
thereof,  shall  be  doomed  by  the  said  Assessors  respec- 
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lively.      Provided,  that  this  clause  be  not  in  any  case  so  Tax  of  £200,000. 
construed  as  to  enable  any  town  to  tax  any  inhabitant  of 
any  other  town  for  any  estate  for  which  such  other  town 
has  been  charged  in  the  valuation. 

And  irhereas  in  some  instances  there  has  been  a  division 
made  in  tenons  hy  setting  off  lands,  with  the  inhabitants 
thereon,  from  any  toivn  since  the  returns  were  taken,  by 
which  the  present  valuation  is  framed;  in  vohich  cases,  the 
Court  have  not  been  able  to  determine  ivhat  proportion 
ought  to  be  taken  from  any  such  toivn  and  annexed  to  the  , 

town  where  such  addition  has  been  made. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  avthorify  aforesaid,  That 
in  all  ca.ses  where  any  such  division  has  been  made,  and 
lands,  with  the  inhabitants  thereon,  have  been  set  oft* 
from  any  town  since  the  returns  were  taken,  by  which 
the  present  valuation  w^as  framed,  and  have  not  been  con- 
sidered and  settled  in  the  valuation,  that  such  lands,  with 
the  inhabitants  thereon,  shall  be  considered  and  held  to 
pay  with  the  town  from  whence  they  were  so  set  off. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That 
the  notes  of  the  American  Bank,  and  the  notes  of  Robert 
Morris,  Esquire,  Superintendant  of  Finance,  in  his  ofii- 
cial  capacity,  shall,  by  the  several  and  respective  Consta- 
bles and  Collectors  of  the  tax  aforesaid,  be  received  in 
satisfaction  for  and  in  discharge  of  a  sum  equal  to  the 
sum  expressed  in  such  respective  bank  note  or  notes,  or 
note  or  notes  of  the  said  Robert  Morris.  And  the  Treas- 
urer, Collectors,  and  all  persons  concerned  in  collecting, 
receiving  and  negociating  the  said  tax,  are  hereby  ordered, 
directed  and  enjoined  to  conduct  themselves  accordingly. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  deed  or  deeds  which 
shall  be.  given  by  any  Constable  or  Collectors  of  taxes, 
for  any  lands  that  may  hereafter  be  sold  for  the  payment 
of  taxes  assessed  upon  non-resident  proprietors  unim- 
proved lands,  shall  be  in  the  form  following,  viz. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents.  That  I,  A.  B.  Collector 
of  taxes  for  the  town  of  having  had  a  tax  bill 

committed  to  me  by  the  Assessors  of  said  town  of 

in  which  is  included  a  tax  on  a  certain  lot  of  land 
(then  describing  the  lot  by  the  number  or  otherwise)  for 
the  sum  of  which  sum  not  being  paid,  the  said 

land  was  advertised  and  posted  according  to  law  ;  and 
on  the  day  of  at  said  town  of 
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Tax  of  £200,000.  pa^-t  of  Said  land  was  exposed  for  sale  by  public  auction, 
according  to  law,  and  the  same  was  struck  off  to 

for  the  sum  of  he  beins;  the  highest  ])idder 

therefor,  in  consideration  of  which  sum,  1  the  said  A.  B. 
in  said  capacity,  do,  by  these  presents,  grant,  sell,  and 
convey  to  the  said  the  following  tract  or  part 

of  said  land,  viz. 

To  have  and  to  hold  the  before-granted  premises,  with 
the   appurtenances   to  him  the   said  his   heirs 

,  and  assigns  forever,  to  hold  the  same  in  fee  simple,  saving 

only  to  the  aforesaid  proprietor,  or  his  heirs,  executors 
or  administrators,  the  right  of  redemption  of  any  land  so 
sold,  at  any  time  within  three  years  from  the  time  of  sale 
in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law.  In  witness  whereof,  I 
have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  the  day 

of  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 

March  22,  1783. 
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[January  Session,  ch.  33.] 


Chap 


^  gg  AN  ACT  FOR  REVIVING  THE  ACT  ENTITLED,  "  AN  ACT  TO  REG- 
ULATE THE  SALE  OF  GOODS  AT  PUBLIC  VENDUE,  AND  TO 
LIMIT  THE  NUMBER  OF  AUCTIONEERS;"  ALSO  ANOTHER  ACT 
ENTITLED,  "AN  ACT  IN  ADDITION  TO  AN  ACT  MADE  AND 
PASSED  AT  THE  LAST  SESSION  OF  THE  GENERAL  COURT, 
ENTITLED,  "AN  ACT  TO  REGULATE  THE  SALE  OF  GOODS  AT 
PUBLIC  VENDUE,  AND  TO  LIMIT  THE  NUMBER  OF  AUC- 
TIONEERS." 

Preamble.  WJierecis  tJiB  Acts  ahovemeutioned  are  expired: 

Be  it   therefore  enacted   by  the    Senate   and  House  of 

Reprefientatives  in   General   Court  assernhled,  and  by  the 

Several  Laws     Autkoritu  of  the  Same,  That  the    beforementioned  Acts, 

revived.  «./•'-'  ■' 

now  expired,  be    revived    and    continued,    with    all    and 
every  Clause,  Matter  and  Thing  therein  respectfully  con- 
tained ;  and  the  same  shall  be  in  Force  until  the  twentieth 
Day  of  June  next,  and  no  longer. 
Proviso.  Provided  nevertheless,  and  it  is  hereby  enaded  by  the 

Authority  aforesaid.  That  all  Articles  of  Household  Furni- 
ture which  may  be  sold  at  Public  Vendue,  shall  be  exempt 
from  the  Duty  laid  by  the  first-mentioned  Act ;  any  Thing 
in  the  said  Act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

March  24,  1783. 
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[January  Session,  ch.  34.] 

AN  ACT  IN  ADDITION  TO  AN  ACT,  ENTITLED  "  AN  ACT  IN  ADDI-   /^7,/yr»    fi7 
TION    TO    AN     ACT    ENTITLED,    AN    ACT    TO    EMPOWER    THE  ^ 

TREASURER  TO  RECEIVE  GOVERNMENT  SECURITIES  ON 
LOAN,"  TO  EMPOWER  THE  TREASURER  TO  RECEIVE  GOV- 
ERNMENT SECURITIES  ON  LOAN,  AND  TO  CONSOLIDATE  THE 
SAME  TO  THE  FURTHER  AMOUNT  OF  THREE  HUNDRED 
THOUSAND  POUNDS. 

Whereas  it  is  expedient  that  the  Securities  of  this   Gov-  Preamble. 
ernment  should  be  received  on  Loan  and  consolidated,  and 
sufficient  Measures  have  not  been  provided  therefor  by  tJie 
said  Acts: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  Authority  of 
the  same,  That  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  hereby  is  author-  Treasurer 
ized  and  directed  to  continue  to  receive  into  the  Treasury  ciminueto 
on    Loan,    all    Government    Securities,  Certificates,    and  menrsemn-mes', 
Debts  whatever,  except  Continental   Debts,  and  consoli-  fxce'"t  ^°'*°' 
date  the  same,  to  the  Amount  of  Three  Hundred  Thou- 
sand Pounds;  and  after  computing  the  same  by  the  Scale 
of  Depreciation,  to  issue  Notes  therefor,  on  the  Credit  of 
this  Commonwealth,  payable  in  the  Manner  provided  in 
the  said  Acts. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  is  herebv  authorized  and  Treasurer 

^  •  -vT  /•  no  1  "         1      11  1        >  1    empowered  to 

empowered  to  give  JSotes  tor  all  Sums  that  shall  be  loaned  give  Notes  for 
on  this  Act,  the  Acts  aforesaid,  or  another  Act,  entitled,  thTA°t?°^ 
"  An  Act  to  supply  the  Treasury  with  the  Sum  of  Four 
Hundred  Thousand  Pounds  Money,  agreeable  to  the  first 
Form  prescribed  in  the  last  mentioned  Act  only  ;  allow-  premium 
ing  a  Premium  of  Four  per  Centum  in  those  Cases,  and  allowed. 
in  those  only,  in  which  it  was  allowed  by  the  aforemen- 
tioned Acts. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  be,  and  hereby  is  a  Tax  to  be 
granted    a    Tax    of    Three   Hundred    Thousand   Pounds  sums  granted 
iSIoney,  to  be  levied  on  the  Polls  and  Estates  within  this  for'th'?Payraent 
Commonwealth  ;  one  fourth  Part  of  which  to  be  paid  into  of  the  Notes. 
the  Treasury  of  this  Commonwealth  on  or  before  the  First 
Day  of  December,  Anno    Domini    One  Thousand   Seven 
Hundred  and  Eighty-five,  and  the  Remainder  to  be  paid 
into  the  Treasury  in  Quarterly  Payments,  the  three  suc- 
ceeding Years,  on  the  First   Day  in   December  in   each 
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Iq  Case  the 
General  Court 
shall  not  agree 
upon  a  Tax. 


Treasurer 
empowered 
to  issue  his 
Warrant. 


Year ;  each  of  the  said  Sums  to  be  levied  according  to 
such  Rules  and  Proportions  as  shalj  be  agreed  upon  and 
ordered  by  the  General  Court  at  their  Sessions  in  June, 
in  each  of  the  Years  aforesaid:  and  the  Sum  so  granted, 
shall  be  applied  for  the  Payment  of  the  Notes  which  shall 
be  issued  by  Virtue  of  this  Act. 

And  it  is  further  en-acted,  That  if  the  General  Court 
shall  not  some  Time  before  the  First  Day  of  July,  in 
e:ich  of  the  Yenrs  before  mentioned,  respectively  agree 
and  conclude  upon  a  Tax,  apportioning  the  Sum  to  be 
paid  in  each  of  before-mentioned  Years  respectively ; 
then,  and  in  such  Case,  each  Town  and  other  Tlace  in  this 
Commonwealth,  shall  pay,  by  a  Tax  to  be  levied  on  the 
Polls  and  Estates  within  their  respective  limits,  the  same 
l^roportion  of  the  said  Sum  as  such  Town  or  other  Place 
was  taxed  by  the  General  Court  in  the  Tax  next  preced- 
ing. And  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  is 
hereby  empowered  and  directed,  some  Time  in  the 
Month  of  August,  in  every  such  Year,  to  issue  and  send 
forth  his  Warrants,  directed  to  the  Selectmen  or  Assess- 
ors of  such  Town  or  other  Place,  within  this  Common- 
wealth, or  to  some  suitable  Persons  in  such  Places  therein 
as  are  not  incorporated,  requiring  them  to  assess  the  Polls 
and  Estates  within  their  Limits  respectively,  for  the  full 
Parts  and  Proportions  of  the  Sums  before  directed  and 
engaged  to  be  assessed,  to  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  on 
or  before  the  first  Day  of  December  in  such  Years  respec- 
tively. And  the  Assessors,  as  also  all  Persons  thereby 
assessed,  shall  observe,  be  governed  by,  and  subject  to, 
all  such  Rules  and  Directions  as  shall  have  been  given  in 
the  next  preceding  Tax- Act.  March  25,  1783. 


1783.  — Chapter  68.* 

Chap.  68  ^N  -^^T  LIMITING  THE  CONTINUANCE  OF  CERTAIN   ACTS  &  RE- 
^  *  SOLVES  FOR  PREVENTING  INTERCOURSE  WITH  THE  ENEMY.— 

Continuance  of        Wlierecis  the  cirouuds  and  principles  of  certain  Acts  for 

jfVcts  etc.  for  •  ^--^  j.  /  «/  */ 

preventing        jweveutlng   Coiumerce  and  Corresj)07idence  unth  the  Ene- 
the'^eneray!^'     Ttiies  of  the    United    States   luill  cease  to  operate   at  the 

termination  of  the  v:ar. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the   /Senate  and   House  of 

Representatives  in   General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 


*  Not  printed  in  Session  Pamphlet. 


1782.  — Chapter  69.  177 

Authority  of  the  same.  That  an  Act  passed  the  third  of 
March  One  thousand,  Seven  hundred  and  Eighty  one, 
entitled  "An  Act  for  preventing  all  Commerce  and  illegal 
Correspondence  with  the  Enemies  of  the  United  States  of 
America,"  —  and  another  Act  passed  the  tirst  of  May,  One 
thousand.  Seven  hundred  and  Eighty  one  entitled  "An 
Act  in  addition  to  an  Act "  entitled  an  Act  for  preventing 
all  Commerce  and  illegal  Correspondence  with  the  Enemies 
of  the  United  States  of  America  "  and  another  Act  passed 
the  eighth  of  November,  One  thousand.  Seven  hundred 
and  Eighty  two  —  entitled  ' '  An  Act  in  addition  to  an 
Act "  —  Entitled  An  Act  in  Addition  to  an  Act  entitled,  An 
Act  for  preventing  all  Commerce  and  illegal  Correspond- 
ence with  the  Enemies  of  the  United  States  of  America 
and  also  every  part  of  the  Resolve  of  the  General  Court 
passed  the  Eighth  day  of  May  A.  D.  One  thousand  Seven 
hundred  and  Eighty  two  respecting  illicit  trade  with  the 
enemies  of  the  United  States,  except  that  paragraph 
thereof  which  makes  provision  that  certain  Boats  and  Ves- 
sels therein  described  shall  take  permission  from  the 
Naval  Officer  in  Certain  cases  and  another  Resolve  passed 
the  ninth  day  of  October  A.  D.  One  thousand  Seven  hun- 
dred &  Eighty  two  for  preventing  the  Enemy  from  being 
supplied  with  Provisions  from  the  Shores  on  the  South 
part  of  this  Commonwealth  shall  from  and  after  the  time  at 
which  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  shall  cause 
declaration  to  be  made,  that  Peace  has  taken  Place  between 
France,  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  be  repealed 
and  every  article  and  Clause  of  the  before  recited  Acts  shall 
thereupon  become  null  and  Void  to  every  intent  and  pur- 
pose save  only  of  being  used  to  support  any  action  or 
process  "that  may  have  been  commenced  before  and  pending 
at  the  time  when  the  said  Acts  and  Resolves  are  to  cease. 

March  25,  1783. 

1782.  — Chapter  69. 

[May  Session,  ch.  1.] 

AN  ACT  IN  ADDITION  TO  AN   ACT   INTITLED    "AN   ACT  TO   PRO-    QhaV'  69 
VIDE  FOR   THE    PAYMENT   OF   DEBTS   DUE    FROM   THE    CON-  ^  ' 

SPIRATORS  AND  ABSENTEES;   AND   FOR  THE   RECOVERY   OF 
DEBTS  DUE  TO  THEM." 

WJiereas  by  said  Act,  the  Poxoers  given  to  the  Commit-  rreambie. 
tees  therein  mentioned,  do  not  extend  to  em2J0iver  them  to 
make  Sale   of  any  Estates   on   lohich   Money   has   been 
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Creditors  to 
exhibit  to 
Committees 
Certificates  of 
Debts  due  from 
Absentees 
Estates  Leased. 

Leased  Estate 
to  be  appraised. 


In  Case : 


In  Case  Lessees 
neglect  to 
purchase  — 


Comrailtees 
empowered  to 
selL 


advanced  to  the  Commonwealth,  agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of 
the  General  Court  passed  the  Nineteenth  of  June,  in  the 
Year  of  our  Lord  one  Thousand  seven  Hundred  and 
Eighty,  unless  the  Persons  who  advanced  Money  as  afore- 
said shall  consent  to  have  such  Estate  sold,  which  Prohi- 
bition operates  greatly  to  the  Damage  of  the  Creditors  to 
such  Estates:   Therefore  to  remedy  the  same. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  Authority 
of  the  same.  That  in  all  Cases  where  the  Creditors  to  such 
Estates  shall  exhibit  to  the  said  Committees,  Certificates 
agreeable  to  said  Act,  of  Debts  due  from  the  Estate  of 
any  Conspirator  or  Absentee,  leased  as  aforesaid,  the  said 
Committees  are  hereby  empowered  to  cause  such  leased 
Estates  within  their  respective  Counties  to  be  appraised 
by  three  disinterested  judicious  Freeholders  under  Oath  ; 
and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  offer  the  said  Estates  to 
the  Persons  to  whom  they  are  leased,  at  the  said  Appraise- 
ment ;  and  in  Case  the  Lessee  shall  take  the  Estate  at  the 
Appraisement,  the  said  Committees  are  respectively 
empowered  in  Behalf  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  make 
and  execute  Deeds  sufficient  to  convey  Estates  in  Fee 
Simple  to  the  said  Purchaser ;  the  Money  advanced  on 
any  such  Estate  as  aforesaid,  to  be  in  Part -Pay  for  the 
same,  agreeable  to  the  Lease,  and  the  Kemainder  to  be 
disposed  of  agreeable  to  said  Act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid. 
That  in  Case  any  Lessee  or  Lessees  as  aforesaid,  shall 
refuse  or  neglect  to  purchase  the  Estate  leased  to  him  or 
them  as  aforesaid,  at  the  said  Appraisement,  for  the  Space 
of  Thirty  Days  after  the  Committee  shall  have  notified 
him  or  them  of  the  Appraisement,  the  Committees  are 
hereby  empowered  to  sell  the  same  to  any  other  Person, 
at  public  or  private  Sale,  as  shall  appear  to  them  most 
advantageous  to  the  Creditors  and  the  Commonwealth  ; 
and  upon  the  Payment  of  the  Sums  due  to  the  said  Les- 
sees, or  Security  given  to  their  Satisfaction,  to  make  good 
and  sufficient  Deeds  as  aforesaid  to  the  Purchasers,  and 
dispose  of  the  Remainder  of  the  Proceeds  of  such  Sale 
according  to  said  Act. 

And  whereas  no  direct  Provision  is  made  by  any  Act 
or  Resolve  of  this  Court  for  making  equitable  Distribu- 
tion of  the  Neat  Proceeds  of  the  Estates  of  Conspirators 
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arid  Absentees  among  their  Creditors  by  the  Cmnmittees  of 
Sales  in  the  several  Counties  in  Cases  of  Insolvency : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Authority  aforesaid.  That  in  all  Diatribution  of 

,^  ,  1        XI  T-.  T  /•  1  /.      1  neat  Proceeds 

Cases  where  the  Neat  Jrroceeds  of  bale  of  the  Estate  of  25  Absentees 
any  Conspirator  or  Absentee  shall  be  found  insufficient  to 
discharge  the  Whole  of  the  Debts  due  therefrom,  the  said 
Committees  in  the  several  Counties  be,  and  they  hereby 
are  empowered  and  directed  to  make  Distribution  of  the 
Sums  by  them  received,  as  the  Neat  Proceeds  of  the  said 
Estates  among  the  several  Creditors  thereto,  in  just  and 
due  Proportion  ;  taking  Bonds  from  the  said  Creditors 
respectively,  in  double  the  Sum  to  them  paid,  with  two 
sufficient  Sureties,  conditioned  to  refund  the  Rateable 
Proportion  of  such  Creditors  Demand  upon  the  said 
Estate,  and  the  Neat  Proceeds  thereof  in  Case  after  Claims 
legally  exhibited,  supported  and  certified,  shall  render  the 
said  Estate  further  insolvent.  And  the  Bonds  given  as 
aforesaid  shall  be  lodged  in  the  Probate  Office  of  the 
County  where  the  Estates  of  such  Conspirators  or  Absen- 
tees shall  be  settled  ;  any  Law  or  Resolve  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding.  June  15,  1782. 


1782.  — Chapter  70. 

[January  Session,  ch.  23.] 

AN  ACT  EMPOWERING  THE  COMMITTEES  FOR  THE  SALE  OF  THE 
ESTATES  OF  CONSPIRATORS  AND  ABSENTEES,  AND  THE 
AGENTS  APPOINTED  BY  THE  JUDGES  OF  PROBATE  ON  SUCH 
ESTATES,  IN  CERTAIN  CASES  TO  PLEAD  THE  GENERAL  ISSUE, 
AND  GIVE  THE  ACTS  AND  RESOLVES  OF  THE  GENERAL 
COURT  AND  ANY  SPECIAL  MATTER  IN  EVIDENCE. 


Chaii.  70 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
in   General  Court  assembled ,  and  by  the  Authority  of  the 
same,  That  in  all  Cases  where  Actions  shall  be  commenced  where  Actions 
against  the  Committees  and  Agents  aforesaid,  or  either  of  me^nced  agldnst 
them,  by  any  private  Person   or  Persons,  the  said  Com-  AgZi""''""" 
mittees  and  Agents  may  plead  the  General  Issue,  and  give  Topieadthe 
the  Acts    and  Resolves    of  the  General  Court   and    any  ^'°^'''"'  ^''"^• 
special  Matter  in  Evidence.  March  13,  1783. 
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RESOLVES 


GENERAL    COURT    OF   THE    COMMONWEALTH 
OF  MASSACHUSETTS, 

BEGUN  AND  HELD  AT  BOSTOX,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  SUF- 
FOLK, ON  WEDNESDAY  THE  TWENTY-NINTH  DAY  OF 
MAY,    ANXO   DOMINI,    1782. 


1782. — May  Session. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  Gentletnen  who  compose  the  tivo 
Branches  of  the  General  Court,  viz. 


Comity  of  Suffolk. 

Hon.  Samuel  Adams,  Esq ; 

President. 
Hon.  Jabez  Fisher, 

Samuel  Niles, 

John  Pitts, 

Increase  Sumner,  Esquires. 

County  of  Essex. 

Hon.  Stephen  Choate, 

Jonathan  Greenleaf, 
Samuel  Phillips,  jun. 
El  bridge  Gerry,  Esquii'es. 

County  of  Middlesex. 

Hon.  Josiah  Stone, 

Abraham  Fuller, 

Eleazer  Brooks, 

Ebenezer  Bridge,  Esquires. 

County  of  Hampshire. 

Hon.  Timothy  Danielson, 
Caleb  Strong, 
John  Bliss,  Esquires. 

County  of  Plymouth. 

Hon.  Nathan  Cushing, 

Charles  Turner,  Esquires. 


SENATORS. 

County  of  Barnstable. 
Hon.  Solomon  Freeman,  Esquire. 


County  of  Bristol. 

Hon.  Thomas  Durfee, 

Ephraim  Starkweather, 

Esquires. 

County  of  York. 
Hon.  Nathaniel  Wells,  Esquire. 

County  of  Worcester. 

Hon.  Samuel  Baker, 
Joseph  Dorr, 
Israel  Nichols, 
Jonathan  Warner,  Esquires. 

County  of  Cumberland. 
Hon.  Jedediah  Preble,  Esquire. 

County  of  Lincoln. 
Hon.  Thomas  Rice,  Esquire. 

County  of  Berkshire. 

Hon.  Jahleel  Woodbridge, 
John  Bacon,  Esquires. 
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MEMBERS   OF   THE  HOUSE   OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Honorable  NATHANIEL   GORHAM,  Esq;  Sjjeaker. 


County  of  Suffolk. 

'Hon.  William  Phillips,  Esq; 

Samuel  Allyne  Otis,  Esq ; 

Hon.  John  Lowell,  Esq; 
<J  Thomas  Dawes,  Esq  ; 

John  Rowe,  Esq ; 

Samuel  BaiTett,  Esq ; 
^  Mr.  Nathan  Frazier. 
Roxbury,  Deacon  David  Weld. 
Dorchester,  Ebenezer  Wales,  Esq. 
Milton,  Edward  R.  Robbins,  Esq. 
Braintree,  Richard  Cranch,  Esq. 
Weymouth.  Nath.  Baile3%  Esq. 
Hingham,  Capt  Theo.  Cushing. 
Cohasset,  Col   Thomas  Lothrop. 
J)edham,  Capt.  Joseph  Cxuild. 
Medfield,  Mr  Oliver  Ellis. 
Wrentham,  Mr.  Joseph  Fairbanks. 
Brooklyne, 

Needham,  Mr.  Nathaniel  Fisher. 
Stoughton,  Elijah  Dunbar,  Esq 
Stoughtonham,  Col.  Jona.  Eddj. 
Medway,  Capt.  Moses  Adams. 
Bellinghmn,  Stephen  j\Ietcalf ,  Esq. 
Hull, 
Walpole, 
CheUea, 

Franklin,  Mr.  Peter  Adams. 
Foxhorough, 

County  of  Essex. 

Salem,  Nathan  Goodale,  Esq. 

Benj.  Goodhue,  jun  ,  Esq. 
William  Vans,  Esq. 
Mr.  Miles  Greenwood. 
Banvers,  Israel  Hutchinson,  Esq. 
Ipswich,  Dr  John  Manning. 

John  Patch,  Esq 
Newbury,  Col.  Samuel  Moody.. 
Newbury-Port,  Nath  Tracy,  Esq. 
Jonathan  Titcomb, 

Esq. 
Tristram  Dalton, 
Esq. 
Marblehead, 

Lynn,  Capt.  Holten  Johnson. 
Andover,  Capt.  Joshua  Holt. 
Beverly,  Larkin  Thorndike,  Esq. 

Mr.  Nathan  Dane. 
Salisbury,  Benjamin  Evans,  Esq. 
Haverhill,  Mr.  Bailey  Bartlett. 
Gloucester,  Peter  Coffin,  Esq. 
Topsfield, 


Ahnsbury, 

Bradford, 

Methuen, 

Boxford, 

Manchester, 

Wenhani, 

Middleton, 

County  of  Middlesex. 

Cambridge,  Col.  Samiiel  Thaeher. 
Charlestown,  Hon.  Nath.  Gorham, 

Esq. 
Watertown, 

Woburn,  Dea.  Joseph  Johnson. 
Concord,  James  Barrett,  Esq. 
Neivtoji, 

Reading,  Capt.  James  Bancroft. 
Marlborough,  Dea.  Simon  Stow. 
Billerica,  Major  Edward  Farmer. 
Framingham,  Dea.  Wm.  Brown. 
Lexington, 

Chelmsford,Tie?i.  A.  Chamberlain. 
Sherburne,  Daniel  Whitney,  Esq. 
Sudbury, 
East  Sudbury, 
Maiden, 

Weston,  Dea.  Samuel  Fisk. 
Medford,  Mr  Aaron  Hall. 
Hopkinton,  Capt.  Gilbei't  Dench. 

c'arlislt  \  F^'^"^^^'  Faulkner,  Esq. 

Westford,  Mr.  Francis  Leighton. 

Waltham, 

Stow, 

Qroton,  Israel  Hobart,  Esq, 

Shirley, 

Pepper  ell.  Col.  Wm.  Prescott. 

Toionsend,  Mr.  James  Lock. 

Dracut, 

Bedford, 

Holliston, 

Dunstable, 

Lincoln, 

Wilmington, 

Tewksbury ,  INIr.  Wm.  Brown. 

Littleton, 

Ashby, 

Natick, 

Stoneham, 

County  of  Hampshire. 

Springfield,  Col.  Gideon  Burt. 
Mr.  Moses  Church. 
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BEPRESENTA  TIVES  —  Continued. 


County  of  Hampshire  —  Con. 
West  Springjield,  Justin  Ely,  Esq. 
Wilbraham,  ^ol.  Benj  Ely. 

Norlhampton,  Hon.  Caleb  Strong. 

Southampton.  ^^'''  T""'  ^^"S^^^' 

Hadlcy,  Capt  Oliver  Smith. 

South  Hadley, 

Amherst, 

(Tirnit)y, 

Hatfield,  John  Hastings,  Esq. 

Whatcly, 

Williamsburgh,  Mr.  Jesse  Wilds. 

Westfield,  Capt.  Daniel  Sacket. 

Greenjield,  Uavicl  Sniead,  Esq. 
Shelburne, 
Conway, 

Sunderland,  Capt.  Israel  Hubbard. 
Montague, 

Northfield,  Mr.  Aaron  Whitney. 
Brimfield,  Mr  Aaron  Mighill 
South  Brimfield, 
Monson, 
Pelham, 
Greemcich, 
Blanford, 
Leverdt, 
Palmer, 
.  Granville, 
New  Salem, 

Belchertown,  Col.  Caleb  Clarke. 
Colrain,  Col.  Hugh  McClallan. 
Ware, 
Warwick, 
Barnardstoii, 
Murrayjield, 
Charlemont, 

Ashfield,  Mr.  Benjamin  Rogers. 
Worlhingloni 
Shutesbury , 
Ervingshire, 
Southwick, 
Ludlow, 
Norwich, 
Merryjield, 
Cummington, 
]Vest  HarniAon 

Chesltrjield,  Mr.  Russel  Killogg, 
Vli  ester  field-  Gore, 
Auckland, 

County  of  Plymouth. 

Plymouth,  Joshua  Thomas,  Esq. 
Sciluale,  Israel  Vinal,  Esq. 


Duxborough,  Mr.  John  Peterson. 
Marshfiel'd,  Mr  Daniel  Lewis. 
Bridgewater,  Hugh  Orr,  Esq. 
Middleboro\  JSIr.  Ebenezer  Wood. 
Mr.  Isaac  Tompson. 
Rochester,  Col.  P:benezer  White. 
Plympton,  Capt.  Francis  Shirtliff. 
Pembroke, 

Kingston,  Capt.  Eben.Washburne. 
Hanover, 

Abington,  Mr.  Samuel  Brown. 
Halijax, 
Warcham, 

County  of  Barnstable. 

Barnstable,   Shearjashub   Bourn, 

Sandwich,         ^^^• 

Yarmozith, 

Eastham,  Mr.  Nathan  Doane. 

Harwich, 

Wellfieet,  Elisha  Doane,  Esq. 

Chatham, 

Truro, 

Falmotdh, 

County  of  Bristol. 
Taunton,  Job  Smith,  Esq. 
Rehoboth,  Capt.  Stephen  Bullock, 
Swanzey, 

Darttnouth,  Edward  Pope,  Esq. 
Norton,  Capt.  Isaac  Hodges. 
Mansfield,  Capt.  John  Pratt. 
Attleborough,  EWaha  May,  Esq. 
Dighton, 

Freetown,  Dr.  Joshua  H.  Brett. 
Rainham,  Capt.  Noah  Hall. 
Easion,  Capt.  James  PeiTy. 
Berkley, 

County  of  York. 

To7-k,  Col.  Edward  Grow. 

Kittery,  Charles  Chauncey,  Esq. 

Wells,  Nathaniel  Wells,  Esq. 

Berwick,  John  Hill,  Esq. 

Arundel, 

Biddeford, 

Peppe  rre  llbo  rough, 

Lebanon, 

Sanford, 

Buxton, 

Coxhall, 

Massabeseck, 

Brownfield, 

Little  Falls, 

Fryeburgh,  Dea.  Simon  Frye. 
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REPRESENTATIVES—  Continued. 


County  of  DuviKS,  County. 

Edgarloivn, 

Chilmark, 

Tisbu7\ij, 

County  of  Nantucket. 
Sherburne, 

County  of  Worcester. 

Worcester,  Samuel  Curtis,  Esq. 

Lancaster,  John  Sprague,  Esq. 

Mejidon, 

Brookfield, 

Oxford, 

Charlton,  Mr.  Ebenezer  Davis. 

SuttoJi,  Mr.  Willis  Hall. 

Leicester,  Seth  Wasliburne,  Esq. 

Spencer,  Mr.  Isaac  Jencks. 

Rutland,  Mr.  Asaph  Shearman. 

Paxton, 

Oakham, 

Barre, 

Hubbardston, 

New  Braintree, 

Southborough, 

Westboro\  Mr.  Hananiah  Parker. 

Northborough,  Mr.  John  Ball. 

Shrewsbury,  Hon.  A.  Ward,  Esq. 

Lunenburgh,  Capt,  Josiah  Stearns. 

Fitchburgh,  Capt.  Tho.  Cowdin. 

Uxbridge, 

Harvard, 

Dudley, 

Bolton, 

Upton, 

Sturbridge,  Capt.  Ralph  AVheel- 

ock. 
Leominster, 

Hardwick,  Mr.  Ichabod  Dexter. 
Eolden,  John  Child,  Esq. 
Western, 
Douglass, 
Grafton, 

Petersham,  Capt.  Wing  Spooner. 
Royalston, 
Westminster, 
Templeton, 
Princetoion, 
Ashburnham, 

Winchendon,  Abel  Wilder,  Esq. 
Northbridge, 

Ward,  Capt.  John  Prentice. 
Athol,  Hiram  Newell,  J^sq. 
Milford, 
Sterling, 


County  of  Cumberland. 

Falmouth,  Joseph  Noyes,  Esq. 
North  Yarmouth, 
Cape  Elizabeth, 

Oorham,  Mv,  Stephen  Longfel- 
low, jun. 
Brunswick, 
Harpswell, 
Windham, 

Neiv  Gloucester,  Mr.  John  Merrill . 
Pearsontoivn, 
Royalborough, 
Gray, 

Raymondtown, 
Bakerstown, 
Sylvester, 
Bridgetown, 

County  of  Lincoln. 

Poivnalborough, 

Georgetown, 

New  Castle,  Mr.  Jona.  Jones,  jun. 

Woolwich, 

Topsham, 

Boivdoinham, 

Boothbay, 

Bristol,  Alexander  Nichols,  Esq. 

Vassalborough, 

Medumcook, 

Winslow, 

Waldoborough, 

Edgcombe, 

PUtston, 

Eallowell, 

Bellfast, 

Warren,  Mr.  Patrick  Pepbles. 

St  Georges, 

Winthrop, 

Thomaslown, 

County  of  BERKsnraE. 

Sheffield  &  Mt.  }  The  Sedgwick  & 
Wa,shington.  \  J.  Fellows, Esq's. 
Gt.  Barrington,  Wm.  King,  Esq. 
Partridgefield,  Mr.  Eben.  Peirce. 
Williainstown, 

Windsor,  William  Clark,  Esq. 
Netv  Marlboro\  Mr.  Noah  Church. 
Lanesboro\  Col.  Asa  Barnes. 

Col.  Jonathan  Smith. 
Pitts  field, 

Lenox,  Mr.  Elias  Willard. 
Stockbridge,  John  Bacon,  Esq. 
Egremont, 
Tyringham,  Capt.  Josiah  Brewer. 
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BEPRESENTATIVES  —  Concluded. 

County  of  Berkshire  —  Con.  Alford,  Mr.  John  Adams. 

Sandisfield,  Josiah  Ayrault.  New  Ashford, 

Becket,  Nathaniel  Kingsley,  Esq.  Ashawelet-Equivalent. 

Hancock,  Samuel  Hand,  Esq.  Adams,  Enos  Parker,  Esq. 

Richmond,  Nexv  Providence, 

Loudon,  Lee, 

West  Stockbridge,  Tauconick  Mountain. 


By  the  return  of  the  Votes  of  the  qualified  Electors  in  the  several 
Towns  within  the  Commonwealth,  it  ai^peared,  that 

His  Excellency  JOHN  HANCOCK,  Esq ; 

Was  chosen  Governor,  and 

His  Honor  THOMAS  GUSHING,  Esq ;  Lieutenant-Governor, 
By  a  Majority  of  Votes. 

The  two  Branches  of  the  General  Court  made  choice  of  the  follow- 
ing Gentlemen,  Councellors,  to  advise  the  Governor  for  the  Current 
Year,  viz, 

Hon.  Jeremiah  Powell,  Benjamin  Chadbourne,  Moses  Gill, 
William  Seaver,  James  Prescott,  Azor  Orne, 

Walter  Si3oonei%  Samuel  Holten,  Joseph  Hawley,Esqrs. 

And  John  Aver^,  Esq ;  was  elected  Secretary. 

The  Honorable  the  Senate  made  choice  of  Mr.  WILLIAM 
BAKER,  jun.  for  their  Clerk,  and  the  Honorable  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives made  choice  of  Mr.  G.  R.  MINOT,  to  be  their  Clerk. 


Chapter  1. 

RESOLVE  FOR  ADJOURNING  THE  MARITIME  COURT,  TO  THE  25th  ChaV.    1 

JUNE  INST.  ■^' 

WJiereas  it  appears  to  this  court,  that  it  will  he  incon- 
venient to  the  parties  concerned  and  interested  in  the  causes 
2')ending  at  the  Maritime  Court,  of  the  middle  district,  to 
be  held  at  Salem,  ujjon  the  11th  day  of  June  instajit,  to 
attend  at  that  time:     Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Maritime  Court,  appointed  to  be 
holden  at  Salem,  upon  the  11th  day  of  June  next,  be,  and 
hereby  is  adjourned  and  put  off  to  the  25th  day  of  the 
same  ^Nlonth,  then  to  l>e  holden  at  said  Salem,  in  the 
county  of  Essex ;  and  all  causes  now  pending  therein,  or 
notified  for  trial  there,  upon  the  said  11th  day,  shall  be 
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heard,  tried  and  determined  in  the  same  manner,  on  the 
said  25th,  as  they  could  be  upon  the  said  11th  day,  and 
all  depositions  and  other  proceedings  taken  for  the  same 
Court,  shall  be  received  upon  the  said  25th  day,  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  they  were  taken  to  be  there  used. 

June  1,  1782.    - 


Chapter  2, 

Chaj)     2      RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF   SARAH  HENDERSON   AND   OTH- 
^  '  ERS,  GRANTING  THEM  LIBERTY  TO  GO  TO   HALIFAX. 

On  tJie petition  q/"  Sarah  Henderson,  Mary  Anzul,  Sarah 
Burrill,  Naomi  Bangs,  and  Rebecca  Burton  : 

Resolved,  That  Sarah  Henderson,  Mary  Aiizid,  Sarah 
Burrill,  Naomi  Bangs,  and  Rebecca  Burton,  have  leave  to 
go  to  Halifax  in  the  next  cartel,  not  to  return  again  unless 
leave  therefor  be  first  obtained  from  the  General  Court, 
for  reasons  set  forth  in  their  petitions  ;  and  that  the  com- 
missary of  prisoners  be,  and  he  hereby  is  directed,  to  take 
especial  care  to  prevent  the  aforesaid  persons  from  convey- 
ing any  letters  of  intelligence  to  the  enemies  of  the  United 
States.  June  1,1782. 


Chapter  3. 

Char)     3     I^ESOLVE  empowering  the  justices  of  THE  COURT  OF  GEN- 
'  *  ERAL  sessions  OF  THE  PEACE,  FOR  THE  COUNTY  OF    BERK- 

SHIRE, TO  ASSESS  SIX  HUNDRED  AND  FORTY-FIVE  POUNDS, 
TO  DISCHARGE  THE  DEBTS  DUE  FROM  SAID  COUNTY,  AND  To' 
DEFRAY  THE  NECESSARY  EXPENCES  THEREOF. 

On  a  representation  from  the  Court  of  General  Ses- 
sions of  the  Peace,  for  the  county  of  Berkshire  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Justices  of  the  Court  of  General 
Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the  said  county  of  Berkshire^ 
be,  and  the  said  Justices  hereby  are  enabled  and  impow- 
ered  to  direct  an  assessment  of  the  sum  of  six  hundred 
and  forty  five  pounds,  lawful  money,  to  discharge  the 
debts  due  from  the  said  county,  and  to  defray  the  neces- 
sary expences  thereof,  agreeably  to  the  laws  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, and  that  the  Secretary  of  this  Commonwealth 
transmit  this  resolve  to  the  Clerk  of  the  said  Court. 

Junes,  1782. 
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Chapter  4. 

RESOLVE  GRANTING  NINETY  POUNDS  TO  JOHN  HOPKINS,  COM-  fi^f,^  A 
MISSARY  OF  PRISONERS,  TO  FIT  OUT  THE  SLOOP  DUXBOR-  ^'^^P'  * 
OUGH,  AS  A  CARTEL. 

On  the  petition  o/John  Hopkins  : 

Resolved,  That  John  Uopl-ins,  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
directed,  to  lit  out  the  sloop  Duxhorough,  as  a  cartel,  and 
to  send  in  her  to  New  York,  as  many  naval  prisoners  now 
in  his  possession,  for  the  purpose  of  having  them  exchanged 
for  Americans,  as  she  will  conveniently  carry. 

And  be  it  further  liesolved,  That  in  order  to  enable 
the  said  Hojjl'ins  to  effect  the  same,  the  s«m  of  ninety 
pounds  be  paid  him  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  Common- 
wealth ;  the  said  Hopkins  to  be  accountable  for  the  same. 

Junes,  1782. 


Chap. '^^5 


Chapter  5. 

RESOLVE  PERMITTING  MARY  HATHAWAY  AND  WEALTHY  RUG- 
GLES  TO  GO  TO  NEW-Y'ORK. 

On  thepetition  q/"Mary  Hathaway  and  Wealthy  Ruggles, 
praying  for  liberty  to  go  to  their  husbands,  at  New  York : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  they  have  liberty  to  go  to  ISfew  York,  in  the 
first  cartel,  provided  they  go  at  their  own  expence,  and 
do  not  return  again  without  leave  from  lawful  authority ; 
and  the  commissary  of  prisoners  is  hereby  directed  to  pro- 
vide against  the  said  petitioners  carrying  with  them  any 
letters  or  other  papers,  dangerous  to  the  safety  of  the 
United  States.  June  3,  1782. 


Chapter  6. 

RESOLVE   ON   THE   MEMORIAL   OF    SAMUEL    WOOD,    OF   NORTH-   p/,^^    a 

BOROUGH.  Kjnwp.  O 

On  the  memorial  q/"  Samuel  Wood,  of  Northborough  : 
Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of 
this  Commonwealth,  to  Satnuel  Wood,  the  sum  of  eleven 
pounds  four  shillings  and  nine  pence,  being  the  sum 
allowed  to  said  Wood  for  his  being  agent  for  the  estates  of 
Michael  Martyn,  James  Eager,  and  John  Eager,  as 
allowed    by   the   Judge    of  Probate    for   the    county    of 
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Worcester,  there  being  no  personal  estate  in  the  hands  of 
said  agent,  and  the  real  estate  being  taken  out  of  his  hands 
by  the  committee  for  selling  absentees  estates  in  said  county, 
agreeable  to  a  resolve  of  the  General  Court  for  said  pur- 
pose. June  3,  1782. 

Chapter  7. 

Chap.    7      RESOLVE    GRANTING    THIRTY-SIX    POUNDS    SEVEN    SHILLINGS 
AND  TEN  PENCE,  TO   JOHN   CUNNINGHAM. 

Oil  the  petition  of  John  Cunningham  :  Whereas  the 
commissioners  of  the  county  of  Worcester,  have  rendered 
their  accounts  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  said  county,  are 
now  discharged  as  commissioners,  and  the  monies  arising 
frotn  the  sales  of  the  estate  of  John  Chandler,  Esq;  an 
absentee,  are  paid  into  the  treasury :     Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  John  Cumiingham, 
thirty -six  pounds  seven  shillings  and  ten  pence,  being  so 
much  due  from  John  Chandler,  Esq  ;  an  absentee,  for 
furniture  received,  provided  that  the  effects  of  said  Chand- 
ler amount  to  a  sufficient  sum  to  pay  all  the  other  credi- 
tors demands  against  said  John  Chandler. 

June  4,1782. 

Chapter  8. 

ChaV.  8      RESOLVE    APPOINTING     A    COMMITTEE   TO    RECEIVE,    EXAMINE 
•^  '  AND  PASS  UPON  ALL  ACCOUNTS,  AS  ALSO  UPON   PAY  ROLLS. 

Resolved,  That  Abraham  Fidler  and  Ephraim  Stark- 
weather, Seth  Washburn,  Joseph  JSFoyes,  and  Miles  Green- 
wood, Esquires,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a 
committee,  whose  business  shall  be  to  receive,  examine 
and  pass  upon  all  accounts  (not  otherwise  ordered)  which 
shall  be  exhibited  to  them  for  allowance,  for  services  done 
in  pursuance  of  any  resolve  or  order  of  the  General  Court, 
provided  such  accounts  be  properly  vouched  and  authenti- 
cated ;  and  the  doings  of  the  said  committee,  agreeably  to 
any  vote  or  resolve  of  the  General  Court  respecting  such 
accounts,  or  any  three  of  the  committee,  who  are  hereby 
constituted  a  quorum,  shall  be  valid,  as  well  during  the 
recess  as  the  sitting  of  the  said  Court. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  said  committee  shall  keep 
a  particular  record,  expressing  the  names  of  the  persons 
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whose  accounts  they  shall  allow,  the  towns  to  which  they 
belong,  for  services  done,  and  the  sums  allowed  and  paid 
to  them  respectively,  which  record  shall  be  laid  before  the 
General  Court  once  in  every  session,  for  their  inspection. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  said  connnittee,  or 
any  three  of  them,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  authorized  to  pay 
any  such  accounts  as  shall  l)e  cxhi))itcd  to  them,  that 
tippears  })roperly  vouched  and  authenticated,  as  above- 
mentioned,  and  shall  apply  to  the  General  Court  from 
time  to  time  for  money  for  that  purpose. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  above  committee 
examine  and  pass  upon  the  pay  rolls  of  such  troops  as  are 
or  may  be  raised  in  the  pay  of  this  Commonwealth.  And 
his  Excellency  the  Governor,  with  advice  of  Council,  is 
hereby  requested  to  draw  warrants  for  the  payment  of 
such  rolls  as  they  the  committee  shall  allow,  provided 
that  the  rolls  so  passed  shall  be  agreeable  to  the  resolves 
and  orders  of  the  General  Court.  June  4,  1782. 

Chapter  9. 

RESOLVE  ENTITLING  JOSHUA  GRAY  TO  A  PENSION  OF  TEN  SHIL-  nhnr)     9 
LINGS  PER  MONTH,  FROM  THE  11th  OF  OCTOBER,  1776,  TO  THE  -^' 

11th  of  APRIL,  1781. 

On  the  representation  q/'«Tohn  Lucas,  commissary  of  j)en- 
sioners,  in  favour  q/*  Joshua  Gray  : 

Resolved,  That  Joshua  Gray  be  entitled  to  a  pension 
of  ten  shillings  per  month,  from  the  11th  day  of  October, 
177H,  the  time  he  was  wounded,  until  the  11th  day  of 
April,  1781,  being  four  years  and  six  months,  and  then 
to  cease,  he  being  after  the  last  mentioned  time  fit  for 
military  duty.  June  4,  1782. 

Chapter  10. 

RESOLVE   GRANTING    FORTY-FIVE    POUNDS    TO    ROSS  AVYMAN,    QJi^^f^  \Q 
FOR  1   FOUR  POUND  CANNON  DELIVERED  IN    1775.  ^  ' 

On  the  petition  of  Ross  Wyman,  praying  for  payment 
for  1  four  pound  cannon,  which  he  delivered  to  Capt.  Fos- 
ter, of  the  Artillery  I^ark,  in  the  year  \llh,  as  set  forth 
in  his  petition. 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of 
this  Commonwealth,  the  sum  oi  forty  five  j^oiinds,  in  full 
com[)ensation  for  said  cannon.  June  5,  1782. 
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Chapter  11. 

Chap.    1 1  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF   CAPT.  THOMAS  HOVEY. 

On  the  petition  of  Capt.  Thomas  Hoyey,  prai/ing  to  be 
impoivered  to  draiv  certain  monies  out  of  the  treasury  that 
he  has  advanced  to  soldiers  under  his  command. 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  be  so  far  granted,  that  the 
Treasurer  be,  and  is  hereby  directed,  to  pay  out  of  the 
public  treasury,  to  Capt.  Thomas  Hovey,  the  sum  of 
thirty-five  pounds  three  shillings  and  three  2^ence,  upon 
his  delivering  to  the  Treasurer  the  receipts  for  the  several 
sums  set  against  the  respective  names,  in  the  annexed 
schedule,  any  law  or  resolve  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing. June  5,  1782. 

Chapter  12. 

ChaV    12  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  CAPT.  JOB  SUMNER. 

On  the  petition  of  Job  Sumner,  Ca2)tain  of  the  third 
Massachusetts  regiment  in  the  Continental  army .,  praying 
that  his  first  depreciation  note  and  also  that  the  first  dejjre- 
ciation  notes  oj  several  soldiers  {mentioned  in  a  schedide 
accompanying  said  petition)  may  he  paid  them. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  hereby  is 
directed,  to  pay  the  said  Job  /Sumner,  the  sums  due  to 
him,  and  the  soldiers  referred  to  in  his  petition,  their  first 
depreciation  notes,  together  with  the  interest,  in  orders 
or  receipts  upon  such  persons  as  the  said  Job  Suinner 
shall  name  to  him,  having  in  their  hands  monies  belong- 
ino-  to  the  Commonwealth.  June  5,  1782. 


Chap,  13 


Cliapter  13. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF    LARKIN  THORNDIKE. 

On  the  petition  q/"  Lark  in  Thorndike,  setting  forth  that 
he  has  lately  purchased  part  of  the  estate  q/Lendell  Bow- 
land,  Esq.;  an  absentee,  and  that  by  misfortunes  at  sea 
and  government s  not  paying  him  his  just  demands  on 
tJiem,  he  is  at  pi'esent  unable  to  malie  payment  for  said 
estate,  agreeable  to  his  contract,  therefore  prays  he  may 
have  the  credit  of  government  for  iour  hundred  pounds, ^or 
one  year  : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  the  sale  of  absentees 
estates  in  the  countj^  of  Essex,  be,  and  they  hereby  are 
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directed  and  impowered,  to  take  Larhin  Tliorndike^s 
proinissaiy  note  of  hand  for  the  sum  of  four  hundred 
pounds,  payable  to  the  Hon.  Henry  Gardner,  Esq. ; 
Treasurer  and  Receiver  General  of  this  Commonwealth, 
or  his  successor  in  said  office,  for  the  use  of  government, 
in  one  year  from  the  date  of  this  resolve,  with  interest  for 
the  same  till  paid,  which  shall  be  received  by  said  com- 
mittee in  part  pay  towards  said  estate,  any  law  or  resolve 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  June  5,  1782. 

Chapter  14. 

RESOLVE    ON   THE    PETITION  OF  CAPT.    AMOS    LINCOLN,    INTI-  (Jhar)     14 
TLING  HIM  AND  HIS  COMPANY  TO  THE  SAME  PRIVILEGES  AS  ^  ' 

THE  OFFICERS  AND  SOLDIERS  OF  THE  CONTINENTAL  ARMY, 
AS  FAR  AS  RESPECTS  THEIR  DEPRECIATION  NOTES  AND 
DIRECTING  THE  COMMISSARY  TO  SETTLE  WITH  SAID  COM- 
PANY, AND  ALLOW  THEM  THEIR  BACK  RATIONS. 

On  the  petition  of  Capt.  Amos  Lincoln,  praying  that  the 
officers  and  soldiers  in  his  company  may  have  their  first 
depreciation  notes  paid  them.,  also  representing  that  he  is 
taxed  for  his  poll  by  the  assessors  of  the  totvn  q/" Boston, 
ichich  he  conceives  to  he  unjust: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  said  Capt.  Lincoln  and  his  company 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  privileges  as  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  Massachusetts  line  of  the  Continental  army 
are,  as  far  as  respects  the  payment  of  their  depreciation 
notes. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  Commissary  be 
directed  to  settle  with  the  said  Capt.  Lincoln  and  officers 
under  him,  and  allow  them  their  back  rations  up  to  this 
time,  aild  continue  to  issue  them  in  future,  agreeable  to 
the  establishment  on  which  said  company  were  raised. 

June  6,  1782. 

Chapter  15. 

RESOLVE    ON    THE     MEMORIAL    OF     STEPHEN    LONGFELLOW,    (JJiaV-  15 
DIRECTING    THE  SHERIFF  OR  DEPUTY  TO  RETURN  NOT  SAT-  ^  ' 

ISFIED  THE  EXECUTION  AGAINST  THE  TOWN  OF  GORHAM, 
ISSUED  BY  THE  TREASURER  OF  THIS  COMMONWEALTH. 

On  the  memorial  of  Stephen  Longfellow. 
Resolved,  That  the  sherift'of  the  county  of  Cumberland, 
his  under  sheriff  or  deputy  be,  and  hereby  is  directed,  to 
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return  not  satisfied  the  execution  against  the  town  of 
Gorhajn,  issued  by  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth, 
on  account  of  the  deticiency  of  said  town  in  procuring  one 
of  the  quota  of  Continental  soldiers  assigned  them  by  the 
resolve  of  the  second  day  of  December,  1780  ;  that  forty 
days  from  this  time  be  allowed  for  determining  the  dispute 
between  the  said  town  and  the  town  of  Newhuryport, 
respecting  the  soldier  mentioned  in  said  memorial,  and  if 
the  said  town  shall  within  the  said  forty  days  produce  a 
certificate  from  the  muster  master,  who  may  decide  said 
dispute  that  the  said  soldier  belongs  to  the  said  town 
of  GorJimn,  and  deliver  the  same  to  the  said  Treasurer, 
then  the  Treasurer  is  hereby  directed  to  discharge  the 
said  town  of  the  sum  required  on  account  of  said  defi- 
ciency, but  if  the  town  of  Gorham  shall  neglect  to 
produce  and  deliver  such  certificate  to  the  said  Treasurer, 
within  the  space  of  time  aforesaid,  then  the  said  Treasurer 
is  hereby  directed  to  issue  alies  executions  against  said 
town  of  Gorham,  for  said  sum,  with  the  cost  of  former 
execution. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  executions  against  said 
town  of  Gorhaon  for  the  beef  taxes  be,  and  hereby  are 
directed,  to  be  stayed  for  the  space  of  two  months  from 
this  time,  any  law  or  resolve  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. June  7,1782. 


Chapter  16. 


Chap 


.16 


RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE  SELECTMEN  OF  THE  TOWN 
OF  BARNSTABLE. 

On  tJie  petition  of  the  selectmen  of  the  town  o/"  Barnstable, 
praying  that  the  whole  public  demand  of  the  Treai^urer  of 
this  Commonwealth,  on  Benjamin  Goodspeed,  constable 
for  the  toivn  q/ Barnstable,  be  paid  and  discharged  out  of 
the  m.oney  due  from  this  Commonwealth  to  the  town  of 
Barnstable, /or  the  six  months  soldiers  wages  paid  by  said 
town  in  the  year  1780  : 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  three  hundred  fifty  four 
pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  nine peiice,  due  from  the  said 
Benjamin  Goodspeed  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  said  Com- 
monwealth, be  deducted  from  the  sum  oifour  hundred  and 
eighty  four  pounds  twelve  sliillings,  due  to  the  said  town 
of  Barnstable  from  the  said  Commonwealth  :  and  the  said 
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Treasurer  is  hereby  directed  and  ordered  to  discount  the 
said  sum  due  from  the  said  Goodspeed,  out  of  the  money 
due  to  said  town  accordingly.  June  6,  1782. 


Chapter  17. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  EDWARD  MARTYN. 

On  the  jjetition  of  F^dwavd  Martyn,  j^raym^/  that  a  small 
real  estate,  given  hy  will  to  him  and  others  in  shares,  may 
be  settled  without  a  division  of  the  land,  for  reasons  men- 
tioned in  the  petition. 

Wliereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  that  a  division  of  said 
land  ivill  he  attended  ivith  considerable  loss  to  said  heirs: 
Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Judge  of  Probate  of  wills  for  the 
county  of  Worcester,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  fully  authorised 
and  empowered  to  make  a  distribution  and  settlement  of 
the  real  estate  of  Jolin  Martyn,  late  of  JVbrthborough, 
innholder,  deceased,  to  and  among  his  children,  legatees, 
in  the  same  proportions  mentioned  in  said  will,  without  a 
division  of  said  land,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  said 
deceased  had  died  intestate,  the  said  will  or  any  law  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding.  June  7,  1782. 

Chapter  18. 

RESOLVE  RELATING  TO  FIRE  ARMS  DELIVERED  BY  A  RESOLVE 
OF  THE  20th  SEPTEMBER,  1777. 

Whereas  the  General  Court,  by  a  resolve  passed  the 
20th  September,  A,  D.  1777,  directed  the  Commissary 
General  lo  furnish  the  eight  months  soldiers  with  fire  arms 
and  accoutrements,  the  same  to  be  charged  to  their  respec- 
tive toiuns,  and  to  be  paid  for  by  them,  unless  returned: 
And  whereas  in  many  instances  such  soldiers  ivere  com- 
pelled to  deliver  said  fire  arms  and  accoutrements  to  the 
keeper  of  the  Continental  stor^e,  previous  to  their  departure 
from  the  army:     Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  in  all  instances  where  it  shall  be  made 
to  appear  to  the  committee  for  settling  with  public 
defaulters,  by  sufficient  vouchers,  that  such  fire  arms  and 
accoutrements  were  delivered  to  the  keeper  of  said  stores, 
that  said  committee  be,  and  hereby  are  directed,  to  dis- 
charge such  towns  of  all  demands  for  the  same. 


Ghajp.  17 
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And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  be, 
and  hereby  are  directed,  to  deliver  to  the  committee  for 
stating  and  methodizing  public  accounts,  a  list  of  all  such 
fire  arms,  with  the  vouchers  for  the  delivery  of  the  same, 
to  the  keeper  of  the  said  stores,  in  order  that  the  same 
may  be  charoed  to  the  United  States. 

June  10,  1782. 


Chapter  19. 

Chap.   19  RESOLVE   ON  THE   PETITION  OF  THOMAS  FLYXT  AND  OTHERS. 

On  the  petition  o/" Thomas  Flynt  and  others: 

Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  with 
advice  of  Council,  be  requested  to  give  a  passport  to 
Benjamin  Broivne,  James  li^elley,  and  Thomas  Flynt, 
to  return  to  their  habitations  in  JSTova  Scotia. 

Also  Resolved,  That  the  Commissary  General  furnish 
the  said  petitioners  twelve  days  rations  for  sixty-five 
men. 

Also  Resolved,  That  the  naval  oflicer  for  the  port  of 
Salem,  inspect  all  the  letters  and  papers  they  may  carry 
with  them.  June  10,  1782. 

Chapter  30. 

Chap.    20  RESOLVE  ox  THE  PETITION  OF  EBENEZER  Ci?0S5F  DIRECTING 
-^'  THE   COMMITTEE   FOR  THE  SALE  OF  ABSENTEES  ESTATES  IN 

THE  COUNTY  OF  STFFOLA' TO  RECEIVE  CERTAIN  DEPRECIA- 
TION NOTES  OF  SAID  CROSBY. 

On  the  petition  of  Ebenezer  Crosby  praying  relief  in 
case  therein  stated. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  the  sale  of  estates  of 
absentees  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  be,  and  they  hereby 
are  empowered  and  directed,  to  receive  of  the  said  Eben- 
ezer Crosby,  certain  depreciation  notes  paid  to  him  by  the 
Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  for  services  as  surgeon 
in  the  Continental  army,  and  made  payable  on  the  first 
Day  of  March  A.  D.  1781,  so  far  as  may  be  sufficient  to 
discharge  a  certain  mortgage  executed  I)y  Joseph  Crosby, 
Esq ;  deceased,  to  Issac  Winsloiv,  Esq  ;  an  absentee, 
on  the  5th  of  August,  1768  as  security  for  the  payment 
of  one  hundred  pounds,  lawful  money,  with  interest 
thereon,  and  that  on  receipt  thereof,  the  said  committee 
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on  the  behalf  of  this  Commonwealth,  give  a  proper  and 
legal  discharge  to  the  said  Crosby,  and  cancel  the  said 
mortgage  at  the  registers  office  in  the  county  of  Suffolk, 
aforesaid.  June  10,  1782. 


Chapter  31. 

RESOLVE      ON      THE      PETITION      OF      LIEUTENANT       WILLIAM  nJtnr\     91 

ANDREWS.  ^nap.  ^1 

On  the  petition  of  Lieutenant  William  Andrews, 
Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth,  the  amount  of  the  second  depreciation 
note  belonging  to  Lieutenant  William  Andrews,  agree- 
able to  the  scale  for  adjusting  said  notes,  for  reasons  set 
forth  in  his  petition,  any  law  or  resolve  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding.  June  10,  1782. 

Chapter  33. 

RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  COMMISSARY  GENERAL  TO  PROCURE   CJiaT)     22 
CERTAIN    ARTICLES,  ON    THE    PETITION   OF  JOHN  LANE,  IN  ^ 

BEHALF  OF  THE  AMASCOGGIN  INDIANS. 

On  the  petition  q/"  John  Lane,  in  behalf  of  the  Amascog- 
gin  Indians,  praying  to  be  supplied  2vith  a  number  of 
articles. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissary  General  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  directed,  to  procure  the  following  articles  (and 
send  them  to  some  suitable  person  who  resides  near  where 
said  Indians  live,  to  be  disposed  of  to  said  Indians  at  a 
reasonable  price,  and  receive  the  pay  therefor  in  skins  or 
furrs,  which  the  Commissary  is  directed  to  receive  on 
account  of  this  Commonwealth)  viz.  two  dozen  fish  hooks, 
five  guns,  twenty-six  pounds  gun  powder,  one  hundred 
pound  buck  shot  and  musket  ball,  thirty-three  blankets, 
one  hundred  sewing  needles,  thirteen  Indian  knives,  cloth 
sufficient  for  thirteen  pair  Indian  stockings,  ten  dozen 
flints,  fourteen  yards  stuff*  for  Indian  petticoats,  twenty 
pounds  tobacco,  two  pounds  vermillion,  thirty-three  shirts 
and  shifts,  or  cloth  sufficient  to  make  them  ;  and  the 
Commissary  aforesaid  is  directed  to  deliver  such  of  the 
foregoing  articles  as  he  shall  judge  necessary,  to  the  two 
Indians  who  are  now  in  Boston. 

And  it  is  also  Resolved,  That  such  of  the  aforesaid  arti- 
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cles  as  the  Commissary  General  has  not  on  hand,  the 
Agent  for  this  Commonwealth  is  directed  to  supply,  pro- 
vided he  has  them  on  hand.  June  10^  1782. 

Chapter  23. 

Chap.    23  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE  SELECTMEN  OF  REHOBOTH, 
•'■  DIRECTING   THE    SHERIFF  OF   THE   COUNTY  OF  BRISTOL  TO 

RETURN  THE  EXECUTION  UNSATISFIED. 

071  the  jjeiition  of  the  selectmen  of  Rehoboth,  praying 
that  tlie  execution  from  the  Treasurer  of  this  Common- 
wealth, against  said  town,  for  seventeen  men,  ordered  to 
he  raised  for  filling  uj)  the  Continental  army,  agreeably  to 
a  resolve  passed  in  March  last,  be  recalled  without  cost  to 
the  said  town,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  said  petition: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Bristol  be,  and 
he  hereby  is  directed,  to  return  the  said  execution  wholly 
unsatisfied,  and  that  the  Treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth 
be  directed  not  to  issue  an  alias  execution  against  said 
town,  until  the  15th  day  of  July  next,  which  time  is  given 
to  the  said  town  of  Rehoboth  to  compleat  their  returns  of 
their  quota  of  the  men  to  be  raised  agreeal)le  to  a  resolve 
of  March  last,  for  filling  up  the  Continental  army.  And 
in  case  the  said  town  shall  make  a  regular  return  of  their 
quota  as  aforesaid,  by  the  time  abovementioned,  the  said 
town  shall  not  be  subjected  to  any  cost  on  account  of  the 
execution  aforesaid,  otherwise  shall  be  holden  to  pay  all 
the  costs  that  have  arisen  or  maj'  arise  by  reason  of  their 
neglect.  June  10, 1782. 


Chap.  24 


Chapter  24. 

RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  DELIVER  THE 
COMMISSARY  GENERAL  ALL  THE  PEARL  AND  POT  ASH  IN 
HIS  HANDS,  AND  TO  DISPOSE  OF  THE  SAME,  TOGETHER 
WITH   A  QUANTITY    OF  BEEF  AND  LEAD. 

On  the  letter  from  the  Commissary  General  to  his 
Excellency  the  Governor,  representing  his  ivant  of  sundry 
stores : 

Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  Henry  Gardner,  Esq  ;  Treas- 
urer of  this  Commonwealth,  be,  and  he  hereby  is  directed, 
to  deliver  to  Richard  Devens,  Commissary  General,  all 
the  pearl  and  potash  belonging  to  the  Commonwealth, 
now  in  his  hands,  taking  his  receipt  for  the  same. 
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Resolved,  That  Richard  Devens,  Commissary  General, 
sell,  on  the  best  terms  he  can,  all  the  pearl  and  potash 
he  shall  receive  of  the  Treasurer  aforesaid  ;  also  that  he 
sell  live  tons  of  lead,  and  between  two  and  three  hundred 
barrels  of  beef,  and  that  with  the  proceeds  he  purchase 
such  articles  for  the  Commonwealth,  as  shall  enable  him 
to  comply  with  the  orders  of  government,  he  to  be 
accountable  for  the  same.  June  10,  1782. 

Chapter  25. 

A  GRANT  OF  TWENTY-FIVE  POUNDS  TO  JOHN   BROCK.  CJiaV     25 

On  the  petition  of  J(;hn  Brock  : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  said  John  Brock, 
the  sum  of  tivevty-jive pounds,  in  order  to  support  him  in 
his  very  advanced  age.  June,  10,  1782. 


Chap.  26 


Chapter  36. 

A   GRANT  OF   SIX  THOUSAND     POUNDS,    TO    THE     COMMITTEE 
APPOINTED  FOR  ALLOWING   AND   PASSING   ACCOUNTS. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Cou7't,  that  a  sum  of  money  i^ 
necessary  to  be  appropriated  for  thepayment  of  such  account^ 
as  have  or  may  be  allowed  by  the  committee  Jor  examining 
and  passing  accounts. 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  six  thousand 
pounds  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth, 
to  the  committee  appointed  for  allowing  and  passing 
accounts,  out  of  the  monies  to  be  drawn  in  by  the  State 
tax  of  October  last ;  the  said  committee  to  be  accountable 
for  the  expenditure  of  the  money  they  shall  receive. 

June  10,  1782. 

Chapter  27. 

RESOLVE  APPOINTING  THE  HON.  INCREASE  SUMNER,  NATHAN-  fihfjj.     07 
lEL  GORHAM,  AND    SETH    WASHBURNE,   ESQ'RS.  TO   REPAIR  ^""^r'    ^* 
TO  THE  COUNTY  OF  BARNSTABLE,  FOR  THE   PURPOSE   MEN- 
TIONED  IN   A   RESOLVE   PASSED   30th   JANUARY  1782. 

Whereas  by  a  resolve  of  the  General  Court,  made  and 
passed  the  30th  day  of  January,  1782,  Noah  Goodman, 
Abner  Holden,  and  John  Fessenden,  Esq'rs.  2vere 
appointed  a  committee  to  repair  to  the  county  0/ Barnstable, 
and  view  the  circumstances  thereof,  and  hear  all  persons 
concerned,  and  report  thereon:  And  ivhereas  upon  appli- 
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cation  from  the  several  toions  in  the  county  of  Bamsttible, 
representing  the  distressful  circumstances  of  the  inJiahitants 
of  said  county  in  general  and  their  inability  to  comply 
with  the  requisitions  of  government  for  supplying  their 
quota  of  men  and  beef  for  the  Continental  army,  Febru- 
ary 2,  1782  : 

It  was  further  Resolved,  That  JSToah  Goodman,  Abner 
Holden,  and  John  Fessenden,  Esq'rs.  appointed  a  com- 
mittee b}'  the  said  resolve  of  the  30th  of  January  afore- 
said, to  go  into  the  towns  of  Yarmouth,  Haricich,  East- 
ham  and  Chatham  in  the  county  of  Barnstable,  were 
directed  to  go  into  all  the  other  towns  in  said  count}',  for 
the  purposes  mentioned  in  said  resolve,  and  make  their 
report  accordingly. 

And  whereas  the  said  Noah  Goodman,  Abner  Holden, 
and  John  Fessenden,  Esq'rs.  have  not  attended  that  ser- 
vice: Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Honorable  Increase  Sumner, 
JSfathaniel  Gorham  and  Seth  Washburne,  Esq'rs.  be  a 
committee  to  be  joined  with  such  other  person  as  the  hon- 
orable Senate  shall  see  lit  to  join,  instead  of  the  said  ^"o«7« 
Goodman,  Abner  Holden,  and  John  Fessenden,  Esq'rs. 
to  repair  to  the  county  of  Barnstable,  and  view  the  towns 
therein,  and  report  thereon,  agreeable  to  the  said  resolves, 
anything  in  the  aforesaid  resolves  notwithstanding. 

June  11^1782. 


Chap.  28 


Chapter  28. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE   PETITION  OF  XATHAXIEL   GLOVER. 

On  the  petition  of  Nathaniel  Glover  : 

Resolved,  That  the  resolve  of  the  General  Court  of  the 
sixth  of  May  last,  empowering  the  said  Nathaniel  Glover 
to  bring  an  action  against  Ephraim  and  Josiah  Bacon, 
for  obtaining  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  due  on  a 
bond  given  to  John  Simpson  be  and  hereby  is  repealed  and 
rendered  of  no  effect.  Further  Resolved,  that  the  said 
Nathaniel  Glover  be  and  he  hereby  is  empowered  to  bring 
an  action  in  his  own  name  against  Ephraim  and  Josiah 
Bacon  for  obtaining  the  payment  of  a  sura  of  money  due 
on  their  bond  given  to  Jonathan  Simpson  for  one  hundred 
pounds,  and  to  pursue  the  same  action  to  final  judgment 
and  execution,  any  law  or  usage  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. June  11,  1782. 
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Chapter  29. 


ESTABLISHMENT  FOR   THE    STAFF    AND  (JJiaj)     29 

lND   commissioned    officers,    who         ^  ' 


RESOLVE   MAKING  AN  Es 
FIELD      OFFICERS      AN] 
MARCHED   IN  THE    ALARM    IN    OCTOBER    LAST,    FROM    THE 
COUNTY    OF   BERKSHIRE. 


Resolved,  That  all  staff  and  field  officers,  and  commis- 
sioned officers,  commanding  companies  who  marched  on 
the  alarm  in  October  last,  from  the  countj^  of  Berkshire, 
b}'  order  of  General  Fellows,  make  up  their  rolls  for 
allowance,  agreeable  to  the  Continental  establishment,  for 
themselves  and  companies,  and  that  said  rolls,  after  being 
examined  and  allowed  bv  the  committee  on  muster  rolls, 
be  paid,  and  the  same  charo-ed  to  the  Continent. 

June  11,  1782. 

Chapter  30. 

RESOLVE  AUTHORIZING  ELIZABETH  FREEMAX,  TO  MAKE  SALE  (J]ian.    30 
OF  THREE  PIECES  OF  MARSH  MENTIONED  IN  HER   PETITION.  ^  ' 

On  the  j^etition  of  Elizabeth  Freeman,  iclfe  of  Isaac 
Freeman,  of  Boston,  j>raj/inr/  that  she  maybe  enabled  to 
Qnake  sale  of  three  small  pieces  of  marsh,  belonging  to  the 
estate  of  the  said  Isaac, /or  reasons  mentioned  in  said  peti- 
tion : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  said  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  said  Ulizabeth  be,  and  hereby  is  fnlly  author- 
ized to  sell  the  abovesaid  pieces  of  marsh  on  the  best 
terms  she  can,  and  make  and  execute  a  good  and  lawful 
deed  or  deeds  of  the  said  marsh,  to  any  person  or  persons 
who  shall  purchase  the  same  and  apply  the  money  arising 
by  said  sale  to  the  purposes  mentioned  in  said  petition. 

June  13,  1782. 


Chapter  31. 

RESOLVE   ON  THE   PETITION   OF   REBEKAH  MUXRO. 

On  the  petition  q/'Rebekah  Munro,  praying  that  she  may 
receive  tlie  payment  of  monies  due  to  her  late  husband,  Capt. 
Edmund  Munro,/br  reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury, 
to  the  said  Rebekah  JIunro,  the  monies  due  upon  two  de- 
preciation notes,  which  were  given  to  her  late  husband, 
Capt.  Edmund  Munro,  and  became  payable  the  one  on 


Chap.  31 


202  1782.  — May  Session. 

the  first  day  of  March,  1781,  and  the  other  ou  the  first 
day  of  March,  1782. 

Further  Resolved,  That  the  executors  or  administrators 
of  such  officers  and  soldiers  as  have  been  slain  in  battle, 
or  have  died  in  actual  service,  be,  and  hereby  are  placed 
in  the  same  situation  for  receiving  the  payment  of  the 
depreciation  notes  given  to  such  officers  and  soldiers,  as 
they  themselves  would  be  in  were  they  still  living  and  in 
actual  service.  June  14,  1782. 


Chapter  33. 

ChaV'  32  i^EsoLVE  empowering  Nathaniel  gorham,  esq;  to  make 

^  *  SALE   OF    THE   LAND   MENTIONED   IN   HIS   PETITION. 

On  the  petition  of  Nathaniel  Gorham,  £Jsq;  praying 
for  license  to  make  sale  of  certain  lands  in  his  p)etition 
mentioned,  for  reasons  therein  set  forth: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  petitioner  be,  and  he  is  hereby  fully  empow- 
ered, to  make  sale  of  the  land  in  his  petition  mentioned, 
for  the  most  the  same  will  fetch,  and  make  and  execute  a 
good  and  lawful  deed  or  deeds  thereof  to  the  purchaser  or 
purchasers,  he  observing  the  rules  and  directions  of  the 
law  for  the  sale  of  real  estates  by  executors  and  adminis- 
trators, first  giving  security  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for 
the  county  of  Worcester,  that  the  proceeds  of  said  sale 
shall  (after  deducting  the  charge  of  sale,  and  paying  the 
deceased's  just  debts)  be  paid  to  the  deceased's  heir. 

June  13,  1782. 


Chapter  33. 

Chan     33  ^    GRANT    OF    SIXTY   POUNDS    TO    CHARLES    CUSHING,     ESQ; 
^  '  CLERK  OF  THE   JUDICIAL  COURT. 

On  the  petition  of  Charles  Gushing,  Ssq;  residing 
clerk  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court: 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  said  OJiarles 
Gushing,  the  sura  of  sixty  pounds,  in  full  compensation 
for  his  services  as  clerk  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  of 
said  Commonwealth,  from  the  6th  oi  March,  1781,  to  the 
6th  of  March  last.  June  13,  1782. 
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Chapter  34. 

RESOLVE   ON  THE  PETITION  OF  COL.    THOMAS   MARSHALL.      (JJiar).    34 

On  the  petition  of  Col.  Thomas  Marshall : 
Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be 
directed,  and  he  is  hereby  accordingly  directed,  to  receive 
of  Col.  Thomas  Marshall,  his  depreciation  note  due  in 
March,  1781,  in  part  of  what  may  be  due  from  said  Mar- 
shall to  the  committee  for  sellino-  absentees  estates  in  the 
county  oi  Middlesex.  June  15,  1782. 

Chapter  35. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  GILBERT  DEXCH,  IN  BEHALF  pjjf.^  QK 
OF  THE  TENANTS  OF  HARVARD  COLLEGE,  IN  THE  TOWNS  ^'''^W'  ^'^ 
OF  HOPKIXTOy  AND    UPTOX. 

On  the  petition  q/"  Gilbert  Dench,  in  behalf  of  the  tenants 
of  Harvard  College,  in  the  toivns  o/Hopkinton  and  Upton. 

Whereas  many  and  great  inconveniences  have  arisen  to 
the  tenants  of  lands  in  the  toivns  q/'Hopkinton  and  Upton, 
held  by  lease  from  the  trustees  appointed  by  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  to  purchase  lands ,  for  perpetuating  the  charity 
of  Edward  Hopkins,  Esq;  to  Harvard  College,  and  the 
grammar  school  in  Cambridge,  and  also  much  difficulty 
to  the  said  trustees  from  the  present  mode  of  collecting  the 
quit-rents  from  the  said  tenants:  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  for  the  term  of  seven  years  next  ensuing, 
all  the  lands  held  by  lease  from  the  trustees  aforesaid,  to- 
gether with  the  polls,  buildings  and  personal  estates  of 
the  holders  thereof,  in  the  aforesaid  towns  of  Hopkinton 
and  Upton,  shall  be  assessed  in  all  taxes  to  be  levied  on 
the  estates  and  polls  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Common- 
wealth, as  fully  and  in  the  same  manner  and  proportions, 
as  though  the  said  lands  were  held  in  fee  simple,  b}^  the 
possessors  thereof;  and  that  the  collectors  or  constables 
of  the  said  towns  be,  and  they  hereby  are  empowered  and 
directed,  to  pay  out  of  the  sums  by  them  received  for  taxes 
assessed  as  aforesaid,  such  quit-rents  as  may  from  time 
to  time  become  due  to  the  trustees  aforesaid,  into  the 
hands  of  their  Treasurer  for  the  time  being,  taking  dupli-. 
cate  receipts  for  the  same.  And  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Commonwealth  is  hereby  directed,  on  receiving  one  of 
those  duplicate  receipts,  to  discharge  the  said  constable 
or  collector  of  so  much  of  the  tax  or  taxes  committed  to 
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him  to  collect,  in  the  said  town  of  Hojihinton  or  Upton, 
on  any  general  assessment  on  the  inhabitants  of  this  Com- 
monwealth :  And  in  case  the  constables  or  collectors  of 
the  said  towns,  or  either  of  them,  shall  refuse  or  neglect 
to  pay  the  quit-rents  aforesaid,  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
said  trustees  as  aforesaid,  the  Treasurer  of  this  Common- 
wealth is  hereb}'  directed,  to  issue  his  executions  for  the 
same,  and  on  receipt  thereof,  to  pay  the  amount  of  the 
said  quit-rents  into  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  said 
trustees,  taking  duplicate  receipts  for  the  same,  one  of 
which  to  be  deposited  in  the  Secretary's  office,  any  act  or 
resolve  of  the  General  Court  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. June  17,  1782. 


Chapter  36. 

Chav    36  ^^ESOLVE  requesting  the    governor,  with    advice   of 

^  '  council,     to     remove     ABEL      DUNSMORE    AND     OTHERS 

FROM  NORTHAMPTON  GOAL,  TO  THE  GOAL  IN  BOSTON, 
AND  TO  PURSUE  VIGOROUS  MEASURES  FOR  THE  APPRE- 
HENDING OTHER  RIOTERS   IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  HAMPSHIRE. 

Whereas  Samuel  Ely,  before  the  Suj)reme  Judicial 
Court  holchn  at  Northampton,  witltin  and  for  the  county 
of  Hampshire,  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  April  last  past, 
teas  convicted  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  and  was 
thereupon  sentenced  to  confinement  for  a  term  not  yet 
elapsed :  And  luhereas  a  large  number  of  disorderly  and 
seditious  persons,  on  the  12fh  day  of  June,  current,  riot- 
ously assembled,  did  violently  breah  the  goal  in  Spring- 
field, in  the  said  county,  where  the  said  Ely  was  confined, 
and  thereupon  set  the  said  Ely  at  large,  and  jierpetrated 
many  other  great  and  dangerous  enormities,  threatening 
the  sid)version  of  the  constitution  and  the  ruin  of  our  lib- 
erties, and  Abel  Dinsmore,  Perez  Bardwell  and  Paul 
King,  are  noiv  confined  as  being  concerned  in  the  said  riot- 
ous conduct: 

Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  l)y  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  Council  be,  and  he  hereljy 
is  requested,  to  issue  his  warrant,  directed  to  the  sheriff 
of  the  said  county,  to  remove  the  said  Abel  Dinsmore, 
Perez  Bardicell,  and  Paid  King,  under  such  guard  as  the 
said  sherifl"  shall  judge  necessary,  from  the  goal  in  JVorth- 
ampton,  where  they  are  now  confined,  to  such  goal  as  in 
the  said  warrant  may  he   expressed,  there  to  remain  in 
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said  custody  until  the  said  Samuel  Ely  shall  be  returned 
to  goal,  and  until  the  said  Abel  Dinsmore,  Perez  Bard- 
well,  and  Paul  King,  shall  give  assurances  of  future  quiet 
and  peaceable  behavior ;  and  when  the  said  Samuel  Ely 
shall  be  so  returned  to  prison,  and  they  shall  give  such 
assurances,  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
Council  shall  be  and  hereby  is  empowered  and  requested, 
to  release  and  discharge  them  respectively  from  their  said 
confinement.  And  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  Council,  is  hereb}'  requested  to 
adopt  and  pursue  such  vigorous,  effectual,  and  energetic 
measures,  as  may  be  necessary  to  reduce  to  subjection, 
and  bring  to  condign  punishment,  the  authors  and  perpe- 
trators of  the  said  tumult,  and  any  person  or  persons  who 
may  oppose  the  due  execution  of  law  within  the  said 
county. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  indispensible 
duty  of  the  good  people  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  give 
their  aid  to  such  measures  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
purposes  aforesaid,  and  to  support  the  executive  authority 
herein,  with  their  lives  and  fortunes.  And  if  the  said  Ely 
shall  be  returned  to  confinement,  according  to  his  said 
sentence,  that  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  Council,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  empowered  and  requested, 
to  cause  him  the  said  Ely  to  be  removed  to  such  place  of 
safe  confinement  as  they  shall  direct,  in  some  common 
goal  within  this  Commonwealth. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  all  persons  who  have 
heretofore  aided  the  sheriff  of  the  said  county  in  support 
of  the  constitutional  authority  of  this  Commonwealth, 
and  who  shall  hereafter  aid  him  therein,  shall  be  allowed 
and  paid  a  reasonable  sum  therefor,  their  names,  together 
with  the  rank  they  respectively  hold  in  the  militia, 
together  with  the  time  and  nature  of  the  service,  being 
made  known  to  the  General  Court  b}^  the  said  sheriff. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the 
Governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby  requested,  to  make  known 
to  Elisha  Porter,  Esq  ;  the  said  sheriff,  the  high  estima- 
tion in  which  the  Assembly  hold  the  important  services 
he  has  rendered  the  government  in  the  execution  of  the 
duty  of  his  office,  in  the  time  of  danger ;  and  that  he 
request  the  said  sheriff  to  present  the  thanks  of  the  Gen- 
eral Court  to  the  well  disposed  inhabitants  of  the  said 
county,  to  whose  patriotic  exertions  the  government  is  so 
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much  indebted,  and  particularly  to  Warham  Paries,  Esq  ; 
Brigadier  of  the  said  county,  for  his  zeal  and  firmness  on 
an  occasion  so  important,  and  to  Capt.  Solomon  Allen, 
for  his  cool,  gallant  and  spirited  conduct  on  this  and 
former  emergencies.  June  17,  1782. 

Chapter  37. 

Chap.    37  RESOLVE   ON  THE   PETITION   OF  JOHN   WEBBER. 

On  the  petition  of  John  Webber,  of  Wells,  setting 
forth.  That  he  enlisted  into  the  Continental  service  for  three 
years,  in  January,  1777,  and  at  the  retreat  at  Ticonderoga^ 
ivas  captured  by  the  enemy,  and  sent  to  Quebec,  from 
thence  to  Gieat  Britain,  where  he  remained  a  jprisoner  in 
goal  until  the  15th  of  December,  1781  ;  then  being  ex- 
changed, went  to  France, /r'om  whence  he  returned  home  to 
Wells,  the  2%th  q/"  April  last — praying  he  may  be  allov:ed 
his  ivages,  &c.  until  lie  returned  home: 

liesolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  committee  for  settling  with  the  army  be» 
and  hereby  are  directed,  to  settle  with  said  Webber  to  the 
31st  of  Decetnber,  1780,  in  the  same  manner  as  they  settle 
with  other  soldiers  in  the  Continental  army  for  this  State's, 
quota,  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  United  States. 

June  20,  1782. 


Chap. 


38 


Chapter  38. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  ROBERT  ORR,  GUARDIAN  TO 
MATILDA,  STEPHEN  AND  OTHERS,  CHILDREN  OF  STEPHEN 
WHITMAN,  EMPOWERING  HIM  TO  SELL  THE  UPLAND  AND 
BUILDINGS    MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Robert  Orr,  guardian  to  Matilda, 
Stephen,  Independence  and  Mary,  children  of  Stephen 
Whitman,  deceased,  praying  for  liberty  to  sell  tJie  real 
estate  of  said  Whitman,  containing  thirty-nine  acres  of 
upland,  with  buildings  thereon,  lying  in  Bridgwater,  in 
the  county  of  Plymouth,  for  the  benefit  of  said  children, 
minors,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  his  j^etition : 

liesolved,  That  the  prayer  of  said  petitioner  be  granted, 
and  that  the  said  Robert  Orr  be,  and  he  is  hereby  empow- 
ered and  directed,  to  make  sale  of  said  thirty-nine  acres 
of  upland,  with  the  buildings  thereon,  for  the  most  it  wnll 
fetch,  and  to  make  out  and  execute  a  irood  and  lawful 
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deed  or  deeds  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers,  he  observ- 
ing the  rules  and  directions  of  hiw  for  the  sale  of  real 
estates  by  executors  and  administrators,  he  first  giving 
bonds  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of  Plym- 
outh, for  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  and  for  the  expenditure 
thereof.  June  17,  17 82. 

Chapter  39. 

RESOLVE    EMPOWERING    THE    SELECTMEN    OF    THE    TOWN    OF    Ckctp,  39 
CAMBRIDGE,  TO  MAKE   SUCH  ALTERATIONS   IN  THE  GREAT-  ^ 

BRIDGE     IN     CAMBRIDGE,     AS     SHALL    BE    THOUGHT     MOST 
BENEFICIAL  TO   THE   PUBLIC. 

On  a  representation  to  this  Court,  that  in  the  year  1775, 
at  the  request  of  the  commander  in  chief,  the  construction  of 
the  Great  Bridge  in  Cambridge,  over  Charles  River,  was 
such,  that  the  leaves  of  the  same  bridge  might  be  drawn  up 
in  a  perpendicular  direction,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 
the  access  of  the  British  army  to  the  said  toivn,  luhich  is 
now  found  very  inconvenient  to  the  adjacent  towns,  and  to 
the  public: 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of 
Cambridge  be,  and  they  are  hereby  empowered,  to  dis- 
continue the  leaves  of  the  said  liridge,  and  construct  the 
same  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  thous^ht  most  beneficial 
to  the  public.  June  17,  1782. 


Chapter  40. 


Chap.  40 


A    GRANT     OF    SIXTT-SEVEN    POUNDS     TEX      SHILLINGS     TO 
ALEXANDER     HILL. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury,  unto  Alexander  Hill,  sixty-seven  pounds 
and  ten  shillings,  in  full  for  his  service  from  the  first  day  of 
JSrovembe)\  1781,  to  the  twentieth  day  of  March,  1782, 
inclusive,  as  one  of  the  committee  for  settling  the  accounts 
of  the  late  Board  of  War.  June  18,  1782.   • 

Chapter  41. 

RESOLVE   EMPOWERING   SAMUEL   FISK,  GUARDIAN  TO  ELISHA  ChttT)'    41 
COX,   A  MINOR,  TO  -MAKE    SALE   OF  THE   LAND   MENTIONED  ^  ' 

IN   HIS   PETITION, 

On  the  petition  of  Samuel  Fisk,  guardian  for  Elisha 
Cox,  a  minor,  praying  for  liberty  to  sell  a  tract  of  land, 
for  reasons  set  forth  in  his  petition: 
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Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  his  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  he  the  said  Samuel  FisJc,  in  his  capacity  of  guar- 
dian, is  hereby  authorised  and  empowered,  to  make  sale 
of  the  said  lands,  for  the  most  the  same  will  fetch,  and  to 
make  and  execute  a  good  and  lawful  deed  or  deeds  to  the 
purchaser  or  purchasers,  he  observing  the  rules  and  direc- 
ti  'ns  of  law  for  the  sale  of  real  estates  by  executors  or 
administrators,  he  lirst  giving  bonds  to  the  Judge  of  Pro- 
bate for  the  count}^  of  Middlesex,  that  the  money  arising 
by  the  sale  shall  be  appropriated  agreeable  to  the  rules 
and  directions  of  law.  June  18,  1782. 

Chapter  42. 

Chap.  42  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  Joseph  lee  of  marblehead. 

Upon  the  petition  o/"  Joseph  Lee,  of  Marblehead,  in  the 
county  of  Essex,  merchant,  agent  for  the  estate  of  Joseph 
Hooper,  late  of  the  same  Marblehead,  gentleman,  an 
absentee : 

Resolved,  That  the  actions  mentioned  in  said  petition, 
viz.  an  action  commenced  by  Robert  Hooper,  of  the  same 
Marblehead,  Esq  ;  against  said  Joseph  Hooper,  and  an 
action  commenced  by  said  Robert  Hooper,  Robert  Hooper 
the  third,  and  Sivett  Hooper,  against  said  Josepli  Hooper, 
at  the  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas  held  at  Salem, 
within  and  for  said  county  of  Essex,  on  the  second  Tues- 
day of  July,  A.  D.  1775,  which  actions  were  re-entered 
in  that  Court  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  July  last,  agreea- 
bly to  a  former  resolve  of  the  General  Court,  and  have 
been  there  further  prosecuted  and  appealed  to  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court,  and  now  stand  continued  therein,  be  con- 
sidered as  if  the  same  had  been  commenced  against  said 
Joseph  Lee  in  his  said  capacity  of  agent,  and  had  been 
regularly  continued  from  said  term  of  July,  A.  D.  1775, 
to  the  term  of  July,  A.  D.  1781,  when  the  same  were 
re-entered  ;  and  said  agent,  in  his  said  capacity,  may 
defend  the  same  as  if  commenced  as  aforesaid,  and  the 
demand  made  in  said  actions,  and  all  other  demands 
against  said  Joseph  Hooper'' s  estate,  shall  be  liquidated 
and  adjusted  according  to  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth, 
concerning  the  estates  of  absentees,  and  the  payment  of 
debts  due  from  them  ;  and  said  agent  shall  have  advantage 
in    his  said   defence  of  all  the  laws  and  resolves  of  this 
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Commonwealth,  which  have  at  any  time  passed  concern- 
ing absentees  estates,  and  the  payment  of  debts  due  from 
them,  any  former  resolve  of  this  Court  notwithstanding. 

June  18,  1782. 

Chapter  43. 

RESOLVE   ON   THE    PETITION   OF    JONATHAN   PETTIBONE,   AD-  ChnTi     4^ 
MINISTRATOR  ON   THE   ESTATE   OF  JOSEPH   KEELER,   LATE  ^"'^r'    *^ 
OF     LANESBOROUGH,     IN     THE     COUNTY     OF     BERKSHIRE, 
DECEASED. 

On  the  petition  0/ Jonathan  Pettibone,  administrator  on 
the  estate  of  Joseph  Keeler,  late  of  Lanesborough,  in  the 
county  of  Berkshire,  deceased,  praying  for  liberty  to  ma'ke 
and  execute  a  deed  of  a  certain  lot  of  land  to  David  Bur- 
ton,/or  reasons  set  forth  'in  his  pietition  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  his  petition  be  granted, 
and  the  said  Jonathati  Pettibone,  in  his  capacity  of  admin- 
istrator, be,  and  he  is  hereby  fully  empowered,  to  make 
and  execute  a  good  and  lawful  deed  of  the  lands  in  his 
petition  mentioned,  to  David  Burton,  he  first  giving 
bonds  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of  Berk- 
shire, that  the  proceeds  of  said  sale  shall  be  applied 
agreeable  to  the  rules  and  directions  of  law. 

June  20,  1782. 

Chapter  44. 

RESOLVE   ON   THE   PETITION  OF  ELIZABETH  HALL  AND  JOHN  QJiar)     44 

FREELAND.  "' 

On  the  petition  of  Elizabeth  Hall  and  John  Freeland, 
praying  for  licence  to  make  sale  of  certain  land,  &c.  in 
their  petition  mentioned ,  for  reasons  therein  set  forth: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  petitioners  be,  and  they  are  hereby  fully 
empowered,  to  make  sale  of  said  land  and  building  in 
their  petition  mentioned,  for  the  most  the  same  will  fetch, 
and  make  and  execute  a  good  and  lawful  deed  or  deeds 
thereof  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers,  they  observing 
the  rules  and  directions  of  the  law,  for  the  sale  of  real 
estates  by  executors  and  administrators,  first  giving  secu- 
rity to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of  Middlesex, 
that  the  proceeds  of  said  sale  shall  be  applied  in  manner 
following,  viz.  the  whole  be  put  on  interest  for  the  benefit 
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of  the  widow  and  heirs  of  the  deceased,  and  the  interest 
of  one  third  part  thereof  paid  annually  to  the  deceased's 
widow,  as  dower,  the  other  two  thirds,  both  principal  and 
interest,  to  be  paid  to  the  several  heirs  in  legal  propor- 
tion, as  they  respectively  arrive  at  lawful  age,  and  the 
principal  of  that  part,  the  interest  of  which  is  assigned  to 
said  widow,  as  dower,  at  her  decease,  to  be  in  like  man- 
ner and  in  like  proportion  to  said  heirs. 

June  18,  1782. 

Chapter  45. 

CJiaV     45  I^ESOLVE     ON     THE     PETITION     OF     SAMUEL      SEWALL,    AND 
^'  ABIGAIL    HIS    WIFE. 

On  the  petition  of  Samuel  Sewall  and  Abigail  his  wife, 
'praying  for  licence  to  make  sale'Of  sundry  lots  of  land  in 
their  petition  mentioned,  for  reasons  therein  set  forth: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  said  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  as  that  the  petitioners  be,  and  hereby  are  em- 
powered, to  sell  one  lot  of  said  land,  viz.  No.  124, 
containing  about  one  hundred  acres,  and  lying  on  Pre- 
sumpscutt  river,  and  that  a  deed  of  said  lot,  executed  in 
common  form  by  said  Samuel  and  Abigail,  shall  be  valid 
and  efiectual  to  pass  the  same,  the  nonage  of  said  Abigail 
notwithstanding.  June  18,  1782. 

Chapter  46. 

ChaV'  46  i^EsoLVE  directing  col.   william  burbeck,  to  inspect 

^  '  ALL    THE    POWDER    BELONGING    TO   THIS   COMMONWEALTH, 

AND   MAKE  RETURN  TO  THE   COMMISSARY   GENERAL. 

Resolved,  That  Col.  William  Burbeck,  Inspector  of 
powder,  be,  and  he  hereby  is  directed,  to  inspect  all  the 
powder  belonging  to  this  Commonwealth,  as  soon  as  may 
be,  and  make  a  return  of  the  same  to  Richard  Devens, 
Esq ;  Commissary  General,  and  that  on  the  receipt 
thereof,  the  said  Commissary  General  be,  and  he  hereby 
is  directed,  to  get  all  the  damaged  poAvder  work'd  over 
as  soon  as  possible.  June  18,  1782. 


Chap).  47 


Chapter  47. 

RESOLVE   ON  THE   PETITION   OF   SAMUEL  HIXSON. 

On  the  petition  of  Samuel  Hixson,  guardian  to  two  of 
his  children,  viz,  Chloe  and  Zilphe,  intitled  to  an  estate  of 
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seventeen  acres  of  land  by  their  mother^  deceased,  praying 
for  liberty  to  sell  the  same  for  the  benefit  of  said  children, 
as  set  forth  in  his  jJetition  : 

JResolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  granted, 
and  that  he  the  said  Samuel  Hixson,  is  hereby  authorised 
and  impowered,  to  make  sale  of  said  land  for  the  most 
it  will  fetch,  and  to  make  and  execute  a  good  and  lawful 
deed  or  deeds  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers,  he  observ- 
ing the  rules  and  directions  of  law,  for  the  sale  of  real 
estates  by  executors  and  administrators,  he  giving  bonds 
to  the  Judge  of  Probate,  for  the  county  of  Middle- 
sex, for  the  security  of  the  proceeds  of  such  sale,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  said  children.  June  18,  1782. 

Chapter  48. 

RESOLVE   ON  THE   PETITION  OF  SETH  BARNES,  OF  YARMOUTH,  /^A^*,     AQ. 
IN  THE   PROVINCE   OF   NOVA   SCOTIA.  Kyfllip.    ^tO 

Upon  the  petition  of  Seth  Barnes,  of  Yarmouth,  in  the 
province  of  Nova  Scotia. 

Whereas  it  apjyeai^s  to  this  Court,  that  the  inhabitants 
of  Yarmouth,  in  Nova  Scotia,  have  in  a  variety  of  in- 
stances shewn  a  disposition  of  the  most  pacific  and  friendly 
tendency  to  the  subjects  of  the  United  States,  and  have  not 
taken  any  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  crovm  o/ Great  Britain, 
and  ought  to  be  held  as  in  amity  ivith  this  State: 

And  whereas  certain  j^^rsons  in  the  private  armed 
schooner  Dart,  on  the  night  of  the  26th  q/' April  last,  took 
a  schooner  loaded  with  fish,  and  owned  by  the  petitioner , 
then  lying  without  sails  in  the  harbour  of  said  Yarmouth, 
and  in  the  most  outragous  manner,  broke  into  the  house  of 
the  petitioner,  and  took  and  carried  off  a  variety  of  pro- 
erty,  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  spirit  of  their  commis- 
sion, and  to  the  dishonour  of  the  government  under  which 
they  held  their  commission. 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  said  Seth  Barnes,  be, 
and  he  hereby  is  authorized  and  empowered,  to  appear  in 
any  Maritime  Court,  and  claim  any  property  taken  as 
aforesaid,  and  to  institute  and  pursue  to  final  judgment  and 
execution,  such  suits  in  the  Courts  of  Common  Law,  as 
may  enal)le  him  to  recover  and  receive  all  such  property ; 
and  that  in  all  Courts,  w^hether  of  a  maritime  or  common 
law  jurisdiction,  he  be,  and  hereby  is  empowered,  to 
exercise  all  the  rights  and  privileges,  as  far  as  shall  respect 
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such  property,  as  fully  as  if  he  was  an  inhabitant  of  this 
Commonwealth ;  and  the  Courts  aforesaid  are  hereby 
required  and  authorised,  to  allow  him  all  the  advantages 
and  rights  of  a  paity  in  the  said  Courts,  the  same  as  if 
said  Seth  Barnes  was  a  liege  subject  of  this  Common- 
wealth, any  law  or  resolve  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

June  19,  1782. 


Chap.  49 


Chapter  49. 

RESOLVE   ON  THE   PETITION   OF   JOHN  HUNT. 

On  tJie  petition  of  John  Hunt,  setting  forth ,  That  at  an 
Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  last  held  at  Boston,  in 
and  for  the  county  o/*  Suffolk,  he  commenced  a  suit  against 
David  Ropes,  on  ivhich  the  said  David  made  default,  and 
that  judgment  by  mistake  was  thereupon  rendered  for  a  sum 
less  than  the  just  debt  or  damage: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  same  l^e  so  far  granted, 
as  that  the  judgment  and  execution  therein  mentioned  be, 
and  hereby  is  annulled  and  reversed,  and  that  the  Inferior 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  to  be  held  at  Boston,  in  and  for 
the  county  of  Suffolk,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  July 
next,  be,  and  hereby  is  authorised  and  empowered,  to 
enter  a  new  judgment  on  said  action,  and  award  execution 
thereon,  in  the  same  manner  and  form  as  if  the  same 
action  had  been  entered  at  the  said  term  ;  the  said  Ropes 
to  be  notified  thereof,  by  serving  him  with  a  copy  of  this 
resolve,  at  least  fourteen  days  before  any  further  proceed- 
ings be  had  thereon,  and  the  said  John  to  pay  the  costs 
thereof,  unless  he  recover  a  greater  sura  in  damages  than 
what  was  obtained  on  the  last  judament. 

June  20,  1782. 

Chapter  50. 

Char>    50  ^  grant  of  thirteen  pounds  and  one  penny,  to  col. 

^  '  DAVID  BREWER,  FOR  SUPPORTING   SEVERAL  INDIANS. 

The  committee  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  cause  of 
the  Indians  at  Col.  Breicer^s  not  returning  home,  have 
attended  that  service,  and  find  that  the  said  Indians  are 
indebted  to  Col.  Brewer  for  support,  and  for  a  Doctor 
for  one  of  them  while  sick  :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  Col.  David  Brewer, 
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the  sum  of  thirteen  pounds  one  penny,  in  full  for  his  sup- 
porting said  Indians,  and  the  further  sum  oi  four  pounds 
in  full  for  the  Doctor's  bill.  June  20,  1782. 

Chapter  51. 

RESOLVE   ALLOWING   PAY  TO   LEWIS   DE    MARESQUELLE,  FOR  CJidjy     5I 
THE   TIME    HE  WAS   ABSENT   IN   FRANCE.  ^  ' 

On  the  p)et{tion  q/"  Lewis  de  lsl'Ave?>qaQ\\e,  praying  tJiat 
he  may  be  alloiced  his  salary  for  the  time  that  he  2vas 
absent  in  France,  it  being  by  permission  from  the  General 
Court: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  he  be  allowed  pay  for  the  time  he  the  said 
Maresquelle  was  absent  in  France.  June  20,  1782. 

Chapter  52. 

RESOLVE  GRANTING  PAY  TO   LEVI  SHE P HARD,  ESQ;  FOR  SUN-  njjfjj^     fZO 
DRY  SERVICES.  ^nUJIJ.    0£i 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  Levi  Shephard,  Esq  ; 
by  a  note,  payable  in  the  year  1785,  the  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred and  six  p)ounds  ten  shillings  and  four  pence,  being 
the  balance  due  to  him,  for  pay  while  a  Commissary  of 
small  stores,  cloathing,  &c.  from  the  4th  day  of  June, 
Yill ,  to  the  4th  day  of  May,  1779  inclusive,  including 
his  back  rations. 

And  also  the  further  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  six- 
teen shillings  and  five  pence,  being  the  balance  which 
appears  to  be  due  to  the  said  Levi,  for  pay  and  rations 
for  Aaron  Pardy,  an  assistant  to  the  said  Levi,  from  the 
15th  of  October,  1777,  to  the  31st  March,  1779,  including 
rations  due  to  the  said  Pardy,  to  be  paid  in  the  same 
manner  as  above  mentioned. 

Also,  the  further  sum  of  seventy -five  pounds  sixteen  shil- 
lings and  four  pence,  to  be  paid  in  like  manner  as  above, 
being  the  balance  which  appears  to  be  due  to  the  said 
Levi,  for  the  service  o^  Edmund  Gale,  his  assistant,  from 
June,  1778,  to  April,  1779,  including  rations,  and  that  the 
aforesaid  sums  be  in  full  for  the  balance  due  from  this  Com- 
monwealth to  the  said  Levi,  for  himself  and  his  said  assist- 
ants, exclusive  of  a  resolve  of  the  7tli  of  October,  1779, 
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^OY  one  thousand  and  thirty  eight  pounds ^  which  sum  not 
having  been  paid  to  the  said  Levi^  the  said  hist  mentioned 
resolve  is  hereby  repealed  and  made  null  and  void. 

June  20,  1782. 

Chapter  53. 

ChaV.    53         RESOLVE   on  the   petition  of  the   town   of  BUXTON. 

On  the  petition  of  the  toion  of  Buxton,  setting  forth, 
that  there  is  a  dispute  between  said  town  of  Buxton  and 
the  town  q/"  Beverly,  about ^a  soldier  for  the  Continental 
army  on  the  requisition  of  the  '2d  of  December,  1780. 
'  Resolved,  That  the  Sherift'  of  the  county  of  York,  his 

under  Sheriff  or  Deputy,  that  has  or  may  have  an  execu- 
tion against  the  said  town  of  Buxton,  for  a  deficient  soldier 
upon  the  requisition  of  the  2d  of  December,  1780,  be,  and 
hereby  is  directed,  to  return  the  same  not  satisfied,  and  if 
the  said  town  of  Buxton  shall,  within  forty  days,  produce 
a  certificate  from  the  muster  master,  who  ma}^  determine 
the  same  that  said  soldier  belonged  to  said  Buxton,  then 
the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  is  hereby  directed, 
to  discharge  said  town  of  Buxton  from  said  deficiency, 
otherwise  to  issue  an  alias  execution  against  said  town 
therefor.  June  21 , 1 782. 


Chapter  54. 

Chai)    54  i^esolve  making  valid  the  notes  issued  by  the  treas- 
-^  *  urer,  to  pay  the  balances  due  to  the  officers  and 

SOLDIERS   of  this   STATE'S   QUOTA   OF  THE    ARMY,   SIGNED 
BY  ONE  OF  THE  COMMITTEE. 

}VIiereas  by  an  act  p)assed  the  10th  of  January,  1780, 
to  provide  for  the  security  and  "payment  of  the  bcdances  due 
to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  this  State's  quota  of  the  Con- 
tinental army,  it  is  enacted,  "That  Thomas  Dawes  and 
Richard  Crfmch,- 'Ksq'vs,  be  a  committee  to  sign  the  notes 
issued  out  by  the  Treasurer  to  pay  the  said  balances." 
A.nd  whereas  many  inconveniences  and  delays  have  ariseji, 
occasioned  by  the  sickness  or  absence  of  one  or  either  of  the 
said  comynittee,  to  remedy  which,  Resolved,  that  said  notes 
may  be  signed  by  one  of  the  said  committee  only,  and  such 
notes  so  signed,  shall  to  all  intents  and p)urposes  be  as  valid 
as  if  sig7ied  by  both.  June  21,  1782. 
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Chapter  55, 

RESOLVE   ON  THE   PETITION    OF    WILLIAM    WAR} 
ING     THE     TREASURER     TO   PAY    ' 
HIS   SECOND  DEPHECIATION    NOTE 


XER.    DIRECT-   Qhup,  55 
ING     THE     TREASURER     TO   PAY    THE    INTEREST    DUE     ON  "^ 


On  thepetition  of  Willmin  Warner,  setting  forth,  tliathy 
reason  of  great  losses  he  sustained  while  in  the  Continental 
service,  he  is  reduced  to  very  distressing  and  perplexing 
circumstances,  and  therefore  praying  for  payment  of  his 
second  dep)reciation  note,  as  some  relief  under  his  unhappy 
circumstances. 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  hereby  is  directed,  to  pay  unto  the  said  William 
Warner,  the  interest  due  on  his  second  depreciation  note, 
which  liecame  payable  last  March,  any  law  or  resolve  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding.  June  24,  1782. 


Chapter  56. 

RESOLVE   FOR    LENGTH  NING    THE     TIME    FOR    THE    SEVERAL  Qharyy     ^Q 
TOWNS    IN    THIS    COMMONWEALTH,    TO    MAKE    RETURN    OF  -^  ' 

THE  CONTINENTAL  BILLS  OF  THE   OLD   EMISSION,   INTO  THE 
SECRETARY'S    OFFICE. 

Whereas  it  appears  that  the  resolve  passed  the  first  of 
March  last,  directing  all  persons  belonging  to  this  Com- 
monivealth,  to  give  unto  the  clerh  of  their  respective  toions, 
an  account  of  the  sum  or  su7ns  of  the  Continental  bills  of 
the  old  emission,  in  their  hands,  and  directing  said  clerks 
to  transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  this  Commonivealth,  an 
account  thereof,  before  the  last  Wednesday  in  May  last, 
has  not  fully  answered  the  desired  end. 

Resolved,  That  the  time  for  making  return  of  the  sum 
or  sums  of  said  bills  that  may  still  remain  in  the  hands  of 
individuals  in  this  Commonwealth,  be,  and  is  hereby 
extended  to  the  fifteenth  day  of  September  next ;  and  that 
the  several  town  clerks  in  this  Commonwealth,  to  whom 
such  returns  may  be  made,  conform  to  the  directions  of 
said  resolve  of  March  last ;  and  the  Secretary  is  hereby 
directed  to  publish  this  resolve  in  Willis's  paper. 

June  21,  1782. 
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Chapter   57. 

Chap.  57  RESOLVE  granting  four  hundred  ninety  pounds  eight 

^  '  SHILLINGS  TQ   EDWARD   TUCKERMAN,  AND    TWO  HUNDRED 

TWENTY-SIX  POUNDS  TWELVE  SHILLINGS  TO  JOHN  JEN- 
KINS, FOR  A  QUANTITY  OF  FLOUR  DELIVERED  FOR  THE 
USE   OF  THE   CONTINENT. 

On  the  petition  of  Edward  Tuckerman  and  John 
Jenkins,  setting  forth,  that  they  have  lent  for  the  use  of 
the  Continent,  two  hundred  and  forty  barrels  of  four,  con- 
taining four  hundred  and  seventy-eight  hundred  weight  : 

Resolved,  That  they  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury,  the •  following  sums,  viz.  to  Edicard 
Tuckerman,  four  hundred  and  ninety  j^ounds  eight  shil- 
lings, and  to  John  Jenkins,  two  hundred  and  twenty-six 
pounds,  tivelve  shillings,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  seve7i 
hundred  and  seventeen  pounds,  in  full  for  said  flour,  which 
(aggregate)  sum  is  to  be  charged  to  the  United  States, 
and  deducted  out  of  the  first  moiety  of  the  Continental 
tax.  June  21,  1782. 


Chapter  58. 

Chap'    58  K-ESOLVE   ON  THE   PETITION   OF    JAMES    NICHOLS    AND    ANNA 
^  '  HAY,  EMPOWERING  THEM  TO   MAKE   SALE   OF  SO   MUCH    OF 

EACH  LEGATEE'S  RIGHT  IN  SAID  DECEASED'S  .REAL  ESTATE 
AS  WILL  ANSWER  THE  PURPOSE    MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  q/' James  Nicholas  and  Anna  Hay,  exec- 
utors to  the  last  ivill  and  testament  of  James  Hay,  late  of 
Stoneham,  deceased,  praying  for  licence  to  make  sale  of  so 
much  of  said  deceased's  real  estate  as  will  be  sufficient  to 
pay  his  just  debts  and  funeral  charges,  for  reasons  set  forth 
in  said  petition: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  said  petition  be  granted  ; 
and  that  the  said  petitioners  be,  and  hereby  are  fully 
empowered,  in  their  said  capacity,  to  make  sale  of  so 
much  of  each  legatee's  right  in  said  deceased's  real  estate 
as  will  amount  to  his  or- her  proportion  of  the  just  debts 
and  funeral  charges,  of  the  said  deceased's  (and  charges 
of  sale)  and  make  and  execute  a  good  and  lawful  deed  or 
deeds  thereof,  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers,  they  observ- 
ing the  rules  and  directions  of  the  law  for  the  sale  of  real 
estates  by  executors  and  administrators,  first  giving  bond 
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to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  oi  Middlesex,  that 
the  proceeds  of  said  sale  shall  be  applied  to  the  purposes 
mentioned  in  said  petition.  June  28,  1782. 


Chapter  59. 

RESOLVE   GRANTING    ONE  HUNDRED  AND  FIFTY  POUNDS  AND  (Jha'jy     59 
SEVEN     PENCE,    TO     SAMUEL     BALLARD     AND     BENJAMIN  ^  ' 

BLAKE,  FOR   INSPECTING   CLOATHING. 

On  the  j)eti(ion  q/"  Samuel  Balhird  and  Benjamin  Blake, 
praying  for  an  alloivance  for  inspecting  81,775  garments, 
for  the  United  States  of  America  : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth,  the  sum  of  o;*e  hundred  and  fifty  pounds 
and  seven  p)ence,  to  Samuel  Ballard  and  Benjamin  Blake, 
in  full  for  inspecting  81,775  garments  for  the  use  of  the 
Continental  army ;  and  that  the  same  be  charged  to  the 
United  States  of  America.  June  21,  1782. 

Chapter  60. 

RESOLVE  EMPOWERING  CALEB  DAVIS,  ESQ;  AGENT,  TO  MAKE  fljj^fj^  fif) 
SALE  OF  CLOATHING  AND  OTHER  PUBLIC  STORES  NOT  ^'''^F'  "^ 
WANTED;  AND  EMPOWERING  THE  COMMISSARY-GENERAL 
TO  SELL  A  QUANTITY  OF  BEEF  AND  GUN-POWDER;  AND 
GRANTING  SAID  AGENT  SIX  HUNDRED  POUNDS  OUT  OF 
SAID  SALES  FOR  COMPLEATING  THE  SHIP  TARTAR  FOR 
SEA. 

Upon  the  memorial  of  the  Hon.  Caleb  Davis,  ^sq; 
Agent  for  this  Commonwealth : 

Resolved,  That  he  be,  and  hereby  is  empowered  and 
directed,  to  make  sale  of  such  cloathing  and  other  public 
stores,  uot  immediately  wanted,  and  which  are  now  in 
his  possession,  in  such  manner  as  he  may  judge  most  for 
the  benelit  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Resolved  also,  That  the  Commissary  General  be,  and 
hereby  is  empowered  and  directed,  to  sell,  in  like  manner, 
one  hundred  and  fifty  barrels  of  salt  beef,  and  fifty  barrels 
of  gun  powder,  the  sums  arising  by  the  sales  of  the  articles 
mentioned  in  these  resolves,  to  be  paid  into  the  hands  of 
the  Treasurer,  said  Agent  and  Commissary  taking  dupli- 
cate receipts  therefor,  one  of  which  for  each  of  the  sums 
so  delivered  to  the  Treasurer,  to  be  lodged  in  the  Secre- 
tary's office. 
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And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be,  and 
he  is  hereby  directed,  to  pay  into  the  hands  of  Caleb 
Davis,  Esq  ;  out  of  the  money  arising  by  the  above  said 
sales,  the  sum  of  six  himdred  pounds,  by  him  to  be  applied 
to  the  purpose  of  compleating  the  ship  Tartar  for  sea  ; 
the  said  Davis  to  be  accountajile  ;  and  the  remainder  of 
the  money  to  be  applied  to  such  purposes  as  the  General 
Court  shall  hereafter  order.  June  24,  17 82. 

Chapter  61. 

CJiar>'  61  RESOLVE  intitling  john  duncan  to  one-third  pay  from 

^  '  JANUARY  1776. 

Upon  the  representation  of  John  Lucas,  Commissary 
of  pensioners,  in  behalf  of  John  Duncan,  a  soldier  in 
Col.  Doolittle's  regiment,  in  Adam  Wheeler's  company, 
who  ivas  wounded  in  his  ai'm  in  the  battle  of  Bunker-Hill, 
on  the  nth  o/June,  1775,  which  renders  him  unable  to  get 
his  livelyhood : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  John  Duncan  be  intitled  to 
one-third  part  of  pay  from  January  1,  1776,  and  till  he 
shall  be  fit  for  service.  June  22,  1782. 

Chapter  62. 

Char)    62  resolve  on  the  petition  of  kathbrine  wendell,  per- 

^'  HITTING   HER  TO   CONTINUE   ON   THE  ESTATE   MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Katherine  Wendell,  praying  that  she 
may  be  permitted  to  continue  on  the  estate  formerly  belong- 
ing to  William  Brattle,  liJsq;  at  Cambridge  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted  ; 
and  that  she  be,  and  hereby  is  permitted  to  continue  on 
said  estate,  till  the  further  order  of  the  General  Court. 

June  22,  1782. 

Chapter  63. 

Chap.    63  RESOLVE   ON  THE    PETITION   OF  JACOB  DAVIS. 

On  the  petition  of  Jacob  Davis  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  his  petition  be  granted ; 
and  that  Richard  Devens,  Esq  ;  Commissary-General,  be, 
and  hereby  is  directed,  to  receive  of  Jacob  Davis,  one 
hundred  and  forty  four  p)Ounds  m  certificates,  in  discharge 
of  the  debt  mentioned  ;  he  the  said  Richard  to  be  account- 
able for  the  same.  June  24,  1782. 
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Chapter  64. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE  ASSESSORS  OF  THE   TOWN  ChaiJ     64 
OF  DIG  ETON.  ^  ' 

On  the  petition  of  the  assessors  of  the  town  of  Digliton, 
j)raying  that  the  Treasurer's  executions  against  said  town, 
for  the  monies  it  is  charged  ivith,  by  reason  of  its  neglect- 
ing seasonably  to  jjrocwe  and  deliver  tioo  Continental 
soldiers  to  the  snjjerintendent  for  the  county  q/" Bristol,  may 
be  stayed;  and  said  toicn  discharged  of  the  same  for  rea- 
sons mentioned  in  said  petition.  And  tchereas  it  appears 
to  this  Court  that  said  soldiers  were  enlisted  and  mustered 
before  the  20th  day  of  December  last,  but  through  the 
inattention  of  said  assessors,  icere  not  timely  delivered  to 
said  sup)erintendent  and  properly  receipted  for  : 

Resolved,  That  the  executions  of  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Commonwealth  aforesaid,  for  said  monies,  be  stayed  ;  and 
said  town  of  Dighton  be  discharged  thereof,  paying  such 
charges  and  costs  as  have  arisen  thereon.  And  the  Treas- 
urer of  this  Commonwealth,  and  the  Sherift' of  said  county 
of  Bristol,  are  hereby  directed  to  receipt  said  town  accord- 
ingly. June  24,  1782. 

Chapter  65. 

RESOLVE   ON  THE    PETITION    OF    TIMOTHY  LYMAN,   GRANTING  nhrjl)     65 
HIM  SIX  POUXDS  NINE  SHILLINGS.  KyllU^.    \JO 

On  the  petition  of  Timothy  Lyman,  setting  forth.  That 
he  was  employed  by  Elisha  Porter,  TJsq;  sheriff  of  the 
county  of  Hampshire,  to  bring  certain  letters  from  the  said 
sheriff  and  Brigadier  General  Parks,  to  his  Excellency 
the  Governor,  and  praying  alloivance  for  his  time  and 
expences  : 

Resolted,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury,  to  the  aforesaid  Timothy  Lyman,  the 
sum  of  six  pounds  nine  shillings,  in  full  for  his  time  and 
expences  in  performing  the  business,  as  set  forth  in  said 
petition.  June  24,  1782. 

Chapter  66. 

RESOLVE  EMPOWERING    GIDEON   BURT,   OF    SPRINGFIELD,   TO  (JJiay)     gg 
MAKE  SALE  OF  THE  ESTATE  MENTIONED  IN  HIS  PETITION.  ^  * 

On  the  petition  of  Gideon  Burt,  of  Springfield,  in  the 
county  of  Hampshire,  guardian  to  Electa  Allis,  a  7ninory 
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praying  for  liherty  to  sell  a  lot  of  common  and  undivided 
land,  lying  in  West  Springlield,  in  the  county  of  Hamp- 
shire,/or  reasons  in  his  petition  mentioned: 

liesolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  petitioner,  Gideon  Burt,  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
empowered,  to  make  sale  of  the  estate  mentioned  in 
his  petition,  and  to  make  and  execute  good  and  sufficient 
deed  or  deeds  to  the  [)urchaser  or  purchasers,  he  first  giv- 
ing bonds  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of 
Hampshire,  that  the  proceeds  of  said  sale  shall  be  paid  to  the 
said  Electa,  when  she  comes  to  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
in  case  she  arrives  to  that  age,  otherwise  that  the  same 
shall  be  paid  to  the  heirs  at  law  of  the  said  Electa,  in  the 
same  proportion  as  the  said  estate  Avould  have  descended 
if  no  sale  thereof  had  been  made.  June  24,  1782. 

Chapter  67. 

Chan    67  resolve  on  the  petition  of  bethvel  baker,  in  behalf 

"*  OF  HIMSELF  AND  OTHERS,  BELONGING  TO  THE  CLASS  IN  THE 

TOWN  OF  LANESBOROUGH. 

On  the  petition  of  Bethuel  Baker,  in  behalf  of  himself 
and  others,  belonging  to  the  class  in  the  town  of  Lanes- 
borough,  setting  forth  that  said  class,  agreeable  to  the 
resolve  of  the  Gener'al  Court,  of  T)ecemheY  2,nS0,pro- 
cured  a  man  during  the  war  for  the  Continental  army, 
which  man  is  noiv  in  actual  service;  notioithstanding  said 
class  is  fined  for  a  deficiency  of  a  man: 

Resolved,  That  Bethuel  Baker,  and  others,  belonging 
to  said  class,  be,  and  hereby  are  released  and  acquitted 
from  said  tine ;  and  the  execution  issued  against  the 
assessors  of  the  town  of  Lanesborough,  for  the  deficiency 
of  a  man  in  said  Baker's  class,  be  discharged  and  con- 
sidered as  fully  satisfied,  the  petitioners  paying  the  cost 
that  hath  arisen  thereon,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  said 
petition.  June  24,1782. 

Chapter  68. 

Chan    68  i^^solve  on  the  petition  of  Joseph  trumbull,  of  worces- 
-^  ter,  empowering  the  committee    for    the  sale   of 

confiscated  estates  in  said  county,  to  sell  and  con- 
vey the  moiety  of  the  shop  mentioned. 

On   the  petition    of  Joseph   TrumljuU,    of  Worcester, 
praying  that  the  committee  for  the  sale  of  confiscated  estates 
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in  the  county  of  "Worcester,  may  he  emjyowered  to  sell  and 
convey  to  Mm,  one  moiety  of  a  shoj),  situated  in  Worces- 
ter, in  said  county,  mentioned  in  said  petition  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  said  i)etition  be  granted, 
and  that  JoJin  Fessenden,  Caleb  Ammidoivn,  and  Jona- 
than Warner,  Esq'rs.  the  committee  aforesaid,  be  empow- 
ered and  directed  to  sell  and  convey,  for  a  reasonable 
price,  the  moiet}'  of  said  shop,  formerly  the  property  of 
Dr.  William,  Paine,  to  said  Joseph,  and  a  good  and  suffi- 
cient deed  thereof,  in  fee,  to  make  and  execute  to  him, 
and  the  monies  from  thence  arising  to  account  for,  as  for 
other  monies  arising  from  the  sale  of  confiscated  estates  ; 
in  said  county.  June  24,  1782. 

Chapter  69. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF   RICHARD  DEVENS,  ESQ.  ChciTf.  69 

On  the  petition  of  Richard  Devens,  Esq. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  appointed  for  the  sale 
of  the  estates  of  conspirators  and  absentees,  within  the 
county  of  Suffolk,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  directed  to 
cause  the  estate  in  the  town  of  Boston,  late  the  property 
of  ^Margaret  Draper,  an  absentee,  now  in  the  occupation 
of  the  said  Richard  Devens,  Esq  ;  by  special  order  of 
government,  to  be  appraised  by  three  disinterested,  judi- 
cious freeholders,  under  oath  ;  and  that  they  give  a  good 
and  sufficient  deed  of  the  premises,  in  fee,  to  the  said 
Devens,  at  the  appraised  value,  upon  his  paying  to  the 
said  committee  a  sum  in  specie  adequate  to  the  payment 
of  such  debts  as  shall  be  certified  to  them,  by  the  Judge 
of  Probate  for  the  county  aforesaid,  to  l)e  due  from  the 
said  estate ;  and  in  case  the  appraised  value  thereof  shall 
exceed  t^ie  said  debts,  the  balance  in  such  government 
securities  as  were  given  to  him  for  monies,  loaned  by  him 
for  the  use  of  government.  June  24,  1782. 

Chapter  70. 

RESOLVE  EMPOW^ERIXG  PiJrZ)£.VC£  GILBERT,  OF  BROOKFIELD,   (JJi^p^    70 
TO  MAKE  SALE  OF  THE  LAND  MENTIONED.  ■^' 

On  the  petition  of  Prudence  Gilbert  of  Brookfield,  in 
the  county  of  Worcester,  prayiny  for  liberty  to  make  sale 
of  a  small  tract  of  land  lying  in  Brookfield  aforesaid,  for 
reasonx  set  fort  Ji  in  her  petition: 
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Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted ; 
and  that  the  said  Prudence  Gilbert,  in  her  said  capacity 
of  guardian,  is  hereby  fully  authorised  and  empowered  to 
make  sale  of  the  lands  in  her  petition  mentioned,  for  the 
most  the  same  will  fetch  ;  and  to  make  and  execute  a  good 
and  sufficient  deed  or  deeds  of  the  same  to  the  purchaser 
or  purchasers  ;  she  observing  the  rules  and  directions  of 
law  for  the  sale  of  real  estates  by  executors  or  administra- 
tors, and  giving  bonds  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the 
county  of  Worcester,  that  the  proceeds  of  said  sales  shall 
be  laid  out  in  purchasing  real  estate,  which,  when  pur- 
chased, shall  be  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  widow  and 
heirs  at  law  of  Jedediah  Gilbert,  jun.  late  of  Brookfield, 
deceased,  in  the  same  manner  and  proportion  that  they 
would  have  enjoyed  the  above  mentioned  real  estate,  if  it 
had  not  been  sold.  June  24,  1782. 

Chapter  71. 

Chap.  71  RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  SECRETARY  TO  TRANSMIT  A  COPY  OF 
A  LETTER,  DIRECTED  TO  THE  DELEGATES  OF  THIS  COMMON- 
WEALTH IN  CONGRESS,  RELATING  TO  THE  JOURNALS  OF  CON- 
GRESS. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  be,  and  hereby  is  directed, 
to  transmit  an  authentic  copy  of  the  following  letter,  to 
the  Delegates  of  this  Commonwealth  in  Congress. 
Gentlemen, 

Great  inconveniences  have  arisen  to  this  Commomoealthy 
by  reason  that  the  General  Court  has  not  been  renularly 
supplied  xvith  the  journals  of  Congress:  You  are  therefore 
hereby  directed,  to  forward  three  compleat  setts  thereof, 
directing  them  to  the  Secretary ,  for  the  use  of  the  General 
Court,  and  to  continue  to  send  them  as  they  shall  in  future 
be  printed. 

To  the  Honorable  J.  Lowell  and  8.  Osgood,  Esq'rs. 

June  24,  1782. 

Chapter  73. 

ChaV'    72  RESOLVE  on  the  PETITION  OF  NATHANIEL  PHILLIPS,  OF  MA  RSH- 

-^'  FIELD,  LIBERATING  HIM    FROM   CERTAIN   RESTRICTIONS,  HE 

TAKING  AN  OATH  OF  ALLEGIANCE  TO  THIS  COMMONWEALTH. 

On  the  petition  of  Nathaniel  Phillips  of  Marshfield, 
praying  that  he  may  be  liberated  from  certain  resirictionSy 
laid  on  him  by  the  General  Court,  in  the  year  1775  : 
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Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  said  J^athaniel  PhiJhps  he  set  at  liberty,  and 
enjoy  the  privileges  of  other  citizens  of  this  Common- 
wealth, any  resolve  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,  pro- 
vided said  Phillips  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  this 
government.  June  24, 1782. 

^  Chapter  73. 

RESOLVE   ON   THE   PETITION   OF    JOW.V    STONE    AND     fVILLIAM   Qfiaj).  73 
GROW,  OF  YORK,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  YORK,  GRANTING  EIGHT  "^  ' 

POUNDS  SEVENTEEN  SHILLINGS  AND  FOUR  PENCE,  TO  JOHN 
HOPKINS,  ESQ;  DEPUTY  COMMISSARY  GENERAL  OF  PRISON- 
ERS. 

On  the  petition  of  John  Stone  and  William  Grow,  of 
York,  in  the  county  of  Yoxls.,  praying  to  he  paid  for  sun- 
dry necessaries  delivered  a  cartel  going  from  Boston  to 
Penobscot : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth  to  John  Hopkins,  Esq  ;  Deputy  Commis- 
sary General,  for  the  use  of  the  said  John  Stone  and 
William  Groiv,  the  sum  of  eight  pounds  seventeen  shillings 
and  four  pence,  for  sundry  necessaries  delivered  a  cartel 
bound  from  Boston  to  Penobscot  as  aforesaid,  the  said 
Hopkins  to  be  accountable  for  the  same. 

June  24,  1782. 


Chapter  74. 


DECLARING    VALID    THE    DOINGS    OF    ANY    TWO     OF  (Jhai).    74 
I  OF  THE  COMMITTEES  APPOINTED  IN  THE  SEVERAL  ^  ' 


RESOLVE 
EITHER 

COUNTIES   OF  THIS  COMMONWEALTH  FOR  SALE  OF  CONSPIR- 
ATORS AND  ABSENTEES  ESTATES. 

Whereas  by  reason  of  sickness  and  other  necessary 
impediments,  it  is  frequently  impracticable  tliat  more  than 
tivo  of  the  committee  appointed  in  the  counties  of  this  Com- 
monwealth respectively ,  for  the  sale  of  estates  of  conspira- 
tors and  absentees  lying  vjithin  the  same,  shoidd  be  together 
for  tJie  purpose  of  transacting  the  business  assigned  them: 

Resolved,  That  any  two  of  either  of  the  said  committees 
be  a  quorum  for  transacting  business,  and  all  deeds  and 
releases  which  may  have  been  already  executed  by  any 
two  of  either  of  the  said  committees,  or  which  may  be  by 
them  executed  in  other  respects  conformable  to  the  laws 
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and  the  resolves  made  and  passed  for  the  regulation  of  the 
said  committees,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  considered  and 
declared  valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  though  the 
same  had  been  executed  by  the  whole  number  appointed 
as  a  committee  in  the  respective  counties  as  aforesaid. 

June  24:,  1782. 


Chapter  75. 

Chap.  75  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  juniper  barthiaume,  recol- 
lect, MISSIONARY  TO  THE  PENOBSCOT  TRIBE  OF  INDIANS. 

On  the  petition  o/"  Juniper  Barthiaume,  Recollect,  mis- 
sionary to  the  Penobscot  tribe  of  Indians. 

Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  be,  and 
he  is  hereby  requested,  with  the  advice  of  Council,  to  pro- 
vide for  and  accomodate  the  said  Juniper,  agreeably  to 
his  petition,  in  such  manner  as  shall  by  his  Excellency  be 
judged  most  proper. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  empow- 
ered, with  the  advice  of  Council,  to  draw  such  sum  of 
money  out  of  the  public  treasury  as  may  be  necessary  for 
the  purpose  aforesaid,  provided  the  sum  thus  drawn  does 
not  amount  to  more  than  the  value  of  the  wages  and  rations 
which  are  already  become  due  to  the  said  Juniper,  together 
with  the  additional  sum  of  thirty  shillings,  to  defray  the 
said  Juniper's  expences  during  his  present  stay  in  the 
Town  of  Boston.  June  26,  1782. 


Chapter  76. 

Char)    76  Resolve  on  the  petition  of  the  selectmen  of  the  towns 

^  *  OF  CHESTERFIELD  AND  GOSHEN. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  towns  o/"  Chester- 
field and  Goshen,  jyraying  that  the  one  quarter  part  of  the 
sum  set  to  the  town  of  Chesterfield,  in  the  last  valuation, 
may  be  set  to  the  town  q/"  Goshen. 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  one  quarter  part  of  the  sum  set  to  the  town 
of  Chesterfield,  in  the  last  valuation,  be  taken  from  said 
town  and  set  to  the  town  of  Goshen. 

June  26,  1782. 
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Chapter  77. 

RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  SHERIFF  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  SUFFOLK  ChuV     77 
TO  DISCHARGE  JOHN  VINCENT,  AN   INDIAN,  FROM   HIS  CON-  "' 

FINEMENT  IN  GOAL. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  that  John  Vincent,  an 
Indian,  who  is  not  a  subject  of  this  Commonivealth,  and 
who  lately  came  liither  to  transact  loith  the  said  Common- 
wealth  the  public  affairs  of  the  nation  to  ivhicJi  he  belongs, 
is  now  confined  in  the  goal  in  Boston  at  the  suit  of  a  j)ri- 
vate  person  in  violation  of  the  laiv  oj  nations. 

Hesolved,  That  the  Sherifl'  of  the  county  of  Sufolk  be, 
and  he  hereby  is  directed  and  required  forthwith  to  dis- 
charge the  said  John  Vincent  from  his  confinement  in  the 
said  goal.  Jtme  26,  1782. 


Chap.  78 


Chapter  78. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  SAMUEL  PARTRIDGE. 

On  the  petition  ff  Sanniel  Partridge,  praying  for 
remedy  against  injury  he  is  liable  to  sustain  in  consequence 
of  his  receiving  Governmental  Securities  to  the  amount  of 
twelve  hundred  and  seventy  pounds,  bearing  date  the  24,lh 
day  o/"  February,  1777,  in  jjart  ^^^y^nent  for  tivo  sJiips 
sold  to  the  board  of  war  for  the  use  of  Government ;  ivhich 
securities  according  to  the  promise  of  the  said  board,  ought 
to  have  been  dated  the  ^th  day  q/ December,  1776.  • 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be  and  he  hereby  is 
directed  to  proceed  in  the  same  manner  in  consolidating 
Governmental  securities  to  the  amount  of  twelve  hundred 
and  seventy  pounds  bearing  date  the  24th  day  of  February, 
1777,  and  given  in  favour  of  Samuel  Partridge,  as  if 
said  securities  had  been  dated  the  (3th  day  December,  1776. 

June  28,  1782. 

Chapter  79. 

RESOLVE    FOR    EXTENDING    THE     TERM    FOR    THE     SEVERAL  ChaV.    79 
CLASSES    IN    THIS    COMMONWEALTH,  BY  A  RESOLVE    OF   THE  ^  ' 

7th  OF  MARCH  LAST,  TO  MAKE  RETURNS  INTO  THE  SECRE- 
TARY'S OFFICE  AND  PERMITTING  THE  DELINQUENT  CLASSES 
TO  PROCURE  MEN  FROM  OTHER  TOWNS  AND  REQUESTING 
THE  GOVERNOR  TO  APPOINT  MILITIA  OFFICERS  IN  ANY 
DEFICIENT  REGIMENT  AND  REPEALING  A  RESOLVE  PASSED 
THE  20th  JUNE  INSTANT, 

Wliereas  by  the  resolves  of  the  General  Court  of  the  1th 
0/' March  and  the  '2Q>th  q/"  April  last,  the  several  towns  and 
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plantations  ivithin  this  Commomoealth  ivere  required  and 
directed  to  raise  their  several 2)roportions  of  the  number  of 
fifteen  hundred  men  to  sei've  in  the  Continental  army  for 
the  term  of  three  years,  or  during  the  war ;  and  it  apj^^ars 
to  this  Court  from  the  returns  made  into  the  Secretary's 
office,  that  several  classes  in  many  of  the  towns  and  planta- 
tions aforesaid,  are  still  deficient.  And  whereas  General 
Washington  has  earnestly  requested  this  Commonwealth 
immediately  to  furnish  their  quota  of  the  army  to  enable 
him  to  put  a  period  to  the  war,  and  establish  their  inde- 
pendence. And  as  these  imi^ortant  objects  cannot  be  attained 
unless  the  men  are  furnished  agreeable  to  the  GeneraVs 
request :  Therefore , 

Resolved,  That  the  time  fixed  by  the  resolves  aforesaid 
for  the  several  classes  to  furnish  their  men,  be,  and  hereby 
is  extended  to  the  fifteenth  day  of  Jidy  next,  and  the  time 
for  making  returns  into  the  Secretary's  ofiice  to  the  twen- 
tieth day  of  the  same  July,  the  time  for  committing  the 
assessment  upon  deficient  classes  to  the  Collectors  to  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  the  same  July.  And  that  the  time 
for  issuing  execution  against  delinquent  Collectors  be 
extended  to  the  fifth  day  of  August,  and  no  longer ;  at 
.  which  time  the  Treasurer  is  hereby  directed  to  issue  his 
executions  according  to  the  resolves  aforesaid. 

And  to  prevent  further  delay  and  to  facilitate  the 
raising  the  men  according  to  the  aforesaid  resolves,  It 
is  further 

Resolved,  That  the  delinquent  classes  be,  and  hereby 
are  permitted  to  procure  their  men  from  any  town  or 
plantation  within  this  Commonwealth,  provided  the  men 
so  procured  have  not  been  previously  engaged  to  serve 
for  some  other  town  or  class,  2a\y  law  or  resolve  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding.  And  that  the  militia  of  this 
Commonwealth  may  be  in  the  greatest  possible  readiness 
to  co-operate  with  General  Washington  and  our  Allies  in 
concluding  the  present  war  : 

Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  be,  and 
he  hereby  is  requested  to  appoint  militia  ofiicers  in  any 
deficient  regiment  or  counties,  and  issue  his  orders  to 
ofiicers  commanding  Brigades  within  this  Commonwealth, 
that  the}^  immediately  take  order  that  their  several  Bri- 
gades be  forthwith  equipped  in  all  respects  according  to 
the  militia  law.     And  it  is  further 

Resolved,  That  the    Secretary  be,   and    he    liereby  is 
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directed  to  publish  these  resolves  in  Willis's  news  paper : 
And  it  is  further  resolved,  that  the  resolves  of  the  20th 
of  June  instant  on  this  subject,  be,  and  are  hereby- 
repealed.  June  27,  1782. 


Chapter  80. 

RESOLVE    DIRECTING    MR.   MOSES   CHURCH  AND    MR.    THOMAS  Chci^l     80 
WILLISTON  TO  RECEIVE  A   QUANTITY  OF  BEEF  OF  OLIVER  ^'"*i^'    "'-' 
PHELPSf  ESQ;   AT   SPRINGFIELD,  AND    WEST-SPRINGFIELD, 
AND  TO  DISPOSE  OF  THE  SAME   FOR  THE  USE  OF  THIS   COM- 
MONWEALTH. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Moses  Church  and  Mr.  Thomas 
WiUiston,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  authorized  to  receive 
the  barrel  beef  belonging  to  this  state  in  the  towns  of 
^  Springjield  and  West  Springfield,  from  Oliver  Phelps, 
Esq  ;  and  to  dispose  of  the  same  in  the  best  manner  they 
can,  giving  preference  in  the  sale  to  purchasers  for  the 
use  of  the  Continental  army,  and  to  receive  therefor  any 
securities  that  will  answer  as  part  of  the  requisition  of 
Congress  for  the  present  year,  or  to  send  the  said  beef  to 
Connecticut  or  the  West  Indies,  or  any  other  place  for 
market  at  the  risque  of  this  state,  or  otherwise,  as  shall 
appear  to  them  to  be  most  prudent,  and  most  for  the 
benefit  of  this  State  :  They  the  said  Church  and  WiUiston 
to  pa}"  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  said  beef  to  the 
Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  as  soon  as  may  be. 

June  27,  1782. 

Chapter  81. 

RESOLVE   ON   THE    PETITION   OF    DAVID  STROUT,  AND   OTHER  Chan     81 
MATROSSES  OF  CAPE  ELIZABETH  AND  FALMOUTH.  '   ^  ' 

On  the j^etif ion  of  David  Strout,  and  others,  matrosses  of 
Cape  Elizabeth  and  Falmouth,  under  the  command  of 
Brigadier  General  Wadsworth  praying  that  they  may  be 
allowed  the  same  wages  as  ivere  allowed  to  the  soldiers 
under  his  command. 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  be  granted, 
and  that  the  Committee  on  pay  rolls,  be,  and  they  hereby 
are  directed  to  make  addition  to  the  pay"  rolls  already 
made  out  by  said  petitioners,  so  as  to  make  the  same 
equal  to  the  Continental  establishment  for  men  that  did 
duty  in  the  eastern  parts  of  this  Commonwealth  under 
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the  command  of  said  General  ;  agreeable  to  a  resolve  of 
the  General  Court  of  June  20th  17«0,  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  account  of  the  United  States. 

June  27,  1782. 


Chapter  83. 

ChaV'    82  RESOLVE    ON   THE    PETITION   OF   SIMON  FRYE,  IN  BEHALF   OF 
^'  THE  TOWN   OF  FRYBOUGH,  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO 

CAUSE  A  RETURN  OF  THE   EXECUTION  AGAINST 'SAID  TOWN 
FOR  DELINQUENCY  OF  MEN. 

On  the  petition  and  memorial  of  Simon  Frye  in  behalf 
of  the  town  of  Fryburgh  praying  for  relief  an  execution 
being  sent  against  the  town  of  Fryburgh  for  the  hard 
money  tax  so  called,  and  also  for  the  fines  of  two  delin- 
quent men  both  of  which  executions  appear  to  be  double 
what  they  ought  to  have  been :   Therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth, 
be,  and  he  hereby  is  directed  to  cause  the  execution 
against  the  town  of  Fryburgh  for  the  hard  money  tax 
so  called  to  be  returned  satisfied,  they  paying  one  half 
the  sum  set  against  said  town  and  the  cost  of  execution  ; 
and  the  Treasurer  is  also  directed  to  recall  the  executions 
against  said  town  for  the  tines  of  two  delinquent  men, 
said  town  of  Fryburgh  procuring  and  delivering  to  the 
Continental  officer  one  good  effective  man  within  forty 
days,  any  resolve  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

June  28^,1782. 

Chapter  83. 

ChaV     83  RESOLVE    appointing    THOMAS    CRAFTS,   ESQ;    MESSRS.  JOHN 
^  '  SIMPKIXS,    SAMUEL    RUGGLES    AND    JOHN    LOWELL    MAN- 

AGERS OF  BOSTON  LONG  WHARF  LOTTERY,  IN  THE  ROOM  OF 
JOSEPH  JACKSON,  ESQ;  AND  OTHERS,  WHO  HAVE  DECLINED. 

On  the  petition  of  Giles  Alexander,  Clerk  and  agent  to 
the  proprietors  of  long  ivharf  in  Boston,  setting  forth ,  that, 
Joseph  Jackson  Esq ;  Oliver  Wendell  Esq ;  Samuel  Aus- 
tin Esq;  and  Mr.  Henry  Hill,  icho  loere  appointed  some 
of  the  managers  of  the  Lottery  granted  in  the  year  1779, 
for  the  repair  of  said  wharf,  do  not  incline  to  continue  any 
longer  in  that  trust,  and  j^f^ciying  that  four  others  may  be 
appointed  in  their  room,  in  order  that  the  business  of  said 
Lottery  may  not  be  retarded: 


1782.  — May  Session.  229 

Resolved,  That  Joseph  Jackson,  Oliver  Wendell,  Samuel 
Austin  Esquires,  and  Mr.  Henry  Hill,  be,  and  are  hereby 
excused  from  the  further  management  thereof :  and  that 
Thomas  Crafts,  Esq  ;  Messieurs  JoJin  jSimphins,  Samuel 
Ruggles  and  John  Lowell,  be,  and  are  hereby  appointed 
to  that  trust  in  their  room,  and  invested  with  all  the 
powers,  and  subjected  to  the  same  restrictions  as  the  said 
managers  heretofore  were ;  any  law  or  resolve  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding.  June  29,  1782. 

Chapter  84. 

RESOLVE   DIRECTING  THE   TREASURER  TO   STAY    EXECUTIONS  (Jhaj).    84 
AGAINST    THE     COLLECTORS     IN    THE    COUNTIES    OF    YORK  ^  ' 

CUMBERLAND  AND  LINCOLN,  FOR  THE  BALLANCE  DUE 
UPON  THE  FIRST  MOIETY  OF  THE  TAX  OF  THREE  HUNDRED 
AND  THREE  THOUSAND  POUNDS  GRANTED  IN  OCTOBER 
LAST. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court  that  the  Counties  of 
York,  Cumberland  and  Lincoln,  are  greatly  embarrassed 
in  their  Lumber  Trade,  and  have  suffered  greatly  in  their 
fishery,  in  consequence  of  the  enemy's  i^etaining  possession 
of  Penobscot : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Com- 
monwealth be,  and  he  hereby  is  directed  to  stay  his 
executions  against  the  Collectors  in  the  aforesaid  Counties 
for  the  ballance  that  may  be  due  from  them  upon  the  first 
moiety  of  the  tax  of  th^'ee  hundred  and  three  thousand 
pounds  granted  in  October  last,  untill  the  first  day  of 
Septemher  next,  and  for  the  last  moiety  of  the  said  tax, 
untill  the  first  day  of  November  next.        June  29,  1782. 

Chapter  So. 

RESOLVE   FOR  THE   SETTLEMENT    OF  THE    ACCOUNTS    OF   THE  (Jhcip.    85 
COMMITTEES  FOR  THE   SALE   OF  ESTATES  OF  CONSPIRATORS  ■'■  ' 

AND  ABSENTEES  APPOINTING  THE  COMMITTEE  FOR  METH- 
ODIZING PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS  COMMISSIONERS  FOR  THIS  PUR- 
POSE THEN  VESTING  THEM  WITH  CERTAIN  POWERS. 

Whej^eas  if  is  necessary  that  there  shoidd  be  a  settlement 
as  early  as  possible  with  th'e  several  committees  appointed 
to  make  sale  of  the  estates  of  conspirators  and  absentees. 

Resolved,  That  John  Deming,  Peter  Boyer,  and  Stephen 
Gorham  Esquires,  the  committee  for  stating  and  meth- 
odizing the  public  accounts,  be  and  hereby  are  appointed 


230  1782.  — May  Session. 

commissioners  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  any  two  of  them 
to  be  a  quorum,  to  do,  execute,  perform  and  exercise  the 
several  powers,  trusts,  and  businesses  hereafter  particu- 
larly mentioned,  expressed,  set  forth  and  committed  to 
the  said  commissioners,  which  commissioners  shall .  as 
early  as  possible  bring  forward  an  adjustment  and  final 
settlement  with  the  several  and  respective  committees 
aforesaid,  respecting  the  negotiation  and  sale  of  the  said 
estates  of  conspirators  and  al)sentees,  and  the  payment 
disposition  and  disbursement  of  the  money  arising  from 
the  sales  of  the  said  estates  by  them  severally  made. 
And  the  said  commissioners  shall  be,  and  hereby  are 
impowered  and  authorized  to  call  before  them  the  said 
committees,  and  any  person  or  persons  belonging  to  the 
said  committees  or  either  of  them  from  time  to  time,  as 
the  said  commissioners  shall  esteem  necessary  to  know, 
investigate  and  discover  any  matter  by  the  said  commit- 
tees, or  person  or  persons  members  of  said  committees 
done  and  performed  in  the  execution  of  the  duties  assigned 
them,  and  all  their  conduct  and  management  in  conse- 
quence of  being  appointed  of  the  committees  aforesaid. 
And  that  they  call  and  bring  before  them  any  member  or 
members  of  the  said  committees,  and  that  they  examine 
the  person  or  persons  so  to  be  brought  before  them, 
respecting  their  conduct,  management  and  performance 
of  the  duties  which  have  been  devolved  on  them  in  the 
premises  ;  and  shall  examine  such  person  or  persons  by 
interrogatories  on  oath,  which  oath  the  said  commissioners 
are  hereb^'^  authorized  and  impowered  to  administer  or 
otherwise  as  they  may  think  will  tend  most  effectually  to 
discover  and  know  the  truth. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved,  That  all  or  any  of  said 
committees  shall  when  required  by  said  commissioners, 
render  an  account  under  oath  of  all  their  doings  in  the 
execution  of  their  trust  as  aforesaid. 

And  if  any  one  or  more  of  said  committees  shall  refuse 
upon  the  requisition  of  said  commissioners  to  render  an 
account  under  oath  as  aforesaid,  and  be  thereof  convict 
before  the  supreme  judicial  Court  he  shall  be  rendered 
incapable  of  holding  an_y  office  either  civil  or  military 
within  this  Commonwealth  for  a  space  not  exceeding 
seven  years.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Attorney 
General  by  information  to  lay  before  the  justices  of  the 
supreme  judicial  Court  to  be  holden  within  the  county 
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where  such  delhiquent  person  or  persons  dwell,  such  fact 
or  facts  as  may  be  transmitted  to  him  by  the  said  com- 
missioners and  the  said  justices  thereupon  shall  proceed 
to  the  trial  thereof  as  in  other  cases  is  provided  by  the 
Laws. 

And  the  said  commissioners  are  hereby  authorized  and 
impowered  in  their  names  to  commence  and  prosecute  to 
final  judgment  and  execution,  any  suit  or  action  at  law 
against  any  person  or  persons,  committee  or  committees, 
whom  they  shall  think  to  be  delinquent  in  the  premises, 
and  the  Attorney  General  is  hereby  directed  to  commence 
or  cause  to  be  commenced  such  action  or  actions  as  may 
be  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  to  justice  any 
such  delin(|uent  person  or  persons  committee  or  committees 
as  he  shall  be  requested  by  the  said  commissioners. 

And  it  is  hereby  further  Resolved,  That  the  said  com- 
missioners shall  be  and  here])y  are  impowered  to  call  and 
bring  before  them  any  person  or  persons  to  give  evidence 
in  the  premises. 

And  to  enable  the  said  commissioners  fully  to  execute 
and  perform  the  trust  hereby  committed  to  them  : 

It  is  further  Resolved,  That  they  be,  and  hereby  are 
impowered  and  authorized  to  issue  their  precepts,  that  is 
to  say  summons  in  the  first  instance,  and  if  the  same  shall 
be  ineftectual  a  capias  or  attachment  (the  said  precepts 
being  under  their  hands  and  seals)  to  summon  and  cause 
to  come  before  them  any  person  or  persons  within  this 
Commonwealth,  and  the  command  or  commands  contained 
and  expressed  in  such  precepts  shall  l)e  observed,  obeyed 
and  executed  by  the  several  sheriffs,  their  deputies  and 
constal)les  within  the  said  Commonwealth 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  said  commissioners 
shall  from  time  to  time  receive  any  balances  which  may 
be  found  in  the  hands  of  any  committee  or  committees, 
or  any  person  or  persons  belonging  to  said  committee 
or  committees,  and  shall  give  receipts  therefor,  which 
shall  be  good  vouchers  for  the  sum  or  sums  expressed 
in  such  receipts  to  the  person  or  persons,  committee  or 
committees  of  whom  received,  and  the  money  so  received, 
together  with  all  monies  to  be  received  by  the  said  com- 
missioners, shall  be  by  them  forthwith  paid  into  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  taking  proper  receipts 
therefor ;  and  the  said  commissioners  shall  whenever 
thereto  directed,  make  a  true  and  just  report  to  .the  Gen- 
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eral  Court  of  their  proceedings  in  consequence  and  by 
virtue  of  this  appointment,  and  shall  be  accountable  to 
such  agent  or  agents,  commissioner  or  commissioners, 
auditor  or  auditors,  as  the  General  Court  shall  appoint. 

July  1,  1782. 


Chap.  86 


Chap.  87 


Chap.  88 


Chapter  86. 

RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  COMMITTEE  FOR  METHODIZING  AND 
SETTLING  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS  TO  SETTLE  THE  ACCOUNTS  OF 
MESSIEURS  WALES  AND  DAVIS,  A  COMMITTEE  OF  SUPPLIES 
FOR   THE   ARMY. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  methodizing  and  set- 
tling public  accounts,  be  directed  to  receive,  examine  and 
settle  the  accounts  of  Messieurs  Wales  and  Davis,  com- 
mittee of  supplies  for  the  army,  as  soon  as  may  be,  and 
on  compleating  such  settlements  to  report  the  same  to  the 
General  Court.  And  the  aforesaid  committee  of  supplies 
are  also  directed  to  attend  tlie  committee  for  methodizing 
and  settling  public  accounts,  with  all  vouchers  and  papers 
necessary  for  the  purposes  aforesaid.         June  29,  1782. 

Chapter  87. 

RESOLVE  GRANTING  TWO  HUNDRED  THOUSAND  POUNDS  TO 
HONORABLE  JAMES  LOVELL,  ESQ;  RECEIVER  OF  THE 
CONTINENTAL  TAXES  LEVIED  AND  RAISED  WITHIN  THIS 
COMMONWEALTH. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  granted  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury  unto  the  Honorable  James  Lovell,  Esq  ; 
receiver  of  the  continental  taxes  levied  and  raised  Avithiu 
this  Commonwealth,  the  sum  of  Two  hundred  thousand 
pounds,  specie,  being  the  sum  granted  by  the  General 
Court  to  and  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  in,  and  by 
an  act  made  and  passed  at  their  session  in  February  last, 
entitled  "  An  act  for  apportioning  and  assessing  a  tax  of 
Two  hundred  thousand  pounds.  June  29,  1782. 

Chapter  88. 

RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  COMMITTEE  APPOINTED  TO  SETTLE 
WITH  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  SEQUESTRATION,  TO  PROCEED 
TO   A   FINAL   SETTLEMENT   OF  THE    BUSINESS. 

Resolved,  That  Increase  Sumner,  Lemuel  Kollock,  and 
Samuel  Henshaw,  Esq'rs,  the  committee  appointed  by 
this  Court  to  settle  with  the  committee  of  sequestration, 
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be,  and  they  are  hereby  directed,  in  the  most  speedy 
manner,  to  proceed  to  a  final  settlement  of  the  business 
of  their  commission,  and  that  they  make  report  of  their 
doings  to  this  Court,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  the  next 
session.  June  29,  1782. 

Chapter  89. 

RESOLVE     REQUESTING     HIS      EXCELLENCY     THE     GOVERNOR  QhaV.    89 
TO    TAKE     SUITABLE     MEASURES     TO     PROCURE,    ONCE     IN  ^  * 

EVERY  SIX  MONTHS,   A   REGULAR  RETURN   OF   THE   MAS&A- 
CHUSETTS  LINE   OF   THE   ARMY. 

Whereas  many  inconveniencies  and  disadvantages  have 
happened  to  this  Commomvealth,  fo7'  the  ivant  of  a  regular 
return  of  the  Massachusetts  line  of  the  army : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor 
be,  and  he  is  hereby  requested,  to  take  proper  measures 
to  procure,  once  in  every  six  months,  a  return  of  the 
Massachusetts  line  of  the  army,  specifying  the  names  of 
the  men,  the  towns  and  counties  for  which  they  are  in 
service,  the  date  of  their  inlistment,  and  the  time  for 
which  they  are  severally  inlisted,  and  the  regiment  and 
company  to  which  they  l)elong,  and  the  same  to  be  from 
time  to  time  laid  before  the  General  Assembly  for  their 
inspection.  June  29,  1782. 

Chapter  90. 

RESOLVE  FOR  CONTINUING  AN  ACTION  COMMENCED  BY^V^r/LiV   QhaV    90 
MITCHELL,   AGAINST   BRIGGS   THOMAS.  ^  ' 

Whereas  the  demand  on  lohich  an  action  was  brought 
by  Nathan  Mitchell,  against  Briggs  Thomas,  is  j^i'^lic 
jyroperty,  and  attended  with  some  peculiar  circumstances: 

Resolved,  That  the  action  commenced  by  the  said 
JSfathan  Mitchell  against  the  said  Briggs  Thomas,  at  the 
Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas  held  at  Plymouth,  within 
and  for  the  county  of  Plymouth,  on  the  second  Tuesday 
of  April  last,  be  continued  to  the  second  Tuesday  of 
October  next  ensuing ;  and  the  Justices  of  said  Court  are 
hereby  directed  to  continue  the  same  cause  accordingly. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  petitioner  notify 
the  said  JVatJian  Mi'chell  to  a|)pear  at  this  Court,  on  the 
second  AVednesday  of  the  next  sessions,  and  shew  cause, 
if  any  he  have,  why  the  prayer  of  said  petition  should 
not  be  granted.  Jidy  1,  1782. 
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Chapter  91. 

Chart-  91  RESOLVE  relative  to  pensioners. 

Whereas  many  jpersons^  by  reason  of  their  having  mf-t 
with  misfortunes  loJiile  engaged  in  public  service,  have 
become  pensioners ;  and  ivhertas  the  reason  on  which  su.cJi 
pensio7iS  were  granted,  in  some  instances  have  ceased: 

Resolved,  That  if  any  freeholder  within  this  Common- 
wealth, an  inhabitant  of  the  town  where  any  such  pen- 
sioner usually  dwells,  shall  b}^  writing  under  his  hand 
give  information  to  the  Justices  of  the  Court  of  General 
Sessions  of  the  Peace,  that  in  his  opinion  there  is  no 
reason  why  such  pension  should  be  longer  continued,  in 
every  such  case  the  said  Justices  shall  issue  a  notification 
to  such  pensioner,  of  such  allegation,  and  notify  his 
attendance  before  them,  and  the  said  Justices  shall  there- 
upon proceed  to  an  examination  thereof,  and  if  in  their 
opinion  there  is  no  reason  why  such  pension  should  be 
continued,  the  said  Justices  shall  cause  their  clerk  to 
certify  the  same  into  the  Secretary's  office,  who  is  hereby 
directed  to  lay  such  certificate  before  the  General  Court, 
as  soon  as  may  be  after  receiving  the  same. 

July  1,1782. 

Chapter  92. 

ChaV    92  I^ESOLVE   admitting   SILAS   NEWCOMB,  a  prisoner  in   J50S- 
•^  *  TON  GOAL,   TO   BAIL. 

On  the  petition  q/"  Silas  Newcomb,  now  a  prisoner  in  the 
common  goal  in  Boston,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  jiraying 
that  he  may  be  discharged  or  admitted  to  bail  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  l)e  so  far 
granted,  that  the  said  8ilas  Newcomb  be  admitted  to  l)ail  ; 
and  that  Joseph  Gardner,  Esq ;  one  of  the  Justices  of  the 
Peace  for  the  said  county,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  empow- 
ered and  directed,  to  admit  said  Silas  Newcomb  to  bail 
accordingly,  he  the  said  Silas  entering  into  recognizance 
to  this  Commonwealth,  in  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds , 
lawful  money,  with  two  sufficient  sureties,  in  the  sum  of 
five  hundred  pounds  each,  for  his  personal  appearance 
before  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  to  l)e 
holden  at  Boston,  in  said  county,  on  the  fourth  Tuesday 
of  August  next,  and  to  answer  to  such  matters  as  shall  be 
charged  against  him,  and  abide  the  judgment  thereof. 

July  1,1782. 
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Chapter  93. 

RESOLVE  ESTABLISHING  THE  PAY  OF  THE   HONORABLE   COUN-   CllCll)    03 
GIL,  SENATE  AND  HOUSE  OF   REPRESENTATIVES.  '  '  ' 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury  ()f  this  Commonwealth,  to  each  member  of 
the  honorable  Council,  the  sum  of  seven  sJillUngs  and  six 
pence  for  each  day  that  they  may  respectively  attend  in 
Council ;  and  to  each  member  of  the  honorable  Senate,  the 
sum  of  seven  shillings  per  day  that  they  respectively  attend 
in  Senate  the  present  sessions  ;  and  to  each  member  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  the  sum  of  six  shillings 
and  six  pence  for  each  day  that  they  have  Respectively 
attended  in  the  House  of  Representatives  the  present 
session :  and  that  their  travel  be  paid  in  proportion, 
according-  to  former  custom,  and  but  one  travel  be  allowed 
to  each  session  of  the  General  Court.  July  5,  1782. 

Chapter  94. 

RESOLVE     INTITLING     GEORGE    BACON,    TO    ONE-THIRD     PAY    (Jhan     94 
AS  A  SEAMAN.  ^  ' 

Upon  the  representation  of  John  Lucas,  Commissary  of 
])ensions,  in  behalf  of  George  Bacon,  on  hoard  the  Con- 
tinental ship  Warren,  Dudley  Saltonstall  Commander,  who 
was  ivounded  in  his  rigid  arm,  July,  1779. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  George  Bacon  be  intitled  to 
one  third  part  of  pay,  from  the  time  his  pay  ceased  till 
the  further  order  of  this  Court,  or  Congress. 

July  3,  1782. 

Chapter  95. 

RESOLVE   OIRECTING   THE   AGENT   FOR  THIS   COMMONWEALTH  QJinjy     95 
TO    SUPPLY     LIEUTENANT     COLONEL     JOHN    POPKIN,   WITH  ^  * 

CERTAIN  ARTICLES  OF  CLOATHING. 

On  the  representation  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Pop- 
kin,  tJiat  the  rejected  recruits  have  been  re-mustered,  and 
nine  have  been  accepted,  as  fit  for  the  Continental  army; 
and  are  detained  for  the  want  of  cloathing ;  and  requesting 
they  may  he  supplied: 

Resolved,  That  Caleb  Davis,  Esq  ;  Agent  for  this  Com- 
monwealth, be,  and  he  hereby  is  directed,  to  supply 
Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Popkin   with    nine    hats,   nine 
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shirts,  nine  frocks,  nine  pair  over-alls,  nine  pair  shoes, 
and  nine  pair  stockings,  for  the  use  of  the  aforesaid  men  ; 
and  that  the  same  be  charged  to  the  United  States. 

July  2,  1782. 

Chapter  96. 

Chap.  96  RESOLVE  authorizing  the  committee  for  settling  with 

THE  ARMY,  TO  SETTLE  THE  ACCOUNTS  OF  JONATHAN 
WARNER   AND  JOHN  ASHLEY,   ESQ'S. 

•  Resolved,  That  Samuel  Austin,  Thomas  WaJley  and 
Loammi  Baldwin,  Esq's,  the  committee  for  settling  with 
the  army,  be,  and  hereby  are  authorized  and  appointed, 
to  settle  the  accounts  of  Jonathan  Warner  and  Joh7i 
AsJiley,  Esq's  relative  to  the  monies  by  them  carried  for- 
ward to  the  army.  July  2,  1782. 

Chapter  97. 

Chan    97  i^esolve    on   the   petition   of  edward  and   hepzibah 

^  '  RAYMOND. 

On  the  petition  of  Edward  and  Hepzibah  Raymond, 
relative  to  a  judgment  of  Court  they  obtained  against  Seth 
Hey  wood,  in  the  capacity  as  administrators  on  the  estate 
o/ Jotham  Bush  : 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioners  be  directed  to  serve  the 
said  Setli  Heywood  with  an  attested  copy  of  their  said 
petition  ;  and  notify  him  to  appear  at  this  Court,  on  the 
third  Wednesday  of  its  next  sessions,  to  shew  cause,  if 
any  they  have,  why  the  prayer  of  said  petition  should  not 
be  granted  :  And  that  all  proceedings  upon  the  action  and 
judgment,  in  the  said  petition  mentioned,  l)e  stayed  in  the 
meantime.  July  2,  1782. 

Chapter  98. 

Chav    98  resolve  for  adjourning  the  court  of   general   ses- 
^  '  signs  of  the  peace,  and  inferior  court  of  common 

PLEAS,  to  be  HOLDEN  AT  GREAT-BARRINGTON,  IN  THE 
COUNTY  OF  BERKSHIRE,  TO  THE  SECOND  TUESDAY  OF 
SEPTEMBER   NEXT. 

WJiereas  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace, 
and  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  hy  law  appointed 
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to  be  holden  at  Great  Barrington,  within  and  for  the 
county  of  Berkshire,  on  the  third  Tuesday  q/"  August  next, 
ivill  be  in  a  very  busy  season  of  the  year,  and  thereby 
render  it  pecidiarly  inconvenient  for  persons  having  busi- 
ness at  said  Courts  to  attend  the  same  at  that  time: 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Court  of  General  Sessions 
of  the  Peace,  and  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  which 
by  law  is  to  be  holden  at  Great  Barrington,  within  and 
for  the  county  of  Berkshire,  on  the  third  Tuesday  of 
August  next,  be,  and  hereby  is  adjourned  to  the  second 
Tuesday  of  September  next,  then  to  be  holden  at  Great 
Barrington,  within  and  for  the  county  aforesaid  :  And 
that  all  appeals,  writs,  recognizances,  warrants,  and  other 
processes  already  issued,  taken  and  depending  in  the  said 
Courts,  or  either  of  them,  or  that  may  hereafter  be  duly 
issued,  taken  and  depending  in  said  Courts,  or  either  of 
them,  which  should  have  been  returned  or  proceeded 
upon  ;  and  all  matters  and  things  which  might  be  heard 
and  determined  by  the  said  Courts  at  Great  Barrington 
as  aforesaid,  be  valid,  and  stand  good,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  in  law  ;  and  shall  be  returned  and  proceeded 
upon,  heard  and  determined  by  the  said  Courts,  at  the 
time  appointed  by  this  resolution  for  the  holding  of  said 
Courts,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

July  2,  1782. 


Chapter  99. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JAMES   AVERY.  Chap.  99 

On  the  petition  of  James  Avery,  praying  that  the  com 
mittee  for  settling  ivith  the  army  be  directed  to  settle  with 
him  as  an  officer  in    Col.   Allan's  co7ps  in  the   eastern 
dejKirtmeni,  in  the  same  manner  as  officers  of  his  rank  in 
the  Continental  army  are  settled  loith: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  settling  with  the  army 
l)e,  and  they  are  hereby  directed,  to  settle  with  the  officers 
of  Col.  John  Allan's  corps  in  the  same  manner  as  officers 
in  the  Continental  army  are  settled  with. 

Provided  nevertheless.  That  the  said  officers  shall 
receive  Treasurer's  notes  for  the  whole  amount  of  the 
balance  that  should  be  found  due  to  them. 

July  2,  1782. 
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Chapter  100. 


ChapAOO  RESOLVE  authorizing  a 

■'  '  COUXIT   OF  HAMPSHIRE: 


COMMITTEE  TO  REPAIR  TO  THE 
AND  TO  TAKE  MEASURES  THAT 
SHALL  APPEAR  ELIGIBLE  TO  ENQUIRE  INT3  THE  GROUNDS 
OF  DISSATISFACTION:  AND  TO  REMOVE  GROUNDLESS  JEAL- 
OUSIES IN  SAID   COUNTY:    AND   REPORT. 

WJtereas  it  hath  been  represented  to  the  General  Court, 
that  an  uiieasiness  has  lately  taken  place  in  the  nu'nds  of 
some  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Hampshire  :  and 
it  is  of  importance  still  to  preserve  the  union  which  has  so 
remarkably  prevailed : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  repair  to 
the  county  of  Hampshire,  who  are  hereby  authorised  and 
directed  to  take  such  measures  as  to  them  shall  appear 
eligible  to  call  before  them  such  persons  in  the  said 
county  as  they  shall  think  proper,  to  enquire  into  the 
grounds  of  dissatisfaction  —  to  correct  misinfonnations  — 
to  remove  groundless  jealousies  :  and  to  make  report  to 
the  General  Assembly  (or  in  case  they  should  not  be 
sitting,  to  the  Governor  and  Council)  of  their  doings,  and 
what  fiirther  measures  are  necessary  to  be  taken  in  the 
premises.  July  2,  1782. 

Chapter  101. 


Chap.lOl 


RESOLVE  DIRECTEN'G  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  ACCOUNTS  TO  ALLOW 
THE  ACCOUNTS  OF  THE  SEVERAL  TOWNS  IN  THIS  COMMON- 
WEALTH, FOR  THE  SUPPLY  OF  SOLDIER'S  FAMILIES,  AGREE- 
ABLE TO  A  RESOLVE   OF  XOVEMBER   13,   17S0. 

Whereas  by  a  resolve  of  the  General  Court,  of  Novem- 
ber 13.  1780,  the  several  toicns  in  this  Commonwealth 
were  directed  to  suppAy  the  soldiers'  families,  agreeable  to 
a  former  resolve,  wherein  it  was  provided  that  said  families 
should  be  supplied  to  the  amount  of  one  half  their  wages,  at 
the  stipulated  price  of  the  articles  supplied,  they  lodging 
said  half  of  their  wages  in  the  hands  of  the  committee 
appointed  for  that  purpose:  And  as  it  is  apprehended 
that  many  towns  have  supplied  said,  soldiers''  familie-^  to  a 
much  larger  amount  than  they  were  limiled  to  by  said 
resolve,  without  receiving  any  part  of  the  wages  of  said 
soldiers,  and  have  neglected  to  exhibit  their  acr:ounls  by 
the  time  directed  in  said  resolve  of  ISth  Xovember,  1780; 
and  as  said  soldiers  are  nearly  all  now  settled  icith,  and 
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the  aUoicing  said  accounts  p:iU  he  wholly/  lost  hy  the  Com- 
momrealth :    Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  accounts  be,  and  they 
hereby  are  directed,  to  allow  such  accounts  as  were  exhib- 
ited agreeable  to  the  resolves  aforesaid,  and  no  other,  any 
law  or  resolve  to  the  contrarv  notwithstandinor. 

Jubj  2,  1762. 


Chapter  102. 

RESOLVE    ABATING   FOUR    SHILLIXGS   IN*    THE    THOUSAXD   TO  QJiaD  lO'^ 
THE   TOWX   OF  WARD,  IX  ALL   FUTUKE  TAXES   DUEIXG  THE  ^  *       " 

PRESENT  VALUATION.  AND  APPORTIONING  THE  FOUR  SHIL- 
LIXGS  ON  OTHER  TOWNS  MENTIONED. 

TThereas  it  appeal's,  that  hy  a  clerical  mistaJce  the  toicn 
q/^AVard  is  assessed  thirty-six  shillings  on  the  thousand  hy 
the  last  valuation,  when  the  proportion  on  said  town  should 
have  been  hut  thirty-one  shillings  and  eleven  pence  : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  four  shillings  on  the  thousand  * 

be  abated  said  town  of  Ward,  in  all  future  taxes  during 
the  present  valuation;  and  said  four  shillings  be  appor- 
tioned in  manner  following,  on  the  towns  in  the  county 
of  Worcester,  hereafter  named,  viz. 

On  the  town  of  Worcester,  one  shilling, 

Spencer,  one  shilling,   . 

J^eic  Braintree,  six  pence, 

Royalston ,  six  pence, 

Oakham,  six  pence ^ 

Oxford,  six  pence. 


s. 
1 

d. 
0 

1 

r» 

; 

0 
0 

6 
i3 

0 

6 

0 

6 

4 

0 

Tid^; 

2,17 

vO 

Chapter  103. 

RESOLVE   GRANTING  FORTY  POUXDS  TO  AXDRETT  HEXSHAIT,  QJ,(jjj  IQQ 
ESQ:   CLERK  OF  THE   SUPREME   JUDICIAL  COURT,  FOR  PAST  -^* 

SERVICES. 

On  the  petition  of  Andrew  Henshaw,  I^sq:  clerk  of  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court,  setting  forth,  that  in  performing 
the  duties  of  his  office  for  the  year  1781,  as  far  as  the 
month  of  May  in  that  year,  and  afterwards  untill  the  hill'^ 
of  the  new  ernission  ceased  to  circulate,  he  received  the  fees 
of  his  office  either  in  bills  of  the  old  emission,  or  iii  bills 
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of  the  different  States,  in  the  nev:  emission,  to  his  great 
loss  and  disajjj^ointment ;  and  prays  for  relief  from  this 
Court  for  his  past  services  and  losses: 

Therefore  liesolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid 
out  of  the  pul)lic  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to 
Andreiv  Henshaiv,  Esq  ;  the  sum  oi  forty  pounds,  in  full 
compensation  for  his  past  services  to  this  day,  and  the 
losses  mentioned  in  his  petition. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  this,  and  all  former 
grants  made  to  either  of  the  clerks  of  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court,  are  hereby  declared  to  be  made  from  the 
necessit}^  of  the  present  times  ;  and  ought  never  hereafter 
to  be  drawn  into  precedent ;  but  the  fees  of  that  office 
are  to  be  considered  as  the  only  emolument  annexed 
thereto.  July  4,  1782. 


Chapter  104. 

Chap.lOi  RESOLVE    ON    THE    PETITION    OF    WILLIAM    GRAY,    DIRECTING 
THE   LIBERATION   OF    WILLIAM  ARNOLD. 

On  the  petition  of  William  Gray,  of  Salem,  in  behalf 
of  William  Arnold,  a  native  q/' Providence,  in  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be 
granted,  «and  that  the  Commissary  of  Prisoners  be,  and 
he  is  hereby  impowered  and  directed  to  set  the  said 
William  Arnold  at  liberty  accordingly. 

July  3,  1782. 


Chapter  105. 

Chap.105   RESOLVE   DIRECTING   THE    COMMITTEE    FOR  METHODIZING  AC- 

'  COUNTS,    TO    EXAMINE    THE    TAX    ACT,    PASSED    SINCE    THE 

'    1st  JANUARr,    1780,   AND    TO    REPORT    A   GENERAL  ACCOUNT 

TO  THE   COMMITTEE  APPOINTED  TO  GO  INTO  THE  WESTERN 

COUNTIES. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  methodizing  the 
public  accounts,  be,  and  hereby  are  directed,  to  examine 
into  the  number  and  amount  of  the  several  tax  acts  that 
have  l)een  passed  by  the  General  Court  since  the  first 
day  of  January,  1780,  for  what  purposes  those  taxes 
were  raised,  how  the  money  has  been  applied,  and  for 
what  particular   services,   grants   or   debts   payment   has 
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been  made,  and  to  what  amount,  and  report  a  general 
account  of  the  same  to  the  committee  appointed  to  go 
into  the  western  counties  of  this  Commonwealth. 

July  3,  1782. 

Chapter  106. 

RESOLVE   ALLOWING  EXTRA   PAY  TO  THE    HON.  PRESIDENT  OF  (JJiaT)  106 
THE  SENATE,  AND  SPEAKER  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENT-  ^  ' 

ATIVES,  AND   GRANTING    THIRTY  POUNDS  TO  EACH  OF  THE 
CLERKS  OF  THE  GENERAL  COURT. 

Hesohed,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth,  to  the  Hon.  Samuel  Adams,  Esq  ;  Presi- 
dent of  the  Hon.  Senate,  the  sum  of  Jive  shillings  and 
eiglif  pence,  per  day,  over  and  above  the  pay  of  the 
members,  and  to  the  Hon.  JS'athaniel  Gorham,  Esq; 
Jive  shillings  and  eight  j)ence  per  day,  over  and  above 
the  pay  of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  that  the  sum  of  thirtij 
pounds  be  paid  to  Mr.  William  Bal:er,  jun.  clerk  of 
the  honorable  Senate;  and  thirty  pounds  to  ^Nlr.  George 
Ricliards  Minot,  clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
they  to  l)e  accountal^le.  July  3,  1782. 

Chapter  106  a.* 

HONORABLE  SAMUEL  ADAMS,  NATHANIEL  GORHAM  AND  ARTI-  pr    1  06  A 
MAS  WARD,  ESQUIRES,  APPOINTED  A  COMMITTEE  TO  REPAIR  ^ 
TO  THE   COUNTY  OF  HAMPSHIRE,  FOR  THE   PURPOSES  MEN- 
TIONED IN  THE  RESOLVE  PASSED  THE  2d  INST. 

Ordered,  That  /Samuel  Adams,  Nathaniel  Gorham  and 
Artemas  Ward,  Esquires,  be  a  committee  to  repair  to  the 
county  of  Hampshire,  for  the  purposes  expressed  in  a 
resolve  of  the  General  Court  of  the  2d  instant ;  and  report, 
as  in  the  said  resolve  is  mentioned.  July  5,  1782. 


Chapter  107. 

RESOLVE    ON    THE    PETITION    OF    THE    TOWN    OF    BEVERLY, 
RESPECTING  THEIR   VALUATION. 

On  the  petition  of  the  toivn  q/"  Beverly,  sitting  forth  that 
said  toicn  on  the  last  valuation,  icas  set  at  £10.  196-.  in  a 
thousand  pound,  considerably  above  its  due  proportion. 

Resolved,  That  sixteen  shillings  and  six  pence,  in  a 
thousand  pound,  be  deducted  from,  and  taken  off  of  the 

*  Not  numbered  in  Session  I'aruphlet. 
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town  of  Beverly,  and  apportioned  upon  the  other  towns 
in  the  county  of  Essex,  according  to  the  first  Schedule 
hereto  annexed,  agreed  on  by  said  county  :  And  that  said 
town  oi  Beverly,  instead  of  £.10.  19s.  stand  at  Ten  pounds 
two  shillings  and  six  pence,  in  a  thousand  pound,  on  said 
valuation,  and  that  the  other  towns  in  said  county  stand 
charged,  and  pay  in  all  taxes  and  assessments,  apportioned 
on  said  valuation,  accordinjr  to  the  second  Schedule, 
hereto  annexed. 


First  ScJied 

ule. 

Second  Schedule. 

£  ■ 

s. 

d.f. 

£.    s.    d.f. 

Salem, 

o' 

2 

6  1 

Salem, 

.22     4     6  1 

Danvers,     , 

0 

0 

10  f 

Dativers,     . 

.     7     6  10  1 

Newbury,   . 

u 

1 

3| 

Newbury,   . 

.11     2     3  f 

Newburyport, 

0 

1 

6| 

Newburyport, 

.  13  12     6  1 

Ipswich, 

0 

1 

5  f 

Beverly, 

.  10     2     6 

Marbleheacl, 

0 

0 

9| 

Ipswich, 

.  12  ]7     G  f 

Gloucester, . 

0 

0 

10  f 

Marblehead, 

.     7     7     9  f 

Lynn, 

0 

0 

8| 

Gloucester, 

.     7  16     2  f 

Andnver,     . 

0 

1 

2  f 

Lynn, 

.     6     7     5  f 

Jiowley, 

0 

0 

8  \ 

Andover, 

', 

.10     9     6  f 

Haverhill,  . 

0 

0 

9| 

Roivley, 

.     5  19     2  i 

Topsfeld,    . 

0 

0 

4  1 

Haverhill, 

.     6  14     9  1 

Salisbury,  . 

0 

0 

7  \ 

Topsfield, 

.     3     2  11  1 

Ahnsbury,  . 

0 

0 

6  1 

Salisbury, 

.6301 

Boxford, 

0 

0 

6  f 

Almsbury, 

.    4  13  11  1 

Bradford,  . 

0 

0 

G 

Boxford, 

.     3  18     8  1 

Methuen,     . 

0 

0 

5  i 

Bradford, 

.     4    8  11 

Wenham,    . 

0 

0 

2  ^ 

Methuen, 

.     3  15     9  1 

A[anchester, 

0 

0 

2  * 

Wenham, 

.     1  19     2 

Middlcton,  . 

0 

0 

3  1 

Manchester, 
Middleton,  . 

.13     7 
.     2  12     6  1 

£.0 

16 

6  0 

4 

£.153     0     0  0 

July  3,  1 782. 

Chapter  108. 

Chan  108  ^^esolve  directing  the  treasurer  to  issue  his  warrant 

^  '  TO  EBENEZER  TURRILL  TO  COLLECT  AND  PAY  THE   SUM  OF 

£.128  9  6  being  FOR  THE  DEFICIENCY  OF  A  CLASS  IN  THE 
TOWN  OF  LENOX,  AND  DIRECTING  EXECUTION  TO  BE  RE- 
TURNED UNSATISFIED,  AND  IN  DISCHARGING  THE  ASSESS- 
ORS. 

Whereas  it  cqjpears  that  William  Wells,  Luther  Bate- 
man  and  Stephen  Crittendon  assessor's  for  the  town  of 
Lenox  in  the  county  of  Berkshire,  for  the  year  1781,  did 
sometime  in  the  month  o/"  December  the  same  year,  make 
and  deliver  to  Ebenezer  Turrill,  then  Com^tahle  of  said 
Lenox,  a   tax  or  assessment t  on  a  class  in  said  toivn,  of 
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ivhich  Colonel  Caleb  Hyde  was  Jiead,  amoiLnting  to  the 
sum  of  One  hundred  twenty  eight  pounds  nine  shillings 
and  six  pence,  said  class  then  being  deficient  of  an  able 
bodied  effective  man  to  serve  in  the  continental  army  for 
three  years  or  during  the  war,  and  made  a  certificate  of  the 
same,  directed  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth, 
which  certificate  (by  accident)  has  failed  of  being  delivered 
to  said  treasurer.  And  whereas  the  said  treasurer  hath 
since  issued  an  execution  against  the  said  William  Wells, 
Luther  Bateman  and  Stephen  Crittendon  for  thdr  not 
assessing  the  class  aforesaid,  which  execution  is  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  sheriff  of  said  county  of  Hcrkshire,  in  force 
against  the^n. 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, be,  and  he  hereby  is  directed  to  issue  his 
warrant  to  the  said  Ebenezer  Turrill,  to  collect  and  pay 
in  to  him  or  his  successor  the  aforesaid  sum  One  hundred 
twenty  eight  pounds,  nine  shillings  and  six  pence  agree- 
able to  the  resolves  of  the  General  Court  of  the  2Uth  of 
October  1781,  for  the  collecting  and  payment  of  any  rate 
made  in  obedience  to  the  same  resolves,  saving  so  far 
as  relates  to  the  time  of  payment  to  be  made  to  the 
treasurer,  which  shall  be  on  the  first  day  of  September 
next. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  if  the  amount  of  said 
assessment  is  not  paid  into  the  treasurer  on  or  before  the 
said  first  day  oi  September  next,  then  the  Treasurer  shall  be, 
and  hereby  is  directed  and  required  to  issue  his  execution 
against  said  Ebenezer  for  the  whole  of  said  sum  or  such 
part  thereof  as  shall  then  remain  due,  returnable  in  thirty 
days  from  the  date  thereof. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved,  That  the  execution  afore- 
said be  yeturned  wholly  unsatisfyed,  &  the  said  assessors 
finally  discharged  therefrom,  they  paying  the  legal  costs 
incurred  on  the  same,  any  law  or  resolve  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding.  July  3,  1782. 


Chapter  109. 

RESOLVE  EXPRESSIVE  OF  THE  DETERMINATION  OF  THIS  COM- 
MONWEALTH TO  ADHERE  FIRMLY  TO  THE  CAUSE  OF  THE 
UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

Wliereas  the  King  of  Great  Britain  des^miring  to  effect 
the  subjugation  of  the  United  States  of  North  America  by 
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menaces  and  the  violence  of  a  cruel  and  vindictive  icar, 
entertains  the  idea  of  effecting  his  purpose  by  artfully  dis- 
seminating the  seeds  of  disunion  among  ourselves,  and 
detaching  some  of  these  United  States,  or  some  bodies  of 
men  therein  from  the  common  cause,  and  from  a  connection 
with  our  illustrious  Ally. 

Resolved  Unanimously,  That  every  idea  of  deviating 
from  the  treaty  of  the  United  States  with  his  3Iost  Chris- 
tian Majesty  in  the  smallest  article,  or  of  listning  to 
proposals  of  accommodation  with  the  Court  of  Great 
Britain  in  a  partial  and  separate  capacity,  shall  forever 
be  rejected  by  us  with  the  greatest  abhorrence  and 
detestation.  And  as  we  engaged  in  the  present  war  with 
a  solemn  determination  to  secure  if  possible  the  rich 
blessings  of  freedom  to  the  present  and  future  genera- 
tions, a  determination  which  we  are  hrmly  persuaded  was 
suitable  to  the  dignity  of  our  nature  and  the  precepts 
of  our  religion  and  which  we  therefore  reflect  on  with 
the  highest  satisfaction  :  so  we  will  persevere  in  our 
utmost  exertions  to  support  the  just  and  necessary  war 
we  are  engaged  in,  and  with  the  aid  of  that  Almighty 
and  most  merciful  Being  who  has  ever  appeared  for  us 
in  our  distress,  we  will  prosecute  the  war  with  unre- 
mitting ardor,  until  the  independence  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  fully  recognized  and  established.     July  4,  1782. 

Chapter  110. 

C%«P.110  RESOLVE    PERMITTING    SETH   BARXES    TO    RETURN    TO    TAR- 
^  '  MOUTH  IN   XOVA  SCOTIA. 

On  tJie  petition  q/'Seth  Barnes. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Seth  have,  and  he  hereby  has 
permission  to  return  to  Yarmouth  in  JS'ova  Scotia  in  any 
vessel  to  whom  a  safe  conduct  may  be  granted,  and  to 
take  with  him  one  barrel  of  flour,  one  of  rum,  and  one 
of  coflTee.  July  4,  1782. 

Chapter   111. 

ChaV  111  RESOLVE    ON    THE    MEMORIAL    OF    ABEL    WILDER,    DIRECTING 
^  ■  THE  COMMITTEE    ON  ACCOUNTS  TO  RECEIVE  THE  ACCOUNTS 

MENTIONED.  AND  TO  EXAMINE  AND  ALLOW  THE  SAME. 

On  the  memorial  o/"Abel  Wilder, ^9 ra?/^?i/7  that  the  com- 
mittee on  accounts  may  be  impowered  to  receive  the  accounts 
set  forth  in  said  memorial  for  examination  and  payment. 
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Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  accounts,  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  impowered  to  receive  the  aforesaid  accounts 
for  examination  allowance  and  payment,  any  order  or 
resolve  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.      July  4,  1 782. 


Chapter  113. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  SETH  HAYWOOD,  DIRECTING 
THE  JUSTICES  OF  THE  INFERIOR  COURT  FOR  THE  COUNTY 
OR  WORCESTER,  TO  PROCEED  IN  THE  HEARING  AND  DETER- 
MINATION OF  THE  ACTION  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Seth  Haywood,  setting  forth  that 
certain  inistal'es  had  taken  jilace  in  a  resolve  of  this  Court 
of  the  28th  of  February  last,  the  word  Wednesday  being 
twice  mentioned  by  mistake  in  the  said  resolve,  in  the  place 
of  Tuesda3\ 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  justices  of  the  inferior 
Court  of  common  pleas  for  the  county  of  Worcester,  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  proceed  in  the  hearing 
and  determination  of  the  action  in  the  said  resolve  men- 
tioned, any  mistake  or  want  of  form  in  the  said  resolve, 
or  the  proceedings  thereon  notwithstandino-. 

^Juhj4,1782. 


Chapter  113. 

RESOLVE   DIRECTING  THE   JUDGES    OF   PROBATE    TO    CALL   TO 
ACCOUNT   ALL   AGENTS   FOR   THE    ESTATES    OF    ABSENTEE 
AND  AUTHORIZING  THEM  TO  RECEIVE  SUCH  SUMS  OF  MONEY 
AS  THEY  HAVE  RECEIVED. 

Whereas  >>undry  resolves  have  passed  the  Genercd  Court 
of  this  CommomvealtJi,  calling  upon  agents  on  the  estates 
of  absentees,  to  pay  into  the  public  treasury,  all  such  sums 
of  money  xis  they  have  received  in  their  said  capacity ; 
notwithstanding  which  several  of  the  said  agents  have 
retained  large  sums  of  money  in  their  hands  to  the  present 
time,  whereby  the  Commonicealth  will  sustain  great  loss, 
unless  measures  are  adopted  to  prevent  the  same. 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  judges  of  probate  in  the 
several  counties  in  this  Commonwealth,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  directed  without  loss  of  time,  to  call  to  account 
all  persons  who  have  been  nominated  and  appointed  by 
themselves,  or  their  predecessors  in  office,  agents  for  the 
estates  of  absentees,   and   who   have   hitherto  neglected 
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fully  to  account  for,  and  pay  into  the  treasury  of  the 
Commonwealth,  the  monies  received  in  their  said  capacity, 
and  the  said  judges  of  probate  are  hereby  severally  author- 
ized and  directed  to  receive  of  the  agents  so  appointed  in 
their  respective  counties,  such  sums  of  money  as  shall  be 
equal  in  value  by  the  scale  of  depreciation,  to  the  sum's  so 
received  by  the  said  agents,  and  still  remaining  in  their 
hands,  and  transmit  the  same  as  soon  as  may  be  to  the 
treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  taking  duplicate  receipts 
therefor,  one  of  which  to  be  lodged  in  the  Secretary's 
office.  And  in.  case  any  agent  appointed  as  aforesaid, 
shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  account  with  the  judge  of  pro- 
bate, or  to  pay  to  him  the  value  in  the  manner  abovemen- 
tioned,  of  the  sums  he  has  received  in  his  said  capacity, 
such  judge  of  probate  is  hereby  directed  to  put  in  suit  the 
bond  given  by  such  agent  and  his  sureties,  and  recover 
the  balances  remaining  in  his  hands,  and  such  balance 
to  transmit  to  the  treasurer  as  aforesaid. 

And  whereas  the  agents  on  the  said  estates  were  first 
directed  to  pay  into  the  treasury  of  the  Oommomoealth, 
the  sums  by  them  respectively  received,  by  a  resolve  of  the 
General  Court  o/May  3,  1779. 

It  is  further  Resolved,  That  if  any  agent  has  still 
monies  in  his  hands,  which  he  received  in  said  capacity 
before  the  said  3d  day  of  May,  he  shall  be  holden  to  pay 
therefor  no  more  than  if  he  had  received  the  same,  on  the 
same  third  day  of  May,  any  thing  in  this  resolve  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding.  July  4,  1782. 


Chapter  114. 

Char)  114  e,esolve  directing  the  agent  for  receiving  beef  in 

^'  THE    COUNTY   OF    CUMBERLAND,  TO   DELIVER  TO  THE    COM- 

MISSARY-GENERAL  the   beef   on    HAND,  IN   ORDER  TO   BE 
DISPOSED   OF. 

Resolved,  That  the  agent  for  receiving  beef  in  the 
county  of  Cuniberland,  be,  and  he  hereby  is  directed 
to  deliver  to  the  Commissary  General  what  beef  he  has 
in  his  care  in  said  county,  and  that  the  Commissary 
General,  be,  and  he  hereby  is  directed  to  dispose  of  so 
much  of  the  same  at  public  or  private  sale,  as  he  shall 
judge  necessary.  July  4,  1782. 
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Chapter  115. 

MESSAGE    FROM    THE     HONORABLE    SENATE    AND    HOUSE    OF  Ckai)  115 
REPRESENTATIVES,  IN    ANSWER   TO    HIS   EXCELLENCY   THE  ^  * 

GOVERNOR'S,    RESPECTING    THE    BIRTH    OF    A    DAUPHIN  OF 
FRASCE. 

Ordered,  Thut  J^athan  Cushing  and  Jonathan  Green- 
leaf,  tsquires,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and  Captain 
Patch,  Doctor  Manning,  and  Mr.  Goodill  on  the  part  of 
the  House,  be  a  committee  to  wait  on  his  Excellency  the 
Governor  with  the  followino-  messao'e. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency. 

'1  he  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General 
Court  assemliled,  have  received  with  particular  pleasure 
the  communication  your  Excellency  has  been  pleased  to 
make,  that  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  his  Most 
Christian  Majesty  has  announced  to  the  United  States 
in  Congress  assembled,  the  birth  of  a  Dauphin  oi  France. 

We  share  in  the  lively  joy  which  this  happ}''  event  has 
given  the  most  Christian  King,  and  the  nation  over  which 
he  reigns,  a  Prince  in  whom  these  United  States  have 
found  a  most  faithful  ally,  and  a  nation  who  have  freely 
expended  their  t^i'easure  and  their  blood  in  the  defence  of 
the  rights  of  mankind.  We  request  your  Excellency, 
with  advice  of  Council,  to  take  such  measures  as  in  your 
wisdom  shall  be  thought  proper,  to  express  in  a  public 
manner  the  common  joy  upon  this  auspicious  occasion. 

And,  we  also  request  your  Excellency  to  express  to  the 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty, 
our  congratulations  on  an  event  which  tends  to  the  sta- 
bility of  a  monarchy,  with  which  we  are  connected  by 
every  sentiment  of  affection.  July  4,  1782. 

Chapter  116. 

A   GRANT   OF  18s.  TO   HONORABLE   STEPHEN  CHOATE,  ESQ.       Chap.WQ 

On  the  representation  of  Stephen  Choate,  Esq. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Stephen  Choate,  Esq  ;  be,  and 
he  hereb}"  is  directed  to  pay  into  the  public  treasury,  the 
sum  of  twelve  pounds,  received  by  him  for  the  rent  of 
Thatcher's  Island,  for  the  year  1781,  taking  duplicate 
receipts  therefor,  and  lodging  one  of  the  same  in  the 
Secretary's  office. 

Resolved  further,  That  there  be  allowed  and  jxiid  out  of 
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the  public  treasury  to  the  said  /Stej)hen  Choate,  Esq  ;  the 
sum  of  eighteen  shillings,  in  full  for  his  services  in  col- 
lecting the  rent  aforesaid,  and  leasing  the  aforesaid  island 
for  the  present  year.  July  4,  1782. 

Chapter  117. 

Chan  117  -^  grant  of  £.4o  to  honorable  samuel  adams,  arte  mas 

-^  WARD  AND  NATHANIEL    GORHAM,  ESQUIRES,  A  COMMITTEE 

APPOINTED  TO  REPAIR  TO  THE  COUNTY   OF   HAMPSHIRE. 

Wliereas  the  Honorable  Samuel  Adams,  Nathaniel  Gor- 
ham  a7id  Artemas  AYard,  Esquires,  have  been  by  this 
Court  appointed  a  committee  to  repair  to  the  counti/  of 
Hampshire  on  public  service. 

Therefore  Hesolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out 
of  the  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth  to  said  Committee, 
the  sum  of  Forty  pounds  out  of  the  money  appropriated  for 
the  payment  ot  the  members  of  the  General  Court ;  said 
committee  to  be  accountable  therefor.  July  3,  1782. 

Chapter  118. 


Char)  118  resolve  for  the  payment  of  the 
^'  senate,  and  house  of  represeni 


honorable  COUNCIL, 
TATIVES,  OUT  OF  THE 
MONIES  ORDERED  INTO  THE  TREASURY  FROM  THE  COM- 
MISSARY GENERAL  AND  AGENT. 

Whereas  the  payment  of  the  money  into  the  treasury  by 
the  Commissary  general  and  Agent,  for  the  p)urpose  of 
paying  the  members  of  the  General  Court,  may  not  be 
compleated  before  the  recess  of  the  Coui't. 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer,  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  directed  to  pay  such  monies  as  have  come  into  his 
hands  for  the  purpose  aforementioned,  to  such  of  the 
members  of  the  Hon.  Council,  Senate,  and  House  of 
Representatives,  as  are  now  attending  the  Court  in  pro- 
portion to  the  sums  due  to  them  respectively  by  the 
pay  roll.  July  5,  1782. 


GhapM^ 


Chapter  119. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  FROM  A  NUMBER  OF  THE  INHAB- 
ITANTS OF  THE  TOWNS  OF  BOSTON  AND  SALEM,  PROHIBIT- 
ING COMMANDERS  OF  ARMED  VESSELS  FROM  MOLESTING 
THE  PEOPLE  ON  SHORE  IN  THE  TOWN  OF  YARMOUTH,  IN 
THE    PROVINCE  OF  NOVA  SCOTIA. 

On  petitions  from  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
towns  q/'Boston  and  Salem,  setting  forth  that  the  inhabitants 
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of  the  toivn  of  Yarmouth  in  the  jjrovince  of  Nova  Scotia, 
liave  during  the  course  of  this  war  sJieivn  themselves  of  a 
uniform,  friendly  disposition  toivards  the  subjects  of  the 
United  States  of  America;  notwithstanding  wJiiclt  some 
pei'sons  inhabitants  of  this  Commonwealth,  void  of  the 
common  feelings  of  humanity  have  repeatedly  gone  on 
shore  and  wantonly  entered  the  houses  of  those  peaceable 
inhabitants  and  cruelly  plundered  them  of  their  effects.  In 
order  to  prevent  like  instances  of  inhumanity  and  hav- 
harity  in  future, 

Resolved,  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  August 
next,  no  commander  of  any  armed  vessel  or  other  person 
belonging  to  this  Commonwealth  be  permitted  to  go  on 
shore,  within  the  limits  of  the  town  of  Yarmouth,  in  the 
province  of  JS'ova  /Scotia,  and  plunder  any  of  the  inhabi- 
tants thereof,  of  any  of  the  articles  hereafter  mentioned, 
viz.  wearing  apparel  —  household  furniture  —  farming 
utensils  —  provisions  —  live  stock  —  fish  or  fishing-gear  — 
salt  —  boats  or  shallops,  with  their  tackle  and  appurte- 
nances —  and  in  case  any  such  commander  or  other  person 
shall  notwithstanding  this  resolve,  presume  to  go  on  shore 
witliin  the  limits  of  said  town  of  Yarmouth,  and  there 
take  or  seize  any  of  the  articles  herein  before  enumerated, 
l)elonging  to  any  o*f  the  inhabitants  thereof,  such  inhab- 
itant, or  inhabitants,  who  shall  have  any  of  the  said 
articles  thus  taken,  be,  and  they  hereljy  are  admitted  by 
themselves,  or  their  attorney,  being  a  liege  subject  of  this 
Government,  to  appear  in  any  Courts  of  law  within  this 
Commonwealth,  and  there  prosecute  the  same  to  final 
judgment  and  execution,  any  law  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. July  5,  1782. 


Chapter  120. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  MIC  AH  HATHORN  AND 
OTHERS,  DIRECTING  THE  CLERK  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  STER- 
LING   TO   SHEW  CAUSE    &c. 

On  the  petition  q/'Micah  Hathorn  and  others.. 

Ordered,  That  the  petitioners  serve  the  Clerk  of  the 
town  of  Sterling  with  an  attested  copy  of  said  petition, 
and  this  order,  thirty  days  before  the  first  day  of  the  next 
session  of  the  General  Court,  that  cause  may  be  shewn, 
if  any  there  be,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  the  same  session. 
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why  the  prayer  of  said  petition  may  not  be  granted  ;  and 
that  all  proceedings  on  the  action  mentioned  and  resolve 
set  forth  in  said  petition,  be  stayed  in  the  mean  time. 

July  5,1782. 

Chapter  131. 

Chan  121  J^EsoLVE  on  the  petition  of  Joseph  ridgway,  enlarg- 

K^fUqj.  I  jj^g  j^jj^    FROM  HIS  confinement  IN  GOAL,  ON  CONDITION. 

On  the  petition  o/"  Joseph  Ridgway. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court  that  the  said  Joseplt 
Ridgway,  who  is  a  prisoner  in  Boston  goal,  committed 
for  coming  into  this  Commonwealth,  after  absenting  him- 
self therefrom,  without  liberty  obtained  from  government, 
and  contrary  to  law,  used  his  endeavours  to  procure  such 
liberty,  previous  to  his  thus  coming,  but  failed  therein  by 
reason  of  the  inattention  of  those  through  whom  his 
application  was  to  be  made  :  Therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Joseph  Ridgway  be  enlarged 
from  his  imprisonment,  he  recognizing  before  some  justice 
of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Suffolk,  in  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  jjoimds,  with  sufficient  securities,  that  he  the 
said  Joseph  Ridgway  will  appear  at  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  next  to  be  holden  at  Boston  within  and  for  the  said 
county  of  Suffolk,  and  make  answer  to  any  complaint  or 
indictment  that  may  be  there  made  against  him,  and  abide 
the  judgment  of  the  said  Court  thereon. 

July  5,  1782. 
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Chapter  123. 

RESOLVE  IMPOWERING  THE  ASSISTANT  TREASURER  TO  APPLY 
THE  MONEY  ARISING  FROM  THE  EXCISE  IN  THE  SEVERAL 
COUNTIES,  TO  THE  PAYMENT  OF  GOVERNMENT  SECURITIES, 
AS   ALSO   THE  MONEY    ARISING   FROM    LICENCES. 

Whereas  in  and  by  an  act  of  this  Court  entitled  "  an  act 
laying  certain  duties  of  excise  on  certain  articles  therein 
mentioned  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  interest  on  govern- 
ment securities,"  it  is  provided,  that  the  money  arising 
from  the  excise,  in  the  several  counties  of  this  Common- 
wealth  should  be  appropriated  by  the  Treasurer  to  the 
payment  of  interest  on  Governmental  Securities  —  and 
ivhereas  in  and  by  another  act  of  this  Court,  intitled  an 
act  for  the  belter  regulation  of  the  treasury  of  this  Com- 
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monwealth,  and  for  appointing  an  assistant  Treasurer,  the 
collectors  of  excise  in  the  several  Counties,  are  directed  to 
pay  unto  the  assistant  treasurer  the  su7ns  arising  from  the 
said  excise,  and  no  provision  is  made  in  the  said  act  by 
which  the  said  assistant  Treasurer  is  impoivered  to  apply 
and  pay  the  produce  of  the  said  excise  in  any  vay  what- 
soever. 

Resolved,  That  the  assistjint  treasurer  be,  and  he  hereby 
is  impowered  and  directed  to  appl}^  the  money  arising 
from  the  excise  in  the  several  counties,  solely  to  the  pay- 
ment of  interest  on  Governmental  Securities,  consolidated 
in  conformity  to  an  act  of  this  Court,  intitled,  "  an  act  to 
impower  the  treasurer  to  receive  Government  Securities 
on  loan  to  the  amount  o^  eight  hundred  thousand  pounds," 
and  to  pay  the  same  accordingly  in  the  manner  directed 
to  be  done  by  the  Treasurer,  in  and  by  the  act  aforesaid. 

July  5,  1782. 

Chapter  123. 

RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  COMMITTEE  FOR  REVISING  LAWS,  (^J.q^  1  2S 
TO  BRING  IN  A  BILL  FOR  THE  CONFISCATION  OF  BRITISH  ^"-^J/'^  ^ 
PROPERTY  IN  THIS   COMMONWEALTH, 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  for  revising  the  laws,  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  take  into  consideration  a 
resolve  of  Cono-ress,  recommendino;  the  confiscation  of 
British  goods  and  manufactures  imported  into  this  Com- 
monwealth, to  prepare  a  bill  for  that  purpose,  and  report 
it  at  the  beginning  of  the  next  session  of  the  General 
Court.  July  5,  1782. 

Chapter  124. 

RESOLVE  APPOINTING  COMMITTEES  IN  SEVERAL  COUNTIES   IN  n7,n^  124 

THIS   Commonwealth,  to   expedite   the   payment   of         ^ 

THE   continental  TAX,  WITH  A  LETTER  TO  SAID   COMMIS- 
SIONERS. 

Whereas,  a  spirit  of  domination,  intolerable  to  a  free 
p)eop)le,  nianifested  by  the  King  o/" Great  Britain,  aided  by 
his  parlia^nent  and  subjects,  compelled  the  irihahitants  of 
this  country,  to  enter  into  a  contest  the  most  important  and 
interestijig ;  a  contest,  which,  on  the  one  hand,  hath  for  its 
object,  the  most  degrading  state  of  slavish  subjugation ;  and 
on  the  other,  the  political  security  of  the  rights  of  freemen, 
—  to  doubt  a  determined  resolution  in  the  good  people  of 
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tJiis  Commonwealth,  to  support  a  system  necessary  on  their 
part,  to  maintain  this  contest,  luould  he  the  highest  insult 
to  their  generous  spirit.  As  a  last  resource,  the  adminis- 
tration  of  Great  Britain  is  making  every  effort  to  obtain 
that  by  art  which  it  dispairs  of  obtaining  by  arms.  Suc- 
cess hath  hitherto  attended  our  patriotic  exertions.  By  the 
assistance  of  a  kind  Providence  we  still  are  a  free  people ; 
and  to  our  own  choice  it  see7ns  by  heaven  to  be  referred 
whether  u-e  shall  still  y^emain  such.  We  are  blessed  with 
many  means  of  defence;  we  have  a  brave  and  icell  disci- 
plined army,  and  our  granaries  and  pastures  abound  with 
the  necessaries  for  their  subsistance;  bid  our  finances  are 
deranged,  and  the  ivaiit  of  a  circulating  medium  is  severely 
felt:  this  has  subjected  us  already  to  many  inconveniencies, 
and  former  measures  have  not  only,  by  experience,  been 
found  ineffectual,  but  have  involved  us  in  great  expence: 
At  length  Congress,  in  their  ivisdom,  have  adopted  a  mode, 
which  if  carried  into  effect,  will  provide  for  the  public 
exigencies,  on  p>rinciples  the  most  economical,  systematic 
and  simple;  but  for  this  purpose  the  aid  of  the  people  is 
necessary.  Infamy,  niin  and  inconceivable  distress  are  to 
be  dreaded  from  indecision,  ivJiile  from  exertion  we  have 
reason  to  hope  for  a  speedy  termination  of  the  war,  the 
blessings  of  peace  and  the  happy  fruits  of  freedom.  We 
have  hitherto  excited  the  admiration  of  Europe.  We  have 
obtained  and  noiv  enjoy  the  friendship  of  one  of  tJie  most 
respectable  Monarchs  and  kingdoms  in  the  world.  But 
generosity  as  well  as  interest  forbids  that  our  deliverance 
should  be  derived  solely  from  external  assistance;  on  our 
own  spirit  we  ought  to,  loe  must  rely,  and  reject  with 
manly  determination  the  humiliating  idea  of  an  unneces- 
sary dependence  on  any  pouter  under  heaven. 

This  Court  having  been  obliged  to  repeal  a  clause  in  the 
late  tax  act,  providing  for  payment  thereof  in  certain 
specific  articles,  and  having  made  the  notes  of  the  notio7ial 
bank  and  the  notes  of  the  honorable  Robert  Morris,  Esq; 
Superintendant  of  Finance  in  his  official  capacity,  receiv- 
able toicards  the  discharge  of  the  said  tax;  and  having  been 
informed  officially,  that  either  the  said  bank  notes,  or  the 
said  SuperintendanV s  notes  will  be  received  by  Congress 
in  lieu  of  each,  and  that  the  honorable  James  Lovell,  Esq ; 
ivho  by  Congress  is  appointed  Receiver  of  the  said  tax,  toill 
exchange  any  cash  he  may  receive  thereon  for  the  said  bank 
notes  and  Superintendant^ s  notes  {withoid  discount)  which 


1782.  — May  Session.  253 

vnll  prevent  our  being  deprived  of  a  cii^culating  medium^ 
greatly  facilitate  tlie  coUecting  of  the  mid  tax,  and  alleviate 
the  burthen  thereof;  and  having  lately  received  from  Con- 
gress;  the  most  positive  declaration  that  an  immediate  supply 
of  cash  is  cdjsolutdy  necessary  : 

Resolved,  That  the  honorable  Cotton  Tufts,  Caleb  Davis, 
Ebenezer  Battelle,  and  Seth  Bullard,  Esq'rs,  be  appointed 
Commissioners  for  the  county  of  Suffolk. 

Ihwt  N'athan  Goodale,  Daniel  Thurston,  Moody  Bridges, 
Jolin  Tracey,  Joseph  Sprague  and  Nathan  Dane,  Esq'rs, 
be  appointed  Commissioners  for  the  county  of  Essex. 

That  the  honoral>le  Oliver  Frescot,  Yj%C[  ;  Samuel  Phillips 
Savage,  Loanimi  Baldwin  and  Jolui  Gleason,  Esq'rs,  be 
appointed  Commissioners  for  the  county  of  Middlesex. 

That  William  Pyncheon,  Robert  Breck,  Blisha  Porter, 
David  Mosely,  David  Dickinson  and  Zabiria  Montague, 
Esq'rs,  be  appointed  Commissioners  for  the  county  of 
Hampshire. 

That  Levi  Lincoln,  Benja7ni7i  lieed,  Danforth  Keyes, 
Daniel  Clap  and  Ephraim  Fairbanks,  Esq'rs,  be  appointed 
Commissioners  for  the  county  of   Worcester . 

That  William  Drew,  David  Iiingman  and  Thomas 
Davis,  jun,  Esq'rs,  be  appointed  Commissioners  for  the 
count}'  of  Flymouth. 

That  Elisha  Doane  and  Joseph  Nye,  Esq'rs,  of  Sand- 
wich, l)e  appointed  Commissioners  for  the  county  of  Barn- 
stable. 

That  Shubael  Feck,  Benjamin  W^illiams,  and  Alden 
Spooner,  Esquires,  be  appointed  Commissioners  for  the 
couuty  of  Bristol. 

That  the  Hon.  Joseph  Simpson,  Esq  ;  William  Rogers 
and  Joseph  Morril,  Esq's,  be  appointed  Commissioners 
for  the  county  of  York. 

That  JoJin  Lewis  and  StepJien  Longfellow ,]\\x\.  Esquires, 
be  appointed  Commissioners  for  the  county  of  Cumber- 
land. 

That  Col.  Wvliam  Farnsworth  Major  John  Farley, 
Jonathan  Bowman  Esq.,  and  Col.  William  Llovmrd,  be 
appointed  Commissioners  for  the  count}^  oi  Lincoln. 

That  John  Fellows,  William  Walker,  and  Joseph  Thomp- 
son Skinner,  Esquires,  be  appointed  Commissioners  for 
the  county  of  Berkshire. 

Which  Commissioners  shall  make  known  unto  the  inhab- 
itants   of    the    respective    counties    for    which    they    are 
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appointed  as  aforesaid,  the  urgent  necessity  there  is  for  an 
immediate  supply  of  money,  and  earnestly  request  those 
who  have  the  means,  to  evince  their  patriotism  by  advanc- 
ing immediately  the  proportion  at  which  they  are  assessed 
in  the  said  tax,  or  so  much  thereof,  as  shall  be  in  their 
power.  And  the  said  Commissioners  severally  to  whom 
any  advances  may  be  made  shall  receive  the  said  bank 
notes  and  superintendants  notes  in  lieu  of  cash,  without 
discount,  and  shall  give  a  certiticate  for  the  sum  received 
in  manner  and  form  following,  that  is  to  say. 

County  of  S  1782. 

Received  of  C  D.  of  the  toion  of  B ,  in  the  county  of 

S aforesaid,  the  sum  of  on  the  Continental 

tax,  granted  in  March  last,  which  said  sum  shall  be  dis- 
counted on  the  said  tax.  A.  B.  Commissioner. 

And  the  said  certificates,  according  to  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  the  aforesaid  words  shall  be  received  by 
the  Constal)les  and  Collectors  of  the  tax  aforesaid,  in 
the  several  towns  to  which  the  persons  making  such 
advances  respectively  belong. 

And  the  CJommissioners  shall  severally  as  soon  as  may 
be  transmit  to  the  Treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  the 
money  they  may  respectively  receive  in  the  performance 
of  the  trust  hereby  committed  unto  them  ;  and  the  same 
being  remitted  to  the  Treasury,  said  Commissioners  shall 
be  severally  credited  therewith,  and  their  several  certifi- 
cates shall  l)e  charged  to  them  respectively  when  the  same 
shall  be  received  into  the  Treasury ;  that  any  mistakes 
may  be  deducted,  and  that  it  may  be  known  whether  the 
said  Commissioners  faithfully  perform  their  duty  herein. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
directed,  to  cause  these  resolutions  and  the  circular  let- 
ters accompanying  them,  to  be  printed,  and  a  suitable 
number  of  copies  thereof  transmitted  as  soon  as  may  be 
to  the  several  Commissioners  aforesaid,  having  first  entered 
on  the  letters  addressed  to  the  Commissioners  the  names 
of  the  towns  and  other  places  assigned  to  them  respec- 
tively. 

Read  and  accepted,  together  with  the  circular  letters 
accompanying  the  same,  and  ordered  that  the  President 
of  the  Senate,  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, be,  and  they  herel^y  are  directed,  jointly,  to  sub- 
scribe the  letters  addressed  to  the  Commissioners  aforesaid. 
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(CIRCULAR.) 

To  A.  B.  one  of  the  Commissioners  in  the  county  of -, 

ap2)ointed  to  expedite  the  payment  of  the  Continental  tax. 

Sir, 

Reposing  the  fullest  confidence  in  your  integrity,  patri- 
otism and  abilities,  this  legislature  of  this  Commonwealth 
have    appointed    you    (as    Avill    appear    by    the    inclosed 

resolves)  to  be  a  Commissioner  in  the  county  of ,  for 

the  purpose  of  urging  upon  the  inhabitants  thereof  an 
immediate  payment  of  the  tax  levied  in  March  last,  for 
the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the  special  and 
important  purpose  of  supporting  the  army.  A  deficiency 
of  any  one  State  in  the  union  in  this  respect,  may  so 
derange  the  system  of  supplies,  and  impede  the  military 
operations,  that  to  prevent  the  worst  possil)Ie  conse- 
quences, the  legislature  cannot  too  deeply  impress  upon 
the  minds  of  its  constituents,  nor  too  zealously  insist  on 
the  absolute  necessity  of  an  immediate  supply.  You  will 
therefore  render  your  country  an  essential  service,  by  your 
instant  and  vigorous  exertions  in  the  towns  assigned  you 
(as  under)  to  engage  the  inhabitants  thereof  to  make  all 
the  advances  in  their  power,  as  they  regard  their  political 
salvation. 

To  render  the  burden  as  easy  to  you  as  possible,  the 
inclosed  circular  letter  has  been  prepared  to  l)e  sent  by  you 
to  the  several  towns,  at  a  convenient  time  previous  to  your 
visiting  them,  that  they  may  feel  the  full  force  of  your 
application,  and  be  in  readiness  to  comply  with  its  design. 

You  are  directed,  gentlemen,  to  transmit  the  monies 
and  notes  paid  you,  on  compleating  your  collection  in  the 
several  towns  committed  to  you,  to  the  Receiver  General 
of  this  Commonwealth,  taking  duplicate  receipts  therefor, 
one  of  which  is  to  be  deposited  in  the  Secretary's  ofiice. 
We  are,  gentlemen,  your  most  humhle  servants. 
President  of  the  Senate. 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

By  order  of  the  General  Court. 

(CIRCULAR   LETTER.) 

Friends  and  fellow  citizens, 

Being  appointed  by  the  legislature  of  this  Common- 
wealth, to  made  application  to  you  for  relief  under  the 
l)resent  most  pressing  exigencies  of  government,  you  will 
permit  me  while  I  hand  you  the  enclosed  resolves,  with 


256  1782.-^  May  Session. 

all  the  simplicity  and  energy  of  truth,  to  present  to  your 
view  the  following  facts  and  observations  ;  not  doubting 
the  utmost  exertion  of  your  abilities,  as  the  natural  and 
necessary  result  of  your  attention  to  them,  and  their 
important  consequences. 

In  the  first  stages  of  the  glorious  contest  for  the  rights 
of  human  nature,  to  which  we  were  compelled  ])y  the 
tyrannic  views  and  measures  of  the  British  government, 
it  was  found  necessary  to  institute,  in  several  successive 
emissions,  a  paper  medium,  by  the  free  circulation  and 
credit  of  which,  we  weie  enabled  to  conduct  the  war  for 
several  years  with  vigor  and  success.  But  as  no  fund 
was  any  where  laid  for  its  redemption  at  its  value  when 
emitted,  its  credit  and  utility  were  temporary  ;  although 
it  accomplished  valuable  purposes  for  the  time — l)ut 
becoming  an  instrument  of  destruction  to  public  faith, 
and  to  the  real  interests  both  of  the  Commonwealth  and 
of  individuals,  the  conhdence  of  all  ranks  of  people  was 
by  universal  consent  withdrawn,  and  it  happily  expired 
without  any  of  those  disagreeable  consequences  which  our 
enemies  promised  themselves  from  its  faihire. 

Being  still  obliged  to  support  a  large  army,  and  hold 
ourselves  in  readiness  for  an  active  campaign.  Congress 
have  changed  the  system  of  supplies,  and  adopted,  'u[)on 
just  and  teconomical  princii)les  of  finance,  a  mode  of  con- 
ducting them,  which  must  interest  every  person  who 
regards  the  welfare  of  his  country  or  even  his  own,  in  its 
continuance. 

The  Superintendant  of  Finance,  by  contracts  for  that 
purpose,  has  among  other  things,  made  so  capital  an 
alteration  in  victualling  the  army,  that  the  price  of 
rations  is  reduced  from  two  shillings  and  six  j^^nce,  to 
eight  pence,  and  every  article  in  the  Quarter  Master's, 
Clothier's  and  Hospital  departments,  in  much  the  same 
proportion  ;  so  that  the  army  is  now  fed,  cloathed  and 
marched,  at  nearly  one  quarter  part  the  expence  of 
former  establishments. 

When,  therefore,  the  vast  sum  necessary  to  maintain 
so  respectable  a  force  in  the  field  is  considered,  and  a 
saving  of  nearly  three  quarters  thereof  is  duly  realized, 
no  one  can  hesitate  a  moment  in  determining  the  necessity 
of  every  exertion,  to  support  so  prudential  a  system. 

The  proportion  assigned  this  Commonwealth  for  this 
3'ear's  service,  is  four  hundred  thousand  pounds;  one  half 
of  which  was  required  by  Congress  to  have  been  paid  in 
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April,  and  the  other  in  June:  But  the  cliflaculties  arising 
to  the  people  from  the  want  of  a  circulating  medium,  and 
from  the  operation  of  taxes  —  for  compleating  the  army 
—  redeeming  the  old  money  —  paying  the  interest  on  the 
new,  and  for  the  redemption  of  the  principal  in  one  year 
instead  of  six  —  for  military  service  —  and  for  the  support 
of  civil  government,  furnished  no  inconsiderable  apology 
for  the  delay. 

Inasmuch,  however,  as  it  is  impossible  to  maintain  an 
army  in  the  field,  or  carry  on  the  operations  essential  to  the 
speed}'  restoration  of  peace,  unless  the  monies  required, 
and  which  are  no  more  than  are  indispensibly  necessary, 
are  punctually  paid  in  the  proportions  assessed  on  the 
several  States  in  the  union  ;  and  as  the  difficulties  before- 
mentioned  bear  no  proportion  to  the  distresses  immedi- 
ately consequent  upon  the  entire  failure  of  public  credit, 
disbanding  the  army,  and  the  disagreeable  subjugation  of 
our  country  ;  3'ou  will  seriously  reflect  on  the.high  impor- 
tance of  the  present  requisition,  and  determine  with  the 
energy  and  spirit  of  freemen,  to  exert  every  possible 
means  for  contributing  your  proportion  of  this  demand. 

On  the  reception  you  give  this  address,  may  be  sus- 
pended the  fate  of  your  country ;  and  a  momentary 
inattention  or  neglect  may  insure  perpetual  though  fruit- 
less contrition  and  remorse. 

This  then  is  one  of  those  great  occasions  which  calls  on  ' 

the  good  people  of  the  Commonwealth  to  give  proof  of 
the  sincerity  of  past  engagements  —  a  proof  far  more 
substantial  and  decisive  than  any  verbal  declaration  what- 
ever. 

The  selectmen  or  assessors  of  your  place  will  commu- 
nicate the  preceding ;  and  as  it  is  my  intention  to  visit 
you  on  day  of  I  shall  expect  to  receive 

your  collections  at  that  time,  and  shall  be  prepared  to 
execute  the  receipts  therefor  as  directed.  The  notes  of 
the  national  bank,  and  the  official  notes  of  the  honorable 
Robert  Morris,  Esq  ;  will  be  received  as  money. 

I  am,  your  friend  and  felloiv -citizen, 

(  One  of  the  Commissioners 
\  for  the  county  of 

To  the  selectmen  or  assessors  of  the  town  of 

To  be  communicated  to  the  inhabitants. 

July  4,1782. 
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Chapter  135. 

Chap.125  RESOLVE  for  raising  a  company  of  men  in  the  counties 

^'    "  of   YORK  and    CUMBERLAND,   TO    BE    STATIONED    ON    THE 

FRONTIERS   OF  SAID   COUNTIES. 

On  the  memorial  of  the  committees  of  Fiyburg,  Bridgton 
and  i^wdhwvy  Q\i\vd.&'i,  praying  for  a  company  of  men  to 
he  stationed  at  Sudbury  Canada,  for  the  protection  of  the 
frontiers  of  the  counties  of  York  and  Cumberland  :  There- 
fore, 

Resolved,  That  there  be  raised  in  the  counties  of  Yorh 
and  Cumberland,  stationed  on  the  frontiers  of  said  coun- 
ties, a  company  of  men  to  consist  of  one  Lieutenant  and 
thirty  men,  to  continue  in  service  till  the  first  day  of  De- 
cember next,  unless  sooner  discharged  :  And  his  Excellency 
the  Governor  is  requested  to  appoint  and  commission  the 
officers  accordingly,  and  to  give  the  necessary  orders  for 
carrying  this  resolve  into  execution. 

And  it  is  further  liesohed,  That  there  be  allowed  the 
same  wages  and  rations  as  officers  and  soldiers  receive  in 
the  Continental  army  ;  and  that  the  Commissary-General 
supply  the  aforesaid  men  with  provisions  or  money,  as  he 
shall  asree,  for  their  rations  as  aforesaid. 

Jahj5,1782. 

Chapter  126. 


ChciD.l^G  RESOLVE     APPROPRIATING    THE     MONEY    ARISING    FROM 
^  '    ""  FINES   TAKEN    FROM    THE    PEOPLE    CALLED    QUAKERS, 


THE 
FOR 

FILLING    UP   THE    CONTINENTAL    ARMY,   AND    EMPOWERING 
JORX  FELLOWS,  ESQ;    TO    RECEIVE    SAID    MONEY. 

Besolved,  That  all  the  money  now  deposited  in  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  arising  from  the  fines 
levied  on  and  taken  from  the  people  called  Quakers,  for 
not  procuring  their  quota  of  men  for  filling  up  the  Conti- 
nental army,  agreeable  to  a  resolve  of  the  General  Court, 
of  the  2d  of  December,  1780,  be  without  loss  of  time 
applied  to  the  purpose  for  which  the  said  fines  were 
levied:  and  that  John  Fellov:s,  Esq;  l)e,  and  he  hereby 
is  empowered  and  directed,  to  receive  the  said  money, 
and  as  soon  as  may  be  to  proceed  to  hire  as  many  able- 
bodied  eflective  men  as  can  be  hired  therewith,  and  cause 
said  men,  so  hired,  forthwith  to  be  mustered  as  soldiers 
for  this   Commonwealth,    for  filling  up    the    Continental 
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army.  And  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  with  advice  of 
Council,  is  requested  to  issue  a  warrant  for  the  delivery 
of  said  money  to  the  said  John  Fellows,  Esq  ;  who  is  to 
be  accountable  for  the  expenditure  of  the  same  :  And  the 
said  Ftllovs  is  directed  to  lay  his  account  for  time  and 
expences,  before  the  committee  of  accounts,  for  allowance 
and  payment.  July  o,  1782. 

Chapter  127. 

RESOLVE  DIRECTING  CALEB  DAVIS,  ESQ;  WHO  WAS  BY  A  LATE  (JJinj)  197 
ACT   EMPOWERED   TO   PROCURE  A  LOAN  OF  TWENTY  THOU-  J-  ' 

SAXD  POUXDS,  ox  THE  CREDIT  OF  THE  CONTINENTAL  TAX 
OF  TWO  nUNDRED  THOUSAND  POUNDS,  TO  RECEIVE  BILLS 
ISSUED  FROM  THE  NATIONAL  BANK  OF  AMERICA;  AND 
DIRECTING  THE  COMMITTEE  APPOINTED  THE  4tu  INSTANT, 
TO  USE  THEIR  INFLUENCE  FOR  CARRYING  SAID  ACT  INTO 
EFFECT. 

Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  Caleb  Davis,  Esq  ;  and  others, 
who  by  an  act  passed  the  present  session  are  empowered 
and  directed  to  procure  a  loan  of  the  sum  of  ticenty 
thousand  jiounds,  on  the  credit  of  the  Continental  tax  of 
two  hundred  thousand  j^ounds,  be,  and  they  hereby  are 
directed,  to  receive  on  the  said  loan,  bills  issued  from  the 
national  bank  of  America,  and  on  the  credit  of  the  Super- 
iutendant  of  Finances,  as  well  as  specie. 

And  it  is  further  Resolvfd,  That  the  committee  appointed 
on  .the  4th  of  this  instant,  to  consider  what  measures  may 
be  taken  to  reduce  the  expences  of  government,  and  for 
other  purposes,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  directed,  to  use 
their  influence  for  carrying  into  effect  the  act  abovemen- 
tioned,  and  the  resolve  for  expediting  the  pa3'ment  of  the 
Continental  tax  aforesaid.  July  5,  1782. 


Chapter  128. 

RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  GIVE  RECEIPTS 
UPON  THE  CONSTABLES  OR  COLLECTORS  OF  TAXES  FOR 
THE  PAYMENT  OF  THE    MEMBERS  OF  THE  GENERAL  COURT. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
directed,  to  give  receipts  upon  the  constables  or  collectors 
of  taxes,  to  such  members  of  the  General  Court  as  chuse 
to  take  the  same,  to  compleat  the  payment  of  the  wages 
respectively  due  to  them.  The  aforesaid  receipts  to  be 
fcgiven  upon  the  tax  of  October  last.  July  6,  1782. 


Chap.128 


260  1782.  — May  Session. 

Chapter  129. 

CAa».129  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  CAPT.  JOHN  FOSTER  WILLIAMS. 

On  the  petition  o/"fIohn  Foster  Williams,  Esq;  late  com- 
mander of  the  ship  Protector  : 

liesolved.  That  the  prayer  of  his  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  he  be,  and  hereby  is  empowered  and  directed, 
to  make  up  pay  rolls  for  the  services  of  the  officers,  sea- 
men and  marines,  who  served  on  board  said  ship,  who 
have  returned  from  captivity,  provided  they  returned  as 
soon  as  their  circumstances  would  admit,  and  have  not 
been  in  other  service,  agreeable  to  the  establishment  of  the 
navy,  passed  June  28,  1781,  deducting  the  sum  already 
received  by  them  from  this  Commonwealth.  And  he  is 
further  directed  to  make  up  the  roll  of  such  of  the  said 
ship's  company  as  are  now  in  captivity  (agreeable  to  the 
resolve  aforesaid)  to  the  time  said  ship  was  captured,  set- 
ting forth,  in  distinct  columns,  their  names,  time  of  entry, 
time  of  capture  or  return,  time  in  service,  wages  and  slops 
received  from  this  Commonwealth,  and  advances  made 
them  by  the  said  Capt.  Wilh'atns,  on  his  own  account,  to 
relieve  their  necessities  while  in  captivit3^  The  rolls 
aforesaid  to  be  made  payable  to  the  men  borne  thereon, 
their  order  or  legal  representative  ;  and  the  amount  of 
advances  aforesaid  to  be  deducted  from  their  wages. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  pay  to 
the  said  Capt.  Williams,  what  the  said  Williams  advanced 
on  his  own  account,  and  is  deducted  as  aforesaid  :  And 
the  wages  and  slops  advanced  by  this  Commonwealth,  and 
so  deducted,  shall  be  credited  to  the  said  Capt.  Williams, 
and  discounted  with  him  by  the  agent  of  this  Common- 
wealth, who  is  hereby  directed  to  settle  with  and  discharge 
him  for  all  cloathing  and  slops  by  him  received  of  the  late 
Board  of  War  and  committee  of  supplies,  crediting  him 
for  such  as  were  on  board  said  ship  at  the  time  of  capture  ; 
and  likewise  to  settle  with  said  Williams  for  his  disburse- 
ments made  in  the  West  Indies,  for  the  repair  of  the  ship 
Protector. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  aforesaid 
be,  and  he  hereby  is  directed,  to  cel'tify  to  the  agent  afore- 
said, the  sum  deducted  from  said  rolls  for  slop  cloathing 
advanced,  which  sum  so  certified  shall  be  credited  to  the 
said  Williams  by  the  said  agent,  and  upon  a  settlement  of 
his  accounts  shall  discharge  him  therefrom. 


1782.  —  May  Session.  261 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  discount 
Jive  hundred  iiounds  new  emission,  which  said  Williams 
receiyed  to  pay  advance  wages,  the  vahie  thereof  at  the 
time  he  received  it  to  l)e  ascertained  by  the  scale  of  depre- 
ciation, deducting  the  interest  charged  thereon  ;  and  said 
Treasurer  shall  give  said  Williains  duplicate  receipts  there- 
for, one  of  which  to  be  lodged  in  the  Secretary's  office,  the 
other  to  be  produced  to  the  committee  for  stating  the  pub- 
lic accounts,  who  are  hereby  directed,  on  receipt  thereof, 
to  discharge  the  said  Williams  accordingly. 

'  July  5,  1782. 


Chapter  130. 

RESOLVE  TO  PREVENT  INCONVENIENCES  TO  THE  SUBJECTS  OF 
THIS  COMMONWEALTH,  IN  PAYING  THE  TAX  GRANTED  IN 
MAY,  1781,  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  SUSPEND  HIS 
EXECUTIONS  UNTIL  THE  SECOND  WEDNESDAY  OF  THE  NEXT 
SESSION,  WITH  A   PROVISION  IN  SAID  RESOLVE. 

WJiereas  tlie  good  sidjjects  of  this  Commonwealth  have 
lately  been  called  to  furnish  a  considerable  number  of  troops 
for  the  Continental  service,  in  compliance  ivith  lohich  large 
sums  of  money  have  been  and  necessarily  will  be  expended 
by  them  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  the  said  troops:  And 
whereas  it  is  indisp)ensibly  necessary  that  the  last  tax 
granted  for  the  purpose  of  discharging  the  first  part  of  the 
sum  required  by  Congress  of  this  Commonwealtli,  as  luell 
as  any  balances  which  may  remain  due  on  the  tax  granted 
in  October  last,  should  be  immediately  paid  into  the  treas- 
iiry :  And  ichereas  under  such  circumstances  it  might 
greatly  distress  many  of  said  subjects,  if  execution  should 
immediately  issue  for  the  tax  granted  in  May,  1781,  which 
is  payable  either  in  specie  or  bills  of  credit  of  the  new 
emission:  Therefore,  to  prevent  such  distress,  and  in  order 
that  equal  justice  may  take  place  as  nearly  as  may  be. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  hereb}^  is  directed,  to  suspend  the  issuing  execu- 
'tions  for  the  tax  granted  in  May,  1781,  until  the  second 
Wednesday  of  the  next  setting  of  the  General  Court. 

Provided  nevertheless.  That  in  all  cases  where  any  part 
of  the  tax  last  mentioned  shall,  on  the  first  day  oi  August 
next,  remain  due  to  any  constable  or  collector  thereof 
within  this  Commonwealth,  the  several  persons  from  whom 
the  same  shall  be  due,  shall  be  held  and  ol)lii>ed  either  to 
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pay  the  sums  due  from  thera  respectively  in  bills  of  the 
new  emission,  not  having  the  second  year's  interest  paid 
on  them,  or  to  pay  a  sum  equal  to  the  interest  which  shall 
have  been  paid  on  said  bills,  over  and  above  the  amount 
of  their  respective  taxes,  or  otherwise  to  pay  the  said 
taxes  in  specie.  And  the  said  constables  and  collectors 
shall  be  severally  held  and  obliged  to  pay  to  the  Treasurer 
of  this  Commonwealth,  the  several  balances  of  the  tax  last 
mentioned,  which  on  the  said  first  day  of  AuguM  next 
shall  remain  due  from  them  respectively,  either  in  bills  of 
the  ncAv  emission,  not  having  the  second  year's  interest 
paid  thereon,  or  to  pay  a  sum  equal  to  the  interest  which 
shall  have  been  paid  on  said  bills,  in  addition  to  the  said 
balances,  or  otherwise  to  pay  the  said  balances  in  specie^ 

July  6.1782. 

Chapter  131. 

CAa».131  RESOLVE    FOR    RAISING  A   NUMBER    OF    GUARDS,   TO   BE   STA- 
^  '  TIONED  AT  CERTAIN  PLACES  UPON   THE   SEA-COAST,  IN  THE 

COUNTIES  OF  CUMBERLAND,  ESSEX,  PLYMOUTH,  AND  BRIS- 
TOL, AND  MAKING  AN  ESTABLISHMENT. 

Whereas  it  is  essential  to  the  public  safety.,  that  suitable 
guards  he  provided  and  stationed  at  the  several  posts  here- 
after mentioned,  witJiin  this  Commonwealth  : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  there  be  raised  in  the  county 
of  Cumberland,  and  stationed  at  Fahnouth,  one  serjeant 
and  twelve  matrosses  ;  and  at  Cape  Elizabeth,  one  corpo- 
ral and  six  matrosses  :  That  there  be  raised  in  the  county 
of  Essex,  and  stationed  at  Plumb  Island,  one  corporal  and 
three  matrosses ;  at  Gloucester,  one  serjeant  and  eight 
matrosses  ;  at  Beverly,  one  corporal  and  three  matrosses  ; 
at  Salem,  one  serjeant  and  live  matrosses  ;  at  Marblehead., 
one  serjeant  and  eight  matrosses  :  That  there  be  raised  in 
the  county  of  Bristol,  and  stationed  at  Dartmouth,  one 
serjeant  and  fourteen  matrosses  :  That  there  be  raised  in 
the  county  of  Plymouth,  for  the  fort  at  the  Gurnet,  one 
serjeant  and  eight  matrosses. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and 
paid  to  each  serjeant,  forty-eight  shillings  per  month  ;  to 
each  cov\)OYii\,  forty-two  shillings  per  month  ;  and  to  each 
matross  or  private,  forty  shillings  per  month  :  And  that 
the  Commissary  General  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed,  to 
supply  the  several  non  commissioned  officers    and    men 
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above  mentioned,  with  such  rations  as  are  delivered  to 
soldiers  in  the  Continental  army,  either  in  provisions  or 
money,  as  he  may  agree. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the 
Governor  be  requested  to  give  orders  for  raising  the  sev- 
eral detachments  before  mentioned,  and  that  they  be 
properly  supplied  with  ammunition  ;  and  that  the  said 
guards  be  added  to  or  diminished,  and  to  continue  so  long 
as  the  Governor,  with  advice  of  Council,  shall  judge  for 
the  advantage  and  safety  of  the  Commonwealth. 

July  6,  1782. 


RESOLVES 

OP   THE 

GENERAL    COURT    OF   THE    COMMONWEALTH 
OF  MASSACHUSETTS, 

BEGUN  AND  HELD  AT  BOSTOX,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  SUF- 
FOLK, ON  WEDNESDAY  THE  TWENTY-NINTH  DAY  OF 
MAY,  ANNO  DOMINI,  1782;  AND  FROM  THENCE  CON- 
TINUED, BY  PROROGATION,  TO  WEDNESDAY  THE 
EIGHTEENTH  DAY  OF  SEPTEMBER  FOLLOWING,  AND 
THEN  MET  AT  THE  SAME  PLACE,  BEING  THE  SECOND 
SESSION   OF    SAID    COURT. 


1782.  —  September  Session. 
Chapter  1. 

RESOLVE   EXCUSING  RICHARD   CRANCH,  ESQ,  FROM   ANY   FUR-  nj.Qjy      1 
THER   SERVICE   ON  THE   COMMITTEE    FOR   EXAMINING   THE  ^"'^F' 
TREASURER'S  ACCOUNTS. 

WTiereas  it  appears,  that  it  is  not  at  present  necessary 
that  the  committee  for  examining  the  Ti'easui'er'^s  accounts, 
should  coiisist  of  more  than  two  members:  and  the  Hon. 
Richard  Cranch,  Esq;  one  of  said  committee ,  from  want 
of  health,  is  unable  to  attend  said  service: 

Besolved,  That  the  said  Richard  Cranch,  Esq  ;  be,  and 
he  is  herel)y  excused  from  any  further  service  on  said 
committee.  September  20,  1782. 


Chapter  3. 

RESOLVE  FOR  REFERRING  ALL  PRIVATE  BUSINESS  TO  THE 
NEXT  SESSIONS  OF  THE  GENERAL  COURT,  EXCEPTING  SUCH 
BUSINESS  OF  A  PRIVATE  NATURE,  AS  SHALL  REQUIRE 
IMMEDIATE  ATTENTION. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  that  much  of  the  atten- 
tion of  the  General  Court  is  frequently  taken  up  in  consid- 
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ering  petitions  of  a  private  nature,  lohile  the  public  business 
hath  remained  unfinished:  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  no  petition  concerning  matters  of  a 
private  nature,  be  acted  upon  by  the  General  Court  in 
their  present  session  ;  and  that  all  private  business  now 
pending  in  the  General  Court,  be  referred  to  the  next 
session,  excepting  only  such  petitions  or  private  business 
as  shall  appear  to  this  Court  to  require  the  immediate 
attention  of  the  legislature.  September  20,  1782. 


Chapter  3. 

ChaV»    3      RESOLVE  REQUESTING  THE  GOVERNOR  TO  ISSUE    HIS   ORDERS 
^'  TO  THE   MILITIA   IN  THE   SEVERAL  COUNTIES  OF  SUFFOLK, 

ESSEX,  &c.  TO  HOLD  THEMSELVES  IN  READINESS  TO  MARCH 
FOR  THE  DEFENCE  OF  THE  FLEET  IN  THE  HARBOUR  OF 
BOSTOX,  AND  TO  CAUSE  THE  FORTS  AND  GARRISONS  IN 
AND  ABOUT  THE  HARBOUR  OF  BOSTOX,  TO  BE  PROPERLY 
MANNED,  AND  EMPOWERING  HIS  EXCELLENCY  TO  ORDER 
ANY  PART  OF  THE  MILITIA  TO  MARCH  INTO  THE  NEIGH- 
BOURING  STATES. 

WJiereas  his  Excellency  the  Governor  has  communicated 
to  the  legislature,  a  letter  from  his  Excellency  General 
Washington,  and  two  other  letters,  which  render  it  prob- 
able that  the  enemy  have  designs  to  make  an  incursion  into 
this  State,  and  an  attack  on  the  fleet  of  our  Ally,  in  the 
harbour  of  Boston :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  issue 
proper  and  necessary  orders  to  cause  the  militia  in  the 
several  counties  of  Suffolk,  Essex,  Middlesex,  Bristol, 
Plymouth,  Barnstable  and  Worcester,  to  be  duly  armed 
and  accoutered,  and  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to 
march  at  a  moment's  warning,  to  such  places  as  he  shall 
direct,  with  three  days  provisions,  and  that  he  be  also 
requested  to  take  especial  care  that  the  forts  and  garrisons 
in  and  about  the  harbour  of  Boston,  be  properly  and 
timely  manned,  with  such  of  the  militia  as  may  be  neces- 
sary for  their  defence. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be,  and  he  is  hereby  au- 
thorized and  empowered,  if  he  shall  find  it  necessary  for  the 
defence  of  this  or  either  of  the  neighbouring  States,  to 
order  any  part  of  the  militia  to  march  into  either  of  said 
States,  and  there  do  duty  for  a  term  not  exceeding  one 
month.  September  20,  1782. 
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Chapter  4. 

RESOLVE  FOR  HOLDING  THE  SUPREME  JUDICIAL  COURTS,  THIS    CllttV    4 
PRESENT  YEAR,  IN   THE   SEVERAL   COUNTIES   IN  THIS  COM-  "^  ' 

MONWEALTH. 

WJtereas  doubts  have  been  made  respecting  the  operation 
of  an  act  jxissed  in  the  month  of  Jul}'  last,  for  establish- 
ing a  Supreme  Judicial  Court  ivithin  the  Commomcealth, 
tohether  the  time  and  place  for  holding  the  said  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  in  some  of  the  counties  in  the  Common- 
zcealth,  is  by  lam  appointed,  and  whether  the  Court  therein 
established,  can  take  cognizance  of  such  matters  and  things 
as  icere  pending  by  appeal,  continuance  or  otherwise,  in 
the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  before  the  same  laiu  ivas  made 
and  passed  : 

It  is  therefore  Resolved,  That  a  Supreme  Judicial  Court 
shall  be  held  and  kept  this  present  year,  at  the  times  and 
places  hereafter  mentioned,  viz. 

For  the  county  of  Berkshire,  at  Great-Barrington,  on 
the  first  Tuesda}'  of  October. 

For  the  county  of  Hampshire,  at  Springfield,  on  the 
second  Tuesday  of  October. 

For  the  county  of  Worcester,  at  Worcester,  on  the  third 
Tuesday  of  October. 

For  the  county  of  Middlesex,  at  Cambridge,  on  the  last 
Tuesday  of  October. 

For  the  county  of  Essex,  at  Salem,  on  the  first  Tues- 
day of  November. 

For  the  county  of  Bristol,  at  Taunton,  on  the  second 
Wednesda}^  of  November. 

For  the  county  of  Suffolk,  at  Boston,  on  the  third  Tues- 
daj'  of  November. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  all  actions,  suits,  mat- 
ters or  things,  whatsoever,  now  pending,  or  that  hereafter 
may  be  pending  in  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  in  the 
respective  counties  aforesaid,  by  appeals,  continuance  or 
otherwise,  shall  have  day,  be  taken  up,  heard  and  deter- 
mined, by  the  Justices  of  the  said  Supreme  Judicial  Court, 
at  the  times  and  places  aforesaid,  an}-  law,  usage  or  cus- 
tom, to  the  contrary  notwithstanding:  And  all  persons 
that  are  or  shall  be  held,  by  way  of  recognizance  or  other- 
wise, to  appear  at  the  next  Supreme  Judicial  Court  in  any 
of  the  counties  aforesaid,  since  the  last  session  of  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court  in  the  same  county,  shall  be,  and 
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hereby  are  declared  to  be  held  liable  to  appear  before  the 
said  Court,  to  be  held  at  the  time  and  place  in  the  same 
county  beforementioned :  And  the  several  Grand  and 
Petit  Jurors  that  have  been  already,  or  hereafter  may  be 
appointed  by  virtue  of  writs  of  venire  facias,  issued  from 
the  Clerk's  office  of  the  said  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  to 
serve  thereat  since  the  last  session  of  the  same  Court  in 
the  same  county,  shall  be  held  lialde  to  appear  and  serve 
at  the  said  Supreme  Court  in  the  same  count}",  at  the 
time  and  place  before  appointed,  in  the  same  way  and 
manner  as  if  regularly  appointed  to  serve  at  the  time  in 
the  same  county  above  directed,  except  such  Grand  and 
Petit  Jurors  in  the  county  o^  Worcester,  who  were  appointed 
to  serve  at  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  in  April  last,  who 
are  hereby  excused  from  attending  in  consequence  of  such 
appointment  and  notice.  September  21,  1782. 


Chapter  o. 

Chan    ^    RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  the  selectmen  of  coxhall, 

■i  EXCUSING  THE   TOWN  AND   THE   SELECTMEN  THEREOF,  FOR 

NOT  PROCURING  THE  SOLDIERS  SOONER,  AND  DIRECTING 
THE  SHERIFF  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  YORK,  TO  RETURN  THE 
EXECUTION  FOR  A  DEFICIENCY. 

Wliereas  it  appears,  that  the  resolve  of  the  General 
Court,  passed  the  2(1  day  of  December,  1780, _/b?'  raising 
soldiers  for  the  Continental  service,  ivas  not  received  in  the 
to7vn  of  CoxhaU  jjrevious  to  the  issuing  an  execution  against 
the  selectmen  of  said  town,  on  account  of  a  neglect  of  duty 
required  by  said  resolve;  since  lohich  they  have  at  great 
expence procured  three  good  and  effective  men  to  serve  three 
years,  and  delivered  the  same  to  one  of  the  Continental 
Muster  Masters,  being  the  quota  required  of  said  toivn  by 
said  resolve;  and  have  by  their  petition,  for  reasons  therein 
set  forth,  prayed  for  an  exemption  from  any  fine  or  penalty 
for  not  furnishing  said  soldiers  sooner : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  said  petition  be 
granted,  and  that  the  said  town,  and  the  selectmen  thereof, 
be,  and  hereby  are  excused  and  exempted  from  any  line 
or  penalty  which  they  may  have  incurred  for  not  procur- 
ing their  said  soldiers  sooner ;  and  that  the  sheriff  of  the 
county  of  York  be,  and  hereby  is  directed,  to  return  the 
said  execution  issued  in  consequence  of  a  deficiency  of  said 
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soldiers  in  said  town,  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Common- 
wealth, as  satisfied  in  full,  any  law  or  resolve  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding.  September  23^  1782. 

Chapter  6. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  AARON  JEWETT  OF  LITTLETON,  QJiari     6 
EMPOWERING    HIM    TO    MAKE    SALE    OF    THE    REAL    ESTATE  -^' 

MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  o/"  Aaron  Jewett  q/" Littleton,  adminis- 
trator on  the  estate  o/"  John  Park,  lafe  of  Fitchburg,  in  the 
county  of  Worcester,  deceased,  intestate,  praying  for  lib- 
erty to  mahe  sale  of  the  real  estate  in  his  petition  mentioned, 
for  reasons  therein  set  forth. • 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  said  petitioner  be  granted, 
and  that  the  petitioner  be,  and  hereby  is  empowered,  to 
make  sale  of  the  real  estate  in  the  petition  mentioned,  for 
the  most  the  same  will  fetch,  and  make  and  execute  a  good 
and  lawful  deed  or  deeds  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers, 
he  observing  the  rules  and  directions  of  the  law  for  the 
sale  of  real  estates  by  executors  and  administrators,  first 
giving  sufficient  security  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the 
county  of  Worcester,  that  the  proceeds  of  said  sale  shall 
be  applied  in  manner  following,  viz.  that  the  interest  of 
one  third  part  thereof  be  annually  paid  to  the  widow  of 
the  deceased,  during  her  natural  life,  and  the  remainder 
of  the  other  two  thirds,  if  any  be  after  the  just  debts  are 
paid,  and  deducting  the  charges  of  settling  said  estate,  be 
put  on  interest  until  the  heirs  arrive  to  lawful  age,  and 
then  be  paid  to  each  of  them  respectively,  as  they  shall  so 
arrive,  and  the  other  third,  after  the  decease  of  said  widow, 
to  be  paid  to  said  heirs  in  les^al  proportion. 

September  23,1782. 

Chapter  7. 

RESOLVE    ALLOWING  SHUBAEL  TAYLOR  HALF-PAY   AS  A    SOL-  (JJidj)     'J 
DIER,  AND  DIRECTING  THE  COMMITTEE  FOR  SETTLING  WITH  ^  * 

THE  ARMY,  TO  MAKE  UP  HIS  PAY  TO  THE  15th  OF  MAT,  1780. 

Upon  the  representation  q/"  John  Lucas,  Commissary  of 
Pensioners,  in  behalf  of 'Shvih^e\  Taylor,  a  soldier  in  Col. 
Bradford's  regiment,  loho  was  disabled  while  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  1778  : 

Resolved,  That  Shiibael  Taylor  be  allowed  half-pay  as 
a  soldier,  to  commence  the  15th  day  oi  May,  1780. 
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It  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  settling 
with  the  army,  be,  and  the}^  are  hereby  directed,  to  make 
up  the  pay  to  the  said  Shubael  Taylor,  to  the  15th  day  of 
May ,  1780.  September  23,  1 782 . 


Chapter  8. 

QJiav.    8      RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  WILLIAM  GREENWOOD,  DIRECT- 
^  '  ING  THE   NAVAL-OFFICER   FOR  NEWBURY-PORT  TO  PERMIT 

HIM   TO  DEPART   FOR  NOVA  SCOTIA,   WITH   SUCH  NECESSA- 
RIES AS  HE  SHALL  JUDGE  PROPER. 

On  the  petition  of  William  Greenwood,  of  Barrington, 
in  the  province  q/"Nova  Scotia  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Naval  Officer  for  Newburyport  be, 
and  he  hereby  is  directed,  to  permit  the  said  William 
Greenwood  to  depart  from  the  said  port  with  his  schooner, 
for  said  Barrington,  and  also  to  take  on  lioard  said 
schooner  the  value  of  the  fish  brought  in  the  said  schooner, 
in  such  necessaries  and  articles  as  the  said  Naval  Officer 
may  think  proper,  for  the  use  of  the  thirty-three  poor 
families  to  whom  it  belonged,  they  being  represented  as 
great  friends  to  the  United  States.  Any  expences  the 
said  Naval  Officer  has  been  at  in  the  approved  discharge  of 
'  his  duty,  to  be  paid  by  the  said  Greenwood. 

September  24,  1 782. 


Chap.  9 


Chapter  9. 

RESOLVE  EMPOWERING  THE  TREASURER  TO  RECEIVE  GOV- 
ERNMENT SECURITIES  ON  LOAN,  WHICH  WERE  ISSUED  BY 
THE  LATE  TREASURER  GRAY,  EXCEPTING  THOSE  GIVEN  TO 
ABSENTEES. 

Whereas  doubts  have  arisen  whether  the  Treasurer  is 
sufficiently  empoivered  by  an  act,  intitled,  "  An  act  to 
emjjower  the  Treasurer  to  receive  government  securities  on 
loan,  to  the  amount  of  eight  hundred  thousand  pounds," 
to  receive  those  government  securities  on  said  loan,  which 
were  issued  by  the  late  Treasurer,  Harrison  Gray,  Esquire: 
Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be  and  he  hereby  is 
directed  and  impowered  to  receive  all  outstanding  govern- 
ment securities  on  loan  which  were  issued  by  the  late 
Harrison   Gray,  Esq  ;  excepting  those  which  were  given 
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<>Y  negotiated  to  Absentees,  on  the  same  footing,  as  to 
interest  and  I)onnty,  with  other  government  securities 
which  have  been  issued  by  the  present  Treasurer. 

September  24,  1782. 


Chapter  10. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  MARTHA  OXNARD. 

On  the  petition  of  Martha  Oxxvay A,  praying  for  leave  to 
go  to  her  husband  at  Penolxscot : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  said  Martha  Oxnard  be  and  she  is  hereby 
permitted  to  go  to  Penobscot,  by  the  way  of  a  flag,  as 
prayed  for  in  the  petition  ;  and  that  she  have  leave  to  take 
with  her  two  servant  maids,  and  such  part  of  her  house- 
hold goods  as  the  selectmen  of  Falmouth  shall  admit  of — 
not  to  remove  from  the  said  Penobscot  to  any  other  part 
of  this  Commonwealth  without  leave  from  the  General 
Court.  September  28,1782. 

Chapter  11. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  COL.   WILLIAM  SMITH. 

On  the  petition  of  Col.  William  ^m.\t\i,  p)i'aying  that  he 
inay  be  released  from  the  penalty  of  an  agreement  entered 
into  with  the  Board  of  War,  respecting  the  delivery  of  a 
certain  quantity  of  flour  : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  settling  the  Board  of 
War's  accounts  be  and  they  hereby  are  directed  to  settle 
and  liquidate  the  account  that  now  stands  open  between 
the  said  Board  of  War  and  Col.  William  Smith,  without 
any  reference  being  had  to  any  forfeiture  on  the  part  of 
the  said  Col.  Smith.  September  25,  1782. 

Chapter  12. 


Chap.  10 


Chap.   11 


AND   ASSESSED   ON   THE   INHABITANTS   OF    THE   COUNTY  OF 
PLYMOUTH. 

WJiereas  it  appears  by  an  estimate  of  the  Justices  of  the 

Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  peace  for  the  County  of 

Plymouth  that  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  twenty  pounds 

will  be  necessary  for  defraying  the  charges  of  the  county 

for  the  present  year  1782  :  Therefore, 


Chap.  12 
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Resolved,  That  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  a  tax  of 
fom^  hundred  and  ticenty  pounds,  to  be  apportioned  and 
assessed  on  the  inhabitants  of  said  county  and  estates  lying 
within  the  same,  and  collected,  paid  and  applied  for  the 
use  of  said  county,  according  to  the  laws  of  this  Common- 
wealth. September  26,  1782.- 


Chap.  13 


Chapter  13. 

RESOLVE  INTITLING  SAMUEL  BRADISH  TO  ONE  THIRD  OF   SOL- 
DIER'S WAGES  FROM  APRIL  4,  1779. 

Upon  the  repi'esentation  of  John  Lucas,  Commissm'ij  of 
Pensioners,  in  behalf  of  Ssimnel  Bradish,  a  soldier  in  Col. 
Doolittle's  regiment,  and  in  Capt.  Abel  Wilder's  company, 
who  ivas  ivounded  in  his  head  on  the  heights  of  Charles- 
town,  the  nth  of  June  1775,  by  irhich  he  lost  his  left  eye, 
and  is  thereby  rendered  incapable  of  supporting  hiriiself : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Samuel  Bradish  be  intitled  to 
one  third  part  of  soldier's  wages  from  April  4th,  1779,  at 
which  time  he  was  discharged,  till  further  order  of  this 
Court  or  Congress.  September  27,  1782. 

Chapter  14. 

Chan    14  Resolve  impowering  thomas  ivers,  esq;  assistant  treas- 

-^  URER,  TO  SIGN  ALL  GOVERNMENT  SECURITIES  AND  RECEIPTS 

FOR  MONIES,  DURING  THE  PRESENT  ILLNESS  OF  TREASURER 
GARDNER. 

W7ie7'eas  the  business  of  the  Treasury  must  be  greatly 
impeded  by  the  present  sickness  of  the  T'reasurer,  unless 
provision  is  made  for  signing  notes,  receipts,  (&c. 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  Ivers,  Esq,  Assistant  Treasurer, 
be  and  he  hereby  is  empowered  and  directed,  in  behalf 
of  the  Treasurer,  to  sign  all  government  securities  and 
receipts  for  monies  which  may  be  paid  into  the  Treasury, 
during  the  present  sickness  of  the  Treasurer,  which  shall 
be  considered  as  valid  and  eflectual,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, as  if  signed  by  the  Treasurer. 

September  27,  1782. 


Chap.  15 


Chapter  15. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF   ELIZABETH  BELCHER. 

On  the  petition  q/"  Elizabeth  Belcher, 
Resolved,  That  said  Elizabeth  Belcher  be  and  she  hereby 
is  permitted  to  go  to  JSfew  York,  in  any  cartel  bound  from 
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this  Commonwealth  to  that  phice,  for  reasons  set  forth  in 
her  petition,  not  to  return  again  without  leave  first  obtained 
from  the  legislature  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  also  to 
take  with  her  a  servant  girl  and  their  personal  appendages, 
and  such  effects  only  as  may  be  necessary  for  their  suit- 
able accommodation  on  their  passage  to  England;  and  the 
Commissary  of  Prisoners  is  hereby  directed  carefully  to 
inspect  her  and  her  effects,  and  to  take  especial  care  that 
no  letters  of  intelligence  be  conveyed  to  the  enemies  of 
the  United  States  by  means  hereof.     Se^nemher  26,  1782. 

Chapter   16. 

RESOLVE  FOR  ADJOURNING  THE  SUPREME  JUDICIAL  COURT  TO  pl.^.^  1  C 
BE  HOLDEN  AT  GREAT  BARRINGTON,  TO  THE  FIRST  TUESDAY  ^'^^P'  ^^ 
OF  MAT  NEXT. 

Whereas  hy  reason  of  sickness  in  the  family  of  one  of 
the  Justices  thereof,  a  quorum  of  the  Honorable  the  Justices 
of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  cannot  attend  at  said  Court 
to  be  holden  at  Great  Barrington,  in  and  for  the  County 
o/"  Berkshire,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  OciohQv  next :  There- 
fore, 

Resolved,  That  said  Supreme  Judicial  Court  to  have 
been  holden  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  October  next  be  and 
hereby  is  adjourned  to  the  first  Tuesday  of  May  next. 
And  all  processes  shall  then  be  returned,  actions  entered 
and  parties  have  day  in  court,  and  the  same  proceedings 
shall  then  be  had  in  all  matters  and  causes,  whether  civil 
or  criminal,  as  might  have  been  if  said  court  had  been 
holden  on  the  said  first  Tuesday  of  October. 

September  27,1782. 

Chapter  17. 

RESOLVE  MAKING  NULL  AND  VOID  A  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETI-  (JJin^  V7 
TION  OF    WILLIAM  PUTNAM  AND  OTHERS,  A  COMMITTEE  FOR  -i  ' 

THE  TOWN  OF  STERLING,  PASSED  THE  '26th  OF   APRIL  LAST. 

Whei'eas  the  General  Court  upon  the  petition  o/"  William 
Putnam  and  others,  a  committee  for  the  tovm  of  Sterling, 
did  by  a  resolve  passed  the  'IGth  day  of  April  last,  confirm 
ai\d  mcike  valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes  an  assessme?it 
of  certain  taxes  therein  mentioned,  made  by  the  assessors 
of  Sterling  on  thepersons  and  lands  of  certain  inhabitants  of 
Shrewsbury  therein  described,  and  did  also  authorize  and 
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empower  the  constables  or  collectors  of  Sterling  to  collect 
the  same,  and  it  noic  appearing  to  this  Court  that  the  said 
inhabitants  of  Shrewsbury  ^vere  not  heard  in  ansicer  to 
said  petition,  and  that  civil  process  was  then,  and  noic  is 
pending,  by  which  the  legality  and  equity  of  said  assess- 
ment may  be  determined  in  a  judicial  court,  which  process 
the  General  Court  had  not  then  hmoicledge  of : 

Be  it  therefore  Resolved,  that  the  said  Resolve  of  26th 
of  April  last  be  and  the  same  hereby  is  repealed  and  made 
null  and  void,  and  of  no  force,  validity  or  effect  to  any 
intent  or  purpose  whatever.  October  2,  1782. 


Chap.  18 


Chapter  18. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  MARCT  FERGUSON. 

On  the  petition  q/*Marcy  Ferguson,  loife  of  Adam  Fer- 
guson, late  of  Newport  in  Rhode  Island,  praying  for  lib- 
erty to  sell  a  certain  piece  of  land  lying  in  Dartmouth  in 
this  Commonwealth,  j/^jr  reasons  therein  mentioned. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court  that  Adam  Ferguson 
has  for  a  long  time  been  and  still  is  loith  the  enemy  in  New 
York,  u'hile  his  wife  Marcy  Ferguson  remains  u'ith  tiva 
small  children  in  said  Newport,  under  very  difficult  cir- 
cumstances, and  suffering  for  icant  of  necessary  support: 
Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  Marcy  Ferguson  be  and  she  is  hereby 
impowered  to  make  sale  of  the  land  mentioned  in  her  peti- 
tion dated  the  12th  day  of  September,  1782,  to  make  and 
execute  a  good  and  authentic  deed  or  deeds  to  the  pur- 
chaser or  purchasers  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  she  being 
a  femme-covert  notwithstanding.  October  2,  1782. 

Chapter  19. 

Char)    19  resolve  allowing  daniel  hicket  half  pay  as  a  soldier, 

"'  TO  COMMENCE  AUG.  25,  178L 

Upon  the  representation  of  John  Lucas,  Commissary  of 
Pensioners,  iii  behalf  of  Daniel  Hickey,  a  soldier  in  the 
service  and  pay  of  the  States,  in  Col.  Vose's  regiment, 
who  was  2vounded  the  17th  of  February  1781,  by  which 
he  has  lost  the  use  of  his  right  arm. 

Resolved,  That  said  Daniel  Hickey  be  allowed  half  pay 
as  a  soldier,  to  commence  August  25th,  1781,  till  other- 
ways  ordered  by  this  Court  or  Cono-ress. 

^  September  28,  1782. 
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Chapter  20. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  AXDREW  OLIVER,  ESQ; 

On  tJie pefi'tion  o/*  Andrew  Oliver,  Esq  ; 

Resolved,  That  the  agent  on  the  estate  of  William  Brat- 
tle, hite  of  Cambridge,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  Esq  ; 
deceased,  absentee,  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and 
directed  to  pay  to  Andrew  Oliver,  Esq  ;  of  Salem,  in  the 
county  of  Essex,  the  sum  o{ six  hundred  ninety  nine j)Ounds 
four  s/iillinc/s  and  two  pence,  as  certiiied  by  the  commis- 
sioners to  the  Judge  of  Prol)ate,  December  1779,  in  specie, 
said  sum  being  due  from  said  Brattle  to  said  Oliver,  as 
api)eared  to  said  commissioners  by  full  and  sufficient  evi- 
dence, the  said  Oliver  giving  bond  to  the  Judge  of  Probate 
for  the  county  of  Middlesex,  to  refund  what  may  be  his 
proportion,  in  case  the  estate  of  the  said  Brattle  shall  here- 
after appear  to  be  insolvent.  October  2,  1782. 

Chapter  21. 

RESOLVE  ESTABLISHING  THE  TIME  FOR  HOLDING  THE  SUPREME 
JUDICIAL  COURT  AT  TAUNTON,!^  THE  COUNTY  OF  BRISTOL, 
ON  THE  SECOND  TUESDAY  OF  NOVEMBER  NEXT. 

Whereas  by  a  resohition  of  the  General  Court  2:)ass\l 
the  '2lst  o/"  September  inst.  the  Suj^reme  Judicial  Court  is 
to  be  held  at  Taunton,  in  the  county  of  Bristol,  on  the  sec- 
ond Wednesday  of  November  next,  ivhich  time  is  found  to 
be  inconvenient  and  not  to  ansicer  the  purpose  intended  : 
Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  resolution  which  passed  the 
General  Court  the  21st  day  of  September  instant,  establish- 
ing the  time  for  the  sitting  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court 
in  the  several  counties  of  this  Commonwealth,  l)e  and 
hereby  is  so  far  repealed  and  made  null  and  void  as 
res[)ects  the  sitting  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  in  the 
county  of  Bristol  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  JSfovember 
next.  And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  a  Supreme  eludi- 
cial  Court  shall  be  held  at  Taunton,  in  the  county  of  Bris- 
tol, on  the  second  Tuesday  of  JSTovemher  next ;  and  that  all 
actions,  suits,  matters  or  things  whatsoever  now  pending, 
or  that  hereafter  may  be  pending  in  said  Court,  shall  have 
day,  be  taken  up,  heard  and  determined  by  the  Justices 
of  the  said  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  at  the  time  and  place 
aforesaid.     And  all  persons  that  are  or  shall  be  held  by 


Chap.  20 


Chap.  21 
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way  of  recognizance,  or  otherwise,  to  appear  at  the  next 
Supreme  Judicial  Court  in  said  county  of  Bristol,  shall  be 
and  hereby  are  declared  to  l)e  held  liable  to  appear  before 
said  Court  to  be  held  at  Taunton  aforesaid  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  November  next.  September  28,  1782. 


Chap.  22 


Chapter  33. 

RESOLVE  UPON  THE  PETITION  OF   WILLIAM  WEST. 

Upon  the  petition  of  William  West,  praying  that  a  flag 
may  be  granted  for  the  purpose  of  going  on  board  the  Brit- 
ish ship  Jupiter,  now  in  this  bay,  in  order  to  redeem  his 
S07),  noiv  a  j^i^isoner  on  board  said  ship  : 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  be  requested  to  commission 
a  flag  for  the  purpose  aforesaid.  September  28,  1782. 


Chapter  33. 


Chap.  23 


RESOLVE  UPON  THE  PETITION  OF  A  NUMBER  OF  INHABITANTS 
OF  THE  TOWN  OF  SALEM. 

Upon  the  petition  of  a  number  of  inhabitants  of  the  toivn 
of  Ssdem, praying  that  they  may  be  j^er^niitted,  at  their  oum 
expence,  to  flt.out  a  flag  to  go  to  New  York,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  redeeming  a  number  of  American  oflicers  and  sea- 
men, now  confined  on  board  the  Prison  Ship  there: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  be  granted, 
and  that  the  Governor  be  requested  to  commission  a  flag 
for  the  purpose  aforesaid.  September  28,  1782. 


Chapter  34. 

Chart.  24  k^esolve  directing  the  committee  for  settling  with 
^  '  the  army  to  certify  an  additional  SUM  of  thirty 

SHILLINGS     per  MONTH  TO  SURGEONS  AND  SURGEON'S 
MATES  OF  THE  ARMY. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  settling  with  the 
Army  be  and  they  hereby  are  directed  to  certify  to  the 
Governor  and  Council  that,  agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of 
Congress  of  Sept.  30,  1780,  there  was  an  additional  sum 
of  thirty  shillings  per  month  to  the  Surgeons  and  Sur- 
geon's Mates  of  the  army,  which  was  not  included  in  the 
certificates  made  out  to  the  Surgeons  and  Surgeon's  Mates 
aforesaid.     And  the  Governor,  with  advice  of  Council,  is 
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requested  to  give  u  warrant  on  the  Treasurer  of  this  Com- 
monwealtli  for  the  additional  sum  of  thirty  sltillings  per 
month,  for  three  months,  to  the  Surgeons  and  Surgeon's- 
mates  as  aforesaid .  And  the  Treasurer  aforesaid  is  directed 
to  pay  the  said  additional  pay  of  tliirty  shilUngs  per  month, 
for  the  said  three  months,  out  of  the  next  State  tax. 

Sejjtember  30,  17S2. 

Chapter  35. 

RESOLVE  ON   THE   PETITION   OF  JOHN  AVERY,   JUN.   RESPECT-  (JhaiJ     25 
ING  FOUR  NOTES  HE  RECEIVED   OF  JOHX  FESSENDEX,  ESQ;  ^  * 

ONE  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  FOR  SELLING  ABSENTEES  ESTATES 
IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  WORCESTER. 

On  f/te petition  o/*John  Avery,  Jim.  Esq  ; 

liesolved,  That  the  four  notes,  to  the  amount  of  eight 
Jinndred  ticenty-nine  j^ounds  ten  shillings,  delivered  into 
the  Secretary's  office  by  Joh7i  Fessenden,  Esq  ;  one  of  the 
committee  for  selling  absentees  estates  in  the  county  of 
Worcester,  which  he  received  of  JonatJian  Warner,  Esq  ; 
acrreeable  to  a  resolution  of  November  2,  1781,  in  discharo;e 
of  a  mortgao-e  of  said  Jonathan's,  be  delivered  to  the  Treas- 
urer  of  this  Commonwealth,  who  is  hereby  directed  to 
charge  himself  therefor,  and  credit  the  said  John  Fessen- 
den, Esq  ;  and  committee  as  aforesaid,  for  the  same  ;  and 
the  Treasurer  is  further  directed  to  deliver  said  notes  into 
the  hands  of  the*  committee  appointed  to  deface  the  gov- 
ernment securities,  agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  the  General 
Court  for  that  purpose. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  examining  and  set- 
tling the  Treasurer's  accounts  be  and  they  are  hereby 
directed  to  charge  the  aforesaid  eight  hundred  tiuenty  nine 
jwunds  ten  shillings  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Common- 
wealth.      .  October  1,  1782. 


Chapter  26. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JOSEPH  TITCOMB. 

On  the  petition  of  Josepii  Titcomb,  praying  that  the 
copjy  of  the  last  luill  and  testament  of  his  late  father,  John 
Titcomb,  may  he  ratified,  it  loas  ordered  by  the  whole  Court 
on  June  btli  1782,  that  the  said  p)€titioner  serve  Samuel 
Titcomb,  mentioned  in  said  copy,  and  all  others  concer)ied. 


Chap.  26 
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icitJi  an  attested  copy  of  said  jietition,  and  of  the  copy 
therein  mentioned,  as  also  of  this  ordei\  fourteen  days 
before  the  first  day  of  the  next  session  of  this  Court,  and 
notify  them  to  appear  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  same 
session,  to  sheir  cause,  if  any  they  have,  u-hy  tJie  jirayer  of 
said  petition  should  not  be  granted.  The  fiaid  Joseph  Tit- 
coDib  having  returned  from  the  proper  officer  an  attestation, 
that  the  said  Samuel  Titcorab,  brother  of  the  said  Joseph, 
Jeremiah  Pearson,  brother  in  law,  Closes  Rogers  and 
his  u'ife,  sister  of  the  said  Joseph,  have  been  duly  noti- 
fied, according  to  the  above  order  of  the  General  Court, 
and  been  served  icith  the  several  papers  therein  mentioned, 
and  all  within  the  time  mentioned:  the  said  Joseph  Tit- 
comb  having  also  attended  at  the  time  assigned  the  parties, 
and  produced  a  certificate  from  the  aforesaid  Samuel  Tit- 
comb,  Jeremiah  Pearson,  and  Moses  Kogers,  imjwrting 
that  they  have  no  objections  against  the  copy  of  a  ivill  said 
to  be  John  Titcomb's,  presented  by  Joseph  Titcomb,  as 
set  forth  in  his  petition  to  be  ratified  as  his  last  irill  and 
testament,  which  certificate  icas  attested  by  the  said  Samuel 
Titcomb,  Jeremiah  Pearson,  and  Moses  Rogers,  on  oath, 
before  Theophilus  Parsons,  justice  of  the  peace,  and  no 
persons  apfpearing  on  the  day  set  for  the  parties  to  cdtend 
except  the  said  Joseph  Titcomb  : 

Resolved,  That  the  copy  of  the  will  presented  b}'  the 
said  Joseph  Titcomb  as  oF  the  last  will  and  testament  of 
John  Titcomb,  deceased,  be  allowed  and  ratified,  and  that 
the  tTudge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of  Essex  be  and  he 
herel\v  is  directed  to  have  the  said  copy  registered  in  the 
registry  of  Probate  for  said  county,  and  that  the  said  copy 
be  allowed  as  valid  as  though  it  was  the  original,  and  that 
proceedings  be  allowed  and  had  thereon  accordingly. 

October  1,  1782. 


Chap.  27 


Chapter  37. 

RESOLVE  HIGHLY  APPROVING  OF  THE  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 
COMMITTEE  APPOINTED  TO  REPAIR  TO  THE  COUNTY  OF 
HAMPSHIBE,  AND  DIRECTING  SAID  COMMITTEE  TO  EXHIBIT 
THEIR   ACCOUNTS  FOR  EXAMINATION  AND  ALLOWANCE. 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  report  of  the 
committee  appointed  to  repair  to  the  county  of  Hampshire, 
to  enquire  into  the  grounds  of  dissatisfaction  there,  correct 
misinformation,  and  endeavour  the  removal  of  groundless 
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jeciloii}<!es,  Jiave  attended  that  service,  and  beg  leave  to  report 
the  foU owing  resolves  : 

Resolved,  That  this  Court  highly  approve  of  the  pro- 
ceedinirs  of  that  Committee  for  their  indefatigable  and 
successful  endeavours  in  so  great  a  degree  quieting  the 
disturbances  that  had  arisen  in  said  county. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  that  said  Committee  exhibit 
their  accounts  for  that  service  that  the  same  may  be 
examined  and  allowed.  October  2,  1782. 


Chap.  28 


Chapter  28. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  WATERMAN  THOMAS. 

On  the  petition  of  W'dtermiin  Thomas,  praj/iyig  that  he 
onay  he  enabled  to  discharge  one  certain  obligation  given  by 
him  and  Briggs  Thomas  to  Nathan  Mitchel,  one  of  the 
committee  for  the  sale  of  estates  of  absentees  in  the  county 
of  Plymouth,  ivitJt  bills  which  were  of  public  credit  when 
said  debt  became  due,  agreeably  to  the  said  obligation,  and 
for  the  recovery  of  which  an  action  is  now  pending  in  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  the  said  county  of  Plymouth, 
for  reasons  mentioned  in  said  petition. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  j^athan  Mitchel  be  and  he  is 
hereby  directed  to  receive  of  the  said  Briggs  and  Water- 
man continental  bills  which  w^ere  bills  of  public  credit 
when  the  said  debt  l^ecame  due,  at  the  value  they  were 
then  established  by  the  law  of  this  Commonwealth,  agree- 
ably to  his  express  agreement,  and  in  full  satisfaction  for 
said  obligation,  and  become  nonsuit  in  said  action,  and 
the  Justices  of  the  said  Court  are  hereby  directed  to  con- 
duct accordingly. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Commonwealth  be  and  hereby  is  directed  to  receive  of  the 
said  Nathan  the  said  bills,  and  credit  him  therefor  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  they  had  been  paid  when  they  became 
due.  ^  Octoher  2,1782. 

Chapter  29. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  MICHAEL  HUMBLE,  PERMITTING  nj^fj^t     29 
HIM  TO  DISPOSE  OF  CERTAIN  ARTICLES.  y^^ltup.    ^V 

On  tJie  p)^tition  of  Michael  Humble: 
Resolved.  That  the  pra3'er  of  the  petitioner  be  granted, 
and  that  he  have  liberty  under  the  inspection  of  the  naval 
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officer  for  the  port  of  Boston  to  dispose  of  cordage  and 
slops  to  the  amount  of  tJiree  hundred  j)ounds  sterling  to 
the  continental  agent,  for  the  use  of  the  public. 

Octobers,  17S2. 

Chapter  30. 

Chap.  30  RESOLVE  ON  the  petition  of  zebedee  sprout,  agent  on 

^  '  the  estates  of  peter  OLIVER,  SEN.  AND   PETER    OLIVER 

JUN.   ABSENTEES,    APPOINTING    A    COMMITTEE    TO    ENQUIRE 
INTO   SAID  AGENT'S  CONDUCT. 

On  the  petition  of  Zebedee  Sprout,  agent  on  the  estates 
of  Peter  Oliver,  sen.  and  Peter  Oliver,  jun.  absentees  : 

Resolved,  That  Samuel  JSTiles,  Hugh  Orr  and  Elijah 
Dunbar,  Esq'rs,  be  a  committee  to  repair  to  Middle- 
borough  as  soon  as  may  be,  and  there  enquire  into  the 
manner  of  said  agent's  conducting  the  business  of  his 
agency,  and  of  the  probability  there  was  of  his  being 
ignorant  of  the  Resolves  of  this  Court  directing  agents  on 
absentees  estates  when  and  where  to  pay  the  money  they 
received  belonging  to  said  estates,  and  report  as  soon  as 
may  be,  at  the  expence  of  said  petitioner. 

October  2,1782. 


Ghai^,  31 


Chapter  31. 

RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  COMMISSARY  GENERAL  TO  PAY  JOHN 
PREBBLE,  CAPTAIN  OF  A  COMPANY  OF  INDIANS,  £.49,  IN 
MONEY   OR   PROVISIONS,  BEING   FOR  BACK   RATIONS. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissary-General  of  this  Com- 
monwealth be  directed  to  pay  John  Prebble,  Captain  of  a 
company  of  Indians  in  the  eastern  department,  under  Col. 
John  Allen,  £.49,  in  money  or  provisions,  being  for  1470 
back  rations,  due  to  him  from  the  20th  of  January  1781 
to  the  inth  of  August  1782,  at  eight  pence  per  ration,  and 
charge  the  same  to  the  United  States.       October  4,  1782. 

Chapter  33. 

Chr/n      S2  ^   GRANT   OF  £.50,   TO    WILLIAM  BAKER,   MESSENGER   OF  THE 
^     "-Jf  GENERAL  COURT,  FOR  ONE  QUARTER'S  SERVICE,  AND  DIRECT- 

ING THE    AGENT  TO  SUPPLY  HIM  WITH   A    PIECE    OF   LINEN. 

On  the  j^etition  of  William  Baker,  Messenger  to  the 
General  Court  : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  to  William  Baker,  out  of 
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the  Treasury  of  this  Commonwefilth  fifty  j)Ounds,  for  one 
quarter's  service,  ending  the  25th  o^  August  last: 

Also  ResolvecU  That  the  Honorable  Caleb  Davis,  Esq  ; 
agent  for  this  Commonwealth  be  directed  to  supply  him 
the  said  Bal'er  with  a  piece  of  linen  suitable  for  shirts,  in 
consideration  of  his  extra  services.  Octobers,  1782. 

Chapter  33. 

RESOLVE   ON   THE    PETITION   OF  THE    REV.     PHINEHAS    WHIT-  Qhai?.    33 
XEr  AND   ZABDIEL  ADAMS,   GUARDIANS  TO  TPIE   HEIRS   OF  ^  ' 

TEMPERANCE   GORDON'S  ESTATE. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Bev.  Phinehas  Whitney  and 
Zabdiel  Adams,  guardians  to  the  minors  that  are  heirs 
to  the  estate  of  Temperance  Gordon,  late  of  Dunstable, 
deceased,  jjr ay ing  that  the  Judge  of  Probate  may  be  impow- 
ered  to  order  distribution  to  be  made  of  said  estate,  for 
reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  l)e  granted, 
and  the  Judge  of  Prol)ate  for  the  county  of  Middlesex  be 
and  he  is  hereb^^  empowered,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  dis- 
tril)ute  the  estate  of  Temperance  Gordon,  late,  of  Dun- 
stable, deceased,  in  such  proportion  as  will  comport  with 
the  last  will  and  testament  of  the  testatrix,  the  youngest 
child  not  having  arrived  to  twent}^  one  years  of  age  not- 
withstanding. October  4,  1782. 


Chapter  34. 

RESOLVE    FOR    DISCONTINUING   THE   OFFICE   OF   AGENT,   COM-  (Jhaqj     34 
MITTEE  ON   ACCOUNTS,   COMMITTEE   ON  THE   PAY  ROLLS   OF  -^' 

THE  MILITIA,  REDUCING  THE  COMMITTEE  FOR  SETTLING 
WITH  THE  ARMY,  AND  DIRECTING  THE  COMMITTEE  FOR 
METHODIZING  ACCOUNTS  TO  CALL  UPON  THE  COMMITTEE 
OF  SEQUESTRATION  FOR  THE  SETTLEMENT  OF  THEIR 
ACCOUNTS. 

Resolved,  That  the  office  of  Agent  of  this  Common- 
wealth, be  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January  1783 
discontinued,  and  that  such  part  of  the  business  of  the 
said  agent,  as  relates  to  the  building  and  equipping  such 
armed  or  other  vessels  as  have  from  time  to  time  by  the 
General  Court  been  ordered  to  be  built  or  equipt.  The 
receiving  and  disposing  of  all  prize  and  other  goods,  &c. 
that  may  arrive,  being  the  property  of  this  Commonwealth. 
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The  providing  workmen  and  materials  for  the  lalwratory. 
Cloathing  the  troops  in  tlie  service  and  pay  of  this  Com- 
monwealth. Providing  military  stores  and  other  articles 
for  the  castle  and  other  forts,  agreeable  to  order  from  the 
General  Court  or  the  Governor,  and  providing  and  keeping 
in  order  the  boats  for  the  hospital,  devolve  on  the  Com- 
missary General  of  this  Commonwealth,  who  is  hereby 
directed  to  attend  to  the  same. 

And  that  Caleb  Davis,  Esq  ;  Agent  for  this  Common- 
wealth, be  and  hereby  is  directed  on  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary  1783  to  deliver  the  books  of  the  late  Board  of  War 
to  the  Committee  for  stating  and  methodizing  the  public 
accounts  ;  and  the  said  Committee  are  directed  as  soon  as 
may  be  to  adjust  the  same,  and  make  return  of  the  bal- 
lances  thereon  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  ; 
and  the  said  Treasurer  is  hereby  directed  to  commence 
processes  in  law  against  such  persons  as  shall  appear  to 
be  indebted  to  the  Commonwealth  on  the  said  accounts 
and  refuse  or  neglect  to  make  payment. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee,  called  the  Committee  on 
Accounts,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January  1783  be 
discontinued. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  settling  with  the 
Army  be  reduced  to  a  single  person,  with  the  assistance 
of  a  clerk  of  such  person  to  be  chosen  by  joint  ballot  of 
both  houses. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  methodizing  and  stat- 
ing the  public  accounts  lie  and  hereby  are  impovvered  and 
directed  to  call  upon  the  Committee  of  Sequestration  for 
the  settlement  of  their  accounts  ;  and  if  the  said  Committee 
of  Sequestration  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  adjust  the  same, 
the  Committee  for  methodizing  and  stating  public  accounts 
are  hereby  directed,  on  the  first  day  of  January  next,  to 
deliver  the  accounts  of  the  said  Committee  of  Sequestra- 
tion to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  the  Treas- 
urer is  hereby  directed  foj'thwith  to  deliver  the  same  into 
the  hands  of  the  Attorney  General  of  this  Commonwealth, 
who  is  hereby  directed  immediately  to  commence  a  legal 
process  thereon.  And  that  such  sums  as  may  be  recov- 
ered be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  duplicate 
receipts  to  be  taken  therefor,  one  of  which  to  be  lodged 
in  the  Secretary's  office,  and  be  truly  reserved  as  a  fund 
for  and  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  interest  due  or  that 
may  become  due  on  consolidated  securities. 
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Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Pay-rolls  of  the 
militia  and  state  troops  be  discontinued  after  the  first 
day  of  January  17«3,  and  that  pay  rolls  in  future,  be 
returned  to  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  this  Common- 
wealth, to  be  laid  before  the  Governor  and  Council  for 
careful  examination  and  payment. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  and  Council  be  and  hereby 
are  requested,  from  time  to  time,  at  the  opening  of  the 
sessions,  to  acquaint  the  General  Court,  by  laying  before 
the  two  houses  se[)arately  an  account  of  past  expenditures 
of  government,  how  far  the  provisions  made  may  have 
been  adequate  to  the  purposes  intended ;  and  in  like 
manner  to  lay  before  the  two  houses  an  estimate  of  fur- 
ther charges  that  may  be  necessary,  that  the  General 
Court  may,  without  loss  of  time  (if  they  shall  think 
proper)  proceed  to  make  seasonable  provision  for  them. 

October  21,  1782. 

Chapter  35. 

RESOLVE   ON  THE   PETITION   OF   MART  FOSTER.  Ckcip.  35 

On  the  petition  o/'Mary  Foster  : 

Resolved,  That  Mari/  Foster  be  and  she  is  hereby  per- 
mitted to  go  to  New  York  in  the  next  cartel,  for  reasons 
set  forth  in  her  petition  ;  and  the  Naval  Officer  of  the  Port 
of  Boston  is  hereliy  directed  to  take  efiectual  care  that 
she  do  not  carry  any  letters  of  intelligence,  or  any  articles 
more  than  are  necessary  for  her  voyage.  And  that  she  be 
not  permitted  to  return  again  without  leave  first  obtained 
of  the  General  Court.  October  5,  1782. 

Chapter  36. 


DIRECTING    IN   WHAT    MANNER    EXECUTIONS    NOW  QJiQjn^    36 
'OR    THAT    MAY    HEREAFTER    ISSUE    AGAINST    THE  ^' 


RESOLVE 
ISSUED 

CONSTABLES  AND  COLLECTORS  OF  THE  SEVERAL  TOWNS 
IN  THIS  COMMONWEALTH,  ON  THE  TAX  OF  THREE  HUX- 
DRED  AXD  THREE  THOUSAND  POUNDS,  GRANTED  IN 
OCTOBER  LAST,   MAY  BE   SATISFIED   IN   CERTAIN   CASES. 

Whereas  said  tax  is  in  part  appropriated  to  satisfij 
various  demands  of  the  subjects  of  this  Commonwealth, 
and  executions  have  been  and  are  ordered  to  i^sue  against 
the  several  delinquent  constables  and  collectors  for  bringing 
in  of  said  tax,  and  ivhereas  it  can  serve  no  good  purpose 
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of  government  to  compel  such  persons  to  pay  in  their  p>ro- 
portions  of  said  tax  as  have  demands  up)on  this  Common- 
wealth for  the  discharge  and  satisfaction  whereof  said  tax 
is  ap)propriat€d :  Therefore, 

liesolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be 
and  he  is  hereby  directed  and  impowered,  in  all  cases 
where  executions  have  issued  or  may  issue  for  levying  the 
monies  due  on  said  tax,  to  give  to  any  person  to  whom 
an}^  monies  are  due  and  payable  by  appropriation  out  of 
the  same  tax,  receipt  or  receipts  on  said  constables  and 
collectors,  in  the  same  manner  and  in  all  such  cases  as  he  was 
impowered  and  directed  to  do  Ijefore  said  executions  did 
or  were  ordered  to  issue,  and  said  constables  and  collec- 
tors shall  receive  and  allow  them  accordingly,  and  the 
sheriifs  of  the  several  Counties  of  this  Commonwealth  who 
have  or  shall  have  executions  on  said  tax,  to  levy  the 
monies  due  thereon,  shall  receive  of  their  respective  con- 
stables and  collectors  said  receipts  in  satisfaction  thereof, 
if  offered  instead  of  money,  which  receipts  shall  be  received 
into  the  Treasury  of  this  Commonwealth  and  allowed  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  said  receipts  had  been  given  before 
said  executions  issued.  October  3,  1782. 

Chapter  37. 

Char)    37  i^esolve  fixing  the  value  of  notes  given  to  the  offi- 

-^'  CERS  AND    SOLDIERS    OF   THE    ARMY     FOR    THE    DEPRECIA- 

TION  OF    THEIR  WAGES,  AND   DIRECTING  THE   TREASURER 
TO  OBSERVE   SAID  RULE   IN   CONSOLIDATING   SAID   NOTES. 

The  committee  of  both  Houses  appointed  to  fix  the  value 
of  notes  given  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army  for 
the  depreciation  of  their  wages,  in  order  for  their  being 
consolidated,  report  the  following  estimate,  viz. 

The  Notes  payable  in  March  1783,  at  ld\  for  20s. 
ditto  payal)le  in  March  1784,  at  Id. 
ditto  payaljle  in  March  1785,  at  Qd\ 
ditto  payable  in  March  1786,  at  6cZ. 
ditto  payable  in  March  1787,  at  bd\ 
and  ditto  payable  in  MarcJi  1788,  at  bd\ 

Read  and  accepted,  and  thereupon  Ordered,  That  the 
Treasurer  be  and  he  hereby  is  directed  to  observe  the  fore- 
going rules  in  consolidating  the  notes  above-mentioned, 
when  presented  for  that  purpose  ;  but  he  is  not  to  allow  any 
bounty  on  such' consolidated  notes.  Octoher  8,  1782. 
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Chapter  38. 

RESOLVE  PREVENTING  FLAGS  OF  TRUCE  NOW  IN  THE  HAR- 
BOUR OF  BOSTOy  FROM   SAILING  'TILL  FURTHER  ORDER. 

Whereas  the  cartel  ship  commanded  by  Oapt.  Humble 
has  for  a  considerable  time  past  been  lying  in  the  harbour 
o/" Boston,  and  from  her  station  the  people  belonging  to  her 
have  Jiad  full  opportunity  of  observing  the  number,  force 
and  circumstances  of  the  fleet  binder  the  command  of  the 
Marquis  de  Vaudreuil.  And  it  ajypears  that  the  said  car- 
tel, on  Iter  leaving  port,  is  to  proceed  directly  to  New  York  : 
And  whereas  the  said  Gapt.  Humble,  from  his  residence 
in  the  toivn  of  Boston,  icill  be  enabled,  on  his  arrival  at 
New  York,  to  give  particular  and  minute  information  to 
the  commander  of  his  Britannic  Majesty's  fleet  there,  respect- 
ing the  squadron  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  now  lying 
in  the  harbour  o/"  Boston  : 

Resolved,  That  neither  Capt.  Michael  Humble  nor  any 
other  commander  of  a  Hag  of  truce,  now  lying  in  the  harbour 
oi Boston,  be  permitted  to  depart  without  leave  first  had  and 
obtained  from  the  General  Court,  or  in  the  recess  from 
the  Governor  and  Council  of  this  Commonwealth. 

October  10,  1782. 

Chapter  39. 

RESOLVE  PREVENTING  THE  ENEMY  FROM  BEING  SUPPLIED 
WITH  PROVISIONS  FROM  THE  SHORES  ON  THE  SOUTH  PART 
OF  THIS  COMMONWEALTH. 

WJtereas  it  appears  to  this  Court  that  there  is  danger  of 
the  enemy's  being  suppilied  ivitJi  fresh  provisions  from  the 
shores  on  the  south  part  of  this  Commonivecdth  and  the 
Elizabeth  Islands,  unless  measures  are  tal-en  to  prevent  the 
same  : 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  the  selectmen  and  militia  offi- 
cer in  th6  several  towns  of  Dighton,  Swanzey,  llehoboth, 
Freetown  and  Dartmouth  in  the  county  of  Bristol,  Roches- 
ter and  Wareham  in  the  county  of  Plymouth,  Sandwich, 
Fcdmouth,  Barnstable  and  Chatham  in  the  county  oi Barn- 
stable, be  and  they  hereby  are  respectively  directed  to 
examine  the  shores  in  their  respective  towns  and  vessels 
in  their  harbours,  and  on  finding  any  cattle  or  sheep,  which 
from  their  local  situation  or  other  apparent  circumstances 
are  likely  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  that  they 
order  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  stock,  their  agents,  or 


Cliap,  38 


Chap,  39 


286  1782.  —  September  Session. 

some  person  who  acts  under  them,  to  drive  the  same  imme- 
diately to  such  place  or  places  of  safety  as  the  selectmen 
of  the  same  town  shall  direct,  and  on  any  such  person's 
refusing  to  comply  with  said  order,  the  said  selectmen  are 
hereby  required  and  impowered  to  drive  or  cause  such  stock 
to  be  driven  to  some  place  of  safety,  and  there  to  be 
advertised  for  sale,  and  after  proper  notice  given  to  be 
sold  at  public  vendue,  they  taking  an  account  of  the 
marks,  natural  or  artificial,  of  such  stock,  and  what  they 
fetch  at  such  sale,  and  after  deducting  all  necessary  charges 
that  arise  in  consequence  of  such  sale,  to  pay  the  remain- 
der to  the  owner  or  owners,  on  making  their  demands  and 
proving  their  property  in  such  flock ;  and  when  the  owner 
or  owners  of  such  stock  are  unknown  or  cannot  speedily 
be  found,  the  selectmen  in  the  same  town  are  hereby 
directed  to  proceed  in  the  same  way  as  in  case  of  the 
owners  refusing  to  remove  their  stock. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  Col.  Manasseh  Kemp- 
ton,  with  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Dartmouth,  be  and 
they  hereby  are  directed  to  repair  immediately,  bv  them- 
selves or  such  persons  as  they  can  confide  in,  to  the  Eliza- 
beth Islands,  and  examine  the  stock  on  those  islands,  and 
on  finding  more  there  than  is  necessary  for  the  inhabitants 
of  those  islands,  and  of  such  a  quality  as  may  be  servicea- 
ble to  the  enemy,  to  cause  the  same,  as  soon  as  possible, 
to  be  removed  off  said  islands  to  the  main  ;  and  on  the 
owners  appearing  and  making  proof  of  their  property  in 
such  stock,  they  may  have  the  same  again,  on  paying  the 
expence  of  such  removal,  and  such  stock  as  no  owner  shall 
appear  to  claim  within  twenty  four  hours  after  their  arrival 
to  the  main  shall  be  sold  at  public  vendue,  the  same  direc- 
tions to  be  observed  in  the  sale  as  is  directed  in  the  former 
part  of  this  Resolve.  And  the  Secretary  is  hereby  directed 
to  send  copies  of  these  Resolves  to  the  several  towns  afore- 
mentioned immediately  by  express.  October  9,  1782. 

Chapter  40. 

ChaV.  40  RESOLVE   on  the   memorial  of    ISAAC  SNOW. 

On  the  memorial  o/"  Isaac  Snow  : 

Resolved,  That  the  town  of  HarpsiveU  be  abated  Jive 
shillings  in  the  thousand  pounds  of  the  last  valuation,  and 
that  the  same  be  laid  on  a  plantation  called  West  Bow- 
doinham,  in  the  county  oi  Lincoln.  October  9,  1782. 
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Chapter  41. 

RESOLVE    DIRECTING    THE    SECRETARY    TO    NOTIFY     THOMAS    QJiq^    4| 
IVERS,    ESQ;    OF    HIS    ELECTION    AS    TREASURER    OF    THIS  ^  ' 

COMMONWEALTH. 

Whereas  Thomas  Ivers,  J^sq;  hath  this  day  been  chosen 
Treasurer  and  Receiver  General  of  this  Commomcealth, 
in  the  room  of  the  Honourable  Henry  Gtirdner,  Usq;  late 
Treasurer,  deceased^  by  joint  ballot  of  the  Senators  and 
Representatives,  in  one  room,  agreeable  to  the  Constitu- 
tion : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  give  the 
said  Thomas  Ivers,  Esq  ;  immediate  notice  of  the  said 
choice.  October  10,  1782. 

Chapter  43. 

RESOLVE   ALLOWING  THE   ACCOUNTS   OF    THE   TREASURER  OF    (Jkai)'  42 
THE  COUNTY  OF   MIDDLESEX.  ^  ' 

Wlieveas  it  appears,  ujjon  examination  of  the  accounts 
of  the  Treasurer  of  the  county  of  Middlesex,  that  all  the 
monies  granted  and  alloived  by  the  Court  of  General  Ses- 
sions of  the  Peace  for  said  county ,  for  the  year  1782,  tvere 
for  such  jnirposes  and  approjjriations  as  the  laiv  imjjowers 
said  Court  to  grant: 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  the  said  accounts  be  allowed. 

October  3,  1 782. 


Chapter  43. 

RESOLVE     ON    THE     PETITION     OF    THE    SELECTMEN    OF    THE 
TOWN    OF    FRYBURGH,    DIRECTING     THE     COMMITTEE      ON 
MUSTER   ROLLS    AND    ACCOUNTS    TO    EXAMINE    THE    ROLLS 
.AND  'accounts  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  the  selectmen  of  the  totcn  o/Fryburgh, 
for  services  and  disbursements  for  the  defence  of  the  Com- 
momvealth : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Muster  Rolls  and 
Accounts  be  and  hereby  are  directed  to  examine  the  rolls 
and  accounts  mentioned  in  said  petition,  and  allow  what 
may  ])e  found  justly  due  thereon.  October  10,  1782. 
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Chapter  44. 

Chap.  44  RESOLVE   ON  THE    MEMORIAL    OF    BERIAH   XORTON,  PERMIT- 
TING  HIM  TO   GO   TO   NEW   YORK. 

Upon  the  memorial  o/Beriah  Norton  : 

Besolved,  That  BeriaJi  Norton,  Esq  ;  of  the  Ishind  of 
Martha's '  Vineyard,  be  and  he  hereby  is  permitted  to  go 
to  j^ew  York  in  any  vessel  he  shall  think  proper,  for  the 
reasons  set  forth  in  his  memorial,  and  to  return  to  this 
Commonwealth,  and  bring  with  him,  to  and  for  the  sole 
use  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  Island  o?  3Iartha''s  Vine- 
yard, the  sum  of  four  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty 
three  pounds ,  sterling  money  of  Great  Britain,  in  gold  or 
silver  coin,  which  remains  due  to  the  inhabitants  of  said 
Martha's  Vineyard,  for  cattle,  sheep  and  forage  taken 
from  them  by  Greneral  Gray,  for  the  use  of  the  British 
forces,  or  the  one  third  part  of  said  sum  in  goods,  wares 
and  merchandize. 

Provided  nevertheless.  That  the  said  JVorton  first  give 
bond  with  sufficient  sureties,  in  the  sum  of  ten  thousand 
pounds,  to  the  Treasurer  or  his  Assistant  of  this  Common- 
wealth for  the  sole  use  of  the  said  Commonwealth,  for  his 
the  said  JSforton's  strict  compliance  with  this  Resolve. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved,  That  the  said  JSForton  shall 
not  carry  any  of  the  produce  of  this  Commonwealth,  or 
any  of  the  produce  of  the  United  States  oi.  America,  or 
any  goods,  wares  or  merchandize,  to  said  Neio  York, 
or  to  any  of  the  territories  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 
or  to  any  port  or  place  in  possession  of  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  (necessaries  for  the  voyage  only  excepted)  neither 
shall  he  carry  to  any  place  in  possession  of  the  enemy 
moYQ  thviw  forty  pounds  specie,  in  sterling  money  of  Great 
Britain. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved,  That  the  said  JSTorton  shall 
return  from  the  said  Island  or  port  oi  JSfeiv  York  directly 
to  the  port  of  Dartmouth  in  this  Commonwealth,  and  shall 
there  enter  his  vessel  and  the  wdiole  cargo  on  board  her, 
or  such  other  vessel  or  boat  as  he  shall  return  in,  with  the 
Naval  Officer  of  that  port ;  and  said  vessel  and  cargo  shall 
be  liable  to  the  inspection  of  said  Naval  Officer,  previous 
to  such  entry  ;  and  the  said  vessel  in  which  the  said  Nor- 
ton shall  so  return  shall  not  touch  at  any  port  or  place 
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until  her  arrival  in  the  said  port  of  Dartmouth,  and  shall 
not,  on  her  passage  thence,  nor  until  the  said  Naval  Offi- 
cer hath  inspected  her  and  her  cargo,  as  aforesaid,  upon 
her  arrival  in  said  port  of  Dartmouth,  break  bulk  or  land 
any  goods,  wares  or  merchandize,  without  being  liable  to 
confiscation,  and  all  on  board  her,  together  with  all  such 
goods,  wares  and  merchandizes  so  landed  or  otherways 
removed  out  of  her,  either  by  land  or  water. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved,  That  the  said  Naval  Ofiicer 
for  the  said  port  of  Dartmouth  is  hereby  impowered  and 
directed  to  take  the  said  bond  mentioned  in  the  foregoing 
Resolve,  in  the  name  of  the  Treasurer  or  his  Assistant  of 
this  Commonwealth,  for  the  sole  use  of  said  Common- 
wealth, conditioned  for  the  strict  observance  of  this  Resolve 
and  every  article  and  clause  therein  mentioned. 

October  12,1782. 


Chapter  45. 

RESOLVE    PREVENTING   PRISONERS    COMING   ON    SHORE    FROM    CkaV.  4:5 
ON   BOARD   PRISON  SHIPS.  ■^' 

Resolved,  That  no  prisoner  be  permitted  to  go  on  shore 
from  on  board  the  guard  or  prison  ship,  or  any  other 
vessel  in  the  harbour  of  Boston,  without  leave  first  had 
and  obtained  from  the  Governor  and  Council. 

October  11,1782. 


Chapter  46. 

RESOLVE   DIRECTING  THE' TREASURER  TO  GIVE  BOND  AND  TO    (JJin^    AQ 
TAKE  THE  OATHS  PRESCRIBED  BY  THE  CONSTITUTION,  ^* 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  Ivers,  Esq ;  lately  elected 
Treasurer  and  Receiver  General  of  this  Commonwealth, 
shall  not  be  esteemed  duly  qualified  to  enter  upon  the 
execution  of  that  oSice  until  he  shall  first  have  the  oaths 
prescribed  by  the  Constitution  of  this  Commonwealth 
administered  to  him,  for  his  faithful  performance  of  his 
said  Trust,  nor  until  he  shall  have  given  bond,  with  suffi- 
cient sureties  to  the  acceptance  of  a  Committee  appointed 
by  this  Court  for  that  purpose,  in  the  sum  of  thirty  thou- 
sand pounds,  to  the  eldest  Councillor,  the  President  of 
the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 


290  1782.  —  September  Sessiox. 

of  this  ConiDion wealth,  for  the  time  ])eing,  who  are  hereb}'- 
appointed  a  Committee  in  behalf  of  this  Commonwealth, 
and  especially  authorized  for  this  purpose ;  which  bond 
shall  be  conditioned  for  such  Treasurer's  truly  and  faith- 
fully discharging  the  duty  of  his  trust  according  to  law, 
and  for  his  rendering  an  account,  when  and  so  often  as 
he  shall  be  required  by  the  General  Court,  of  all  such 
sum  or  sums  of  money  as  he  shall  from  time  to  time 
receive  into  the  Treasury,  and  for  his  well  and  truly 
paying  to  his  successors  in  said  office,  or  to  any  other 
person  that  may  be  appointed  by  the  General  Court  to 
receive  the  same,  all  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  upon 
such  settlement  of  his  said  accounts,  or  otherwise,  shall 
be  found  due  and  payable  from  him  to  this  Common- 
wealth. 

Provided,  That  the  said  bond  be  put  in  suit  within  three 
years  next  after  the  date  hereof,  otherwise  to  be  void  and 
of  none  effect ;  and  that  William  Sever,  Esq  ;  jSIr.  P/u'llqys 
and  Mr.  Roire  be  a  committee  to  judge  of  the  sufficiency 
of  such  as  may  offer  to  become  sureties  as  aforesaid. 

October  12,  1782. 


Chapter  47. 

Char)  4.7  resolve  on  the   petition  of  benjamin  redington,  in 

^  ■  BEHALF   OF   THE    PROPRIETORS    OF    THE    TOWN  OF   LUNEN- 

BURG. 

On  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Redington,  in  behalf  of  the 
jjvoprietors  of  the  town  of  Lunenburg,  shelving  that  John 
Taylor,  £sq :  late  q/"  Douglas,  obtained  a  judgment  against 
Joshua  ]Martin,  at  an  inferiour  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
held  at  Worcester,  in  the  County  of  Worcester,  in  the  last 
December  term,  and prai/iiig  that  the  same  may  be  reversed 
and  the  said  Joshua  Martin  have  an  opportunity  of  a  hear- 
ing in  lav: : 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioner  serve  Jolni  Taylor,  Esq; 
with  an  attested  cop}^  of  the  said  petition  and  this  order 
thereon,  ten  days  at  least  before  the  next  session  of  this 
Court,  that  he  may  appear  on  the  second  Wednesday  of 
the  next  sitting  of  this  Court,  to  shew  cause,  if  any  he 
has,  why  the  prayer  of  the  petition  should  not  be  granted, 
and  that  execution  be  stayed  in  the  mean  time. 

October  12,  1782. 
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Chapter  48. 

R    SETTLING    WITH    Qkap.  48 
WARD,    ESQ;    LATE  "^ 


RESOLVE    DIRECTING    THE    COMMITTEE    FOR 
THE    ARMY    TO    SETTLE    WITH    JOSEPH 
COMMISSARY-GENERAL  OF   MUSTERS. 

On  the  petition  q/"  Joseph  AA^ard,  Esq; 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  settling  with  the 
Army  be  and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  settle  with 
Joseph  Ward,  Esq  ;  late  Commissary  General  of  Musters, 
as  they  have  with  the  officers  of  the  Massachusetts  line  of 
the  army,  the  liallance  which  shall  appear  to  l)e  due  to 
him  to  be  charged  to  the  United  States. 

October  12,  1782. 

Chapter  49. 

RESOLVE   DIRECTING  THE   TREASURER  NOT  TO  RECEIVE  CER-   Chai)    49 
TIFICATES  ISSUED  FROM  THE  QUARTER-MASTER'S  GENERAL  ^  ' 

DEPARTMENT  UNTIL  FURTHER  ORDERS. 

Whereas  by  an  Act  of  the  General  Court  passed  Feb- 
ruary 17,  1781,  the  Treasurer  ivas  directed  to  receive 
certificates  issued  from  the  Quarter-Master's  General  de- 
partrnent,  and  give  a  loan  note  in  exchange  for  such  cer- 
tificates:  And  whereas  the  present  state  of  the  Treasury  is 
such  that  it  is  found  inconvenient  for  the  Treasurer  to 
receive  any  more  of  said  certificates : 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be  directed  not  to  proceed 
any  further  in  receiving  and  loaning  said  certificates,  until 
further  orders  of  this  Court.  "        October  12,  1782. 


Chapter  50. 

RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  AND  THE  SEVERAL 
COMMITTEES  TO  PREPARE  ACCURATE  ACCOUNTS  OF  ALL 
PAYMENTS  MADE  OR  SUPPLIES  FURNISHED  BY  THIS  COM- 
MONWEALTH TO  THE  OFFICERS  AND  SOLDIERS  OF  THE 
ARMY  SINCE  THE  FIRST  DAY  OF  JANUARY  ll^l,  EXCEPTING 
FOR  SERVICES  IN  THE  YEAR  1780,  AND  NOT  TO  MAKE  ANY 
FURTHER  PAYMENTS. 

Wliereas  it  is  necessary  that  accounts  he  transmitted  to 
the  Continental  Paymaster  .General  of  what  payments 
have  been  advanced  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
army,  in  order  to  prevent  a  double  credit  for  the  same 
sums:  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth, 
and  the  several  Committees  whose  business  it  is,  be  and 
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they  hereby  are  directed  to  prepare  accurate  accounts  of 
all  payments  made  or  supplies  furnished  by  this  Common- 
wealth to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army  since  the 
first  day  of  January  1781,  excepting  such  as  were  made 
for  services  performed  in  the  year  1780,  and  lodge  the 
same  in  the  Secretary's  office  ;  and  the  Secretary  is  hereby 
directed  to  transmit  the  said  accounts  as  speedily  as  pos- 
sible to  the  Paymaster  General  aforesaid. 

Resolved  further.  That  the  Treasurer  aforesaid  and  all 
Committees  be  and  they  hereby  are  directed  to  make  no 
further  payments  to  the  aforesaid  officers  or  soldiers,  on 
account  of  services  rendered  since  the  commencement  of 
the  current  year,  without  special  order  therefor  from  this 
Court.  October  12,1782. 

Chapter  51. 

GhaV    51   I^ESOLVE  PERMITTING  THE  SEVERAL  NAVAL-OFFICERS  OF  THIS 
^  '  COMMONWEALTH,    OR    THEIR    DEPUTIES,    TO   GO    ON    BOARD 

CARTELS. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  Naval-Officers  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, or  their  Deputies,  be  permitted  to  go  on 
board  any  cartel  or  flag  of  truce  that  may  arrive  in  any 
harbour  within  this  state,  without  special  permit  from 
the  Governor,  the  Resolve  of  the  General  Court  of  the 
eighth  day  of  May  last  notwithstandino-. 

^Octoher  14,  1782. 


Chapter  53.^ 


Chap 


53  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JONATHAN  BOWMAN,  ESQ; 
IMPOWERING  THE  JUSTICES  OF  THE  COURT  OF  GENERAL 
SESSIONS  OF  THE  PEACE  FOR  THE  COUNTY  OF  LINCOLN 
TO  ASSESS  £.500  ON  THE  POLLS  AND  ESTATES  OF  THE 
INHABITANTS  OF  SAID  COUNTY. 

On  the  petition  o/"  Jonathan  Bowman,  Esq;  Clerk  of 
the  Court  of  General  jSessions  of  the  Peace  for  the  County 
o/ Lincoln,  on  behalf  of  the  said  Court: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be 
granted,  and  that  the  Justices  of  the  said  Court  be  and 
they  hereby  are  impowered  to  assess  upon  the  polls  and 
estates  of  the  inhal^itants  of  the  said  County  the  sum  of 
fve  hundred  pounds,  for  defraying  the  charges  therein 
mentioned.  October  14,  1782. 

*  There  is  no  chapter  numbered  52  in  the  Session  Pamphlet. 
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Chapter  54. 


MARGARET  SCOTT,   ADMINIS-    Cliap    54 
OF    DANIEL    SCOTT,    LATE    OF  '  " 


RESOLVE   ON   THE   PETITION  OF 
TRATRIX    ON    THE    ESTATE 
BOSTON,   DECEASED. 

On  the ijetition  of  Margaret  Scott,  administratrix  on  the 
estate  of  Daniel  Scott,  late  of  Boston,  in  the  County  of 
Siitiblk,  deceased,  intestate,  and  John  Lucas,  guardian  for 
four  of  the  children  of  the  ahovesaid  deceased,  prayiiig 
for  liherty  to  sell  a  house  in  Newmarket,  in  the  State  of 
New  Hampshire, /b?'  reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition: 
Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  abovesaid  Margaret  Scott,  adminis- 
tratrix on  the  estate  of  said  deceased,  be  and  she  hereby 
is,  in  her  said  capacity,  impowered  to  sell  the  abovesaid 
house  for  the  most  the  same  will  fetch,  and  make  and 
execute  a  good  and  lawful  deed  or  deeds  to  the  purchaser 
or  purchasers  of  the  abovesaid  house,  she  observing  the 
rules  in  the  law  made  and  provided  for  executors  and 
administrators,  she  giving  bonds  to  the  Judge  of  Probate 
in  the  abovesaid  County,  that  the  proceeds  thereof  be 
improved  for  the  benefit  of  the  heirs  at  law. 

October  14,  1782. 


Chapter  55. 

RESOLVE  APPOINTING  A  COMMITTEE  TO  RECEIVE  FROM  THE 
EXECUTORS  OR  ADMINISTRATORS  OF  THE  LATE  TREASURER, 
ALL  SUCH  PROPERTY  OF  THIS  COMMONWEALTH  AS  WAS  IN 
THE  HANDS  OF  THE  SAID  LATE  TREASURER,  AND  GIVE  THEM 
RECEIPTS,  AND  TO  DELIVER  TO  THOMAS  IVERS,  ESQ;  TREAS- 
URER, ALL  SUCH  MONIES,  &c.  AS  THEY  MAY  RECEIVE. 

Resolved,  That  Wdliam  Phillips,  Esq  ;  Leonard  Jarvis, 
Esq  ;  and  JiJdivard  JPaine,  Esq  ;  be  and  hereby  are  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  to  receive  from  the  executors  or 
administrators  of  Henry  Gardner,  Esq  ;  late  Treasurer 
of  this  Commonwealth,  all  such  property  of  this  Com- 
monwealth as  was  in  the  hands  of  the  said  late  Treasurer 
Gardner,  at  his  decease,  and  give  their  receipts,  in  behalf 
of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  executors  or  administrators 
(if  the  said  late  Treasurer,  for  the  same,  and  deliver  to 
Tliomas  Ivers,  Esq  ;  'I  leasurer  and  Receiver  General  of 
this  Commonwealth,  all  such  monies,  books  and  papers, 
and  all  such  other  effects,  as  they,  may  receive  from  the 
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executors  or  administrators  of  the  late  Treasurer  Gard7ier, 
taking  duplicate  receipts  therefor,  one  of  which  receipts 
to  be  lodged  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  this  Com- 
monwealth. 

Whereas  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  that  the  accounts 
of  Thomas  Ivers,  Esq;  Treasurer  and  Receiver  General 
of  this  Oommomvealth,  be  hept  separate  and  distinct  from 
the  accounts  of  the  late  Treasurer : 

Resolved,  That  William  Phillips,  Leonard  Jarvis  and 
Edivard  Paine,  Esq'rs.  be  a  committee  to  confer  with 
Thomas  Ivers,  Esq  ;  Treasurer  and  Receiver  General  of 
this  Commonwealth,  and  advise  with  him  respecting  such 
method  of  proceeding  in  the  Treasury  office,  as  in  their 
opinion  will  most  eflectually  answer  this  purpose. 

October  15,  1782. 


Chapter  56. 

Chart.  ^Qt  resolve  on  the  petition  of  ann  willis. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Ann  Willis  praying  for  liberty  to 
go  to  New  York  : 

Resolved,  That  Ann  Willis  have  liberty  to  go  to  the 
city  oi  Neio  York,  in  the  first  cartel  that  shall  sail  from 
the  port  oi  Boston,  not  to  return  again  into  this  Conmion- 
wealth  without  special  leave  for  that  purpose  from  this 
Court.  October  14,  1782. 


Chapter  57. 
Chart   ^7  i^E^^OLVE  on  the  petition  of  john  fisk,  impowering  him 

^  TO  MAKE  SALE  OF  THE  REAL  ESTATE  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  John  Fisk,  guardian  to  the  children 
of  Isaac  Fisk,  late  of  Framingham,  deceased,  jjr ay ing  for 
licence  to  sell  the  real  estate  of  the  said  deceased,  for  reasons 
set  forth  in  his  petition: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  granted, 
and  that  the  said  JoJin  Fisk,  in  his  capacity  as  guardian, 
be  and  he  is  hereby  impowered  to  sell  the  real  estate  of 
said  Fisk  mentioned  in  his  petition,  for  the  most  the  same 
will  fetch,  and  make  and  execute  a  good  and  lawful  deed 
or  deeds  to  the  purchaser  or  })urchasers  thereof,  he  observ- 
ing the  rules  and  directions  of  the  law  for  the  sale  of  real 
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estates  by  executors  and  administrators,  giving  sureties 
to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  County  of  Middlesex,  for 
the  proceeds  of  said  sale,  and  that  the  same,  after  paying 
the  just  debts  and  cost  of  settling  said  estate,  be  put  at 
interest,  for  the  benetit  of  said  children,  until  they  shall 
arrive  to  lawful  age,  and  then  be  paid  to  them  in  legal 
proportion.  October  15,  1782. 


Chapter  58. 

RESOLVE   ON  THE   PETITION  OF  JUDE   FOSTER.  Chap.  58 

On  the  petition,  of  Jude  Foster  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Justices  of  the  Court  of  General 
Sessions  of  the  Peace  next  to  be  holden  at  JSForthcmipton, 
within  and  for  the  County  of  Hampshire,  be  and  hereby 
are  authorized  and  impowered  to  grant  a  licence  to  Jude 
Fosttr,  of  the  plantation  called  Merryfield,  in  said  County, 
to  be  an  inn  holder  within  said  plantation,  until  the  usual 
term  for  granting  licences  in  said  county ;  he  the  said 
Foster  being  approved  of  by  the  Committee  of  said  plan- 
tation, in  the  same  manner  as  is  necessary  for  inhabitants 
of  towns  to  be  approved  of  by  Selectmen,  the  time  for 
granting  licences  being  elapsed  notwithstanding. 

October  16,  1782. 

Chapter  59. 


VE  GRANTING  A  TAX  OF  £.600,  TO  BE  APPORTIONED  AND    Qjjn^j    59 

ESSED    ON    THE    RATEABLE    POLLS  AND  ESTATES   IN    THE  ^  ' 


RESOLV 

ASSESSED 

COUNTY  OF  MIDDLESEX,  FOR  DEFRAYING  THE  CHARGES  OF 

SAID  COUNTY. 


On  the  representation  of  the  Justices  of  the  Court  of 
General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  of  the  County  q/*  Middlesex, 
that  the  sum  of  six  hundred  pounds  will  he  necessary  for 
defrayinff  the  charges  of  said  County  for  one  year  next 
ensu ing :    Therefore , 

Resolved,  That  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  a  tax  of 
six  hundred  pounds,  to  be  apportioned  and  assessed  on 
the  rateable  i)olls  and  estates  in  said  county,  and  the  same 
be  collected  and  paid  into  the  treasury  thereof,  and  applied 
for  the  use  of  said  county,  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  this 
Cou\monwealth.  October  15,  1782. 
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Chapter  60. 

Chap.    60  RESOLVE   ON   THE  REPRESENTATION   OF    JAMES    XICHOLS,   OF 
^'  BROOKFIELD,    GIVING    THE    SENSE    OF    THIS     COURT    THAT 

SAID  NICHOLS  IS  HOLDEN  BY  THE  LAWS  OF  THIS  COM- 
MONWEALTH TO  PAY  AND  DISCHARGE  THE  DEBTS  BY  HIM 
CONTRACTED  FOR  SUPPLIES  FURNISHED  FOR  THE  USE  OF 
THE   UNITED  STATES. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court  that  James  Nichols,  of 
Brookfield,  late  Deputy  Assistant  Commissary  of  Pur- 
chases, in  the  continental  department,  in  the  discharge  of 
the  duties  of  his  appointment  ivithin  this  Commonwealth, 
in  many  instances  gave  his  securities  for  the  payment  of 
monies  due  for  supplies  furnished  by  the  subjects  of  this 
Commonwealth  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
the  provision  made  by  his  principal  in  that  department  to 
enable  him  to  discharge  said  securities  is  not  equal  to  the 
value  of  the  debts  contracted,  at  the  rates  established  by  the 
scale  of  depreciation,  agreeable  to  the  laics  of  this  Common- 
wealth, and  from  an  opinion  in  his  superiors  in  said 
department,  that  he  is  not  holden  to  discharge  said  securi- 
ties at  any  other  rate  than  in  proportion  to  the  whole  sum 
by  him  received  for  that  purpose,  they  think  themselves 
unauthorized  to  make  him  any  allowance  on  account  thereof, 
unless  by  the  doings  of  the  General  Court  of  this  Common- 
wealth it  shall  appear  that  they  are  of  a  different  opinion: 
Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Court  that  the  said 
James  JVichols  is  holden  by  the  laws  of  this  Common- 
wealth to  pay  and  discharge  all  del)ts  by  him  contracted 
within  this  Commonwealth,  for  supplies  furnished  for  the 
use  of  the  United  States,  according  to  the  scale  of  depre- 
ciation established  by  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth. 

October  17,  1782. 

Chapter  61. 

Chan    61  Resolve  on  the  petition  of  jonas  how,  of  Rutland, 

^  *  IN    THE    COUNTY    OF     WORCESTER,    IMPOWERING     HIM    TO 

MAKE   SALE   OF  THE  LANDS  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  o/ Jonas  How,  o/'Eutland,  in  the  county 
of  Worcester,  guardian  to  the  heirs  of  Belcher  Richards, 
Zaie  o/"  Princeton,  deceased,  praying  for  liberty  to  sell  the 
real  estate  belonging  to  said  heirs,  for  reasons  set  forth  in 
his  petition: 
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Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  his  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  said  Jonas  How,  in  his  capacity  of  guardian, 
1)0  and  he  is  hereby  fully  authorized  and  impowered  to 
make  sale  of  the  lands  in  his  petition  mentioned,  and  to 
make  and  execute  a  good  and  sutficient  deed  or  deeds  to  the 
purchaser  or  purchasers,  he  observing  the  rules  and  direc- 
tions of  the  law  for  the  sale  of  real  estates  by  executors  or 
administrators,  first  giving  bonds  to  the  Judge  of  Probate 
tor  the  county  of  Worcester^  that  the  money  arising  by 
said  sales  shall  be  appropriated  for  the  benefit  of  the  heirs, 
agreeable  to  law.  October  28,  1782. 


Chapter  62. 

RESOLVE   FOR  HOLDING  THE    SUPREME    JUDICIAL    COURT    AT  Cha7)     62 
GREAT  BARRINGTON,  IN  THE    COUNTY    OF    BERKSHIRE,  ON  ^  " 

THE  4th  THURSDAY  IN  OCTOBER  INSTANT,  AND  AT  CAM- 
BRIDGE, IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  MIDDLESEX,  ON  THE  SECOND 
TUESDAY^  OF  DECEMBER   NEXT. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  hy  recent  information 
from  the  County  o/' Berkshire,  that  it  is  necessary  that  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court  should  sit  in  that  County  as  soon 
as  circumstances  loill  admit  of  it:  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Resolve  of  the  General  Court,  passed 
the  2(ith  of  September  last,  for  adjourning  the  Supreme 
fludicial  Court  to  be  held  for  the  said  County  from  the 
first  Tuesday  in  October  instant  to  the  first  Tuesday  in 
May  next,  l)e  and  hereby  is  so  far  repealed  as  relates  to 
the  holding  the  same  Court  on  the  said  first  Tuesday  in 
^[ay  next. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  said  Supreme  Judi- 
cial Court  shall  be  held  on  the  fourth  Thursday  in  October 
instant,  at  Great  Barrington,  within  and  for  the  said 
County,  and  all  processes  shall  then  be  returned,  actions 
entered,  and  parties  have  day  in  court,  and  the  same  pro- 
ceedings shall  then  be  had  in  all  matters  and  causes, 
whether  civil  or  criminal,  as  might  have  been  had  if  the 
said  Court  had  been  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  October 
instant. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court  which  by  law  is  to  be  held  at  Cambridge,  within 
and  for  the  County  of  Middlesex,  on  the  last  Tuesday  of 
October  instant,  l)e  and  hereby  is  adjourned  to  the  second 
Tuesday  in  December  next,  then  to  be  held  at  Cambridge 
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aforesaid,  and  all  processes  shall  then  be  returned,  actions 
entered,  and  parties  have  day  in  court,  and  the  same  pro- 
ceedings shall  then  be  had  in  all  matters  and  causes, 
whether  civil  or  criminal,  as  might  have  been  had  if  the 
said  Court  had  been  held  on  the  said  last  Tuesday  in 
October  instant.  October  16,1782. 


Chap.  63 


Chapter  63. 

RESOLVE  FOR  SUPPLYING  THE  EASTERN  DEPARTMENT  WITH 
PROVISIONS  AND  MILITARY  STORES,  AND  DISCHARGING 
THE  TRUCKMASTER  AND  INTERPRETER,  AND  REINSTATING 
JUNIPER   BERTHUAXE  AS   INSTRUCTOR  TO   THE   INDIANS. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor,  with  advice  of  Council, 
be  and  hereby  is  requested  to  issue  orders  on  the  Com- 
missary General  to  supply  the  Eastern  Department  under 
the  command  of  Col.  John  Allen,  according  to  the  recom- 
mendations of  Congress,  with  such  provisions  and  military 
stores,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  one  fliousand  pounds,  as 
he  shall  from  time  to  time  think  necessary,  the  United 
States  to  be  charged  therefor,  and  the  Commissary  Gen- 
eral is  directed  to  furnish  them  accordingly. 

And  ichereas  it  is  not  necessary  to  continue  the  Indian 
trade  at  Fort  Halifax  :  Resolved,  That  Col.  Josiah  Brewer, 
the  Truckmaster,  and  also  the  Interpreter,  be  and  they 
are  hereby  discharged  from  that  service. 

And  as  it  appears  by  the  application  of  a  number  of  the 
Indian  Chiefs,  and  Juniper  Berthiaume,  that  they  are 
desirous  he  may  be  reinstated  in  the  office  of  Instructor  to 
the  Indians,  ichich  may  have  a  tendency  to  promote  and 
retain  their  friendship  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  Common- 
wealth : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Juniper  Berthiaume  be  and 
herebj'  is  reinstated  in  the  office  of  Instructor  to  the  said 
Indians,  any  Resolve  or  Order  of  the  General.  Court  for 
his  discharge  from  that  service  notwithstanding. 

It  is  also  Resolved,  That  the  Governor,  with  advice  of 
Council,  be  and  hereby  is  requested  to  issue  orders  on  the 
Commissary  General  to  supply  said  Indians  with  such 
cloaths  and  other  things  requested  in  their  petition  as  he 
shall  think  necessary,  and  the  Commissary  General  is 
hereby  directed  to  furnish  them  accordingly. 

It  is  further  Resolved,  That  a  Xaval  Officer  for  the  Port 
of  Machias  be  elected  as  soon  as  may  be. 

November  6,  1782. 
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Chapter  64. 

RESOLVE  ON   THE   PETITION   OF   EDWARD  &    EEPZIBATH  RAY-  Chcif).    64 

MOND.  ^  ' 

On  fJie  j)€tilion  of  Edward  and  Hepzihath  Raymond,  of 
Sterling,  prai/inr/  that  theij  may  he  enabled,  in  their  capaci- 
ties as  administrators  to  the  estate  o/' Jotham  Bush,  late  of 
Shrewsbury,  deceased,  to  make  and  execute  a  good  and 
lawful  deed  of  sale  of  a  certain  tract  of  land  to  Edmund 
Stiles,  /br  reasons  set  forth  in  their  petition : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far 
granted  that  the  said  Edicard  Raymond  and  Hepzihath 
Raymond,  administrators  to  the  estate  of  Jotham  Rush, 
deceased,  be  and  hereby  are  fully  authorized  and  impow- 
ered,  in  their  capacity  aforesaid,  to  make  and  execute  a 
good  and  lawful  deed  of  sale  of  one  hundred  and  sixt}^ 
acres  of  land  with  the  buildings  thereon,  lieing  in  the 
town  of  Shreicshury,  to  the  said  Edmund  Stiles  and  his 
heirs,  (&c.  he  paying  or  securing  to  the  said  Edivard  and 
Hepzihath  Raymond,  the  full  amount  of  what  remains  due 
to  the  estate  of  said  Bush,  they  the  said  Edv:ard  and 
Hepzihath  first  giving  bonds  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for 
the  county  of  Worcester  that  the  monies  so  received  of  the 
said  Stiles  shall  be  applied  to  the  benefit  of  the  heirs  of 
the  said  Bush  according  to  law.  October  18,  1782. 

Chapter  65. 

RESOLVE   ON    THE   REPRESENTATION    OF    CAPT.   ISAAC    HATH-  (JJidj)     Q^ 
AWAY,  OF  ADAMS,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  BERKSHIRE,  DIRECT-  -^  ' 

ING  THE  COMMITTEE  FOR  SALE  OF  ABSENTEES  ESTATES 
IN  SAID  COUNTY  TO  RECEIVE  THE  NOTE  OF  HAND  {MEN- 
TIONED. 

Whereas  it  appeal's  that  Capt.  Isaac  Hathaway,  of 
Adams,  ili  the  county  o/"  Berkshire,  is  now  in  the  possession 
of  a  certain  lot  of  land  in  said  town,  which  he  holds  by  an 
agreement  made  with  John  Murray,  Esq;  an  absentee,  but 
by  reason  of  the  losses  the  said  Isaac  has  sustained  by  the 
2var,  and  the  public  having  the  use  of  his  money,  he  is 
unable  to  make  that  full  payment  for  said  lands  that  is 
required  by  lair  in  order  to  comjjleat  his  title  thereto: 
Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  the  sale  of  conspira- 
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tors  and  absentees  estates  in  the  county  of  Berlmhire  be 
and  they  hereby  are  directed  to  receive  from  him  tlie  said 
Hathaway  his  note  of  hand,  with  one  responsible  surety, 
payable  in  one  year  from  the  date  of  said  note,  to  the 
Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  or  his  successor  in  said 
office,  for  the  sum  of  twenty  ehjld  pounds,  with  lawful 
interest,  and  to  govern  themselves  in  their  conduct  towards 
said  Hathaway  and  the  land  he  possesses,  upon  his  pay- 
ing the  residue  of  the  money  due  for  said  lands,  in  the 
same  manner  as  though  he  had  paid  the  whole  in  cash. 

October  19,  1782. 


Chapter  66. 

Chap.    66  RESOLVE   on  the   petition   of  the   first   parish  in   .SC^jR- 
^  '  BOROUGH,  IN  the   COUNTY  OF    CUMBERLAND. 

On  the  petition  of  the  first  parish  in  Scarborough,  in  the 
comity  q/"  Cumberland,  Thomas  Lancaster,  minister  of  said 
parish,  and  Nehemiah  Libby,  of  said  Scarborough,  yeoman, 
praying  that  the  committee  of  said  parish  and  the  said 
Thomas  Lancaster  may  he  i'mjwwered  to  nuike  and  execute 
a  good  and  sufficient  deed  in  law  of  a  certain  tract  of  par- 
sonage land  in  said  Scarborough,  upon  his  the  said  Nehe- 
miah Libby's  maMng  a  like  deed  to  said  parisJi  of  sundry 
pieces  of  salt  marsh  and  thatch  bed  for  the  use  of  the  min- 
istry in  said  parish,  in  exchange  therefor:    ' 

Resolved,  That  William  Tompson,  Esq  ;  and  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Vaughn,  committee  of  the  first  parish  in  said  Scar- 
borough, and  27io7nas  Lancaster,  minister  of  said  parish, 
be  and  hereby  are  impowered  to  make  and  execute  a  good 
and  sufficient  deed  in  law  to  the  said  Nehemiah  Libby, 
his  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  of  a  certain  tract  of  parson- 
age land  in  said  Scarborough,  containing  eiohteen  acres  ■ 
and  one  hundred  and  forty  one  square  rods,  lying  on  the 
south-east  side  of  the  highway  over  Beach  Ridge,  so 
called,  in  said  Scarborough,  the  bounds  whereof  mentioned 
in  said  petition  are  as  follows,  viz.  Beginning  at  a  white 
maple,  marked  four  sides  and  the  letter  P,  and '  runs 
south-west  seventy-three  rods  to  the  said  highway,  then 
north  four  degrees  west  one  hundred  and  four  rods  by  the 
highway,  then  north-east  five  rods,  then  south-east  eighty 
rods  to  the  maple  tree  first  mentioned  ;  upon  his  the  said 
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Neliemiali  Libby's  making  a  like  deed  to  them  of  said  salt 
marsh  and  thatch  bed,  for  the  use  of  the  ministry  in  said 
parish  in  Scarborouglt,  forever.  October  19,  1782. 

Chapter  67. 

RESOLVE   GRANTING   £.13,  16s.  2d.  TO  THOMAS  DURFEE,   ESQ;  Qjffij)     {j'J 
AND   £.17,   18s.  8d.   TO    SETH    WASH  BURN  E,  ESQ;  BEING   AN  ■^  ' 

ALLOWANCE    FOR  THEIR  TIME    AND    EXPENCE    AS    A    COM- 
MITTEE  FOR  VIEWING  THE   COUNTY    OF   BARNSTABLE. 

Upon  the  memorial  of  Thomas  Diirfee  and  Seth  Wash- 
burn, Esr/rs,  praying  for  an  allowance  for  their  time  and 
expence  as  a  committee  for  viev:ing  the  county  of  Barn- 
stable, &c. 

liesolced,  That  the  prayer  of  said  memorial  be  granted, 
and  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be  and  is  hereby 
directed  to  pay  unto  the  said  Thomas  Z)urfee,  Esq ;  the 
sum  o^  thirteen  pounds  sixteen  shillings  arid  tivo  pence,  and 
also  to  pay  unto  the  said  Seth  Washburn,  Esq  ;  the  sum 
o^  seventeen  piounds  eighteen  shillings  and  eight  pence,  for 
the  purpose  aforesaid,  and  the  same  to  be  assessed  upon 
the  respective  towns  in  said  county,  in  proportion  to  the 
tax  next  to  be  assessed  on  the  several  towns  in  said  county. 

October  19,  1782. 


Chapter  68. 

RESOLVE    ON    THE    PETITION    OF    ROBERT    BTED,   DIRECTING  /^A^,,     (}« 
THE   NAVAL  OFFICER   OF  NEWBURYPORT    TO    PERMIT    THE   ^""i''*    ^° 
SCHOONER   MENTIONED   TO   UNLADE   AND   DISPOSE    OF    THE 
FISH   AND   SALT. 

On  the  petition  of  Robert  Byed,  an  inhabitant  of  Deer 
Island,  in  the  county  of  Li'mcohi, pray ing  that  he  may  have 
permit  to'  unload  and  dispose  of  some  salt  and  fish,  and 
carry  the  effects  in  provisions  suitable  for  the  inhabitants : 

Resolved,  That  the  Naval  OflBcer  of  Newburyport  be 
directed  to  permit  the  small  schooner  Speedwell,  from 
Deer  Island,  commanded  by  Eliakim  Easton,  to  unload 
and  dispose  of  the  fish  and  salt  that  he  has  on  board, 
belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of  Deer  Island,  and  carry  the 
effects  of  the  same  back  in  the  said  boat  to  the  inhabitants, 
in  corn  and  other  provisions  necessary  for  the  inhabitants. 

October  19,  1782. 
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Chapter  69. 

Chaj).  69  GRANT  OF  £50,  TO  WILLIAM  BAKER,  MESSENGER  OF  THE 
GENERAL  COURT,  TO  BUY  STATIONARY  AND  OTHER  ARTI- 
CLES. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  public  Treasury 
of  this  Commonwealth  to  Mr.  William  Baker,  messenger 
of  the  General  Court,  the  sum  o^  fifty  pounds,  to  enable 
him  to  provide  stationary  and  other  necessaries  for  the 
General  Court,  he  to  be  accountable  for  the  expenditure 
of  the  same.  September  24,  1782. 

Chapter  70. 

Chap.  70  RESOLVE  IMPOWERING  THE  COMMITTEE  APPOINTED  TO  RE- 
CEIVE THE  PROPERTY  BELONGING  TO  THIS  COMMONWEALTH 
IN  THE  HANDS  OF  THE  ADMINISTRATORS  UPON  THE  ESTATE 
OF  THE  LATE  TREASURER,  TO  DESTROY  CERTAIN  BILLS  OF 
CREDIT  OF  THIS  GOVERNMENT. 

Whereas  it  is  expedient  that  several  kinds  of  Govern- 
ment Securities  hereafter  mentioned  shordd  be  destroyed. 

Resolved,  That  William  Phillips,  Esq  ;  and  others,  the 
committee  appointed  to  receive  the  property  belonging  to 
this  Commonwealth,  now  in  the  hands  of  the  administrators 
upon  the  estate  of  the  late  Treasurer  Gardner,  be  and 
they  are  hereby  impowered  and  directed  to  consume  to 
ashes  such  of  the  bills  of  credit  of  this  Government, 
and  certificates  funded  upon  the  tax  for  tJiree  hundred 
tJiousand  pounds,  granted  in  October  last,  and  issued  in 
consequence  of  a  Hesolve  of  the  second  of  November  1781, 
that  are  now  in  the  Treasury,  and  also  such  notes  as  are 
laying  in  the  Treasury  and  have  been  consolidated,  until 
the  further  order  of  the  General  Court. 

October  19,1782. 

Chapter  71. 

ChaV.    71   ^  GRANT  OF  £.301  19s,  id.  TO  THE  HON.  GEORGE   PARTRIDGE, 
'   '  ESQ;  FOR  HIS  ACCOUNT  FOR  EXPENDITURES  AND  WAGES  AS 

A  MEMBER  OF  CONGRESS. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  public  Treasury 
of  the  Commonwealth  to  the  Hon.  George  Partridge,  Esq  ; 
the  sum  of  tJiree  hundred  and  one  pounds  nineteen  shillings 
and  four  pence,   being  the   ballance  of  his  account  for 
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expenditures  and  wages  as  a  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress,  which  shall  he  in  fall  of  all  demands  to  this 
present  time.  October  19,  1782. 

Chapter  73. 

RESOLVE    ON    TII^    REPRESENTATION    OF   THE   C&MMITTEE  OF  (JJiqi,     72 
CORRESPONDENCE,  ^c.  OF  THE   TOWN  OF  BOSTON.  ^  ' 

On  the  repretientation  of  the  Committee  of  Correi^poml- 
ence,  &c.  of  the  Tovjn  of  Boston,  Resolved,  That  his 
Excellency  the  Governor  be  requested  to  afford  to  the 
Commissary  or  Inspector  of  marine  prisoners  in  this 
department  such  guards  and  assistance  as  may  be  neces- 
sary and  proper  to  secure  and  guard  such  prisoners  as 
ma}^  be  from  time  to  time  sent  to  the  care  of  the  said 
Commissary  or  Inspector;  also  that  his  Excellency  give 
such  orders  as  are  necessary  to  put  the  Guard  Ship  in  a 
proper  situation  for  securing  most  effectually  the  pris- 
oners, until  proper  directions  may  be  received  from  the 
Secretary  of  War  for  the  same  purpose. 

Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be  requested 
to  write  to  Congress  that  orders  may  be  given  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  directing  him  to  forward  such  orders 
and  directions  to  the  Commissary  or  Inspector  of  marine 
prisoners  of  this  department  as  may  effectually  answer 
the  purpose  of  securing  and  keeping  the  prisoners  which 
may  come  to  his  care.  Also  that  the  expenses  which  this 
Commonwealth  has  already  or  may,  until  such  his  orders 
may  arrive,  be  at  for  the  purposes  aforementioned,  may 
be  reimbursed  to  this  Commonwealth. 

September  30,  1782. 

Chapter  73. 

RESOLVE  ESTABLISHING  THE   PAY  OF  THE   HONORABLE  COUN-  (Jhaj),    73 
CIL,  SENATE,  AND  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.  ^  ' 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
Treasury  of  this  Commonwealth  to  each  member  of  the 
honorable  Council  eight  shillings  per  day,  and  to  each 
member  of  the  honorable  Senate,  for  each  day's  attendance 
the  present  session,  seven  shillings  and  six 2'>ence  per  day, 
and  to  each  member  of  the  honorable  House  seven  shillings 
per  day,  for  each  day's  attendance  the  present  session, 
and  that  their  travel  and  pay  be  allowed  in  the  customary 
manner.  October  21,' 1782. 
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Chapter  74. 

Chap.  74  LETTERS  TO  THE  HONORABLE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS,  AND 
TO  THE  DELEGATES  OF  THIS  COMMONWEALTH  IN  CON- 
GRESS. 

Ordered,  ^That  the  Letter  No.  1,  herewith  exhibited, 
addressed  to  the  President  of  Congress',  be  immediately 
transmitted  to  him,  and  that  a  copy  thereof  be  also  for- 
warded b}^  the  same  conveyance  to  the  Delegates  of  this 
Commonwealth  in  Congress,  accompanied  with  the  Letter 
No.  2,  directing  them  to  urge  the  attention  of  Congress 
to  a  subject  so  important  in  itself,  and  in  which  the  par- 
ticular interest  of  this  State  is  so  essentially  concerned. 

Letter  No.  1. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 
c  Boston,  October  21,  1782. 

Ollv, 

The  General  Court  of  this  Commonwealth  are  called  on 
to  remind  Congress  of  the  inequality  of  burthen  which  its 
subjects  feel  from  the  enormous  sums  of  old  paper  money 
whose  currency  ceased  in  their  hands,  and  whose  value  is 
destroyed  by  the  neglect  of  many  States  to  comply  with 
the  requisition  of  Congress  of  the  18th  oi  March  1780. 

We  are  compelled  to  advert  to  this  subject  not  only  by 
a  reflection  on  the  injustice  done  to  our  citizens,  from 
which  a  vindication  of  our  own  honour  obliges  us  to  pre- 
serve them,  but  also  the  fear  of  a  greater  political  evil, 
which  must  unavoidably  ensue,  if  not  prevented  by  the 
wisest  precautions  ;  and  as  we  think  it  our  peculiar  duty 
to  apprize  Congress  of  every  failure  in  supplies  that 
wc  can  foresee  and  that  may  tend  to  derange  their  system 
of  finance,  we  must  assure  them,  on  this  occasion,  that  we 
have  the  strongest  apprehensions  of  disappointment  to  the 
Superintendant  of  that  system,  in  our  present  and  future 
taxes,  and  this  not  from  indisposition  but  real  inability 
in  the  peo})le,  who  are  sinking  under  the  pressure  of  a 
weight  which  we  presume  should  be  borne  by  others. 

We  wish  Congress  to  consider,  that  beside  the  old  emis- 
sion money,  which  is  the  immediate  subject  of  our  present 
complaint,  this  State  is  in  advance  a  very  large  sum  more 
than  its  proportion,  compared  with  the  advances  of  other 
States ;  a  disproportion,  which  though  less  visible  than 
the  other,  yet  is  not  the  less  felt. 
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This  Court  does  not  hesitate  to  believe  that  some 
real  difficulty  in  collecting  from  the  several  States  their 
respective  quotas  of  old  money  must  have  existed,  or 
Congress  would  not  have  permitted  the  disparity  which 
there  now  is  betwixt  this  State  and  others  ;  but  we  con- 
ceive that  there  can  now  be  no  good  reason  for  a  continu- 
ance of  this  disparity,  especially  in  matters  subsequent 
to  the  18th  of  March  1780,  a  period  which  is  peculiarly 
marked  by  Congress  for  the  establishment  of  method  and 
arrangement  in  the  public  accounts. 

We  have  thought  it  unnecessary  to  go  into  a  detail  that 
would  enlighten  this  subject,  as  we  have  no  doubt  that 
the  wisdom  of  Congress  is  fully  adequate  to  much  greater 
purposes  ;  and  we  confide  that  in  that  body  to  whom  we 
have  delegated  the  power  we  shall  ever  find  the  disposi- 
tion to  do  equal  justice  to  all. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

^  Boston;  October  21,  1782. 

Gentlemen, 

Our  Letter  to  the  President  of  Congress  of  this  date, 
of  which  the  inclosed  is  a  copy,  being  intended  to  call  the 
attention  of  that  l)ody  to  the  subject  of  old  emission 
money,  you  will  use  every  exertion  in  your  power  to 
effect  so  desirable  a  purpose,  and  obtain  a  compleat  settle- 
ment of  that  accompt  on  just  and  equitable  principles  ;  to 
this  end  we  should  suppose  that  Congress  could  need  only 
to  be  informed  that  this  State  has  fully  complied  with 
their  recommendation  of  the  18tli  oi  March  1780,  by  pay- 
ing to  their  Commissioner  of  Loans  29,900,000  Dollars, 
for  which  the  Treasurer  ,  of  this  Commonwealth  has 
receipts,  that  this  was  done  in  full  confidence  of  a  like 
compliance  by  the  other  States,  and  their  defect  has  been 
attended*  with  many  disagreeable  consequences  to  us  that 
we  now  have  Thirty  Millions  of  Dollars  of  that  Money 
within  this  Commonwealth,  as  appears  by  returns  made 
into  the  Secretary's  office,  beside  very  large  sums  of  which 
no  official  account  has  been  given. 

Should  Congress  in  conformity  to  our  application  pro- 
ceed to  a  settlement,  it  is  not  improbable  that  they  may 
propose  placing  the  deficiencies  of  the  several  delinquent 
States  to  the  debt  of  the  LTnited  States,  and  redeem  the 
extant  money  by  issuing  Loan  Office  Certificates  from 
their  Treasury  for  the  amount ;    but  this  mode  appears 
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to  us  objectionable,  unless  the  29,900,000  paid  in  by  this 
State  shall  be  put  on  the  same  footing  as  the  money  extant, 
and  the  State  made  a  creditor  in  common  with  individuals, 
and  therefore  will  not  have  your  support  except  in  the 
last  resort,  when  no  better  can  be  obtained,  the  obvious 
objection  to  redeeming  the  extant  money  by  issuing 
securities  from  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  is, 
that  in  such  a  mode  we  should  be  obliged  to  provide 
our  full  proportion  annually  for  the  interest  on  the  debts 
of  the  delinquent  States,  and  if  there  .should  not  finally 
be  a  liquidation  of  these  accounts,  a  full  share  also  of 
the  principal.  In  such  a  case,  it  may  be  doubted  whether 
the  Government  of  this  State  would  not  much  increase  its 
difficulties  rather  than  diminish  them,  altho'  it  may  be 
evident  that  the  subjects  would  be  benefited,  for  the  State 
may  be  y)oor,  tho'  the  individuals  who  compose  it  are 
rich.  Perhaps  the  most  certain  way  of  doing  justice  to 
the  subjects  of  this  Commonwealth  holding  continental 
money  of  the  old  emission,  would  be  to  compel  the 
delinquent  States  to  pay  in  their  respective  proportions  of 
that  money,  or  an  equivalent  in  specie  at  some  given  rate, 
the  equivalent  to  be  appropriated  by  Congress  to  the 
redemption  of  such  State's  deficiency,  or  let  the  annual 
demands  of  Congress  on  the  States  in  Union  exceed  the 
estimate  of  the  annual  expenditure,  say  one  fourth  part, 
and  let  such  excess  be  payable  in  old  money  at  a  certain 
rate,  and  so  continue  from  year  to  year,  proceeding  in 
this  method  until  the  whole  be  absorbed. 

We  find  in  the  account  of  old  paper  currency  transmitted 
us  by  the  Continental  Treasurer,  that  several  States  are 
credited  as  part  of  their  quota  fpr  bills  of  the  emissions  of 
the  11th  of  April  and  20th  of  May,  received  from  the 
Commissioners  of  Loans,  particularly  those  of  Virginia 
and  Soufh  Carolina. 

As  we  have  always  supposed  that  those  two  emissions, 
distinguished  commonly  by  the  name  of  dead  money, 
when  received  by  loan  officers,  were  exchanged  for  other 
monies  or  paid  for  in  loan  office  certificates,  we  are  at  a  loss 
to  reconcile  the  account  to  our  ideas.  As  we  wish  in  future 
to  be  more  perfectly  informed,  yor  will  please  to  acquaint 
us  how  much  paper  money  has  bee  "ssued,  distinguishing 
the  date  and  amount  of  each  erai  .ion,  how  much  of  the 
dead  emissions  was  sunk  by  the  several  loan  officers  de- 
liverino-  out  loan  oflice  certificates  instead  of  the  other 
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money  —  how  much  money  has  been  lodged  in  the  Conti- 
nental Treasury  by  the  several  States  to  be  sunk  —  how 
much  paper  was  on  hand  in  the  Continental  Treasury  and 
the  various  loan  offices,  when  it  ceased  to  circulate,  and 
finally,  what  is  the  proportion  each  State  is  called  on  to 
sink.  October  21,  1782. 

Chapter  75. 

RESOLVE  ESTABLISHING  THE  WAGES  FOR  THE   COMPANY  NOW  (JJiqi^     75 
DOING    DUTY    UNDER   THE    COMMAND    OF   CAPT.   AMOS   LIN-  ^  ' 

COLN. 

Whereas  the  Resolves  ivhich  passed  on  the  21  tit  day  of 
April  1780,  malting  an  establishment  for  the  comjmny  now 
doing  duty  under  the  command  of  Captain  Amos  Lincoln, 
so  far  as  relates  to  wages,  appeared  to  the  General  Court 
on  the  1th  o/*  November  then  next  following ,  to  he  ambigu- 
ous and  not  clearly  expressed: 

Therefore,  it  was  then  Resolved  by  said  Court,  that  the 
establishment  for  wages,  which  was  made  on  said  27th 
dfiy  of  April  1780,  be  paid  in  new  emission,  which 
appears  to  this  Court  to  be  unjust  and  not  adequate  to 
their  services. 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  establishment  which  was 
made  on  the  27th  day  of  April  1780  for  the  company  now 
doing  duty  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Amos  Lincoln, 
so  far  as  respects  the  wages,  together  with  the  explanatory 
Kesolve  passed  on  the  7th  of  November  following,  l)e  and 
they  hereby  are  repealed  and  made  null  and  void. 

Resolved,  That  Capt.  Amos  Lincoln,  the  ofiicers  and 
men  now  belonging  to  his  company,  and  such  as  have 
been  under  his  command  and  done  duty  since  the  27th 
day  oi  April  1780,  receive  the  following  pay  per  calendar 
month,  viz. 

Captain        .  .  .  Twelve  j)ounds. 

Lieutenants  .  .  EigJit  p)ounds. 

Serjeants      .  .  .  Tioo p)ounds  eight  shillings. 

Corporal       .  .  .  Forty-three  shillings. 

Gunners       .  .  .  Forty-two  shillings. 

Bombardiers  .  .  Forty-three  shillings. 

Matross        .  .  .  Forty  shillings. 

Drum  ....  Forty-two  shillings. 

Fife     ....  Forty-two  shillings. 
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Which  pay  is  to  commence  from  the  time  of  their 
engaging  in  said  service,  and  that  said  compan}^  be  made 
chargeable  with  wliatever  they  have  received  towards  their 
wages. 

Whei'eas  there  is  no  establisJtment  for  the  rejected 
recruits,  that  are  now  doing  duty  under  the  command 
of  Capt.  Amos  Lincohi : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  said  rejected  recruits  be 
on  the  same  establishment  as  to  wages  as  is  set  in  this 
Resolve,  and  the  same  allowance  as  to  cloathing  and 
rations  as  are  allowed  to  others  of  the  same  rank  in  the 
said  company  by  a  Resolve  of  the  General  Court  of  the 
27th  oi  April,  A.  D.  1780. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  said  rejected 
recruits  1)e  and  they  hereby  are  joined  unto  the  com- 
pany raised  by  Capt.  Amos  Lincohi  and  become  a  part 
thereof;  and  the  said  Capt.  Lincoln  is  hereby  required, 
in  making  out  a  pay  roll  for  said  recruits,  to  include  in  the 
said  pay  roll  the  whole  time  they  have  been  in  actual 
service.  October  24,  1782. 

Chapter  76. 

Cha)).  76  E'ESOLVE  giving  directions  to  the  several  committees 

'    '  *  IN  THIS  COMMONWEALTH  APPOINTED  TO  MAKE  SALE  OF  THE 

ESTATES  OF  CONSPIRATORS  AND  ABSENTEES. , 

Whereas  no  provision  is  made  by  any  Act  or  Resolve 
of  the  General  Court  for  ascertainiiig  and  discharging  the 
fees  of  the  Attorney  General,  Judges  of  Probate,  and 
Counsel  by  them  appointed  agreeably  to  Law,  to  object 
lohere  necessary  on  behalf  of  the  Cotmnonwealth  against 
claims  exhibited  to  Commissioners  for  examining  the  same. 
Clerks  of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas,  or  the  Registers 
of  Deeds  and  of  Probate,  from  the  libelling  to  the  confisca- 
tion and  forfeiture  of  the  estates  of  conspirators  and 
absentees,  or  for  any  court  charges  incident  thereto: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  make  sale 
of  the  estates  of  conspirators  and  absentees,  in  the  several 
counties  within  the  Commonwealth,  be  and  they  hereby 
are  impowered  and  directed  to  deduct  a  sum  not  exceeding 
three  per  cent,  on  the  value,  out  of  the  proceeds  of  each 
and  every  such  estate  by  them  sold,  or  which  may  here- 
after be  sbld,  the  value  whereof  shall  amount  to  five  hun- 
d7'ed pounds  and  upward,  and  a  sum  not  exceeding ^^^'eeji 


1782.  —  September  Session.  309 

pounds  on  each  and  every  such  estates  the  value  whereof 
shall  be  less  than  five  hundy^ed  pounds,  before  any  dis- 
tribution shall  be  made  of  the  said  proceeds  among  the 
creditors  to  the  said  estates,  the  sum  so  deducted  to  be 
by  them  paid  into  the  public  Treasury,  in  order  to 
enable  the  Government  to  discharge  the  fees  and  charges 
aforesaid,  whenever  the  same  shall  be  ascertained  and 
demanded. 

And  in  case  the  sums  so  deducted  shall  be  found  to 
exceed  the  amount  of  the  fees  and  charges  aforesaid,  the 
Treasurer  is  hereby  directed,  on  warrant  of  the  Governor 
and  Council  therefor,  to  repay  the  surplus  on  such  estates 
as  are  insolvent,  to  the  said  Committees,  who  on  receipt 
thereof  are  directed  to  distribute  the  same  among  the 
creditors  to  such  estates,  in  due  proportion  of  the  amount 
of  such  surplus  and  of  their  respective  claims. 

October  21,  1782. 


Chapter  77. 

RESOLVE   REQUESTING  THE   GOVERNOR   TO   TAKE   EFFECTUAL  nj^nr)     77 
MEASURES   TO   OBTAIN  AUTHENTIC   RETURNS  OF  PROPERTY  ^  *    /  ' 
DESTROYED   BY  THE   ENEMY  IN  THE   COURSE  OF  THE  WAR, 
AND  TO  CAUSE  THE  ACKNOWLEDGMENT  OF  THE  HON.  JOHN 
ADAMS,  ESQ;  BY'  THE  UNITED  PROVINCES  OF  THE  NETHER- 
LANDS TO  BE  MADE  PUBLIC. 

Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor  take  such 
eftectual  measures  as  he  may  think  proper  to  obtain  as 
speedily'  as  possible  authentic  returns  from  the  citizens  of 
this  Commonwealth  of  every  kind  of  property  which  has 
been  carried  off  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy  in  the  course 
of  the  present  war,  and  transmit  quadruplicate  copies 
thereof,  under  the  seal  of  this  State,  to  the  Minister  for 
foreign  aftairs  :  And  that  whereas  their  High  Mightinesses 
the  States  General  of  the  United  Provinces  of  the  Netlier- 
lands  have  received  and  acknowledged  the  Hon.  John 
Adams,  Esq  ;  in  quality  of  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of 
the  United  States  oi  America,  it  is  further  Resolved,  That 
his  excellency  be  and  hereby  is  requested  to  cause  this 
most  happy  and  interesting  event  to  be  made  public. 

October  7,  1782. 
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Chapter  78. 
Char)    78  i^esolve  on  the  representation  of  lieut.  daniel  jack- 

'  '  SON,  DIRECTING  THE   AGENT   TO   SUPPLY  HIM  WITH  A  SUF- 

FICIENT   NUMBER    OF     UNIFORM     BUTTONS     FOR     COLONEL 
CRANE'S  REGIMENT. 

On  the  representation  of  Lieut.  Daniel  Jackson,  j9r«?/Mi(/ 
that  he  may  he  supplied  with  uniform  buttons  sufficient  for 
seventy  coats,  for  Col.  Crane's  regiment,  for  reasons  set 
forth  in  his  representation  : 

Resolved,  That  Caleb  Davis,  Esq  ;  Agent  for  this  Com- 
monwealth, ])e  and  he  hereby  is  directed  to  supply  Lieut. 
Daniel  Jackson  with  a  sufficient  number  of  uniform  but- 
tons for  Col.  Crane's  regiment,  for  seventy  coats,  taking 
proper  measures  that  this  State  may  have  credit  for  the 
same.  •  October  22,  1782. 


Chapter  79. 

Chan    79  R-esolve  appointing  michael  hodge,  esq;  and  mr.  moses 

L  '  nOYT  to  be   MANAGERS  OF  THE   LOTTERY  FOR  REPAIRING 

THE  BRIDGE  OYER  THE  RIVER  PARKER,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF 
ESSEX. 

Wliereas  by  an  act  passed  this  Court  the  present  session, 
for  granting  a  lottery  for  repairing  the  bridge  over  the 
river  Parker,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  MessVrs  Samuel 
Tufts,  Moses  Frazier  and  Edmund  Sawyer  were  appointed 
managers  of  the  said  lottery ;  and  whereas  Mr.  Tufts  and 
Mr.  Frazier  refuse  accepting  the  trust: 

Resolved,  Ihat  Michael  Hodge,  Esq  ;  and  Mr.  Moses 
Hoyt  be  and  they  hereby  are  appointed  two  of  the  man- 
agers of  the  said  lottery,  in  the  room  of  Samuel  Tufts 
and  Moses  Frazier,  and  that  the  said  Edmund  Sawyer, 
Michael  Hodge  and  Moses  Hoyt,  or  any  two  of  them, 
have  the  full  powers  and  management  of  the  business 
of  the  said  act,  as  therein  given  to  the  managers  therein 
mentioned. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Edmund  Saivyer,  Michael 
Hodge  and  Moses  Hoyt,  or  any  two  of  them,  be  and 
they  are  hereby  empowered  to  apply  the  net  sum  of 
fifteen  hundred  pounds,  allowed  to  be  raised  by  the  said 
act  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  the  said  bridge. 

October  22,  1782. 
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Chapter  80. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  STEPHEN  COOKE,  PERMITTING   Qfidp^    80 
JOHN  ESTER  TO  PROCEED  TO  THE  ISLAND  OF  BERMUDA.  ^' 

On  tlie  petition  of  Stephen  Cooke,  praying  that  John 
Ester  may  he  permitted  to  go  to  the  Island  of  Bermuda, 
for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  said  petition : 

liesolved,  That  the  said  John  Ester  be  and  he  hereby  is 
permitted  to  take  passage  for  the  Island  oi  Bermuda  on 
board  the  sloop  Union,  Cornelius  Hinson  master,  a  flag, 
bound  for  said  Island.  October  22,  1782. 


Chapter  81. 


Chajy.  81 


RESOLVE  DEEMING  VALID  THE  SEVERAL  ASSESSMENTS  MADE 
ON  THE  POLLS  AND  ESTATES  IN  THE  TOWN  OF  DVXBOROUGH, 
FOR  RAISING  SOLDIERS. 

Whei'eas  it  appears  that  several  assessments  made  on  the 
inhabitants  of  the  toivn  q/*  Duxborough, /or  the  purpose  of 
jjrocuriug  soldiers,  were  not  made  in  due  form  of  law : 
Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  several  assessments  made  on  the 
polls  and  estates  in  the  town  of  Duxborough,  from  the 
first  oi  July,  Anno  Domini  1778,  to  the  twenty-eighth  of 
February,  Anno  Domini  1779,  for  the  purpose  of  raising- 
soldiers  as  aforesaid,  be  deemed  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses valid,  any  want  of  legal  formality  notwithstanding. 

October  22,  1782. 

Chapter  83. 

RESOLVE  RECOMMENDING  TO  THOMAS  CRAFTS,  ESQ;  ASSISTANT  pj.^.^^     QO 
TO  THE    MINISTER   OF  WAR,  TO  GIVE  ORDERS  TO  THE   CON-  ^'''^1''    ^^ 
TRACTORS, FOR  THE   POST  AT  BOSTON  TO  REPAY  THE  PRO- 
VISIONS  SUPPLIED   BY   THE   FRENCH  COMMISSARY   TO    THE 
TROOPS    AT    HULL,    AND    REQUESTING    THE    GOVERNOR    TO 
DISCHARGE  SAID  TROOPS. 

Whereas  on  a  request  from  his.  Excellency  General 
Washington,  and  on  application  from  his  Excellency  the 
Marquis  de  Vaudreuil,  General  and  Commander  of  his 
most  christian  Majesty's  fleet  in  the  harbour  of  Boston, 
tlie  Governor,  with  advice  of  council,  ordered  a  detachment 
of  militia  to  do  duty  at  the  post  of  Hull,  at  the  entrance 
of  the  harbour  o/"  Boston,  hut  no  provision  has  been  made 
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for  their  support^  and  they  have  drawn  their  supplies  from 
the  French  Gommissary  on  loan : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  and  hereby  is  recommended  to 
Thomas  Grafts,  Esq  ;  assistant  to  the  Honourable  General 
Lincoln,  Minister  at  War,  to  give  immediate  orders  to 
the  contractors  for  the  post  at  Boston,  to  repay  the.  pro- 
visions that  have  been  Iwrrowed  for  the  purpose  aforesaid 
on  the  account  of  the  United  States, 

And  whereas  his  Excellency  the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil 
has  signified  to  the  General  Gourt  that  it  is  not  necessary 
to  continue  said  militia  any  longer  in  ^aid  service: 

Mesolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be  requested 
to  give  immediate  orders  that  the  said  militia  he  dis- 
charged. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  officer  command- 
ing the  party  be  and  hereby  is  directed  to  make  up  the 
pay  roll  for  said  men  agreeable  to  the  continental  estab- 
lishment, and  lay  the  same  before  the  Governor  and 
Council  for  examination,  and  his  Excellency  is  hereby 
requested  to  forward  the  same  to  Congress  for  allowance 
and  payment,  with  the  request  of  General  Washington 
and  the  Marquis  Vaudreuil  on  the  subject,  in  order  to 
shew  Congress  the  purpose  for  which  said  men  were 
raised.  October  22,  1782. 

Chapter  83. 

Chap.  83  RESOLVE  permitting  the  sloop  union  (A  CARTEL)  TO  SAIL. 

Whereas  the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil  has  signified  under 
the  hand  of  Le  Chevalier  de  I'Eguille,  tJiat  it  is  not  his 
desire  that  the  sloop  Union,  Cornelius  Hinson  7naster,  a 
flag  hound  to  the  Island  o/*  Bermuda,  should  he  any  longer , 
detained  on  his  account:  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  sloop  Union  be  and  hereby  is 
permitted  to  sail,  any  resolve  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. October  22,  1782. 

Chapter  84. 

ChaV'    84  RESOLVE   ON  THE   PETITION  OF  LIEUT.  COL.  DANIEL  WHITING, 
^  '  DIRECTING    THE    TREASURER     TO    ADVANCE     ONE    YEAR'S 

INTEREST   ON   ALL   HIS   NOTES. 

On  the  petition  of  Lieut.  Gol.  Daniel  ^hiimg,  p)raying 
for  part  of  the  money  due  to  him  for  his  services  in  the 
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continental  army  to  he  paid  him,  for  reaso7is  set  forth  in 
his  petition : 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be 
and  he  hereby  is  directed  to  advance  to  the  said  Whiting 
one  year's  interest  on  all  the  notes  now  due  to  him  for  his 
services  in  the  army,  Avhen  they  shall  become  consolidated, 
out  of  the  money  now  in  the  Treasury  received  from  the 
collectors  of  excise.  October  22,  1782. 

Chapter  S5. 

A    GRANT    OF    £.22,   2s.  8d.  TO    COL.    TIMOTHY   BIGELOW,    OF  ChttV     85 

WORCESTER.  ^  ' 

On  the  petition  of  Col.  Timothy  Bigelow,  o/"  Worcester, 
prai/imj  for  an  alloivance  and  payment  for  a  number  of 
blacfxsmith's  tools,  delivered  for  the  use  of  the  continental 
army  at  Dorchester,  September  10,  1775,  as  fiet forth  in 
his  petition :  _ 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  pulilic  Treas- 
ury of  this  Commonwealth  to  Col.  Timothy  Bigelom,  of 
Worcester,  the  sum  of  twenty  tivopounds  tivo  shillings  and 
eight  pence,  in  full  for  the  abovesaid  tools,  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  United  States.  October  22,  1782. 


Chapter  86. 

RESOLVE     SETTLING    THE     BOUNDARY    LINE     BETWEEN    THE 
TOWNS   OF   SCITUATE  AND   MARSHFIELD. 

Whereas  disputes  have  arisen  concerning  the  boundary 
line  between  the  towns  of  Scituate  and  Marshtield,  and  a 
Committee  appointed  to  view  the  before  "mentioned  towns  in 
regard  to  the  said  line,  and  to  hear  the  parlies,  have  agreed 
upon  and  reported  the  following  adjustment,  viz.  That  the 
said  boundary  line  should  begin  at  the  Mouth  of  the  North- 
River  {so  called)  near  the  sea,  and  should  continue  its 
course  as  the  main  channel  now  runs  until  it  strikes  Thomas 
Little's  Bank,  and  then  with  the  old  channel  to  the  mouth 
of  Bass  Hole  Channel,  so  called,  following  the  course  of 
the  said  Bass  Hole  Channel  near  the  beach,  until  the  center 
of  Joseph  Bryant's  barn,  in  Marshtield,  shall  bear  North 
seventy-five  degrees  West,  the  said  line  to  extend  through 
the  (luzzle,  between  the  Horse  Shoe  Flat  and  the  Great 
Flat,  so  far  as  that  a  stake  standing  on  Moses  Symmond's 
Meadoiv,  in  Scituate,  near  Pinchon's  Bank,  shall  bear 


Chap.  86 
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North  fifteen  derirees  Went;  this  last  line  to  extend  in  the 
last  mentioned  direction^  until  the  dividing  Ditch  betiveen  the 
said  Towns,  on  the  upper  Green  Island,  m  the  said  River, 
shall  hear  North  sixty-seven  degrees  and  one  quarter  of  a 
degree  West,  then  to  extend  in  the  course  of  the  said  Ditch  to 
the  westerly  end  of  the  said  Island,  so  far  as  to  bring  a 
large  Buttonwood  Tree  on  Elijah  Curtis's  Hill,  in  Scituate, 
to  bear  North  seventy-one  and  an  half  degrees  West,  and 
from  the  said  westerly  end  of  the  said  Island  to  extend  a 
course  in  the  direction  of  the  said  Buttonwood  Tree  until 
it  strikes  the  Middle  of  the  Channel  of  said  River,  then 
following  the  com\se  of  the  Main  Chanjiel,  as  it  now  runs, 
to  the  upper  or  ivesternmost  j)urt  of  the  said  totvn  o/"  Marsh- 
field  : 

Resolved,  That  the  above  described  line,  agreed  on  and 
reported  by  the  said  Committee,  shall  be  considered  in 
future  as  the  true  and  just  boundary  line  between  the 
towns  of  Scituate  and  Marshfield.        November  8,  1782. 

Chapter  87. 
Chan    87  i^esolve  remitting  a  fine  for  the  deficiency  of  one 

^  '  MAN  assessed  UPON  THE   TOWN   OF   CHESTERFIELD. 

On  the  petition  o/"  Russell  Kellogg,  in  behalf  of  the  toimi 
q/"  Chesterfield, /)ra?/«*7?(7  that  the  fine  ordered  by  the  Treas- 
urer of  this  Commonwealth  to  be  assessed  upon  the  inhab- 
itants of  said  Chesterfield,  for  the  deficiency  of  one  man 
in  the  requisition  of  March  7,  1782,  be  remitted  to  them, 
for  reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  bo  granted, 
and  that  the  said  fine  be  remitted  to  them,  and  that  said 
town  of  Chesterfield  suffer  no  damage  from  said  fine,  or 
by  any  cost  arising  therefrom.  October  24,  1782. 

Chapter    88. 
Chap    88  resolve  on  the  memorial  of  samuel  hellish,  paymas- 

■^'  TER    of    the    3d    MASSACHUSETTS    REGIMENT,    DIRECTING 

THE  TREASURER  TO  DISCHARGE  THE  WARRANTS  DRAWN 
IN  FAVOUR  OF  SAID  REGIMENT  AND  ALL  OTHER  REGI- 
MENTS, FOR  THEIR  THREE  MONTHS  PAY  FOR  THE  YEAR 
1780. 

On  the  memorial  of  Samuel  jNIellish,  Paymaster  of  the 
3d  Massachusetts  regiment  in  the  continental  army : 
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Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be 
and  he  hereby  is  directed  to  discharge  the  warrants  drawn 
in  favour  of  the  said  third  Massachusetts  regiment,  to  com- 
pleat  their  three  months  pay  for  the  year  1780,  and  war- 
rants drawn  in  favour  of  all  the  other  regiments  for  the 
said  purpose  of  corapleating  their  three  months  pay  for 
the  year  1780,  agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  October  2,  1782. 

October  25,  1782. 

Chapter  89. 

RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  AGENT  TO   DELIVER   BARTLET  COF-  Qhnjj     gQ 
Fiy  FIFTY  BUSHELS   OF  SALT,  TAKEN   ON  BOARD  THE  BRIG  ^  * 

TEMPLE. 

On  the  7nemo7'ial  of  Bixrt\et  Coffin,  of  the  Island  of  Nan- 
tucket : 

Resolved,  That  the  Agent  of  this  Commonwealth  be 
directed  to  deliver  to  the  said  Coffin  fifty  bushels  of  the 
salt  taken  on  board  the  brig  Temjyle,  by  the  State's  ship 
Tartar,  and  brought  into  the  port  of  Boston,  for  reasons 
set  forth  in  said  memorial.  October  25,  17S2. 

Chapter  90. 

RESOLVE  MAKING   AN  ESTABLISHMENT  FOR  THE   CASTLE.         Chan.  90 

Whereas  it  is  expedient  for  the  safety  of  the  Com- 
momvealth  that  the  Castle  and  Fort  on  Governor's 
Island,  in  the  harhonr  of  Boston,  should  continue  garri- 
soned with  officers  and  matrosses,  and  the  establishment 
made  October  6,  1779,  ivill  expire  the  6fh  instant. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  appointed  and  commissioned 
for  said  purpose, 

I  Captain,  6  Quarter  Gunners, 

1  Capt.  Lieutenant,  2  Serjeants, 

1  Fii-st  Lieutenant,  3  Corporals, 

1  Gunner,  50  Privates, 

1  Gunner's  Mate, 

to  be  properly  organized  into  one  company,  the  non-com- 
missioned oflficers  and  privates  to  l)e  enlisted  for  the  term 
of  three  years,  unless  sooner  discharged,  to  do  garrison 
and  fatigue  duty  at  said  forts,  said  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers and  privates  not  to  be  called  off  from  said  duty  for 


Captain,  .... 
Captain-Lieutenant, 
First  Lieutenant,  . 
Gunner,  .... 
Gunner's  Mate,  .  . 
Each  Quarter  Gunner 
Each  Serjeant,  .  . 
Each  Corpora], .  . 
Drum  and  Fife, 
Each  Matross,    .     . 
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any  other  than  what  belongs  to  said  forts.  And  that  the 
following  establishment  be  allowed  to  the  officers  and  men 
who  shall  compose  said  company,  viz. 

Twelve  potmds  per  month, 

NiJie  pounds  per  month, 

Six  pounds  per  month, 

Five  j)ounds  per  month, 

Four  pounds  per  month. 

Two  pounds  ten  shillings  per  month, 

Tivo  pounds  eight  shillings  i)er  month, 

Tiuo  pounds  four  shillings  per  month. 

Two  pounds  four  shillings  each  per  month, 

Forty  shillings  jjer  month. 

And  each  non-commissioned  officer  and  private  in  said 
company  shall  receive  one  suit  of  cloaths  a  year  each  year 
they  shall  continue  in  said  service,  and  the  pay  of  each 
officer  and  soldier  to  be  made  quarterly. 

October  25,  1782. 


Chapter  91. 

Chap.    91  RESOLVE   ON  THE   PETITION   OF    WILLIAM  BURGESS. 

On  the  petition  o/"  AVilliam  ^vivgess^,  praying  foi^  leave 
to  ■withdraw  a  certain  petition  therein  described,  and  also 
that  he  may  not  be  exposed  to  any  severity  of  treatment, 
but  that  he  may  be  continued  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  per- 
sonal liberty,  under  proper  restrictions,  luitil  a  converiient 
opportunity  to  depart  from  this  Commomvealth  shall  occur: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  said  petition  be  so  far 
granted  as  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  supreme  execu- 
tive power,  to  allow  the  petitioner  a  reasonable  time  to 
prepare  for  his  departure,  laying  him  under  such  restric- 
tions as  they  shall  think  the  safety  of  the  Commonwealth 
requires.  October  25,  1782. 


Chap.  92 


Chapter  92. 

RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  COMMISSARY  GENERAL  TO  DELIVER 
'JO  JOSEPH  CLARKE,  FOR  THE  USE  OF  THE  TOWN  NORTH- 
AMPTON, A  QUANTITY  OF  POWDER,  LEAD  AND    FLINTS. 

On  the  account  ©/"Joseph  Clarke, 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissary-General  of  this  Com- 
monwealth be  and  hereby  is  directed  to  deliver  to  the  said 


1782.  —  September  Session.  317 

Joseph  Clarke,  for  tlic  use  of  the  town  of  Northampton, 
150  pounds  gunpowder,  G-i  i)ounds  lead,  and  120  flints, 
being  for  the  same  quantity  of  the  said  articles  delivered 
hy  the  said  Joseph  out  of  the  town  stock  of  the  said 
NortJiantpton  to  Ca})t.  Solomon  Allen  for  the  use  of  this 
Connnon wealth,  and  that  the  charge  of  transporting  the 
same  from  Boston  to  the  said  Northampton  be  paid  out  of 
the  public  treasury.  October  27,  17S2. 


Chap.  93 


Chapter  93. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  MEMORIAL  OF  MAJOR  GENERAL  HEATH 
AND  OTHERS,  OFFICERS  OF  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  LINE 
AND   HOSPITAL    DEPARTMENT. 

On.  the  memorial  of  Major  General  Heath  and  others, 
officers  of  the  Mass-dchusGtts  line  and  the  hospital  depart- 
ment, requesting  to  hnow  in  the  most  explicit  terms  whether 
the  legislature  of  this  Commonwealth  will  conform  to  the 
ordinance  of  Congress  establishing  half  pay  for  life,  or 
make  such  commutation  as  shall  be  more  consistent  with 
the  opinion  said  to  be  possessed  by  the  people  at  large: 

Resolved,  That  this  Court  have  no  disj^osition  unreason- 
ably to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  subject  above 
recited,  but  as  this  Court  are  not  possessed  of  satisfactory 
information  of  the  doings  and  intentions  of  Congress  on 
the  subject,  and  as  without  such  information  it  is  impos- 
sible for  them  to  judge  of  the  wisdom  and  propriety  of 
any  measures  proposed,  it  is  therefore  inexpedient  to 
enter  upon  the  said  subject  until  the  same  is  more  fully 
obtained.  October  28 ,  17 82 . 


Cliai)ter    94. 

RESOEVE     ON     THE     PETITION     OF     SAMUEL     WILLIAMS     AND  njidjy     94 

OTHERS.  ^  * 

On  the  petition  o/"  Samuel  Williams  and  others: 
llesolved.  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  Governor  and  Council  be  requested  to  furnish 
the  necessary  papers  which  may  be  requisite  for  the  pur- 
pose of  eftecting  the  exchange  of  the  said  Thomas  Benson, 
as  mentioned  in  said  petition.  October  28,  1782. 
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Chapter  95. 

Chan.  95  resolve   abating    all  the  deficiencies  of  beef  and 

'  *   '  MEN   DUE    FROM    ANY    OF    THE   TOWNS    IN    THE    COUNTY   OF 

BARNSTABLE,  HAVING  SUCH  FINES  FOR  MEN  INCURRED 
BEFORE  THE  2d  OF  DECEMBER  1780,  AND  REMITTING  ALL 
FINES  FOR  DEFICIENCIES. 

The  Committee  of  both  houses  cqypointed  by  a  resolve  of' 
the  General  Court  the  '2,\st  of  June  last,  to  repair  to  the 
county  of  Barnstable  to  view  the  several  toivns  in  the  said 
count?/,  and  to  take  into  consideration  their  circumstances, 
and  their  inability  of  procuring  beef  or  men  for  the  conti- 
nental army,  having  reported  that  tJiey  have  fully  and  criti- 
cally attended  that  service,  and  that  they  are  satisfied  that 
the  several  toiuns  in  said  county  have  co7nplied  to  the  tdmost 
of  their  abilities  ivith  the  requisitions  made  upon  them  by 
the  General  Court  for  beef  and  men,  and  that  the  said 
towns  are  incapable  of  complying  therewith  any  further ; 
and  said  Committee  having  reported,  as  their  opinion,  that 
all  the  deficiencies  of  beef  or  men  due  from  any  of  the  towns 

in  the  coujity  of  J^iiYnsU\h]e  be  abated  to  tJiem: TJtat 

all  fines  for  said  deficiencies  be  cdso  remitted  to  all  the  towns 
in  said  county : 

Wherefore,  Resolved,  That  all  the  deficiencies  of  beef 
and  men  due  from  any  of  the  towns  in  the  county  of  Barn- 
stable be  abated  to  them,  saving  such  tines  for  men  as  they 
had  incurred  before  the  2d  day  oi  December  1780,  and  not 
heretofore  remitted  them. 

Resolved,  That  all  tines  for  said  deticiencies  be  also 
remitted  to  all  the  towns  in  said  county. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  above  abatements 
be  in  full  of  all  abatements  due  to  any  of  the  towns  in 
said  county  in  consequence,  in  any  engagement  of  govern- 
ment whatever.  October  28,  1782. 


Chapter  96. 

Chap.    96  RESOLVE   on  the   petition   of    ruth    gat,    DIRECTING    THE 
^  '  AGENT   TO   DELIVER   TO   HER   OWN    USE    ALL   SUCH   OF    HER 

HUSBAND'S   TOOLS   AS   HE   HAS   IN    HIS    CARE. 

On  the  petition  of  Ruth  Gay  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  said  petition  lie  granted, 
for  reasons  set  forth  therein,  and  the  Agent  be  and  he 
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hereby  is  directed  to  deliver  the  said  Ruth  Gay,  to  her 
own  use,  all  such  of  her  husband's  tools  as  he  has  in  his 
care.  OdoUr  29,  1782. 

Chapter   97. 

RESOLVE   ON   THE   PETITION   OF    SAMUEL   GAMMAGE.  '  QJiaj).    97 

Whereas  Samuel  Gannnage  has  iietUioned  this  Court 
that  he  may  have  leave  to  go  to  Great  Britain  and  return, 
for  reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition;  andichereas  the  Gen- 
eral Court  is  (jreuth/ pressed  with  business:  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  iietition  be  referred  to  the  Gov- 
ernor in  Council,  and  that  they  be  and  hereby  arc  fully 
authorized  to  take  such  order  thereon  as  to  them  shall 
appear  to  be  lit,  the  General  Court  beins;  now  sitting,  or 
any  law  or  resolve  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

October  30,  1782. 

Chapter  98. 

ORDER  ON  THE    MEMORIAL    OF    THE    INHABITANTS    OF    xV^.V-  (JJiat),    98 

TUCKET.  ^  ' 

On  the  memorial  of  the  Inhabitants  q/"  Nantucket : 
Read  and  accepted,  and  thereupon  Ordered,  That  a  copy 
of  said  memorial  be  transmitted  to  the  Delegates  of  this 
Commonwealth  in  Congress  ;  and  that  the  said  Delegates 
be  re(|uired  to  use  their  utmost  endeavours  to  impress  the 
minds  of  Congress  with  just  ideas  of  the  high  Avorth  and 
imi)ortance  of  the  tisheries  to  the  United  States  in  general 
and  this  State  in  particular.  October  31,  1782. 

Chapter  99. 

RESOLVE   ON   THE   PETITION   OF  EZRA  LUNT.  Chap.    99 

On  the  petition  q/'Ezra  luuut,  praying  for  license  as  an 
innholder: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  any  two  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of 
Essex,  quorum  unus  (he  producing  from  the  Selectmen 
o(  JVeu-buryport  an  approbation  according  to  law)  l)e  and 
are  hereby  impowered  to  grant  a  license  to  the  said  Ezra 
Lunt,  to  exercise  the  employment  of  an  innholder  in  the 
town  of  Neivhuryport,  and  in  the  house  he  now  occupies, 
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until  the  next  Court  of  Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  granting 
licences  in  the  county  of  Essex,  recognizing  him  the  peti- 
tioner to  observe  such  rules  and  orders  as  the  law  requires, 
the  time  for  granting  licences  in  said  county  being  elapsed 
notwithstanding.  October  31,  17S2. 

Chapter  100. 

Chap.lOO  RESOLVE  REQUESTING  THE  GOVERNOR  TO  GIVE  THE  NECES- 
SARY ORDERS  FOR  THE  SAILING  OF  THE  SEVERAL  CARTELS 
IN  THE   HARBOUR   OF   BOSTON. 

Whereas  Iiis  Excellency  the  Marquis  De  Vaudreuil  lias 
requested  this  Court  to  "permit  tJie  flags  of  truce  noiu  lying 
in  tJie  harbour  of  Boston  to  sail  as  soon  as  they  may  think 
jfi'oper :  Therefore , 

Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be  and  he 
hereby  is  requested  to  give  such  orders  as  are  necessary 
for  the  immediate  departure  of  said  flags  of  truce. 

October  30,  1782. 


Chapter  101. 

ChanAOl  Resolve  directing   tiiomas  ivers,  esq;  to  call  upon 

^  *  the     sheriffs     of     the     several    counties     to     WHOM 

executions  have  been  directed  by  the  late  treas- 
urer to  perform  the  duties  therein  required,  and 
directing  him  to  issue  his  executions  against  all 
delinquent  constables. 

Whereas  the  Hon.  Henry  Gardner,  Esq;  late  Treasurer 
of  this  Commomvealth,  was  ordered  and  directed  to  issue 
his  executions  against  all  delinquent  constables  and  collec- 
tors who  were  appointed  to  collect  such  taxes  as  loere  granted 
before  the  first  day  of  March  last,  and  by  reason  of  the 
death  of  the  said  Treasurer  the  whole  number  of  said  execu- 
tions have  not  been  issued,  and  bid  few  returns  made  to  the 
Treasurer''s  oflice  by  the  Sheriffs  of  the  several  counties,  of 
such  executions  as  ha.ve  been  issued:  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  Tver's,  Esq  ;  Treasurer  of  this 
Commonwealth,  be  and  be  is  hereby  directed  to  call  upon 
the  Sherills  of  the  sevei'al  counties  of  this  Commonwealth, 
to  whom  executions  have  been  directed  by  the  late  Treas- 
urer, to  perform  the  duties  therein  required,  and  make 
return  of  their  doings  to  the  Treasury  office,  according  to 
law  ;  and  the  said  Treasurer  is  further  directed  to  issue  his 
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executions  against  all  deficient  Constables  and  Collectors 
who  have  not  tinished  their  collections  and  settled  their 
accounts  in  the  Treasury  office  for  all  taxes  of  every  denom- 
ination which  were  granted  before  the  first  day  of  March 
last,  excepting  the  tax  for  the  redemption  of  the  bills  of 
credit  of  the  new  emission,  for  the  deficiencies  of  which 
executions  shall  he  issued  by  the  Treasurer  on  the  second 
day  of  January  next,  and  not  before,  and  that  said  execu- 
tions 1)0  made  returnable  to  the  Treasury  office  within  fifty 
daj's  from  the  date  thereof.  November  1,  1782. 


Chap.102 


Cliapter  103. 

RESOLVE  ON   THE   PETITION   OF  DAVID   FELT  AND    BENJAMIN 

NEEDHAM. 

Upon  the  petition  of  David  Felt  and  Benjamin  Need- 
ham  : 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  Governor  be  requested  to  grant  the  petition- 
ers liberty  to  fit  out  a  suitable  vessel  as  a  flag  to  proceed 
to  Halifax,  for  the  purpose  mentioned  in  the  petition, 
and  to  furnish  them  with  such  papers  as  may  be  necessary 
to  qualify  the  said  vessel  for  this  business,  the  whole  to 
be  at  the  expence  of  the  said  petitioners. 

November  1,  1782. 

Chapter  103. 

RESOLVE   DIRECTING  THE   DISPOSING  OF  A  QUANTITY  OF  SALT  (Jhnrfj  IQQ 
BEEF,  ABOUT  THREE   HUNDRED  BARRELS,  IN  THE  CARE  OF  ^  * 

MOSES  CHURCH  AND  THOMAS  WILLISTON,  ESQ'RS,  IN  THE 
TOW^NS  OF  £^Sr  AND  WEST  SPRINGFIELD,  BEING  THE  PROP- 
ERTY OF  THIS  COMMONWEALTH. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  GhurcJi  and  Williston  be  and 
they  are  hereby  directed  to  deliver  to  Richard  Devens, 
Esq  ;  Commissary  General,  or  his  order,  at  Springfield, 
the  beef  alwve  mentioned,  taking  receipt  therefor.  And 
it  is  further  Resolved,  That  Richard  Devens,  Esq  ;  be  and 
he  is  hereby  directed  to  receive  the  beef  now  in  the  care 
of  the  said  Church  and  Williston,  and  dispose  of  the  same 
in  such  manner  as  he  shall  judge  most  for  the  advantage 
of  this  Commonwealth,  he  to  be  accountable  to  the  General 
Court  for  the  same,  any  resolve  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. November  1,  1782. 
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Chapter  104. 

Chap.104:  RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  DISCHARGE  THE 
TOWN  OF  GORHAM  FROM  THE  DEFICIENCY  OF  ONE  MAN, 
AND  DIRECTING  THOMAS  PORTER  OF  TOPSFIELD  TO  PRO- 
CURE A  MAN  IN  LIEU  THEREOF. 

071  the  petition  of  Thomas  Porter  cmd  Stephen  Long- 
fellow : 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth 
l)e  and  hereb}"  is  directed  to  discharge  the  town  of  Lrorliam 
from  the  deficiency  of  one  man  they  stand  charged  with 
upon  the  resolve  of  the  2d  of  December  1780.  And  in 
order  to  prevent  a  deficiency  in  the  quota  of  men  set  on 
the  town  of  Topsjield  hy  the  aforesaid  resolve,  it  is  further 
Resolved,  That  Thomas  Porter  of  Tojosjield,  one  of  said 
petitioners,  be  and  hereby  is  directed  and  required  to 
procure  one  able  bodied  man  to  serve  in  the  continental 
army  for  three  years  or  during  the  war,  in  lieu  of  the  man 
taken  from  the  town  of  Topsjield  and  carried  to  the  credit 
of  the  town  of  Gorham  by  the  determination  of  the 
muster-master,  and  to  the  acceptance  of  the  continental 
muster-master  at  Boston,  and  take  his  receipt  for  said 
soldier,  which  receipt  shall  he  lodged  in  the  Treasurer's 
office  on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  December  next.  And 
in  case  of  neglect  or  refusal  he  the  said  Porter  shall  forfeit 
and  pa}'  a  fine  of  eighty  Jive  pounds  thirteen  shillings,  equal 
to  the  average  price  of  the  men  raised  agreeable  to  a  resolve 
of  the  General  Court  passed  the  second  of  December 
1780.  And  in  case  of  neglect  or  refusal  as  aforesaid  the 
Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  is  hereby  directed  to 
issue  his  execution  against  the  said  TJiomas  Porter  for  the 
said  fine  without  delay.  November  1,  1782. 

Chapter  105. 

Chap.105  RESOLVE    DIRECTING   THE    AGENT    TO    SUPPLY    CAPT.    AAROX 

^  '  HOLDEN    WITH    CLOTH    AND    OTHER    ARTICLES    SUFFICIENT 

FOR    A    SUIT    OF   CLOATHS,    SAID    HOLDEN  ENDORSING    THE 

AMOUNT     OF    THE     SAME     ON     ONE     OF    HIS    DEPRECIATION 

NOTES. 

Resolved,  That  Ccdeb  Davis,  Esq  ;  agent  for  this  Com- 
monwealth be  and  he  hereby  is  directed  to  supply  Capt. 
Aaron  Ilolden  with  cloth  and  other  articles  sufficient  for 
a  suit  of  clothes,  said  Holden  endorsing  the  amount  of  the 
same  on  the  back  of  one  of  his  depreciation  notes  that  are 
now  become  payable.  November  1,  1782. 
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Chapter  106. 

RESOLVE    GRANTING    £.150    TO    EACH    OF     THE     DELEGATES  QJiaj)  106 
ELECTED    TO    REPRESENT    THIS    COMMONWEALTH    IN    CON-  ^  * 

GRESS. 

WhereaiA  the  Honourable  Samuel  Holton,  James  Warren, 
Nathaniel  Gorham,  and  Stephen  lligginson,  Esquires,  have 
heen  duly  elected  Dele(jates  to  represent  this  Commonwealth 
in  Congress  for  one  year  from  tlie  first  Monday  of  Nov  em- 
ber  insta)it. 

Resolved,  That  One  hundred  and  fifty  j)ounds  lawful 
money  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of  said 
Connnonwealth  to  each  of  said  Delegates  who  shall  accept 
the  trust  to  which  they  are  severally  elected,  and  paid  at 
their  departures  for  Congress,  to  be  accounted  for  on  set- 
tlement for  their  respective  services  in  the  delegation. 

November  1,  1782. 

Chapter  107. 

RESOLVE   ON   THE   PETITION   OF  JAMES    HOWARD,  ESQ;  Chap.107 

On  the  petition  of  James  Howard,  Esq;  in  behalf  of 
himself,  Susanna  7«s  wife,  and  Hartson  Coney,  setting 
forth  that  one  Nathaniel  Hersey  of  Hallowell,  in  the 
county  of  Lincoln,  blacksmith,  broug]d  an  action  of  tres- 
2)ass  against  them,  triable  before  Joseph  North,  Esq;  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace  in  that  county,  on  the  twenty  fourth 
day  q/' September  A.  D.  1781,  and  that  they,  not  of  their 
neglect,  but  being  necessarily  prevented  from  appearing 
thnely  to  answer  to  said  action,  ivere  defaidted,  lost  their 
ap>peal,  and  judgment  was  given  by  said  Justice  for  very 
large  damages,  and  praying  for  an  appeal  from  the  judg- 
ment of  said  Justice  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  to  be 
holden  at  Pownalborough,  ivithin  and  for  said  county,  on 
the  first  Tuesday  0/ June  next: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  said  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  said  James,  Susanna  and  Hartson  have  leave 
to  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  said  Justice  to  said  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  ;  and  said  Justice  is  hereby  directed  to 
grant  them  the  same,  and  a  copy  of  all  such  proceedings 
as  may  have  been  had  before  him  in  said  action  accord- 
ingly. Provided,  said  Howard  notify  said  Hersey  of  said 
appeal  at  least  twenty  days  before  the  sitting  of  said 
Court.  November  2, 1 782. 
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Chapter  108. 

Chan  108  i^e^o^ve  on  the  petition  of  Lemuel  billings,  EMrowEU- 

L  ING  IIIM  TO  MAKE  SALE  OF  REAL  ESTATE  MENTIONED. 

Ujoo^i  ilie petition  of  Lemuel  Billings,  guardian  to  Ben- 
jamin Billings,  a  7)iinor,  praying  that  lie  may  he  enqjoiv- 
ered  to  make  sale  of  the  real  estate  of  said  Benjamin,  for 
i^easons  therein  set  forth  : 

liesolved.  That  the  prayer  of  said  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  Lemuel  Billings  of  lioxbury,  in  the  county  of 
8uffolk,  felt  maker,  guardian  to  Benjamin  Billings,  a 
minor,  be  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  and  impowered 
to  make  sale  of  the  real  estate  of  said  Benjamin,  com- 
plying with  and  observing  the  directions  of  the  law  for 
the  sale  of  real  estates  by  executors  and  administrators,  he 
the  said  Lemuel  first  giving  security  to  the  Judge  of  Pro- 
bate for  the  county  of  Suffolk  that  the  proceeds  of  said  sale 
(after  deducting  the  expences  thereof)  together  with  inter- 
est therefor,  shall  be  paid  said  minor  when  he  arrives  at 
full  age,  or  otherwise  to  his  satisfaction  accounted  for,  and 
the  said  Lemuel  in  his  said  capacity  is  hereby  empowered 
to  make  and  execute  a  deed  or  deeds  of  said  estate  to  the 
purchaser  or  purchasers,  to  hold  in  fee  simple. 

November  2,  1782. 


Chap.Wd 


Chapter  109. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  STOUGHTONHAM^ 
DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  RECEIPT  THE  CONSTABLES 
OR  COLLECTORS  OF  SAID  TOWM  THE  SUM  OF  £.30,  4s.  4cl. 

On  tJie  petition  of  the  town  of  Stoughtonham,  setting 
forth  that  there  is  a  mistake  in  the  Resolve  of  the  second 
of  November  last,  nuiking  abatement  to  the  several  towns 
that  apj)ear  to  have  been  over  taxed  p)revious  to  the  settle- 
ment of  the  last  valuation;  by  said  Besolve  the  town  of 
Stoughtonham  is  abated  only  ninet}^  eight  pounds  two 
shillings  and  eight  pence,  when  their  just  propot^tion 
woidd  be  one  hundred  and  twenty  eight  pounds  seven 
shillings  : 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be  and  he 
is  hereby  directed  further  to  receipt  the  constables  or 
collectors  of  the  town  of  Stoughtonham  the  sum  oi  thirty 
pounds  four  shillings  and  four  pence  on  the  hard  money 
tax  to  be  paid  in  bills  of  the  new  emission. 

November  2,  1782. 
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Chap.llO 


Chapter   110. 

RESOLVE    REMITTING    A    FINE    TO    THE    TOWN    OF    FITCHBURG 
FOR  THE  DEFICIENCY  OF  ONE  MAN, 

On  the  petition  of  Thomas  Cowden,  «i  behalf  of  the 
town  of  Fitchburg,  praying  for  the  remittance  of  a  fine 
laid  on  said  town  for  not  procuring  one  man  of  the  last 
three  years  men  for  the  Continental  Army : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  so 
far  granted,  that  the  execution  against  the  said  town  of 
Fitchburg,  for  the  deficiency  of  one  man  for  the  last 
requisition  of  men  to  fill  up  the  Continental  Army,  be 
staid  until  the  further  order  of  the  General  Court,  any 
resolve  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

November  2,  1782. 

Chapter   111. 

RESOLVE   AUTHORIZING  THE   COMMITTEE   APPOINTED    TO    RE-  (JhaD  111 
CEIVE    FROM    THE    ADMINISTRATORS    OF   THE    LATE    TREAS-  ^ 

URER  THE  PROPERTY  IN  HIS  HANDS  BELONGING  TO  THIS 
COiMMONWEALTH,  TO  DESTROY  CERTAIN  BILLS  OF  CREDIT 
CERTIFICATES  AND  NOTES. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  appointed  by  a  Resolve 
of  the  14fh  instant  to  receive  from  the  administrators  of 
Henry  Gardner,  Esq  ;  late  Treasurer  of  this  Common- 
wealth, all  such  property  of  this  Commonwealth  as  was 
in  the  hands  of  the  said  late  Treasurer  Gardner  at  his 
decease,  cCc.  are  hereby  authorized,  impowered  and 
directed,  after  having  given  the  proper  discharges,  to 
consume  to  ashes  the  bills  of  credit  issued  by  this  gov- 
ernment, the  certificates  issued  by  virtue  of  a  Resolve  of 
November  the  2d  1781,  and  the  notes  that  are  or  may  be 
brought  in  and  consolidated,  until  the  further  orders  of 
this  Court.  November  2,  1782. 


Chapter  112. 

RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  TF.,EASURER  TO  CREDIT  THE  TOWN 
OF  COHASSET  THE  AVERAGE  PRICE  OF  ONE  MAN  OF  THE 
LAST  REQUISITION  OF  MEN  TO  SERVE  IN  THE  CONTINENTAL 
ARMY. 

Whereas  it  appears  that  the  toivn  of  Cohasset,  by  reason 
of  its  being  set  too  high  on  the  last  valuation,  has  been  called 
upon  to  furnish  more  than  its  due  proportion  of  men  to 
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serve  in  the  Continental  Armij :  and  luJiereas  the  said  toum 
has  prayed  for  relief  in  this  behalf: 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be 
and  he  is  hereby  directed  and  impowered  to  credit  the  said 
town  of  Cohasset  the  sum  of  seventy  four  pounds  _one  shil- 
ling and  three  pence,  it  being  the  average  price  of  one 
man  of  the  hist  requisition  of  men  to  serve  in  the  Conti- 
nental Army,  together  with  the  penalty  for  not  procuring 
the  same,  and  to  proceed  against  the  said  town  for  their 
deficiencies  on  the  said  requisition  accordingly.  And  the 
collector  or  collectors  of  the  said  town,  who  may  or  have 
collected  the  said  sum,  are  hereby  directed  to  pay  the 
same  in  to  the  treasurer  of  the  said  town. 

November  2,  1782. 

Chapter  113. 

ChaV  113  I^ESOLVE    DIRECTING   THE   TREASURER   TO   ISSUE    HIS    EXECU- 
^  '  TIONS,  WITH  5  PER  CENT.  ADDED,  AGAINST  ANY  CONSTABLE 

OR     COLLECTOR    AVHO     SHALL    REFUSE     TO     PAY     RECEIPTS 
DRAWN   ON  THEM   BY  THE   LATE   TREASURER. 

Whereas  great  inconveniences  may  arise  by  the  refusal 
of  collectors  or  constables  to  discount  with  or  pay  to  indi- 
viduals the  amount  of  receipts  given  to  such  iiidividuals  by 
the  late  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  in  favour  of  such 
constables  or  collectors  to  whose  credit  they  are  passed,  and 
who  have  had  the  benefit  thereof  in  tlieir  accounts  with  the 
Treasurer: 

Resolved,  That  where  any  person  shall  be  possessed  of 
any  such  receipt  as  aforesaid,  and  the  constable  or  col- 
lector, in  whose  favour  such  receipt  has  been  given,  shall 
neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the  sum  therein  mentioned  until 
the  first  day  of  December  next,  if  the  possessor  of  such 
receipt  shall  within  forty  days  from  the  said  first  day  of 
December  present  the  same  to  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Commonwealth  for  payment,  the  Treasurer  shall  be  and 
hereby  is  directed  to  give  his  receipt  therefor,  and  shall 
immediately  issue  his  execution  against  such  constable 
or  collector  for  the  sum  mentioned  in  such  receipt,  with 
the  addition  of  5  per  cent,  from  the  date  of  the  late  Treas- 
urer's receipt,  and  shall  pay  the  same,  both  principal  and 
interest,  to  the  possessor  of  such  receipt  as  aforesaid  ;  and 
in  case  it  shall  appear  that  the  constable  or  collector  has 
paid  any  part  of  the  sum  mentioned   in  any  receipt  as 
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aforesaid,  the  Treasurer  shall  issue  his  execution  for  such 
part  only  as  shall  remain  due. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  be  and  he  hereby  is 
directed  to  publish  the  foregoing  Resolve  in  Willis's 
and  the   Worcester  and  Sjwingjield  news  papers. 

November  2,  1782. 


Chapter  114. 

,VE   DISCHARGING  THE   OFFICERS  AND   SOLDIERS  UNDER  QliaV-W.^: 
3  COMMAND   OF   COL.  JAMES  HUNTER,   IN  THE    EASTERN  ^  ' 


RES0L\ 
THE 
DEPARTMENT. 


Resolved,  That  Col.  James  Hunter,  with  the  officers 
and  soldiers  under  his  command,  and  stationed  in  the 
county  of  Lincoln,  be  discharged  from  the  service  for 
which  they  were  respectively  engaged,  from  and  after 
the  twentieth  day  of  Novemher  instant,  and  that  their 
rolls  be  made  up  and  paid  to  that  time  and  no  longer. 

November  2,  1782. 


Chapter  115. 

RESOLVE  FOR  STOPPING  ANY  FURTHER  PROCEEDINGS  AGAINST 
THE  ASSESSORS  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  LANCASTER,  FOR  NOT 
ASSESSING  A  CLASS  FOR  RAISING  ONE  OF  THE  THREE 
YEARS  MEN  FOR  THE   ARMY. 

Whereas  by  mistake  an  execution  ivas  issued  hy  the  late 
Treasurer  Gardner  against  the  assessors  of  the  town  of 
Lancaster,  for  not  assessing  a  class  for  the  raising  one  of 
the  three  years  men  for  the  Continental  Army ,  A.D.  1781, 
and  the  same  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Sheriff  of  the  county 
of  Worcester ;  and  it  now  appears  that  said  town  had 
raised  their  full  quota  of  said  men,  and  that  they  had  act- 
ually joined  the  army  lohen  said  execution  issued:  There- 
fore, 

Resolved,  That  no  further  proceedings  be  had  against 
said  assessors  on  that  behalf,  and  that  they  serve  the  said 
Sherifl' with  a  copy  of  this  Resolve,  and  that  he  thereupon 
return  said  execution  to  Thomas  Ivers,  Esq  ;  Treasurer, 
with  the  said  copy  annexed  to  the  same. 

November  2,  1782. 
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Chapter  116. 

CJiaV  116  I^ESOLVE    ON    THE    PETITION    OF    SAMUEL    WHITTEMORE    AND 
^  '  SAMUEL    CHANDLER,    IMPOWERING    THEM    TO    MAKE    SALE 

OF   THE   ESTATE    MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Samuel  Whittemore  and  Samuel 
Chandler,  executors  to  the  last  will  and  testament  o/"  Samuel 
Chandler,  late  q/" Gloucester,  in  the  county  o/Essex,  Clerh, 
deceased: 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  executors,  in  their  capacity,  be  and  are  here- 
by fully  authorized  and  impowered  to  make  sale  of  the 
estate  in  their  petition  mentioned,  for  the  most  the  same 
will  fetch,  and  make  and  execute  a  good  and  sufficient 
deed  or  deeds  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers,  they  observ- 
ing the  rules  and  directioDS  of  law  for  the  sale  of  real 
estates  by  executors  or  administrators,  first  giving  bond 
to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of  Essex  that  the 
money  arising  by  the  sale  shall  be  applied  to  the  benefit 
of  the  heirs  at  law,  agreeable  to  the  will  of  the  testator. 

November  2,  1782. 


Chapter  117. 

Chan  117  k-esolve  assessing  the  lands  known  by  the  name  of 

^'  GREEN  AND    WALKER'S,   BY   THE    TOW^N    OF    CHARLEMONT, 

EXCEPT,     i^c.    AND    EMPOWERING    THE     ASSESSORS     OF    THE 
TOWNS  OF  CHARLEMONT  AND  MERRTFIELD  IN  THIS  CASE. 

Resolved,  That  the  lands  known  by  the  name  of  Green 
and  Walker^s  or  Fort  Shirley,  be  assessed  by  the  town  of 
Charlemont,  except  the  two  tier  of  lots  upon  the  western 
side,  which  shall  be  assessed  by  the  town  of  Merryfield; 
and  the  assessors  of  the  towns  of  Charlemont  and  Merry- 
field  be  and  hereby  are  empowered  to  assess  the  same 
according  to  their  valuation  compared  with  the  lands  of 
their  respective  towns,  keeping  a  separate  account  of  the 
sums  so  assessed,  and  the  constables  and  collectors  of  the 
said  towns  shall  pay  the  same  into  the  treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth,  taking  duplicate  receipts  for  the  same 
severally,  one  of  each  to  be  lodged  in  the  Secretary's 
office.  November  2,  1782. 
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Chapter  118. 

KESOLA'E  ON  THE  TETITION  OF  JAMES  BOWDOIX,  ESQ;  AND 
OTHERS,  DECLARING  NULL  AND  VOID  A  RESOLVE  ABATING 
THE  TAX  ON  HARPSWELL,  AND  DIRECTING  THE  ASSESSORS 
OF   BOU'DOIXHAM  IN  THIS   CASE. 

Whereas  a  number  of  people  hare  lately  settled  on  a 
tract  of  land  adjoining  to  and  lying  icest  of  Bowdoinham, 
many  of  u^honi  have  removed  from  Harps  well,  a7id  have 
been  and  are  taxable  by  Bowdoinham  :    Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  Uaipsicell  be  abated  j^'ve  shillings  in  the 
thousand  of  the  last  valuation,  and  that  the  same  be  added 
to  Boii'doinliani;  and  it  being  reasonable  that  Bowdoin- 
ham should  have  the  benefit  of  the  taxes  on  the  polls  and 
estates  of  the  said  settlers,  until  a  new  valuation  shall  take 
place  :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  assessors  of  Bowdoinham,  or  the 
major  part  of  them,  be  and  hereby  are  empowered  to  lay  a 
t;ix,  from  time  to  time,  on  the  male  polls  of  the  settlers 
on  the  land  aforesaid  and  their  estates,  in  the  same  man- 
ner, at  the  same  time,  and  to  collect  the  same  as  they  shall 
be  from  time  to  time  authorized  to  do  on  the  polls  and 
estates  within  the  town  ol  Bowdoinham,  by  virtue  of  any 
tax  act  of  the  General  Court,  until  a  new  valuation  shall 
take  place,  or  until  the  further  order  of  the  said  Court, 
and  for  that  purpose,  and  that  there  may  be  no  doubt  con- 
cerning the  bounds  of  the  said  land,  it  shall  be  and  hereby 
is  bounded.  Southerly  l)y  the  northerly  line  of  Toj^sham, 
and  by  the  same  line  continued  to  the  westerly  line  of  the 
Kennebec  Purchase  from  the  late  Colony  oi New  Plymouth, 
"Westerly  by  the  said  westerly  line  of  the  said  Purchase, 
Northerly  by  a  line  running  west  north-west  from  the 
north-easterly  corner  of  Bowdoinham  to  the  aforesaid 
westerly  line,  and  Easterly  by  Bowdoinham  aforesaid. 

Provided  nevertheless,  that  in  case  any  of  the  settlers 
on  the  i^aid  described  land  are  trespassers,  this  Resolve 
shall  not  be  understood  to  encourage  or  support  them  in 
such  trespass. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  Resolve  of  this 
Court  passed  in  the  present  session  thereof,  for  making  an 
abatement  in  the  tax  on  Harpswell  aforesaid,  shall  be  and 
hereby  is  declared  void,  the  present  Resolve  being  substi- 
tuted instead  thereof;  and  the  Secretary  is  hereby  directed 
to  send  to  the  assessors  of  Bowdoinham  an  attested  copy 
of  this  Resolve,  as  soon  as  may  be.       November  2,  1782. 
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Chapter  119. 

ChaV.119  I^ESOLVE    ON    THE    PETITION    OF    JAMES    AVERT,    AGENT    FOR 
^  THE    TOWN    OF    MACHIAS,   EMPOWERING    THE    COMMITTEE 

FOR     METHODIZING     PUBLIC     ACCOUNTS     TO     ADJUST     THE 
ACCOUNTS  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  q/' James  Avery,  Esq;  agent  for  the  town 
ofMiichvds,j)rcu/ing  that  the  accounts  between  said  Toion  and 
this  Commonwealth  might  he  adjusted  and  settled,  and  that 
said  town  might  be  allowed,  in  the  settlement  of  said  accounts, 
hire  for  the  scJiooner  Diligent/br  the  time  she  was  employed 
by  the  pidjlic;  also  that  as  the  money  granted  by  this  Court 
on  February  1th,  111^,  for  the  relief  of  the  eastern  settle- 
ments, sevei'al  towns  received  together  and  gave  joint  bonds 
to  the  Treasurer  for  the  same,  that  said  toivn  of  Machias, 
after  settling  for  the  proportion  they  received,  might  be  dis- 
charged from  the  bonds  given  therefor. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  methodizing  and  set- 
tling the  public  accounts  be  and  they  are  hereby  empow- 
ered and  directed  to  adjust  and  settle  the  accounts  between 
this  Commonwealth  and  the. town  of  Machias,  and  allow 
therein  to  the  said  town  the  hire  of  the  schooner  Diligent, 
during  the  time  she  was  employed  by  the  public,  and  to 
charge  the  said  town  with  only  the  real  sum  they  received 
of  the  money  granted  by  this  Court  on  the  7th  of  Febru- 
ary 1776,  for  the  relief  of  the  eastern  settlements. 

November  4,  1782. 


Chap.120 


Chapter  130. 

RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  COMMISSARY  GENERAL  TO  PAY  TO 
JAMES  AVERY  THE  SUM  OF  £.34,  3s.  4d.  IN  MONEY  OR 
PROVISIONS,  FOR  THE  USE  OF  LIEUT.  WILLIAM  ALBEE,  FOR 
BACK  RATIONS,  AND  DIRECTING  THE  AGENT  TO  FURNISH 
SEVEN  SUITS  OF  CLOATHS  FOR  THE  SOLDIERS  AT   MACHIAS. 

JResolved,  That  the  Commissary  General  of  this  Com- 
monwealth be  and  hereby  is  directed  to  pay  to  James 
A-very,  thirty  four  pounds  three  shillings  and  four  pence, 
in  money  or  provisions,  for  the  use  of  William  Albee, 
Lieutenant  of  the  artillery  company  at  Machias,  being  for 
ten  hundred  and  twenty-five  back  rations  due  to  said  Wil- 
liam Albee,  from  the  7th  of  Deceinber  1779  to  the  IGth  of 
August  1782,  at  eight  pence  per  ration.     And  that  the 


1782.  —  September  Session.  331 

Agent  of  this  Commonwealth  be  directed  to  deliver  to  the 
said  James  Avery  seven  suits  of  cloaths  for  the  soldiers  at 
said  Machias,  and  charge  the  same  to  the  United  States. 

November  4, 1782. 


JOIN  WITH  Chap.V21 

D  LYING  IN  '■ 


Cliapter  131. 

RESOLVE  DIRECTING  LEMUEL  KOLLOCK,  ESQ;  TO 
THE  FROFRIETOIIS  OF  A  DIVISION  OF  THE  LAN 
THE  TOWNS  OF  OXFORD  AND  CHARLTOX,  IN  PURSUING 
THE  BEST  METHOD  FOR  ASCERTAINING  THE  ORIGINAL 
BOUNDS. 

Wliei^eas  a  division  of  the  land  lying  in  the  towns  of 
Oxford  and  Charlton,  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  in  which 
the  Commonwealth  is  interested,  was  attempted  in  June 
last,  hut  by  reason  of  the  original  hounds  being  demolished 
or  lost,  said  division  could  not  be  made  :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  Lemuel  ICoUock,  Esq  ;  agent  upon  said 
laud,  is  hereby  directed  to  join  with  the  other  pro- 
prietors in  pursuing  the  best  method  for  ascertaining  and 
establishing  the  original  bounds,  and  further  to  proceed 
agreeable  to  the  powers  before  granted. 

October  2,  1782. 


Chapter  132. 

RESOLVE   ON  THE   PETITION  OF  JOHX  BUFFIXTOX. 

On  the  petition  of  John  'Bxi^nioxi,  praying  that  certain 
dejjositions  fled  in  the  clerk's  office  of  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  for  the  county  o/"  Essex,  taken  to  be  used  in  an 
action  of  trespass  concerning  the  Schooner  Lark,  in  v:hich 
said  Buffinton  ivas  plaintiff  and  Charles  le  Ballister  v:as 
defendent,  may  be  admitted  and  used  in  a  trial  to  be  had 
concerning  said  schooner,  between  the  same  parties,  agree- 
able to  a  Resolve  of  the  1th  of  iNIarch  last,  at  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  begun  and  held  at  Salem  on  the  first  Tues- 
day q/" November  instant: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  said  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  said  Bujfinton  be  and  he  is  hereby  author- 
ized to  use  in  said  trial,  under  the  direction  of  the  same 
Supreme  Judicial  Court,  copies  of  said  depositions  duly 
attested  by  said  Clerk  (who  is  hereby  directed  to  grant 
the  same)  and  to  give  the  same  in  evidence  to  the  jury,  so 
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far  as  said  court  shall  judge  them  pertinent  to  the  issue 
that  may  l)e  joined,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing. November  5 ,  1 782 . 

Chapter  133. 

(7Aa7).123  RESOLVE   ON  THE  PETITION  OF   A  COMMITTEE   OF    THE    TO^VlSr 
^  *  OF   HADLEY. 

On  a  petition  of  a  committee  of  the  town  q/Hadley  : 
Whereas  it  appears  that  the  totons  of  Westfield  and 
Amherst,  tliroufjh  clerical  mistakes,  were  not  taxed  their 
due  proportion  in  the  last  valuation:  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  in  all  future  taxes  there  be  added  to  said 
Westfield  the  sum  of  two  shillings  and  six^ pence,  to  said 
Amherst  one  shilling  on  each  thousand  pounds. 

November  5,  1782. 


Chapter  124. 


RESOLVE  APPOINTING  COL.  JABEZ  HATCH  TO  WAIT  ON  THE 
QUARTER-MASTER  GENERAL  OF  THE  FRENCH  ARMY,  AND 
IMPOWERING  THE  SELECTMEN  OF  BOSTON  TO  PROVIDE 
QUARTERS  FOR  THE   GENERAL  AND  STAFF  OF    SAID  ARMY. 

Resolved,  That  Col.  Jabez  Hatch  be  and  hereby  is 
appointed,  m  the  quality  of  Barrack  Master,  to  wait  on 
the  Quarter  Master  General  of  the  French  Army,  on  their 
first  entering  into  this  State,  at  Wrentham,  to  facilitate 
the  quartering  of  the  French  troops  under  the  command 
of  his  Excellency  Count  de  Rochambeau. 

And  it  is  also  Resolved,  That  the  selectmen  of  the  town 
of  Boston  be  and  hereby  are  impowered  and  directed  to 
provide  convenient  quarters  for  the  general  officers  and 
stafi'of  the  French  Army  aforesaid,  expected  soon  to  arrive 
in  the  said  town,  and  that  the  said  Selectmen's  accounts 
and  Colonel  Hatch's  accounts  be  laid  l)efore  the  General 
Court  for  allowance  and  payment,  and  that  the  United 
States  be  charged  therewith.  November  5,  1782. 


Chapl25 


Chapter  125. 

RESOLVE  ALLOWING  THE  ACCOUNTS  OF  THE  TREASURER  OF 
THE  COUNTY  OF  PLYMOUTH. 

Wliereas  it  appears  upon  examination  of  the  accounts  of 
the  treasurer  of  the  county  of  Plymouth,  that  all  monies 
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granted  and  alloived  hy  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of 
the  Peace  for  the  said  county ,  for  the  year  11%1,  luerefor 
such  purposes  and  appropriations  as  the  law  impoivered 
the  said  Court  to  grant:  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  accounts  be  allowed. 

November  5,  1782. 


Chapter  126. 

RESOLVE  ON    THE    TOWN    OF    GRANBY'S    MEMORIAL,    LENGTH-  Cha7).126 
NING  OUT  THE   TIME   FOR  SAID   TOWN    TO    MAKE    RETURNS  "^  * 

INTO    THE    SECRETARY'S    OFFICE,    AGREEABLE    TO    AN    ACT 
PASSED  JUXE   1781,   TO   THE  FIRST  DAY  OF  APRIL  NEXT. 

Whereas  by  an  act  passed  in  June  1781,  entitled  an  act 
for  altering  the  dividing  line  betiveen  the  towns  of  South 
Hadley  and  Granby,  provision  was  made  that  each  of  the 
ptersons  living  in  said  toivns  shall  have  their  liberty  and 
choice  of  belonging  to  either  of  said  towns,  as  will  be  most 
agreeable  to  them,  together  with  their  respective  estates,  pro- 
vided the  person  so  choosing  to  remove  himself  or  his  estate 
from  the  town  where  he  inhabits,  or  where  his  estate  lies,  to 
the  other  town,  shall  make  a  return  of  his  name  or  the  estate 
so  to  be  removed,  into  the  Secretary's  office,  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  J 'duaavy  next,  therein  particularly  mention- 
ing the  quantity  of  Ms  land,  with  the  boundaries  of  such 
land  and  the  name  of  the  town  to  which  he  vjould  have  the 
same  annexed,  which  person  or  his  estate  so  described  as 
aforesaid  shall  from  and  after  the  said  first  day  q/"  January 
next  be  considered,  to  all  intents  and  purj^oses,  as  belong- 
ing to  the  town  to  which  the  same  is  subscribed,  such  person 
or  estate  being  included  v:ithin  the  limits  of  the  other  toiun 
notwithstanding.  And  whereas  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
toivns  neglected  to  take  the  advantage  of  the  above  recited 
paragrj:iph  in  the  aforesaid  act  ivithin  the  time  therein  lim- 
ited, and  have  prayed,  by  a  tnemorial  presented  to  this 
Court,  that  the  time  for  mahing  such  returns  into  the  Sec- 
retary'.^ office  be  lengthned  out  until  the  first  day  of  April 
next : 

Resolved,  That  the  time  for  making  returns  into  the 
Secretary's  office,  agreeal)le  to  the  l)efore  recited  para- 
graph, l)e  and  hereby  is  lengthened  to  the  first  day  of 
April  next,  the  above  mentioned  act  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. November  6,  1782. 
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Chapter  127. 

Char)  V^il  RESOLVE  ox  the  petition  of  aarox  holden,  in  behalf 

-^'  OF  ANDREW  GARRET,  NOW  A   PRISONER  IN  CANADA. 

On  the  petition  of  Aaron  Holden,  in  behalf  of  Andrew 
Garret,  noic  a  prisoner  in  Canada,  praying  that  three 
months  icages  due  to  the  said  Garret,  may  be  paid  to  the 
said  Holden  :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid,  out  of  the 
pul)lic  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  said  Aaron 
Holden,  three  months  wages,  that  are  due  to  the  said 
Andreic  Garret,  agreeable  to  a  resolve  of  the  General 
Court,  of  the  7th  of  March,  1781.  The  said  Holden  to 
forward  the  same  to  the  relief  of  the  said  Garret,  as  soon 
as  may  be ;  he  the  said  Holden  to  be  accountable  for  the 
same.  November  5,  1782. 

Chapter  128. 

CAa79.128  RESOLVE  ON  THE   PETITION  OF   ZACHEUS  FISH,   IMPOWERING 
^  '  HIM   TO  MAKE    SALE    OF   THE   LAND   MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Zacheus  Fish,  of  Pembroke,  in  the 
county  of  Plymouth,  guardian  to  Sarah  Hall,  a  minor, 
praying  he  may  be  impoicered  to  make  sale  of  about  eleven 
acres  of  said  minor^s  land  lying  in  Kingston,  in  said 
county,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  his  said  petition. 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition,  be  granted, 
and  that  the  said  Zacheus  Fish  be,  and  is  hereby  impow- 
ered,  to  make  sale  of  the  said  eleven  acres  of  land,  he 
observing  the  direction  of  the  law  for  the  sale  of  real 
estates  by  executors  and  administrators,  and  in  his  said 
capacity  to  make  and  execute  a  good  deed  or  deeds  to  the 
purchaser  or  purchasers  thereof.  November  6,  17S2. 

Chapter  129. 

Chan  129  Resolve  directing  caleb  davis,  esq;  to  pay  isaac  phil- 

J-  LIPS,    THREE   HUNDRED  EIGHTY-FIVE  POUNDS  V/VE   SHIE- 

LINGS,   OUT   OF     THE      MONIES      HE      SHALL     RECEIVE      IN 
PAYMENT   OF  DEBTS  DUE   TO   THE   LATE   BOARD  OF   WAR. 

On  the  petition  q/"  Isaac  Phillips, 

Resolved,  That  Caleb  Davis,  Esq  ;  be,  and  he  hereby  is 
directed,  to  pay  to  the  said  Isaac  Phillips,  out  of  such 
monies  as  he  shall  receive  in  payment  of  debts  due  to  the 
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late  Board  of  War,  the  sum  of  tJiree  hundred  and  eighty- 
Jive  pounds  nine  shillings,  in  full  of  the  balance  of  his 
account  against  the  said  Board  of  War. 

Xovemher  6,  1 782. 


Chapter  130. 

RESOLVE  REPEALING  A  RESOLVE  PASSED  APBIL  30,  1782,  AFFIX-  Ckap.lSO 
IXG   THE   TIMES    FOR    HOLDING   COURTS    OF    THE    JUDGE    OF  ^  ' 

PROBATE  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  WORCESTER,  AND  DIRECT- 
ING HIM  ANNUALLY  TO  HOLD  HIS  COURT  ON  THE  FIRST 
TUESDAY  OF  EVERY  MONTH  IN  THE  TOWN  OF  WORCESTER, 
AT  LANCASTER  THIRD  TUESDAY  OF  MAY  AND  XOVEMBER, 
AT  BROOKFIELD  FOURTH  TUESDAY  OF  APRIL  AND  OCTO- 
BER, AT  TEMPLETOy  THIRD  TUESDAY  OF  APRIL  AND  OCTO- 
BER,  AND   AT    UXBRIDGE    FOURTH  TUESDAY    OF    MAT   AND 

XOVEMBER. 

» 

Whereas  the  holding  the  Probate  Courts  in  the  county 
of  Worcester  at  the  times  and  places  mentioned  in  the 
resolve  of  the  General  Court  of  the  thirtieth  of  April  last, 
will  be  exceeding  inconvenient  and  expensive  to  the  Judge 
and  Register  of  said  court,  and  by  holding  said  courts 
tivice  a  year  in  each  of  those  towns  (  Worcester  excepted) 
the  inhabitants  may  be  as  well  accommodated. 

Resolved,  That  the  aforesaid  resolution  of  the  thirtieth 
of  April  last,  be,  and  hereby  is  repealed  and  made  void 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  and  that  the  Judge  of  Probate 
of  Witls,  &c.  for  said  county,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed, 
annually  to  hold  his  court  at  the  town  of  Worcester,  in 
said  count}',  on  the  tirst  Tuesday  of  every  month. 

At  Lancaster  on  the  third  Tuesday  oi  May  and  Novem- 
ber. 

At  Brookfield,  on  the  fourth  Tuesday  of  April  and 
October. 

At  Templeton,  on  the  third  Tuesday  o^  April  and  Octo- 
ber. 

At  Uxbridge,  the  fourth  Tuesday  of  Jlay  and  Novem- 
ber. 

And  at  such  convenient  places  in  said  towns  as  the  said 
judge  for  the  time  being  shall  appoint.  And  the  said 
Judge  is  hereby  directed  to  make  such  appointment  as 
soon  as  may  ))e,  and  shall  hold  his  said  courts  in  manner 
as  is  herein  before  appointed.  November  6,  1782. 
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Chapter  131. 

Chap.131  RESOLVE  EMPOWERING  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  THE  GRAFTON 
INDIANS  TO  MAKE  SALE  OF  THE  LAND  MENTIONED,  AND 
EMPOWERING /OS£PiI^.4ilO.V  TO  EXECUTE  A  LAWFUL  DEED 
OF  SAID  LAND,  AND  DIRECTING  SAID  TRUSTEES  HOW  TO 
APPLY   THE    MONEY. 

On  the  jjefition  of  Joseph  Aaron,  one  of  the  Grafton 
Indians  in  the  count]/  of  Worcestev,  2Jrai/ in g  for  liberty  to 
make  sale  of  a  certain  piece  of  land,  for  reasons  set  forth 
in  his  petition. 

Resolved,  That  the  Trustees  of  the  Grafton  Indians  be, 
and  they  hereby  are  impowered,  to  make  sale  of  about  nine 
acres  of  the  said  Joseph's  land  iying  in  said  Grafton,  and 
cut  off  from  his  other  land  by  a  county  road,  to  be  sold 
either  at  public  auction  or  private  sale,  as  said  Trustees 
may  judge  best,  and  that,  the  said  Joseph  Aaron  be,  and 
he  hereby  is  impowered,  to  make  and  execute  a  lawful 
deed  or  deeds  of  the  same  land  to  the  purchaser  or  pur- 
chasers thereof.  And  the  said  Trustees  are  hereby  directed 
to  apply  the  money  coming  by  the  said  sale  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  said  Joseph,  and  in  building  him  a  house  and 
paying  his  just  debts,  said  Trustees  to  be  accountable  to 
the  General  Court.  November  6,  1782. 


Chapter  133. 

ChaV  132  RESOLVE  ON  the  PETITION  OF   THE  SELECTMEN  OF  THE*I'OWN 
-^  *  OF   WASHINGTON. 

On  the  petition  of  the  selectrnen  of  the  town  of  Washing- 
ton, j^mym^' ^o  be  discharged  from  the  tax  of  one  man  to 
serve  in  the  Continental  Army. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  that  some  time  in  the 
month  o/"  April  last,  John  Morse,  an  inhabitant  of  the  town 
of  Washington,  did  inlist  in  behalf  of  the  said  town  to 
serve  as  a  soldier  in  the  Continental  Army  for  the  term  of 
three  years,  and  received  a  large  bounty  of  the  said  toion, 
and  ivas  mustered  by  the  muster  master  at  Springfield,  but 
has  not  marched  to  join  the  army. 

Resolved,  That  one  of  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of 
Washington  present  the  said  John  Morse  to  Capt.  Bannis- 
ter, Muster  Master  at  Springfield,  in  order  that  he  may  be 
sent  on  to  camp  without  delay,  and  the  said  muster  mas- 
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ter  is  hereby  directed  to  receive  the  said  Morse,  and  send 
him  forward  to  the  Inspector  General  of  the  army.  And 
that  the  town  of  Washington  l)e  discharged  from  the  said 
tax  of  one  man,  and  execution  therefor  be  stayed,  any 
resolve  of  the  General  Court  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing. November  6,  1782. 

Chapter  133. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE  SELECTMEN  OF  THE  TOWN   (JJinq^  IQ^ 
OF  BOSTON,  MAKING  PROVISION  FOR  THE  OFFICERS  OF  THE  ^^l^'^OO 

FRENCH  ARMY,  GRANTING  FIVE  HUNDRED  POUNDS. 

On  the  petition  of  the  /Selectmen  of  the  toivn  of  Boston, 
praying  that  means  may  be  devised  to  enable  them  to  pro- 
vide quarters  for  General  Officers  and  Staff  of  the  French 
army,  agreeable  to  the  orders  of  the  General  Court. 

Resolved,  That  the  Selectmen  of  the  town  of  Boston  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  directed,  to  lay  their  accounts  of 
expences  for  providing  quarters  for  the  officers  of  the 
French  army  aforesaid,  before  the  Governor  and  Council, 
who  are  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  examine  and 
allow  the  same,  if  they  shall  appear  reasonable.  And  his 
Excellency  the  Governor  with  advice  of  Council,  is  hereby 
also  requested,  to  issue  his  warrant  on  the  Treasurer  for  the 
payment  of  such  accounts  which  may  be  allowed  as  afore- 
said, provided  nevertheless  the  sum  shall  not  exceed ^i/'e 
hundred  pounds,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  that  may  arise 
from  the  sale  of  prize  goods,  and  paid  into  the  Treasury  of 
this  Commonwealth,  to  be  charged  to  the  United  States. 

November  7,  1782. 


Chapter  134. 

RESOLVE  FOR  ADJOURNING  THE  COURT  OF  GENERAL  SESSIONS 
OF  THE  PEACE,  AND  THE  COURT  OF  COMMON  PLEAS,  TO  BE 
HOLDEN  AT  CAMBRIDGE,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  MIDDLESEX, 
TO  THE    FOURTH  TUESDAY   OF   DECEMBER   NEXT. 

WJiereas  it  tcill  be  inconvenient  to  have  the  Court  of 
General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  and  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  held  at  Cambridge,  in  and  for  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlesex, on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  November,  current. 
Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Court  of  General  Sessions  of 
the  Peace,  and  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  by  law  to  be  held 


Chap).l^4c 
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at  Cambridge,  in  and  for  the  county  of  Middlesex,  on  the 
fourth  Tuesday  of  JSFovemher ,  current,  he  adjourned,  and 
shall  he  holden  at  Cambridge  aforesaid,  on  the  fourth 
Tuesday  of  December  next.  And  that  all  writs,  processes, 
and  recognizances,  returnahle  to,  and  all  appeals  made  to 
the  said  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  and  Court 
of  Common  Pleas,  appointed  hy  law  to  he  holden  at  Cam- 
bridge, and  all  matters,  causes  and  things  that  have  day, 
or  that  might  have  heen  had,  moved  or  done  at,  in,  or  by 
the  said  Courts,  at  the  times  so  appointed  for  holding  the 
same,  shall  be  returnable  to  and  may  be  entered,  pros- 
ecuted, had,  moved  and  done  at,  in,  and  by  the  said  Courts 
at  the  time  herein  appointed  for  holding  the  same.  And 
the  Secretary  is  hereby  directed  to  publish  this  resolve  in 
Willis's  news  paper.  November  8,  1782. 


Chap 


Chap 


Chapter  135. 

.135  RESOLVE  CALLING  UPON  THE  SELECTMEN  OF  THE  SEVERAL 
TOWNS  THROUGH  WHICH  THE  FRENCH  ARMY  MAY  PASS, 
TO  AFFORD  COL.  HATCH  EVERY  ASSISTANCE  IN  PROVID- 
ING  FOR  THEIR  CONVENIENCE  AND    COMFORT. 

Ujjon  the  request  of  Jabez  Hatch,  Esq;  Deputy  Q.  M. 
G.  that  this  Court  loould  call  on  the  selectmen  of  the  several 
towns  in  this  Commonwealth  (through  wJtich  the  army  of 
His  Most  Christian  Majesty  may  pass  in  their  rnarch  to 
Boston^  to  give  him,  the  said  Hatch,  every  assistance  in 
jjrovidi^ig  for  the  necessary  comfort  and  convenience  of  said 
army,  during  said  march: 

Resolved,  That  the  selectmen  of  the  several  towns  in 
this  Commonwealth,  through  which  the  army  of  His  Most 
Christian  jNIajesty  may  pass,  in  their  march  to  Boston,  be 
called  upon  to  manifest  that  good  disposition  towards  our 
allies,  by  rendering  every  assistance  to  Col.  Hatch,  in  pro- 
viding for  the  convenience  and  comfort  which  the  neces- 
sities of  said  army  may  require.  November  8,  1782. 

Chapter  136. 

235  RESOLVE  GRANTING  A  TAX  OF  TWO  THOUSAND  POUNDS  FOR 
DEFRAYING  THE  CHARGES  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  SUFFOLK, 
TO    BE   ASSESSED    ON   THE   INHABITANTS    OF   SAID    COUNTY. 

Whereas  it  appears  from  an  estimate  of  the  Justices  of 
the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the  county 
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of  Surtblk,  iJiat  the  sum  of  two  thousand  pounds  ivUl  he 
necessar//  for  defmying  the  charges  of  said  county,  for  one 
year  next  ensuing  : 

Therefore  Resolved,  Tliat  there  be,  and  herel)y  is  p:ranted 
a  tax  of  tu'o  thousand  pounds,  to  l)e  ap})ortioned  and 
assessed  on  the  inhabitants  of  said  county,  and  estates 
lying  within  the  same  ;  and  collected,  paid  and  applied  for 
the  use  of  said  county,  according  to  the  laws  of  this  Com- 
monwealth. November  8,  1782. 


Chapter  137. 

RESOLVE   ALLOW^ING  THE   ACCOUNTS  OF  THE   COUNTY   TREAS- 
URER OF  THE  COUNTY  OF   SUFFOLK. 

^VJlereas  it  appears,  iqjon  examination  of  the  accounts 
of  the  treasurer  of  the  county  o/' Suffolk,  that  all  the  monies 
granted  and  allowed  Ijy  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of 
the  Peace  for  said  county ,  for  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-one,  were  for  such  purposes  and  appro- 
priations as  the  law  impowered  said  Court  to  grant: 

Therefore  liesolvcd,  That  said  accounts  be  allowed. 

November  8,  1782. 

Chapter  138. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE   PETITION  OF    WILLIAM  BURGESS. 

On  the  petition  o/"  William  Burgess. 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  as  that  the  said  Williani  Burgess  have  permis- 
sion to  continue  in  this  Commonwealth  until  his  case  be 
submitted  to  Congress,  and  their  determination  be  had 
thereon,  whether  a  person  of  his  character  and  views  comes 
within  the  resolve  of  Congress,  respecting  the  sulyects  of 
the  King  of  Great  Britain  ;  provided  that  the  said  Burgess 
enter  into  bonds  with  the  Treasurer,  and  for  the  use  of 
this  Commonwealth,  in  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  j^ounds, 
conditioned  that  he  shall  not,  in  any  way  or  manner,  say, 
do,  or  act,  anything  to  the  i)rejudice  of  this  Common- 
wealth, or  of  any  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  after  the  said  Bi(rge.ss  shall  have  entered 
into  such  bond,  he  have,  and  hereby  has,  liberty  to  go  to 
Philadelphia,  for  the  purpose  of  apjjlying  to  Congress. 

November  8,  1782. 
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Chapter  139. 

ChaV  139  RESOLVE  on  the  letters  and  papers  of  the  HON.  ELBRIDGE 
^'  GERRY,   ESQ;  APPROVING    HIS    RIGHT    OF    PRIVILEGE    AS    A 

MEMBER  OF  CONGRESS,  AND  DIRECTING  THE  DELEGATES 
IN  CONGRESS  FROM  THIS  COMMONWEALTH.  TO  ENQUIRE 
INTO  THE  COMPLAINT,  AND  TO  MAKE  STRICT  ENQUIRY  AS 
TO  THE  RATES  AT  WHICH  THE  SUPPLIES  FOR  THE  ARMY 
HAVE  BEEN    ESTABLISHED. 

JVJiereas  it  has  been  represented  to  this  Court,  in  several 
letters  from  Elbridge  Gerry,  Esq;  and  the  pampers  accom- 
panying the  same,  that  by  a  determination  of  the  honorable 
Congress,  he  was  denied  a  privilege  to  ivhich  lie  was  enti- 
tled, as  a  member  of  that  honorable  body,  according  to  their 
own  rules  and  orders:  And  whereas  a  complaint  of  so 
grievous  a  nature,  when  founded  on  such  evidence  of  the 
facts  as  is  contained  in  the  letters  and  papers  referred  to, 
demands  the  serious  attention  of  his  constituents,  and  calls 
for  enquiry  to  be  made  touching  the  subject  matter  of  his 
complaint  : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  this  Court  approve  of  the 
high  sense  which  Mr.  Gerry  entertained,  of  his  right  of 
privilege  as  a  member  of  Congress  ;  and  that  the  delegates 
in  Congress  from  this  Commonwealth,  be,  and  they  hereby 
are  directed,  to  make  necessary  enquiries  relative  to  the 
breach  of  privilege  complained  of,  and  such  representa- 
tions to  Congress  in  reference  thereto,  as  the  importance 
of  the  subject  requires. 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  to  Congress  from  this 
Commonwealth,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  directed,  to 
make  strict  enquiry  as  to  the  rates  at  which  supplies  for 
the  army  have  been  set  and  established,  and  the  rules 
hitherto  adopted  by  Congress  for  determining  the  propor- 
tion of  men  and  supplies  required  of  the  several  States ; 
and  if  upon  examination  it  shall  appear  that  they  have 
,  operated  unequally,  as  has  lieen  apprehended,  and  to  the 
injury  of  this  State  in  particular,  that  they,  in  the  name 
and  behalf  of  this  Commonwealth,  move  in  Congress, 
that  such  inequality  be  adjusted,  and  proper  allowances 
made  therefor ;  and  that  such  measures  may  be  adopted 
as  eflectually  to  prevent  any  such  inequality  in  future. 

October  18,  1782. 
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Chapter  140. 

RESOLVE  REQUESTING  THE  GOVERNOR  TO  ISSUE  A  BRIEF  Chap.140 
TPIROUGH  THE  SEVERAL  TOWNS,  &c.  WITHIN  THIS  COM- 
MONWEALTH,  RECOMMENDING  THE  LOSSES  AND  DISTRESSES 
OF  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  CHARLESTOWN;  THE  MONEY  TO 
BE  APPLIED  FOR  THE  BUILDING  A  HOUSE  OF  PUBLIC  WOR- 
SHIP. 

M^tereas  the  iiiliahitants  of  the  town  of  Charlestown, 
have  petitioned ,  by  ^//e/r  prrraVi  committee,  for  a  free  and 
voluntary  contribution  through  this  Commonwealth,  to  be 
applied  for  the  building  a  house  for  the  public  ivorship  of 
God  in  the  said  toum: 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be,  and  is  hereby  requested, 
to  issue  a  brief  through  the  several  towns  and  districts 
within  this  Commonwealth,  recommending  the  losses  and 
distresses  of  the  inhabitants  of  Charlestown,  to  the  serious 
and  charitable  consideration  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
Connnon wealth,  and  requesting  their  charitable  donations 
in  favour  of  this  sufleriug  and  distressed  people,  in  order 
to  enable  them  to  build  a  house  for  public  worship. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  money  raised  by 
the  above  contributions,  be  remitted  to  JSrathaniel  Gorham, 
Es(] ;  David  Wood,  Esq  ;  Mess'rs.  Nathaniel  Rand,  Isaac 
Mallet,  and  Joseph  Cordis,  the  present  parish  committee, 
or  either  of  them,  to  be  by  them  paid  to  the  Treasurer  of 
said  parish,  and  applied  to  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

November  8,  1782. 

Chapter  141. 

RESOLVE  DIRECTING  CERTAIN   TOWNS   TO   MAKE   RETURNS   OF  (jTiaj)'^^ 
THE  THREE  AND  FIVE   MONTHS  MEN,  BY  THE  RESOLVES  OF  ^' 

JUNE  15,  AND  JUNE  30,  1781,  INTO  THE   SECRETARY'S  OFFICE, 
BEFORE  THE  NEXT  SETTING  OF  THE  GENERAL  COURT. 

^V^lereas  this  Court  is  determined,  early  in  the  next 
session,  to  take  up  the  matter  of  fines  and  bounties,  respect- 
ing th€  soldiers  that  have  been  sent  into  the  public  sei^ice 
by  the  several  toivns  v'ithin  this  Commoniuealth :  And 
u'hereas  sundry  toivns  have  made  no  returns  of  the  five 
and  three  months  men  sent  into  the  army  pursuant  to  the 
resolves  of  the  General  Court,  of  June  16,  and  June  30, 
1781  :    Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  such  of  the  tow-ns  in  the  following  list, 
as  have  sent  an}"  men  into  the  service,  agreeable  to  the 
above  recited  resolves,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  directed. 
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to  make  returns  of  all  such  men  into  the  Secretary's  office, 
before  the  next  setting  of  the  General  Court.  And  the 
Secretary  is  hereby  directed  to  publish  this  resolve  in 
Willis's  Independent  Chronicle,  three  weeks  successively. 
N.  B.  Such  towns  as  have  No.  3  annexed  to  them,  are 
deficient  in  returns  of  three  months  men,  and  those  that 
have  No.  5,  of  five  months  men. 


Milton  . 

5 

Plyinouth 

3  &  5 

Braintree 

5 

Duxbury 

3 

Wrenthani    . 

5 

Bridgeioater 

5 

Hull      . 

3  &  6 

Plympion 

5 

Foxboro' 

5 

Pembroke 

5 

Salem  . 

3  &  5 

Harwich 

3 

Danvers 

5 

Falmouth 

5  &  3 

Neivbury 

5 

Truro    . 

5  &  3 

Marblehead  . 

3  &  5 

Taunton 

5 

Lynn     . 

3  &  5 

Raynham 

5 

Beverly 

3  &  5 

Easton . 

5  &  3 

Rowley . 

5 

Lancaster 

5 

Olocester 

3  &  5 

Spencer 

5 

Tojjsjield 

3  «&  5 

New  Braintree 

5 

Manchester   . 

3  &  5 

Fitchburg     . 

5  &  3 

MidcUeton 

3  &  5 

Royalston 

5 

Charlestown, 

3  «&  5 

Westminster . 

5 

Woburn 

5 

Ashuelet  Equivalent 

3 

Netvtoivn 

5 

Plantation  No.  7  . 

3 

Marlborough 

5 

York     . 

3 

Fraruingham 

5 

Eittery . 

3 

Sherburne     . 

5 

Wells     . 

3 

Maiden 

5 

Berwick 

3 

Medford 

5 

Arundel 

3 

Eopkinton     . 

5 

Pejiperellborough 

3 

Pelham 

3 

Lebanon 

3 

Oreenwich    , 

3 

Brownfield    . 

3 

Palmer 

3 

Biddejord 

3 

Southwick    ....        3 

November  S 

,  1782. 

Chapter  142. 

Char).14:2  resolve   directing  the  commissary  general  to  have 

THE  POWDER  IN  THE  MAGAZINE  AT  SALEM  INSPECTED, 
AND  TO  SEND  SUCH  PART  THEREOF  AS  MAY  BE  FOUND 
UNFIT  FOR  SERVICE,  TO  THE  POWDER  MILLS  AT  ANDOVER. 

It  being  represented  to  this  Court,  that  there  is  noio  in 
the  magazine  at  Salem,  a  quantity  of  unmerchantable  poio- 
der,  the  property  of  this  Commonwealth : 

Resolved,  That  Richard  Devens,  Esq ;  Commissary 
General,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed,  to  have  said 
powder  inspected  ;  and  such  part  thereof  as  may  be  found 
unfit  for  service,  to  send  to  the  powder  mills  at  Andover, 
to  be  remanufactured.  Novemher  9,  1782. 
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Chapter  143. 

RESOLVE   ON  THE  PETITION  OF  MERIT  ABLE  GREENOUGH,  EM-  QJiaj)  143 
POWERING    HER    TO    MAKE    SALE    OF    THE    ESTATE    MEN-  ^  ' 

TIONED. 

Oil  the  petition  o/^'Mehitable  Greenoujih,  ividoiv  o/"  John 
Greenougli,  o/' Boston,  E.'^q;  deceased,  praying  for  licence 
to  sell  part  of  the  real  estate  of  said  deceased,  viz. — one 
direlling  house  in  Sudbury  Street,  Boston,  with  the  appur- 
tenances to  it  belonging ^  and  also  said  deceased's  right  in 
tiro  small  pieces,  of  unimproved  lands,  the  one  lying  in 
Welltieet,  the  other  in  Fitzburg,yo/'  tlte  reasons  in  said 
2)etition  mentioned. 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  said  petition  ])e  granted, 
and  that  the  petitioner  be  and  hereby  is  empowered,  to 
make  sale  of  the  abovesaid  real  estate,  for  the  most  the 
same  will  fetch,  and  make  and  execute  a  oood  and  lawful 
deed  or  deeds  thereof  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers 
thereof,  he  observino;  the  rules  of  the  law  for  the  sale 
of  real  estates  by"  executors  and  administrators,  first 
giving  bond,  with  sufficient  sureties,  to  the  Judge  of 
Probate  for  the  county  of  Suffolk,  that  the  proceeds  of 
said  sale  shall  be  put  to  interest,  one  third  for  the  use 
of  the  said  widow,  during  her  life,  and  the  other  two 
thirds,  after  paying  debts  and  charges,  for  the  use  of  the 
heirs  at  law,  as  they  respectively  arrive  at  lawful  age  ; 
and  after  the  said  widow's  decease,  the  whole  to  be 
divided  and  paid  to  said  heirs,  in  legal  proportion,  if 
they  have  arrived  at  lawful  age.  Provided  nevertheless, 
if  it  shiiil  appear  hereafter  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for 
the  county  of  Suffolk,  that  the  interest  of  said  sales  is  not 
sufficient  for  the  support  and  education  of  the  aforesaid 
heirs,  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  said  Judg  eto  make  such 
further  allowance  as  shall  appear  to  him  necessary  for 
that  purpose,  out  of  the  principal.      November  12,  1782. 

Chapter  144. 

RESOLVE    DIRECTING   THE   PRESENT  TREASURER   TO   DEMAND  nhaT)  144 
OF    THE    ADMINISTRATOR    ON    THE     ESTATE    OF    THE     LATE  ^  ' 

TREASURER  GARDNER,  THE  SUM  OF  THREE  THOUSAND 
SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  FIFTY  POUNDS,  FOURTEEN  SHIL- 
LINGS AND  TEN  PENCE,  FOUND  IN  THE  TREASURY,  AND 
TO  INDEMNIFY  SAID  ADMINISTRATOR  FOR  PAYING  SAID 
SUM. 

Whereas  it  appears,  that  at  the  death  of  the  late  Treas- 
urer, Henry  Gardner,   Esq;   the  sum  of  three  thousand 


344  1782.  —  September  Session. 

seven  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  fourteen  shillings  and 
ten  pence,  uris  found  in  the  treasury  of  this  Common- 
wealth, which  sum  is  now  in  the  hands  q/"  Joseph  Gardner, 
Esq;  administrator  of  the  estate  of  the  aforesaid  Treasurer: 
And  whereas  the  exigencies  of  government  require,  that 
the  aforesaid  sum  be  immediately  draum  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  said  adininistrator ,  to  be  disposed  of  according  to 
the  directions  of  this  Court: 

Resolved,  That  the  present  Treasurer,  Thomas  Ivers, 
Esq  ;  be,  and  he  hereby  is  directed,  in  behalf  of  this 
Commonwealth,  to  demand  the  aforesaid  sura  of  the  said 
administrator,  and  receive  the  same  into  the  treasury,  for 
the  use  of  government,  and  to  make  and  sign  his  receipt 
for  the  same  in  his  capacity  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved,  That  this  Commonwealth 
will,  in  all  respects,  indemnify  the  said  administrator  for 
paying  said  sum  in  manner  aforesaid  ;  and  if  (contrary  to 
the  expectation  of  the  Court)  on  the  final  settlement  of 
the  accounts  between  this  Commonwealth  and  the  estate 
of  the  said  late  Treasurer,  it  shall  appear  that  the  afore- 
said sum  was  the  property  of  the  said  Treasurer  first 
mentioned,  the  same  shall  be  refunded  to  the  said  admin- 
istrator, with  interest.  November  9,  1782. 


Chapter  145. 

C7iap,\4:5  RESOLVE    ON   THE    rETITION   OF   LIEUT.    COL.    JOHN   POPKINS, 
DIKECTING  PAYMENT  OF  HIS  SECOND  DEPRECIATION  NOTE. 

0?!  the  petition  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  Popkins. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth,  the  second  depreciation  note  (so  called) 
due  to,  and  being  the  property  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  Pop- 
kins; said  note  having  the  promise  of  payment  in  March 
last,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  his  petition,  any  law  or 
resolve  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

November  9,  1782. 


Chapter  146. 

Chap.l^Q  RESOLVE    RESPECTING    THE    EXPEDIENCY    OF    THE    GENERAL 
^'  COURT'S    ASSEMBLING    ON    THE    LAST  WEDNESDAY  OF  JAN- 

UARY NEXT. 

The  committee  of  both  Houses,  a])pointed  to  consider 
the  time  when  it  will  be  expedient  for  the  General  Court 
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to  assem1)le,  next  after  the  expiration  of  the  present  ses- 
sion, have  attended  that  service,  and  report  as  their 
opinion,  that  it  will  be  expedient  for  the  General  Court 
to  assemble  on  the  last  Wednesday  o^  January  next. 

November  11,  1782. 

Chapter  147. 

RESOLVE  EMPOWERING  THE  JUSTICES  OF  THE  COURT  OF  COM-  (Jha7).\4n 
.  MON  PLEAS,  FOR  THE  COUNTY  OF  LINCOLX,  TO  PROCEED  TO  ^' 

THE  HEARING  OF  CERTAIN  COMPLAINTS,  UPON  FORFEITED 
ESTATES  IN  SAID  COUNTY,  AS  THOUGH  THEY  HAD  NOT 
BEEN  DEFAULTED. 

Whereas,  in  pursuance  of  the  law  of  this  Commonwealth, 
intitled,  '■^  An  act  for  confiscating  the  estates  of  certain  jyer- 
sons  commonli/  called  absentees,"  complaints  were  exhibited 
to  the  Justices  of  the  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for 
the  county  q/" Lincoln,  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  September, 
A.  D.  1781,  against  Sylvester  Gardner,  Charles  Callahan, 
John  Lee,  William  Vassal,  David  Phips,  and  Charles 
Ward  Apthorp,  alledging  that  the  lands  lately  owned  by 
them  respectively ,  lying  within  the  same  county,  luere  for- 
feited and  escheated:  -which  complaints  were  duly  continued 
to  the  then  next  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  to  he 
holden  for  said  county,  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  June,  1782, 
and  notifications  of  the  same  were  duly  published  according 
to  law;  at  ivhich  last  mentioned  term  the  same  complaints 
ought  to  have  been  continued  to  the  last  Tuesday  of  Sep- 
tember then  next,  but  by  mistake  judgment  was  then  ren- 
dered against  them  by  default,  whereby  some  joersons  may 
be  deprived  of  an  opportunity  of  claiming  the  same: 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Justices  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  for  the  county  of  Lincoln  be,  and  they 
hereby  are  empowered  and  directed,  to  proceed  in  the 
hearing  and  tryal  of  said  complaints  ;  and  to  enter  a  con- 
tinuance of  said  complaints  the  entry  of  a  default  against 
them  n'otwithstandino- ;  and  at  the  term,  being  the  first 
Tuesday  of  June,  A.  D.  1783,  the  same  complaints  be 
brought  forward  as  continued  ;  and  that  any  claim  to  the 
same  be  received  as  though  the  same  complaints  had  not 
been  defaulted  ;  and  that  the  same  proceedings  shall  be 
had  on  the  same  complaints  as  though  the  same  had  been 
regularly  continued  to  the  said  last  Tuesday  of  Septem- 
ber, 1782,  and  from  thence  to  the  1st  Tuesday"  of  June, 
1783  :    and  th;it  notice  of  this  continuance  be  published 
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as  soon  as  may  be,  in  the  public  news  papers,  and  for  the 
same  length  of  time  as  the  first  notice  of  the  libels  against 
such  estates  is  l)y  law  to  be  published. 

November  11,1782. 


Chap 


Chapter  148. 

.148  RESOLVE    GRANTING    THIRTY-SIX    POUNDS    EIGHTEEN    SHIL- 
LINGS, TO    WILLIAM  BAKER,  JUN. 

On  the  petition  of  William  Baker,  jun.  praying  for 
allowance  for  services  done,  as  Clerh  in  the  Secretary's 
office,  in  the  recess  of  the  General  Court: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted  ; 
and  that  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, to  the  said  William  Baker,  jun.  the  sum  of 
thirty-six  pounds  eighteen  shillings,  exclusive  of  nine 
pounds  six  shillings,  which  said  Baker  has  already 
received  ;  all  which  is  in  full  for  his  service  aforesaid  to 
the  last  of  May,  1782.  November  11,  1782. 

Chapter  149. 

(7^a».149  ^   GRANT   OF   TWO  HUNDRED   AND  EIGHTY-FIVE  POUNDS   TO 
^'  THOMAS  IVERS,  ESQ;  FOR  HIS    SERVICES  IN  CONSOLIDATING 

GOVERNMENT  SECURITIES,   AND    AS    AN    ASSISTANT  TREAS- 
URER. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  Thomas  Ivers,  Esq  ; 
the  sum  of  tivo  hundred  and  eighty  five  pounds,  in  full 
for  his  service  from  September  20,  1781,  to  October  10, 
1782,  in  consolidating  Government  securities  ;  and  also 
for  his  service  as  Assistant  Treasurer,  and  all  extra 
service  to  the  said  tenth  day  of  October,  1782. 

November  11,  1782. 

Chapter  150. 

ChaV.150  ^  GRANT   OF  £.300  TO  JOHN  AVERY,  JUN.  ESQ;  FOR  HIS  SER- 
■^'  VICES  AS  SECRETARY  TO  JUNE,  1782. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
Treasury  of  this  Commonwealth  to  John  Avery,  jun. 
Esq ;  the  sum  of  Three  hundred  pounds  in  full  of  his 
services  as  Secretary  for  one  year  from  June  1st,  1781, 
to  June  1  st ,  1782.  November  11,1782. 
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Chapter  151. 

A    GRANT    OF  £.300   TO   lilCIIARD   DEVENS,   ESQ;    AS  COMMIS-  (JJiq/Y)  151 
SARY  GENERAL  TO  JUNE,  1782.  ^  ' 

Resolved^  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
trea.suiy  of  this  Commomvealth  to  Richard  Devens,  Esq  ; 
Commissary  General,  the  sum  of  Three  hundred  pounds 
in  full  for  his  services  for  one  year,  from  June  1st,  1781, 
to  June  1st,  1782.  November  11,  1782. 

Chapter  153. 

RESOLVE  ALLOWING  EXTRA  PAY  TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  Char).152 
SENATE  AND  SPEAKER  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTA-     ^  * 
TIVES,  AND  FOR  GRANTING  £.40  TO  EACH  OF  THE  CLERKS 
OF  THE  GENERAL  COURT. 

Resolved,  There  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth  to  the  Honorable  Samuel  Adams,  Esq  ; 
President  of  the  Honorable  Senate  the  sum  of  Five  shil- 
lings and  eight  pence  per  day,  over  and  above  the  pay  of 
the  members,  and  to  the  Honorable  Nathaniel  Gorham, 
Esq  ;  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  the  sum 
of  Five  shillings  and  eight  pence  per  day,  over  and  above 
the  pay  of  the  members  for  every  day's  attendance  during 
the  present  session. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved,  That  the  sum  oi  forty 
pounds  be  paid  to  Mr.  William  Baker,  jun.  Clerk  of 
the  Honorable  Senate,  and  Forty  pounds  to  Mr.  George 
Richards  Minot,  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
they  to  be  accountable.  November  11,  1782. 


Chapter  153. 

RESOLyE  GRANTING  £.150  TO  EACH  OF  THE  DELEGATES  WHO 
MAY  PROCEED  TO  CONGRESS  DURING  THE  RECESS  OF  THE 
GENERAL  COURT. 

Whereas  a  resolve  passed  the  present  session  of  this 
Court  directing  the  treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  to 
pay  each  of  the  delegates  lolio  may  he  going  to  Congress, 
One  hundred  and  tifty  pounds. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Treasurer  be,  and  he  hereby  is 
further  directed  to  pay  the  said  sum  of  One  hundred  and 
ffty  jjounds  to  each  of  the  delegates  who  may  proceed 
to  Congress  during  the  recess  of  the  Court,  out  of  any 
monies  which  may  be  in  the  treasury,  any  act  or  resolve 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  November  11,  1782. 


Chap.l5S 
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Chapter  154. 


Chap 


.154 


Cha2).155 


RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  PAY  TO  THE  MEM- 
BERS OF  THE  COUNCIL  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  GENERAL 
COURT  TWO  THIRDS  OF  THE  SUM  THAT  SHALL  APPEAR 
DUE  TO  THEM  UPON  THE  PAY  ROLLS  OF  THE  PRESENT 
SESSION,  AND  ALSO  THE  LIKE  PAYMENT  TO  THE  COMMITTEE 
ON  ACCOUNTS. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth 
be,  and  hereby  is  directed  to  pay  to  the  members  of  the 
Council  and  the  members  of  the  General  Court,  Tico 
thirds  of  the  sum  that  shall  appear  due  to  them  upon 
the  pay  rolls  the  present  session  from  out  of  the  money 
that  is  now  in  the  treasury,  excepting  the  monies  arising 
by  the  continental  tax  and  the  excise,  and  also  the  like 
payment  to  the  committee  on  accounts. 

November  11,  1782. 

Chapter  155. 

RESOLVE   ON  THE   PETITION   OF  LIEUT.  AAROJV  HOLDEN. 

On  the  petition  of  Lieut.  Aaron  Holden,  praying  that 
in  consideration  of  his  service  as  an  officer  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts line  of  the  army,  and  of  the  losses  he  has  sustained, 
and  the  hardships  he  has  suffered  in  a  long  and  painful 
captivity  in  Canada,  he  may  receive  out  .of  the  p)uhlic 
treasury  the  amount  of  a  Forty  eight  pounds  nine  shillings 
and  nine  pence  note,  issued  to  him  for  wages,  to  enable 
him  to  discharge  a  debt  which  he  contracted  for  necessaries 
while  in  captivity. 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  the  treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be,  and  he  hereby 
is  directed  to  receive  of  the  said  Aaron  Holden,  a  Forty 
eight  pound  nine  shillings  and  nine  pence,  note,  issued  to 
him  for  wages,  for  his  service  in  the  army,  and  to  pay 
him  the  amount  of  the  said  note  out  of  the  public  Treas- 
ury. '  November  11,  1782. 

Chapter  156. 

C^a«.156  RESOLVE   ON   THE   MEMORIAL  OF  EBENEZER  WALES,  ESQ.  AND 
'  *  CAPT.   AMASA    DAVIS,   LATE    COMMITTEE    OF   SUPPLIES,   DIS- 

CHARGING THEM  FROM  CERTAIN  SUMS  OF  MONEY,  AND 
GRANTING  THEM  £.892  4  5  BEING  THE  BALLANCE  DUE  TO 
SAID  COMMITTEE. 

On  the  memorial  of  Ebenezer  Wales  and  Amasa  Davis, 
late  committee  of  supplies ,  pray ing  for  an  additional  allow- 
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ance  for  their  services  for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  said 
inemorial,  and  also  on  the  rejwrt  of  the  committee  for 
methodizing  the  piddic  accounts,  who  have  examined  the 
accounts  of  the  said  Wules  and  Davis. 

Resolved,  That  Ebenezer  Wales  and  Amasa  Davis,  late  a 
committee  of  supplies,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  dhscharged 
from  the  sum  of  Fortij-three  tJiousiand  three  hundred  and 
twelve  pounds  eight  shillings  and  five  pence,  continental 
currency,  which  sum  remained  to  be  accounted  for  in 
their  former  settlement  of  April  26,  1781.  And  for  the 
sum  of  Twenty-three  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine  i^ounds  three  shillings  and  tv;o  jpence,  new  emission, 
drawn  out  of  the  treasury  by  warrants  since  the  settle- 
ment aforesaid  :  also  from  the  sum  of  Sixteen  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight  pounds  tivelve  shillings 
and  six  pence,  specie,  drawn  out  of  the  treasury  as  afore- 
said, and  likewise  from  the  sum  of  Four  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  eighty -eight  pounds  twelve  shillings  and  eleven 
pence,  specie,  being  the  amount  of  the  certificates  they 
gave  to  sundry  persons  for  articles  of  clothing  they 
received  on  loan,  agreeable  to  the  orders  of  the  General 
Court,  the  treasurer  was  to  give  his  securities  in  behalf 
of  this  Commonwealth  :  also,  from  the  sum  of  Ten  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  seventeen  pounds  ten  shillings  and 
four  pence,  specie,  l)eing  the  amount  of  goods  they  received 
from  the  Honorable  Thomas  Gushing,  Esq  ;  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  foreign  atFairs  ;  also  from  the  sum  of  Eight 
hundred  and  ninety-two  pounds  fifteen  shillings  and  eleven 
pence,  specie,  the  amount  of  goods  they  received  from 
the  late  Board  of  War. 

They  having  accounted  for  the  expenditure  of  the  sev- 
eral sums  before  specified,  and  also  the  application  of  all 
the  artfcles  purchased  or  received  in  behalf  of  this  gov- 
ernment. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed,  and 
paid  out  of  the  public  treasury  to  Ebenezer  Wales  and 
Amasa  Davis,  the  sum  of  Seven  hiindred  and  ninety-two 
2)ounds  four  shillings  and  five  pence,  specie,  ballance  due 
to  them  per  certificate  from  the  committee  for  methodiz- 
ing accounts. 

Also,  a  further  sum  of  One  hundred  pounds ,  the  whole 
sum  amounting  to  Eight  hundred  and  ninety-tivo pounds 
four  shillings  and  five  2)ence,  which  is  in  full  for  the  bal- 
lance due  to  the  said  committee  on  the  settlement  of  their 
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accounts,  including  their  commissions,  and   for  interest 
they  have  paid,  which  was  not  charged  in  their  account. 

Further  Resolved,  They  pay  into  the  treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth  One  hundred  and  five  pounds  twelve  shil- 
lings of  the  new  emission  of  other  states,  money  they 
received  of  the  treasurer,  and  could  not  pass,  taking 
duplicate  receipts  for  the  same,  one  of  which  to  be  lodged 
in  the  Secretary's  office.  November  11,  1782. 


Chap 


Chap 


Chapter  157. 

.157  RESOLVE  FOR  ALLOWING  TEX  SHILLmOS  PER  DAY  TO  EACH 
OF  THE  COMMITTEE  EMPLOYED  IN  AUDITING  AND  EXAMIN- 
ING THE  ACCOUNTS  OF  THE  TREASURY. 

Resolved,  That  Ten  shillings  per  day,  be  allowed  and 
paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  Ben- 
jamin .Austin,  Richard  Granch,  and  Samuel  Barret^ 
Esqr's,  respectively,  for  every  day  they  have  been  or 
shall  be  employed  in  auditing  and  examining  the  accounts 
of  the  treasury ;  and  that  the  same  be  in  full  for  their 
services,  and  the  said  committee  are  hereby  directed  to 
lay  their  accounts  before  the  General  Court  for  examina- 
tion. November  12,  1782. 

Chapter  158. 

.158  RESOLVE  ON  A  LETTER  FROM  LORD  STERLING,  REQUESTING 
THE  GOVERNOR  TO  ISSUE  HIS  ORDERS  TO  THE  COMMANDING 
OFFICER  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  BERKSHIRE,  TO  DETACH  FROM 
HIS  BRIGADE  ONE  THOUSAND  MEN,  PROPERLY  OFFICERED; 
THE  COMMANDING  OFFICER  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  HAMPSHIRE, 
FIVE  HUNDRED  MEN,  AND  TO  HOLD  THEMSELVES  IN  READI- 
NESS TO  MARCH  ON  THE  SHORTEST  NOTICE  FROM  THE  CON- 
TINENTAL COMMANDING  OFFICER  AT  ALBANY. 

Whet^eas  his  Excellency  the  Governor  has  communicated 
to  the  General  Gourt  a  letter  from  Major  General  Lord 
Sterling,  and  other  papers  accompanying  the  same,  ivhich 
render  it  probable  that  the  enemy  have  designed  to  destroy 
Albany  and  make  incursions  into  that  territory  called  Ver- 
mont :    Therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  l)e,  and  hereby  is  requested 
to  issue  orders  that  the  commanding  officer  of  the  county 
of  Berkshire  detach  from  his  Brigade  One  thousand  men, 
with  suitable  officers  to  command  the  same,  also  that  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  county  of  Hampshire  detach 
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from  the  brigade  under  his  command,  five  hundred  men, 
with  proper  officers  to  connnand  the  same,  to  be  duly 
armed  and  accoutred,  and  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness 
to  march  with  three  days  provisions  on  the  shortest  notice 
from  the  continental  commanding  oflicer  at  Albany  to 
Saratoga,  or  such  other  place  as  he  shall  direct. 

And  that  the  Governor  l)e  also  requested  to  issue  orders 
that  the  whole  of  the  militia  in  the  aforesaid  counties  be 
armed  and  equipt  as  the  law  directs,  and  to  inform  Lord 
Sterling  of  the  measures  that  have  been  taken  in  conse- 
quence of  the  informtition  received  from  him. 

November  11,  1782. 

Chapter  159. 

RESOLVE,    DIRECTING    THE    COMMITTEE    APPOINTED    TO    OUR  Chap.159 
PUBLIC   DEFAULTERS,  TO    RECEIVE   OF  THE    HEIRS  OF  BICH--  ^  ' 

ARD   DERBY,  ESQ;    THE    BALLANCE    WHICH    APPEARS   TO   BE 
DUE  FROM  HIS  ESTATE  IN  GOVERNMENT  SECURITIES. 

Whereas  in  settling  public  accounts  tuitJi  Richard  Derby, 
jun.  Esq;  a  ballance  was  alloived  to  him  of  one  thousand 
three  hundred  and  eighty-eight  pounds,  tvhich  he  received 
in  government  securities.  And  Whereas,  it  was  afterwards 
found,  that  no  such  ballance  was  due  to  said  Derby. 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  the  said  Committee  appointed 
to  sue  public  defaulters,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  impow- 
ered  and  directed  to  receive  of  the  heirs  of  the  said  Rich- 
ard Derby,  }un.  Esq;  (since  deceased)  his  executors  or 
administrators,  the  ballance  which  now  appears  to  be  due 
from  his  estate  to  this  Commonwealth,  in  the  said  govern- 
ment securities.  November  12,  1782. 

Chapter  160. 

RESOLVE,  EMPOWERING  ELIAS  HASKELL  AND  REBECKAH  HAS-  (J/ifij)  ^60 
KELL,  TO  MAKE  SALE  OF  THE  REAL  ESTATE  MENTIONED.  ^  ' 

On  the  petition  q/Elias  Haskell  and  Rebeckah  Haskell, 
praying  for  licence  to  make  sale  of  certain  real  estate  in 
their  petition  mentioned  for  the  7'easons  therein  set  forth. 

Resolved,  that  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be 
granted,  and  that  the  petitioners  be,  and  hereby  are 
impowered  to  make  sale  of  the  real  estate  mentioned 
in  their  petition,  for  the  most  the  same  will  fetch,  and 
make  and  execute  a  good  and  lawful  deed,  or  deeds  of 
the  same  to  the  purchaser,  or  purchasers  of  said  estate. 
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They  the  said  Ellas  and  ReheckaJi,  observing  the  rules  of 
the  law  for  the  sale  of  real  estates  by  executors  and  admin- 
istrators, first  giving  sufficient  bond  with  sureties  to  the 
Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of  Worcester,  that  the 
proceeds  of  said  sale  shall  be  applied  for  the  discharging 
the  debts  of  Ezekiel  Haskell  late  of  Bolton,  deceased,  and 
the  overplus,  if  any  there  be,  shall  remain,  one  third  for 
the  use  of  said  deceased's  widow,  during  her  life,  and  the 
other  two  thirds  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  heirs  at  law 
to  the  said  Ezekiel,  be  paid  them  when  they  shall  arrive 
at  lawful  age,  in  the  proportion  by  law  provided  for  the 
distribution  of  intestate  estates.  November  12,  1782. 

Chapter  161. 

C7iap.l61  RESOLVE,  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  WORTHINGTON, 
DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  SUSPEND  ISSUING  HIS  EXE- 
CUTIONS AGAINST  THE  CONSTABLES  OF  SAID  TOWN  FOR  THE 
TAX  OF  MARCH  LAST,  AND  REQUESTING  THE  GOVERNOR  TO 
WRITE  TO  CONGRESS  UPON  THE  SUBJECT  OF  OBTAINING 
PAY  FOR  TEAMS,  &c.  THAT  AGREED  IN  1781. 

On  the  'petition  of  the  toivn  of  Y^  ovih.mc[Xow  praying  for 
relief  of  the  said  town  on  account  of  the  extraordinary 
service  rendered  the  United  States  hy  said  town  in  supply- 
ing the  D.  Q.  M.  G.  with  a  number  of  Teams,  Drivers, 
and  Artificers,  in  the  year  1781. 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  suspend  issuing  his  execution 
against  the  constables  of  said  town  for  the  continental 
Tax  of  March  last,  until  the  next  sitting  of  this  Court, 
and  his  Excellency  the  Governor  is  requested  to  write  to 
Congress  upon  the  subject  of  obtaining  pay  for  tlie  team- 
sters and  artificers  that  served  in  the  Continental  Army  in 
the  year  1781,  under  the  contracts  of  Jabez  Hatch,  Esq  ; 
D.  Q.  M,  G.  November  12,  1782. 

Chapter  163. 

(7Art7).162  RESOLVE    REQUESTING    THE     GOVERNOR    TO    WRITE     TO     THE 
^  '  GOVERNORS   OF    RHODE  ISLAND   AND    CONNECTICUT,    UPON 

THE  SUBJECT  OF  A  RESOLVE  PASSED  THIS  DAY  TO  PREVENT 
THE  ENEMY  FROM  BEING  SUPPLIED  WITH  PROVISIONS. 

Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be  requested 
to  write  immediately  to  the  Governors  oi Rhode  Island  and 
Connecticut,  acquainting  them  of  the  resolve  passed  the 
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General  Court  this  day  for  the  prevention  of  provisions 
going  out  of  this  state  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the 
enemy,  and  to  request  of  them,  the  Governors  aforesaid, 
that  similar  measures  may  be  taken  by  the  states  over 
M'hich  they  preside  for  the  like  purposes. 

November  12,  1782. 

Chapter  163. 

RESOLVE,   PERMITTING  THOMAS  IVERS,  ESQ;  TREASURER,  TO   QJin^  IgQ 
TAKE    POSSESSION    OF    THE    HOUSE    LATELY    OCCUPIED    BY  ^  * 

HEXnr  GARDXER,  ESQ;  LATE  TREASURER,  DECEASED,  AND 
EMPOWERING  THOMAS  DAWES,  ESQ;  TO  MAKE  THE  NECES. 
SARY    REPAIRS. 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  Ivers,  Esq  ;  treasurer  of  this 
Commonwealth,  be,  and  hereby  is  permitted  to  take  pos- 
session of  that  part  of  the  House,  belonging  to  this  Com- 
monwealth, Avhich  was  occupied  by  the  late  treasurer, 
IJennj  Gardner,  Esq  ;  whenever  the  widow  of  the  said 
Gardner  shall  move  trom  the  same. 

Resolved  further.  That  Thomas  Daiuex,  Esq ;  be,  and 
hereby  is  impowered  to  make  such  repairs  in  the  roof  ot 
said  house  and  alterations  in  the  rooms  improved  by  the 
treasurer  as  an  office,  as  he  shall  judge  necessary,  at  the 
expense  of  the  Commonwealth.  November  12,  1782. 


Chapter  164. 

RESOLVE  GRANTING  £,.QQ  13  4  TO  THOMAS  FOSTER,  KEEPER 
OF  THE  POWDER  HOUSE,  AND  DIRECTING  THE  COMMISSARY 
GENERAL  TO  DISPOSE  OF  SEVEN  HUNDRED  WEIGHT  OF 
POWDER. 

On  the  petition  q/"  Thomas  Foster,  keejjer  of  the  powder 
house,  setting  forth  that  there  is  a  balance  due  to  him  (on 
a  warrant  granted  in  September  1780)  o/"One  hundred  and 
eight  pounds  of  the  new  emission  money,  equal  to  Fifty- 
seven  pounds  twelve  shillings,  specie,  and  praying  that 
provision  may  be  made  for  tJte  payment  thereof,  and  that 
his  services  from  the  first  of  October  1780,  be  taken  into 
consideration. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury 
of  this  Commonwealth  to  Thomas  Foster,  keeper  of  the 
powder  house,  the  sura  of  Sixty-six  pounds  thirteen  shil- 
lings and  four  pence,  which  shall  be  in  full  for  his  services 
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as  keeper  of  the  powder  house  in  Boston,  from  the  first  of 
October  17^0,  to  the  first  oi  June  inst. 

It  is  further  Resolved,  That  Richard  Devens  Esq  ;  Com- 
missary General  be,  and  he  hereby  is  directed  to  dispose 
of  seven  hundred  weio;ht  of  powder,  and  pay  the  money 
arising  therefrom,  into  the  public  treasury  of  this  Common- 
wealth, taking  duplicates  for  the  same,  one  of  which  to  be 
lodged  in  the  Secretary's  office,  the  money  so  paid  shall 
be  appropriated  for  the  payment  of  Thomas  Foster,  as 
aforesaid.  November  12,  1782. 

Chapter   165. 

Choil  165  RESOLVE,  ON  THE   REPRESENTATION   OF   JAMES  LOVELL    ESQ; 
-i  RECEIVER   OF    THE    CONTINENTAL    TAX    IN    THIS    COMMON- 

WEALTH. 

On  the  representation  q/"  James  Lovell,  Esq;  receiver  of 
the  continental  tax  in  this  Commonwealth. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth 
immediately  call  on  the  several  constables  and  collectors 
of  the  first  moiety  of  the  Continental  Tax,  (l)y  an  adver- 
tisement in  three  of  the  Boston  and  the  Worcester  and 
Springfield  news  papers)  to  pay  the  said  tax  without 
further  delay,  it  being  absolutely  necessary  for  the  public 
safety. 

Also  Ordered,  That  the  said  treasurer  issue  his  execu- 
tions against  all  constables  and  collectors  of  the  said  tax 
who  shall  not  pay  in  the  one  half  of  the  sums  committed  to 
them  respectively  to  collect  by  the  first  day  of  January 
next,  and  to  send  executions  for  such  of  the  remaining  half 
as  may  remain  due  on  the  first  day  of  February  next. 

Novemher  12,  17  S2. 


Chapter  166. 

Clian  166  resolve,  on  the  petition  of  asa  barxes  and  others, 

"'  REPRESENTATIVES     FROM    THE     COUNTY     OF     BERKSHIRE, 

APPOINTING  A  COMMITTEE  TO  REPAIR  TO  SAID  COUNTY 
FOR  THE  PURPOSES  MENTIONED,  AND  DIRECTING  THE 
COMMITTEE  TO  EXHIBIT  THEIR  ACCOUNTS  FOR  ALLOWANCE. 

On  the ptetition  of  Asa  Barnes,  aiid  others,  representa- 
tives from  the  county  o/" Berkshire. 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  Honoraljle    Charles    Turner,  and   Aj'temas 
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Ward,  Ef^([Vii,  and  Jo/oi  Sjjrayue,  Esq  ;  be  a  committee  to 
repair  to  said  count}'  of  Berk.Hhire,  take  a  general  view  of 
it,  and  determine  where  the  courts  shall  be  held  in  future. 
And  that  said  committee  serve  the  several  town  clerks  in 
that  county  with  a  copy  of  this  resolve,  and  notify  them 
of  the  times  and  places  of  their  attendance  on  this  service, 
and  make  report  to  this  General  Court. 

And  it  ifi  further  Resolved,  That  said  committee  exhibit 
their  accounts  to  this  court  for  allowance  and  payment, 
and  that  the  same  be  charged  to  that  county  in  the  next 
state  tax.  November  12,  1782. 

Chapter  1G7. 

RESOLVE     FOR   MAKING  PARTITION    OF    THE    LANDS    IN    THE  C/iaV.lGl 
COUNTY    OF     YORK,     IIOLDEN     UNDER    BRIDGET    PHILLIPS  ^  ' 

BETWEEN  THE  COMMONWEALTH  AND  THE  PROPRIETORS^ 
CONFIRMED  BY  A  LATE  ACT  OF  THE  GENERAL  COURT,  AND 
APPOINTING    A   COMMITTEE    FOR   THAT   PURPOSE. 

Whereas  certain  persons  called  conspirators  and  absen- 
tees, were  tenants  in  common  of  certain  undivided  lands 
h/inf/  i}i  the  county  of  York,  icith  certain  other  persons 
claim in(i  the  same  under  William  Phillips  and  Bridget 
Phillips,  which  said  lands,  hy  an  act  of  this  Common- 
wealtli,  have  been  confirmed  to  the  said  persons  claiming 
under  the  said  William  and  Bridget  Phillips,  saviiig  to  the 
said  Commonwealth  their  right  and  claim  in  and  to  said 
lands,  accruing  by  virtue  of  the  forfeiture  of  the  estates  of 
the  said  conspirators  and  absentees.  And  ivhereas  the  said 
proprietors  under  William  and  Bridget  Phillips  aforesaid, 
are  desirous  that  partition  sliould  be  made  of  said  lands, 
and  to  hold  their  respective p)roportions  and  parts  of  said 
land  in  severalty  and  separate  from  that  part  of  said  land 
that  has  or  may  be  vested  in  this  Commomvealth ,  by  virtue 
of  the  claims  of  the  said  conspirators  and  absentees. 

Resolved,  That  the  Honorable  Benjamin  Ohadbourne, 
David  Seicall,  and  JVathaniel  Wells,  Esq'rs ;  be,  and 
hereby  are  on  the  part  of  this  Commonwealth,  appointed 
a  committee  to  join  with  such  committee  as  are  or  ma}'  be 
ai)pointed  by  the  said  pro})rietors  on  their  part,  and  duly 
authorized  in  making  partition  of  llie  lands  confirmed  l)y 
said  act,  and  laying  within  the  following  limits,  viz.  begin- 
ning at  the  north  corner  of  Sanford,  which  corner  may 
l>e  ascertained  by  a  line  running  south-west  and  north-east, 
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through  n  certain  small  pond,  called  Beaver  hill  Pond,  and 
from  the  said  north  corner  of  Sanford  thus  ascertained,  to 
run  north-west  about  eight  miles  to  little  Ossapee  River, 
then  by  said  river  including  half  of  the  same  as  the  said 
river  runs,  to  8aco  River,  then  by  said  Saco  River  to  the 
head  line  of  Biddeford,  then  by  the  head  line  of  the  town- 
ships of  Biddeford  and  Arundel,  to  the  east  corner  of  said 
Sanford,  as  it  was  originally  laid  out  by  the  name  of  Phil- 
lipstown,  to  the  north  corner  thereof,  being  the  boundary 
first  mentioned,  and  the  said  committee  appointed  on  the 
part  of  the  Commonwealth,  are  hereby  empowered,  in 
conjunction  with  the  said  committee  on  the  part  of  the  said 
proprietors,  to  set  off  to  said  parties,  by  metes  and  bounds, 
their  respective  rights  and  shares  in  the  premises  to  hold 
in  severalty. 

And  Whereas,  in  order  to  i^ender  the  said  partition  co7?i- 
pleat  and  effectual  in  law,  it  may  he  necessary  to  mahe  and 
execute  a  deed  or  deeds  of  partition,  division,  release  or 
quit  claim. 

Therefore  resolved.  That  the  said  Committee  on  the  part 
of  the  Commonwealth,  or  any  two  of  them,  be,  and  hereby 
are  fully  impowered  in  the  name,  and  behalf  of  the  said 
Commonwealth,  to  join  with  the  said  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  said  proprietors  in  making,  and  duly  executing 
according  to  law,  a  deed  or  deeds  of  partition  and  division 
of  the  premises,  or  in  case  the  said  Committees  should  judge 
it  most  convenient  to  make  partition  of  the  premises,  by 
making  and  executing  a  deed,  or  deeds  of  release  and  quit 
claim,  then  the  said  Committee,  on  the  part  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, are  hereby,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  this 
Commonwealth,  fully  authorized  and  empowered  to  make, 
and  duly  execute  according  to  law,  a  deed  or  deeds  of 
release  and  quit  claim,  to  such  part  or  parts  of  the  prem- 
ises, as  they  shall  agree  to  be  set  off  to  the  said  propri- 
etors, to  hold  in  severalty,  and  to  receive  similar  deeds 
from  the  said  Committee  of  the  said  proprietors.     And 

/;;  is  farther  resolved.  That  all  deeds  of  partition,  divi- 
sion, release,  or  quit-claim,  which  shall  be  made,  and  duly 
executed  by  virtue  of  this  resolve,  and  according  to  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  thereof,  shall  be  considered  as 
valid  and  etiectual  in  law  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as 
any  deeds  of  portion,  division,  release,  or  quit  claim, 
made,  and  duly  executed  according  to  law,  by  or  between 
any  parties  whomsoever.     And 
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It  is  further  resolved,  Th;it  tlie  said  Committee  on  the 
part  of  this  Commonwealth,  be,  and  hereby  are  directed 
to  cause  all  deeds  in  favor  thereof,  relating  to  the  prem- 
ises, to  be  recorded  by  the  Register  of  the  county  of  Yorh, 
with  the  records  of  said  county,  and  then  (ilcd  in  the 
Secretary's  ofHce,  and  the  said  Committee,  after  having 
compleated  the  business  of  their  commission,  are  , hereby 
directed  to  lay  their  accounts  of  time  and  expence  before 
the  (loneral  Court  for  examination,  allowance  and  payment. 

November  12,  1782. 

Chapter  168. 

RESOLVE,  EMPOWERING  THE  TREASURER  TO   APPOINT  NECES-  (JJi^jj  \QQ 
SARY  CLERKS,  WHO  ARE  TO  BE   SWORN   TO   THE   FAITHFUL  ^  ' 

DISCHARGE  OF  THEIR   OFFICE. 

Whereas  it  is  absolutehj  necessary  that  several  clerks 
should  be  employed  in  the  treasury  office  of  this  Common- 
irealfh,  and  that  their  conduct  should  he  regulated  by  tJie 
strictest  rules  of  honesty  and  fidelity,  and  thejyroper  instruc- 
tions of  the  treasui'er. 

Resolved,  That  the  treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  hereby  is  impowered  to  appoint  necessary  clerks, 
to  1)0  ])aid  by  the  said  Commonwealth,  for  whose  conduct 
he  shall  l)e  responsible.  And  every  clerk  so  appointed 
1  )efore  he  be  suffered  to  officiate  as  such ,  shall  before  some 
Justice  of  the  Peace  take  the  following  oath. 

\  A.  B.  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  execute  the  office 
of  a  Clork  in  the  Treasury  office  of  this  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  honestly  and  faithfully,  according  to  m}^ 
best  skill  and  knowledge,  duly  attending  to  the  regulations 
of  my  said  office  so  long  as  I  shall  continue  clerk  as  afore- 
said.—  And  the  Justice  administering  said  oath,  shall 
certify  and  lodge  a  copy  thereof  in  the  Secretary's  office 
of  the  Commonwealth  aforesaid.  November  12,  1782. 

Chapter  169. 

RESOLVE,   DIRECTING    THOMAS  IVERS,   ESQ;  TREASURER,  HOW  (JhaV  169 
TO   PROCEED   WITH  RESPECT  TO   DUE  BILLS  GIVEN  BY  THE  ^  * 

LATE   TREASURER. 

Whereas  it  appears  that  the  late  Treasurer,  Henry  Gard- 
ner, Esfj :  instead  of  paying  the  whole  contents  of  certain 
irrtrrants  and  legal  deinands  on  the  treasury,  did  in  many 
instances,  sign  and  issue  divers  notes  or  certificates,  com- 
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monly  called  due  bills,  as  hallance  due  from  the  treasury 
as  aforesaid,  and  took  discharges  in  full  of  such  ivarrants 
and  demands.  And  whereas  it  is  the  design  of  this  Com- 
monwealth to  do  justice  in  every  res])ect  touching  the  j)rem- 
ises. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth, 
be,  and  he  hereby  is  directed  to  pay  the  contents  of  such 
due  bills  to  the  possessors,  in  like  manner  as  they  might 
have  been  paid,  had  they  still  remained  due  on  such 
original  warrants  or  demands.  Provided  always,  that 
such  due  bills  to  be  paid  as  aforesaid,  do  in  the  opinion  of 
said  treasurer,  and  the  administrator  of  the  late  treasurer 
or  his  attorney,  appear  genuine,  and  given  for  the  pur- 
poses aforesaid.  And  no  action  shall  be  brought  whereby 
to  charge  the  administrators  of  the  said  Gardner  with  the 
payment  of  any  such  due  bills  out  of  the  said  Gardner's 
estate,  unless  the  same  be  rejected  by  the  said  treasurer, 
and  the  said  administrator,  or  his  attorney,  as  not  being 
genuine  or  not  given  for  the  purpose  aforesaid.  And  the 
said  treasurer  is  hereby  directed  to  charge  the  estate  of 
the  late  treasurer  with  the  amount  of  the  due  bills  so  paid. 

November  12,  1782. 


Chapter  170. 

Chap.VIO  RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  COMMISSARY  GENERAL  TO  PROCURE 
*  A    QUANTITY    OF     BEEF     AND     PORK     AND     GRANTING     HIM 

£.4000,  AND  APPOINTING  A  COMMITTEE  TO  MAKE  SALE 
OF  THE  SHIP  TARTAR,  AND  TO  PROCURE  A  SUITABLE  VES- 
SEL TO  GUARD  THE  COAST,  AND  REQUESTING  THE  GOV- 
ERNOR TO  CONTINUE  THE  CRUISE  OF  THE  SLOOP  WINTHROP. 

Resolved,  That  Richard  Devens,  Esq ;  Commissar}'" 
General  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  procure  and  put 
up  (on  the  most  reasonable  terms  in  his  power)  five  hun- 
dred barrels  of  pork,  and  five  hundred  barrels  of  beef,  for 
the  use  of  this  Commonwealth.     Also 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Connnonwealth  to  RicJiard  Devens,  Esq  ; 
Commissary  as  aforesaid.  Four  thousand  jmiuuls,  to  enable 
him  to  procure  the  provisions  by  this  resolve  directed,  he 
to  be  accountable  for  the  expenditure  of  the  same.  One 
thousand  pounds  of  the  above  sum  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
money  that  now  is  or  may  be  in  the  treasury,  and  not 
otherwise  expressly  appropriated,  and    the    other   three 
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thoiisiuid  pounds  out  of  tlic  next  tux  that  may  be  granted 
for  the  use  of  this  Conmionwoalth. 

A7ul  whereas  the  .s7i</>  Tartar  is  noiv  arrived  in  the  har- 
bour of  Boston,  and  the  season  is  so  far  advanced  that  it  is 
not  ex2)edienl  to  fit  her  out  again  at  present^  therefore^ 

liesolved,  Tliat  the  agent  of  this  Commonwealth,  I)e, 
and  he  is  hereb}'  directed  tg  give  orders  that  the  said  ship 
])e  liauled  to  some  safe  place,  and  together  with  her  stores 
properly  secured,  and  the  officers  and  men  now'  belonging 
to  her  innnediately  discharged,  except  such  as  he  may  judge 
necessary  to  take  care  of  the  shij),  while  she  remains  the 
property  of  this  Commonwealth. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  Caleb  Davis,  Thomas 
Dan-OS,  and  Samuel  Alhjne  Otis,  Esq'rs  ;  l)e,  and  they  hereby 
ai"e  api)ointcd  a  committee  authorized  and  directed  to  make 
sale  of  the  ship  Tartar,  together  with  her  guns  and  stores, 
or  such  })art  thereof,  as  they  shall  judge  best,  provided 
they  can  obtain  such  a  sum  as  they  may  judge  will  be  for 
the  interest  of  government  to  take.  And  in  case  the  said 
ship  is  sold,  the  committee  aforesaid  are  hereby  directed, 
to  pay  the  proceeds  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Common- 
wealth, and  take  duplicate  receipts  for  the  same,  one  of 
which  to  be  lodged  in  the  Secretary's  office,  and  also  to 
report  their  proceedings  to  the  General  Court. 

And  icJiereas  it  is  necessary  that  some  additional  naval 
force  should  be  provided,  in  case  the  ship  Tartar  is  sold: 

Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  be  directed  to  pro- 
cure, by  purchase,  on  the  most  reasonable  terms  in  their 
power,  a  suitable  vessel  to  guard  the  coast,  to  mount  from 
twelve  to  sixteen  guns,  and  have  her  ready  for  sea  by  the 
first  day  of  March  next. 

And  to  enable  the  said  committee  to  procure  the  vessel 
above  directed : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  to  them,  out  of  the  public 
treasury,  the  sum  oi  fifteen  hundred  pounds,  out  of  the 
money  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  ship  Tartar;  the 
remainder  of  the  said  money  to  remain  for  the  further 
order  of  the  General  Court. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the 
Governor  be  requested  to  order  the  sloop  Winthrop  to 
continue  her  cruize  on  the  coast  of  this  Commonwealth, 
for  the  |)rofe(dion  of  the  trade  thereof,  so  long  as  the 
season  will  admit  of  her  being  serviceable  for  the  said  [)ur- 
pose  ;  after  which  to  be  hauled  up  until  the  season  may 
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admit  of  her  being  employed  in  company  with  the  vessel 
l>efore  directed  to  be  purchased  or  obtained  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  trade  of  this  Commonwealth. 

November  12,  1782. 

Chapter  171. 

Chap.VJl  RESOLVE  DIRECTING  MR.  JOHN  LUCAS,  TO  MAKE  OUT  AND 
TRANSMIT  TO  CONGRESS,  A  REGULAR  REPORT  OF  ALL  HIS 
DOINGS,   AS   CONTINENTAL  COMMISSARY   OF   PENSIONERS. 

Upon  the  7nemorial  of  J ohn  Lucas,  Commissary  of  Pen- 
sioners : 

Resolved,  That  the  memorialist  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
directed,  forthwith  to  make  out  and  transmit  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  Congress,  a  fair  and  regular  report  of  all  his 
doings  as  Continental  Commissary  of  Pensioners,  agreeable 
to  a  resolve  of  Congress,  dated  August  26,  1776,  includ- 
ing an  account  of  all  monies  which  he  hath  from  time  to 
time  received  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  Commonw^ealth, 
for  the  purpose  of  paying  pensions  on  the  Continental 
establishment,  together  with  an  account  of  his  services  in 
said  capacity,  in  order  to  the  obtaining  allowance  and 
payment  for  the  same  ;  and  that  he  also  lay  an  account  of 
such  monies  as  he  hath  paid  to  Continental  pensioners, 
before  the  committee  for  methodizing  public  accounts,  in 
order  that  the  same  may  be  charged  to  the  United  States, 
agreeable  to  the  before  mentioned  Resolve,  of  the  2()th 
August,  1776. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved,  That  the  said  memorialist 
lay  his  account  of  services  by  him  performed,  as  Commis- 
sary of  Pensioners  of  this  Commonwealth,  l)efore  the  Gen- 
eral Court,  in  order  for  examination,  allowance  and 
payment :  And  that  he  also,  at  the  same  time,  exhibit  an 
account  of  all  monies  by  him  received  and  paid  from  time 
to  time,  as  Commissary  of  Pensioners  for  this  Common- 
wealth, in  order  that  the  same  may  be  settled  and  adjusted. 

November  12,  1782. 


ChapA72  resolve  for  crediting  the  town  of  ward,  with  the 

^'  SUM    OF    ONE    HUNDRED    PC 


Chapter  173. 

[IE    TOWN    ( 

POUNDS,    ON    THE    NEXT    STATE 
TAX. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court  thai  the  town  of  \A"ard, 
by  means  of  a  mere  mistake  in  calcidation  of  the  valuation 
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0/  said  toivn,  are  taxed  in  the  Act  issued  in  October  last, 
sixty  pouiuls,  above  their  due  pvojwHion,  Wceivise  forty 
pouiuls  in  the  first  moiety  of  the  Continental  Tax  issued 
last  March  : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  said  town  of  Ward  ho, 
creditod  said  sum  o^  one  liundred  jiounds  on  the  next  State 
Tax  that  may  be  apportioned  on  said  town. 

November  12,  1782. 

Chapter  173. 

RESOLVK  ON  THE   PETITION   OF  THE   TOWN    OF    WARD,  EXCUS-  (Jhan.Yl^ 
ING  THEM  FROM  RAISING  ANY  MORK  THAN  TWO   MEN,  THE  ^  ' 

RESOLVE   OF  THE   7th   MARCH  NOTWITHSTANDING. 

Whereas  by  a  resolution  of  the  General  Court  on  the  Itli 
o/"  March  last,  three  men  were  set  to  the  town  of  Ward,  as 
their  quota  of  fifteen  hundred  to  fill  up  the  Continental 
Army  at  that  time;  hut  soon  after,  a  mistake  being  dis- 
coverd,  that  said  town  was  set  in  the  valuation  four 
shillings  in  the  thousand  pound  too  high,  the  General 
Court  then  made  a  deduction  of  four  shillings  from  said 
town  in  said  valuation,  and  thereby  said  town's  quota  of 
said  fifteen  hundred  men  was  but  two: 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  said  town  of  Ward  be, 
and  hereby  is  excused  from  raising  any  more  than  two 
men  by  the  resolution  aforesaid  (notwithstanding  three 
being  required  of  said  town  therein)  and  in  case  an  execu- 
tion be  issued  against  said  town,  or  any  of  the  inhabitants 
thereof,  for  a  deficiency  of  any  more  than  two  men  for 
the  purpose  aforesaid,  that  then  this  resolution  shall  be, 
and  hereby  is,  a  direction  to  the  sheriff  or  his  deputy,  not 
to  serve.the  same,  if  said  town  of  Ward  hath  procurd 
two  men  aijreeable  to  the  resolution  aforesaid. 

November  12,  1782. 

Chapter  174. 

RESOLVE   ALLOWING   PAY   TO  THE   COMMITTEE   ON   ACCOUNTS.  (Jhap.174 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid,  one  shilling 
and  three  jKnce,  to  each  of  the  committee  on  accounts,  for 
every  day  they  have  attended  that  service,  over  and  above 
their  pay  as  members  of  the  General  Court. 

November  12,  1782. 
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Chapter  175. 

Chai)  175   ^     GRANT      OF     FOUR     THOUSAND     POUNDS,     TO     THE     HON. 
'  '  EPIIRAIM    STARKWEATHER,    AND    OTHERS,    A     COMMITTEE 

OF     ACCOUNTS. 

Resolved,  Thtit  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 
Co\\^\\\()\\\\Qi\\i\\,  four  thousand 2)ounds,  to  the  conunittee 
of  accounts,  to  enal)le  the  said  committee  to  discharge 
such  accounts  as  are  or  may  he  examined  and  allowed  by 
the  said  committee,  they  to  be  accountable  for  the  expen- 
diture of  the  same.  November  14,  1782. 


RESOLVES 


GENERAL    COURT    OF    THE    COMMONWEALTH 
OF  MASSACHUSETTS, 

BEGUN  AND  llEJ.l)  AT  BOSTON,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  SUF- 
FOLK, ON  WEDNESDAY  THE  TWENTY-NINTH  DAY  OF 
MAY,  AXXO  DOMINI,  1782;  AND  FROM  THENCE  CON- 
TINUED, BY  PROROGATION  AND  ADJOURNMENT,  TO 
WEDNESDAY  THE  TWENTY-NINTH  DAY  OF  JANUABY, 
1783,  AND  THEN  MET  AT  THE  SAME  PLACE,  BEING  THE 
SECOND  SESSION  OF  SAID  COURT. 


1782.  —  January  Session. 


Chapter  1. 


RESOLVE   ON  THE   PETITION   OF   SAMUEL   CRENEY.  Cliap.    1 

On  the  jjedfion  of  Sjiiiiuel  Cheney,  guardian  to  Surah 
Stmiulcrs,  prai/imf  for  licence  to  make  sale  of  a  certain 
tract  of  land,  in  his  petition  mentioned,  for  reasons  therein 
set  forth  : 

Resolved,  That  the  pra3^er  of  the  said  petition  be 
granted,  and  that  the  said  petitioner  be,  and  hereby  is 
emi)()\vered,  to  make  sale  of  the  said  hinds,  for  the  most 
the  same  will  fetch,  and  make  and  execute  a  good  and 
lawful  deed  or  deeds  thereof  to  the  purchaser  or  pur- 
chasers, he  observing  the  rules  and  directions  of  the  law, 
for  the  sale  of  real  estates  by  executors  and  adminis- 
trators, tirst  giving  bond  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the 
county  of  Suffolk,  that  the  proceeds  of  the  said  sale  (after 
l)aying  the  charge  of  sale)  shall  be  applied  for  the  pur- 
l)oses  in  the  said  petition  mentioned. 

January  30,  1783. 
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Chapter  2, 

Chap.  2  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JOSEPH  BAKER,  ESQ;  DIRECT- 
ING THE  COMMITTEE  FOR  METHODIZING  ACCOUNTS,  WITH 
THE  ASSISTANCE  OF  A  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  GENERAL 
COURT,  TO  SETTLE  THE  ACCOUNTS  OF  SAID  BAKER,  AND 
TO  MAKE  A  RETURN  TO  THE  TREASURER  OF  THE  BALANCE 
DUE. 

On  the  lief  if  ion  o/"  Joseph  Baker,  Esq;  late  Commissary 
for  inircJiashui  heef\  tOc.  praj/infj  his  accounts  with  this 
CominoniceaJtJi  may  be  settled: 

Resolved,  That  the  conuiiittcc  tii)pointcd  to  uiethodize 
and  state  the  accounts  of  this  Commonwealth,  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  directed,  witli  the  assistance  of  JoJin 
Moire,  Samuel  Allyne  Otis,  and  Bailey  Barllett,  Esquires, 
to  settle  the  accounts  between  this  Commonwealth  and  the 
said  Joseph  Baker,  Esq  ;  and  make  return  of  the  ballancc 
that  may  be  due  thereon,  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, who  is  hereby  directed  to  call  on  said  Baker 
for  the  payment  thereof,  Avithout  delay  ;  and  on  his  paying 
the  same,  to  give  said  Baker  duplicate  receipts,  one  of 
which  said  Baker  is  directed  to  lodge  with  the  connnittee 
aforesaid,  who  are  hereby  directed  to  charge  the  Treasurer, 
and  give  said  Baker  a  final  discharge. 

January  30,  17 S3. 


Chapter  3. 

Chap.  3  RESOLVE  ON  THE  REPRESENTATION  OF  THE  HON.  CALEB 
DAVIS,  ESQ;  DIRECTING  THE  COMMISSARY  GENERAL  TO 
RECEIVE   CERTAIN  STORES. 

On  the  representation  of  the  Hon.  Caleb  Davis,  Esq; 
late  Agent  of  the  Commonwealth,  prayiwj  for  direction 
respecting  the  stores  in  his  possession,  belonging  to  this 
Commomrealth : 

Resolved,  That  Richard  Devens,  Esq ;  Commissary 
General,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  and  directed, 
to  receive  from  the  said  Caleb  Davis,  Esq  ;  all  such  stores 
as  he  has  on  hand,  belonging  to  this  Commonwealth,  and 
give  the  said  Davis  duplicate  receipts  therefor,  one  of 
which  to  be  returned  to  the  committee  for  stating  and 
methodizing  accounts,  for  their  use,  and  by  them  to  be 
lodged  in  the  Secretary's  office.  January  31,  17 S3. 
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Chapter  4. 

RESOLVE    REQUESTING    HIS   EXCELLENCY   THE   GOVERNOR   TO    Q/ian    4 
WRITE     TO     CONGRESS,    RESI'ECTING      THE      PAYMENT      OF  ■'  * 

SOLDIERS    ON    TEMPORARY    SERVICES,    IN   THE    YEARS   1778, 
1779,  AND  1780. 

W/ierea-'<  application  is  frequently  made  to  this  Court, 
for  the  j)at/)/ient  of  icwjes  due  to  soldiers  belonf/inrj  to  this 
/Stale,  who  served  on  temporarj/  levies  in  the  Continental 
Armij,  in  the  years  1778,  1779,  and  1780,  in  order  to 
facilitate  the  said  payment: 

Resolved,  That  his  Plxcellency  the  Go\crnor  be 
requested  to  write  to  Congress,  for  information  as  to 
any  order  which  they  may  have  taken  for  the  payment 
of  the  soldiers  serving  as  aforesaid,  and  he  hiy  the  same, 
when  received,  Ijefore  this  Court.         January  31,  1783. 

Cliapter  5. 

RESOLVE    ON    THE   PETITION    OF   MART   SUTTON,   PERMITTING  (Jhnj)     ^ 
HER  TO  GO  TO  HER  HUSBAND,  AT  BERMUDA.  ^  '    ' 

On  the  2^€tition  of  Mary  Sutton,  praying  for  liberty  to 
(JO  to  her  husband,  now  residing  at  Bermuda  : 

Resolved,  That  Mary  Sutton  be,  and  hereby  is  per- 
mitted, to  go  to  her  husband  at  Bermuda,  by  such  con- 
ve Nance  as  she  ma}'  be  able  to  procure,  and  that  she  do 
not  return  again  into  this  Commonwealth,  without  leave 
therefor  tirst  had  from  the  Legislature  ;  and  the  Naval- 
Officer  for  the  port  of  Boston,  is  directed  to  see  that  she 
carry  no  letters,  intelligence  or  i)roperty  with  her,  to  the 
damage  of  this  or  the  L^nited  States. 

February  1,1783. 

Chapter  6. 

RESOLVE   ON   THE   REPRKSENTATION   OF  nUGH  ORR,  ESQ;  AND    njjnr)    Q 
OTHERS,  DIRECTING   THE    COMMITTEE    APPOINTED  TO   SELL    '-^""-Z  ' 
OR   LEASE   THE    FURNACES    IN    BRIDGWATER,  TO    PAY    THE 
MONEY  IN  THEIR  HANDS,  ARISING   BY  SAID   SALE  OR  LEASE 
OF  SAID  FURNACES,  INTO  THE  TREASURY. 

()n  the  representation  o/Hugh  Orr,  Esq;  and  others,  a 
committee  appointed  to  sell  or  lease  the  furnaces  in  Bridg- 
water, the  property  of  this  Commonwealth  : 

Resolved,  That  the  abovesaid  committee  be,  and  they 
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are  hereby  directed,  to  pay  into  the  treasury  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, the  whole  of  the  money  in  their  hands,  arising 
either  by  lease  or  the  sale  of  said  furnaces,  or  any  part  of 
the  stock  thereof,  taking  duplicate  receipts  therefor,  one 
of  which  to  be  lodged  in  the  Secretary's  office. 

February  3,  1783. 

Chapter  7. 

Chap.  7      RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  SAMUEL  WINSLOW,  PERMITTING 
HIS  BROTHER  TO  RETURN  TO  THIS  COMMONWEALTH. 

On  the X)elilion  o/' Samuel  Winslow,^;rrt?//?<?/ ybr  reasons 
therein  set  forth,  that  his  brother,  Isaac  Winslow,  may 
have  leave  to  return  to  this  place : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Isaac  have  leave  to  return  to 
this  Commonwealth,  and  that  he  be  considered  as  a 
subject  and  citizen  thereof,  he  taking  the  oath  of  tidelity 
and  allegiance  prescribed  by  law.  February  4,  1783. 

Chapter  8. 

Chap.    8      RESOLVE   GRANTING   A  TAX  OF  THREE  HUNDRED  POUNDS,  TO 
^  '  BE   ASSESSED   ON  THE  RATEABLE   POLLS  AND  ESTATES,  AND 

APPORTIONED  ON  THE  SEVERAL  TOWNS  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF 
HAMPSHIRE. 

On  the  representation  of  the  Justices  of  the  Court  of 
General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of  Hamp- 
shire, tJiat  the  sum  of  three  hundred  pounds  will  he  neces- 
sary for  defraying  the  charges  of  said  county  for  the 
ensuing  year : 

Resolved,  That  there  be,  and  hereby  is  granted,  a  tax 
of  three  hundred  pounds,  to  be  assessed  on  the  rateable 
polls  and  estates  in  the  said  county,  and  apportioned  on 
the  several  towns  in  the  same  county,  by  the  clerk  of  the 
said  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  and  that 
the  same  be  collected  and  paid  into  the  treasury  thereof, 
by  the  31st  day  oi  March  next,  and  applied  for  the  use  o 
the  said  county,  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  this  Common- 
wealth. February  4,  1783. 

Chapter  9. 

Chan   9  resolve  on  the  petition  of  william  mccobb,  esq. 

On  the  petition  o/*  William  McCobb,  IJsq;  j^i'^yi^ig  that 
an   award   may   be   vacated,   loherein   the  petitioner  was 
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one  parti/,  and  Thomas  McGuirc,  Patrick  McGuire,  and 
Ehcnezer  Fiillertoii,  Uie  other  iKirtij,  made  on  the  30th 
day  of  August  last  ^Jrt6'^,  for  reasons  mentioned  in  his 
2)etition: 

Resolved,  Tliat  Uic  petitioner  notify  the  adverse  party, 
by  serving  the  said  Tliomas  3IcGuire  with  an  attested 
copy  of  this  petition,  and  this  order  thereon,  fifteen  days 
at  least  l)bf()re  the  second  Tuesday  of  the  next  setting  of 
the  General  Court,  that  they  may  then  shew  cause  (if  any 
they  have)  why  the  prayer  thereof  should  not  l)e  granted, 
and  that  all  processes  in  the  premises  be  stayed  in  the 
mean  time.  February  4,  1783. 

Cliapter  lO. 

RESOLVE  ALLOWING  FOUR   SHILLINGS  TO  MARSHAL   NEWTON   (JJidn    10 
AND  OTHERS  (SOLDIERS)  FOR  THE  USE  OF  THEIR  BLANKETS.  ^  ' 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury, 
the  sum  of  four  shillings,  to  each  of  the  soldiers  hereafter 
named,  in  full  for  the  use  of  their  blankets,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  agreeably  to  the 
order  of  the  General  Court,  of  the  same  year,  viz.  Mar- 
shal JSfeuion,  John  Brokas,  Nathan  Pratt,  Gardner  Hov^e, 
Calvin  JSFev'ton,  Asher  Smith,  N^ahum  Parker,  Eber 
Keyes,  Solomon  Hoire,  Lewis  Smith,  Peter  Cary,  Jona- 
than Harrington,  Samuel  Wesson,  Caleb  Parher,  John 
Bixhy,  King  Howe,  Oliver  Dunsmore,  Jonathan  Keyes, 
Israel  Potter,  Ozias  Partridge,  Zadoch  Cutting,  Jona- 
than Gale,  Daniel  Tombs,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  four 
jwunds  ticelve  shillings.  February  4,  17S3. 

Chapter  11. 

RESOLVE   ON  THE  PETITION   OF   NATHANIEL  APPLETON,  ESQ;   /^7,^,.      11 
GUARDIAN   TO    SUSANNAH   LORING,   EMPOWERING    HIM    TO  ^  ' 

MAKE  SALE  OF  THE  LAND  AND  THE  BUILDINGS  MENTIONED. 

On  the  2)etition  of  Nathaniel  Appleton,  Ji^sq;  guardian 
to  Susannah  Loring,  a  nou-comyios,  jyraying  for  liberty  to 
make  sale  of  sundry  tracts  of  said  Susannah's  land,  viz. 
about  four  hundred  acres  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  about 
Jive  hundred  arid  ninety-five  acres  in  Colrain,  in  the 
county  o/"  Hampshire,  about  five  hundred  acres  in  Blanford, 
in  said  coiinty  of  Hampshire,  and  also  a  piece  of  land, 
about  seventy  feet  square,  vnth  an  old  barn  thereon,  in 
Atkinson  Street,  in  Boston  : 
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Resolved,  That  the  prnyer  of  said  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  [)etitioner,  in  his  capacity  aforesaid,  be,  and 
hereby  is  impowcred,  to  make  sale  of  the  aforesaid  hinds, 
and  the  okl  building  aforesaid,  or  any  part  thereof,  for  the 
most  the  same  will  fetch,  either  at  private  or  public  sale, 
as  he  shall  jud<2e  most  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  ^Snsaniuih 
and  her  heirs,  and  make  and  execute  a  good  and  lawful 
deed  or  deeds  thereof  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers,  he 
first  giving  bond  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county 
of  8n folic,  that  the  proceeds  of  said  sale,  after  deducting 
the  cost  of  sale,  shall  be  a})plied  to  the  support  of  the 
said  jSusannah,  as  she  may  stand  in  need,  during  her  life, 
and  the  remainder  shall  be  put  to  interest,  and  at  the  said 
>Sut<annali's  decease,  paid  to  her  heirs  at  law,  in  such  pro- 
portion as  they  by  law  shall  be  entitled  to  receive. 

February  4,1783. 

Chapter  13. 


Chan.  12  resolve  granting  a  tax  of  eight  hundred  pounds, 

'  '  BE   ASSESSED    ON  THE  RATEABLE  POLLS  AND  ESTATES,  A 


TO 
AND 

APPORTIONED  ON  THE  SEVERAL  TOWNS  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF 
WORCESTER. 

On  the  representation  of  the  Justices  of  the  Court  of 
General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the  count]/  q/"  Worcester, 
that  the  sum  o/'"  eight  hundred  pounds  mill  he  necessary  for 
defraijhvj  the  charges  of  said  county  for  the  ensuing  year : 

Resolved,  That  there  be,  and  hereby  is  granted,  a  tax 
of  eight  hundred  pounds,  to  be  assessed  on  the  rateable 
polls  and  estates  in  said  county,  and  apportioned  on  the 
several  towns  in  the  same  county,  by  the  Clerk  of  said 
Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  ;  and  that  the 
same  be  collected  and  paid  into  the  treasury  thereof,  by 
the  first  day  of  September  next,  and  applied  for  the  use  of 
the  said  county,  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  this  Common- 
wealth. February  4,  1783. 

Chapter  13. 


Chaj)     13  RESOLVE   ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THOMAS  CHILD,  AGENT  ON  1 
^  *  ESTATE   OF  FRANCIS  WALDO,  LATE  OF  FALMOUTH,  ESQ; 


THE 
AN 
ABSENTEE. 

On  the  petition  of  Thomas  Child,  agent  on  the  estate  of 
Francis  Waldo,  late  of  Falmouth,  in  the  county  of  Cum- 
berland, liJsq;  an  absentee,  in  hehalf  of  himself  and  others  ^ 
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(•reditors  of  said  estate,  praying  that  the  committee  for  sell- 
ing  absentees  estates  in  said  counti/,  may  he  eiJipoivered  to 
sell  so  much  of  said  absentees  estate^  as  shall  be  sufficient 
to  pay  the  demands  7ip)on  the  same: 

Jiesolved,  That  the  prayer  of  said  petition  be  so  far 
irranted,  as  that  said  coinuiittee  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
impowercd,  to  cause  such  parts  or  parcels  of  said  Waldo's 
real  estate  as  they  shall  judge  most  advantageous  to  the 
Commonwealth,  to  be  appraised  by  three  good  and  suffi- 
cient freeholders,  on  oath,  as  shall  be  sufBcient  to  satisfy 
said  demands  ;  and  said  committee  are  hereby  impowered 
to  give  and  execute  a  good  and  sufdcient  deed  or  deeds  of 
the  same,  any  law  or  resolve  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. February  6,  1783. 

Chapter  14. 

A  GRANT  OF  SIX  POUNDS   TO  JOHN  BEVERLY,   AND  THE  SAME  (Jhny^     \A 
SUM  ANNUALLY,  UNTIL  FURTHER  ORDER.  -t  * 

On  the  petition  of  John  Beverl}^  shewing,  that  he  had 
lost  both  his  feet  in  the  sei^ice  of  his  country,  as  a  soldier, 
in  the  year  1760;  the  General  Court,  in  the  year  1763, 
granted  him  a  pension  of  six  pounds,  annually,  and  that 
the  pension  bool-  of  that  age  is  lost,  and  he  cannot  obtain 
his  pension,  and  therefore  jjrays  for  relief: 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
town  of  Andover,  for  the  use  of  the  petitioner,  JoJni 
Beverly,  the  sum  of  si.r pounds,  and  the  same  sum  annually, 
until  the  further  order  of  this  Court,  to  be  disposed  of  1:)y 
the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  said  town,  for  the  advantage 
of  the  said  Beverly.  February  5,  1783. 


Chapter  15. 

RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  COMMITTEE  FOR  SETTLING  WITH  THE 
ARMY,  TO  SETTLE  WITH  BENJAMIN  HOLDEN,  LIEUT.  COL.  AND 
OTHERS,  MENTIONED  IN  THE  PETITION  OF  SAID  HOLDEN. 

On  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Holden,  Lieut.  Col.  and 
others^  who  were  taken  prisoners  at  Fort  Washington, 
praying  the  depreciation  of  their  ivages  may  be  made  good 
to  them: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  settling  with  the 
army,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  directed,  to  settle  with  said 
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IloJden,  and  the  otlier  persons  mentioned  in  said  petition, 
for  the  depreciation  of  their  wages,  from  the  tirst  oi  Jan- 
uary, 1777,  to  the  time  they  returned  from  captivity,  in 
the  same  manner  as  they  settle  with  the  rest  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  JlassacJiusetis  line  of  the  army. 

February  6,  1 783. 

Chapter  16. 

Chan.  16  resolve  on  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 

'  '  OF  UXBRWGE. 

On  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Ux- 
bridge,  setting  forth,  that  the  icarrants  which  have  been 
issued  by  the  selectmen  of  said  town,  for  calfinc/  toivn- 
meetings,  and  the  warrants  from  the  assessors  of  said 
toion,  directed  to  the  constables,  for  the  collection  of  taxes, 
were  issued  without  affixing  their  respective  seals  thereto; 
and  praying  the  same  may  be  madevalid^  notwithstanding 
that  omission: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  said  petition  be  granted  ; 
that  the  wan  ants  which  have  been  issued  by  the  selectmen 
of  the  town  of  Uxbridge,  for  calling  town  meetings,  and 
the  warrants  which  have  been  issued  by  the  assessors  of 
said  town,  directed  to  the  constables,  for  the  collection  of 
taxes  in  the  same  town,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  made 
legal  and  valid,  notwithstanding  their  neglect  to  affix  their 
respective  seals  thereto  ;  and  that  the  same  shall,  in  any 
Court  of  law  or  equity,  have  the  same  force  and  validity 
as  if  their  respective  seals  had  been  affixed  theret-o,  any 
law  or  usage  to  the  contrary'  notwithstanding. 

February  6,  1 783. 


Chap.  17 


Chapter  17. 

RESOLVE  GRANTING  A  TAX  OF  THREE  HL'XDRED  AXD  SIXTY 
rorXDS,  TO  be  assessed  and  apportioned  on  the  SEV- 
ERAL TOWNS  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  CUMBERLAXD. 

On  the  representation  of  the  Justices  of  the  Court  of  Gen- 
eral Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of  Cumberland, 
tliat  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  sixty  pounds  will  be 
necessary  for  defraying  the  charges  of  said  county  for  one 
year  next  ensuing : 

Resolved,  That  there  be,  and  hereby  is  granted,  a  tax 
of  three  hundred  and  sixty  pounds,  to  l)e  apportioned  by 
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the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of  Cumberland, 
upon  tlie  several  towns  within  the  same,  and  assessed  on 
the  rateable  polls  and  estates  in  said  count}',  and  the 
same  be  collected  and  paid  into  the  treasur}'  thereof,  and 
applied  for  the  use  of  said  count}',  agreeable  to  the  laws 
of  this  Commonwealth.  February  7,  1783. 


Chapter  18. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  XATHASIEL  FREEMAN,  ESQ.        CkajJ     18 

Upon  the  petition  q/' Nathaniel  Freeman,  ^sq;  in  5e- 
//«?/' q/' Barachiah  Bassett,  and  others,  captors  of  the  Brit- 
ish  armed  sloop)  Abigail,  her  appurtenances  and  cargo, 
piat/inr/  for  liherty  to  transport  the  said  cargo  from  Fal- 
mouth to  Boston, /(??•  certain  reasons  therein  mentioned : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  said  petition  be,  and 
hereby  is  granted  :  and  that  the  ^a\d  Barachiah  Bassett, 
and  others,  l)e,  and  hereby  are  permitted,  to  remove  and 
transport  said  cargo  from  Fahnoutli  to  Boston,  to  be  de- 
posited in  some  store  till  the  captors  can  make  sale  of  the 
same,  according  to  law,  or  until  the  final  determination 
be  had  thereon  in  the  Maritime  Court,  the  captors  first 
giving  sufficient  bonds  to  the  collector  of  excise  for  the 
county  of  Barnstable,  according  to  law,  to  render  a  true 
account,  upon  oath,  of  the  exciseable  articles  contained  in 
said  cargo,  and  for  the  payment  of  the  excise  as  the  law 
directs,  and  the  same  cargo  shall  not  1)e  liable  to  seizure 
and  contiscation  in  consequence  of  such  transportation, 
unlading  or  removal,  an}'  law  or  resolve  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding.  February  7,  1783. 

Chapter  19. 

RESOLVE  GRANTING  EIGHTT-ONE  POUNDS,  SEVENTEEN  SHIL-    nifu^     IQ 
LINGS  AND  FOUR  PENCE,  TO  THOMAS  WALLET,  OJIT  0¥  THE  ^ 

PROCEEDS  OF  THE  SALE  OF  THE  SHIP  TARTAR. 

On  the  petition  o/"  Thomas  AValley  : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  from  the  pub- 
lic treasury,  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  ship 
Tartar,  the  sum  of  pighty-one  pounds  seventeen  shillings 
andfourpence,  in  full  for  iron  sold  by  said  Walley,  to  the 
late  Board  of  War,  for  the  use  of  the  ship  Tartar. 

February  7,  1783. 
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Chapter  30. 


Chap.  20  ^  GRANT  OF   FOUR   THOUSAND  POUNDS  TO   THE    HON.   ABt 
^  '  II AM  FULLER,  ESQ;  AND  OTHERS,  THE  LATE  COMMITTEE 


IBRA- 
ON 
ACCOUNTS. 

Resolved,  That  tliere  be  paid  out  of  the  pu])lic  treasuiy, 
to  Abraham  Fuller,  Esq  ;  and  others,  the  late  committee 
on  nccouut>>,  foy7'  thousand  pounds,  to  ena1)le  them  to  pay 
the  accounts  already  examined  and  allowed  l)y  said  com- 
mittee, they  to  be  accountable  (within  the  present  session 
of  the  General  Court)  for  the  expenditure  of  the  same. 

February  8,  1783. 


Chapter  21. 

Chan.  21  resolve  requesting  his  excellency  the  governor  to 

^  '  WRITE  TO  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  THE  STATE  OF  CONNECTICUT, 

relative  TO  THE  ADMISSION  OF  Ji/C ///I TJ/^  SM/T//,  A  PRO- 
SCRIBED ABSENTEE  OF  THIS  COMMONWEALTH,  INTO  SAID 
STATE. 

WJiereas  it  has  been  represented  to  this  Court,  that 
Richard  Smith  a  proscribed  absentee,  of  this  Common- 
wealth, hxitli  been  admitted  as  a  citizen  of  the  State  o/"  Con- 
necticut : 

Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  be,  and 
hereby  is  requested,  to  write,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  the 
Governor  of  the  said  State  of  Connecticut,  relative  thereto, 
in  order,  if  it  l)e  a  fact  that  said  Smith  is  admitted  to  be 
a  citizen  of  the  said  State,  the  General  Court  may  take  into 
immediate  consideration  what  will  be  necessary  to  be  done 
in  that  and  in  any  like  case.  February  10,  1783. 

Chapter  32. 

Chan     22  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  PAUL  KNOWLES,  EMPOWERING 
^  '  HIM  TO  SELL  THE  REAL  ESTATE  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Paul  Knowles,  praying  for  liberty  to 
sell  the  real  estate  of  his  Father,  James  Knowles,  a  non 
compos,  h/inf/inl£.asthiim,for  reasons  set  forth  in  said 
petition  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  said  Raul  Knovles  be,. and  hereby  is  full}' 
impowered,  to  sell  the  said  real  estate  for  the  most  the 
same  will  fetch,  and  make  and  execute  a  lawful  deed  or 
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deeds  tliereof  to  the  purchaser  ov  purchasers,  he  observ- 
ing the  rules  of  hi\v  for  the  sale  of  real  estates  by  execu- 
tors and  administrators  ;  first  orivino;  bond  to  the  Judge  of 
Probate  for  the  county  o^  Bar nsf able,  that  the  money  aris- 
ing by  said  sale  be  appropriated  after  paying  the  charge  of 
sale,  and  cost  of  removing  his  said  father  and  mother  to  the 
county  of  lierks/u're,  solely  for  the  purchasing  real  estate, 
of  which  he,  the  said  Paul,  shall  procure  a  deed  lawfully 
executed  and  given  in  his  said  father's  name,  and  see  that 
said  deed  is  recorded  in  the  county  where  the  said  real 
estate  so  purchased  shall  be.  February  10,  1783. 


GEN-  Chap,  23 

ARN-  ^ 


Chapter  23. 

RESOLVE  EMPOWERING  THE  JUSTICES  OF  THE  COURT  OF 
ERAL  SESSIONS  OF  THE  PEACE  FOR  THE  COUNTY  OF  BAR 
STABLE,  TO  DIRECT  AN  ASSESSMENT  OF  TIFO  HUNDRED  AND 
EIGHTY  POUNDS,  TO  DISCHARGE  THE  DEBTS  DUE  FROM  SAID 
COUNTY,  AND  DEFRAY  THE  NECESSARY  EXPENCES. 

On  the  representation  from  the  Court  of  General  Ses- 
sions of  the  Peace  for  the  county  q/"  Barnstable  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Justices  of  the  Court  of  General 
Sessions  of  the  Peace,  for  the  said  county  of  Barnstable, 
be,  and  the  said  Justices  hereby  are  enabled  and  impow- 
ered  to  direct  an  assessment  of  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
and  ei(jJity  pounds,  to  discharge  the  debts  due  from  the 
said  county,  and  to  defray  the  necessary  expences  thereof, 
for  the  ensuing  year,  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  this  Com- 
monwealth ;  and  that  the  Secretary  of  this  Commonwealth 
transmit  this  resolve  to  the  Clerk  of  the  said  Court. 

Fehrxiary  10,  1783. 

Chapter  34. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  0¥  ELISHA  MATITINDALE,  AXi1Y{.0n-   H'kQV)    94 
IZING  ASHBEL  STRONG  AND    HENRY  fV.   DWIGHT  TO   MAKE    ^"'^P' 
AND  EXECUTE  A  GOOD  DEED  OF  SALE  OF  THE  TRACT  OF  LAND 
MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Elisha  Martindale^rrty/ny  that  Ash- 
bel  Strong  and  Henry  Williams  Dwight  7)%ay  beempoioered 
to  convey  unto  the  said  Elisha  Martindale,  a  certain  tract 
of  land  in  said  petition  mentioned;  and  for  reasons 
tJierein  set  forth  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be 
granted  ;  and  the  aforesaid  Strong  and  Dwight,  adminis- 
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trators  on  the  estate  of  Thomas  Williams,  deceased,  be, 
and  hereby  are  fully  authorized  to  make  and  execute  a 
good  and  lawful  deed  of  sale,  unto  Elisha  Martindale,  of 
a  certain  tract  of  land  lying  in  the  town  of  Lee,  containing 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  belonging  to  the  estate  of 
the  aforesaid  deceased  ;  he,  the  said  Elisha  Martindale, 
first  paying  to  the  aforesaid  administrators  the  sum  of 
four  hundred  and  eicjhty  pounds,  with  interest,  agreeable 
to  contract,  including  such  sums  of  money  as  the  said 
Martindale  shall  make  appear  to  the  said  administrators, 
that  he  paid  to  the  said  Thomas  Williams,  before  his  de- 
cease, being  in  part  of  pay  for  the  aforesaid  tract  of  land  ; 
and  the  administrators  aforesaid  shall  account  with  the 
Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of  Berkshire  for  the  dis- 
posal of  the  money  they  shall  receive  by  virtue  of  this 
resolve.  February  11,  1783. 

Chapter  35. 

Chap.  25  RESOLVE  confirming  the  choice  of  a  collector  of  taxes 

^'  FOR  the    TOWiX    OF    CHARLTON;   AND    EMPOWERING     WIL- 

LIAM CUMMINGS  TO  FINISH  THE  SAID  COLLECTION. 

Whereas  the  town  of  Charlton,  at  their  annual  meeting 
in  March,  1780,  chose  Ephraim  Mclntire  constable  for  said 
town,  for  the  then  ensuing  year,  ivho  accepted  said  office, 
and  was  didy  sworn,  and  the  lists  of  assessments  made  in 
the  same  ensuing  year,  with  proper  ivarrants  for  the  collec- 
tion thereof,  were  didy  delivered  to  the  said  Ephraim  ;  since 
which  the  said  Ephraim  hath  moved  out  of  this  Common- 
wealth without  finishing  the  collection  of  said  assessments; 
and  hath  left  his  said  lists  and  ivarrants  in  the  hands  of 
William  Cummings,  whom  the  said  toivn  on  the  l?>th  day 
of  January  last,  chose  collector,  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
pleating  the  collection  of  the  assessments  contained  in  said 
lists:  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  William  Cummings  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  by  virtue  of  said  warrants,  fully  authorized  and 
impowered  to  compleat  the  collection  of  the  said  assess- 
ments, in  the  same  manner  as  the  said  Ephraim  might 
have  done  ;  and  the  said  lists  and  warrants  shall  have  the 
same  force  and  eflect,  so  far  as  may  relate  to  the  collection 
of  the  said  assessments  to  be  compleated  by  the  said  Wil- 
liam Cumniings,  as  they  would  have  had  in  the  hands  of 
the  said  Ephraim,  if  he  had  continued  to  reside  in  the 
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town  ;  and  the  said  William  Cummings  shall  in  all  respects 
he  ans\veral)le  touching  the  collection  and  payment  of  said 
assessments,  and  liable  to  like  process  as  the  said  Ephraim 
would  have  been,  had  he  continued  in  said  town  without 
having  compleated  the  collection  of  said  assessments. 
And  all  Treasurers  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered, 
to  proceed  in  issuing  executions  against  the  said  William 
Cummings,  for  such  sum  or  sums  of  said  assessments  as 
may  remain  due  and  unpaid,  in  the  same  manner  as  they 
might  have  done  against  the  said  Ephraim,  had  he  con- 
tinued in  said  town.  February  11,  1783. 

Chapter  26. 

RESOLVE    MAKING    AN    ESTABLISHMENT    FOR    THE     SEVERAL  QJiQ/n     26 
COLLECTORS   OF    EXCISE    IN   THIS   COMMONWEALTH.  "' 

Resolved,  That  the  following  allow^ance  be  made  to  the 
several  collectors  of  excise  for  the  present  year,  which 
shall  be  in  full  for  their  respective  services  and  necessary 
assistance,  viz. 

To  the  collectors  for  the  counties  of  Suffolk  and  Essex, 
two  per  cent,  on  the  sums  they  shall  respectively  collect. 

To  the  collector  for  the  county  of  Middlesex,  three  per 
cent,  on  the  sum  he  shall  collect. 

To  the  collectors  for  the  counties  of  York,  Nantucket, 
Dukes  County,  Cumberland,  Lincoln,  and  Berkshire,  five 
per  cent. 

And  to  the  collectors  of  the  other  counties  in  this  Com- 
monwealth, four  per  cent.  February  11,  1783. 


Chapter  27. 


RESOLVE   DIRECTING   THE   SECRETARY  TO    NOTIFY    THE    SEV- 
ERAL COLLECTORS   OF   EXCISE   OF   THEIR  ELECTION. 

Whereas  this  Court  have  made  choice  of  Samuel  Hen- 
shaw,  Esq.,  to  he  Collector  of  Excise  for  the  county  o/"  Suf- 
folk ;  Samuel  Ward,  Esq.,  for  the  county  o/" Essex  ;  Elijah 
Hunt,  Esq.,  for  the  county  o/" Hampshire  ;  William  Drew, 
Esq.,  for  the  county  o/" Plymouth  ;  Joseph  Nye,  Esq.,  for 
the  county  o/"  Barnstable  ;  Samuel  Fales,  Esq.,  for  the 
county  o/' Bristol ;  Jonathan  Chesle}^  Chadbourne,  Esq., 
for  the  county  of  York  ;  Mr.  Caleb  Ammidown,  for  the 
county  o/"  Worcester ;  Joseph  North,  Esq.,  for  the  county 
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of  Lincoln  ;  and  Gajit.  William  Bacon,  for  the  county  of 
Berkshire. 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  be,  and  he  hereby  is 
directed,  forthwith  to  notify  the  aforenamed  gentlemen 
of  their  elections,  and  request  their  answers  respectively. 

February  11,  1783. 

Chapter  28. 

CJiaV    28  RESOLVE    ALLOWING    THE    COUNTY    TREASURER'S     ACCOUNTS 
J^'  FOR  THE   COUNTY   OF  WORCESTER. 

Whereas  it  appears,  upon  the  examination  of  tlie  accounts 
of  the  Treasurer  of  the  county  q/"  Worcester,  dated  the  1th 
of  September,  1781,  and  December  &th,  1782,  that  said 
accounts  are  right  cast,  and  2veU  vouched,  and  that  all  the 
monies  granted  and  allowed  by  the  Court  of  General  Ses- 
sions of  the  Peace  Jor  said  county,  and  charged  in  said 
accounts,  were  for  such  purposes  and  appropriations,  as 
the  lata  ijnpowers  said  Court  to  grant: 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  said  accounts  be,  and  they 
hereby  are  accepted  and  allowed.         February  13,  1783. 

Chapter  29. 

ChaV-  29  RESOLVE  for  discontinuing  THE  PENSION  OF  CAPT.  THOMAS 
^'  ALEXANDER,   OF   NORTHFIELD. 

WJiereas  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  for 
the  county  o/*  Hampshire,  on  the  second  Tuesday  o/" Novem- 
ber last  past,  have,  on  due  hearing,  been  of  opinion,  that 
no  part  of  the  pension  heretofore  settled  on  Capt.  Thomas 
Alexander,  o/Northtield,  be  any  longer  continued: 

Resolved,  That  the  pension  of  the  said  Thomas  Alexan- 
der, and  every  part  thereof,  do  henceforth  cease,  and 
finally  determine  ;  and  that  the  Secretary  of  this  Common- 
wealth forthwith  furnish  the  Commissary  of  Pensioners 
with  a  copy  of  this  resolution.  February  11,  1783. 
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Chapter  30. 

RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  SECRETARY  TO  NOTIFY  SAMUEL 
HENDLET,  ESQ;  AND  CAPT.  ELISHA  THATCHER,  OF  BARN- 
STABLE, OF  THEIR  ELECTION  AS   COLLECTORS  OF  EXCISE, 

Whereas  this  Court  have  made  choice  of  Samuel  Hend- 
ley,  Esq;  to  be  Collector  of  Excise  for  the  county  of  Mid- 
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dlesex,  and  Capt.  Elislm  Tluitchcr  of  Barnstable,  for  the 
counties  q/' Dukes  Count}'  and  Nantucket : 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  be,  and  he  hereby  is 
directed,  forthwith  to  notify  the  aforenamed  gentlemen 
of  their  elections,  and  request  their  answers  respectively. 

February  12,  1783. 


Chapter  31. 

A  GRANT  OF  THREE  HUXDRED  EIGHTY-FIVE  POUNDS  NINE 
SHILLiyoS,  TO  ISAAC  PHILLIPS,  FROM  THE  MONIES  ARISING 
FROM  THE   SALE   OF   THE   SHIP    TARTAR. 

WJiereas  a  resolve  passed  November  Wi,  1782,  direct- 
ing Caleb  Davis,  Esq;  to  pay  three  hundred  and  eighty- 
five  pounds  nine  shillings,  ^'o  Isaac  Phillips,  heing  a  balance 
due  to  said  Phillips_/)'om  the  late  Board  of  War,  for  sun- 
dry/ articles  sup2)lied  said  Board ,  for  fitting  out  the  armed 
vessels  belonging  to  this  CommonivealtJi ;  and  said  Davis 
ivas  restricted  to  pay  the  aforesaid  sum  out  of  such  monies 
as  he  should  receive  as  debts  due  to  said  Board  of  War ; 
and  as  there  is  no  prosp)ect  of  the  said  DaxWfi,  paying  said 
Phillips  in  the  way  p)rescribed  by  the  resolve  aforesaid: 
Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth,  to  Isaac  Phillips,  the  sum  of  thr'ee  hun- 
dred and  eighty-five  pounds  tiine  shillings,  from  the  monies 
arising  from  the  sale  of  the  ship  Tartar,  as  said  sum  was 
for  articles  supplied  the  armed  vessels  belonging  to  this 
Commonwealth.  February  12,  1783. 


Chapter  32. 

RESOLVE   ON  THE   PETITION   OF    A  NUMBER   OF    THE    INHABI- 
TANTS  OF  THE   TOWN   OF  AMHERST. 

On  the  petition  of  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Amherst,  praying  to  be  incorporated  into  a  Parish, 
for  reasons  set  forth  in  their  petition  : 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioners  notify  the  town  of 
Amherst,  by  leaving  with  the  town  clerk  of  said  town  an 
attested  copy  of  their  petition,  and  this  order  thereon,  to 
shew  cause,  if  any  they  have,  on  the  second  Wednesday  of 
the  next  session  of  the  General  Court,  why  the  prayer  of 
the  said  petitioners  should  not  be  granted,  and  that  the  said 
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town  of  Amherst  be,  and  hereby  are  directed,  not  further 
to  tax  the  said  petitioners  for  the  support  of  the  Eev. 
David  Pa7'Sons  in  the  ministry  in  said  town,  or  for  defray- 
ing the  charo:es  which  have  arisen  on  account  of  his  settle- 
ment  in  said  town,  till  the  fourth  Wednesday  of  the  next 
setting  of  the  General  Court.  This  notification  is  to  be 
performed  at  least  sixteen  days  before  the  second  Wednes- 
day of  the  next  session  of  this  Court. 

February  13,  1783. 
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Chapter  33. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR 
OF  THE  TOWN  OF  BOSTON,  EMPOWERING  THEM  TO  SELL 
THE  REAL  ESTATE  MENTIONED,  OF  THE  LATE  DANIEL 
OLIVER,   ESQ;    DECEASED. 

On  the  petition  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  town  of 
Boston  : 

Resolved,  That  the  corporation  of  the  overseers  of  the 
poor  of  the  town  of  Boston  be,  and  they  hereby  are  author- 
ized and  empowered,  to  sell  the  real  estate  bequeathed 
to  them  for  the  purpose  of  educating  poor  children,  by  the 
last  will  and  testament  of  the  late  Honorable  Daniel  Oliver, 
Esq  ;  deceased,  and  to  make  and  execute  a  good  and  suffi- 
cient deed  of  the  same,  in  fee  simple. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  corporation  afore- 
said put  out  the  proceeds  of  sale  of  the  said  real  estate  to 
interest,  on  landed  security,  and  appropriate  and  use  the 
annual  income  thereof  for  the  instruction  of  poor  children 
in  reading  the  word  of  God,  and  writing,  if  need  be, 
agreeably  to  the  design  and  intent  of  the  aforesaid  testator. 

February  13,  1783. 

Chapter  34. 

RESOLVE  GRANTING  FIVE  HUNDRED  AND  SEVEN  POUNDS 
FIFTEEN  SHILLINGS,  TO  WILLIAM  LYMAN,  PART  IN  CASH 
AND   PART   IN  GOVERNMENT    SECURITIES. 

Whereas  William  Lyman  has  exhibited  to  this  Court  a 
certificate  from  the  cotnrnittee  for  methodizing  and  stating 
the  public  accounts,  purporting  that  tJiey  find  due  ^o  Wil- 
liam Lyman,  five  hundred  and  seven  pounds  fifteen  shil- 
lings,/or  his  services  as  an  assistant  to  Levi  Shepard,  in 
the  Commissary'' s  office,  f^om  the  8th  o/" June,  1777,  to  the 
1 6^7i  q/Tebruary,  llld,  and  as  Commissary  from  the  17  th 
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February,  1779,  to  the  20th  f/ January,  1780,  and  for  the 
services  of  his  assistants,  tchile  he  teas  Commissary  him- 
self, which  sum  is  for  the  value  of  their  retained  rations,  as 
well  as  their  services  performed  : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 
CoDimon wealth,  to  William  Lyman,  the  sum  oi  five  hun- 
dred and  seven  pounds  fifteen  shillings,  in  the  follo\ying 
manner,  viz.  one  hundred  and  sixty-nine  jjounds  five  shil- 
lings, part  of  the  above  sum,  in  specie  ;  and  the  sum  of 
three  hundred  and  thirty-eight  pounds  ten  shillings,  the 
remainder  of  the  abovementioned  sum,  in  government 
securities,  l)earing  date  the  20th  of  January,  1780,  that 
being  the  time  said  Lyman  left  the  service,  in  full  of  all 
accounts  of  the  said  Lyman  a\\(\.  his  assistants,  to  the  said 
20th  of  January,  1780.  February  14,  1783. 

Chapter  35. 

RESOLVE  ON   THE   PETITION    OF  ABIGAIL  DWIGHT,  IMPOWER-    (JJidj)    35 
ING    HER  TO   MAKE   SALE   OF  THE   LAND   MENTIONED.  -^  ' 

On  the  petition  q/"  Abigail  Dwight,  guardian  to  Louisa 
Hopkins,  of  Great  Barrington,  ^?-a?/{?i^  for  liberty  to  sell 
a  certain  piece  of  land  in  said  petition  mentioned: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  said  guardian  be,  and  hereby  is  impowered, 
to  make  sale  of  the  land  aforesaid,  for  the  most  the  same 
will  fetch,  and  make  and  execute  a  good  and  lawful  deed 
or  deeds  thereof  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers,  she  the 
said  guardian  obseiwing  the  rules  of  law  for  the  sale  of 
real  estates  by  executors  and  administrators,  and  the 
monies  arising  by  the  said  sale,  shall  be  applied  for  the 
support  and  education  of  the  said  Louisa,  and  the  said 
guardian  shall  give  bond  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the 
county  of  Berkshire,  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the 
trust  reposed  in  her  liy  this  resolve. 

February  14,  1783. 


Chapter  36. 

RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  C0M3IISSARY  GENERAL  TO  PROCURE 
CERTAIN  ARTICLES,  AND  DELIVER  THE  SAME  TO  THE 
INDIANS   OF    THE   PENOBSCOT  TRIBE,  NOW  IN  BOSTON. 

WJiereas  there  are  now  in  this  town  two  Indians  of  the 
Penobscot  tribe,  Capt.  Neptune  and  a  young  Lidian  lad: 
And  ivhereas  the  situation  of  our  public  affairs  in  the  east- 
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em  parts  of  this  Commonwealth,  makes  it  necessary  to  keep 
up  a  friendly  intercourse  with  said  tribe:  Therefore, 

Resolved^  That  the  Commissaiy  General  be ,  and  he  hereby 
is  directed,  forthwith  to  procure  one  uniform  coat,  two 
hats,  two  shirts,  two  pair  of  Indian  stockings,  one  l)lanket, 
two  pair  shoes,  and  two  pair  of  buckles,  and  deliver  the 
same  to  said  Indians,  and  charge  the  same  to  this  Com- 
monwealth. February  14, 1783. 

Chapter  37. 

Chap.  37  RESOLVE    ON    THE    PETITION    OF     SETE     SUMNER,     GRANTING 
^  HIM    THIRTY   POUNDS,    TO    PURSUE     TO     FINAL    JUDGMENT 

AND   EXECUTION,   THE    CRIMINAL    PROCESS    BY    HIM    INSTI- 
TUTED   IN  THE    STATE    OF    CONNECTICUT. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Seth  Sumner  : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Sumner  be,  and  he  hereby  is 
directed,  to  pursue  to  linal  judgment  and  execution,  the 
criminal  process  by  him  instituted  in  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut, and  which  is  to  enure  to  the  benefit  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, and  now  pending  in  one  of  the  Judicial  Courts 
in  said  State. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of 
the  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  said  Seth  Sum- 
ner, the  sum  of  fhii^ty pounds,  to  reimljurse  him  the  monies 
by  him  already  expended  in  carrying  on  said  process,  and 
to  enable  him  to  continue  the  same,  he  to  be  accountable 
to  the  General  Court  for  the  expenditure  of  said  sum. 

February  13,  1783. 

Chapter  38. 

Chap.  38  ^  GRANT  OF  OyE  HUNDRED  FORTY-FIVE  POUNDS,  FIVE  SHIL- 
^'  LINGS  AND   NINE   PENCE    HALF    PENNY,  TO    THE    SELECT- 

MEN  OF    THE   TOWN  OF    GLOUCESTER,    FOR    TAKING    CARE 
OF  A   NUMBER  OF   SICK   PRISONERS. 

Upon  the  application  of  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of 
Gloucester  : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury,  to  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Gloucester, 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  forty-five  pounds,  five  shillings 
and  nine  pence  half  penny,  in  full  of  their  accounts  for 
taking  care  of  a  number  of  sick  prisoners  arrived  in  said 
town  in  a  cartel  from  Halifax,  Janua.ry  11,  1783. 

February  13,  1783. 
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Chap.  39 


Chapter  39. 

RESOLVE   ON   THE   PETITION   OF    WILLIAM  PICKERIXG. 

Upon  the  petition  of  WiW'nim  Pickering  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  said  Pickering  be  authorized  to  tile  the  complaint 
mentioned  in  his  petition,  at  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court 
next  to  be  holden  at  Boston,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  on 
the  third  Tuesday  of  Febrnary  current,  and  that  said  Court 
shall  have  the  same  cognizance  of  that  complaint,  as  if  the 
same  had  been  filed  at  November  term  last,  in  the  county 
of  Esse.i\  provided  the  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Essex  shall, 
three  da^'s  before  the  tiling  of  the  said  complaint,  give 
notice  to  the  said  Richard  Tappen  and  Caleb  Tappen  of 
this  order,  by  reading  the  same  to  them,  or  leaving  a  true 
and  attested  copy  thereof  at  their  last  and  usual  places  of 
alK)de .  February  13,  1 783. 


Chapter  40. 

RESOLVE     ox     THE     PETITION     OF    JOSEPH    FREEMAN,    AND  (JJiaV     40 
OTHERS,  OWNERS   OF  A   SAW-MILL  IN   THE    TOWN   OF   DUX-  ^  ' 

BURT. 

On  the  petition  o/"  Joseph  Freeman,  and  others: 
^V]lereas  Joseph  Freeman,  and  others,  oivners  of  a  saiv- 
mill  in  the  toivn  of  Duxbury,  standing  on  a  brook  com- 
monly called  Island-Creek  Brook,  have  represented,  and  it 
appears  to  this  Court,  that  considerable  disadvantages 
arise  to  the  petitioners,  and  to  the  public,  from  their  being 
obliged  te  open  their  gates  at  «  certain  season  of  the  year, 
for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the  passage  of  the  fsh  called 
alewives,  and  that  very  inconsiderable  profit  arises  there- 
from to  the  people  of  the  toicn,  by  reason  of  the  fewness  of 
the  fish  that  frequent  said  brook:    Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  petitioners  shall  not  be  held 
obliged  for  the  future  to  open  their  gates  and  let  out  their 
pond,  at  any  season  or  in  any  part  of  the  year,  for  the 
pur})ose  of  giving  passage  to  the  tish  called  alewives,  any 
law,  resolve  or  custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

February  13,  1783. 
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Chapter  41. 

Chap.    41  RESOLVE    RESPECTING   THE   CHOICE   OF  THREE  DELEGATES  TO 
^  '  MEET   IN   CONVENTION,    AT    HARTFORD,    IN    THE    STATE    OF 

CONNECTICUT,  ON  THE  LAST  WEDNESDAY  IN  APRIL  NEXT, 
TO  CONFER  WITH  THEM  UPON  THE  SUBJECT  OF  A  GENERAL 
AND  UNIFORM  SYSTEM  OF  TAXATION  BY  IMPOST  AND 
EXCISE. 

Resolved,  That  there  l3e  chosen  by  joint  ballot,  three 
delegates  to  meet  in  convention  at  Hartford,  in  the  State 
of  Connecticut,  on  the  last  Wednesday  in  April  next, 
with  such  delegates  as  may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of 
the  States  oi  J^eiv  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut 
and  JSFeiv  York ;  and  to  confer  with  them  on  the  necessity 
of  ado})ting  within  the  said  States,  for  their  re^spective 
uses,  such  general  and  uniform  system  of  taxation  by 
impost  and  excise,  as  may  be  thought  advantageous  to  the 
said  States,  which  system  being  agreed  on  by  the  majority 
of  the  delegates  so  to  be  convened,  shall  be  recommended 
to  the  legislatures  of  the  said  States,  that  laws  may  be 
enacted  to  carry  the  same  into  execution  ;  and  that  the 
said  delegates  in  convention  do  ao;ree  on  the  form  of  a 
bill  or  bills  for  that  purpose. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the 
Governor  be,  and  he  hereby  is  desired  as  soon  as  may  be 
convenient,  to  write  circular  letters,  to  the  chief  executive 
of  the  said  States  of  iVe?y  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  Con- 
necticut and  Neio  York,  requesting  them  to  submit  to  the 
consideration  of  their  respective  legislatures  the  foregoing 
resolution,  and  the  expediency  of  their  appointing  dele- 
gates to  meet  on  the  said  convention  of  conference. 

February  13,  1783. 

Chapter  42. 

Chap,  42  A    GRANT    OF    TWENTY-FOVR    POUNDS     TEN    SHILLINGS,    TO 
•^  EZRA    FELLOWS. 

On  the  petition  of  Ezra  Fellows,  praying  for  payment 
of  the  expence  of  removing  two  cannon  from  Boston  to  the 
county  of  Berkshire  : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth,  the  sum  of  twenty  four  pounds  ten  shil- 
lings, to  the  said  Ezra  Fellows,  in  full  for  the  abovesaid 
service.  February  14,  1783. 
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Chapter  43. 

RESOLVE   GRANTING  TWELVE  POUNDS   THREE  SHILLINGS,  TO    (JJiap.  43 
CHARLES    COFFIN,    CLERK    TO    THE    COMMITTEE    FOR    SET-  ^ 

TLING  WITH  THE  ARMY. 

Resolved,  That  there  l)e  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  Charles  Coffin,  for 
his  service  twenty-seven  days,  as  clerk  to  the  committee 
for  settling  with  the  army,  the  sum  of  tirelve  pounds  three 
shillings,  in  full  for  said  service  to  the  first  oi  November, 
1782.  '  February  14,  1783. 


Chapter  44, 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  If7.VS:L0lF  P.4Ri<rEi?,  ESTABLISH-  (JJidrf     44 
ING  A    CERTAIN   LETTER    OF   ADMINISTRATION    MENTIONED  -^  * 

IN  SAID  PETITION. 

On  the  petition  of  Winslow  Parker,  ^^ray/nr/  that  a  cer- 
tain letter  of  administration  mentioned  in  the  said  joetition, 
may  he  established  as  good  and  valid,  for  reasons  in  the 
same  set  forth : 

Wliereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  that  on  the  tenth  day 
of  May,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
one,  the  said  Winslow  Parker  ivas  intended  to  have  been 
appointed  administrator  on  that  part  of  the  estate  of 
Nathaniel  Parker,  late  of  Groton,  gentleman,  deceased, 
which  then  remained  unadministered,  and  the  bond  of  ad- 
ministration was  given  in  the  Probate  Office  for  the  county 
of  Middlesex  ;  but  that  it  so  hap)pened  that  the  letter  of 
administration  was  not  signed  by  the  Judge  of  Probate  for 
said  county,  according  to  his  intention,  by  which  neglect 
the  said  Winslow  Parker  may  sustain  injury,  unless 
remedy  be  had:    Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be,  and 
hereby  is,  so  far  granted,  as  that  the  said  letter  of 
administration  be  established  as  good  and  valid,  to  the 
same  degree  that  it  would  have  been,  in  case  it  had  been 
signed  by  the  said  Judge,  on  the  said  tenth  day  of  May, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one.  Provided 
ahcays.  That  nothing  in  this  resolve  contained,  shall  be 
construed  to  extend  to  the  validatino-  the  said  letter  of 
administration  in  any  other  respect  whatever,  so  as  to 
alter  the  due  course  of  law.  Fehrxiary  17,  1783. 
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Chapter  45. 

Char)    45  resolve  on  the  petition  of  the  widow  mart  wymax  of 

"'  WOBURN,   IN    THE    COUNTY    OF    MIDDLESEX,   EMPOWERING 

HER  TO  MAKE  SALE  OF  THE  REAL  ESTATE  MENTIONED, 

On  the  petition  of  the  widow  Mary  Wyman,  q/'Woburn, 
in  the  count}/  of  Middlesex,  praying  that  some  p)erson 
may  be  impowered  to  make  sale  of  her  third  part  of  the 
real  estate  of  her  late  husband,  Samuel  Wyman,  of  said 
Woburn,  deceased,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  her  petition  : 

Resolved,  That  Capt.  Joshua  Walker,  of  said  Woburn, 
be,  and  he  hereby  is  impowered,  to  make  sale  of  the 
above  mentioned  estate,  he  observing  the  directions  of 
the  law  for  the  sale  of  real  estates  by  executors  and 
administrators,  and  first  giving  bond,  with  sufficient 
sureties,  to  the  Judge  of  Prol)ate  for  the  county  of 
Middlesex,  to  apply  the  annual  interest  of  the  money 
coming  by  the  said  sale  to  the  support  of  said  widow, 
during  her  natural  life,  and  at  her  decease  to  pay  the 
principal  to  the  heirs  at  law  of  the  said  Samuel  in  such 
shares  as  they  by  law  are  intitled  to  receive. 

Fehrxiary  14,  1783. 

Chapter  46. 

Char)    46  resolve  on  the  petition  of  jonas  welch,  empowering 
J-  the  justices  of  the  court  of  general  sessions  of 

the    peace   for  the  county  of  SUFFOLK,  TO  GRANT  HIM 

A  licence  to  sell  spirituous  liquors. 

On  the  petition  of  Jonas  Welch,  praying  that,  for  special 
reasons  therein  set  forth,  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of 
the  Peace  for  the  county  of  Suffolk  may  be  empiowered  to 
grant  him  a  licence  to  retail  sjjirituous  liquors  in  the  tovm 
of  Boston  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Justices  of  the  Court  of  General 
Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of  Suffolk,  at  their 
next  Sessions,  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to 
grant  Jonas  Welch  a  licence  to  sell  spirituous  liquors  in 
his  shop,  in  the  town  of  Boston,  in  Prince  Street,  until  the 
usual  time  for  granting  licences  for  the  county  aforesaid, 
he  first  obtaining  the  approliation  of  the  selectmen,  and 
enterino-  into  a  recoonizance  to  observe  the  rules  and 
directions  of  the  law  respecting  retailers  of  spirituous 
liquors.  •  February  17,  1783. 
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Chapter  47. 

RESOLVE     EMPOWERING     EPHRAIM    RANDAL,    JUN.    TO     MAKE  (JJiaV     47 
SALE  OF  THE  REAL  ESTATE  MENTIONED  IN  HIS  PETITION.  ^' 

On  the  petition  of  Ej)hniim  Randal, /?»/.  guardian  to 
John,  Hainiah,  iNIary,  Klijah  and  Moses  Eanclal,  minors, 
children  of  said  Ephraim  Randal,  ^:>?"a?/mr/ /b?*  liberty  to 
sell  several  pieces  of  land,  witJi  some  buildings  thereon, 
lying  chiefly  in  the  toionof  Milton,  in  the  county  q/"  Suf- 
folk, belonging  to  said  children,  for  reasons  set  forth  in 
said  petition: 

liesolved.  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  granted, 
and  that  he  the  said  Epliraini  Randal,  in  his  said  capacity, 
be,  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  and  empowered,  to  make 
sale  of  all  the  real  estate  mentioned  in  his  petition,  for  the 
most  the  same  will  fetch,  and  make  and  execute  a  good 
and  lawful  deed  or  deeds  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers 
thereof,  he  observing  the  rules  and  directions  of  the  law  for 
sale  of  real  estates  by  executors  and  administrators,  he  titst 
giving  sufficient  security  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the 
said  county  of  Suffolk,  that  the  proceeds  coming  by  the 
sale  of  said  estate,  be  kept  on  interest,  for  the  benefit  of 
said  children,  until  they  shall  arrive  to  full  age,  and  be 
paid  to  each  child  severally,  in  their  due  proportion, 
according  to  law.  February  14,  1783. 


Chapter  48. 

RESOLVE   ON   THE   PETITION  OF  JESSE  KELLOGG. 

On  the  petition  of  Jesse  Kellogg,  administrator  on  the 
estate  of  Daniel  Kellogg,  deceased,  praying,  for  reasons 
therein  set  forth,  for  leave  to  convey  lands  belonging  to  the 
said  Daniel  Kellogg's  estate: 

Resotved,  That,  provided  the  said  Jesse  Kellogg  shall 
previously  give  bond  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the 
county  oi'  Berl'shire,  with  sufficient  surety  or  sureties,  for 
his  being  accountable  to  the  creditors  of  the  said  estate 
for  the  full  value  thereof,  that  he  be,  and  he  hereby  is  im- 
powered,  to  make  a  conveyance  of  all  the  real  estate  of 
the  said  Daniel  Kellogg,  which  hath  been  inventoried  and 
appraised,  and  that  the  said  conveyance  shall  be  a  good 
and  sufficient  security  against  the  claims  and  demands  of 
the  heirs  of  the  said  Daniel  Kellogg,  any  law  of  this 
Commonwealth  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

February  14,  1783. 
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Chapter  49. 

ChaV'    49  RESOLVE    on   the  petition  of  timothy  PARKER,  EMPOWER- 
^  '  ING  THE  JUDGE  OF  PROBATE  FOR  THE  COUNTY  OF  SUFFOLK 

TO    RECEIVE  THE   CLAIMS   OF   THE    SAID    PARKER,    AGAINST 
THE  ESTATE  OF  SAMUEL  SB  WALL,  AN  ABSENTEE. 

0)1  the  petition  of  Timothy  Parker,  j)raying  that  a  debt 
due  to  him  from  Hull  Sewall,  late  of  Brookline,  deceased, 
may  he  paid  the  'petitioner,  out  of  the  estate  of  the  said 
Hull's  brother,  Samuel  Sewall,  an  absentee;  the  estate  of  the 
said  Hull  by  laiv  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  said  Samuel  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of 
Suffolk  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  to  receive  the 
claims  of  the  petitioner,  and  allow  to  him,  out  of  the 
estate  of  the  aforesaid  absentee,  what  shall  be  found  due 
thereon,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  debt  had  been  con- 
tracted by  the  said  Samuel  Sewall,  an}"  law  or  resolve  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding.  February  14,  1783. 


Chap.  50 


Chap.  51 


Chapter  50. 

RESOLVE  ALLOWING  PAY  TO  THE  COMMITTEE  APPOINTED  IN 
THE  RECESS  TO  TAKE  A  GENERAL  VIEW  OF  THE  COUNTY 
OF  BERKSHIRE,  FOR  THEIR  SERVICES  AND  EXPENCES. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury,  to  the  Hon.  Charles  Turner,  Esq ;  the 
sum  oi  tiventy  pounds  eighteen  shillings,  and  to  the  Hon. 
Artemas  Ward,  Esq  ;  the  sum  of  twelve  pounds  ten  shil- 
lings, and  to  the  Hon.  John  Sprague,  Esq  ;  the  sum  of 
eleven  pounds  fourteen  shillings,  being  in  full  for  their 
services  and  expences  as  a  committee,  sent  to  take  a 
general  view  of  the  county  of  Berkshire,  in  the  last  recess 
of  the  General  Court ;  and  that  all  said  sums,  amounting 
to  fortyfive  pounds  two  shillings,  be  charged  to  the 
county  of  Berkshire  on  the  next  State  tax. 

February  7,  1783. 

Chapter  51. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  CORRE- 
SPONDENCE, &c.  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  FRAMLXGHAM,  EMPOW- 
ERING THEM  TO  DELIVER  NATHANIEL  BRINLEY  CERTAIN 
ARTICLES   OF    FURNITURE,  &c. 

The  committee  of  both  Houses,  on  the  petition  of  the 
committee  of.  correspondence,  (&c.  of  the  town  of  Framing- 
ham,  report  the  following  resolve. 
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Resolved^  That  said  committee  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
authorised  and  directed,  to  deliver  to  Nathaniel  Brinley, 
"Nvithin  one  month  from  the  date  hereof,  at  the  town  of 
Fvamimiluim,  where  they  are  now  stored,  all  the  articles 
of  liousehold  furniture  and  farming  uteiTsils  mentioned  in 
the  schedule  herewith  exhibited  by  said  committee  to  this 
Court ;  as  also  a  State  note  dated  the  tirst  oi  April,  1779, 
for  -fifteen  pounds,  one  ditto  dated  the  first  of  January, 
1777,  for  ninety-six  pounds,  one  ditto  dated  the  twenly- 
seventh  of  October,  1778,  for  ten poinids  two  shillinr/s,  one 
dated  the  first  of  December,  1777,  for  nineteen  pounds  Jive 
shillings,  and  one  ditto  dated  July  the  second,  1778,  for 
ten  pounds  nineteen  shillings,  also,  twenty-one  shillings, 
in  paper  money,  of  the  old  emission  ;  the  said  sums  being 
part  of  the  sales  of  said  Brinley'' s  stock  and  eifects  sold 
by  said  committee,  the  said  committee  to  be  paid  twenty- 
seven  pounds,  out  of  such  debts  as  arose  from  the  sales 
aforesaid,  when  the  sums  shall  be  recovered;  and  upon 
delivery  and  paj-ment  as  aforesaid,  all  actions,  suits  and 
demands,  respecting  the  premises,  to  be  forever  barred 
between  the  said  Brinley  and  the  said  committee. 

February  17,  1783. 

Chapter  53. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JOSEPH  IVASHBURX,  GVAUBIA'N    QhaV    52 
TO    THE     CHILDREN    OF    CAPT.  EBENEZER     COX,    LATE    OF  ^' 

HARDWICK,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF   WORCESTER,  DECEASED. 

On  the  petition  of  Joseph  Washburn,  guardian  to  the 
children  of  Gapt.  Ebenezer  Cox,  late  of  Hard  wick,  iii  the 
county  of  Worcester,  deceased,  setting  forth ,  that  Elizabeth 
Cox,  sole  executrix  to  the  last  luill  and  testament  of  said 
deceaseds,  did  by  deed  convey  irnto  Timothy  Euggles,  J^sq; 
late  of  said  Hardwick,  an  absentee,  all  the  real  estate  belong- 
ing to  said  Ebenezer  Cox,  deceased,  and  that  said  Ruggles 
did  give  his  bond  for  the  jxiyment  of  three  hundred  pounds, 
for  the  purcliase  of  said  estate,  ivhich  yet  remains  due: 
But  whereas  said  executrix  did  not  give  bond  into  the 
Probate  Office  for  the  county  o/Worcester,  that  the  money 
arising  from  the  sale  of  said  estate,  should  be  ajjplied  in 
the  manner  ordered  and  directed  by  the  last  will  and  testa- 
ment of  said  deceased,  which  ivas  expressly  ordered  by  the 
testator,  and  other  attendant  circumstances  respecting  that 
matter,  renders  it  doxdjtful   whether   the  orphan  children 
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and  heirs  of  said  deceased,  may  not  be  defrauded  of  their 
interest  in  their  said  father  s  estate,  contrary  to  the  express 
intent  of  said  testator:    Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  deed  above  referred  unto,  be,  and 
hereby  is  declai^d,  null  and  void ;  and  that  the  bond 
given  for  the  purchase,  be  cancelled,  and  that  the  said 
executrix  be  impowered  to  make  sale  of  the  premises,  and 
o;ive  a  o-ood  deed  or  deeds  of  the  same,  she  first  ofivinsj 
bond,  with  sufficient  sureties,  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for 
the  county  of  Worcester,  that  the  proceeds  of  such  sale 
shall  be  applied  in  the  manner  ordered  and  directed  in  and 
by  the  last  will  and  testament  of  said  Ebenezer  Cox. 

February  15,  1783. 


Chap. 


Chapter  53. 

53  RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  COMMITTEE  FOR  METHODIZING  AND 
STATING  ACCOUNTS,  TO  ATTEND  TO  THE  ARRANGEMENT  OF 
THE  ACCOUNTS  OF  THIS  COMMONWEALTH,  AGAINST  THE 
UNITED  STATES. 

Whereas  the  accounts  of  this  Commonwealth,  against  the 
United  States,  are  still  incompleat,  notivithstandiiig  the 
repeated  orders  of  the  General  Court:  And  ichereas  it 
is  ahsolidely  necessary  to  have  them  ready  for  final  adjust- 
ment, without  further  delay : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  methodizing  and 
stating  the  accounts  of  this  Commonwealth,  be,  and  they 
hereby  are  impowered  and  directed,  to  call  on  the  Treas- 
urer, the  Commissary  General,  or  any  other  person  or 
persons  to  whom  money  has  been  advanced  for  Continen- 
tal purposes,  or  who  have  furnished  money  or  stores  for 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  on  account  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, for  their  accounts  and  vouchers  therefor, 
which  accounts  and  vouchers  the  Treasurer,  the  Commis- 
sary General  and  other  persons  as  before  described,  are 
herel)y  directed  to  deliver  to  said  committee,  taking  a 
receipt  therefor,  which  said  committee  are  hereby  directed 
to  give.  And  the  said  committee  are  further  directed 
immediately  to  attend  to  the  arrangement  of  the  accounts 
of  this  Commonwealth,  against  the  United  States,  that 
there  may  be  no  further  delay  in  having  them  ready  for 
final  adjustment. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the 
Governor  be  requested  immediately  to  write  to   Robert 
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Morrifi,  Esq  ;  Superintendant  of  Finance,  requesting  that 
a  commissioner  or  commissioners  may  be  nominated  to 
examine  and  adjust  the  accounts  of  this  Commonwealth 
Hgainst  the  United  States,  agreeable  to  the  resolves  of 
Congress.  "  February  11,  1783. 

Cliapter   54. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  GOVERNOR'S  MESSAGE  OF  THE  4th  FEBRUARY  Chap.    54 
INST  RESPECTING  \VARRANTS  ON  THE  TREASURY,  FOR  SER-  ^' 

VICES  OR  SUPPLIES  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES;  AS  ALSO  WAR- 
RANTS IN  FAVOUR  OF  THE  CREDITORS  TO  ABSENTEES 
ESTATES. 

On  the  mfssage  of  Jiis  Excellency  the  Governor  of  the 
AtJi  in  St. 

Resolved,  That  no  warrant  be  drawn  on  the  public 
treasury  until  the  further  order  of  this  Court,  for  services 
or  sujiplies  to  the  United  States  in  favour  of  any  person 
or  persons  other  than  the  Superintendant  of  Finance,  or 
such  person  or  persons  as  are  or  may  be  deputed  by  him 
to  receive  the  monies  which  are  or  may  be  raised  within 
this  State,  on  requisitions  of  Congress  for  Continental 
purposes. 

liesolved,  That  no  warrants  be  granted  in  favour  of  any 
creditor  to  estates  of  conspirators  or  absentees  on  the 
public  treasury,  unless  the  certificate  of  the  Judge  of 
Probate,  ascertaining  the  sum  due,  be  accompanied  with 
a  certificate  from  one  or  more  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  sell  such  estates  within  the  county  in  which  the  same 
may  lie,  purporting  that  the  said  committee,  have  paid 
to  the  creditor  to  said  estate,  or  his  order,  no  part  of  his 
claim  or  the  sum  (if  any)  which  they  may  have  paid  in 
part  thereof.  February  14,  1783. 


Chapter   55, 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OY  ELIZABETH  CHAMBERLAIN K^D 
MARY  HIST. 

On  the  pf-tition  of  Elizabeth  Chaml)erlain  and  Mary 
Hunt,  prcu/ing  {for  reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition)  that 
tltey  may  he  allowed,  on  particular  conditions^  to  purchase 
a  certain  dwelling  house  in  Hanover  Street,  lately  belong- 
ing to  Alextmder  Chamberlain  o/" Boston,  deceased,  ivhich 
estate  appears  to  have  been  mortgaged  to  Thomas  Hutchin- 
son, Esq;  a  conspirator  and  absentee,  and  still  to  remain 
under  mortgage  as  aforesaid: 


Chap.  55 
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JRfisolved,  That  the  committee  for  makino-  sale  of  the 
estates  of  absentees  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  he,  and  here- 
l)y  are  authorized  and  impowered,  to  give  and  execute  a 
good  and  lawful  deed  of  the  said  house  and  the  land 
thereto  belonging,  on  the  said  Elizabeth  and  Mary  pay- 
ing to  the  said  committee,  for  the  use  of  this  Common- 
wealth, such  sum  as  the  said  house  and  land  shall  be 
appraised  at,  hy  three  judicious  men,  under  oath,  and 
mutually  chosen  by  the  said  committee  and  the  said 
petitioners.  February  18,  1783. 

Chapter  56. 

Chan.    ^Q         RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  WILLIAM  PHILLIPS,  JUN. 

On  the  petition  q/"  William  Phillips,  jun. 

Resolved,  That  Seth  Paddleford,  Esq  ;  agent  for  the 
estate  o^  Daniel  Leonard,  Esq  ;  of  Taunton,  an  absentee, 
be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed,  to  give 
possession  to  William  Phillips,  ^nn.  of  Boston,  executov 
of  the  estate  of  Josiah  Quinci/,  jun.  Esq  ;  of  said  Boston, 
deceased,  a  certain  dwelling  house  in  Boston,  being  a  part 
of  the  real  estate  of  his  wife,  which,  by  means  of  the  con- 
fiscation of  his  propert}',  has  accrued  to  this  Common- 
Avealth,  and  which  this  Commonwealth  is  now  in  possession 
of,  and  entitled  to  hold,  during  the  life  of  the  said  Daniel, 
for  the  purpose  of  discharging  a  promissory  note  of  hand, 
in  the  sum  of  one  hiindr<-d  pounds,  with  interest  thereon, 
from  the  first  day  of  May,  1771,  given  by  said  Daniel 
Leonard  to  said  JosiaJi  Quincy,  jun.  for  cash  lent  him,  as 
will  appear  by  said  note;  and  that  said  William  BJiillips, 
jun.  t.ike  pos^'ession  of  said  house,  and  make  such  repairs 
as  are  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  said  house,  and 
rent  the  same,  and  receive  the  monies  arising  therefrom, 
until  the  aforesaid  note  is  satisfied :  and  also  the  sum 
paid  for  the  repairs  aforesaid  ;  and  that  said  P/a7/?jjs  be 
accountable  to  the  Commonwealth  for  his  conduct  herein. 

February  15,  1783. 

Chapter  57. 
Chan    57  p^esolve  on  empowering  timothy  chexey  to  make  sale 

^  '  OF  A  CERTAIN   TRACT    OF    LAND    MENTIONED    IN    HIS    PETI- 

TION. 

On  the  petition  of  Timothy  Chene}^  guardian  to  James 
Ellis,  o/'Medfield,  a  non  co7vpos  j)€rso7i,  jji'aying  that  he 
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mm/  be  empowered  to  make  sale  of  about  ei'jJity  acres  of  said 
EUi.s's  land^hjing  in  Dcdham,  for  reaso)is  mentioned  in  his 
jjetition : 

Besolved,  Thiit  the  said  Timothy  Cheney,  in  his  said 
ca})acity,  be,  and  he  herel)y  is  fully  authorized  and 
cnii)()uei'ed,  to  make  sale  of  the  said  eiuhty  acres  of  land, 
for  the  most  the  same  will  fetch,  and  to  make  and  execute 
a  good  and  lawful  deed  or  deeds  of  the  same,  to  the  pur- 
chaser or  i)urchasers  thereof,  he  ol)serving  the  rules  and 
directions  of  the  law  for  the  sale  of  real  estates  by  execu- 
tors and  administrators,  and  first  giving  bond,  with  suffi- 
cient sureties,  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of 
Suffolk,  to  apply  the  money  arising  from  the  aforesaid 
sale,  to  payment  of  the  just  debts  of  the  said  James 
Ellis,  and  for  his  former  and  future  support.  And  if  any 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  said  sale  should  remain  at  the 
decease  of  the  said  James,  the  same  to  be  paid  to  his 
heirs  at  law.  February  17,  1783. 

Cliapter  5S. 

RESOLVE  ArrOIXTING  AGENTS  TO  PROSECUTE  ALL  TRESPASSES  nj.fj^      TQ 
ON   A   TRACT   OF   LAND   ADJOINING  THE  TOWN  OF  S  AS  FORD,   ^'*"i  '       *"' 
AND    BETWEEN    THE   TOWN    OF    LEBANON  AND   THE  LANDS 
LATELY  CONFIRMED  TO  THE  PROPRIETORS  CLAIMING  UNDER 
NICHOLAS   SHAPLEKiH,  IN    THE    COUNTY    OF    YORK,   SINCE 
OCTOBER,  1780. 

Whereas  there  is  a  tract  of  land  adjoining  the  town  of 
Sanford,  a»(Z  between  the  town  of  Liehanon  and  the  lands 
lately  confirmed  to  the  proprietors  claiming  under  Nicholas 
Shapleigh,  containing  about  two  thousand  acres,  ivithout 
the  bounds  of  aiiy  incorporated  tow 7i,  the  property  of  this 
Commonwealth,  upon  ichich  land  there  are  many  valuable 
masts;  and  as  it  is  said  that  some  persons  have  made  strip) 
and  waste  thereon,  and  are  again  preparing  to  carry  off 
the  mast  trees  aforesaid,  by  cutting  them  into  loggs,  and 
for  other  uses:  Tlieref ore,  to  prevent  any  further  destruc- 
tion of  tlie  said  timber,  and  also  that  such  as  have  hereto- 
fore trespassed  on  the  said  land  may  be  called  upon  to  make 
speedy  satisfaction  therefor. 

It  is  Besolved,  That  Dominicus  Goodwine,  Esq  ;  and 
William  Frost,  jun.  Gentleman,  both  oi  Berwick,  in  the 
county  of  York,  be,  and  hereby  are  appointed  agents  to 
connnencc  and  prosecute  to  final  judgment  and  execution, 
in  the  name  and  behalf  of  this  Commonwealth,  any  })erson 
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or  persons  that  hath  or  have  committed  any  trespass  on 
the  said  hind,  since  the  25th  day  of  October,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty,  or  that  hereafter  may  commit 
trespass  thereon,  and  the  said  agents  may  submit  to  refer- 
ence, any  action  or  suit,  or  supposed  cause  of  action,  in 
the  same  way  and  manner  they  can  submit  their  private 
suit,  and  to  account  with  the  .Judge  of  Probate  for  the 
county  of  Yorh,  for  all  sums  of  money  they  may  recover 
and  receive  m  consequence  of  this  resolve,  and  to  pay  into 
the  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  such  sum  or  sums  as 
may,  on  their  account  so  examined  and  allowed,  appear 
to  be  due  to  the  State  ;  and  the  Treasurer's  receipt  shall 
be  a  full  discharge  for  all  such  sums  as  they  may  pay  : 
And  to  prevent  any  alteration  respecting  the  manner  of 
bringing  actions  the  stile  shall  be,  "  To  answer  to  the 
Commonwealth  of  31assaclmf<elts,  who  sue  by  Dominicus 
Goodwine,  Esq  ;  and  William  Frost ,]w\-\.  Gentleman,  both 
of  Beriuick,  in  the  county  of  York,  agents  in  that  behalf, 
specially  appointed."  And  the  personal  appearance  of 
either  of  the  said  agents  in  Court,  or  such  council  learned 
in  the  law  as  they  may  appoint,  shall  be  sufficient  to  sus- 
tain any  action.  February  IS,  1783. 


Chapter  59. 

Chan    59  i^^soLVE  empowering  the  judge  of  probate  for  the 

^  county  of    SUFFOLK,  TO    RENEW   THE    COMMISSION    HERE- 

TOFORE GRANTED  ON-  THE  ESTATE  OF  CHARLES  WARD 
APTHORP,  AN  ABSENTEE,  IN  THE  INSTANCE  OF  JAMES 
OTIS,  ESQ;  OF  BOSTON. 

Resolved,  That  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of 
Suffolk,  be,  and  he  hereby  is  authorized,  empowered  and 
directed,  to  renew  the  commission  heretofore  granted  on 
the  estate  of  Charles  Ward  Ajythoi'j),  late  of  Boston,  an 
absentee,  in  the  instance  of  James  Otis,  of  Boston,  Esq  ; 
any  certificate  of  the  whole  account  of  the  demands  on  the 
estate  of  the  said  diaries  Ward  Apthorj)  being  already 
made  notwithstanding  ;  and  said  Judo-e  and  Commissioners 
appointed  or  to  be  appointed  on"  the  claim  of  said  James 
Otis,  against  said  Charles  Ward  Aptliorp's  estate,  are 
hereby  empowered,  authorized  and  directed,  to  receive, 
examine  and  act  on  said  claim  as  fully,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  as  if  it  had  ))een  exhibited  at  any  time  hereto- 
fore, and  the  said  James  shall   receive  the  same  benefit 
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therefrom  as  others  the  creditors  and  cluimers  against  the 
estate  of  the  said  Cliarles,  by  hiw  or  equity  have  received, 
or  may  receive,  said  James  Oils  making  oath,  and  con- 
forming himself  to  such  other  legal  steps,  as  the  other 
creditors  have  taken,  or  may  hereafter  by  law  be  obliged 
to  pursue.  Provided^  the  said  James  shall  not  receive 
any  benetit  in  consequence  of  this  resolve,  beyond  the 
extent  of  said  Aj^fhorp's  estate.  February  15,  1783. 

Chapter  GO. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  AARON  AND  ^V.V^  BVCK.         ChaV.    GO 

0)1  the  petition  q/*  Aaron  and  Anna  ^ack,  pra7/in(/ for 
liberty  to  convey  a  certain  tract  of  land,  lying  in  the  to)rn 
of  Stockbridge,  to  Joseph  Brace,  which  the  said  Anna 
hath  obliged  herself  to  do,  the  said  Anna  being  administra- 
trix on  the  estate  o/"Mark  St.  John,  and  guardian  to  his 
ch  ildren : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  said  Aaron  and  Anna  be,  and  hereby  are 
authorized,  to  make  and  execute  a  good  and  lawful  deed 
unto  Joseph  Brace,  of  the  abovesaid  land,  which  belongeth 
to  the  estate  of  Mark  St.  John,  late  of  Stockbridge, 
deceased,  they  the  said  Aaron  and  Anna  first  giving  bond, 
with  sufficient  sureties,  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the 
county  of  Berkshire,  that  if  the  land  they  have  already 
purchased  for  the  heirs  of  the  said  Mark,  is  not  of  equal 
value  to  the  land  they  are  herel>y  permitted  to  convey, 
they  will  pay  to  each  of  the  heirs  aforesaid,  when  they 
shall  arrive  at  lawful  age,  such  a  sum  of  money  as  the 
Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  oi  Berkshire  shall  deter- 
mine to  be  just  and  reasonable.  February  15,  1783. 


Chapter  61. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  SYLVANUS  DREW. 

On  the  petition  of  Sylvanus  Drew,  praying  for  the 
depreciation  of  his  wages,  from  May,  1775,  to  May,  1779  : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  settling  with  the  army, 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  directed,  to  settle  with  Sylvanus 
Drew,  and  make  up  the  depreciation  of  his  wages,  in  th^ 
same  manner  as  others  in  similar  circumstances  have  been 
made  up.  February  15,  1783. 


Chap.  61 
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Chapter  G2. 

Chan.  62  resolve  granting  leave  to  thomas  gold  to  go  to  new 

^  '  YORK,  requesting    HIS    EXCELLENCY  THE    GOVERNOR  TO 

RECOMMEND    HIM   TO   THE   COMMANDER   IN    CHIEF    OF    THE 
ARMY. 

0)1  the  j)etition  o/" Thomas  Gold,  jva^/inr/  fo7'  leave  to  go 
to  New  York  : 

Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be  and  he 
hereby  is  requested,  to  recommend  the  said  Thomas  Gold 
to  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  army,  for  a  passport  for 
his  the  said  Gold's  passing-  into  New  York  (under  such 
restrictions  as  the  said  Commander  in  Chief  may  think 
proper)  and  returning.  Provided,  That  the  said  Thomas 
Gold  shall  not  bring  with  him  goods  of  any  kind  from  any 
of  the  enemies  ports.  February  18,  1783. 

Chapter  G3. 

Char>    63  i^esolve  on   the   petition   of  ezra  kexdal,  empower- 

^  ■        '  ING    HIM  TO    MAKE    SALE   OF   THE   LAND   MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Ezra  Kendal,  guardian  to  Phel)e 
Hagget,  a  minor,  praying  for  liberty  to  sell  the  real  estate 
of  said  minor,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  liis  petition  : 

Resolved,  That  the  ])rayer  of  the  petitioner  be  granted, 
and  that  he  the  said  E?:ra  Kendal  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  and  eitipowered,  to  make  sale  of  the  land  set 
forth  in  his  petition,  for  the  most  the  same  will  fetch,  and 
make  and  execute  a  good  and  lawful  deed  or  deeds  to  the 
purchaser  or  purchasers,  he  observing  the  rules  and  direc- 
tions of  the  law  for  the  sale  of  real  estates  by  executors 
and  administrators,  he  first  o-iving  sufficient  securitv  to 
the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of  Essex,  for  the  pro- 
ceeds and  interest  of  the  sale  of  said  land,  to  be  paid  to 
said  minor,  when  she  shall  arrive  to  h\wful  age  ;  and  in 
case  said  minor  shall  decease  before  she  arrives  to  lawful 
age,  then  the  said  proceeds  shall  be  paid  to  the  proper 
heirs,  in  due  proportion.  February  17,  1783. 

Chapter  64. 

Chan      64  I^ESOLVE  directing  JOSEPH  BAKER,ESQ;  to  GIVE   BOND  FOR 

^  ■  THE    BALANCE    DUE    TO    GOVERNMENT,    AND    EMPOWERING 

,   THE  TREASURER  TO  DISCH.\RGE  HIM  IN  RECEIPT  THEREON. 

Resolved,  That  Josfp)h  Baker,  Esq  ;  in  consideration  of 
the  large  amount  of  the  ballance  due  from  him,  and  the 
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possibility  which  he  sn2:gests  in  his  petition  that  l)y  error 
in  his  accounts  the  ballance  due  from  him  may  be  consid- 
erably lessened,  if  time  is  given  him  to  revise  said  accounts 
and  his  transactions  for  the  public,  do  give  bond  to  the 
Treasurer  of  this  Connnonwcaith  for  the  sum  o{  fifteen 
hundred  and  ni)ie pounds  sixteen  shillhif/s  and  tJiree 2)ence, 
in  specie  (being  the  iimount  of  the  ballance  aforesaid)  on 
demand,  with  interest  until  paid;  and  that  the  Treasurer 
be,  and  he  hereby  is  empowered  and  directed,  on  receipt 
thereof,  to  discharge  the  said  Baker  from  the  l)allance 
aforesaid  ;  and  that  he  lodge  his  receipt  to  the  Common- 
wealth, for  the  said  bond,  in  the  Secretary's  office. 

February  17,  1783. 


Chapter  65. 

RESOLVE  ALLOWING  LOVE  ADAMS  AN  ANNUAL  INTEREST  OF 
SIX  PER  CENT.  ON  ONE  THIRD  PART  OF  THE  SUM  FOR 
"WHICH  THE  REAL  ESTATE  OF  DR.  JOSEPH  ADAMS,  LATE 
OF  LISCOLN,   AN  ABSENTEE,   HAS   BEEN   SOLD. 

Whereas  in  and  by  a  law  of  this  Commonwealth,  made 
and  passed  in  tlie  year  of  our  Lord,  1761,  provision  is 
made  that  ivhere  the  icife  or  widow  of  any  conspirator  or 
absentee,  remains  in  this  Commonwealth,  one  third p)art  of 
such  conspirator's  or  absentee's  real  estate  shall  be  exempt 
from  sale,  and  allotted  as  dower  to  the  support  of  such  wife 
or  widoio.  And  ichereas  the  real  estate  of  Dr.  Joseph 
Adams,  late  of  Lincoln,  an  absentee,  has  by  some  means 
been  sold  for  the  use  of  Government,  without  any  part 
thereof  being  exempted  from  sale,  and  allotted  to  the  support 
of  his  wife,  Mrs   Love  Adams  : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out 
of  the  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  said  Love 
Adams,  an  annual  interest  of  six  per  cent,  on  one  third 
part  of  the  sum  for  which  the  said  estate  has  been  sold 
(being  reduced  to  s})ecie  l)y  the  scale  of  depreciation) 
from  the  time  of  sale  during  her  ab  )de  in  any  of  the 
United  States,  in  lieu  of  her  dower ;  and  the  Governor, 
with  advice  of  Council,  is  authorized  and  requested  to 
issue  his  warrant  for  the  payment  of  such  interest  for  the 
time  past,  and  annually  afterward. 

February  17,  17  S3. 
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Clia])ter  66. 

Chap.    66  RESOLVE     on    the    petition    of    EZRA    KENDAL,   EMPOWER- 
ING HIM  TO  MAKE   SALE   OF  THE   LAND   MENTIONED. 

On  the  ]}etition  of  Ezm  Kendal,  guardian  to  James 
Blanchard,  and  Abigail  Blanchard,  mino7's,  children  of 
James  Blanchard,  late  of  Andover,  deceased,  and  Abigail 
Phelps,  late  widow  of  the  said  James  Blanchard,  deceased^ 
^rayhui  for  lihtrty  to  sell  the  real  estate  of  said  Blanchard, 
as  set  forth  in  tJteir  petition : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  he,  the  said  JEzra  Kendall,  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  and  empowered,  to  make  sale  of  all  the  land 
and  l)uildings  of  James  Blanchard,  referred  to  in  his,  the 
said  KendaVs  petition,  for  the  most  the  same  will  fetch  ; 
and  make  and  execute  a  good  and  lawful  deed  or  deeds  to 
the  purchaser  or  purchasers,  he  observing  the  rules  and 
directions  of  the  law  for  the  sale  of  real  estates  by  execu- 
tors and  administrators,  he  first  giving  sufficient  security 
to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of  Essex,  for  the 
whole  proceeds  of  the  sale,  and  the  interest  of  one  third 
part  of  the  whole  proceeds  to  be  paid  to  the  widow  of  said 
Blanchard,  deceased,  annually,  during  her  natural  life  ; 
and  the  proceeds  of  the  other  two  thirds,  with  the  interest, 
excepting  so  much  as  shall  be  found  necessary  for  the 
payment  of  taxes,  to  be  paid  to  the  said  James  and 
Abigail,  the  legal  heirs  of  said  estate  respectively,  as  they 
shall  arrive  to  lawful  age,  in  due  proportion,  agreeable  to 
law  ;  and  after  the  said  widow's  decease,  her  thirds  shall 
remain  the  property  of  the  aforesaid  heirs  in  legal  pro- 
portion .  February  17,  1 783. 

Chapter  67. 

Chart    67  ^^^olve  relative  to  the  proceedings  of  the  committee 

L  '  FOR  receiving  THE  PUBLIC  EFFECTS    FROM  THE    ADMINIS- 

TRATORS  OF   THE   LATE   TREASURER   GARDNER. 

Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  Benjamin  Austin,  Esq  ;  and 
others,  the  committee  appointed  to  settle  the  accounts  of 
the  late  Treasurer  Gardner,  be,  and  they  hereby  are 
directed,  to  consume  to  ashes  the  bills  of  the  new  emis- 
sion, found  in  the  ofiice  of  the  said  Treasurer,  which  have 
been  received  Ijy  the  Honorable    William  Phillijps,   and 
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others,  a  coniiiiittce  appointed  to  receive  the  public  effects 
from  the  administrator  of  the  said  Treasurer ;  and  that  all 
notes,  certificates  and  securities  of  government,  which 
have  been  brought  into  the  treasury  for  consolidation,  be 
defaced,  and  in  that  state  carefully  preserved,  that  any 
mistakes  in  computing  the  same  may  be  rectified. 

A)id  whereas  it  is  necessary  that  an  account  of  tite  several 
certificates  of  pei'sons  employed  in  the  office  of  the  Quar- 
ter blaster  General,  on  which  monies  have  been  advanced 
from  the  treasury,  or  for  ivhich  notes  of  consolidation  have 
been  given,  should,  as  soon  as  viay  be,  be  foricarded  to 
Congress,  that  the  accounts  of  those  who  subscribed  the 
said  certificates,  inay  be  liquidated,  and  that  this  Common- 
wealth may  be  credited  for  the  amount  of  tlie  same: 

It  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  stating 
and  methodizing  public  accounts,  make  out,  without  delay, 
a  regular  account  of  all  those  certificates  which  have  been 
found  in  the  ofhce  of  the  late  Treasurer  Gardner,  of  the 
sums  paid  on  the  said  certificates,  or  for  which  notes  of 
consolidation  have  been  given,  with  the  names  of  the  per- 
sons who  subscribed  the  said  certificates  respectively. 

Whereas  there  is  now  remaining  in  the  treasury  of  this 
Commonweal fJi,  seven  hundred  and  sixty-three  thousand, 
nine  hundred  and  thirty-eight  dollars,  of  the  emissions  of 
May  20,  1777,  and  April"  11,  mS,  ivhich  should  have 
been  forwarded  by  the  late  Treasurer  Gardner  to  Michael 
Hillegas,  Esq;  Continental  Treasurer. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  receiving  the  public 
effects  from  the  administrator  on  the  estate  of  the  late  Treas- 
urer Gardner,  deliver  the  said  seven  hundred  and  sixty- 
three  thousand,  nine  hundred  thirty-eight  dollars,  to  Thomas 
Ivers,  Esq  ;  who  is  hereby  directed,  immediately  to  inform, 
by  letter,. the  said  Michael  Hillegas,  Esq  ;  of  these  monies, 
and  that  the  same  are  held  subject  to  his  order. 

And  whereas  there  are  in  the  hands  of  the  committee 
above  mentioned  {projierty  of  the  Commonwealth)  eighty- 
six  Loan  Office  notes,  amounting  to  thirty-four  thousand  four 
hundred  dollars,  on  ivhich  a  large  interest  is  due: 

Resolved,  That  the  said  certificates  be  delivered  to 
Thomas  Ivers,  Esq  ;  who  is  hereby  directed  to  receive  the 
same,  giving  duplicate  receipts  therefor,  one  of  which  to 
be  lodged  in  the  Treasurer's  ofiice,  and  to  take  the  neces- 
sary measures  to  recover  the  interest  due  thereon. 

February  17,  17  S3, 
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Chapter  68. 

Chau    68  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  ^.v.v^  prentice,  empower- 

^  '  ING   HER  to  make  SALE  OF  THE  REAL  ESTATE  MENTIONED. 

On  tlie  petition  of  Anna  Pi-entiee,  praying  for  licence  to 
make  sale  of  the  real  estate  of  Samuel  Harrington,  late  of 
Grafton,  deceased,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  her  petition : 

Res'lved,  That  the  prayer  of  said  petitioner  be  granted, 
and  that  she  the  said  Anna  Prentice  be,  and  hereby  is 
empowered,  to  make  sale  of  the  real  estate  in  her  petition 
mentioned,  for  the  most  the  same  will  fetch,  and  make  and 
execute  a  good  and  lawful  deed  or  deeds  to  the  purchaser 
or  purchasers,  she  observing  the  rules  and  directions  of 
the  law  for  the  sale  of  real  estates  by  executors  and 
administrators,  first  giving  sufficient  security  to  the  Judge 
of  Probate  for  the  cnunty  of  Worcester,  that  the  proceeds 
of  said  s  lie  shall  be  applied  in  manner  following,  viz.  that 
the  interest  of  one  third  part  thereof  be  annually  paid  to 
the  widow  of  the  deceased,  during  her  natural  life,  and  the 
remainder  of  the  other  two  thirds,  if  any  there  be,  after 
the  just  debts  are  paid,  and  deducting  the  charges  of  sale, 
be  put  on  interest  for  the  benefit  of  the  heirs,  and  paid 
them  in  legal  proportion,  as  they  res[)ectively  arrive  at 
lawful  age,  and  the  other  third,  after  the  just  debts  are 
paid  (if  any  be)  shall  be  paid  in  like  proportion  to  said 
heirs,  immediately  after  the  decease  of  said  widow,  if 
they  then  shall  be  of  lawful  age  ;  but  if  it  should  so  hap- 
pen, that  any  of  said  heirs  should  then  be  minors,  in  that 
case  the  same  shall  be  paid  in  legal  proportion  as  they 
shall  severally  arrive  to  lawful  age. 

February  18,171^3. 


Chap.  69 


Chapter   69. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  TIMOTHY  DAXFORTU,  EMPOW- 
ERING HIM  TO  MAKE  SALE  OF  THE  REAL  ESTATE  MEN- 
TIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Timoth}'  Danforth,  administrator  on 
the  estate  o/ John  Tatm m,  late  <f  Billerica,  in  the  county 
of  Middlesex,  deceased,  praying  for  liberty  to  sell  the  real 
estate  of  said  deceased,  for  reasons  setfurtJi  in  Ins  petition  : 

Resolved,  That  the  aforesaid  Timothy  Dnnfirth  be,  and 
he  hereby  is  impowered,  to  make  sale  of  the  real  estate  of 
the  aforesaid  John   Tntman,  deceased,  for  the  most  the 
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same  will  fetch,  and  make  and  execute  a  good  and  lawful 
deed  or  deeds  of  the  same,  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers 
of  said  estate,  he  the  said  B'.inforth  observing  the  rules 
and  directions  of  the  law  for  the  sale  of  real  estates  by 
executors  and  administrators,  and  giving  sufficient  security 
to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  said  county  of  Middlesex,  that 
the  proceeds  arising  by  the  sale  of  said  estate  be  applyed 
for  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  said  deceased,  and  the  use 
of  the  heirs  of  said  Tatiiian,  according  to  law. 

February  18,  1783. 

Chapter  70. 

RESOLVE   GRANTING    FIFTEEN  POUNDS   TWELVE    SELLINGS,   QJiap^    7() 
PER     ANNUM,    TO     BELINDA,   AN     AFRICAN.    ARISING     FROM 
THE     RENTS     AND     PROFITS     OF    THE     ESTATE     OF     ISAAC 
ROYAL'S    ESTATE. 

0)1  tJie  petition  o/ Belinda,  an  African: 
Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth,  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  arising  from 
the  estate  of  the  late  Isaac  Royal,  Esq  ;  an  absentee,  ^7*- 
teen  pounds  twelve  sJiillings,  per  annum,  to  Belinda,  an 
aged  servant  of  the  late  Isaac  Royal,  Esq  ;  an  absentee, 
until  the  further  order  of  the  General  Court,  for  reasons  set 
forth  in  said  Belinda's  petition.  February  22,  1783. 

Chapter  71. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF   MARGARET  SCOTT,  EMPOWER-  njirr.)     J] 
ING  HER  TO   SELL   THE    STRIP  OF   LAND  MENTIONED.  ^  ' 

On  the  i^edtion  of  ^Margaret  Scott,  administratrix  on 
the  estate  of  Daniel  Scott,  late  of  Boston,  deceased,  and 
John  Lucas,  guardian  to  the  children  of  said  deceased, 
praying  for  liberty  to  sell  a  strip  of  land  lying  in  said 
Boston,  to  enable  them  to  discharge  a  mortgage  against 
the  est'ite  of  said  deceased,  for  such  reasons  as  set  forth 
ill  their  petition : 

Resulved,  That  the  prayer  thereof  l)e  granted,  and  that  she 
the  said  Margaret  Scott,  in  her  said  capacity,  be,  and  she 
hereby  is  autiioriscd  and  empowered,  to  sell  said  strip  of 
land  mentioned  in  her  petition,  for  the  most  the  same  will 
fetch  ;  and  make  and  execute  a  good  and  lawful  deed  or 
deeds,  to  the  purchas  r  or  purchasers  thereof,  observing 
tlie  rules  and  directions  of  the  law  for  the  sale  of  real 
estates  by  executors  and  administrators  ;  she  first  giving 
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sufficient  surety  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of 
iSuffolk,  that  the  proceeds  l)y  the  sale  of  said  hmd  be 
applied  for  the  purpose  of  discharging  the  mortgage  men- 
tioned in  their  petition  ;  and  if  any  should  remain  after 
said  mortgage  is  discharged,  the  same  to  be  put  on  inter- 
est, for  the  benelit  of  the  legal  heirs  ;  and  the  real  estate 
of  said  deceased,  after  those  incumbrances  are  taken  off, 
shall  be  held  to  the  proper  heirs  at  law  of  said  deceased, 
as  though  his  estate  had  been  clear  of  all  incumbrances  at 
his  decease.  February  20,  1783. 

Chapter  73. 
Chan.  72  tiesolve  empowering  lucy  damon,  to   make  sale   of 

■'■  '  THE    REAL    ESTATE    MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Lucy  Damon,  adtninistratj'ix  on  the 
estate  of  her  husband,  Jabez  Damon,  late  of  Heading,  in 
the  county  of  JNIiddlesex,  deceased,  and  executrix  of  the 
toill  of  her  father  in  laio,  Joseph  Damon,  praying  for 
liberty  to  sell  some  part  of  the  real  estate  which  ivas  her 
said  father'' s  and  husband's  to  enable  her,  in  her  said 
capacities,  to  pay  both  debts  and  Ucjacies,  for  reasons 
set  forth  in  her  pjetition: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  she  the  said  Lucy  Damon  be,  and  she  is  hereby 
authorized  and  empowered,  to  make  sale,  for  the  most  it 
will  fetch,  of  so  much  of  the  real  estate  now  under  her  care 
(in  said  capacities)  as  to  enable  her  to  pay  both  debts 
and  legacies,  and  the  necessary  charges  arising,  and  make 
and  execute  a  good  and  lawful  deed  or  deeds  to  the  pur- 
chaser or  purchasers  thereof,  observing  the  rules  of  the 
law  for  executors  and  administrators,  she  first  giving 
bonds,  with  sufficient  sureties,  to  the  Judge  ot  Probate 
for  the  said  county  of  Middlesex,  that  the  proceeds  arising 
by  the  sale  of  such  estate,  be  appropriated  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid.  February  20,  1783. 

Chapter  73. 

Char)    73  i^esolve  discharging  benjamin  Lincoln,  esq;  and  others, 

^  *  A  committee  appointed  to  settle  the  accounts  left 

unsettled  by  the  committee  of  supplies,  appointed 

BY    THE    provincial    CONGRESS,    IN    1774,    FROM    ANY    DE- 
MANDS. 

Whereas  it  aj^pears,  that  the  Hon.  Benjamin  Lincoln, 
Usq;  and  others,  were  apj)ointed  a  committee  to  settle  the 
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accounfs  Jpft  iinfiettled  hy  the  committee  of  supplies,  ap- 
pointed hij  the  Provincial  Congress,  in  1774,  and  that  thej 
proceeded  far  in  the  said  business,  and  had  in.  their  hands, 
one  hundred  and  seventy-nine  pounds,  seven  shillings 
and  six  pence,  ichich  the  said  Lincohi,  as  chairman  (f  the 
said  committee,  paid  into  the  treasury,  as  the  balance  of 
the  said  accounts  by  them  received;  and  the  original pap)ers 
and  vouchei's  to  the  above  business  being,  by  order,  deliv- 
ered to  Joseph  Henderson,  J^'sq;  who  for  warded  the  same 
to  Congress,  and  they  cannot  now  become  at:  Therefore, 

Besolved,  That  Benjamin  Lincoln,  Esq  ;  and  others,  a 
committee  appointed  to  settle  the  accounts  left  unsettled 
by  the  committee  of  supi)lies,  a])pointed  by  the  Provincial 
Congress,  in  1774,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  discharged 
from  any  demands  on  them  in  their  said  capacity,  from 
this  Commonwealth  ;  and  that  the  committee  appointed 
for  stating  and  methodizing  the  public  accounts,  be,  and 
they  arc  here])y  directed,  to  govern  themselves  accord- 
ingly. "  February  22,1783. 

Cliapter  74. 

RESOLVE   ON  THE   PETITION   OF  TIMOTHY  HODGDON,  EMPOW-  fll^f^r,^     74 
ERING  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  CONFISCATED  ESTATES,  IN  YORK  ^''"i^-     ** 
COUNTY   TO    MAKE   AND   EXECUTE   A  DEED  OF  RELEASE   OF 
THE  LAND  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  q/' Timothy  Hodgdon,  setting  forth,  that 
in  the  year  1774,  he  did  bargain  with  John  Sparhawk, 
Esq;  agent  to  Sir  William  Pepperell,/br  twenty-one  acres 
and  two-thirds  of  land,  lying  in  Arundel,  in  the  county  of 
York,  and  paid  for  the  same,  but  never  had  a  deed  of  it; 
and  that  it  is  now  out  of  liis  i^oicer  to  obtain  one: 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  sale  of 
contiscated  estates  for  the  said  county  of  Yoi^k  ( or  any  one 
of  them)  be,  and  they  are  hereby  empowered  and  directed, 
in  behalf  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  make  and  execute  a 
deed  of  release  to  the  said  Timothy  Hodgdon,  of  the 
beforementioned  twenty-one  acres  and  tw^o-thirds  of  an 
acre  of  land.  February  20,  1783. 

Cliapter  75. 

RESOLVE    ON   THE    PETITION   OF    ELIZABETH    WILDRIDGE,   OF  QJiart     75 
FALMOUTH  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  CUMBERLAND.  ^  ' 

On  the  2^etition  of  Elizal)eth  Wildridge,  of  Falmouth, 
in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  pi'aying  {for  reasons  set 
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forth  in  said  pe(ilioii)  that  a  small  real  estate,  lately 
heloiiriing  to  James  Wildridge,  late  of  said  Falmouth, 
deceased,  v:lncJi  estate  agreeable  to  the  Unvs  of  this  Com- 
monivealth,  hath  been  confiscated  to  the  use  of  the  said 
Commonv:ealth,  may  be  restored  to  her  the  said  Elizabeth 
and  her  children: 

Hesolved,  That  the  committee  for  mnking  sale  of  the 
estates  of  absentees  in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  be,  and 
hereby  are  directed,  not  to  proceed  to  sell  the  estate 
abovemeniioned,  nor  to  disturb  the  said  Elizabeth  in  the 
quiet  possession  of  the  same  till  the  further  order  of  the 
General  Court.  February  22,  1783. 

Chapter  76. 

Chan    76  i^esolve   on   the  petition  of  naomi  platt,  of  laxes- 

^  '  BOROUGH,    GRANTING     THE     FIFTY    ACRES    OF    LAND    MEN- 

TIONED, TO  THE  CHILDREN  OF  EZRA  PLATT,  AN  ABSENTEE. 

On  the  petition  o/"  Naomi  Platt,  of  Lanesborough,  in  the 
county  of  Berkshire,  iwaying  that  fifty  acres  of  land,  for- 
merly tJie  property  of  Ezra  Platt,  of  said  Lanesborough, 
an  absentee,  but  now  the  property  of  this  Commonv^ealth, 
may  be  granted  to  tJie  cltildren  of  the  said  Ezra  Platt  : 

Resolved,  That  the  iifty  acres  of  land  mentioned  in 
said  petition,  with  the  appurtenances,  be,  and  hereby  is 
granted,  to  Ezra  Platt,  Levi  Flatt,  Ithid  Platt,  Eli  Platt, 
and  Ebenezer  Platt,  children  of  the  said  Ezra  Platt,  their 
heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  any  act  or  resolve  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding,  reserving  to  the  petitioner,  Naomi 
Platt,  the  improvement  of  one  third  part  thereof,  during 
her  natural  life,  upon  condition  that  the  said  Naomi  Platt 
pay  and  discharge  all  the  just  debts  of  the  said  Ezra  Platt, 
an  absentee.  February  22,  1783. 


Chap 


Cliapter  77. 

.-,  rjn  RESOLVE  EMPOWERING  SAMUEL  COBB,  TO  RECEIVE  FROM  THE 
TREASURER,  A  SILVER  TANKARD,  AND  A  LARGE  SILVER 
CUP,  BELONGING  TO  THE  ESTATE  OF  WILLLUI  TTNG,  AN 
ABSENTEE,  AND  TO  MAKE  SALE  OF  THE  SAME,  AND  SO 
MUCH  OF  THE  REAL  ESTATE,  AS  TO  ANSWER  THE  PURPOSES 
MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Samuel  Cobb  : 

Resolved,  That  Samuel  Cobb  be,  and  he  hcreb}^  is  em- 
powered, to  receive  from  the  Treasurer  of  this  Common- 
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wealtli,  a  silver  tankard,  and  a  large  silver  cup,  belonging 
to  the  estate  of  William  Tijng,  an  absentee,  giving  his 
receipt  therefor. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  said  Samuel  Cohh 
be  empowered  to  make  sale  of  the  said  tankard  and  cup, 
and  so  much  of  the  real  estate  of  the  said  William  Tijivj^ 
as,  with  the  proceeds  of  the  said  tankard  and  cup,  will  be 
sufficient  to  pay  the  creditors  of  the  said  William,  and  to 
reiml)ursc  the  said  Cobb  the  charges  of  his  agency,  he  to 
be  accountal)le  for  the  same.  February  21,  1783. 


Choj).  78 


Chapter  78. 

RESOLVE  MAKING  AN  ABATEMENT  TO  THE  TOWN  OF  NEED- 
HAM,  ELEVEN  FENCE  IN  THE  THOUSAND  POUNDS  — TU.^ 
LAST  VALUATION,  AND  APPORTIONING  THE  SAME  UPON 
OTHER  TOWNS. 

Whereas  it  appears  by  a  late  resolve  of  the  General 
Court,  that  there  icas  the  sum  q/"  nineteen  shillings,  abated 
to  the  towns  of  Dorchester,  Cohasset,  and  Chelsea,  from 
u'hat  they  stood  at  in  the  thousand  Pounds,  in  the  last 
valuation,  and  in  apportioning  the  same  on  Boston,  and 
other  toivns  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  there  ivas  the  sum  of 
eleven  pence  7nore  than  a  due  proportion  set  on  the  toiun 
of  Xeedham  : 

Wherefore  liesolved.  That  the  sum  of  eleven  pence  be 
abated  the  town  of  Needham,  being  what  was  unequally 
added  to  them  by  the  aforesaid  resolve,  and  that  the  same 
be  apportioned  on  the  towns  hereafter  named,  in  the 
county  of  Suffolk,  in  the  following  manner,  viz.  four 
pence  on  Medfield,  two  pence  on  Weymouth,  three  pence 
on  Foxboromjh,  and  tic o  pence  on  Milton,  which  shall  be 
the  rule  "by  which  those  towns  shall  be  assessed  in  all 
future  tax  acts.  February  24,  1783. 

Chapter  79. 

RESOLVE   DISCHARGING  THE  COMMITTEE  APPOINTED  TO  PROS-  ^i  rQi 

ECUTE   DEFAULTERS   FROM  ANY  FURTHER  ATTPINDANCE  ON  ^f^^P'     ^  ^ 
THE  BUSINESS. 

On  the  report  of  the  lion.  Increase  Sumner,  Esq;  and 
others,  the  committee  icho  icere  appointed  to  prosecute  public 
defndters: 

Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  be,  and  they  hereby 
are  discharged  from  any  further  attendance  on  the  busi- 
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ness  of  their  commission  for  prosecuting  public  defaulters, 
and  they  are  also  directed  to  lay  their  accounts  before  the 
General  Court  for  immediate  settlement. 

February  21,1783. 


Chap. 


Cliapter  80. 

go  RESOLVE  DIRECTING  JONATHAN  WARNER  AND  JOHN  ASHLEY 
ESQ;  TO  PAY  TO  THE  TREASURER  SEVENTEEN  POUNDS 
THIRTEEN  SHILLINGS  AND  FIVE  PENCE,  BEING  BALANCE 
DUE  TO  THE  SETTLEMENT  OF  THEIR  ACCOUNTS  IN  PAY- 
MENT OF  GRATUITIES  TO  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  LINE  OF 
THE   ARMY. 

W/iereas  it  appears  by  the  report  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed the  Wth  of  Novem1)er  last,  to  settle  the  accounts 
of  Jonathan  Warner  and  John  Ashley,  Esq'rs,  who  were 
appointed  by  the  General  Court,  to  pay  a  gratuity  to  the 
Massachusetts  line  of  the  Continental  army,  that  there  is  a 
balance  of  seventeen  pounds,  thirteen  shillings  and  five 
pence,  due  from  the  said  Warner  and  Ashley,  which  they 
are  ready  to  pay  : 

llesolved,  That  the  said  Jonathan  Warner  and  JoJni 
Ashley,  Esq'rs,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  directed,  to  pay 
to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  seventeen  pounds 
thirteen  shillings  and  fire  pence,  the  balance- aforesaid,  and 
take  duplicate  receipts,  one  of  which  they  are  directed  to 
lodge  in  the  ^Secretary's  office,  and  on  their  producing  the 
other  to  the  committee  for  methodizing  and  stating  the 
public  accounts,  the  said  committee  are  hereby  directed 
to  discharge  the  said  Warner  and  Ashley  from  the  sum 
they  have  received  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  by  charging 
the  United  States  with  the  sums  the  said  committee 
received,  except  the  sum  returned  in  the  treasury,  which 
they  are  to  charge  accordingly.  February  21,  1783. 


Chapter  81. 

ChaiJ.    81      I^ESOLVE   UPON  THE  PETITION  OF   RUGGLES  WOODBRIDGE. 

Upon  the  petition  o/Kuggles  Woodbridge,  setting  forth. 
That  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1717,  he  was  possessed 
of  twenty-tivo  bounty  notef<,  bearing  date  January  and 
February  of  the  same  year,  being  his  oivn  propierty, 
amounting  to  two  hundred  and  twenty  pounds,  which 
notes  he,  as  Muster  Master,  paid  to  a  nwnber  of  soldiers 
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inlisfed  hito  the  Continental  army,  and  that  aftervrn-ds  he 
received  In  lieu  thereof,  a  like  number  of  notes,  hearing 
date  Fcl>ru:iry  21,  1778,  and  of  the  same  nominal  sum,, 
and  also  two  other  notes  for  the  Interest.  And  whereas  by 
tJie  scale  of  depreciation,  by  law  established,  the  said  latter 
notes  fidl  mucli  short  of  the  value  of  the  former  notes: 

Tlun-ofbi-e  Resolved,  That  tlic  Treasurer  of  this  Coni- 
iiionwealth  he,  and  he  hereby  is  directed  to  receive 
the  twenty-four  notes  now  in  possession  of  the  said 
Jiu(j(/les  Woodbrldfje,  as  mentioned  in  his  petition  ;  and 
in  Vku  thereof  to  make  out  and  dcliver'to  the  said  Wood- 
brldi/e  a  consolidated  note  of  the  same  value  that  the 
twenty-two  bounty  notes  of  the  aggregate  sum  of  two 
hundred  and  twenty  pounds,  bearing  date  in  January 
and  Ftbivary,  1777  ;  and  also  the  two  notes  received 
for  interest,  as  mentioned  in  his  petition,  amounting  in 
tl)e  whole  to  two  hundred  and  forty  jiounds,  would  amount 
to  being  consolidated.  February  21,  1783. 

Chapter  83. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  E LIS IIA  PORTER,  Y.SQ;  SHERIFF  QhaT)     82 
OF  THE   COUNTY   OF   HAMPSHIRE,  GRANTING   HIM   TIVE.XTY-  ^  ' 

SIX  POUXDS  THREE  SHILLINGS  AND  SIX  PENCE. 

On  the  petition  q/Elisha  Porter,  Esq;  Sheriff  of  the  county 
of  l\r\m\)iA\\ve,  praying  for  allowance  of  certain  expendi- 
tures for  the  refreshment  of  persons  who  assembled  at 
N()rtham[)ton,  in  supjiort  of  Government,  in  the  time  of 
the  late  disturbances: 

Resolved,  That  the  praj^er  thereof  be  granted,  and  that 
there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of  this 
Connn()n\yealth,  to  Ellsha  Porter,  Esq  ;  the  sum  of  twenty- 
six  p)ounds  three  shillings  six  pence  half  penny ,  in  full  of 
his  account  of  expenditures  aforesaid. 

February  22,  1783. 

Chapter  83. 

RESOLVE    ON    THE   PETITION   OF  JONATHAN  CUNNINGHAM,  OF  /"^/y^,,,     «Q 
OAKHAM,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  WORCESTER.  KylUip.    OO 

On  the  petition  o/"  Jonathan  Cunningham,  q/"  Oakham, 
in  the  county  of  "Worcester,  shewing,  that  on  the  li)fh  of 
August,   A.  D.    1773,   lie  gave  a  mortgage  deed  of  his 
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homestead  in  Oakham  aforesaid^  with  all  the  huildin(j8 
thereon,  containing  tivo-tJiirds  of  lot  JSTo.  24,  unto  John 
Murray,  E.'^q;  now  an  absentee,  the  ivhole  lot  said  to  con- 
tain two  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  to  secure  the  payment  of 
his  bond  to  the  said  Murray,  of  the  said  date,  of  the  sum 
of  two  hundred  and  nineteen  pounds  fourteen  shillings  ; 
and  that  Hugh  Cunningham  gave  the  said  Murray  a  deed 
of  the  other  third  of  tJie  said  lot,  being  then  the  said 
Jonathan's  real  property ,  to  secure  the  payment  of  the  same 
bond,  as  is  more  fully  set  fort! i  in  the  papers  accompanying 
the  said  petition ;  and  praying  for  the  reconveyance  of  the 
whole  of  the  said  lot  to  him  the  said  Jonathan,  his  heirs, 
&c,  he  paying  what  is  justly  due  from  him  to  the  said 
absentee's  estate : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  the  sale  of  absentees 
estates,  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  be,  and  hereby  are 
empowered  and  directed,  to  make  out  and  execute  a  good 
and  sufficient  warrantee  deed  of  the  wdiole  of  the  said  lot 
No.  24,  containing  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  more  or 
less,  to  the  said  Jonathan  Cunningham,  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  forever,  he  first  giving  bond,  with  two  sufficient 
sureties,  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  for  the 
payment  of  two  hundred  and  ninety  four  pounds,  thirteen, 
shillings  and  eight  pence,  lawful  money,  in  specie,  with 
lawful  interest  for  the  same,  payable  in  three  months  from 
the  date  of  the  said  bond.  February  22,  1783. 

Chapter  84. 

Chan    84  i^esolve  empowering  dorothy  forward  to  sell  the 

'    '  '  REAL   ESTATE   MENTIONED   IN    HER   PETITION. 

On  the  petition  of  Dorothy  Forward,  administratrix  on 
the  estate  of  Elijah  Stiles,  late  of  Granville,  in  the  county 
of  Hampshire,  deceased,  praying  for  liberty  to  sell  all  the 
real  estate  of  said  deceased,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  Iter 
2^etition  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  said  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  said  Dorothy  Forward,  in  her  said  capacity, 
be,  and  she  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  to  sell 
all  the  real  estate  of  said  deceased,  for  the  most  the  same 
will  fetch,  and  make  and  execute  a  good  and  lawful  deed 
or  deeds  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  thereof,  she 
observing  the  rules  and  directions  of  the  law  for  the  sale 
of  real  estates  by  executors  and  administrators,  she  first 
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giving  sufficient  security  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the 
county  of  HampsJiire,  that  after  reserving  the  interest  of 
one  third  of  the  i)roceeds  arising  by  the  sale  of  said  estate, 
to  lierself,  during  her  life,  and  after  paying  all  the  just 
debts  of  said  deceased,  and  necessary  charges  arising  (out 
of  the  other  two  thirds  of  the  proceeds)  the  remainder  to 
be  ke]it  on  interest,  and  each  heir's  share  in  said  estate, 
l)()t]i  principal  and  interest,  including  the  said  Dorotht/s 
thirds,  after  her  decease,  to  be  paid  to  them  severally,  as 
they  shall  arrive  to  full  age.  February  22,  17S3. 

Chapter  85. 

RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  HON.  CALEB  DAVIS,  ESQ;  TO  PAY  TO  Ckaj).    8ij 
aUSTAVUS  FELLOWS  AND  BENJAMIN  COBB.  TWO  HUNDRED 
SIXTY-FOUR    POUNDS,    SEVENTEEN    SHILLINGS    AND     ONE 
FENNY,  OUT   OF  THE    PROCEEDS   OF  THE  SALE  OF  THE  SHIP 
TARTAR. 

On  (he  petition  q/Gustavus  Fellows  and  Benjamin  Cobb, 
sefdnr/ forth,  that  tliey  chartered  to  the  Hon.  Caleb  Davis, 
Ei«i;  agent  for  this  Co7nmonweaUh ,  in  April  last,  the 
hrii/antine  Franklin,  to  be  improved  as  a  2>^'i''^on  ship,  and 
praying  payment  for  the  hire  thereof: 

Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  Caleb  Davis,  Esq  :  pa}' to  the 
said  Felloics  and  Cobb,  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of 
the  ship  Tartar  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  sixty  four 
jjounds  seventeen  shillings  and  one  penny,  in  full  for  the 
hire  and  damage  of  the  said  brigantine,  for  the  time  she 
Avas  improved  as  aforesaid.  February  25,  1783. 


RESOLVE  UPON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE  GUARDIANS  OF  A  TRIBE 
OF    INDIANS     IN     STOUGHTON,    CALLED     THE    PUNKAFOAG 


Chapter  86. 

~^^'^'"  '^  Chap.  86 

TRIBE. 

Upon  the  representation  and  petition  of  the  guardians  of 
a  tribe  of  Indians,  in  Stoughton,  called  the  Punkapoag 
tribe : 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  Crane,  Esq  ;  Jonathan  Capen, 
and  NathanieJ  Fisher,  the  present  guardians  of  the  said 
tril)e,  be,  and  hereby  are  dismissed  from  their  said  guar- 
dianship, agreea])le  to  their  request. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  Col.  Benjamin  Gill, 
Cxx\)i.  William  Bent,  and  Elijah  Dunbar,  Esq,  be,  and  are 
hereby  appointed  a  committee,  who  are  fully  empowered 
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to  examine,  liquidate,  and  allow  the  several  accounts  for 
money  disbursed,  or  debts  incurred,  on  account  of  the  said 
tribe,  and  also  to  determine  upon  a  suitable  allowance  to 
the  said  guardians  for  their  past  services. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  Natlianiel  Fisher,  and 
Ahijah  Upham,  be  appointed  guardians  to  the  said  Punk- 
apoag  tribe  of  Indians,  who  are  hereby  empowered  and 
directed,  to  sell  so  much  of  the  lands  belonging  to  the 
said  tribe,  as  may  be  sufficient  to  discharge  all  the  debts 
which  shall  be  allowed  by  the  committee  abovementioned. 
The  sale  of  the  said  land  to  be  in  the  same  manner  as  by 
law  is  prescribed  for  the  sales  of  the  estates  of  persons 
non  comjws,  subject  to  guardianship,  and  to  make  and 
execute  (in  their  said  capacity)  a  good  and  lawful  deed 
or  deeds  of  the  same. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  guardians  for  the 
time  being,  be  fully  empowered,  according  to  their  best 
discretion,  to  assign  to  those  individuals  of  the  Punka/poag 
tribe,  the  several  improvements,  in  such  parcels,  and 
under  such  restrictions,  as  they  shall  judge  most  condu- 
cive to  the  particular  interest  of  the  improvers,  and  the 
general  good  of  the  tribe. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  if  after  such  sales  and 
assignments,  any  leaseable  land  remain,  the  said  guardi- 
ans are  hereby  authorized  to  lease  the  same  for  one  year, 
and  the  money  arising  thereby,  to  dispose  of  in  such 
manner  as  they  shall  think  will  produce  the  greatest 
annual  income ;  and  they  are  directed  to  appropriate  and 
apply  the  said  income  to  the  relief  of  such  of  the  said 
tribe,  as  may  have  necessity  therefor. 

Febniary  25,  1783. 


Chapter  87. 

Char).    87  I^T^-'^OLVE   requiring   all  officers  of  the  MASSACnUSETTS 

^  '  line  of  the  army,  to  apply  to  the  committee  for  set- 

tling WITH  the  army,  for  THE  ADJUSTMENT  OF  THEIR 
ACCOUNTS,  ON  OR  BEFORE  THE  1st  OF  JULY  NEXT,  AND  TO 
CALL  UPON  OFFICERS  WHO  HAVE  RECEIVED  MONEY  AND 
CLOATHING,  TO  MAKE  RETURN  TO  SAID  COMMITTEE,  ON  OR 
BEFORE  THE  1st  OF  M^FNEXT. 

It  being  represented  to  this  Court,  that  many  of  the 
o  fleers  and  soldiers  belonging  to  the  Massachusetts  line  of 
the  Continental  army,  have  neglected  to  apply  for  the  set- 


1782.  —  January  Session.  409 

dement  of  their  accounts,  to  December  31,  1780,  and  it 
heinr/  indispensably  necessari/  that  all  such  accounts  should 
be  closed  without  further  delay,  that  this  Commonwealth 
may  ascertain  the  amount  of  the  sum  paid  the  army  to 
that  period : 

Resolved,  That  all  officers  and  soldiers  belonging-  to  the 
Massachusetts  line  of  the  army,  whose  accounts  are  still 
unsettled,  to  December  31,  1780,  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
required,  oilher  by  themselves  or  orders,  to  apply  to  the 
committee  ai)pointed  to  settle  their  accounts,  in  Boston, 
on  or  before  the  first  day  of  July  next,  for  the  adjustment 
thereof,  as  the  books  will  be  closed  after  that  day,  and 
the  committee  discharged  fr(jm  any  further  attendance  on 
that  business. 

And  whereas  sundry  officers  have  received  recruiting 
money  and  cloathing,  but  have  not  made  return  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  disposition  thereof,  ivhich  has  prevented  a  settle- 
ment with  the  other  officers  of  such  regiments :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  any  officer  who  has  received  money  or 
cloathing  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  neglect  to  make  return  of 
the  disposition  thereof  to  the  committee  aforesaid,  on  or 
l)efore  the  first  day  of  May  next,  shall  be  charged  with  the 
amount  of  such  money  or  cloathing,  to  be  deducted  out  of 
what  may  be  due  to  him.  And  the  committee  for  settling 
with  the  army,  are  hereby  directed  to  govern  themselves, 
in  the  settlement  of  the  said  accounts,  accordingly. 

And  in  order  that  seasonable  notice  may  be  given  to  the 
army  of  these  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  settling  with  the 
army,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  dii-ected,  to  transmit,  with- 
out delay,  copies  of  these  resolves  to  the  commanding- 
officer  of*  the  Massachusetts  line,  at  camp,  who  is  hereby 
requested  to  communicate  the  same,  as  soon  as  possible, 
to  all  who  may  be  concerned  therein.  And  the  said 
committee  are  also  directed  to  order  such  publications  in 
news-papers,  or  otherwise,  as  they  shall  judge  necessary 
to  give  proper  notice  to  those  officers  and  soldiers  who 
may  be  absent  from  camp.  February  25,  1783. 


Chapter  88. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  ABIJAH PRESCOTT,  OF  GROTON. 

On  the  petition  of  Abijah  Prescott,  of  Groton,   in  the 
county  of  Middlesex,  setting  forth,  that  Silas  Hedges  of 


Chap.  88 
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Dunl):ivton,  iii  the  county  of  Hillsborough,  and  State  of 
New  ILunpshire,  Physician,  at  a  Court  of  Common  Plcax,, 
held  at  Concord,  in  the  said  county  o/" Middlesex,  on  the 
second  Tuesday  of  March,  A  D.  1779,  recovered  judg- 
ment against  Samuel  Tarbell  of  the  said  Groton,  yeoman, 
for  the  sum  of  two  hundred  eight  pounds  ten  shillings  and 
eight  pence,  damages  and  costs  of  suit;  and  that  a  vn'it  of 
execution  issued  tJiereon,  and  was  delivered  to  the  said 
Abijah,  tJien  under  sheriff  for  the  said  county  of  Middle- 
sex, to  serve  and  execute;  and  that  he,  according  to  due 
form  (flaw,  served  and  executed  the  same  in  part,  hy  levy- 
ing it  on  the  lands  of  the  said  Tarbell,  lying  in  the  said 
Groton,  ayid  returned  the  same  to  the  Clerk  of  said  Court, 
as  the  law  directs;  and  that  the  same  is  mislaid  and  lost, 
whereby  the  said  Silas's  title  to  the  said  lands  is  defective, 
and  the  said  Abijah  become  liable  to  his  suit;  and pj'aying 
for  relief  in  the  j^remlses  : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Silas  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
empowered  to  sue  out  of  the  said  Clerk's  office  an  alias 
execution  on  the  said  judgment ;  and  that  the  said  Abijah 
be,  and  he  is  herel)y  empowered,  to  make  a  return  in  the 
same  manner  and  form,  and  of  the  same  tenor  as  was  made 
on  the  said  writ  of  execution  so  mislaid  and  lost ;  and  the 
said  alias  writ  of  execution,  and  the  return  thereon  made 
and  declared  on  oath,  before  any  Justice  of  the  Peace  of 
the  said  count}^  who  is  empowered  to  administer  the  same 
by  the  said  Abijah  to  be  of  the  same  form  and  tenor  as 
the  return  made  by  him  on  the  writ  so  mislaid  and  lost, 
duly  returned  and  filed  in  the  said  Clerk's  office,  shall  be 
good  and  valid  to  make  good  and  secure  the  title  of  the 
said  Silas  to  the  lands  in  the  same  returns  specified, 
against  the  claims  of  all  persons  ;  and  that  the  sherifi:'  of 
the  said  county  of  Middlesex,  said  Abijah  and  Clerk  be 
indemnified,  and  kept  harmless  fi'om  any  action,  suit  or 
demand,  that  may  be  brought  against  any  of  them,  as 
fully  and  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  said  first  writ  of 
execution  had  not  been  lost,  but  was  still  remaining  on  the 
records  of  the  said  court.  February/  25,  1783. 

Cliapter  89. 

Chap.  89  RESOLVE  ON  the  petition  of  asauel  goodenow. 

On  the  petition  q/"Asahel  Goodenow  : 
Resolved,  That  the  operation  of  the  writ  of  execution 
therein  mentioned,  or  any  other  that  may  issue  to  satisfy 
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the  judgment  rendered  against  the  said  Gondenow  and 
others,  as  descril)ed  in  the  said  petition,  l)e,  and  herel>y 
is,  sus})ended  until  the  third  Wednesday  of  the  next  sit- 
ting of  the  General  Court, 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  said  Goodenow 
serve  Jeremiah  Cady,  named  in  the  said  [)etiti()n,  with  an 
attested  copy  thereof,  together  with  the  proceedings  of 
the  General  Court  thereon,  that  he  may  be  thereby  noti- 
fied to  appear  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  next 
sitting  of  the  General  Court,  to  shew  cause,  if  any  he 
have,  why  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  should  not  be 
granted.  February  26,  1788. 

Chapter  90. 

A  GRANT  OF  ONE  HUNDRED  POUNDS  TO  WILLIAM  BAKER,  MES-  (JJif,,,     QQ 
SENGER  OF  THE  GENERAL  COURT.  '  ' 

0)1  the  petition  of  William  Baker,  messenger  to  the 
Genevcd  Court: 

Resolved,  That  there  l)e  paid  out  of  the  pul)lic  treasury 
of  this  Commonwealth,  to  William  Baker,  messenger  to 
the  General  Court,  one  hundred  pounds,  being  in  full  for 
six  months  service,  ending  this  day. 

February  26,  1783. 

Chfipter  91. 

RESOLVE   ON   THE  PETITION  OF  LEMUEL  KOLLOCK,  DIRECTING  Qhafyy     Ql 
THE  TREASURER  TO  REDEEM  CERTAIN  CERTIFICATES  ISSUED  ^  ' 

ON  THE  TAX  GRANTED  BY  THE  GENERAL  COURT  IN  OCTOBER, 
1781. 

On  the  2^etition  of  Lemuel  Kollock,  praying  that  the 

Treasurer  may  he  directed  to  redeem  the  certificates  wJtich 

were  issued  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  and 

funded  on  the  tax  granted  by  the  General  Court  in  October, 

1781: 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  hereby  is  directed,  to  pay  out  of  the  money  appro- 
priated from  the  tax  granted  by  the  General  Court  of  this 
Commonwealth,  in  October,  1781,  to  any  person  who  shall 
produce  any  of  the  certificates  which  were  funded  on  the 
said  tax,  the  full  sum  for  which  the  said  certificates  were 
given,  if  there  is  money  in  the  treasury  which  has  arisen 
from  the  said  tax  ;   if  not,  the  Treasurer  is  hereby  directed 
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to  give  ii  receipt  or  order  on  some  deficient  constable  or 
collector  of  the  said  tax,  for  tlie  sum  the  said  certificates 
amount  to,  provided  the  possessor  of  such  certificates  is 
willing  to  take  the  same.  February  26,  1783, 


Chap.  92 


Cliapter  92. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  J0/7.V  HALDAN. 

On  the  petition  q/'John  IIaldan,^;mj//??_i7  tJiat  his  arjed 
parents,  iioiu  living  in  New  York,  7nay  he  permAtted  to 
remove,  with  their  effects,  in  the  first  fag  from  New  York, 
to  Massachusetts  or  Rhode  Island,  and  to  reside  with  tlie 
petitioner  in  Boston  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  l)e  granted, 
and  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  send  for  his  said 
parents,  wdio  are  hereby  permitted  to  remove  from  JSfew 
York,  into  this  Commonwealth,  together  with  their  effects, 
in  the  first  flag  that  may  sail  from  thence  to  this  State,  or 
to  Rhode  Island.  February  28,  1783. 

Cliapter  93. 

Chan    93  resolve  allowing  tay  to  the  non-commissioned  officers 

^  '  AND    PRIVATES  AVHO    W'ERE   PREVENTED   RECEIVING   THEIR 

respective  shares  in  a  GRATUITY  GRANTED  BY  A  RESOLVE 
PASSED  loTH  JAXUARY,  1781. 

Whereas  many  of  the  no7i-conimissioned  officers  and 
jirivates,  belonging  to  the  Massachusetts  line  in  the  army 
of  the  United  States,  mere  prevented  receiving  the  whole  or 
a  part  of  their  respective  shares  in  a  gratuity  granted  by 
a  resolve  of  the  General  Court,  passed  the  \bth  0/ January, 
1781,  by  reason  of  their  having  been  absent  from  camp, 
at  tlie  time  when  the  committee  appointed  to  distribute  the 
said  gratuities  pi'oceeded  to  camp  for  tlie  said  purjjose : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  each  and  every  of  the 
said  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  named  in 
the  annexed  schedule,  if  alive  and  in  case  of  their  decease, 
to  their  legal  representatives,  or  to  any  of  their  orders, 
signed  in  the  presence  of,  and  attested  by  a  commissioned 
officer  of  the  said  line,  the  sums  set  to  their  respective 
names  in  the  said  schedule,  provided  it  shall  be  certified 
under  the  hand  of  such  commissioned  officer,  that  the  said 


1782.  —  Januaky  Skssion.  413 

non-coinini.s.sioncd  officer  or  private  was  inlisted  in  the 
army  previous  to  the  2d  of  December,  1780,  and  lor  the 
term  during  tlic  time  of  the  continuance  of  tlie  Avar. 

And  7vhereas  it  may  have  happened  that  some  of  the 
aforenamed  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  may 
have  been  disabled  in  the  service,  and  received  a  regular 
discharge,  and  living  at  a  great  distance  from  any  com- 
missioned officer  of  the  line  aforesaid,  it  may  be  difficult  to 
obtain  a  certificate  as  is  before  provided : 

Resolved,  That  in  all  such  cases  the  aforenamed  non- 
commissioned officers  and  privates,  or  any  of  them  (if 
alive,  and  in  case  of  their  decease,  their  legal  representa- 
tives) shall  l)e  entitled  to  receive  out  of  the  treasury,  the 
sums  set  to  their  names  respectively  in  the  aforesaid 
schedule,  provided  a  certificate  of  such  regular  discharge 
shall  be  produced  to  the  Treasurer,  or  a  copy  of  the  same, 
attested  by  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  within  this  Common- 
wealth, any  thing  contained  in  the  aforesaid  resolve  to  the 
contrarj^  notwithstanding.  March  5,  1783. 


Chapter  94. 

RESOLVE    ON    THE    PETITION    OF    THE     HON.    LEVI    LINCOLN,  Ckcip.    94 
ESQ;     GRANTING     HIM     ONE     HUNDRED    POUNDS    TWELVE  ^  ' 

SHILLINGS. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Hon.  Levi  Lincoln,  Esq;  on  behalf 
of  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Coinmon  Pleas,  Sherif  and 
other  officers  of  the  county  of  Worcester,  praying  the 
order  of  this  court  for  the  payment  of  sundry  costs  of 
court  arisen  from  the  prosecution  of  certain  libels,  against 
the  estates  of  sundry  conspirators  and  absentees,  lying 
ivithin  the  said  county,  a  schedule  tchereof,  ivitJi  the  several 
bills  of  costs  properly  attested,  accompany  the  same: 

Resolved,  That  there  be  granted  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury,  to  Levi  Lincoln,  Esq  ;  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  pounds  twelve  shillings,  to  be  by  him  paid  in  dis- 
charge of  the  several  bills  of  costs  taxed  on  the  several  suits 
respectively  l)rought  on  libels  filed  and  prosecuted  at  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  in  and  for  the  county  of  Wo7xes- 
ter,  against  the  estates  of  certain  conspirators  and  absen- 
tees lying  witliin  the  said  county,  specified  in  the  schedule 
as  aforesaid.  February  27,  1783. 
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Chapter  95. 


CliaV'    95  liESOLVE    ON   THE    PETITION   OF    JOHIAU  JONES 
^  '  EMPOWERING  THE  JUDGE  OF   PROBATE    OF   W 


AND  OTHERS, 
WILLS  FOR  THE 
COUNTY  OF  BERKSHIRE,  TO  CONDUCT  WITH  REGARD  TO  A 
CERTAIN  WILL   MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  o/"  Josiah  Jones,  and  others,  2y)'cii/hirffor 
reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition,  that  the  Judije  of  Pro- 
hate  of  wills,  for  the  county  of  Berkshire,  may  he  antJior- 
ised  and  empowered  to  approve  the  last  will  and  testament 
of  Elijah  Jones  late  of  Stockbridge,  in  the  said  county, 
deceased,  the  said  will  not  heing  signed  hy  more  than  tu'o 
w itn esses  notwithstanding . 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  l)e  so  far 
granted,  that  the  said  Judge  be,  and  he  herel)y  is  author- 
ized and  empowered,  in  all  respects,  to  conduct,  with 
regard  to  the  said  will,  in  the  same  manner  as  he  might 
have  done  had  the  said  will  been  signed  by  three  witnesses, 
any  law  of  this  Commonwealth  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

Provided  nevertheless.  That  the  aforesaid  Josiah  shall 
declare  under  oath,  before  the  said  Judge,  that  tlie  said 
will  was,  in  his  presence  and  hearing,  read  to  the  said 
Elijah,  and  that  he  the  said  Elijah  did  consent  to  the 
same.  February  28,  1783. 


Chap.  06 


Chap.  97 


Chapter  96. 

A  GRANT  OF  SEVENTEEN  POUNDS  FOURTEEN  SHILLINGS 
AND  SIX  PENCE,  TO  CAPT.  SAMUEL  HOWARD,  FOR  BRING- 
ING UP  TWO  INDIANS  FROM  THE  EASTWARD,  AND  BOARD- 
ING; AS  ALSO  THREE  POUNDS  TWELVE  SHILLINGS  FOR 
CARRYING  THEM   BACK. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid,  to  Capt. 
Samuel  Howard,  out  of  the  public  treasury  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, the  sum  oi  seventeen  pounds  foui^teen  shillings 
and  six  j)6nce,  for  bringing  up  from  the  eastward  two 
Indian  chiefs,  and  1)oarding  them  while  in  town  ;  and  that 
a  further  sum  of  three  jiounds  tivelve  shillings  be  allowed 
and  paid  to  him,  for  carrying  them  down  again. 

February  28,  1783. 

Chapter  97. 

RESOLVE   ON  THE   PETITION   OF    SIMEON   MATO. 

On  the  petition  of  Simeon  Mayo,  praying  that  the 
default  suffered  at  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  last  holden  at 
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Falmouth,  within  and  for  the  coi^i^y  o/'Cuinl)erl:uul,  upon 
a  libel  JiJed  (Kjainmt  a  certain  estate,  ff.s-  the  i)riiperty  of 
Francis  Waldo,  «?i  absentee,  mentioned  in  the  said  'peti- 
tion^ may  be  talcen  oif\  and  the  said  Mayo  admitted  to 
defend  the  same : 

Resolved,  That  the  Justices  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  within  and  for  the  county  of  Cumberland,  be,  and 
they  hereby  are  empowered  and  directed,  to  take  off  the 
default  mentioned  in  the  said  petition  ;  and  that  such  trial 
of  the  said  libel  upon  the  merits  thereof,  may  be  had 
before  the  same  Court,  at  any  future  term  of  its  sitting, 
as  if  the  same  had  been  regularly  continued  from  the  last 
term  of  the  said  Court's  sitting  to  the  next,  and  the  default 
aforementioned  had  never  happened.  March  5,  1783. 

Chapter  98. 

RESOLVE  REQUESTING   HIS   EXCELLENCY    THE    GOVERNOR    TO  flT.fr,.     OQ 
WRITE  TO    LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR    BOWEN,   RELATIVE    TO  ^'^^U''    ^'^ 
THE   MEASURES  TAKEN   BY   THE    GENERAL  COURT   TO    SUP- 
PRESS THE   DISORDERS  ALLUDED   TO   IN    HIS  LETTER. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be,  and  lie  is  lierel)y 
requested,  to  write  to  Lieutenant-Governor  Bowen,  in 
answer  to  his  letter  of  the  third  instant  (which  has  l)een 
by  the  Governor  laid  before  this  Court)  informing  him, 
that  the  legislature  of  this  Commonwealth,  has  passed  an 
act  to  suspend  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus, 
for  a  time  therein  limited,  whereby  the  Supreme  Execu- 
tive is  vested  with  powers  fully  competent  to  the  purpose 
of  suppressing  the  disorders  alluded  to  ;  advising  him  of 
the  proceedings  which  have  been  had  in  consequence  of 
the  act^  beforementioned,  and  assuring  him  that  such 
further  measures  shall  lie  immediatel}^  taken,  as  shall  be 
adapted  effectually  to  prevent  the  repetition  of  such  enor- 
mities. March  3,  1783. 

Chapter  99. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  TETITION  OF   JAMES   BOWDOIN,  ESQ;   JAMES  fij.fjj)      Of) 
BOWDOIN,   JUN.    AND    JOHN    READ,   GRANTING    PERMISSION  ^'"^i'*    ^^' 
TO    PROCEED    TO    NEW    YORK,    UNDER    CERTAIN    RESTRIC- 
TIONS. 

On  the  petition  of  James  Bowdoin,  James  Bowdoin, 
jun.  and  John  Kead  : 
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Resolved,  That  the  said  James  Bowdoin,  jun.  and  John 
Head,  or  either  of  them,  1)e,  and  herel)y  are  permitted  and 
allowed  to  proceed,  either  ])y  land  or  water,  to  JSTew  York, 
and  there  to  transact  the  business  mentioned  in  the  said 
petition  ;  and  in  case  they,  or  either  of  them,  shall  procure 
payment  in  money  or  goods,  for  the  cattle,  sheep  and 
other  stock,  taken  from  the  island  JSTaushan,  by  the  troops, 
or  by  persons  employed  under  British  government,  since 
the  commencement  of  hostilities,  in  Ajyril,  1775,  such 
goods  or  money  shall  be,  and  hereby  are  permitted,  to  be 
brought  into  this  State,  and  shall  not  be  subjected  or  liable 
to  seizure.  And  the  government  and  good  people  of  the 
States  of  Hhode  Island  and  Connecticut,  and  of  all  the 
United  States  oi  America,  are  liereb}^  requested  to  permit 
the  said  money  or  goods  to  pass  into  this  State,  without 
stoppage  or  molestation,  and  to  be  aiding  and  assisting 
therein,  if  necessary.  And  any  necessary  servant  is 
hereby  permitted  to  attend  them,  or  either  of  them,  in 
transacting  the  said  business. 

Provided  nevertheless,  This  resolve  shall  not  be  con- 
strued to  permit  any  other  goods  to  be  imported  into 
this  State,  than  shall  be  bona  fide  for  the  payment  of  the 
stock  aforesaid ;  and  that  the  said  petitioners  give  bond, 
with  sufficient  securities,  in  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
pounds,  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  that  a 
strict  compliance  with  this  resolve  shall  be  observed,  and 
make  oath  that  they  will  not  carry  any  intelligence  to  the 
enemy  prejudicial  to  the  interest  of  the  United  States. 

March  1,  1783. 


Chapter  100. 

OJinV  100  i^K'^OLYE  KEQUESTING   THE   GOVERNOR  TO    DIRECT   TFIE    COM- 
^  '  MISSARY   OF    PRISONERS   TO    EXCHANGE    THOMAS    5E.V.S0.V, 

FRAXCIS     DORATY    AND     ABEL     COFFIN,     PRISONERS      ON 
PAROLE. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Thomas  Benson,  Francis  Doraty 
and  Abel  Coffin,  inhahitants  of  this  GommoiuceaJth , 
2)risoners  under  parole,  praying  they  may  be  exchanged, 
as  they  have  ships  ready  for  sailing,  and  loaiting  for  that 
purpose : 

Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be  requested 
to  direct  the  Commissary  of  prisoners  to  exchange  the 
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said  Benson,  Doraty  and  Coffin,  as  soon  as  may  be, 
that  they  may  be  able  to  proceed  on  their  intended 
voyages.  March  5,  1783. 

Chapter  101. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  TIMOTHY  SMITH,  OF  TAUNTON,  CkcipAOl 
EMPOWERING    HIM    TO    SELL    THE    TRACT    OF    LAND    MEN-  ^  ' 

TIONED. 

On  tlie  j^^tition  of  Timoth}^  Smith,  of  Taunton,  in  the 
county  of  Bristol,  gnardian  to  Azariah  Thayer,  a  minor, 
son  of  Azariah  Thayer,  late  of  said  Taunton,  deceased, 
2)rayinf/  for  liberty  to  sell  ticenty-five  acres  of  land,  belong- 
ing to  the  said  minor,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  his  jyetition  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
•and  that  tlie  said  Timothy  ISmitli,  in  his  capacity  as  guar- 
dian be,  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  and  empowered,  to 
sell  the  said  tract  of  land  for  the  most  the  same  will  fetch, 
and  make  and  execute  a  good  and  lawful  deed  or  deeds, 
to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  thereof,  observing  the  rules 
of  law  for  the  sale  of  real  estates  by  executors  and  admin- 
istrators, he  first  giving  sufficient  security  to  the  Judge  of 
Probate  for  the  county  of  Bristol,  that  the  proceeds  of  the 
sale  of  the  said  land  be  put  on  interest,  and  lioth  principal 
and  interest  paid  to  the  said  minor,  or  his  legal  represent- 
ative, when  he  shall  arrive  to  full  age.       Marcli  3,  1783. 

Chapter  102. 


PETITION  OF  JOSEPH  LOPEZ,  ADMINISTRA-  Hl.n^^  102 
;TATE    of  AARON  LOPEZ,  LATE   OF   LEWES-  ^       1  ' 


RESOLVE   ON  THE 

TOR  ON  THE   ESTATE 

TER,  IN  THE   COUNTY  OF    WORCESTER,   DECEASED. 

On  tlte  2)etition  of  Joseph  Lopez,  administrator  on  the 
estate  of  Aaron  Lopez,  late  of  Leicester,  in  the  county  of 
Worcester,  deceased,  (and  others)  praying  for  liberty 
to  maJce  sale  of  the  real  estate  of  the  said  deceased,  lying 
in  the  said  Leicester,  for  reasons  in  their  petition  set 
forth : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  said  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  he,  the  said  Joseph  Lopez,  in  his  said  capacity 
be,  and  he  hereliy  is  authorized  and  empowered,  to  sell 
all  the  real  estate  mentioned  in  the  said  petition,  for  the 
most  the  same  will  fetch,  and  to  make  and  execute  a  good 
and  lawfid  deed  or  deeds  of  the  same,  to  the  purchaser  or 
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purchasers,  he  o])serving  the  rules  and  directions  of  tlie 
law  for  the  sale  of  i"cal  estates  by  executors  and  adminis- 
trators, he  first  givinof  sufficient  security  to  the  Judge  of 
Probate  for  the  said  county  of  Worcester,  that  the  pro- 
ceeds arising  by  the  sale  of  the  said  estate  be  put  and  kept 
on  interest,  for  the  benefit  of  the  heirs  of  said  deceased  ; 
and  that  the  interest  of  one  third  part  of  the  proceeds  be 
paid  to  the  widow  of  the  said  deceased  annually,  during 
her  natural  life  ;  and  the  other  two  thirds,  together  with 
the  interest,  to  be  paid  to  each  heir,  their  legal  proportion 
severally  as  they  shall  arrive  to  full  age  ;  and  the  remain- 
ing tliird,  after  the  said  widow's  decease,  to  be  paid  to  the 
heirs  in  like  proportion.  March  4,  1783. 

Chapter  103. 

C/irO?.103  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION   OF   HANNAH  DURANT. 

On  the  petition  o/"  Hannah  Durant : 

liesolved,  That  the  committee  for  settling  with  the  army 
be,  and  hereby  are  directed,  to  make  up  the  depreciation 
of  the  wages  due  to  Ephraim  Durant,  a  sergeant,  late  in 
the  corps  of  artillery,  under  the  command  of  Col.  Revere, 
as  others  were  made  up  in  said  corps,  as  the  said  Epliraim 
joined  the  Continental  army  immediately  up.on  being  dis- 
charged from  the  said  corps,  and  was  thereby  deprived 
of  the  opportunity  of  applying,  as  others  did  who  were  at 
home,  and  whose  depreciations  were  made  up. 

March  5,  1783. 

Chapter  104. 

Choi)  104  RESOLVE  PREVENTING  SAMUEL  LEONARD,   OF    WEST  SPRING- 
^  '  FIELD,    FROM   BEING    A    SUFFERER    IN    HIS    PURCHASES    OF 

BEEF,  FOR    THE    UNITED    STATES,   IN    THE    YEAR    1779    AND 
1780. 

Whereas  Samuel  Leonard,  of  West  Springfield,  one  of 
the  Deputies  of  the  Commissary  General  of  JPurchases  for 
the  United  /States,  in  the  years  1779  and  1780,  did,  in  the 
jierformance  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  purcJiase  of  sundry 
2)ersons,  a  quantity  of  beef,  for  tvhich  he  gave  his  jiromis- 
sary  note  to  the  said piersons ;  which  notes  he  is  liahle  to  he 
sued  for,  and  for  ivhich  judgment  must  be  given  according 
to  the  scale  of  depreciation  of  this  Gommomvealth ;  and  as 
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the  said  Leonard's  accounts  have  been  settled  by  the  Gon- 
tinenfal  scale  of  depreciation^  whereby  he  is  likely  to  be  a 
(jreat  sufferer  in  tJie  said  purchases :  In  order  to  irrevent 
wJiicJi, 

It  is  Resolved,  Tliut  said  jSamitel  Leonard  make  a  return 
of  the  notes,  with  the  dates  and  siuns  for  which  he  stands 
chargealjlc,  to  the  Secretary  of  this  Commonwealth,  who 
is  hereby  directed  to  certify  to  the  Commissary  General 
of  Purchases,  the  sum  that  the  said  Leonard  will  be  obliged 
to  pay  on  the  principal  of  the  said  notes,  according  to  the 
scale  of  depreciation  of  this  Connnonwealth. 

March  5,  1783. 


Chapter  105. 

5RAL  rj],r.jy  105 
rp:specting  stores  delivered  by  order  of  govern-         -^  ' 


RESOLVE  GIVING   DIRECTIONS  TO   THE   COMMISSARY  GENERAL 
RESPE 
MENT. 


On  the  memorial  of  the  Commissary  General: 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissary  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
directed,  in  all  cases  of  doubt  whether  the  stores  he 
has  delivered  b}"  order  of  Government  ought  to  be 
charged  to  the  United  States,  to  make  application  to  the 
(iovernor  and  Council,  who  are  hereby  requested  to  give 
all  necessary  direction  upon  such  application. 

March  5,  1783. 


Chapter  106. 

RESOLVE  GRANTING  PAY  TO  CAPT.  SAMUEL  CARR,  FOR  A 
DEPRECIATION  NOTE,  PAYABLE  THE  FIRST  OF  MARCH, 
1783. 

On  the  memorial  of  Capt.  Samuel  Carr,  Muster  blaster 
for  the  eastward  department, ]}rayin<j  for  payment  of  one 
depreciation  note,  dated  January  1,  1780  : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  tlie  treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth,  the  depreciation  note,  so  called,  due  to, 
and  being  the  property  of  Capt.  Samuel  Carr,  the  said 
note  having  the  j^romise  of  payment  the  first  of  March, 
1783,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  his  memorial,  any  law  or 
resolve  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Marcli  5,  1788. 


Chap.im 
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Chapter  107. 

Chap.107  RESOLVE  empowering  the  committee  for  methodizing 

^  *  ACCOUNTS,   TO   HIRE    A   SUITABLE    PERSON   TO    SETTLE    THE 

ACCOUNTS   01'^    THE    LATE    BOARD    OF    WAR,    UNDER    THEIR 
DIRECTION. 

On  the  7'epresentation  of  John  Deming,  Peter  Boyer, 
and  Stephen  Gorham,  the  committee  for  methodizing  and 
stating  the  pnblic  accounts,  irraying  for  direction  respecting 
the  tjooks  and  palmers  of  the  late  Board  of  War: 

Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  l)e,  and  they  are 
hereby  authorized  and  directed,  to  hire  some  suitable 
person  to  examine  and  settle  the  accounts  of  the  late 
Board  of  War,  to  be  under  the  direction  of  the  Com- 
mittee aforesaid,  which  Committee  are  hereby  directed 
to  make  return  of  any  balances  due  on  the  said  l)ooks  as 
heretofore  ordered,  and  make  report  of  the  state  of  the 
said  l)ooks  and  accounts,  to  the  General  Court  as  soon 
as  may  be.  March  5,  17 S3. 

Chapter  108. 


Chew  108  RESOLVE  ON  THE  REPRESENTATION  OF  SIEUR 
^  '  BE   L'ETOMBE,   REQUESTING   THE   GOVERNO 


(7%?.109 


philip  joseph 
;rnor  to  order  a 
number  of  men  to  guard  the  works  mentioned. 

On  the  rejiresentation  of  the  Sieur  Philip  Joseph  de 
L'Etombe,  Consid  General  of  France,  praying  that  the 
several  7corks  in  the  Jiarbonr  of  Boston,  erected  by  tJie 
Count  d'Estaing,  may  be  preserved. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  Ije,  and  he  is  hereby 
requested,  to  order  such  number  of  men  (from  the  com- 
pany under  the  command  of  Capt.  Amos  Lincoln)  as 
he  may  judge  necessary  for  said  purpose  of  guarding 
said  works.  March  S,  1783. 

Chapter   109. 

RESOLVE  EXPLAINING  A  RESOLVE  OF  THE  Uth  FEBRUARY 
LAST,  RELATIVE  TO  DRAWING  OF  WARRANTS  IN  THE 
TREASURY. 

Whereas  it  is  represented  to  this  Coii7't,  thai  in  conse- 
quence of  a  Resolve  of  the  lAth  q/"  February  last,  {contain- 
ing certain  restrictions  respecting  the  drawing  of  vHirrants 
071  the  Treasury  for  Goidinental  services)  difficulties  have 
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arifie)!  in  the  mind.'^  of  the  Supreme  Executive  of  this  Com- 
moincealtJi ,  irith  reyard  to  drawing  any  further  warrants 
on  the  Treasury,  ujmn  certificates  given  by  the  committee 
for  settling  ivith  the  army  for  the  year  1780,  or  for  making 
good  the  dej)reciation  of  wages  up  to  December,  1779,  or 
on  rolls  for  the  sea  coast  service,  or  on  rolls  for  service  done 
on  alarms: 

Therefore  to  remove  all  such  difficulties,  it  is  Resolved, 
That  the  aforesaid  resolve  of  the  14tli  o^  February  last,  is 
not  to  be  so  construed  or  understood,  as  to  interfere  in  any 
measure  with  the  drawing  of  warrants  on  the  Treasury,  as 
usual,  for  the  purposes  above  enumerated;  but  the  Gov- 
ernor with  advice  of  Council,  is  requested  to  proceed 
in  all  those  cases  in  the  same  manner,  as  by  the  law^s  and 
resolves  of  this  Commonwealth,  he  might  have  done  had 
the  said  resolve  of  the  14th  of  February  never  been 
pjissed.  March  6,  1783. 


Chapter  llO. 

RESOLVE   ON  THE   PETITION  OF   SALLY  POOL. 

On  the  petition  of  Sally  Pool,  praying  that  the  com^ 
mitteefor  sale  of  absentees  estates  in  the  county  of  Middle- 
sex, may  be  alloived  to  pay  her  the  amount  of  a  certain 
note  of  hand,  mentioned,  in  the  said  petition  due  from 
Joseph  Thompson,  an  absentee. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  be,  and  they  are 
hereb}'  empow^ered  and  directed,  to  pay  the  amount  of  the 
said  note,  with  the  interest  on  the  same,  to  the  said  8ally 
J^ool,  or  her  order,  if  so  much  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale 
of  the  said  Thomj^son's  estate  shall  remain  in  their  hands, 
after  all  tlie  sums  certified  by  the  Judge  of  Probate  for 
the  said  county,  as  due  from  the  said  Thompson's  estate 
shall  be  discharged.  March  7,  1783. 

Chapter  111. 

RESOLVE   ON   THE    PETITION   OF  THE   SELECTMEN    OF   NORTH- 
BRIDGE. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  Northbridge,  setting 
forth  that  they  have  lost  a  pay  roll  for  the  ivages  of  seven 
men,  sent  into  the  public  service  by  said  tov^n  in  the  year 
1780,  and  praying  for  the  payment  of  the  said  ivages. 


Chap.no 


Chap.m 
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Resolved,  That  the  Governor  with  advice  of  Council, 
l)e  requested  to  make  out  a  warrant  on  the  Treasurer  of 
this  Commonwealth,  in  favour  of  the  selectmen  oi  JSForth- 
hridge,  for  the  sum  that  shall  appear  (b}'^  a  certificate  from 
committee  on  muster  rolls)  to  be  due  to  the  said  soldiers, 
the  said  selectmen  to  be  accountable  to  the  Treasurer 
aforesaid,  for  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  said  money, 
which  may  hereafter  appear  was  not  their  just  due. 

March  7,  1783. 

Chapter  112. 

(7/?a79.112  RESOLVE  GRANTING  S/MOiV  STO IF,  ESQ;  THIRTY-FOUR  POUNDS, 
^  '  TO  ENABLE  HIM  TO  CARRY  ON  A  CERTAIN  LAW  SUIT. 

On  the  petition  of  Simon  Stow,  agent  on  the  estate  of 
Henry  Barns,  of  Marlborough,  an  absentee,  praying  that 
a  sum  of  money  may  he  paid  to  him  out  of  the  public 
treasury,  to  enable  him  to  carry  on  a  law  suit  against 
a  former  agent  on  said  estate,  and  also  for  the  expences 
which  have  accrued  to  him  in  his  agency  as  aforesaid: 

liesolved.  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of 
this  Commonwealth,  to  the  aforesaid  Simon  Stow,  the 
sum  of  thirty  four  pounds  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  he 
to  be  accountable  for  the  same.  March  10,  1783. 


C/mi9.113 


Chapter  113. 

RESOLVE  ON  A  REPRESENTATION  FROM  A  NUMBER  OF  THE 
INHABITANTS  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  DARTMOUTH,  IMPOWERING 
BENJAMIN  RUSSELL,  ESQ;  TO  LEASE  OUT  A  PART  OF  NAS- 
HAWINNAH,  ONE  OF  THE  ELIZABETH  ISLANDS,  THE  PROP- 
ERTY OF  GRIZEL  SANFORD,  AN  ABSENTEE. 

On  a  representation,  from  a  number  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town  of  Dartmouth,  setting  forth,  that  a  part  of  one 
of  the  Elizabeth  Islands,  belongeth  to  one  Grizel  Sanford, 
an  absentee,  and  that  no  ijerson  at  jjresent  has  any  legal 
possession  thereof: 

liesolved.  That  Benjamin  Russell,  Esq  ;  be  a  committee 
to  take  that  part  oi  JVdshaiviniiah,  one  of  the  Elizabeth 
Islands,  which  is  the  property  of  Grizel  Sanford,  an 
absentee,  into  his  possession,  and  that  the  said  Benjamin 
Russell  be,  and  he  hereby  is  directed  and  impowered,  to 
lease  out  the  same  at  public  auction  for  one  year  from  the 


1782.  —  January  Session.  423 

first  dii}'  of  Ajwil  next,  and  so  on  from  one  year  to  another 
till  the  further  order  of  this  Court,  and  that  the  rent  be 
})aid  by  the  lessee,  before  he  enters  thereon,  and  also  that 
proper  notice  be  given  of  the  said  auction  by  putting  up 
notitications  in  the  said  town  of  Dartmouth ;  and  the  said 
Benjamin  Mufisell  is  further  directed  to  make  out  two 
leases  to  be  interchangeably  signed,  one  of  which  to  be 
kept  by  the  said  Benjamin  Russell,  and  in  the  said  lease 
shall  oblige  the  lessee  to  deliver  up  the  estate  at  the 
expiration  of  the  term  in  as  good  repair  as  he  found  it, 
and  the  monies  arising  from  such  sale,  the  said  Benjamin 
Itussell  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  into  the  Treasury  of  this 
Conunon wealth,  taking  duplicate  receipts  therefor,  one  of 
which  to  l)e  lodged  with  the  Secretary,  and  that  the  money 
be  })aid  into  the  Treasury  within  thirty  days  after  receiv- 
ing it. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  said  Benjamin 
Russell  be,  and  he  hereby  is  impowered  and  directed,  to 
bring  all  necessary  actions  for  an}^  strip,  waste  or  dam- 
age done  on  the  said  estate  in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner 
as  if  he  was  the  lawful  owner  thereof,  and  that  the  afore- 
said Benjamin  Russell  he,  and  he  hereby  is  directed  to  lay 
his  account  before  the  General  Court  for  examination, 
allo^vance  and  payment.  March  8,  1783. 

Chapter  114. 

RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  JUSTICES  OF  THE  SUPREME  JUDICIAL  ChaV.^^^ 
COURT    TO    PROCEED    IN     THE    ADJUSTMENT    OF     SOLDIERS  ^' 

NOTES  BY   SUCH   RETURNS  AS   HAVE  BEEN   MADE. 

WJiereas  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  are 
apj)ointed'to  adjust  the  principal  and  interest  due  upon  the 
notes  given  to  nuike  up  the  depreciation  of  the  money  to 
the  army ;  and  are  directed  to  liquidate  the  same  according 
to  the  returns  from  the  several  parts  of  the  state  of  the 
average  price  of  sheeps-wool,  sole-leather,  Indian-corn  and 
heef;  hut  there  being  a  deficiency  of  returns  from  the 
various  counties,  and  it  being  necessary  that  the  said  prin- 
cipal and  interest  of  the  notes  due  on  the  first  of  March, 
1783,  shoidd  be  settled: 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  said  Justices  proceed  to 
liquidate  the  said  principal  and  interest,  by  such  returns 
as  have  already  been  made,  and  taking  into  consideration 
at  the  same  time  whatever  certain  information  they  may 
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be  able  to  obtain  from  the  different  parts  of  tliis  Com- 
monwealth, from  whence  there  are  no  returns  made  into 
the  Secretary's  office  as  was  directed.       March  7,  1783. 


Chapter  115. 

Chap.115  RESOLVE  GRANTING  A  TAX  OF  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  TWENTY 
^  POUNDS  FOR  DEFRAYING  THE  CHARGES  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF 

ESSEX,  TO  BE  ASSESSED  ON  THE  INHABITANTS   OF  THE  SAID 
COUNTY. 

Whereas  it  apjyears  from  an  estimate  of  the  Justices  of 
the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the  county 
of  Essex,  that  the  sum  of  seven  hundred  and  tw^enty 
pounds  will  be  necessary  for  defraying  the  charges  of 
the  said  county  for  the  ensuing  year : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  a  tax 
of  seven  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  to  be  apportioned  and 
assessed  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  county  and  estates 
lying  within  the  same,  and  collected,  paid  and  applied  for 
the  use  of  the  said  county  according  to  the  laws  of  this 
Commonwealth.  March  7,  1783. 


Chapter  116. 

G/ia».116  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  CAPT.  HENRY  Z>F£ 7?,  ALLOWING 
^  *  RATIONS  TO  HIS  COMPANY  OF  RANGERS,  IN  THE  YEAR  1780. 

On  the  petition  of  Capt.  Henry  Dyer,  praying  that  he^ 
ivith  the  officers  and  men  belonging  to  his  company  of 
rangers,  so  called,  in  the  year  1780,  may  be  alloived  their 
rations,  whilst  in  the  service  of  this  State,  agreeable  to  a 
7'esolve  of  the  General  Court,  of  the  fifteenth  of  Novem- 
ber, 1780  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissary  General  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  directed,  to  deliver  to  Capt.  Henry  Dyer,  two 
thousand  three  hundred  and  eighty  pounds  of  beef,  with 
an  equal  quantity  of  flour,  in  full  for  the  said  Dyer's  and 
his  company's  rations,  whilst  in  the  service  of  this  State, 
to  be  by  him  delivered  to  each  person  respectively  to 
whom  it  is  due,  taking  duplicate  receipts  for  the  same, 
one  of  which  to  be  returned  into  the  Secretary's  office, 
otherwise  to  account  with  the  said  Commissary  General 
therefor.  March  8,  1783. 
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Chapter  117. 

RESOLVE  ])IRECTING  THE  COMMITTEE  FOR  METHODIZING  PUB-  CliavAVJ 
Lie  ACCOUNTS,  TO  TRANSMIT  TO  MAJOR  GENERAL  LINCOLN,  ^ 

AN  INVOICE  OF  CLOATIIING  DELIVERED  BY  MAJOR  LUNT  TO 
DAVID  BROOKS,  ESQ;  DEPUTY  CLOATHIER  GENERAL,  AND 
TO  MAKE  OUT  AN  ACCOUNT  OF  ALL  MONIES,  &c.  SUPPLIED 
BY  THE  COMMISSARY  GENERAL,  AND  COMMISSARY  OF  PRIS- 
ONERS. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  for  methodizing  and  stat- 
ing the  public  accounts,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  directed, 
to  transmit,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  Major  General  Lincoln, 
an  invoice  of  all  the  cloathing  which  Major  JiJzi'a  Lunt, 
Massachusetts  State  Cloathier,  delivered  David  Brooks, 
Esq  ;  Deputy  Cloathier  General,  with  his  receipts  for  the 
same,  having  first  taken  (to  be  reserved  in  their  office) 
copies  of  the  said  Brooks'  receipt,  examined  and  attested 
to  be  just  and  true,  by  the  Hon.  James  Lovell,  Esq  ; 
Receiver  of  Continental  taxes,  who  is  requested  to  per- 
form this  service. 

And  it  is  further  Ordered,  That  the  committee  aforesaid 
I)e,  and  they  are  hereby  directed,  to  make  out  an  account 
of  all  the  monies  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury,  and  pro- 
visions supplied  by  Richard  Devens,  Esq  ;  Commissary 
General,  to  John  Hojjkins,  Esq  ;  Commissary  of  prisoners, 
with  his  certificate  on  the  account,  and  transmit  the  same 
to  Major  General  Lincoln,  in  order  that  this  Common- 
wealth may  have  credit  for  the  same,  out  of  the  Conti- 
nental tax  for  the  year  1782.  March  10,  1783. 

Chapter   118. 

RESOLVE  IMPOWERING  THE  COURT   OF  GENERAL  SESSIONS  OF  (7^^79.118 
THE   PEACE   IN  THE   COUNTY   OF  MIDDLESEX,    TO    LICENCE  ^  * 

EDWARD  HUNTER  TO  KEEP  TAVERN. 

0)1  the  petition  of  Edward  Hunter,  praying  that  the 
Court  of  General  Sessioiis  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of 
Middlesex,  may  be  impowered  to  grant  the  petitioner 
licence  to  keep  a  public  tavern. 

liesolved.  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  next  to 
bo  holdon  at  Concord,  in  and  for  the  county  o^  Middlesex, 
be  and  are  hereby  impowered,  to  grant  licence  to  Edward 
Hunter,  to  keep  a  public  tavern,  he  producing  a  certificate 
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from  the  selectmen  of  said  town  as  the  laws  directs,  the 
time  for  granting  licences  in  the  said  county,  being  elapsed, 
notwithstanding.  March  10,  1783. 


Chapter  119. 

Chan.W^  RESOLVE  impowering  the  managers  of  a  lottery  for 

■'■  '  repairing  the  bridge  over  the  river  PARKER,  IN  THE 

COUNTY  OF  ESSEX,  TO  RAISE  A  FURTHER  SUM  OF  MONEY. 

Up07i  the  jpetition  o/' Samuel  Moody,  in  behalf  of  Diimei 
Hale,  jprayijig  for  an  alloivance  of  the  balance  of  his 
account  for  repairs  of  the  bridge  over  the  River  Parker, 
in  the  town  of  Newbury. 

Resolved,  That  the  managers  of  the  lottery  for  raising 
money  for  repairing  the  bridge  over  the  said  River  Parher, 
be  and  they  hereby  are  empowered  and  directed,  to  raise 
a  further  sum  of  twenty-nine  pounds,  thirteen  shillinr/s 
and  ttvo  pence,  in  the  second  class  of  the  said  lottery,  and 
pay  the  same  to  the  said  Daniel  Hale,  in  full  discharge  of 
the  balance  due  to  him  as  aforesaid.         March  10,  1783. 


Chapter  130. 

Chan  120  i^esolve  on  the  representation  of  caleb  davis,  esq; 
•^  '  late  agent,  directing  the  committee  for  methodiz- 

ing ACCOUNTS  to  discharge  CERTAIN  SUMS  OF  MONEY, 
AND  ALLOWING  HIM  A  COMMISSION  FOR  SALES,  WITH  DI- 
RECTIONS TO  THE  COMMISSARY  GENERAL. 

On  the  representation  of  Caleb  Davis,  Esq;  late  Agent 
of  this  Commomvealth. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  stating  and  methodiz- 
ing public  accounts,  be  and  they  hereby  are  directed,  to 
charge  to  the  account  of  his  Excellency  John  Hancock,  Esq  ; 
the  sum  o^  fifty-three  pounds  and  seven  shillings,  specie, 
and  also  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  six  pounds,  fourteen 
shillings,  of  the  new  emission,  being  the  amount  of  sundry 
articles  delivered  him  by  the  said  Caleb  Davis,  and  like- 
wise to  charge  to  the  account  oi  Jabez  Hatch,  Esq;  the 
sum  of  eight  hundred  twenty-one  pounds  and  seventeen 
shillings,  being  money  lent  him  as  Deputy  Quarter  Master 
General,  by  the  said  Caleb  Davis;  and  to  allow  the  said 
sums  charged  as  aforesaid,  to  the  said  Caleb  Davis  in  the 
settlement  of  his  accounts. 


1782.  —  January  Session.  427 

Jiesolved  further ,  Thuttbc  said  Caleb  Davis  be,  and  he 
hereby  is  allowed  a  commission  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent, 
on  the  timount  of  the  articles  with  which  he  hath  supplied 
the  United  States,  the  cattle  and  forts,  the  rejected  troops, 
the  laboratory  and  the  hospitals  ;  of  one  and  a  half  per  cent, 
on  the  amount  of  all  cfoods  he  hath  disposed  of  by  sale, 
and  on  the  amount  of  the  articles  which  he  hath  furnished 
the  committee  of  sup])lics  ;  and  of  one  per  cent.  on.  the 
})roceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  ship  Tartar,  and  the  committee 
aforesaid  are  hereby  directed  to  govern  themselves  accord- 
iniily,  in  adjusting  and  bringing  the  accounts  of  the  said 
Caleb  Davis  to  a  final  settlement. 

Resolved  furtJier,  That  the  Commissary  General  be,  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  and  directed,  to  continue  the 
jn'osecution  of  the  action  commenced  by  the  said  Caleb 
Davis,  Agent  as  aforesaid,  against  the  Prize  Brig  JSTon- 
sucJi,  and  to  pursue  the  same  to  final  judgment. 

Resolved  further,  That  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  hereby 
is  directed,  to  receive  of  the  said  Caleb  Davis,  the  sum  of 
four  thousand  six  hundred  and  seventeen  pounds,  twelve 
shiUinys  and  seven  pence,  in  the  old  emission,  l)eing  the 
money  which  the  said  Caleb  Davis  received  of  Mess'rs 
.Cri2)s  and  Mai/,  by  order  of  the  General  Court. 

March  11,  1783. 

Chapter  121. 

RESOLVE   DIRECTING  TOWNS   IN  THIS    COMMONWEALTH    THAT  (JJiai).'\21 
HAVE   MADE   NO   RETURN   OF   MEN   RAISED   AGREEABLY    TO  ^  ' 

THE  RESOLVES  OF  DECEMBER  2,  1780,  AND  MARCH  7,  1782. 

TFTferea.s  some  toivns  and  classes  ivithin  this  Common- 
wealth, have  raised  and  marched  their  men  agreeable  to  the 
resolves  of  the  General  Court,  passed  the  second  day  of 
December,  1780,  and  the  seventh  o/" March,  1782,  but  have 
omitted  to  make  returns  of  receipts  from  Muster  Masters, 
into  the  Secretary's  office  agreeable  to  the  said  resolves: 

Resolved,  That  wlien  any  town  or  class  shall  produce  a 
certificate  from  any  Continental  Muster  Master  to  the 
Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  for  any  man  raised 
ai;reeable  to  the  aforesaid  resolves,  or  other  subsequent 
resolves,  relating  to  the  same  respectively,  the  said  Treas- 
urer is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  receive  such  cer- 
tificates ;  which  receipt  shall  be  reckoned  in  the  discharge 
of  any  execution    which    hath   been    or   may   be    issued 
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against  any  such  town  or  class,  for  neglecting  to  return 
receipts  in  manner  as  it  is  required  by  the  said  resolves, 
any  resolve  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  Provided 
nevertheless,  That  such  certificate  shall  be  returned  into 
the  Treasurer's  office,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  May 
next ;  and  such  town  or  class  shall  bear  the  official  expence 
■  that  may  arise  on  such  execution:  And  luhereas.  There 
are  some  towns  and  classes  within  this  Commonwealth 
which  have  neglected  to  furnish  their  quotas  of  men  for 
the  Continental  Army  for  the  term  of  three  years  or  dur- 
ing the  war,  as  required  by  the  resolves  of  the  General 
Court,  passed  the  second  of  December,  1780,  and  the 
seventh  of  March,  1782,  and  other  subsequent  resolves 
relating  thereto,  for  the  doing  of  which  there  hath  been 
sufficient  time. 

Resolved,  That  no  credit  shall  hereafter  be  given  to  any 
town  or  class  for  any  man  who  shall  not  have  been  pro- 
cured in  pursuance  of  the  abovementioned  resolves,  or 
other  resolves  subsequent  and  relating  thereto,  before  the 
first  of  January  last. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  publish  the  aforesaid 
resolves  in  the  Independent  Chronicle,  printed  by  Nathaniel 
Willis.  March  11,  1783. 


Ghap.122 


Chapter  122. 

RESOLVE  APPOINTING  THREE  ADDITIONAL  MANAGERS  OF  THE 
LOTTERY  FOR  BUILDING  THE   NORTH   MILLS   IN   BOSTON. 

Wliereas  in  and  by  an  act  passed  during  the  present 
Session  of  the  Genercd  Court,  intitled,  "  An  Act  for  grant- 
ing a  lottery  for  rebuilding  the  JVbrth  Mills  in  the  tovjn  of 
Boston,  which  were  lately  consumed  by  fire:  "  It  is  among 
other  things  enacted.  That  John  Pitts  and  John  White, 
Esffrs,  and  Mr.  William  Pain,  or  any  two  of  them  shall 
be  managers  of  the  said  lottery  : 

And  whereas  the  said  John  White,  Esq;  declines  serv- 
ing as  a  7nanager;  and  whereas  also  the  Pi^oprietors  of  the 
said  Mills  are  desirous  to  have  five  managers  in  order  to 
the  better  conducting  the  said  lottery  : 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Enoch  Br'ovn,  William  Hunt 
and  Henry  Prentice,  be  added  to  the  number  of  the  man- 
agers of  the  said  lottery,  and  that  any  three  of  the  five 
managers  be  a  quorum  for  conducting  the  atiairs  thereof, 
in  conformity  to  the  law  aforesaid.  March  11,  1783. 
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Chapter  123. 


owEiiiNG  C7iap.l2^ 

3S.S£X,  TO  -'■ 


RESOLVE    ON    THE    PETITION    OF    JOSEPH   LEE,    IMPOWEllI 
THE    JUDGE    OF    PROBATE    FOR   THE    COUNTY   OF   E 
APPOINT   COMMISSIONERS  TO   RECEIVE   AND   EXAMINE  THE 
CLAIMS  AGAINST  THE   ESTATE   OF    JOSEPH  HOOPER. 

On  the  petition  of  Joseph  Lee,  a(je7it  on  the  efitate  of 
Joseph  Hooper,  late  of  Marblehead,  an  absentee,  piny  in  f/ 
leave  to  sell  the  estate  of  the  said  Hooper,  and  that  the 
Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of  Essex,  be  impowered 
to  alloio  farther  time  for  the  creditors  on  the  said  estate  to 
bring  in  their  claims. 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of 
Essex,  be  and  he  is  hereby  impowered  and  directed,  to 
a})point  commissioners  to  receive  and  examine  claims 
against  the  estate  of  the  said  Joseph  Hooper,  for  the  term 
of  six  months  from  the  passing  of  this  resolve. 

March  12,  1783. 


Chapter  124. 

RESOLVE   ON  THE   PETITION   OF    TIMOTHY  RUGGLES,  DIRECT-  (7/^^79.124 
ING  THE   COMMITTEE    FOR   SALE    OF    ABSENTEES    ESTATES,  ^  ' 

IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  WORCESTER,  TO  APPRAISE  AND  SET 
OFF  SO  MUCH  OF  THE  GORE  OF  LAND  MENTIONED,  SUFFI- 
CIENT  TO   PAY   HIS  CLAIM. 

Oil  the  petition  of  Timothy  Ruggles,  praying  that  he 
may  have  set  of  to  him,  a  certain  gore  of  land,  late  belong- 
ing to  Timothy  Ruggles,  Esq;  0/ Hard  wick,  iii  the  county 
0/"  ^Yorcester,  an  absentee,  or  such  part  of  the  said  gore  as 
will  be  sufficient  to  pay  a  certain  claim  he  has  on  the  said 
absentee's  estate,  as  mentioned  in  his  petition: 

Resolved,  That  John  Fessenden,  Esq  ;  Mr.  Caleb  Ammi- 
doivn,  and  Jonathan  Warner,  Esq  ;  who  are  a  committee 
for  the  sale  of  absentees  estates  in  the  county  of  Worcester, 
be,  and  hereby  are  authorized  and  empowered,  to  appoint 
three  judicious  persons,  as  a  committee  to  appraise  and  set 
oft' to  TimotJiy  Ruggles,  so  much  of  the  said  gore  of  land, 
l)elonging  to  the  said  Ruggles,  an  absentee,  as  they  on 
their  oath  shall  think  just  and  sufficient  to  pay  the  said 
Timothy  Ruggles  his  claim,  amounting  to  two  hundred 
fifteen  pounds  six  shillings  and  ten  pence.  And  the  com- 
mittee for  the  sale  of  absentees  estates  in  the  county  of 
Worcester  aforesaid,  are  hereby  directed  and  empowered, 
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to  make  and  execute  a  good  and  sufficient  deed  to  the  said 
Timothy  Ruggles  for  the  same. 

Provided  nevertheless.  That  if,  upon  the  final  settlement 
of  the  said  absentee's  estate,  it  should  be  found  insufficient 
to  pay  all  the  demands  that  may  be  Ijrought  against  said 
Rtuigles,  an  absentee,  that  then  the  said  Timothij  BiKjc/les, 
the  petitioner,  shall  be,  and  hereby  is  held,  to  reimburse 
to  the  Commonwealth,  so  much  as  shall  appear  that  he 
may  have  received  more  than  his  due,  compared  by  the 
dividend  that  shall  be  made  for  that  purpose. 

March  12,  1783. 

Chapter  125. 

C/if//>.125   RESOLVE   ADDING    DAVID   SEW  ALL,   ESQ;   TO    THE    COMMITTEE 
^  *  APPOINTED   BY  A  RESOLVE   OF  THE   GENERAL  COURT,  SEP- 

TEMBER 21,  1780,  GRANTING  TO  THE  HON.  ARTHUR  LEE, 
ESQ;  SIX  THOUSAND  ACRES  OF  LAND,  AND  EMPOWERING 
THEM   TO   LAY  OUT  SAID   LAND  AND  RETURN   A  PLAN. 

Whereas  the  General  Court,  hy  a  resolution  dated  the 
2\st  q/"  September,  1780,  granted  to  the  Hon.  Arthur  Lee, 
Esq;  six  thousand  acres  of  unapjjropj'iated  lands  in  this 
State,  lying  eastivard  q/'Saco  River,  to  he  laid  out  either 
in  one  or  two  pieces,  adjoining  to  some  other  grant  or  grants, 
in  full  compensation  for  his  services,  mentioned  in  the  said 
resolution.  And  whereas  Benjamin  Chadbourne,  Moses 
Little,  Nathaniel  Wells,  Esq'rs  and  Capt.  Moses  Green- 
leaf,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  perform  that  service 
which  yet  remains  to  be  done:  And  whereas  it  may  he  con- 
venient that  there  shoidd  be  an  addition  made  to  said  com- 
mittee: Th.erefore, 

Resolved,  That  David  Sewall,  Esq  ;  be,  and  hereby  is 
added  to  the  said  committee,  and  the  said  committee,  or 
the  major  part  of  them,  are  empowered  and  directed  to 
lay  out  the  said  land  in  pursuance  of  the  said  resolution, 
and  return  a  plan  thereof,  by  a  surveyor  and  chainmcn, 
under  oath,  to  the  General  Court,  for  confirmation,  as 
soon  as  may  be.  March  13,  1783. 

Chapter  126. 

(JJian  126  resolve  on  the  petition  of  william  whittemore,  guar- 

^  *  DIAN  TO    WILLIAM    CUTLER,    EMPOWERING    HIM    TO    MAKE 

SALE   OF  THE  LAND   MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  William  Whittemore,  of  Cambridge, 
in  the  coim^T/q/"  Middlesex,  and  guardian  to  William  Cut- 
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ler,  a  tninor,  son  of  \\'illiain  Cutler,  lute  of  Cuinlniclge, 
deceased  ^jtraijiiKj  for  liherti/  to  sell  five  acres  of  sail  nurrs/i, 
lying  in  the  toicn  of  ^Nlcdtbrd,  tlie  property  of  (he  said 
minor,  for  reasons  mentioned  in  his 2^etition: 

liesolred,  That  the  })rayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  s;iid  William  IF/r/^^ejwoj'e,  in  his  said  capacity 
of  guardian,  l)e,  and  is  hereby  fully  authorized  and  empow- 
ered, to  make  sale  of  the  land  in  his  petition  mentioned, 
for  the  most  the  same  will  fetch,  and  make  and  execute  a 
good  and  lawful  deed  or  deeds,  to  the  purchaser  or  pur- 
chasers, he  observing  the  rules  and  directions  of  law  for 
the  sale  of  real  estates  by  executors  or  administrators, 
first  giving  bonds  to  the  Judge  of  Prol)ate  for  the  county 
of  Jliddlesex,  that  the  money  arising  by  the  said  sale  be 
api)lied  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  minor,  in  his  education  ; 
and  that  he  the  said  guardian  account  with  the  Judge  of 
Probate  for  the  expenditure  thereof  accordingly. 

March  12,1783. 


Chapter  127. 

RESOLVE  REMOVING   SOME  DOUBTS    RESPECTING    A    RESOLVE  (JJifn)  T  27 
PASSED    15th    MARCH,    1780,    RELATIVE    TO    THE    EXTENT  OF  *  * 

MARTIAL  LAW,  EXERCISED  BY  BRIGADIER-GENERAL   WADS- 
WORTH,   IN  THE   COUNTY  OF  LINCOLN. 

Wliereas  Brigadier  General  Wadsworth  ivas,  by  a 
resolve  of  the  General  Court ,  jyassed  the  15th  day  o/"  March, 
1780,  enqwivered  to  execute  martial  law  within  certain  lim- 
its in  the  county  of  Lincoln.  And  whereas  doidds  liave 
arisen,  and  may  hereafter  arise,  respecting  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  the  said  resolve,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the 
limits  ufithin  ivhich  martial  law  might  he  executed,  ivhich 
have  been  and  may  hereafter  probably  he  the  foundation  of 
divers  disputes  and  vexatious  laiv  suits  unless  prevented  by 
an  explanatory  resolve  of  the  Legislature:  Therefore 

Resolved,  That  according  to  the  true  intent  and  mean- 
ing of  the  said  resolve,  the  limits  for  exercising  martial 
law  in  the  said  county,  not  only  extended  to,  and  included 
all  places  within  the  said  county  being  within  ten  miles  of 
the  main  ocean,  l)ut  also  to  all  |)laces  in  the  said  county, 
within  ten  miles  of  any  navigable  inlet,  harbour  or  river, 
which  might  be  considered  as  part  of  the  s6a,  or  so  com- 
municating therewith,  as  to  be  navigable  by  armed  ships 
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or  vessels,  and  the  said  resolve  always  ought  to  have  l)een 
so  understood,  and  shall  be  construed  and  practised  upon 
accordingly.  March  12,  1783. 


Chapter  138. 

Chai)  128  RESOLVE   ON  THE   PETITION  OF   SARAH  NASOIV,   EMPOWERING 
-^  HER  TO  MAKE  THE  EXCHANGE  OF  THE  LAND  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Sarah  Nason,  praying  to  he  empowered 
to  exchange  about  twenty-five  acres  of  land,  of  the  estate  of 
her  late  husband,  Shubael  Nason,  late  of  York,  in  the  county 
q/York,  deceased,  intestate,  for  about  thirty  acres  of  land 
in  the  same  town,  oumed  by  Joshua  Bridges  and  Jasper 
Grout :  And  it  appearing  to  this  Court,  that  to  make  such 
exchange  may  be  beneficial  to  said  deceased's  estate: 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Sarah  JVason  be,  and  she  here- 
by is  fully  empowered  to  make  such  exchange,  and  to  make 
and  execute  a  good  and  lawful  deed  or  deeds  of  the  afore- 
said twenty-five  acres  of  land,  to  the  purchaser  or  pur- 
chasers thereof,  provided  she  procure  a  good  and  lawful 
deed,  well  executed,  of  the  aforesaid  thirty  acres  of  land, 
to  run  to  the  heirs  at  law  of  the  said  deceased ,  in  such  pro- 
portion as  they  would  have  been  intitled  to,  had  not  the 
same  been  exchanged.  March  12,  1783. 

Chapter  139. 

CliaV  129  RESOLVE  ABATING  TWO  MEN  TO  THE  TOWN  OF  HARPSWELL, 
^  '  ORDERED  TO  BE  RAISED   MARCH  7,   1782,   AND    EMPOWERING 

SAID   TOWN   TO   ASSESS   THE    INHABITANTS   FOR   ONE    MAN. 

On  the  p>etition  0/ Benjamin  Dunning  wncZ  John  Rodick, 
selectmen  of  the  toivn  of  Harpswell,  j9?*«?/m(7  for  an  abate- 
ment of  two  of  the  three  soldiers  rvhich  the  said  toivn  of 
Ilarpswell  toere  ordered  to  raise,  by  a  resolve  of  the  Gen- 
eral Court,  jjassed  March  7,  1782  : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  town  of  Harpsiuell  be  abated 
two  men,  any  resolve  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  said  town  of  Harps- 
7vell  be  empowered  to  assess  the  inhal)itants  of  said  town 
for  the  one  man  that  they  procured,  in  the  same  manner 
as  though  said  town  had  but  one  man  to  raise. 

March  12,  1783. 
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Chapter  130. 

RESOLVE   DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO   RECALL  ANY   EXE-  C7iap.l30 
CUTIONS  ISSUED  AGAINST  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  THE  TOWNS  ^ 

OF  EASTIIAM,  HARWICH  A^D  TARMOUTIl ;  AST)  TO  STAY  IN 
FUTURE  EXECUTIONS  AGAINST  ANY  COLLECTORS  OF  SAID 
TOWNS,  FOR  TWO-THIRDS  OF  THEIR  TAXES,  DURING  THE 
SPACE   OF    ONE   YEAR. 

Upon  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  of 
Eiisthani,  Harwich,  and  Yarmouth,  setting  forth  their 
extreme  poverty,  and  utter  inability  to  pay  their  public 
taxes  at  present: 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth 
be,  and  he  hereby  is  directed,  to  recall  any  executions 
which  may  have  been  issued  against  any  deficient  collectors, 
of  either  of  the  said  towns  ;  and  also  to  stay,  in  future, 
executions  against  any  collector  of  the  said  towns,  for 
two-thirds  of  their  taxes  they  may  be  in  arrears,  during 
the  space  of  one  year,  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  the 
General  Court.  March  12,  1783. 

Chapter  131. 

RESOLVE   DIRECTING   THE    SECRETARY"   TO   CALL    ON   THE    SE-  (JJiarfj  \^\ 
LECTMEN    IN    EACH    TOWN    TO     MAKE    RETURNS    TO    THE  ^  * 

AGENTS  IN  THEIR  RESPECTIVE  COUNTIES,  OF  THE  MONTHLY 
AVERAGE  PRICES  OF  CORN,  &c.  AT  LEAST  SIX  WEEKS  BE- 
FORE THE  3d  TUESDAY  OF  FEBRUARY,  AND  THREE  SUC- 
CESSIVE WEEKS  AT  LEAST  SIX  WEEKS  BEFORE  THE  LAST 
TUESDAY  IN  AUGUST,  ANNUALLY. 

Whereas  great  inconveniences  arise  in  ascertaining  the 
true  value  of  the  public  securities,  commonly  known  by  the 
name  of  soldiers  depreciation  notes,  from  the  neglect  of 
towns  to  make  seasonable  returns  of  the  average  jjrices  of 
corn,  beef  sheeps  ivool  and  sole  leather: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  be,  and  he  hereby  is 
directed,  by  publishing  an  advertisement  in  Willis's 
paper,  three  successive  weeks  at  least  six  weeks  before 
the  third  Tuesday  of  February,  and  three  successive 
weeks  at  least  six  weeks  before  the  last  Tuesday  in 
August,  annually,  to  call  on  the  selectmen  in  each  town 
of  the  Commonwealth,  to  make  return  to  the  agents  in 
their  respective  counties,  of  the  monthly  average  prices 
of  the  abovcsaid  articles  in  their  respective  towns,  on  or 
before  the  said  third  Tuesday  in  February,  and  last  Tues- 
day in  August.     And  the  Secretary   is  further  directed 
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to  require  the  agents  for  the  several  counties  to  make 
punctual  returns  of  the  aforesaid  prices,  according  to 
law.  March  13,  1783. 

Chapter  133. 

(7Aap.l32  RESOLVE  postponing  the  sale  of  the  estates  of  ab 

'  *  SENTEES,  to   first   of    OCTOBER  NEXT. 

Resolved,  That  the  sale  of  estates  of  absentees  and  con- 
spirators be  postponed  till  the  first  day  of  October  next, 
and  that  from  and  after  the  said  first  day  of  October,  silver 
and  gold,  consolidated  securities,  and  other  public  secur- 
ities given  for  silver  and  gold  be  indiscriminately  taken 
in  payment  for  the  said  estates.  March  14,  1783. 


Cha2).ld3 


Chapter  133. 

resolve   on   THE   PETITION   OF  NOAH  RIPLEY. 

On  the  petition  of  Noah  Ripley. 

Whereas  it  ajjj^eareth  to  this  Court,  that  the  late  Noah 
Ripley  of  Barre,  itt  the  county  of  Worcester,  deceased, 
whose  farm  was  under  mortgage  to  Nathaniel  Hatch,  Esq; 
an  absentee,  did  as  early  as  the  year  1777,  procure  and 
send  down  the  money  for  the  purpose  of  discharging  the 
said  mortgage,  but  coidd  find  no  pe7'son  authorized  to 
receive  the  same  and  give  him  a  discharge,  so  that  he  ivas 
at  last  induced  to  loan  the  said  sum  to  the  Continent,  and 
tooTc  a  loan  office  certificate  for  the  same,  to  remain  for  the 
final  and  sole  purpose  of  discharging  the  said  mortgage, 
and  this  Court  being  willing  as  far  as  7nay  be,  to  grant 
relief  to  the  very  numerous  and  distressed  family  of  the 
said  Noah  Ripley,  deceased:  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Attorney  General  of  this  Common- 
wealth be,  and  he  hereby  is  directed,  not  to  file  any  li])el, 
or  commence  an}^  other  process  against  the  estate  of  the 
said  JVoah  Ripdey,  that  was  mortgaged  to  the  said  iV«- 
thaniel  Hatch,  on  account  of  the  said  mortgage,  until  the 
further  order  of  this  Court.  March  13,  1783. 

Chapter  134. 

fVmrn  1^1  RESOLVE  IMPOWERING  MARY  NICK,  TO  SELL  THE  REAL  ESTATE 
l^ //«/>.  lO*  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Mary  Nick,  administratrix  on  the 
estate  of  her  husband  Richard  Nick,  late  of  Reading,  in 
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the  county  of  INIiddlesex,  dececified,  praying  for  liberty  to 
sell  the  real  estate  of  her  said  husband,  for  reasons  set 
forth  in  her  petition. 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  she  the  said  Mary  JSFich  l)c,  and  she  hereby  is  impow- 
ered,  to  sell  all  the  real  estate  mentioned  in  her  petition 
for  the  most  it  will  fetch,  and  make  and  execute  a  good 
and  lawful  deed  or  deeds  thereof  to  the  purchaser  or 
]iurchasers,  she  observing  the  rules  and  directions  of  the 
law  for  the  sale  of  land  by  executors  and  administrators, 
tirst  giving  sufficient  security  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for 
said  county  of  Middlesex,  that  the  proceeds  by  the  sale  of 
the  said  estate  after  deducting  one  third  part  the  interest 
of  which  she  shall  reserve  to  herself  during  life,  and  after 
})aying  all  the  just  debts  of  the  said  deceased,  (and  charges 
of  settling  the  said  estate  out  of  the  other  two  thirds)  the 
remainder  if  any  be  to  be  put  on  interest,  and  paid  to  each 
heir  their  legal  share  as  they  severally  arrive  to  full  age, 
and  the  othei-  third  after  her  decease,  to  be  paid  to  them 
in  like  proportion.  March  13,  1783. 

Chapter  135. 

ACCOUNTS   EXHIBITED   FOR  SUPPLYING  SICK  SOLDIERS  TO  BE  (JJian.X^^ 
LAID  BEFORE  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  ACCOUNTS.  ^  * 

Resolved,  That  all  accounts  exhibited  for  expences  of 
supporting  sick  soldiers  be  laid  before  such  person  or 
persons  as  shall  be  appointed  to  pass  upon  such  accounts 
as  Avere  formerly  passed  upon  by  the  committee  on 
accounts.  March  13,  1783. 

Chapter  135  a.* 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  DOROTHY  FORBES  AND  ELIZA-  pr     1  Q/t  a 
BETH  MURRAY.  '  O//.   ±OOA 

On  the  petition  of  Dorothy  Forbes  aiid  Elizabeth 
IMurra}' : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  thereof  be  granted,  and  that 
the  said  Dorothy  and  Elizabeth  be,  and  they  hereby  are 
pei'mitted,  to  cause  to  be  brought  in  any  cartel  that  may 
come  from  Halifax,  or  any  part  of  JSFova  Scotia,  to  any 
port  in  this  Connnon wealth,  to  their  own  use,  any  articles 
of  api)arol  and  books  that  are  now  there,  to  the  use  of  the 

*  Not  numbered  in  Session  Pamphlet. 
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said  Dorothy  and  Elizabeth,  or  either  of  them,  provided 
that  the  same  be  liable  to  forfeiture  to  this  Common- 
wealth, if  landed  before  the  same  have  been  exposed  to 
the  inspection  of  the  naval  officer  for  the  port  where  the 
said  cartel  shall  a i  rive,  who  is  hereby  enjoined  oarefiilly 
to  examine  the  same,  that  no  articles  other  than  those 
above  mentioned,  be  brought  by  means  hereof. 

March  13,  1783. 

Chapter  136. 

Chan  136   resolve  establishing  the  members  of  the  general 

^  '  COURT. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  each  member 
of  the  Council,  nine  shillings  per  day,  to  each  member  of 
the  Senate,  eight  shillings  and  six  pence  per  day,  to  each 
meml>er  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  eiglit  shillings 
per  da}',  for  each  day  they  have  respectively  attended 
their  respective  duty  this  present  session  ;  and  that  their 
travel  pay  be  made  in  proportion  thereto,  calculated  in  the 
usual  manner.  March  13,  17S3. 


Chajy.ldl 


Chapter  137. 

RESOLVE   EMPOWERING    CADWALLADER  FORD,   JUN.  TO   SELL 
THE  REAL  ESTATE  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  q/"  Cadwallader  Fovd,  Jun.  exeaiior  of 
the  last  ivill  and  testament  of  Benjamin  Thompson,  late 
of  Wilmington,  in  the  comity  of  Middlesex,  deceased, 
praying  for  liberty  to  sell  the  real  estate  of  the  said 
deceased,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  said  petition: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted,  and 
that  the  said  CadicaUader  Ford,  jun.  be,  and  he  hereby  is 
authorised  and  empowered,  to  sell  all  the  real  estate  of 
the  said  deceased,  for  the  most  the  same  will  fetch,  and 
make  and  execute  a  good  and  lawful  deed  or  deeds  to 
the  purchaser  or  purchasers  thereof,  he  observing  the 
rules  and  directions  of  the  law  for  the  sale  of  real  estates 
by  executors  and  administrators,  first  giving  sufficient 
security  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of  Middle- 
sex, that  the  proceeds  arising  by  the  sale  of  the  said  estate, 
after  paying  the  just  debts  of  the  said  deceased,  and 
legacies  according  to  his  will,  the  remainder  to  be  put 
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and  kept  on  interest,  for  the  l)enetit  of  the  heirs  of  the 
said  tleceased,  and  both  principal  and  interest  paid  to 
eacli  heir  and  legatee  their  respective  share,  agreeably  to 
the  will  and  testament  of  the  said  deceased. 

March  13,  1783. 


Chap.138 


Chapter  138. 

RESOLVE   EMrOWERING  JEREMIAH   VOSE   OF    STOUGHTOX,   TO 
COMPLEAT  THE  COLLECTION  OF  TAX  BILLS  LEFT  WITH  HIM. 

On  the  petition  of  Jeremiah  Vose,  of  Stoughton,  in  the 
county  of  Sutlblk  : 

Jiesolved,  That  the  petitioner  be,  and  he  hereby  is 
empowered,  to  compleat  the  collection  of  the  tax  bills 
left  with  him  to  collect,  by  one  XatJianiel  Holmes,  jun. 
in  as  ample  a  manner  as  if  he  had  been  legally  chosen 
by  said  town  for  that  purpose. 

And  it  is  further  BesoJved,  That  the  present  Assessors 
of  the  said  town  ])e  dirocted  to  grant  the  petitioner  a 
warrant  for  compleating  the  said  collection  according  to 
the  usual  form  of  law.  March  13,  1783. 


Chapter  139. 

RESOLVE    REQUESTING    THE    GOVERNOR   TO    ALLOW    WILLIAM  (JJinqy  139 
BURGESS   A  FURTHER  TIME,  AFTER  WHICH  TO  ORDER  HIM  -*  * 

OUT  OF  THIS  COMMONWEALTH. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be,  and  he  is  herebj- 
requested  to  allow  William  Bnvf/ess  such  further  time 
as  he,  with  advice  of  Council,  shall  think  reasonable,  not 
exceeding  six  weeks  from  the  date  hereof,  after  which  the 
Governor  is  requested  to  order  said  Burgess  out  of  this 
Commonwealth.  March  14,  1783. 

Chapter  140. 

RESOLVE   APPOINTING  EDWARD   GROW,  ESQ;  AGENT  FOR  THE  niff,^^  I4A 
COUNTY  OF  YORK.  KjfLUp.l^KJ 

Resolved,  That  Edivard  Grow,  Esq  ;  be,  and  hereby  is 
appointed,  agent  in  and  for  the  county  of  YorTc,  to  receive 
the  price  of  corn,  beef,  sheeps  wool,  and  sole  leather,  in 
order  to   ascertain   the  value  of  the  notes  sfiven  to  the 
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officers  and  soldiers  of  this  Commonwealtli's  quota  of 
the  Continental  army,  for  the  depreciation  of  their  wages, 
in  the  room  of  Mr.  Joseph  Seivall,  deceased. 

March  13,  1783, 

Chapter  141. 

Chan  141     k,esolye  ox  the  petition  of  charles  Goodrich,  esq. 

On  the  petition  of  Charles  Goodrich,  Esq;  setting  forth, 
that  there  icas  a  mistake  in  recording  a  certain  grant  of 
land,  of  about  forty-seven  acres,  lying  in  the  county  of 
Berkshire,  which  grant  icas  made  to  Ephraim  Keyes,  on  the 
sixth  day  of  June,  1767,  and  praying  that  the  said  mis- 
take may  be  rectified,  and  the  said  grant  established  to 
contain  the  same  land  that  ivould  have  been  fairly  de- 
scribed, if  the  aforesaid  mistake  had  not  been  made: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  the  said  grant  is  hereby  confirmed  to  the  said  Ephraim 
Keyes  in  manner  following,  vi^  beginning  eleven  chains, 
seventy-four  links  north,  thirty-three  degrees  east,  from 
the  north  west  corner  of  a  grant  of  land  made  l^y'the 
General  Court  to  Benjamin  Goodrich  and  others,  lying 
west  of  Pittsfield,  bounded  as  by  the  plan  will  appear, 
from  thence  north  twenty-two  degrees,  east  twenty  chains, 
thence  east  twenty-two  degrees,  south  twenty-three  chains 
and  seventy-four  links,  thence  south  twenty-two  degrees 
west  twenty  chains,  thence  west  twenty-two  degrees  north 
twenty-three  chains  and  seventy-four  links,  to  the  first 
mentioned  bound,  containing  forty-seven  acres  and  one 
hundred  and  forty  rods  of  land,  which  is  hereby  confirmed 
to  the  said  Ephraim  Keyes,  provided  it  does  not  interfere 
with  any  former  grant.  March  13,  1783. 

Chapter  143. 

rhnrt  14-9  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  BENJAMIN  WARD,  JUN.  DIRECT- 
Kymup.L^^         ING    THE   TREASURER    TO    RECEIVE   THE    SUM   IN    BILLS   OF 
CREDIT  MENTIONED,  HE  MAKING  OATH. 

On  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Ward,  jun.  showing  that 
he  as  a  Collector  for  the  town  of  Salem  received  the  sum 
of  nine  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty-two  pounds  in 
bills  of  credit  of  the  old  emission,  before  the  time  limited 
for  receiving  the  same  expired,  and  irhich  remained  in  his 
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pos,ses,no)i  till  the  IVeasurer  refused  to  receive  the  same, 
hy  reason  of  the  said  lienjainiii's  retain  i)if/  the  same  to  the 
use  of  the  selectmen  of  Marblehead,  ivho  since  refuse  to 
receive  the  same:  . 

Titer ef ore  Resolved,  That  tlie  Treasurer  of  this  Com- 
monwealth be,  and  he  hcrel)y  is  directed,  to  receive  the 
same  sum  in  ])ills  of  credit  from  the  said  Benjamin,  in 
discharge  of  that  sum  due  from  him  to  this  Common- 
wealth, upon  the  State  tax  committed  to  him  to  collect 
in  the  year  1780,  the  said  Benjamin  making  oath  that  he 
bona  fide  received  the  same  bills  in  the  collection  of  the 
same  tax,  before  the  twentieth  day  oijuly,  1781,  and  that 
he  hath  derived  to  himself  no  personal  advantage  thereby. 

March  14,  1783. 

Chapter  143. 

RESOLVE   IMrOWERING   SETH  BATES,   OF  HANOVER,  TO   MAKE   (JhaT)  143 
SALE  OF  THE  REAL  ESTATE  MENTIONED.  ^  ' 

On  the  jyetition  of  Setli  Bates,  of  Hanover,  in  the  county 
of  Plymouth,  guardian  to  John  Tilden  Torrey,  of  said 
Hanover,  a  person  represented  non  comjjos,  praying  for 
liberty  to  sell  the  whole  of  the  real  estate  of  the  said  Jolin 
Tilden  Torre}", /or  reasons  set  forth  in  Ids  petition. 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  he  the  said  iSeth  Bates  in  his  capacity  as  guardian 
be,  and  he  hereby  is  impowered,  to  make  sale  of  all  the 
real  estate  of  the  said  Jolui  for  the  most  the  same  will 
fetch,  and  make  and  execute  a  good  and  lawful  deed  or 
deeds  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  thereof,  he  observing 
the  rules  and  directions  of  the  law  for  the  sale  of  real 
estates  by  executors  and  administrators,  first  giving  sufh- 
cient  security  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  said  county 
of  PlynioutJi,  that  after  paying  the  just  debts  of  the  said 
John,  the  remainder  be  put  on  interest  for  the  support  of 
the  said  John,  and  he  the  said  guardian  to  be  accountable 
for  the  expenditure  thereof.  March  14,  1783. 

Chapter  144. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE   PETITION   OF   ELIJAH  DUNBAR,  APPOINTING  nij^,.^  -JAA 
A    COMMITTEE    TO    MAKE    THOROUGH    ENQUIRY    INTO     THE   ^"■**/^'-'-*± 
PREMISES,  AND  ASCERTAIN  THE  BOUNDARIES  OF  THE  TOWN 
OF  OXFORD,  AND  OTHER  TOWNS  TO  BE  NOTIFIED  THEREOF. 

The  committee  ajipointed  to  hear  the  petition  of  Elijah 
Dunbar,  Jiave  attended  that  service,  and  having  fully  exam- 
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ined  the  evidence  hrougld  in  support  of  the  said  petition, 
consider  the  ^natters  therein  contained,  exceedingly/  interest- 
ing to  the  Commomvealtli,  to  the  original  proprietors  of  the 
tovm  of  Oxford,  and  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  o/Cbarl- 
ton,  and  are  of  opinion,  that  it  is  incumbent  on  this  Com- 
monwealth  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  the  true  oinginal  line 
between  the  toivn  0/ Oxford  and  the  Gore,  and  also  the  line 
which  the  committee,  tvho  sold  the  Gore  to  individuals,  did 
in  fact  bound  the  said  individuals  unto;  also  to  ascertain 
the  ancient  true  village  line  which  is  the  eastern  bound  of 
Brown's  lot,  so  called,  and  also  to  fix  the  central  or  divi- 
sion line  betiveen  the  Commonwealth  and  Joseph  Bluney, 
Esq;  of  the  one  part,  and  the  other  proprietors  of  the  other 
part  : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  Samuel  Baher,  Israel  Nichols, 
Seth  Washburn,  John  Child,  and  Samuel  Curtis,  Esq'rs. 
be  a  committee  to  make  thorough  enquiry  into  the  prem- 
ises, and  ascertain  the  boundaries ;  and  the  committee 
are  hereby  directed  to  give  reasonable  notice  to  the  towns 
of  Oxford,  Charlton,  Leicester,  Spencer  and  Broolvfield, 
by  leaving  an  attested  copy  of  this  petition,  and  the 
order  of  Court  thereon,  with  the  town  clerks  of  the 
said  towns,  that  they  may  be  present,  if  they  see  cause, 
upon  perambulating  the  ancient  lines  of  .the  Gore  upon 
which  the  said  towns  do  join  ;  also  to  give  reasonable 
notice  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Gore,  by  leaving  an 
attested  copy  of  this  petition,  and  the  order  of  Court 
thereon,  with  one  of  the  principal  inhabitants  thereof, 
that  they  may  be  present  upon  the  said  perambula- 
tion, if  they  see  cause ;  also  to  notify  the  town  of 
Oxford  in  the  way  before  mentioned,  that  they  may 
be  present,  if  they  see  cause,  upon  the  peraml)ulation 
of  the  ancient  village  line,  so  called. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  committee  be, 
and  hereby  are  directed  and  empowered,  to  run  and 
establish,  in  behalf  of  this  Commonwealth,  a  line 
through  the  center  of  the  lot  formerly  Governor  Stourjh- 
ton^s,  but  now  known  by  the  name  of  Brown's  lot,  agree- 
able to  a  deed  of  division  heretofore  agreed  to  and 
signed  by  Lemuel  Kollock,  Esq  ;  in  behalf  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, and  by  all  the  other  proprietors.  And  the 
committee  are  directed  to  report  their  doings  to  the 
General  Court,  as  soon  as  may  ])e. 

March  14,  1783. 
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Chapter  145. 

RESOLVE   ON   THE    PETITION   OF   JAMES    WITHERELL,   ONE    OF  (Jhar)  \An 
THE  COLLECTORS   FOR  THE  TOWN  OF   LEBANON,  DIRECTING  ^  * 

THE  TREASURER    TO    STAY    EXECUTION    UNTIL    THE    FIRST 
DAY  OF   SEPTEMBER  NEXT. 

On  the  petition  o/"  James  Witherell,  one  of  the  collector's 
forthetovni  of  Lidhnnon,  prayimj  for  some  relief  respecting 
the  taxes  committed  to  him  to  collect,  hy  reason  of  some 
peculiar  circumstances,  as  set  forth  in  the  said  petition : 

Resolved,  That  execution  for  twenty-eight  pounds  and 
one  shilling,  specie,  due  on  the  paper  currency  tax  for 
the  year  1780,  and  sixteen  pounds  seven  shillings  and  six 
pence,  of  the  silver  money  tax,  be  stayed  until  the  first  day 
of  September  next ;  and  the  Treasurer  is  hereby  directed 
to  govern  himself  accordingly.  March  14,  1783. 

Chapter  146. 

RESOLVE   ON    THE    PETITION  OF   PAUL  JEWETT  AND   OTHERS,  ChciT)  146 
SELECTMEN   OF  ROWLEY.  ^  ' 

On  the  petition  of  Paul  Jewett  and  others,  Selectmen  of 
Rowley. 

Wltereas  the  petitioners  have  represented  to  this  Court, 
that  in  consequence  of  the  resolve  of  the  General  Court  of 
the  I'oth  of  June,  1781,  they  on  the  second  day  of  July  in 
the  same  year,  drafted  one  George  Jewett  to  serve  as  a  sol- 
dier in  the  Continental  army,  who,  as  they  supposed,  did  ' 
belong  to  a  deficient  class  in  the  said  toivn,  and  caused  him, 
the  said  George,  to  be  mustered  by  one  of  the  county  Mus- 
ter Mast-ers,  and  required  him  to  proceed  to  the  superintend- 
ent. That  on  the  said  George's  refusing  thus  to  proceed, 
they  the  said  Selectmen  attempted  to  carry  him  forward  to 
the  said  superintendent,  but  he  was  rescued  from  their 
hands,  and  that  an  execution  has  issued  against  them,  the 
said  Selectmen,  as  delinquents,  and  the  said  petitioners 
have  prayed  for  relief  frorn  the  said  execution,  and  that 
they  may  receive  the  direction  of  the  General  Court,  respect- 
ing tJie  said  deficient  class. 

And  ichereas  it  does  not  appear  to  this  Court  that  the 
petitioners  are  justly  chargeable  with  any  known  or  careless 
neglect  of  the  duty  enjoined  on  them  as  Selectmen  by  the 
aforesaid  resolve:  And  whereas  it  appears  that  by  reason 
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of  dispute  between  a  certain  class  in  the  said  town  o/' Row- 
ley, of  which  George  Jewett  is  the  head,  and  another  class 
in  the  said  town  of  ichich  El)enezer  Kill)ourn  is  the  head, 
there  has  happened  a  deficiency  of  one  man. 

And  whereas  the  determination  of  the  Master  Masters 
before  whom  a  trial  was  had  by  the  classes  aforesaid,  was 
conditional  and  therefore  illegal. 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  petitioners  be,  and  they 
hereby  are  directed,  to  certify  the  cause  of  the  contending 
classes  aforesaid,  to  Samuel  Johnson,  Esq  ;  one  of  the 
muster  masters  for  the  county  of  Essex,  who  is  hereby 
directed  to  notify  Richard  Ward,  another  of  the  muster 
masters  for  the  said  county,  and  John  Choate,  Esq  ;  of 
Ipswich,  in  the  same  county,  to  attend  at  some  convenient 
time  and  place,  and  the  said  Samuel  Johnson,  Richard 
Ward  and  John  Choate,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  are 
hereby  authorized  and  required  to  call  before  them  the  two 
contending  classes  aforesaid,  and  them  to  hear  concerning 
the  premises,  and  then  to  judge  and  determine  to  which 
class  the  man  in  dispute  belongs,  and  certify  the  same  to 
the  assessors  of  the  said  Rowley  for  the  time  being. 

And  the  said  assessors  for  the  time  being  shall  be  and 
hereby  are  authorized  and  directed,  within  fifteen  days 
after  the  receipt  of  such  certificate,  to  assess  upon  the 
class,  that  shall  appear  to  be  deficient  in  their  several  just 
l^roportions,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
poiinds,  nine  shillings  and  sixpence,  (the  said  sum  l)eing 
the  average  price  of  the  men  raised  in  consequence  of  the 
resolve  of  the  General  Court  of  December  2d,  1780,  with 
the  addition  of  fifty  per  cent,  thereon,)  and  also  an  addi- 
tional sum  for  the  time  and  expences  of  the  said  Samuel 
Johnson,  Richard  Ward  and  John  CJioate. 

And  the  said  assessors  shall  commit  the  said  assessment 
to  some  one  of  the  constables  or  collectors  of  taxes  for 
the  said  town  of  Rowley,  and  certify  the  same  to  the 
Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  who  is  hereby  author- 
ized and  directed  on  the  receipt  of  such  certificate  to  issue 
his  warrant,  directed  to  the  said  constable  or  collector, 
requiring  him  to  collect  the  aforesaid  sum  so  assessed, 
and  the  same  to  pay  into  the  treasury  aforesaid  within 
sixty  days  from  the  date  of  the  said  w^arrant. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved,  That  if  the  said  assessors 
for  the  time  being  shall  neglect  to  discharge  the  duty 
enjoined  them  by  the  foregoing  resolve,  they  shall  be  and 


1782.  —  Januaky  Session.  443 

hereby  are  inude  liable  to  the  same  penalties  to  be  recov- 
ered and  disposed  of  in  the  same  manner  as  in  the  case  of 
assessors  neglecting  the  duty  enjoined  on  them  by  the 
resolve  of  the  General  Court  passed  the  20th  day  of  Octo- 
ber, 1781.  ■  . 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  Tliat  the  aforesaid  Treasurer 
be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  upon  receiving  a  certificate 
of  the  assessment  aforesaid,  to  recall  the  aforesaid  execu- 
tion, and  discharge  the  petitioners  therefrom. 

And  it  is  further  Besolved,  That  in  case  either  of  the 
contending  classes  aforesaid  shall,  after  due  notice  given 
them  by  the  said  Samuel  Johnson,  Richard  Ward,  and 
John  Choate,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  neglect  or  refuse 
to  appear  ])efore  them,  they  are  hereby  authorised  and 
directed,  to  hear  and  determine  on  the  premises  aforesaid, 
such  refusal  or  neglect  notwithstanding. 

March  17,  1783. 

Chapter  147. 

RESOLVE  EMPOWERING  MART  ROBBINS  AND  ELIJAH  HOLTOX,  (Jhai)  147 
TO   SELL  THE  REAL  ESTATE    MENTIONED.  ^  ' 

On  the  petition  of  Mary  Bobbins  and  Elijah  Holton, 
administrators  on  the  estate  o/Aaron  Robbins,  late  q/'North- 
field,  in  the  county  q/"  Hampshire,  deceased,  praying  for 
liberty  to  sell  the  real  estate  of  the  said  deceased,  for  rea- 
sons set  forth  in  their  petition  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  said  Mary  Robbins  and  Elijah  Holton  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  authorised  and  empowered,  to  sell  the 
real  estate  of  the  said  Aaron  Robbins,  deceased,  for  the 
most  the  same  will  fetch,  and  make  and  execute  a  good 
and  lawful  deed  or  deeds  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers 
thereof,  they  observing  the  rules  and  directions  of  the  law 
for  the  sale  of  real  estates  by  executors  and  administrators, 
first  giving  sufficient  security  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for 
the  county  of  Hamx)shire,  that  the  interest  of  one  third 
of  the  proceeds  by  the  sale  of  the  said  real  estate,  be 
paid  annually  to  said  Mary  Robbins,  during  her  life,  and 
the  other  two  thirds,  after  all  just  debts  and  charges  are 
paid,  to  be  kept  on  interest,  for  the  benefit  of  said  chil- 
dren, and  that  each  one's  share  of  both  principal  and  inter- 
est be  paid  to  them  severally  as  they  shall  arrive  to  full 
age.  "  March  15,  17  S3. 
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Chapter  148. 

Char)  148  i^esolve  on  the  tetition  of  samuel  moody  a^t>  samuel 

^  '  NOTES,    GUARDIANS    OF     THREE     MINORS,     CHILDREN     AND 

HEIRS   OF  JOEL    WEED,  A   FREE   NEGRO,   DECEASED. 

On  the  petition  of  Stimuel  Moody  and  Samuel  Noyes, 
guardians  of  three  minor  children  and  heirs  of  Joel 
Weed,  a  free  negro,  deceased,  in  hehalf  of  the  said  minors, 
setting  forth,  that  the  said  Joel,  fpr  a,  very  small  sum, 
mortgaged  to  the  said  Pearson  a  tenement  in  l^Gwhiivy ,  of  the 
value  q/"  ninety  pounds,  and  that  by  the  sudden  death  of  the 
said  Joel,  and  the pecidiar  situation  of  his  heirs,  the  equity 
of  redemjytion  thereof  by  laic,  is  gone  and  jjast,  and  they 
ivithout  remedy.  And  luhereas  there  is  no  court  of  equity 
in  this  Commomvealth  to  grant  relief  in  this  behalf;  and  this 
Court,  willing  in  singular  cases  to  prevent  apparent  injus- 
tice, and  to  put  the  party  grieved  in  a  ivay  to  obtain  his  right, 
where  the  laws  in  being  will  not  aid  or  do  him  justice: 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Samuel  Moody,  and  the  said 
Samuel  JSfoyes,  in  their  said  capacities,  and  in  behalf  of 
the  said  minors,  be,  and  the}^  are  hereby  empowered, 
within  two  years  from  the  date  hereof,  to  pay,  or  either 
of  them,  to  pay  to  the  said  Pearson,  the  just  sums  due, 
according  to  rules  of  equity,  on  the  said  mortgage,  prin- 
cipal, interest,  and  costs  of  repairs  on  the  same,  the  said 
Pearson  accounting  with  them  for  all  the  rents  and  profits 
by  him  actually  received  from  the  said  tenement,  and  to 
l)ursue  against  the  said  Pearson  any  process  in  law  for  the 
recovery  of  the  same  tenement,  rents  and  profits,  for  the 
use  of  the  said  heirs,  in  the  same  manner,  and  as  fully,  as  if 
the  equity  of  redeeming  the  same  was  not  gone,  or  the  time 
prescribed  l)y  law  for  redeeming  mortgaged  estates,  not 
in  this  case  expired ;  and  that  such  payment  or  tender  of 
just  such- sums  due,  shall  be  good  and  valid  to  render  null 
and  void  the  deed  of  mortgage  made  by  the  said  Joel  to 
said  Pearson,  of  said  tenement.  March  15,  1783. 


Chap.UQ 


Chapter  149. 

RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  RECEIVE  OF 
COL.  BENJAMIN  TUPPER,  EIGHT  HUNDRED  TWENTY-TWO 
POUNDS,  OLD  CONTINENTAL  MONEY,  AND  TO  GIVE  DUPLI- 
CATE RECEIPTS   FOR  THE   SAME. 

On  the  petition  of  Col.  Benjamin  'Yw\)\)Q,x,  praying  that 
the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  may  be  empowered  to 
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receive  of  him,  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two 
poiuuls,  old  Continental  money,  iviiich  lie  received  for  the 
purpose  of  inlistinij  soldiers  for  this  Oommonioecdth  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  l)e, 
and  he  hereby  is  directed,  to  receive  of  Col.  Benjamin 
Tapper,  the  sum  o^  eight  hundred  and  tweiUy-tivo  x>ounds, 
old  Continental  money,  he  making  oath  that  he  has  not 
received  any  advantage  by  loan  or  otherwise  from  the  said 
money  ;  and  the  Treasurer  is  directed  to  give  the  said 
Tapper  duplicate  receipts  for  the  said  money,  one  of  which 
to  be  lodged  in  the  Secretary's  office,  at  the  rate  that  the 
said  money  was  set  at  by  the  scale  of  depreciation  of  this 
Commonwealth,  two  months  from  the  time  the  said  Tap- 
per received  the  said  money,  for  Avhich  the  said  receii)t 
the  connnittee  on  accounts  are  hereby  directed  to  credit 
the  stiid  Tapper  for.  March  15,  1788. 


Chapter  150. 

RESOLVE  INTITLING  PEREZ  BRADFORD  TO  ONE-FOURTH  PART  Qh(i^^  1  50 
OF    HIS  PAY  AS  A   SERJEANT.  -^  * 

On  the  representation  of  John  Lucas,  commissary  of 
pensioners,  in  behalf  of  Yerez  Bradford,  serjeant  in  Capt. 
Croel  Cotton's  company,  in  Col.  Josiah  Whitney's  regi- 
ment, was  wounded  in  his  left  knee  at  Rhode  Island,  in  the 
year  1778  : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Perez  Bradford  be  entitled  to 
one-fourth  part  of  pay  as  a  serjeant,  from  the  time  of  his 
discharge  from  said  reirinient.  March  15,  1783. 

Chapter  151. 

RESOLVE    ON    THE    PETITION    OF    CERTAIN    INHABITANTS    OF  fjhn'ij  I5I 
ERVIXGSniRE,    AND    OTHER    TOWNS,    APPOINTING    A    COM-  1  ' 

MITTEE  TO  REPAIR  TO  SOME  CONVENIENT  PLACE  IN  THE 
TERRITORY  MENTIONED,  HEAR  THE  PARTIES,  AND  VIEW 
THEIR   SITUATION,   AND   REPORT. 

On  the  petition  of  certain  inhabitants  of  Ervingshire, 
"Warwick,  Athol  and  Royahton,  pj'aying  that  a  committee 
may  be  appointed  by  the  General  Court,  to  vieiv  (at  the 
petitioners  cost)  their  situation  and  circumstances,  and 
report  their  opinion  of  the  expediency  of  the  petitioner's 
being  incorporated  into  a  toivn: 
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Besolved,  That  Eleazer  Brooks,  Esq  ;  Mr.  James  Locke 
and  Ahel  Wilder,  Esq  ;  be  a  committee  to  repair  to  some 
convenient  place  in  the  territory  mentioned  l)y  the  ))eti- 
tioners,  notify  all  persons  interested,  hear  their  allegations 
and  complaints,  view  their  situation  and  circumstances, 
and  report  their  opinion  at  the  next  Session  of  the  Gen- 
eral Court,  and  that  the  whole  cost  and  expence  attending 
the  business  aforesaid  be  paid  l)y  the  persons  petitioning 
in  the  first  instance,  and  not  out  of  the  public  treasury. 

March  15,  1788. 

Chapter  153. 

Chap.152  RESOLVE  impowering  achsah  ludden,  to  sell  the  part 

^  *  OF  THE  REAL  ESTATE  MENTIONED  IN  HER  PETITION. 

On  the  petition  of  Achsah  Ludden,  loidow  and  admin- 
istratrix on  the  estate  of  Levi  Ludden,  late  of  Williams- 
burg, in  the  county  of  Hampshire,  deceased,  praying  for 
liberty  to  sell  so  much  of  the  real  estate  of  the  said  deceased, 
as  shall  he  found  necessary  to  pay  the  just  debts  of  the  said 
deceased,  and  to  enable  her  to  sup)p)ort  her  child  who  is  very 
weakly,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  her  petition: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  she  the  said  Achsah  Ludden  in  her  said  capacity 
be,  and  she  hereby  is  authorized  and  impowered,  to  sell 
so  much  of  the  real  estate  of  the  said  deceased,  as  the 
full  sum  of  debts  due  from  the  said  estate  shall  amount 
to  ;  and  also  so  much,  and  no  more  than  what  shall  be 
really  necessary  to  support  the  said  child,  and  make  and 
execute  a  good  and  lawful  deed  or  deeds  thereof  to  the 
j)urchaser  or  purchasers,  she  observing  the  rules  and 
directions  of  the  law  for  the  sale  of  real  estates  by 
executors  and  administrators,  tirst  giving  sufficient  secu- 
rity to  the  Judge  of  Prol)ate  for  the  county  of  Hampshire, 
that  the  proceeds  arising  by  the  sale  of  such  estate  be 
applied  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and  she  to  be  account- 
able to  the  Judge  of  said  county  therefor. 

March  15,  1783. 

Chapter  153. 

ChaV.15d  RESOLVE    ON    THE     PETITION    OF    JOHN    CODMAN,    JUN.    AND 
^  '  WILLIAM   SMITH. 

On  the  petition  of  John  Codman,  ju7i.  and  William 
Smith,   setting  forth  that  they  are  interested  in  the  late 
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jmrc/ta.^e  of  tJie  fi/u'j)  Tartar, /or  ?/7ric7i  they  are  indebted 
to  this  Commonwecdllty  and  praying  that  they  may  he 
alloived  to  discount  a  warrant  for  six  hundred  and  sixty- 
nine  pounds  seven  shillings  and  six  pence,  in  payment  for 
the  xame,  vdtich  icarrant  ii'as  issued  in  tJieir  favour  on  the 
2'ld  day  of  Novcni1)cr,  1781,  on  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Co/nmomvealth,  for  freif/ht  and  primage  of  goods  imjwrted 
by  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  he,  and  he  herchy  is 
directed,  to  discharge  the  a])Ove  warrant,  l)y  paying  to,  or 
discounting  with  the  said  t/o/m  CocZman,  jun.  and  Tl^i7//am 
Smith,  the  said  sum  of  six  hundred  and  sixty -nine  pounds, 
seven  shillings  and  six  pence,  out  of  the  monies  arising 
from  the  sales  of  the  ship  Tartar.  March  15,  1783. 

Chapter  154. 

RESOLVE   APPOINTING   A  COMMITTEE   TO   EXAMINE    AND    PASS  Qhaj)  154 
ON  ALL  ACCOUNTS  EXHIBITED,  FOR  SERVICES,  &c.  FOR  THE  -^  ' 

USE  OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH,  AND  REPEALING  A  RESOLVE 
PASSED  THE  13th  OF  FEBRVART1.AST:. 

Whereas  the  multiplicity  of  accounts  against  the  Com- 
monwealtJi  noiv  laying  unsettled,  together  ivith  the  urgency 
of  public  business,  make  it  necessary  that  a  more  expedi- 
tious mode  of  settling  the  said  accounts  than  that  provided 
in  the  resolve  of  the  thirteenth  of  February  last,  should  be 
adopted. 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  resolve  before  mentioned 
of  the  thirteenth  of  February  be,  and  it  is  hereby 
repealed. 

It  is  further  Resolved,  That  Ephraim  Starkiveather , 
Charles  Turner,  Seth  Washburn,  Joseph  jSFoyes,  and 
Miles  Greenwood,  Esq'rs,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  ap- 
pointed a  committee,  whose  business  it  shall  be  to  receive, 
examine  and  pass  on  all  accounts,  (not  otherwise  ordered) 
that  shall  be  exhibited  for  services  performed,  cash  ad- 
vanced or  pro])erty  sold  for  the  use  of  this  Common- 
wealth by  order  of  the  General  Court,  or  any  person  or 
persons  authorized  to  incur  such  expence,  in  all  cases 
where  such  accounts  are  properly  vouched,  and  where 
the  rate  of  allowance  shall  have  been  prescribed  by  the 
legislature,  and  the  doings  of  any  three  of  the  said  com- 
mittee, in  pursuance  of  these  resolves  shall  be  valid,  as 
well  in  the  recess  as  durin<y  the  settino;  of  the  General 
Court. 
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Resolved,  That  if  any  account  shall  be  exhiljited  to  the 
said  committee  for  which  no  principles  of  settlement  shall 
have  been  previously  prescribed,  the  said  committee  shall 
thereupon  consider  of,  and  report  to  the  legislature  for 
their  acceptance,  a  rate  of  allowance  or  general  i)rniciples 
of  settlement  in  such  manner  as  that  all  accounts  of  a 
similar  nature  may  be  thereby  adjusted  and  settled,  and 
the  beforementioned  committee  shall,  in  a  book  to  be 
kept  for  that  purpose,  make  a  fair  entry  of  the  names  of 
all  })ersons  whose  accounts  they  shall  allow,  the  towns 
to  which  they  severally  belong,  the  services  or  articles 
charged  in  the  said  accounts,  and  the  amount  of  the 
sums  allowed  thereon  ;  which  book  shall  be  laid  before 
the  General  Court  once  in  every  Session  for  inspection. 

It  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  shall 
be,  and  they  hereby  are  authorized,  to  pa}^  the  accounts 
that  shall  be  allowed  by  them  in  pursuance  of  these 
resolves,  and  shall  apply  to  the  General  Court  from  time 
to  time  for  money  for  this  purpose.         March  15,  1783. 

Chapter  155. 

Chan.155  resolve   directing  the   commissary   general  to   dis- 

^  '  CHARGE     JONATHAN    EDDY,     ESQ;      WILLIAM    HOW,     AND 

ZEBULON  ROW,  FROM   CERTAIN   OBLIGATIONS. 

On  the  'petition  q/"  Jonathan  Eddy,  Esq;  William  How, 
and  Zebulon  Row. 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  the  Commissary  General  is  hereby  directed  to  dis- 
charge the  said  Jonathan  Eddy,  Esq  ;  and  others,  from 
their  ol)ligations,  as  set  forth  in  their  petition,  being  one 
hundred  and  sixty-nine  pounds  eight  shillings,  any  law  or 
resolve  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

March  19,  1783. 

Chapter  156. 

Char)  156  resolve  on  the  petition  of  seth  newton,  empowering 

^  '  HIM  TO  MAKE  SALE  OF  A  PIECE  OF  LAND  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Seth  Newton,  guardian  to  Thomas 
Lewis,  of  Southborough,  a  person  non  compos,  praying 
for  liberty  to  malm  sale  of  about  eight  acres  of  improved 
land,  it  being  the  property  of  the  above  said  Thomas  : 

Resolved,  That  the  above  said  Seth  JSfeivton,  in  his 
capacity  as  guardian,   for  the  reasons    set  forth  in  his 
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petition,  be,  and  he  hereby  is  empowered,  to  make  sale 
of  the  above  said  piece  of  land,  for  the  most  the  same 
will  fetch,  and  make  and  exccnte  a  good  and  lawful  deed 
or  deeds  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers,  he  observing  the 
rules  of  law  for  the  sale  of  real  estate,  made  and  provided  for 
executors  and  administrators,  first  giving  bond,  with  sufli- 
cient  sureties,  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of 
Worcester,  that  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  be  improved  for 
the  benefit  of  the  said  Thomas.  March  19,  1788. 

Chapter  157. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  MART  HUBBARD,  ADMINISTRA-  /^7.^jj  1  ^7 
TRIX  TO  JONAS  HUBBARD,  LATE  OF  WORCESTER,  DECEASED.      ^'1^^^^'^^ 

On  the  petition  of  Mary  Hubbard,  administratrix  on  the 
estate  of  Jonas  Hubbard,  late  of  Worcester,  in  the  county 
of  Worcester,  deceased,  William  Young,  and  Jonathan 
Phillips,  r/uardians  to  the  heirs  of  the  said  deceased,  pray- 
ing  for  liberty  to  sell  a  part  of  the  real  estate  of  the  said 
heirs,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  their  petition  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  their  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  said  Mary  Hubbard,  William  Young,  and 
Jonathan  Phillips,  in  their  said  capacities,  be,  and  are 
hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  to  make  sale  of  the 
land  mentioned  in  their  petition,  for  the  most  the  same 
will  fetch,  and  to  make  and  execute  a  good  and  lawful 
deed  or  deeds  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers,  they  observ- 
in<2:  the  rules  and  directions  of  law  for  the  sale  of  real 
estates  by  executors  or  administrators,  first  giving  bonds 
to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of  Woixester,  that 
the  money  arising  by  the  said  sale,  after  pa3'ing  the 
charges,  shall  one  third  be  put  to  interest,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  said  widow,  during  her  life,  and  the  other  two 
thirds,  together  with  the  widow's  reserve,  after  her 
decease,  shall  be  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  heirs 
at  law  to  the  aforesaid  deceased,  in  legal  proportion. 

^  March  19,  1783. 

Chapter  158. 

RESOLVE   REQUESTING  THE  GOVERNOR  TO  LIBERATE  SAMUEL  n^nj^  I5Q 
ELY   FROM    HIS    CONFINEMENT    IN    GOAL,  UNDER    CERTAIN  ^  ' 

CONDITIONS. 

On  the  j)etition  of  Samuel  Ely,  ^sq;  in  behalf  of  his 
son,  Samuel  Ely,  noiv  a  prisoner  in  Boston  goal,  praying 
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tJtat  he  7nay  he  liberated,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  said 
petition : 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be,  and  is  hereby 
requested,  to  order  the  said  Samuel  Ely  to  be  released 
from  his  present  confinement,  provided  he  the  said 
Samuel  Ely  shall  give  bond  to  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Commonwealth,  with  two  sufficient  sureties,  in  the  sum 
of  one  thousand  j^ounds,  conditioned,  that  he  will  not 
directly  or  indirectly  give  any  intelligence  to  the  ene- 
mies of  the  United  States,  and  will  not  do  or  say  any 
thing  in  opposition  to,  or  in  prejudice  of,  the  measures 
and  proceedings  of  the  Congress  of  the  said  States,  or 
the  General  Court  or  Council  of  this  Commonwealth,  and 
will  immediately  depart  this  Commonwealth,  and  not 
return  into  the  same  without  leave  first  had  and  obtained 
from  the  General  Court,  and  provided  also  that  the  said 
Samuel  Ely  pay  the  Court  charges  and  jail  fees. 

March  17,  1783. 


Chapter  159. 
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RESOLVE  EMPOWERING  EBENEZER  MITCHELL  TO  MAKE  SALE 
OF  A  PART  OF  THE  REAL  ESTATE  MENTIONED  IN  HIS 
PETITION. 

On  the  petition  of  Ebenezer  Mitchell,  as  guardian  to 
William  Mitchell,  a  minor,  praying  that  he  may  be  em- 
powered to  sell  so  much  of  the  said  William's  real  estate, 
as  will  pay  the  moiety  of  a  certain  legacy,  with  the  interest 
due  thereon,  with  all  intervening  charges,  for  reasons  set 
forth  in  the  said  petition : 

Resolved,  That  Ebenezer  Mitchell,  guardian  to  William 
Mitchell,  a  minor,  be,  and  he  hereby  is  empowered,  to 
make  sale  of  such  a  part  of  the  real  estate  of  the  said 
William  as  will  fully  pay  and  discharge  his  part  of  the 
first  moiety  of  a  legacy  which  is  due  to  Elizabeth  and 
Mehitable  Mitchell,  with  the  interest  due  thereon,  and  all 
intervening  charges ;  and  the  said  Ebenezer  is  hereby 
fully  impowered  to  make  and  execute  a  good  and  lawful 
deed  or  deeds  of  the  same,  he  observing  the  rules  and 
directions  of  the  law  as  in  such  cases  is  directed,  he  first 
o-ivino;  sufficent  sureties  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the 
county  of  Essex,  that  the  proceeds  by  sale  of  the  said 
estate  be  appropriated  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

March  17,  1783. 
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Chapter  IGO. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  CAPT.  AMOS  LINCOLN,  DIRECT-  CkaV.lGO 
ING  THE  COMMISSARY  GENERAL  TO  SUPPLY  THE  NON-COM-  ^  " 

MISSIONED  OFFICERS  AND  PRIVATES  IN  HIS  COMPANY  WITH 
CLOATHING. 

On  (he pefifkm  of  CajJt.  Amos  Lincoln,  praying  that  a 
siiit  of  doathes  may  he  (jranted  to  each  non-commissioned 
officer  and  private  soldier  in  the  company  under  his  com- 
mand, agreeable  to  the  establishment  made  for  the  said 
company,  by  a  resolve  of  the  General  Court  of  April 
27,  1780. 

liesolved.  That  Richard  Devens,  Esq ;  Commissary 
General  of  this  Commonwealth  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
empowered  and  directed,  to  supply  each  non-commis- 
sioned officer  and  soldier  in  the  company  commanded  by 
Capt.  Amos  Lincoln,  aforesaid,  with  one  coat,  one  waist- 
coat, one  pair  of  breeches,  one  shirt,  one  pair  of  shoes, 
one  pair  of  stockings  and  one  hat,  agreeable  to  the  estab- 
lishment aforesaid.  March  17,  1783. 

Chapter  161. 

RESOLVE   DISCHARGING  EPHRAIM  STARKWEATHER,  ESQ;  AND   (JJia^j  161 
OTHERS,    A     COMMITTEE     TO    ALLOW    AND    PAY    ACCOUNTS,  ^  ' 

FROM  THE  SUM  OF  THIRTEEN  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED 
AND  SIXTY  POUNDS  FIVE  SHILLINGS  AND  THREE  PENCE. 

Resolved,  That  Ephraim  Starkweather,  Abraham  Ful- 
ler, Seth  Washhourn,  Joseph  JVoyes,  Esq'rs.  and  Mr. 
Miles  Greenu'ood,  a  committee  appointed  to  allow  and 
pay  accounts  be,  and  they  hereby  are  fully  discharged, 
from  the  simi  of  thirteen  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty 
piounds  five  shillings  and  three  pence,  received  by  them 
out  of  the  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  from  the 
thirteenth  day  of  June  last  past,  to  the  tenth  day  of 
February  following,  they  having  accounted  for  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  said  sum  in  the  business  of  their 
appointment.  March  17,  1783. 


Chapter  103. 

COMMITTEE   ON   ACCOUNTS   DIRECTED   TO  ALLOW  THE   CLERKS 
IN  THE   SECRETARY'S    AND    TREASURER'S    OFFICES,    SEVE 
SHILLINGS   PER    DAY,    AND    TWELVE    SHILLINGS   FOR   THE 
BOARD  OF  THE  POOR  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  CHARLESTOWN. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  on  accounts  allow  to  each 
of  the  clerks  in  the  Secretary's  and  Treasurer's  offices, 
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seven  shillings  per  day,  for  their  past  services,  and  that 
allowances  be  made  in  like  proportion  for  the  services  of 
other  persons  of  a  similar  nature. 

And  it  is  hereby  further  Ordered,  That  the  said  com- 
mittee allow  no  more  than  tivelve  shillings  per  w^eek  for 
the  full  board  of  any  one  of  the  poor  of  the  town  of 
Charleslown ,  in  any  case  whatever.         March  17,  1783. 

Chapter  163. 

Chav  1 63  R-KSOLVE  on  the  petition  of  the  committee  of  the  town 

^  '  OF  BRUNSWICK,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  CUMBERLAND. 

On  the  petition  of  the  committee  of  the  town  of  Bruns- 
wick, in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  setting  forth  the  dis- 
tressed circumstances  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  toivn, 
and  2^1'aying  they  may  be  excused  from  the  fine  for  not 
raising  three  men,  agreeable  to  a  resolve  o/" March  7,  1782  : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  inhabitants"  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  excused,  from  the  payment  of  any  fine  for  not 
raising  the  three  men  aforesaid,  they  paying  into  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
eighty -five  pounds  four  shillings  and  one  penny  half-penny, 
being  the  whole  amount  of  the  average  price  of  the  said 
three  men,  and  take  duplicate  receipts  for  the  said  sum, 
one  of  which  to  be  lodged  in  the  Secretary's  office. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be,  and 
hereby  is  directed,  on  the  receipt  of  the  aforesaid  sum  of 
one  hundi'ed  eighty-five  pounds  four  shillings  and  one 
penny  half-2)enny ,  to  stay  execution  against  the  said  town 
of  Brunswick,  for  the  deficiency  of  the  said  three  men, 
any  resolve  of  the  General  Court  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. March  19,  1783. 

Chapter  164. 

Chan  164  ^  grant  of  six  thousand  pounds  to  eperaim  stark- 

l  '  WEATHER,  ESQ;  AND  OTHERS,  A  COMMITTEE  ON  ACCOUNTS. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth,  to  Ephraim  8tarkiveatJier,  Esq ;  and 
others,  a  committee  for  examining,  allowing,  and  paying 
accounts,  the  sum  of  six  thousand  pounds,  out  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  tax  granted  in  October,  1781,  the  said 
committee  to  be  accountable  for  the  expenditure  of  the 
same.  March  17,  1783. 
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Chapter  165. 

RESOLVE    ON    THE     PETITION     OF    ANDREW    AND     REBECCA    QJiaV  165 

GARDNER.  ^  ' 

On  the  petition  of  Andrew  (lardner  and  Rebecca  Gard- 
ner, sJiewing,  tliat  the  said  Rebecca,  witJt  one  Unite  Brown, 
irere  appointed  Joint  executors  of  the  last  will  and  testament 
q/ Jolin  lirown,  late  q/'Needham,  in  the  countij  of  SuH'olk, 
deceased,  and  that  the  said  Unite  Jtaving  no  interest  in 
the  execution  of  the  said  trust,  hath  for  many  years  past 
absented  himself,  and  keep>s  himself  without  the  knmoledge 
of  the  said  Andrew  and  Reliecca,  to  her  great  delay  and 
injury  in  the  execution  of  the  said  trust: 

Be  it  therefore  Resolved,  That  the  said  Rebecca,  in  her 
said  capacity,  be,  and  she  hereby  is  authorized  and  em- 
powered, to  do  and  perform  all  and  every  legal  act  neces- 
sary- for  carrying  the  said  will  and  testament  into  etl'ect, 
in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner  as  the  said  Unite  Brown 
and  Rebecca  are  joint!}'  authorized  to  do  by  the  said  last 
will  and  testament.  March  17,  17 S3. 

Chapter  166. 

RESOLVE   IMPOWERING  JOHN  RICE   AND   JABEZ  HARDING,   TO  (V,(yq^  Igg 
MAKE   SALE  OF  THE  REAL   ESTATE    MENTIONED    IN    THEIR  ^"^F' 
PETITION. 

On  the  petition  q/"  John  Rice  and  Jal)ez  Harding,  guar- 
dians to  Mary  Harding,  Jerusha  Harding  and  John  Ilard- 
ing,  minors  and  heirs  to  John  Harding,  late  q/'Sturbridge, 
deceased,  praying  that  they  may  be  impowered,  to  sell 
all  the  real  estate  belonging  to  the  said  INIary,  Jerusha 
and  John  Harding,  for  the  reasons  mentioned  in  said 
petition  : 

Resolved,  That  the  above  said  John  Rice  and  Jabez 
Harding  in  their  said  capacity  as  guardians  be,  and  they 
hereby  are  impowered,  to  make  sale  of  all  the  real  estate 
of  the  above  said  minors,  for  the  most  the  same  will  fetch, 
and  make  and  execute  a  good  and  lawful  deed  or  deeds  to 
the  purchaser  or  purchasers,  they  observing  the  laws  for 
the  rule  and  direction  of  executors  and  administrators  in 
the  sale  of  real  estates,  and  giving  bonds  with  sufficient 
sureties  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of  Worces- 
ter, that  after  all  the  just  de])ts  are  paid  out  of  the  money 
arising'    from    Ihc   said   sale,   the   remainder  of  the   said 
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money  be  put  and  kept  on  interest  for  the  benefit  of  the 
said  heirs,  and  each  one's  share  paid  to  them  with  the 
interest  as  they  shall  arrive  to  full  age. 

March  18,  1783. 


Chapter  167. 

Chan  167  resolve   on  the   petition  of  oren  smith,  appointing 

^  '  DAVID    SMEAD,    ESQ;    AND    OTHERS,   A    COMMITTEE    TO    AP- 

PRAISE   THE     LAND     MENTIONED,    AND    TO     GIVE    A    DEED 
THEREOF. 

On  the  petition  of  Oren  Smith,  setting  forth,  that  in 
February  ?«6-^  lie  jmrchased  o/"  Jonathan  Fisk,  a  tract  of 
land  lying  in  the  county  of  Hampshire,  which  appears  to 
he  the 2)roperty  of  this  Commonirealth  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  his  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  David  Smead  and  Hugh  M'Lellan,  Esq'rs.  and 
Mr.  James  Burdick  be,  and  hereby  are  appointed  a  com- 
mittee, who  shall  be  dul}'  sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge 
of  their  trust,  to  appraise  the  said  land  according  to  the 
just  value  thereof,  and  shall  make  and  execute  a  good  and 
lawful  deed  of  the  said  land,  to  him  the  said  Oren  SmitJi, 
and  shall  receive  the  money  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  said 
land,  or  good  and  sufficient  security  for,  the  same,  and 
shall  pay  or  deliver  the  same  to  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Commonwealth,  taking  duplicate  receipts  therefor,  one  of 
which  to  be  lodged  in  the  Secretary's  ofiice,  and  lay  the 
account  of  their  sei-vices  before  the  committee  on  accounts. 

March  20,  1783. 


Chap.lGS 


Chapter  168. 

RESOLVE   ON  THE   PETITION   OF  ROBERT  MILLER. 

On  the  petition  of  Robert  Miller  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the 
Peace  next  to  be  holden  in  and  for  the  county  of  Hamp- 
shire be,  and  hereby  are  authorized  and  impowered,  to 
licence  Robert  Miller,  of  Colrain,  in  said  county,  to  keep 
a  tavern  in  the  house  where  he  now  lives,  he  producing  to 
the  said  court  the  approbation  and  recommendation  of  the 
selectmen  of  the  said  town  of  Colrain,  agreeable  to  law, 
the  time  for  granting  such  licences  l)eing  elapsed  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding.  March  19,  1783. 
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Chapter  169. 


Chap.l69 


RESOLVE   EMPOWERING   SUSAXXAH  CHEEVER  TO  MAKE   SALE 
OF  THE  REAL  ESTATE  MENTIONED  IN  HER  PETITION. 

On  the  jjetition  o/"  Susannah  Clieever,  administratrix  on 
the  estate  of  her  Jiushand,,  I-^dward  Cheevcr,  late  of  Wil- 
hraham,  deceased,  j)rayin(/  for  liberty  to  sell  the  real  estate 
of  the  said  deceased,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  said  peti- 
tion : 

Jiesolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petitioner  be 
2:ranted,  and  that  she  the  said  Susannah  Cheever  be,  and 
she  hereby  is  authorized  and  empowered,  to  make  sale  of 
all  the  real  estate  of  the  said  deceased,  in  the  said  Wilbra- 
hcnn,  for  the  most  the  same  will  fetch,  and  make  and 
execute  a  good  and  lawful  deed  or  deeds  of  the  same  to 
the  purchaser  or  purchasers  thereof,  she  observing  the 
rules  and  directions  of  law  for  the  sale  of  real  estates  by 
executors  and  administrators,  she  first  giving  sufficient 
security  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of  Ilarnj^- 
sltire,  that  two  thirds  of  the  proceeds  arising  by  sale  of 
the  said  estate,  kept  on  interest  for  the  benefit  of  the 
heir,  reserving  the  income  of  the  other  third  of  the  pro- 
ceeds to  herself,  during  her  life,  and  to  pay  to  the  said 
heir,  mentioned  in  her  petition,  the  principal  and  interest 
of  the  said  two  thirds,  when  the  said  heir  shall  arrive  to 
lawful  age.  March  18,  17 S3. 

Chapter  170. 

RESOLVE   ON   THE   PETITION   OF  JAMES  ATRAULT,   IN   BEHALF  fy,^,,,  170 
OF  THE  TOWN  OF  SANDERSFIELD.  Kj/nqj. 

On  the  petition  of  James  Ayrault,  in  behalf  of  the  toicn 
of  Sandersfield,  representing  that  tJie  said  town  icas  fined 
for  one  man,  in  the  tax  act  passed  in  the  May  session,  1781  : 
And  ichereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  that  the  said  toivn 
(f  Sandersfield  procured  their  whole  quota  of  men,  agree- 
able to  a  resolve  of  the  General  Court,  of  the  22d  day  of 
June,  1780  :    Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth 
])e,  and  is  hereby  directed,  to  receipt  the  town  of  Sanders- 
field for  the  sum  of  seventeen  pounds  four  shillings  and 
eight  pence,  it  being  the  fine  and  average  bounty  which 
the  town  stands  charged  for  their  deficiency  of  one  man, 
any  resolve  to  the  contrary'  notwithstanding. 

March  IS,  11  S3. 
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Chapter  171. 

(7Aa?9.171  R-KSOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  MARY BARTLETT,  JOSIAH  BART- 
^  '  LETT,     AND     STEPHEN^     GORHAM,    EMPOWERING    THEM    TO 

MAKE    SALE    OF    THE    REAL    ESTATE    MENTIONED. 

Oil  the  petition  of  Mary  Bartlett,  Josiah  Bartlett,  and 
Stephen  Gorliain,  praying  for  liberty  to  sell  a  piece  of 
land  and  buildings,  belonging  to  the  estate  of  Abraham 
Bartlett,  deceased,  lying  in  the  town  of  Woburn,  in  the 
county  of  ^iiAAXeaey. ,  for  7'easons  set  forth  in  their  petition : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  their  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  they  the  said  Josiah  Bartlett  and  Stephen  Gor- 
ham,  in  their  capacity  of  guardians  to  the  children  of  the 
said  deceased,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and 
empowered,  to  make  sale  of  the  real  estate  mentioned 
in  their  petition,  for  the  most  the  same  will  fetch,  and 
make  and  execute  a  good  and  lawful  deed  or  deeds  to  the 
purchaser  or  purchasers  thereof,  they  ol^serving  the  rules 
and  directions  of  the  law  for  the  sale  of  real  estates  by 
executors  and  administrators,  first  giving  bond  to  the 
Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of  Suffolk,  that  the 
proceeds  arising  by  the  sale  of  the  said  estate,  be  put 
on  interest,  for  the  benefit  of  the  heirs  of  the  said 
deceased,  and  one  third  of  the  said  interest  to  be  paid 
to  the  said  widow  of  the  said  deceased,  annually,  during 
her  natural  life,  and  the  other  two  thirds,  with  the  interest, 
to  be  paid  to  the  legal  heirs,  severally,  as  they  shall  arrive 
to  full  age,  and  after  the  decease  of  the  said  widow,  the 
remaining  third  to  be  paid  in  legal  proportion. 

March  18,  1783. 


Chapter  172. 

Chav  172  Ri'"'^OLVE  on  the  petition  of  william  tuck,  empowering 

^  ■  WILLIAM   TUCK  AND    LTDIA   LEE,  TO    MAKE    SALE    OF   THE 

REAL  ESTATE  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  William  Tuck,  guardian  to  Henry 
Lee,  son  to  Samuel  Lee,  deceased,  to.  William  Twck,  jun. 
Samuel  Tuck,  Warren  Tuck,  and  Deborah  Tuck,  minors, 
and  heirs  to  the  estate  of  Samuel  Lee,  late  of  Manchester, 
deceased,  and  Lydia  Lee,  mother  and  guardian  to  Lydia 
Lee,  a  minor,  and  heir  to  the  said  deceased's  estate,  pray- 
ing for  liberty  to  sell  the  real  estate  belonging  to  the  said 


1782.  —  January  Session.  457 

minors,  in  Miirblehetid, /or  reasons  set  forth  in  their  jjeti- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  they  the  said  William  Tuck  and  Lydia  Lee,  he, 
and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  impowered,  to  make 
sale  of  all  the  real  estate  belonging  to  the  said  minors, 
mentioned  in  their  petition,  for  the  most  the  same  will 
fetch,  and  make  and  execute  a  good  and  lawful  deed  or 
deeds  of  the  same  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  thereof, 
they  observing  the  rules  and  directions  of  the  law  for  the 
sale  of  real  estates  by  executors  and  administrators,  first 
giving  sufficient  security  to  the  Judge  of  Probate,  that 
the  proceeds  arising  by  the  sale  of  the  said  estate,  be  put 
on  interest  for  the  benefit  of  the  heirs  at  law,  and  paid  to 
each  of  them  respectively  their  legal  share  as  thej^  shall 
arrive  to  full  age.  March  IS,  1783. 


Chapter  173. 

RESOLVE   IMPOWERING  GIDEON  FROST  AND   AARON  HILL,  TO  (JJinr)  173 
SELL  PART  OF  THE  REAL  ESTATE  MENTIONED.  -^  * 

On  the  petition  of  Gideon  Frost  and  Aaron  Hill,  both 
of  Cambridge,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  guardians  to 
Jonathan  Cooper  Hill  and  Lydia  Hill,  minors  and  chil- 
dren o/"  Jonathan  Hill,  late  of  the  said  Cambridge,  deceased, 
praying  for  liberty  to  make  sale  of  so  much  of  the  real 
estate  of  the  said  deceased,  as  to  amount  to  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  ninety  five  pounds, /or  the  support  and  edu- 
cation of  the  said  children,  for  reasons  in  their  petition  set 
forth. 

ResolveiJ,,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  said  Gideon  Frost  and  Aaron  Hill  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  authorized  and  impowered,  to  sell  so 
nnich  of  the  said  deceased's  estate,  where  it  will  be  least 
prejudicial  to  the  whole,  for  the  most  it  will  fetch,  as 
shall  amount  to  the  above  said  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
ninety-five  pounds,  and  make  and  execute  a  good  and 
lawful  deed  or  deeds  of  the  same  to  the  purchaser  or 
])urchasers  thereof,  observing  the  rules  and  directions  of 
the  law  for  the  sale  of  real  estates  by  executors  and  admin- 
istrators, first  giving  security  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for 
the  said  county  of  Middlesex,  for  the  expenditure  thereof. 

March  18,  1783. 
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Cliapter  174. 

Chav  174  i^EsuLVE  impowering  mart  stow,  to  make  sale  of  the 

^  '  REAL  ESTATE   MENTIONED   IN  HER   PETITION. 

On  the  jjetition  of  Mary  Stow,  administratrix  to  the 
estate  of  Jonathan  Stow,  late  of  Charlton,  in  the  county 
of  Worcester,  deceased^  praying  that  she  may  be  impow- 
ered  to  make  sale  of  the  real  estate  of  her  late  husband, 
Jonathan  StoAV,  consisting  of  a  divelling  house,  and  about 
eighty  acres  of  land,  lying  in  the  said  Charlton, /or  ?'e«6*ow.s 
mentioned  in  her  said  jjetition. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Mary  8toio  be,  and  she  hereby 
is  fully  empowered,  to  make  sale  of  the  aforesaid  real 
estate,  for  the  most  it  will  fetch,  and  to  give  a  good  and 
lawful  deed  or  deeds  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers 
thereof,  she  observing  the  rules  and  directions  of  the 
law  for  the  sale  of  real  estates  by  executo];s  and  adminis- 
trators, first  giving  bond,  with  sureties,  to  the  Judge  of 
Proljate  for  the  said  county  of  Worcester ,  to  apply  the 
I)roceeds  of  the  said  sale  as  the  law,  for  the  distribution 
of  the  real  estates  of  intestates,  directs. 

March  18,  1783. 

Chapter  175. 

Clutl)  175  l^l^^OLVE     DIRECTING    THE     COMMITTEE     FOR    THE     SALE     OF 

^  '  ABSENTEES    ESTATES    WITHIN    THIS     COMMONWEALTH,    TO 

LEASE     SAID    ESTATES    FOR    ONE    YEAR,    AND    SO    ON    TILL 

FURTHER    ORDER,     AND     VESTING     THEM     WITH     CERTAIN 

POWERS. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  make  sale 
of  the  estates  of  conspirators  and  absentees,  in  and  for  the 
counties  within  this  Commonwealth,  be,  and  they  herel)y 
are  empowered  and  directed,  forthwith  to  examine  into 
the  circumstances  of  the  said  estates,  and  where  it  shall 
appear  to  them  to  be  for  the  public  advantage,  to  proceed 
to  lease  any  of  the  said  estates,  either  at  public  or  private 
sale,  for  one  year,  from  the  first  day  of  Ajjril  next,  and 
so  on  from  year  to  year,  until  the  further  order  of  the  Gen- 
eral Court,  or  until  such  estates  shall  be  otherwise  disposed 
of  agreeable  to  law,  previously  advertising  the  same  in  one 
of  the  Boston,  Worcester  or  Springfield  newspapers,  or 
in  such  other  way  as  may  appear  to  them  equally  l^ene- 
ficiul. 
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And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  said  committees 
respectively,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  be,  and  they  here- 
by are  vested  with  all  and  singular  the  powers  respecting 
the  said  estates,  as  agents  appointed  by  the  Judges  of  Pro- 
bate for  the  several  counties  are  by  law  vested,  any  act  or 
resolve  of  the  General  Court  notwithstanding. 

March  18,  1783. 

Chapter  176. 

RESOLVE  EXTENDING  A  RESOLVE   PASSED  2d  NOVEMBER,   178*2,  Chap.176 
RESPECTING  RECEIPTS  UPON  COLLECTORS  AND  CONSTABLES  ■^' 

BEING    RETURNED.   INTO   THE    TREASURER,    TO    THE    FIRST 
WEDNESDAY   OF  JUXE  NEXT.  • 

W/iereas  hy  a  resolve  of  the  General  Court,  passed  the 
2d  o/" November,  11^2,  pei^sons x)Ossessed  of  receipts  upon 
collectors  and  constables,  imre  empoivered  to  return  the  same 
into  the  Treasurer's  office,  within  forty  days  from  the  first 
day  of  December,  then  next  following,  and  many  persons 
are  precluded  from  obtaining  their  just  dues,  by  application 
either  to  the  collectors  or  constables,  or  the  Treasurer,  in 
cases  of  collectors  or  constables  refusing  payment  of  the 
same,  by  reason  whereof  it  is  become  necessary  that  a  fur- 
ther time  be  allowed  for  the  returning  such  receipts  into  the 
Treasurer's  office  : 

It  is  therefore  Resolved,  That  the  time  limited  in  the 
aforesaid  resolve  to  forty  days,  be,  and  hereby  is  extended 
to  the  first  Wednesday  of  June  next ;  and  in  the  mean  time 
the  said  resolve  shall  have  the  same  force  and  validity  in 
all  respects,  until  the  said  first  Wednesday  of  June  next, 
as  it  had  during  the  term  of  the  said  forty  days. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  be,  and  he  hereby  is 
directed,  to  publish  the  foregoing  resolve  in  Willis's,  the 
Worcester,  and  Springfield  newspapers. 

March  18,  1783. 

Chapter  177. 

RESOLVE    EMPOWERING     CALEB    AMMIDOWN,     AND     OTHERS,  (JJ^d^jj  yj^ 
SELECTMEN  OF    CHARLTON,  TO  REMOVE   THE   WIDOW  MAN-  -^  ' 

NING,  AND  CHILDREN,   TO   THE   TOWN  OF  DUDLEY. 

On  the  petition  q/"  Caleb  Ammidown,  and  others,  select- 
men of  Charlton,  praying  that  they  may  have  liberty  to 
remove  the  uyidoio  Manning  and  her  children,  out  of  the 
said  town,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  said  petition : 
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Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition 
be  granted,  and  the  selectmen  of  the  said  Charlton  be,  and 
they  are  hereb\'  empowered,  to  remove  the  said  widow 
Manning  and  children  to  the  town  of  Dudley,  and  deliver 
them  to  the  selectmen  of  the  said  Dudley;  and  the  select- 
men of  the  said  Dudley  are  hereby  ordered  and  directed 
to  receive  the  said  ^\\diOw  Manning  and  children,  and  pro- 
vide for  them  agreeable  to  the  orders  and  resolves  of  the 
General  Court,  making  provision  for  the  poor  of  Charles- 
town.  March  18,  1783. 

Chapter  177  a.* 

Cll  177a  I'^-ESOLVE  ON  THE  REPRESENTATION  OF  JOHN  ADAMS,  AUTHOR- 
IZING EZRA  SHADDUCK,  LATE  COLLECTOR  OF  TAXES  IN  THE 
TOWN  OF  BERNARDSTON,  TO  COLLECT  ALL  SUCH  TAXES 
NOW  DUE  FROM   THE   CLASS  MENTIONED. 

On  the  representation  of  John  Adams,  setting  forth,  that 
Ezra  Shadduck,  late  collector  of  taxes  for  the  toivn  of  Ber- 
njirdston,  in  the  county  of  Hampshire,  hath  in  his  hands 
a  list  of  assessment  of  a  tax  laid  on  sundry  pei^sons ,  classed 
for  procuring  a  man  for  the  army,  on  the  resolve  of  the 
General  Court  o/" December  2d,  1780,  ivhich  j^ersons  were 
at  the  time  of  their  being  classed  inhabitants  of  the  said 
Bernardston,  but  are  noiv  by  an  act  of  the-  General  Court 
annexed  unto  the  town  q/*Colerain,  ivhich  tax  is  yet  due: 

Besolved,  That  Ezra  Shadduclx  late  collector  of  taxes 
for  the  towm  of  Bernardston  be,  and  hereby  is  invested, 
with  legal  authority  to  collect  all  such  taxes  which  he  hath 
in  his  hands  now  due  from  the  class  aforesaid,  in  the  same 
way  and  manner  in  which  he  might  have  collected  the  same 
had  they  not  been  annexed  to  Colerain. 

March  18,  1783. 

Chapter  178. 

Chap  178  I'-J^S^JI^VE  ON  THE  REPRESENTATION  OF  THE  HON.  DAVID  SEIV- 
^  '  ELL,  ESQ;   DIRECTING  JOSEPH  CHADBOURNE  NOT  TO   SELL 

THE  SAID  LAND,  AND  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  STAY 
HIS  EXECUTION,  AND  TO  MAKE  ALLOWANCE  TO  THE  COL- 
LECTOR, AND  APPOINTING  A  COMMITTEE  TO  EXAMINE  THE 
STATE   OF  THE   UNIMPROVED  LANDS. 

On  the  representation  of  the  Hon.  David  Sewell,  Esq; 
that  certain  unimproved  lands  called  Lady  Pcpperell's  in 
the  plantation  q/' Little  Falls,  in  York  county,  assessed  four- 

*_Not  numbered  in  Session  Pamphlet. 
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teen  pounds  nineteen  shillings  and  seven  pence,  and  adver- 
ti::edfor  sale  in  order  to  jxfy  the  same,  are  in  his  opinion, 
the  j)roj)erti/  of  Sir  William  Pepperell,  an  absentee,  and 
may  accrue  to  this  OommonicealtJi  by  a  confiscation  of  the 
said  absentee's  estate.  v 

Resolved,  That  Joseph  Chadbourne,  collector  of  taxes  for 
the  i)lantation  of  Little  Falls  l)e,  and  he  hereby  is  j)rohil)ited 
sellino-  the  said  land,  and  the  Treasurer  of  this  Common- 
wealth is  hereby  directed  to  stay  his  execution  against  the 
said  collector  for  the  said  tax  oi  fourteen  pounds  nineteen 
shillinr/s  and  seven  pence,  until  the  further  order  of  the 
General  Court ;  and  the  said  Treasurer  is  further  directed 
to  allow  the  said  collector  fifteen  shillings  for  cost  of  adver- 
tizing the  said  land. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  Benjamin 
Chadbourne,  David  Seioell  and  JVathaniel  TFe?/s,  Esq'rs.  be, 
and  they  hereby  are  instituted  a  committee  to  examine  and 
ascertain  the  state  of  the  property  of  the  unimproved  lands 
above  mentioned,  and  also  of  any  other  unimproved  lands 
in  the  said  county  of  York  in  a  like  predicament,  and  the 
said  committee  are  authorized  and  empowered  in  the  cases 
that  may  appear  to  them  necessary,  to  treat  Avith  Lady 
Mary  Pepj)erell  and  her  daughter,  on  the  subject  of  their 
right  or  interest  in  any  of  the  said  lands,  and  to  propose 
terms  of  agreement  and  composition  in  their  relinquish- 
ment of  the  said  rights  and  interest  to  be  reported  to  the 
General  Court  for  their  approbation.       March  I'J,  17S3. 

Chapter  179. 

RESOLVE    DIRECTING  THE   TREASURER    TO    RECEIVE    A    BOND  (JJ^nj)  IJO 
EXECUTED    3u    FEBRUARY    LAST,    BY     SAMUEL    ELY,      AND  ^  * 

OTHERS. 

Whereas  by  a  resolve  of  the  General  Court,  passed  the 
11  th  day  q/"  March  instant;  it  is  provided,  that  the  Gov- 
ernor be  requested  to  order  Samuel  Ely  to  be  released  from 
his  confinement,  on  his  givim/  a  certain  bond,  mentioned 
in  the  said  resolve:  And  ivhereas  the  said  Samuel  had 
executed,  ivith  sufficient  sureties,  a  bond  of  the  same  tenor, 
ivhich  bond  is  ready  to  be  delivered  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Commomcealth,  but  bears  date  before  the  passing  of  the 
said  resolve- 
Resolved,  That  the  bond  executed  by  the  said  /Samuel, 
together  with  Thomas  Sheldon  and  Abner  Ely,  as  sureties, 
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bearing  date  the  third  day  of  February  last,  being  deliv- 
ered to  the  Treasurer,  shall  be  received  instead  of  the  bond 
mentioned  in  the  said  resolve,  of  the  17th  (yl  March  instant, 
any  thing  in  the  same  resolve  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. March  18^  1783. 

Chapter  180. 

Chan  180  resolve  appropriating  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of 
^  '  the  ship  tartar,  to  pay  the  members  of  the  gen- 

eral COURT. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  money  in  the  treasury, 
proceeding  from  the  sale  of  the  ship  Tartar,  as  may  l)e 
sufficient  to  pay  the  members  of  the  General  Court  for 
their  travel  and  attendance,  according  to  the  rolls  of  the 
present  session,  be,  and  hereby  is  appropriated  for  that 
})urpose,  and  that  the  Treasurer  be,  and  hereby  is  directed, 
to  govern  himself  accordingly.  March  18,  1783. 

Chapter  181. 

Chat)  181  i'^ESOLVE    GRANTING    TO    THE     HON.     SAMUEL     HOLTON,     ESQ; 
^'  NINETY    POUNDS,    FOR    HIS     SERVICES    AT    CONGRESS,    IN 

ADDITION   TO    WHAT   HE    HAS    RECEIVED. 

On  the  subject  of  the  Hon.  Samuel  Holton's  letter  to  this 
Co2crt,  setting  forth,  that  the  grants  rnade  to  him  for  his 
services  as  delegate  in  Congress,  luhicJt  ivere  in  paper  cur- 
rency, appear,  on  calculation,  to  be  far  short  of  the  grants 
made  by  this  Court  to  other  Delegates  in  like  circumstances : 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  oi  ninety  p>ounds,  in  specie,  be, 
and  hereby  is  granted  to  the  said  iSamuel  Holton,  Esq  ;  in 
full  for  his  said  services  at  Congress,  in  addition  to  what 
he  has  already  received,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of 
this  Commonwealth.  March  19,  1783. 

Chapter  183. 

Chan  \S^  resolve   empowering  hannah  holm  an,  of   salem,  to 
^  *     *^      make  sale   of  the  real  estate  mentioned  in   her 
petition. 

On  the  2^€lilion  of  Hannah  Holman,  of  Salem,  in  the 
county  of  Essex,  administratrix  on  the  estate  of  her  hus- 
band, Nathaniel  Holman,  late  of  said  Salem,  deceased,  and 
guardian  to  three  of  the  children  of  said  deceased,  minors, 
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jwai/infj  for  liherly  to  sell  the  real  estate  of  said  deceased, 
for  reasons  set  forth  in  her  'petition : 

Ilesoh-ed,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  she  the  said  Hannah  Holman  be,  and  she  is  hcre- 
))y  authorised  and  empowered,  to  make  sale  of  all  the  real 
estate  of  the  said  deceased,  for  the  most  the  same  will 
fetch,  and  make  and  execute  a  good  and  lawful  deed  or 
deeds  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  thereof,  she  observ- 
ing the  rules  and  directions  of  the  law  for  the  sale  of  real 
estates  by  executors  and  administrators,  first  giving  suffi- 
cient security  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of 
Essex,  that  the  interest  of  one  third  be  reserved  to  her- 
self, and  that  after  paying  the  just  debts  of  the  said  de- 
ceased, the  remainder  of  two  thirds,  to  be  put  on  interest, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  heirs,  to  be  paid  to  each  of  them, 
l)oth  principal  and  interest,  in  their  respective  share,  sev- 
erally, as  they  shall  arrive  to  full  age  ;  and  also  the  other 
third,  after  the  decease  of  the  said  widow,  to  be  paid  to 
the  legal  heirs,  in  like  proportion.  March  19,  1783. 

Chapter  183. 

IIESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  SECRETARY  TO  PUBLISH  A  RESOLVE,  (Jha)}.\S'^ 
PASSED     THE     13th    INSTANT,     POSTPONING    THE     SALE     OF  ^  * 

ABSENTEES  ESTATES,  AND  TO  SEND  COPIES  TO  THE  COM- 
MITTEES FOR  THE  COUNTIES  OF  WORCESTER,  HAMPSHIRE 
AND   BERKSHIRE. 

Whereas  there  was  a  resolve  passed  the  General  Court, 
on  the  \Wi  day  of  March  instant,  for  postponing  the  sale 
of  confiscated  estates  until  Octoljer  next,  and  as  the  Secre- 
tary was  not  directed  to  publish  the  said  resolve,  it  is  not 
nicely  to  ansioer  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  intended: 

Tlierefore  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  be,  and  he  here- 
by is  directed,  to  publish  the  aforementioned  resolve  in 
Willis  s  paper,  and  also  to  forward  copies  of  the  same 
immediately  to  the  committees  for  the  sale  of  confiscated 
estates  in  the  counties  of  Worcester,  Hainpshire,  and  Berk- 
shire. March  19,  1783. 

Chapter  184. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JOHN  PICKERING,  ESQ;  ADMIN-   (JJ.ff^^  1g4 
ISTRATOR   ON    THE    ESTATE   OF    SAMUEL    ORNE,    DECEASED,  ^  ' 

EMPOWERING  HIM  TO  MAKE  SALE  OF  THE  REAL  ESTATE 
MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  John  Pickering,  administrator  on  the 
estate  of  Samuel  Orne,  deceased,  praying  for  liberty  to 
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make  sale  of  lite  vjJiole  of  the  said  deceased's  real  estate,  for 
reasons  set  forth  in  his  petition  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be 
granted,  and  that  he  the  said  John  Pickerinrj,  in  his  said 
capacity,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered, 
to  make  sale  of  the  whole  of  the  said  real  estate  mentioned 
in  his  petition,  for  the  most  the  same  will  fetch,  and  make 
and  execute  a  good  and  lawful  deed  or  deeds  of  the  same 
to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  thereof,  he  observing  the 
rules  and  directions  of  the  law  for  the  sale  of  real  estates 
by  executors  and  administrators,  first  giving  sufficient 
security  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of  Essex, 
that  the  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  the  said  estate  shall,  as 
far  as  necessary,  be  applied  for  discharging  the  debts  due 
from  the  estate  of  the  said  deceased,  and  the  remainder 
paid  to  the  heirs  now  in  this  State,  in  the  same  propor- 
tion they  would  have  inherited  the  said  real  estate,  in  case 
it  had  not  l)een  sold,  and  to  pay  the  share  of  Lois  Pain, 
the  wife  of  William  Pain,  an  absentee,  to  such  person  or 
persons  as  the  laws,  or  the  orders  of  the  General  Court, 
do  or  may  direct.  March  20,  1783. 

Chapter    185. 

ChaV  185  I'^ESOLVE  IMPOWERING  MESHACK  PEA^yiMAN  AND  RUTH  PEN- 
^  '  NIMAN,  TO   MAKE   SALE   OF    THE   LAND   MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  q/"Meshack  Penniman  and  Ruth  Penni- 
man  Jtis  icife  late  loidoiv  o/" Lemuel  Dwelle,  late  of  Brain- 
tree,  deceased,  and  guardian  to  Lemuel  and  John  Dwelle, 
minors,  praying  for  liberty  to  sell  the  estate  of  the  said 
minors  for  reasons  set  forth  in  their  petition : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  their  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  said  Meshach  Penniman  and  Ruth  his  wife, 
in  her  capacity  of  guardian  be,  and  are  hereby  fully  au- 
thorized and  impowered,  to  make  sale  of  the  estate  in  their 
petition  mentioned,  for  the  most  the  same  will  fetch,  and 
make  and  execute  a  good  and  sufficient  deed  or  deeds  to 
the  purchaser  or  purchasers,  they  observing  the  rules  of 
law  for  the  sale  of  real  estates  by  executors  or  administra- 
tors, first  giving  bonds  with  sufficient  sureties  to  the  Judge 
of  Probate  for  the  county  of  Suffolk,  that  the  money  aris- 
ing by  the  said  sale  be  one  third  part  put  on  interest  for 
Ihe  l)eneiit  of  the  widow,  the  other  two  thirds  after  paying 
the  just  debts  and  cost  of  sale  be  put  on  interest  on  good 
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security  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  heirs,  and  paid  to  them, 
together  with  the  widow's  dower  after  her  decease,  as  they 
shall  respectively  arrive  at  lawful  age,  in  such  proportions 
as  the  law  directs.  March  20,  I7S3. 


Chapter  186. 

RESOLVE    ON    THE     PETITION    OF    COTTON    TUFTS,    ESQ;    AND  r/^^^j  -[QQ 
OTHERS,  PERMITTING  THE  SOCIETY  OF  ARTS  AND  SCIENCES,  ^  ' 

TO   MAKE   USE   OF   A   ROOM   IN  THE    MANUFACTORY    HOUSE 
UNTIL  FURTHER   ORDERS. 

071  the  petition  o/ Cotton  Tufts,  Bsq;  and  others,  in 
behalf  of  the  Acaderny  of  Arts  and  Sciences  and  of  the 
Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  praying  that  the  said 
Societies  may  have  the  use  of  a  room  in  the  manufac- 
tory house  in  Boston  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  and 
the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
permitted,  to  make  use  of  and  improve  the  room  in  the 
manufactory  house  in  the  town  of  Boston,  (which  has  for 
some  time  past  been  occupied  for  a  school  by  Mr.  Vinal, ) 
until  the  further  order  of  the  General  Court,  the  said 
Academy  and  Society  not  to  take  possession  of  the  said 
room  until  the  said  Vinal  shall  remove  his  school  there- 
from. March  20,  1783. 


Chapter  187. 

RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  SECRETARY  TO  CAUSE  EIGHT  HUN-  nj^njy  IQT 
DRED  COPIES  OF  THE  MILITIA  ACT  TO  BE  PRINTED,  AND  TO  ^  "*  * 
TRANSMIT  THE  SAME  TO  THE  FIELD  OFFICERS. 

]V7ie7'eas  an  act  has  passed  the  present  Session  of  the 
General  Court,  intitled,  '■^  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  for 
the  better  regulating  the  militia  of  this  Commonwealth :  " 
And  whereas  it  is  necessary  that  the  several  ynilitia  officers 
of  this  Commoniveallh  should  be  immediately  supplied  loith 
a  copy  of  said  act: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  l)e  directed  to  cause  to  be 
l)rinted  eight  hundred  copies  of  said  act,  and  transmit  the 
same  to  the  several  field  officers  of  this  Commonwealth, 
one  of  which  copies  to  be  by  them  delivered  to  the  com- 
manding officer  of  each  company  under  their  command. 

March  21,  1783. 
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Chapter   188. 

CllCin  188  RESOLVE     ON    THE     PETITION    OF    JOffA'"    PATTEN,    JUN.    AND 
^  '  SARAH    PATTEX. 

On  the  petition  of  John  V^tten,  jun.  and  Sarah  Patten, 
hia  loife,  formerly  vndon)  of  Aaron  Hosley,  late  of  Pep- 
perell  in  the  count?/  of  Middlesex,  deceased,  and  Joshua 
Hosley,  guardian  to  the  children  of  said  Aavon,  pixiying 
for  liberty  to  sell  the  real  estate  of  said  Aaron  Hosley 
deceased,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  their  petition  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  be  granted, 
and  that  he  the  said  Joshua  Hosley,  guardian  to  the  said 
minors,  be  authorized,  and  he  hereby  is  impowered  to  sell 
the  real  estate  of  the  said  Aa7'on  Hosley,  deceased,  for 
the  most  the  same  will  fetch,  and  make  and  execute  a 
good  and  lawful  deed  or  deeds  to  the  purchaser  or  pur- 
chasers thereof,  he  observing  the  rules  of  the  law  for  the 
sale  of  real  estates  by  executors  and  administrators,  he 
first  ijivino;  sufficient  security  to  the  Judo-e  of  Probate  for 
the  said  county  of  Middlesex,  that  the  interest  of  one  third 
part  of  the  proceeds  arising  by  the  sale,  be  paid  to  the 
said  /Sarah,  the  late  widow  of  the  said  Hosley,  deceased, 
(now  the  wife  of  the  said  John  Patten)  and  the  proceeds 
of  the  other  two  thirds,  together  Avith  the  interest,  except 
what  shall  be  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  said  minors, 
to  be  paid  to  them  in  legal  proportion  when  they  shall 
arrive  to  lawful  age,  and  also  the  principal  of  the  other 
third  at  the  decease  of  the  said  Sarah. 

March  22,  17S3. 


Chapter  188  a.* 

Ch    18Sa  resolve   ON  THE   PETITION   OF    GILBERT  DENCH. 

On  the  petition  of  Gilbert  Dench  : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of 
this  Commonwealth,  the  sum  of  three  hundred  pounds,  in 
receipts  on  such  constables  and  collectors  in  the  counties 
of  Hampshire  and  Berkshire,  as  are  deficient  in  the  pay- 
ment of  the  tax  granted  in  October,  1781,  the  said  Gilbert 
Dench  giving  his  bond  to  the  Treasurer,  with  one  sufficient 
surety,  to  repay  the  said  three  itundred  pounds  on  or 
before  the  last  day  of  June  next.  March  22,  1783. 

*  Not  numbered  in  Sesf'ion  Pamphlet. 


1782.  —  Jais^uary  'Session.  467 

Chapter  189. 

RESOLVE    ENTITLING     DAVID     CUTLER    TO     HALF-PAY    AS    A    Qhan.lSQ 

SOLDIER.  ' 

U2)on  (he  representation  of  Jolin  Lucas,  commissary  of 
jyensioners,  in  beJialf  of  David  Cutler,  in  Col.  Shepard's 
re(iiment,  in  Capt.  Moses  Knap's  company,  in  the  service 
of  the  United  IStates,  v:ho  lost  his  hand,  and  is  noiv  dis- 
charged : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  David  Cutler  be  intitled  to  one 
halt'  part  of  pay,  from  the  time  of  his  discharge  from  the 
above  said  service,  till  the  farther  order  of  this  Court,  or 
Congress.  March  21,  17 S3. 


Chapter  190. 

RESOLVE    ON    THE   PETITION   OF  THE   TOWN   OF  RUTLAND,  TO 
NOTIFY  JABEZ  FAIRBANKS  TO  SHEW  CAUSE,  &c. 

On  the  petition  of  the  toivn  of  Rutland,  ^?'«?/mr/  that  a 
resolve  of  the  General  Court,  passed  October  20,  1782, 
directing  the  toivn  of  Rutland  aforesaid,  to  pay  to  Jabcz 
Fairl)anks,  head  of  a  class  in  the  town  of  Sterling,  the  snm 
o/' ninety  pounds,  immediately  may  he  repealed: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  so  fiir 
granted,  that  the  town  of  Rutland  be,  and  hereby  are 
directed,  to  notify  the  said  Jahez  Fairbanks,  by  serving 
him  with  an  attested  copy  of  said  petition,  and  this  order 
thereon,  seven  days  at  least  before  the  second  Wednes- 
day of  the  next  sitting  of  the  General  Court,  to  appear 
and  shew  cause  (if  any  he  has)  why  the  prayer  of  the 
petition  sliould  not  be  granted  ;  and  that  any  action  that 
has  been  or  may  be  commenced  in  consequence  of  the 
aforesaid  resolve,  be  stayed  in  the  mean  time. 

March  21,  1783. 


Chap.im 


Chapter  191. 

A  GRANT  OF   SIXTEEN  POUNDS   SEVENTEEN  SHILLINGS  AND 
SIX  PENCE  TO   CAPT.    THOMAS  JACKSON. 

On  the  petition  of  Thomas  Jackson,  a  Captain  in  Col. 
Crane's  regiment  of  artillery ,  praying  that  he  may  he  j)aid 
the  depreciation  of  (lie  neiv  emission  money  he  received  in 
lieu  of  specie,  for  three  months  pwy,  in  the  year  1780  : 


Cliai^l^l 
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Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  Capt.  Thomas  Jackson, 
sixteen  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  sixperice,  being  the 
])alance  due  to  him  for  the  depreciation  of  bills  of  the 
new  emission,  he  received  for  three  months  pay,  for  the 
year  1780.  3Iarch  21,  17S3. 


Cliapter  193. 

ChWD  192  I^^SOLVE   ON  THE   PETITION   OF  GEORGE  LITTLE,  MAKING  AN 
■^  '    '  APPROPIIIATION   OF  THE    PRIZE   MONEY  IN  HIS  HANDS,  AND 

ESTABLISHING  THE  PAY  OF  HIS  OFFICERS  AND  MEN. 

On  the  petition  of  George  Little,  commander  of  the 
State  sloop)  of  war  called  the  Winthrop,  praying  that  the 
prize  money  in  his  hands,  belonging  to  this  Oonwion- 
wealth,  may  be  appropriated  for  the  payment  of  the  wages 
due  to  the  oficers  and  7nen  belonging  to  the  sloopi  aforesaid; 
also  that  the  wages  of  the  officers  and  men  may  be  raised  to 
the  same  pay  as  the  officers  and  men  are  in  the  Continental 
navy : 

Ilesolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  prize  money  in  Capt.  Little's  hands,  be  paid 
into  the  public  treasury,  the  said  Capt.  George  Little 
taking  duplicate  receipts  therefor,  one  of  which  to  be 
lodged  in  the  Secretary's  office,  and  that  the  Treasurer 
be,  and  he  hereby  is  directed,  to  pay  the  wages  due  to 
the  crew  of  the  sloop  Winthrop,  out  of  the  same. 

It  is  further  Resolved,  That  from  and  after  this  date, 
the  officers  and  men  belonging  to  the  sloop  aforesaid,  l)e 
put  on  the  same  establishment  as  the  officers  and  men  are 
in  the  Continental  navy,  in  vessels  carrying  the  like 
number  of  guns.  March  22,  1783. 


Chapter  193. 

Chan  193  i^ksolve  requesting  the  governor  to  order  sixteen 

^  '  men,  doing  duty  at   SPRINGFIELD,   TO   BOSTON,   AND  TO 

DISCHARGE   THE    COMMANDING   OFFICER   THERE. 

WJiereas  it  appears,  by  a  letter  from  Major  General 
Lincoln,  laid  before  this  Court  by  order  of  the  Governor, 
tliat  sixteen  of  the  men  who  inlisted  into  the  Continental 
Army,  received  the  bounty,  but  not  being  then  of  full 
stature,  were  rejected,  as  unfit  for  the  said  service,  and 
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ordered  W  he  detained  as  a  guard  at  Springfield,  and  that 
they  are  now  no  longer  wanted  there: 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be,  and  he  hereby  is 
requested,  to  give  orders,  that  the  said  sixteen  inlisted 
soldiers  be  supplied  with  ten  days  rations  each,  and 
marched  to  Boston,  to  do  duty  on  Castle  Island,  as  a 
part  of  th«  troops  ordered  to  be  stationed  at  that  post 
until  the  time  of  their  rcs})cctive  inlistments  shall  expire  ; 
and  that  Ca})t.  Carpenter,  who  noAV  has  the  command  of 
the  said  men,  be  thereupon  discharged. 

March  3,  1783. 

Chapter  194. 

RESOLVE   DISCHARGING  THE   TOWN   OF    CHARLTON   OF   A    SUM   njiQY)  |94 
IN  THE    BILLS   OF  THE   OLD  EMISSION,  AND  DIRECTING  THE  "* 

TREASURER  TO  CHARGE  THE  AMOUNT  THEREOF  IN  SPECIE. 

Whereas  the  tmcn  of  Charlton  ivas  assessed  in  a.  taic  act 
made  and  jiassed  in  the  first  Session  of  the  General  Court 
in  the  year  1779,  tJie  sum  of  eleyen  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  nine  pounds  eleven  shillings  and  four  pence,  in  bills 
of  the  old  emission,  ofivhich  no  return  hath  yet  been  made, 
and  the  said  sum  being  reduced  to  the  value  thereof  in 
specie  amounts  to  three  hundred  and  thirty-four  pounds 
thirteen  shillings. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  town  of  Charlton  be  discharged 
the  said  sum  of  eleven  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine 
2)0iinds  eleven  shillings  and  four  pence,  bills  of  the  old 
emission,  and  charged  with  the  amount  thereof  in  specie, 
being  three  hundred  thirty  four  pounds  thirteen  shillings, 
and  the  Treasurer  is  hereby  directed  to  govern  himself 
accordingly.  March  24,  1783. 

Chapter  195. 

RESOLVE  GRANTING  A  TAX  OF  THREE  HUNDRED  POUNDS,  FOR  flj.fy^^  1  Qft 
DEFRAYING  THE  CHARGES  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  BRISTOL.  ^'UiP'i-^^O 

Resolve  granting  a  tax  of  three  hundred  pounds  for 
defraying  the  charges  of  the  county  of  Bristol,  to  be 
assessed  on  the  inhabitants  of  said  county. 

Whereas  it  appears  from  an  estimate  of  the  Justices  of 
the  Court  of  the  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the  county 
of  Bristol,  that  tlte  sum  of  three  hundred  pounds  trill  be 
necessary  for  defraying  the  charges  of  the  said  county  for 
one  year  next  ensuing. 
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Therefore  Resolved,  That  there  be  and  is  here])y  granted, 
a  tax  of  tJiree  hundred  pounds,  to  be  apportioned  and 
assessed  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  county  aud  estates 
lying  within  tlie  same,  and  collected,  paid  and  applied  for 
the  use  of  the  said  county,  according  to  the  laws  of  this 
Commonwealth.    ^  March  24,  1783. 


0%9.196 


Cha])ter   196. 

RESOLVE    ON   THE    PETITION   OF    PHILIP    CARRIER. 

071  the  petition  of  Philip  Cavv\q.y,  i^raying  that  lie  may 
he  alloived  the  same  dejjr'eciation  of  his  vxujes  as  was 
granted  to  other  soldiers  in  the  Continental  Army. 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  said  PhAUj)  Carrier  receive  depreciation 
notes  and  wages  as  was  allowed  those  soldiers  who  con- 
tiiuied  three  years  in  the  Continental  Army. 

March  24,  1783. 

Chapter  197. 

ChaU.X'^l  RESOLVE   ENTITLING   THE   WIDOW  OF  JONATHAN  COGSWELL, 
^  '    '  TO   ONE   THIRD    PAY    FROM   THE   TIME    HE    WAS    WOUNDED, 

TILL  THE   TIME    OF   HIS   DEATH. 

On  the  representation  of  John  Lucas,  Cotnmissary  of 
Pensioners,  in  behalf  o/"  Jonathan  Cogswell,  a  sail  maker, 
on  board  the  Continental  ship  of  war  Alfred,  ivho  was 
wounded  in  the  service  of  tlie  United  States,  by  which  he 
lost  his  right  eye,  and  otherioags  much  hurt,  inhen  engaged 
icith  two  British  Frigates,  the  Ariadne  and  Ceres,  in 
March,  1777. 

Resolved,  That  the  widow  of  the  said  Jonathan  Cogs- 
well be  intitled  to  one  third  part  of  pay  from  the  time  he 
was  wounded  till  the  time  of  his  death,  which  was  the 
20th  of  3Iarch,  1782,  in  Halifax  prison. 

March  24,  1783. 

Chapter  198. 

RESOLVE  ALLOWING  EXTRA  PAY  TO  THE  HON.  PRESIDENT  OF 
THE  SENATE,  AND  SPEAKER  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRE- 
SENTATIVES, AND  GRANTING  SIXTY  POUNDS  TO  THE 
CLERKS   OF   THE    SENATE    AND    HOUSE,    EACH. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
public    treasury    of    this    Conunonwealth,    to    the    Hon, 


Chap.198 
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Samuel  Adams,  Esq ;  President  of  the  Hon.  Senate, 
the  sum  of  six  shillings  per  day  ;  and  also  to  the  Hon. 
Tristram  Dalton,  Esq  ;  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Kepre- 
sentatives,  the  sum  of  six  shillings  per  day,  for  each  day 
of  their  attendance  on  the  General  Court  the  present 
session,  over  and  al)ove  their  respective  pa}'^  as  members 
of  the  General  Court. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and 
paid  out  of  the  j^ublic  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth, 
to  the  Kev.  Mr.  Josejih  Eddey,  as  Chaplain  to  the  Gen- 
eral Court,  from  the  28th  day  of  May,  to  the  end  of  the 
l)resont  General  Court,  the  sum  of  twelve  pounds,  in  full 
for  liis  service. 

It  is  further  Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid 
out  of  the  public  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to 
jNIr.  William  Baker,  jun..  Clerk  of  the  Hon.  Senate,  the 
s\\n\  oi  sixty  jjounds;  and  aXso  sixty  pounds  to  ^iv .  George 
Richards  Minot,  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
which,  with  the  sums  already  granted,  shall  be  in  full  for 
their  services  as  Clerks  to  the  General  Court,  from  the 
28th  day  of  May,  1782,  to  the  end  of  the  present  General 
Court.  March  23,  1783. 

Chapter  199. 

RESOLVE   EMPOWERING  JORN  HAVEX  TO   MAKE  SALE  OF  THE  nUf.j^  I  OQ 
REAL  ESTATE  MENTIONED  IN  HIS  PETITION.  KjHap.LOJ 

On  the  'petition  of  John  Haven,  administrator  on  the 
estate  of  Prince  Fredrick,  late  of  Athol,  deceased,  and 
Anna  Fredrick,  widow  of  the  said  deceased,  praying  for 
liberty  to  make  sale  of  all  the  real  estate  of  said  Prince, /or 
reasons  set  forth  in  their  petition : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be 
granted,  and  that  he  the  said  John  Haven  he,  and  he 
is  hereby,  in  his  said  capacity,  authorized  and  impow- 
cred,  to  make  sale  of  all  the  real  estate  of  the  said 
deceased,  mentioned  in  his  petition,  for  the  most  the 
same  will  fetch,  and  make  and  execute  a  good  and  lawful 
deed  or  deeds  of  the  same  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers 
thereof,  he  observing  the  rules  and  directions  of  the  law 
for  the  sale  of  real  estates  by  executors  and  adminis- 
trators, he  first  giving  sufficient  security  to  the  Judge 
of  Probate  for  the  county  of  Worcester,  that  the  interest 
of  one  third  of  the  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  the  said 
estate,  be  paid  annually  to  said  widow,  and  so  much  as 
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is  necessary  of  the  other  two  thirds,  be  applied  to  discharge 
the  debts  due  from  the  estate  of  the  said  deceased,  and 
the  remainder  to  be  put  on  interest,  for  the  benetit  of  the 
legal  heir,  and  paid  to  the  said  heir  at  lawful  age. 

March  25,  1783. 

Chapter  200. 

Chav  200  RESOLVE  relating  to  delinquent  classes  in  this  COM- 

^  *  MON wealth,   by   resolves   OF   THE    GENERAL   COURT   FOR 

RAISING   THE   STATE'S    QUOTA  OF  THE  CONTINENTAL  ARMY, 
FOR  THREE  YEARS  OR  DURING  THE  WAR. 

WJiereas  by  the  resolves  of  the  General  Court,  for  rais- 
ing this  iState\s  quota  of  the  Continental  Army,  for  three 
years  or  during  the  war,  no  provision  is  made  to  reiinhurse 
any  member  or  members  of  a  delinquent  class,  who  have  at 
their  own  expence  procured  a  man  for  such  class,  after  a 
wairant  issued  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth, 
requiring  the  assessors  to  assess  such  class  twenty  per  cent. 
more  than  the  average  cost  of  such  men,  and  before  execu- 
tion from  the  said  Treasurer  upon  such  assessment,  tvas 
satisfied:  Therefore, 

Resolved,  When  awy  member  or  members  of  such 
delinquent  class,  shall  produce  to  the  said  Treasurer 
proper  evidence  that  he  or  they  have  procured  and  deliv- 
ered a  man  for  such  class,,  after  the  assessoi's  receipt  of 
his  warrant  as  aforesaid,  and  before  execution  as  above- 
mentioned  was  satisfied,  that  the  said  Treasurer  shall 
issue  his  execution,  returnable  in  sixty  days,  against  the 
constal)le  or  collector  who  had  a  warrant  to  collect  the 
assessment  of  the  average  cost  of  the  man,  and  tiventy 
per  cent,  added  thereto,  for  the  whole  amount  of  such 
assessment,  after  deducting  the  proportion  of  such  mem- 
ber or  members  as  procured  the  man  as  aforesaid,  and 
the  said  Treasurer,  upon  receipt  of  the  same,  shall  pay  it 
to  the  person  or  persons  who  procured  such  men. 

March  25,  1783. 


Chap.20l 


Chapter  301. 

RESOLVE  EMPOWERING  PETER  BOTLSTON  ADAMS,  SAMUEL 
BASS,  AND  OTHERS,  TO  SELL  THE  ESTATE  MENTIONED  IN 
THEIR  PETITION. 

On  the  petition  q/*  Peter  Boylston  Adams,  Samuel  Bass, 
John  Billings  and  Samuel  Cheney,  guardians  to  Jonathan 
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Rtiwson,  Susiiniuili  Rawson,  Mary  Rawson,  Stephen  and 
Hannah  Rawson,  all  0/  Braintree,  in  the  county  q/'Suliblk, 
l)vaying  for  lihertij  to  make  sale  of  the  real  estate  belonging 
to  said  minors  (in  the  toion  of  Roxhnry)  for  reasons  in 
th  eir  petition  set  forth . 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  tlie  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  said  Peter  Boylston  Adavis,  Samuel  Bass, 
John  Billinr/s  and  Samuel  Cheney,  in  their  said  capacity 
he,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  impowered,  to  sell 
the  said  estate  mentioned  in  their  petition,  for  the  most 
the  same  will  fetch,  and  make  and  execute  a  good  and 
lawful  deed  or  deeds  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers 
thereof,  they  observing  the  rules  and  directions  of  the 
law  for  the  sale  of  real  estates  by  executors  and  adminis- 
trators, first  giving  sufficient  security  to  the  Judge  of 
Probate  for  the  said  county  of  Sufolk,  that  the  proceeds 
by  the  sale  of  the  said  estate,  be  put  on  interest  for  the 
benefit  of  the  heirs,  and  that  both  principal  and  interest 
be  paid  to  each  heir  respectively,  their  legal  proportion, 
as  they  shall  arrive  at  full  age.  March  25,  1783. 


Chapter  202. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  REPRESENTATION  OF  A  PLANTATION  CALLED 
PEARSONTOWN,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  CUMBERLAND,  DIRECT- 
ING SIMON  FRTE,  ESQ;  TO  NOTIFY  THE  INHABITANTS  TO 
SHEW   CAUSE,   &c. 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  this  Court,  that  the 
plantation  called  Pearsontown  in  the  county  of  Cumber- 
land, is  every  way  sufficiently  qualified  to  be  incorporated 
into  a  toivn,  but  neglect  to  apply  for  incorporation,  only  to 
avoid  paying  taxes. 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
plantation  be  notified  to  appear  on  the  first  Wednesday 
o^  June  next,  to  shew  cause,  if  any  they  have,  why  they 
should  not  be  incorporated,  and  that  Simon  Frye,  Esq  ; 
be  directed  to  notify  the  said  inhai^itants,  by  leaving  an 
attested  copy  of  this  resolve,  with  one  of  the  principal 
inhabitants  of  the  said  plantation.  March  26,  1783. 

Chapter  303. 

RESOLVE     ON     THE     PETITION    OF     WALTER    McFARLAND,    TO 
NOTIFY    SOLOMON    WALKER   TO   SHEW   CAUSE. 

On  the  petition  of  Walter  McFarland,  a  Captain  in  a 
regiment  detached  by  Col.  Abner  Perry,  as  a  reinforce- 
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meni  to  the  Continental  Army,  by  a  resolve  of  the  %)th  oj 
June,  1780,  praying  that  he  may  he  empoivered  to  dravj 
the  vmr/es  of  Solomon  Walker,  a  soldier  in  his  company, 
for  reasons  7nentioned  in  the  said  petition  : 

Ordered,  That  the  petitioner  notify  the  said  Solomon 
Walker,  by  serving  him  with  an  attested  copy  of  the 
petition,  and  this  order  thereon,  at  least  fourteen  days 
before  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  next  sitting  of  the 
General  Court,  to  shew  cause  (if  any  he  hath)  on  the  said 
second  Wednesday,  why  the  prayer  thereof  should  not  be 
granted.  March  26,  1783. 

Chapter  204. 

Chap.2i)4:  l^ESOLVE   RESPECTING  THE   COMMON   FIELD  IN   WEST  SPRING- 
-'-  '  FIELD,    EMPOWERING    THE     PROPRIETORS     IN    ANY    LEGAL 

MEETING,   TO    EXCLUDE   THE    GORE    MENTIONED. 

Whereas  the  proprietors  of  the  common  field  lying  in  West 
Springfield,  may  he  put  to  great  inconvenience  in  inclosing  the 
said  field  witJiin  the  hounds  and  lines  mentioned  in  the  act  of 
incorporation  passed  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  June  last 
past,  occasioned  hy  the  late  destruction  of  the  bridge  across 
Agawam  River,  and  the  alteration  of  the  road  thereby. 

And  whereas  in  order  to  iw event  the  pidAic  road  or  high 
way  from  running  across  the  said  field,  it  will  hereafter  be 
necessary  to  leave  out  of  the  limits  of  the  said  field,  a  certain 
gore  or  angle  of  land  lying  near  the  place  where  the  said 
bridge  lately  stood,  until  the  same  bridge  shall  be  rebuilt 
and  maintained. 

Resolved,  That  the  proprietors  of  the  said  field  be,  and 
they  hereby  are  authorized  and  empowered  by  vote  of  the 
said  proprietors  in  any  legal  meeting,  to  leave  out  and  ex- 
clude either  said  gore  or  angle  of  land  out  of  the  limits  of 
the  said  common  field,  and  also  hereafter  to  include  the  same 
in  like  manner  within  the  said  field  whenever  the  said 
1)ridije  shall  be  re])uilt,  and  for  so  longf  time  as  the  said 
bridge  shall  be  maintained  as  shall  hereafter  be  necessary, 
any  thing  in  the  said  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

March  26,  1783. 

Chapter  204  a.* 

Ch    204  a  l^ESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE   SECRETARY    NOT   TO    PUBLISH   THE 
BILL  TO   PREVENT  INTERCOURSE   WITH  THE  ENEMY. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
directed  not  to  publish  the  Bill  intitled  "  An  Act  limiting 

*  Not  printed  iu  Session  Pamphlet. 
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the  continuiiiicc  of  certain  Acts  and  Resolves  for  prevent- 
inu^  intercourse  with  the  enemy,"  after  the  same  may 
pass  into  an  act,  nor  this  resolve,  untill  peace  shall  be 
actually  declared  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
of  America.  March  25,  1783. 


Cliapter  305. 

RESOLVE    DIRECTING   THE    TREASURER  TO    RECEIVE    OF    GIL- 
BERT  BENCH,   ESQ;    AND    OTHERS,    SEVENTEEN    HUNDRE 
AND    FORTY-FIVE    DOLLARS    OF    THE     NEW    EMISSION     OF 
MONEY,    THEY   TAKING   OATH   THEREON. 

On  the  memorial  of  Gilbert  Dench,  Lemuel  Kollock, 
cmd  Timoth}^  Roi)inson,  committee  for  tranf<.portinfj  cannon, 
mortarti, powder,  d'C.from  Boston  to  JVorth  River,  in  June, 
n SI,  pray inr/  for  an  order  to  the  Treasurer  to  receive  of 
the  said  committee  or  either  of  them,  seventeen  hundred 
and  forty-five  dollars  of  the  new  emission  money  of  other 
States,  which  they  received  out  of  the  treasury. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth 
be,  and  he  hereby  is  directed,  to  receive  of  Gilbert  Dench, 
Lemuel  Kolloch  and  Timothy  Robinson,  or  either  of  them 
in  whose  hands  the  money  is,  seventeen  hundred  and  forty- 
five  dollars,  of  the  new  emission  money  of  other  States, 
they  or  either  of  them  first  making  oath  that  the  money 
so  oftered,  is  the  money  he  or  they  received  from  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth  for  the  purpose  aforesaid, 
and  that  they  have  never  availed  themselves  of  any  advan- 
tage from  the  said  money,  foi-  which  they  are  directed  to 
take  duplicate  receipts,  and  lodge  one  of  them  in  the 
Secretary's  ofiice.  March  25,  1783. 


^-  Chap.205 
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Chapter  306. 

RESOLVE    EMPOWERING    MOSES    BULLARD,    OF    NEEDIIAM,    TO 
MAKE   SALE   OF  THE    REAL   ESTATE   MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  q/"  Moses  Bullard,  q/'Needham,  r/uardian 
to  Daniel  Saunders,  a  minor,  son  of  jNIichael  Saunders, 
late  of  Sturbridge,  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  yeoman, 
deceased,  praying  that  he  may  he  empowered  to  make  sale 
of  the  said  deceased's  real  estate,  for  I'easons  mentioned  in 
his  said  petition  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  said  Moses  Bullard,  in  his  said  capacity,  be, 
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and  he  liereby  is  authorized  and  empowered,  to  make  sale 
of  the  aforesaid  real  estate,  and  to  make  and  execute  a 
good  and  lawful  deed  or  deeds  of  the  same  to  the  pur- 
chaser or  purchasers  thereof,  he  observing  the  rules  and 
directions  of  the  law  for  the  sale  of  real  estates  by  execu- 
tors and  administrators,  he  first  giving  bond  to  the  Judge 
of  Probate  for  the  county  of  Worcester,  with  sufficient 
sureties,  to  pay  the  interest  of  one  third  part  of  the 
money  coming  by  the  said  sale,  annually,  to  the  widow 
of  the  said  deceased,  during  her  natural  life,  and  at  her 
decease,  to  pay  the  same  to  the  heirs  at  law  of  said 
deceased,  in  such  shares  as  they  by  law  are  intitled  to, 
and  the  other  two  thirds,  after  deducting  reasonable 
charges,  to  be  paid  to  the  heirs  at  law  of  the  said 
deceased,  in  such  shares  as  they  by  law  are  intitled  to. 

March  26,  1783. 


Cliai>.'m 


Chapter  207. 

RESOLVE   ON  THE   PETITION   OF  CAPT.  ADAMS  BAILEY. 

On  tlie  petition  of  Adams  Bailey,  Qcvptain  of  the  2^ 
regiment  of  Massachusetts  line: 

Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  with 
advice  of  Council,  be  requested  to  issue  his  warrant, 
directing  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  to  pay 
to  Capt.  Adams  Bailey,  the  amount  of  a  receipt  obtained 
by  him  from  the  late  Treasurer,  Henry  Gardner,  in  favour 
o^  Prince  Stetson,  for  thirteen  hundred  tliirty-nine  jponnds 
sixteen  shillings  and  eight  pence,  bearing  date  April  21, 
1781,  which  sum  he  did  not  nor  could  receive  of  the 
said  jSfetso7i.  Said  sum  to  be  consolidated  according 
to  the  scale  of  depreciation,  and  interest  thereon,  from 
~     the  date  of  the  said  receipt.  March  26,  1783. 

Chapter  208. 
Chan  208  i^i^solve  on  the  petition  of  mart  granger,  empowering 

^  '  HER  TO  MAKE  SALE  OF  THE  LAND  MENTIONED. 

On  the  jjetition  of  INIary  Granger,  administratrix  on  the 
estate  of  her  husband,  Aaron  Granger,  late  of  Westiield, 
deceased,  praying  to  he  empowered  to  make  and  execute  a 
deed  of  a  tract  of  land,  containing  about  ti^enty -three  acres, 
in  order  to  discharge  and  take  up  an  obligatory  bond,  ivhich 
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the  fiaid  dpcen^ed,  in  his  life  time,  gave  to  Elijah  Rohbins, 
irJieirin  lieJ)Oun.d  himself,  his  heirs,  executors,  and  admin- 
isfra/ors,  i)i.  the  2)enal  sum  of  fifty  pounds,  to  make  and 
execute  a  deed  of  the  aforementioned  land  to  said  Kob!)ins, 
for  reasons  set  forth  in  her  petition : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  thereof  be  granted,  and  that 
slie,  the  said  Mary  Gram/er,  in  her  capacity,  be,  and  she 
is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  to  make  and  execute, 
to  said  Elijah  Robbins,  a  good  and  hiwful  deed  of  that 
tract  of  land,  which  the  said  Aaron  obliged  himself,  his 
heirs,  &.Q.  to  do.  And  in  case  it  is  not  made  to  appear 
to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of  IlaAnpshire, 
that  a  reasonable  consideration  has  been  received  for  the 
said  land,  by  the  said  deceased,  in  his  life  time,  the  said 
Mary  shall  receive  such  consideration  of  the  said  Robbins, 
and  give  sufficient  security  to  the  said  Judge  of  Probate 
for  the  just  and  legal  disposal  thereof. 

March  26,  1783. 


Chapter  209. 

liESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  DISCHARGE  THE 
WARRANTS  DRAWN  IN  FAVOUR  OF  THE  COUNCIL,  SENATE, 
AND  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  ON  THE  PAY-ROLL 
PASSED  THE  PRESENT  SESSION,  THREE-FOURTHS  THEREOF 
OUT  OF  THE  MONEY  ARISING  FROM  THE  SALE  OF  THE  SHIP 
TARTAR,  AND  BY  ORDERS  ON  THE  REMAINDER. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be  directed  to  discharge 
an}'  warrant  that  may  be  drawn  for  the  payment  of  the 
members  of  the  Council,  Senate,  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, on  the  pay  roll  passed  the  present  Session  of 
the  General  Court,  b}'  paying  three-fourths  thereof  out 
of  the  monies  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  ship  Tartar, 
and  the  'remainder,  if  any  member  as  aforesaid  shall 
request  it,  b}'  orders  on  the  sheriffs  of  the  several  coun- 
ties, or  constables  and  collectors  of  the  several  towns  as 
the  case  may  require,  payable  out  of  the  State  tax,  granted 
October  2d,  1781,  or  some  preceding  State  tax. 

March  26,  1783. 


Cha2).209 


Chapter  210. 

RESOLVE    EMPOWERING    HANNAH   GOULD   TO    MAKE    SALE    OF 
THE   LAND   MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Hannah  Gould,  administratrix  on  the 
estate  of  her  husband,  Jonathan  Gould,  late  of  Sutton,  in 


C7iap.210 


478  1782.  — January  Session. 

tlie  county  of  Worcester,  deceaaed^  praying  for  liberty  to 
make  sale  of  the  real  estate  of  said  deceased,  for  reasons  set 
forth  in  her  petition. 

Itewlved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ])e  granted, 
and  that  she  the  said  Hannah  Gould,  in  her  said  capacity, 
he,  and  she  is  herehy  authorized  and  empowered,  to  make 
sale  of  all  the  real  estate  of.  the  said  Jonathan  Gould, 
deceased,  for  the  most  the  same  will  fetch,  and  make  and 
execute  a  good  and  lawful  deed  or  deeds  of  the  same  to 
the  purchaser  or  purchasers  thereof,  she  observing  the 
rules  and  directions  of  the  law  for  the  sale  of  real  estates 
by  executors  and  administrators,  she  first  giving  sufficient 
security  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  said  county  of 
Worcester  in  manner  following,  viz. :  That  the  widow 
mother  of  said  deceased,  be  supported  out  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sale  of  the  said  estate,  agreeable  to  the 
will  of  the  father  of  the  said  Jonathan,  deceased,  and 
that  the  interest  of  one  third  of  the  proceeds,  after 
deducting  the  support  of  the  aged  widow,  be  applied 
for  the  support  of  the  said  Hannah  Gould,  during  her 
natural  life,  and  that  so  much  of  the  proceeds  as  shall 
be  found  necessary,  be  applied  to  discharge  the  just 
debts  due  from  said  estate,  and  the  remainder  (if  any 
be)  to  ])e  put  on  interest  for  the  benefit  of  the  heirs, 
and  paid  to  them  in  legal  proportion,  as  they  shall  sev- 
erally arrive  to  lawful  age,  together  with  the  remaining 
third  after  the  decease  of  the  said  Hannah. 

March  26,  1783. 


Chapter  311. 


Chap.in 


RESOLVE  FOR  CREDITING  TOWNS  IN  THIS  COMMONWEALTH 
WHICH  HAVE  BEEN  OVER  TAXED  IN  THE  LAST  TAX  ACT, 
ON   APPLICATION  TO  THE   GENERAL  COURT. 

Wliereas  it  appears  to  this  Court  that  several  toions  in 
this  (Jomnionwealth  have  not  received  such  credit  in  the  last 
tax  act  as  they  lueix  justly  intitled  to :   Therefore 

Resolved,  That  where  any  error  or  mistake  has  arisen 
on  the  assessments  made  on  any  town  or  place  in  this 
Commonwealth,  by  the  last  tax  act,  from  their  not  receiv- 
ing such  credit  for  men  they  have  actually  raised  as  they 
in  justice  and  equity  ought  to  have  received,  or  from  their 
not  receiving  such  credit  for  the  assessments  made  on  the 
Quakers,  agreeable  to  the  militia  act,  which  by  law  and 
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justice  they  were  entitled  to  receive;  Jind  all  other  casu- 
alties, such  town  or  place  by  applying  to  the  General 
Court  any  time  in  the  next  sessions  of  the  same,  shall 
receive  such  redress  as  justice  and  equity  shall  dictate, 
the  said  tax  act  notwithstanding.  March  26,  1783. 


Chapter  313. 

RESOLVE     ON     A    RESOLVE    PASSED    THE    14th    OF    FEBRUARY  CJiap.212 
LAST,     MAKING    PROVISION     FOR    THE     THREE,    FIVE.    AND  '  ' 

SIX  MONTHS  MILITIA. 

}'\'7iereas  the  resolve  on  the  Governor's  message  of  the 
4:th  of  February,  was  inissed  the  lUh,  in  the  folloivinrj 
ivoi'ds,  viz.  : 

'■^Resolved,  That  no  warrant  be  drawn  on  the  public 
treasury,  until  the  further  order  of  this  Court,  for  services 
or  sui)i)lics  to  the  United  States,  in  favour  of  any  person 
or  persons,  other  than  the  Superintendant  of  Finance,  or 
such  person  or  persons  as  are  or  may  be  deputed  by  him 
to  receive  the  monies  which  are  or  may  be  raised  within 
this  State,  on  requisitions  of  Congress,  for  Continental 
l)nrposes." 

And  irhereas  doubts  have  arisen,  whether  the  fore-cited 
resolve  does  not  preclude  the  drawing  of  any  warrants  on 
such  muster  rolls  as  have  been  already  imssed,  or  may  be 
jHissed,  in,  favour  of  the  militia  mho  have  served  in  the 
three  inontJis,  five  months,  and  six  months  service:  For  the 
removal  of  sue] i  doubts,  it  is  farther 

Resolved,  That  the  abovementioned  resolve  is  not 
intended  to  preclude  the  drawing  warrants  in  favour  of 
such  militia;  but  the  Governor,  with  advice  of  Council, 
is  requested  to  proceed  in  that  respect,  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  he  might  have  done,  had  the  fore-cited  resolve  not 
been  passed.  March  1,  1783. 


Chapter  313. 

RESOLVE  EMPOWERING  THE  COMMITTEE  FOR  SETTLING  THE 
BOOKS  OF  THE  LATE  TREASURER,  TO  EMPLOY  A  PERSON, 
IN  THE  RECESS  OF  THE  COURT,  TO  ASSIST  THEM  IN  THIS 
BUSINESS. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  settling  the  books  of 
the  late   Treasurer,   be,  and   hereby   are   empowered,   to 
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eni]>loy  a  person,  in  the  recess  of  the  Court,  to  assist 
them  in  the  business  of  their  appointment,  if  they  find 
it  necessary.  March  26,  1 7S3. 

Chapter  214. 

Chan.'2\4:  resolve  repealing  a  resolve  passed  the  i7th  of  march, 

^  '  ox    THE    PETITION    OF   A\DRE\V   GARDNER    AND    REBECCA 

GARDXER. 

MTtereas,  hy  the  last  will  and  testament  of  John  Brown, 
lote  of  Xeedham,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  deceased,  Unite 
Brown  and  Rebecca  Gardner,  icere  appointed  joint  execu- 
tors to  the  said  last  v:ill  and  testament :  And  ichereas,  hy 
a  resolve  passed  this  Court  the  11th  day  o/"  March  current, 
on  the  petition  ©/"Andrew  Gardner,  and  the  said  Rebecca 
Gardner,  his  wife,  authorizing  and  empowering  the  said. 
Rebecca,  in  her  said,  capacity,  to  do  and  perform  all  and 
every  legal  act  necessary  for  carrying  the  said  v:ill  and, 
testament  into  effect,  in  as  full  and  ampAe  a  manner  as  the 
said.  Unite  Brown,  and  Rebecca,  are  jointly  authorized  to 
do,  hy  the  said  last  ivHl  and  testament:  And  whereas  it 
appears  to  this  Court,  that  the  said  Unite  Brown  was  not 
served  with  a  copy  of  the  ahovementioned  petition,  to  shevj 
cause  (if  any  he  had)  why  the  prayer  thereof  should  not 
he  granted,  v:hich  may  he  to  the  injury  of  the  said  Unite, 
and  is  contrary  to  the  common  usage  of  the  General  Court: 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  beforementioned  resolve, 
with  every  clause,  matter  and  thing,  therein  contained, 
be,  and  hereby  is  repealed,  and  made  null  and  void. 

March  26,  1783. 

Chapter  315. 

Chan  ^15  i'^esolve  directing  the  treasurer  to  receipt  the  town 

^       1  '-    '  Qp    CHARLTOX  FOR    SEVERAL   TAXES    DUE    TO    SAID    TOWN, 

FOR  THAT  PART  OF  BROWX'S  FARM  CSO  CALLED)  LYING 
AVITHIN  THE  SAME;  AND  TREASURER  DIRECTED  WHEN  THE 
SEVERAL  SHARES  OR  RIGHTS  ARE  SET  OFF. 

A  resolve  directing  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth 
to  pay  to  the  town  of  Charlton,  the  several  taxes  due  to  the 
said,  town,  for  that  part  of  Brown's /arm  (so  called)  lying 
withAn  the  said  town. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth 
bo.   and   he   hereby   is  directed,  to   receipt  the  town  of 
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Charlton ,  upon  the  several  taxes  due  ti'om  the  said  town 
to  this  Commonwealth,  the  sum  oi  four  hundred  seventy 
nine  pounds  fourteen  s/iillint/s  and  nine  pence,  silver 
money,  which  sum  is  in  full  for  the  several  species  of  taxes 
now  assessed  on  the  said  land,  not  heretofore  settled. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  several  heirs  or 
owners  claiming  the  several  rights  or  shares  hereafter  men- 
tioned, in  the  farm  aforesaid,  do  immediately  pay  into  the 
treasury  of  this  Connnonwealth,  each  one  severally,  the 
sum  set  to  his  or  her  share,  that  sum  being  their  equal 
part  of  the  taxes  aforesaid,  viz.  : 

Joseph  Blanc II,  Esq;  one  hundred  and  three  pounds 

eighken  shillings  and  ten  pence, £.103     18     10 

Doctor  Danforth  and  Elijah  Dunbar,  Esq ;  two  hundred 

three  pounds  sixteen  shillings  and  four  pence,    .        .      203     IG      4 

Jostph  Douce,  or  Lemuel  Kollock,  seventeen  pounds  six 

sh  ill  i  figs, 17G0 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Danforth,  eighteen  pounds  fifteen  shil- 
lings,   .        ....         .         .      '  .         .         .        18     1.")      0 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Commonwealth,  be  and  he  hereby  is  directed,  so  soon  as 
the  several  shares  or  rights  aforesaid  shall  be  set  ofl",  and 
the  bounds  thereof  ascertained,  provided  any  of  the  afore- 
said taxes  remain  unpaid,  to  issue  his  warrant  immediately, 
against  the  delinquent  proprietor  or  proprietors,  to  one  of 
the  constables  or  collectors  of  Charlton  aforesaid,  for  the 
time  then  being,  directing  him  immediately  to  collect  of 
each  delinquent  proprietor,  their  respective  deficiency,  by 
selling  so  much  of  the  said  proprietors'  laud  or  lands,  as 
will  pay  the  same,  together  with  all  necessary  intervening 
charges  that  may  arise  by  selling  the  same,  and  to  make 
and  execute  a  deed  or  deeds  of  the  same,  he  observing 
the  same  rules  and  regulations,  as  are  by  law  established 
for  the  sale  of  non-resident  proprietors'  land,  and  to  pay 
in  the  same  to  himself  or  his  successor,  within  two  months 
from  the  date  of  the  said  warrant.  March  26,  17S3. 

Chapter  21G, 

RESOLVE  UPON  THE   PETITION   OF    XATHAX   DAVIS,  DIRECTING   ryr  ()^n 

THE  TREASURER  TO   RECEIVE  THE    MONEY  MENTIONED,  OR   ^""i^-^l" 
IN  CLAIMS  ALLOWED. 

Uj)0)i  the  petition  of  Nathan  Davis. 
Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  so  far 
ijninted,  that   the  Treasurer  of  this   Connnonwealth   be. 
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and  he  hereby  is  authorized  and  directed,  to  receive  of 
Nathan  Davis,  in  specie,  or  in  chiims  allowed  by  the 
Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of  Worxesler,  against 
the  estate  of  John  Murray,  Esq  ;  an  absentee,  the  sum 
due  on  the  mortgage  deed  mentioned  in  the  said  petition, 
and  the  interest  thereon,  to  be  computed  from  tbe  first  of 
February,  1773,  and  give  duplicate  receipts  for  the  same, 
one  of  which  to  l)e  lodged  in  the  Secretary's  office,  and  on 
the  others  being  produced  to  the  committee  on  the  sale  of 
absentees  estates,  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  the  said 
committee  be,  and  they  hereby  are  authorized  and  impow- 
ered,  to  give  a  good  and  sufficient  deed  of  the  said  land  to 
the  said  Davis.  March  26,  1783. 


Chap.2l7 
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Chapter  2111. 

RESOLVE    ALLOWING    SALLY    POOL    THE    AMOUNT    OF    A    CER- 
TAIN NOTE  OF  HAND,  WITH  INTEREST. 

Whereas  a  resolve  passed  the  General  Court  the  present 
session,  itnpoivering  and  directing  the  committee  for  sales 
of  absentees'  estates  in  the  county  o/"  Middlesex,  to  pay  to 
Sally  Pool,  or  order,  the  amount  of  a  certaiii  note  of  hand 
o/' sixteen  pounds,  tvith  interest  due  thereon,  from  Joseph 
Thompson,  absentee:  And  whereas  the  ahovesaid  com- 
mittee have  paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commomvealth 
(2)^'ior  to  the  passing  the  above  resolve)  the  balance  that 
remaified  in  their  hands ,  proceeding  from  the  sales  of  the 
said  Thompson's  estate: 

liesolved.  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  said  Sally  Pool, 
the  amount  of  the  above  note,  with  the  interest  due 
thereon,  if  the  said  Treasurer  has  a  sufficient  sum  in  his 
hands  therefor,  proceeding  from  the  sales  of  the  said 
Thompson's  estate.  March  26,  1783. 

Chapter  318. 

RESOLVE  REPEALING  A  RESOLVE  PASSED  FEBRUARY  THE  13th 
LAST,  RESPECTING  DELEGATES  TO  GO  TO  HARTFORD,  AND 
REQUESTING  THE  GOVERNOR  TO  WRITE  TO  THE  RESPECTIVE 
GOVERNORS  TO  INFORM  THEM  THEREOF. 

WJiereas  the  chief  design  of  the  resolve  of  the  General 
Court  of  the  \?>t}i  day  of  February  last,  appointing  dele- 
gates to  meet  in   Convention  at  Ilartford,  initJi  delegates 
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that  miijlit  he  appointed  hij  the  States  of  New  Hampshire, 
Khode  Island,  Connecticut  ami  New  York,  on  the  last 
Wednesday  0/ April  next,  for  the  purposes  tnentioned  in 
the  said  resolve,  is  in  a  great  measure  frustrated,  b//  means 
of  two  of  the  States  heforementioned  having  refused  to 
choose  delegates  to  meet  as  aforesaid: 

It  is  therefore  liesolved.  That  the  said  resolve  of  the 
loth  day  o^  February  last,  be,  and  hereby  is  in  every  part 
thereof  repealed ;  and  his  Excellency  the  Governor  is 
hereby  requested  to  write  to  the  respective  Governors  of 
the  States  of  Connecticut  and  JSFeiv  York,  informing  them 
of  the  purport  of  this  resolve,  and  the  reason  inducing 
thereto.  March  20,  17S'3. 

Chapter  219. 


IT  OF  A  RESOLVE,  MAKING  AN  ESTAB-  QJ^aj)  219 
^LOOP     WINTHROP,    PASSED     THE     22i)  ^  ' 


RESOLVE  REPEALING  PARJ 

LISHMENT  FOR  THE  SLOOP 
INSTANT,  AND  CONSIDERING  THE  RESOLVE  PASSED  THE 
24rH  INSTANT,  FOR  THE  OFFICERS  AND  MEN  OF  ARMED 
VESSELS  TO   BE   THE   ESTABLISHMENT. 

Wliereas  by  a  resolve  passed  the  ^'Id  of  this  present 
March,  it  is  directed  that  the  officers  and  men  belonging  to 
the  Sloop  AVinthrop,  be  put  on  the  same  establishment, 
as  the  officer's  and  men  are  iri  the  Continental  navy,  in 
vessels  carrying  the  like  number  of  guns;  and  whereas 
there  are  no  such  vessels  in  the  Continental  service,  by 
which  the  said  establishment  can  be  ascertained: 

Therefore  be  it  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  afore- 
said resolve  of  the  22d  instant,  as  directs  the  said  estal)- 
lishment  l)e,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed  and  rendered 
null  and  void  :  And  it  is  further 

Resolved,  That  from  and  after  the  passing  this  resolve, 

the  establishment  made  and  passed   by  a  resolve  of  the 

24th  of  April,  1781,  for  the  officers  and   men  of  armed 

vessels,  be  considered  as  the  establishment  for  the  sloop 

Winthrop.  March  26,  17 88. 

Chapter  220. 

RESOLVE   MAKING    AN    ESTABLISHMENT    FOR    A    COMPANY    OF  (JJiap  220 
GUARDS    AT    SPRINGFIELD.  ^  ' 

On  the  letter  from  Capt.  Carpenter,  to  his  E.ccellency 
the  Governor: 
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Resolved,  That  Capt.  John  Carpenter,  and  the  men 
hitely  under  his  command,  as  a  company  of  guards  at 
Springfield,  Ijeing  part  of  the  rejected  recruits,  receive 
the  following  pay,  by  the  calendar  month,  viz. 

Captain,  twelve  xtounds;  Serjeants,  tv:o  pounds  ei-r/Jit 
shillings;  Corporals,  tivo pounds  three  shillings ;  Privates, 
two  2J0unds. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved,  That  the  said  Carpenter 
make  up  in  the  pay  roll,  the  said  men,  from  the  time 
they  were  received  at  Springfield,  in  their  way  to  the 
army ;  and  that  where  any  exchange  of  the  said  men  has 
taken  place,  that  the  persons  now  in  actual  service,  be 
made  up  for  the  whole  time  that  the  persons,  whose 
places  they  have  taken,  have  served,  where  it  shall  appear 
to  the  said  Carpenter,  that  there  was  such  agreement 
between  the  parties.  "^I'he  amount  of  the  said  roll  to  be 
charged  to  the  United  States.  March  26,  1783. 

Chapter  221. 

Chen)  221    RESOLVE    discharging    a    committee    appointed    the    12'IH 
^  "^  OF    NOVEMBER    LAST,    TO    PURCHASE    A    VESSEL    FOR    THE 

SERVICE  OF  THIS  COMMONWEALTH,  AND  DIRECTING  THE 
LATE  AGENT  TO  PAY  FIFTEEN  HUNDRED  POUNDS,  PART 
OF  THE  PROCEEDS  OF  THE  SALE  OF  THE  SHIP  TARTAU, 
INTO  THE  TREASURY,  AND  GRANTING  THE  COMMISSARY- 
GENERAL  TWELVE  HUNDRED  POUNDS,  TO  FIT  OUT  THE 
SLOOP    IVINTHROP. 

Whereas,  by  a  resolve  passed  the  l'2th  of  November  last, 
Caleb  Davis,  Samuel  Allyne  Otis,  and  Thomas  Dawes, 
Es(/rs.  were  appointed  a  committee  to  purchase  a,  vessel 
for  the  service  of  this  Commonwealth ;  and  the  said  com- 
mittee having  requested  to  be  excused  from  the  said  ser- 
vice : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  be  discharged  accord- 
ingly, and  that  Caleb  Davis,  Esq  ;  late  Agent,  be,  and  he 
is  hereby  directed,  to  pay  the  sum  of  fifteen,  hundred 
pounds,  being  part  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
ship  Tartar,  which  he  was  directed  to  detain  in  his  hands, 
into  the  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  taking  duplicate 
receipts  for  the  same,  one  of  which  to  be  lodged  in  the 
Secretary's  office. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of 
the  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  Richard  Devens, 
Esq;    Commissary  General,  the   sum   of  tivelve  hundred 
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jyounds,  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  said  ship 
TiD'tar,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  tit  out  the 
sloop  WintJivojp^  and  the  remainder  of  the  said  ticelve  hun- 
dred jwunds,  if  any  there  shall  be,  to  be  appropriated  to 
the  e(iuipment  of  the  vessel  and  boat  directed  to  be  pro- 
cured l)y  the  resolve  of  this  day,  he  to  be  accountable. 

March  26,  1783. 


COMMITTEES  AND  Char>.'^'22t 

ILAXD,  EMPOWER-  -^  ' 


Chapter  222. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  TETITIGX  OF  THE  JOINT 
SELECTMEN  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  CUMBERL, 
ING  THE  COMMISSARY  GENERAL  TO  PROCURE  A  SMALL 
VESSEL  AND  A  WHALE  BOAT,  TO  CRUIZE  ON  THE  EASTERN 
COAST,  AND  DIRECTING  HIM  TO  COLLECT  FIRE  ARMS,  cS^c. 
AND  REQUESTING  THE  GOVERNOR  TO  COMMISSION  A  SUIT- 
ABLE PERSON,  AND  TO  CONTINUE  THE  GUARDS  AT  FAL- 
MOUTH AND  CAPE  ELIZABETH. 

On  the  petition  of  the  joint  committee  and  selectmen  of 
the  county  of  Cumberland  : 

Resolved,  That  Richard  Devens,  Esq  ;  the  Commissary 
General,  be,  and  he  hereby  is  impowered  and  directed, 
to  })rocure,  by  hire  or  purchase,  a  small  vessel,  not 
exceeding  thirty  tons,  and  one  whale  boat,  and  equip 
them,  for  the  purpose  of  cruizing  against  the  enemies  of 
the  United  States,  in  Casco  Bay,  and  the  Eastern  shore, 
and  that  the  said  Commissary  General  be,  and  he  hereby 
is  impowered  and  directed,  to  collect  the  fire  arms,  and 
any  other  property  that  belongs  to  this  Commonwealth, 
in  the  hands  of  any  person  or  persons  in  the  county  of 
Cumberland,  and  dispose  of  the  same,  with  the  barrack 
that  is  at  FalmoutJi,  for  the  most  it  will  fetch,  either  at 
j)ul)lic  or  private  sale,  and  appropriate  the  same  for  fixing 
the  said  vessel  and  boat. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the 
Governor  he.  requested  to  commission  some  suitable  per- 
son to  command  the  said  vessel  and  boat,  and  give  orders 
for  manning  the  same,  with  such  a  number  of  men,  and 
for  so  long  a  time,  as  the  Governor,  with  advice  of 
Council,  siiall  judge  for  the  advantage  of  the  Common- 
wcaltii. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the 
Governor,  be  requested  to  give  orders  for  continuing  the 
guards  at  Falmouth  and  Cape  Elizabeth,  on  the  same 
establishment  as  last  vear,  for  so  long  a  time  as  the  Gov- 
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enior,  with  the   advice  of  Council,  shall  judge   for  the 
advantage  and  safety  of  this  Commonwealth. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  Commissary  Gen- 
eral be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed,  to  supply  the  officers 
and  men  belonging  to  the  said  vessel  and  boat,  with  the 
same  rations  as  the  officers  and  men  on  board  the  sloop 

Winthrop  are  entitled  to  receive,  and  the  guards  with  the 
same  rations  as  last  year. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and 
paid  to  each  officer  and  mariner  on  board  the  said  vessel 
and  boat,  such  sums  as  the  Governor  with  advice  of 
Council,  shall  think  proper,  not  exceeding  the  same 
wages  as  the  officers  and  men  receive  on  board  the  sloop 

Winthrop.  March  26,  1783. 


Chapter  223. 

Cliav  223  RESOLVE  abating  one  third  part  of  all  the  taxes,  both 

^  *  FOR   money   and   beef,   SET    UPON   THE    TOWN    OF    MERRY- 

FIELD,    IN    1781,    AND    DIRECTING    THE    TREASURER    IN    THIS 
CASE. 

Wliereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  that  hy  a  resolve  of 
April  the  3cZ,  1780,  tltat  there  was  an  abatement  of  one 
third  part  of  all  the  taxes  set  upon  the  plantation,  called 
Merrytield,  in  the  county  of  Hampshire  ;'  and  as  it  ap- 
peareth  reasonable  to  this  Court,  that  the  abatement  should 
be  continued  until  the  last  valuation  took  place. 

Resolved,  That  one  third  part  of  all  the  taxes,  both  for 
money  and  beef,  that  have  been  set  upon  the  said  plan- 
tation of  Merryfield,  previous  to  the  valuation  of  1781, 
be  abated,  and  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  is 
directed  to  govern  himself  accordingly,  in  the  settlement 
of  the  said  taxes.  March  26,  1783. 
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[May  Session,  ch.  1.] 


Chap.  1 


AN  ACT  FOR  GRANTING  A  LOTTERY  FOR  THE  REBUILDING  AND 
REPAIRING  THE  PUBLIC  BRIDGES,  AND  REPAIRING  THE 
HIGHWAY  IN  THE  TOWN  OF  WINCHENDON,  WHICH  LEAD 
TO    CHARLESTOWN,  IN  THE  STATE   OF  NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Whereas  it  appears  of  great  utility,  that  the  public  Preamble. 
bridges  and  higMcay,  in  the  toion  o/Winchendon,  leading 
to  the  said  Charlestown,  should  be  rebuilt  and  repaired, 
and  the  said  town  hath  represented  their  inability  to 
accomplish  the  same,  praying  that  a  lottery  may  be 
granted  for  those  purposes: 

Be   it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  six  bun-  eooi.  to  be  raised 
dred  pounds,  be  raised  by  a  lottery  or  lotteries,  for  the  re%hing^' 
purposes    aforesaid,   and  that  Samuel    Crosby  and  ^6e/ ^he'tow'n'^'o'f' ^" 
Wilder,  Esq'rs,  and  Mr.  Levi  Nichols,  or  any  two   of  winchendon. 
them,  be  ^lanagers  thereof,  who  shall  be  sworn  to  the  iTs"" and '^°''  ^' 
faithful  discharge  of  the  trust,  and  shall,  as  soon  as- may  Managers,  to  be 
be,  pul)lish  a  scheme  of  such  lottery  or  lotteries,  in  such 
public  newspaper  as  they  may  think  most  proper ;    and 
the  said  Managers  shall  keep  just  and  regular  accounts  of 
their  proceedings,  and  of  the  monies  they  may  receive  in 
their  said  capacity,  which  shall  at  all  times  be  open  to  the 
inspection  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  said  town  of  Winchen- 
don  for  the  time  being ;  and  within  one  month  after  they 
shall  be  requested  thereto  by  vote  of  the  said  town,  shall 
compleat  drawing  any  such  lottery  or  lotteries,  and  shall 
pay  the  net  proceeds  thereof  in  such  manner  as  shall  be 


sworn. 
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ordered  by  the  said  town,  or  their  Committee,  for  such 
purpose  to  be  chosen  ;  and  if  the  said  Managers,  or  any 
of  them,  sliall  neglect  payment  as  aforesaid,  for  the  space 
of  fourteen  days  after  receipt  of  such  order,  the  said 
Treasurer  is  hereby  authorized  and  impowered  to  sue  for 
and  recover,  for  the  use  of  the  said  town,  such  monies 
neglected  to  have  been  paid  as  aforesaid,  by  action  in 
any  Court  proper  to  try  the  same;  and  furthermore,  the 
said  managers,  within  three  months  after  the  hist  drawing 
of  the  said  lottery  or  lotteries,  shall  settle  and  finish  their 
accounts  of  the  said  lottery  or  lotteries,  and  in  case  they, 
or  either  of  them,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  so  to  do,  or 
shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  finish  drawing  such  lottery  or 
lotteries,  in  manner  as  aforesaid,  they  shall  severally  for- 
feit tlie  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds,  for  the  use  of  the 
said  town,  and  to  be  recovered  by  the  said  Treasurer  in 
manner  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  said  town  of  Winchendon  shall,  in  the  most 
prudent  and  expeditious  way  and  manner,  apply  all  the 
net  proceeds  of  the  said  lottery  or  lotteries,  to  the  pur- 
poses of  rebuilding  and  repairing  the  said  bridges  and 
highway  ;  and  in  case  the  said  town  shall  convert  the 
said  proceeds  to  any  other  use  or  purpose,  or  shall  unrea- 
sonably delay  to  apply  the  same  as  is  herein  before 
directed,  the  said  town  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  to  the  use  of 
the  Commonwealth,  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds, 
to  be  recovered  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  said  Common- 
wealth, by  action  in  any  Court  proper  to  try  the  same. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  all  prizes  drawn  in  the 
said  lottery,  shall  be  published  in  Willis's  Independent 
Chronicle,  within  thirty  days  after  drawing  the  same,  and 
be  paid  without  deduction,  if  demanded  within  six  months 
afteiv drawing,  otherwise  to  be  deemed  as  generously  given 
for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  also  further  enacted.  That  if  any  person  or 
persons  shall  forge,  counterfeit,  or  alter  any  ticket  issued 
by  virtue  of  this  act,  or  shall  pass  or  utter  any  such 
forged,  counterfeited  or  altered  ticket,  knowingly;  or 
that  shall  counsel,  advise  or  assist  in  forging,  counterfeit- 
ing or  altering  the  same  ;  every  such  person  or  persons  so 
oftending,  and  being  thereof  convicted  in  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  of  this  Commonwealth,  shall  be  set  on  the 
gallows  for  the  space  of  one  hour,  with  a  rope  about  his 
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neck,  or  shall  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
pounds  to  the  use  of  this  Commonwealth,  or  be  im- 
prisoned not  exceeding  twelve  months,  or  be  pu])lickly 
whip})ed  not  exceeding  thirty-nine  stripes,  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Justices  of  the  same  Court,  who  are  also 
hereby  imjiowered  to  inflict  one  or  more  of  the  said  pun- 
ishments on  such  offenders,  if  they  see  fit. 

June  16,  1783. 


Chap. 
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[May  Session,  ch.  2.] 

AN  ACT  FOR  GRANTING  A  LOTTERY  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  OF 
REBUILDING  A  BRIDGE  ACROSS  WESTFIELD  RIVER,  IN  THE 
TOWN  OF  WESTFIELD,  NIGH  TO  A  PLACE  CALLED  WELLER'S 
MILLS. 

Whereas  it  ajjpeai's  to  (his  Court,  that  it  is  necessary  Preamble. 
for  public  accommodation  that  the  bridge  over  Westfield 
river  shoidd  be  rebuilt,  and  the  toivn  of  Westfield  have 
requested  the  benefit   of  a  lottery  to  assist   them   in   the 
€xj.)ense  of  erecting  the  said  bridge: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rejiresenta- 
tives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  That  there  be,  and  hereby  is  granted,  a  lottery  3391.  to  be 
for  raisino-  a  sum  not  exceeding  three  hundred  and  thirty  [ouery, fo 
l)Ounds,  the  profits  of  which,  after  payment  of  the  neces-  overVestfieil^ 
sary  expenses  of  managing  the  same,  shall   be  in   whole  "^*^''- 
applied  towards  defraying  the  expences  of  erecting  the 
said  bridge  in  the  place  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  Samuel  3Iather,  Sam-  Samuei  Mather, 
iiel  Fowler,  John  Ingersoll,  David  Mosely,  and  Israel  appointed"  "^' 
Ashley,  or  any  three  of  them,  be,  and  hereby  are  ^^■^'^sers. 
api)ointcd  *^ole  Managers  of  the  said  lottery,  whose  busi- 
ness it  shall  l)e,  to  concert  and  publish  a  scheme  or 
schemes  for  the  purpose  of  such  lotterj^  and  to  attend  to 
the  drawing  the  said  lotter^^,  and  publish  in  the  Spring- 
field and  Worcester  news  papers,  a  correct  list  of  all 
prizes  which  may  be  drawn  in  the  said  lottery,  within 
twenty  days  after  the  drawing  thereof  shall  be  compleated, 
and  shall  pay  to  each  possessor  of  a  prize  ticket  therein,  the 
full  sum  of  such  prize,  within  twenty  days  after  such  list  is 
published,  if  demanded  by  the  possessor  of  such  ticket ;  and 
if  it  be  not  demanded  within  six  months  after  the  drawing 
the  said  lottery,  it  shall  be  deemed  as  generously  given  for 
building  the  said  bridge,  and  applied  accordingly. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  .shall 
forge,  counterfeit,  or  alter  any  lottery  ticket  issued  by 
virtue  of  this  act,  or  shall  pass  or  utter  any  such  forged, 
counterfeited  or  altered  ticket,  knowing  the  same  to  be 
false,  forged,  counterfeited,  or  altered,  or  shall  counsel, 
advise  or  assist  in  forging,  altering  or  counterfeiting  the 
same,  every  person  so  offending,  and  being  thereof  con- 
victed before  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, shall  be  punished  by  being  set  on  the  gallows 
for  the  space  of  one  hour,  with  a  rope  about  his  neck,  or 
shall  pay  a  line  not  exceeding  one  hundred  pounds,  to  the 
use  of  this  Commonwealth,  or  suffer  not  more  than  twelve 
months'  imprisonment,  nor  less  than  two,  or  be  publicly 
whipped  not  exceeding  thirty-nine  stripes,  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  said  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  according  to  the 
nature  and  circumstances  of  the  offence. 

Provided  always.  That  the  said  Samuel  Mather,  Sam- 
uel Folder,  John  Ingersoll,  Israel  Ashley,  and  David 
Mosely,  give  security  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Common- 
wealth, in  the  sum  of  six  hundred  pounds,  to  employ  all 
the  monies  that  shall  be  raised  bj^  the  said  lottery,  in 
building  a  bridge  over  the  said  river.         June  18,  1783. 
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[May  Session,  eh.  3.] 

AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPORATING  A  NUMBER  OF  THE  INHABITANTS 
OF  THE  TOWN  OF  AMHERST,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  HAMP- 
SHIRE. INTO  A  SEPARATE  PARISH,  BY  THE  NAME  OF  THE 
SECOND  PARISH  IN  THE  TOWN  OF  AMHERST. 

Wliereas  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  toivn  of 
Amherst,  in  the  said  county,  hereinafter  named,  have 
petitioned  this  Court  to  be  incorporated  into  a  sejoarate 
parish,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  their  petition. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, in  General  Court  assetnbled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  the  said  petitioners,  namely, 
Nathan  Dickinson,  Moses  Dickinson,  John  Billing,  John 
Dickinson,  Joseph  Eastman,  Ebenezer  Mattoon,  Timothy 
Green,  Pelatiah  Smith,  Ebenezer  Dickinson,  Noah  Dick- 
inson, Hezekiah  Belding,  Ebenezer  Williams,  Henry 
Franklin,  John  Robins,  Jacob  Warner,  Abijah  Wil- 
liams, Joseph  Robins,  James  Mirick,  second,  Azariah 
Dickinson,  John  Ingraham,  Andrew  Kimbal,  Samuel 
Henry,  Nathan  Perkins ,  Noahdiah  Lewis,  Noah  Hawley, 
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Ehenezer  Dickinson,  third,  Joseph  Morton,  Oliver  Clapp, 
Lemuel  Moody ,  Giles  Church,  Ehenezer  Eastman,  Nathan 
Eichinson,  junior,  NatJianiel  Eickinson,  second,  Gideon 
Moore,  Stephen  Cole,  Waitstill  Dickinson,  Thomas  Mar- 
shall, Amariah  Eana,  John  Eastman,  Joseph  Eickinson, 
EavidCowls,  EavidRich,  Simeon  Coivls,  Benanuel  Leach, 
Eliliu  Eickinson,  Abner  Adams,  Joseph  Eastman,  junior, 
Reuben  LujraJiam,  Samuel  Ingraham,  Reuben  Eickinson, 
Clement  Marshall,  Thomas  Morton,  Reuben  Eickinson, 
junior,  Ehenezer  Eickinson,  second,  Ehenezer  Mattoon, 
junior,  Amos  Ayres,  Aaron  Billing,  Justus  Williams, 
Adam  Rice,  Gideon  Lee,  Jacob  Warner,  junior,  Solo- 
mon Eickinson,  Levi  Eickinson,  Asa  Eickinsoyi,  Ehen- 
ezer Ingraham,  Nathan  Perkins,  junior,  Eli  Putnam, 
Zimri  Eickinson.,  Joseph  Williams,  Eavid  Blodget,  jun- 
ior, Phineas  Allen,  Simeon  Eickinson,  and  Gad  Eickin- 
son, together  Avith  their  estates,  which  they  now  have,  or 
may  hereafter  have  and  possess,  in  their  own  right,  in  the 
said  town  of  Amherst,  be,  and  hereby  are  incorporated 
into  a  separate  parish,  by  the  name  of  the  second  parish 
in  the  town  of  Amherst. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority   aforesaid. 
That  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  parish  be,  and  hereby  are  inhabitants 
vested,  with  all  the  privileges,   powers   and  immunities,  lertain^powers. 
which  parishes  by  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,   are 
vested  withal. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  Ebe7iezer  Mattoon,  Esq  ;  Eben.  Mat. 
be,  and  hereb}^  is  empowered,  to  issue  his  warrant  directed  empowered  to 
to  some  one  principal  inhabitant  of  the   parish  aforesaid,  '=''"  ^  ™«'*^''°s- 
requiring  him  to  warn  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
said  parish,  by  law  qualified  to  vote  in   parish  affairs,  to 
assemble  at  some  proper  time  and  place  within  the  said 
parish,  to  be  expressed  in  the  same  warrant,  to  choose 
such  officers  as  are  necessary  to  manage  the  aftairs  of  the 
said  parish,  according  to  the  powers  and  authority  given 
by  this  act ;  and  the  inhabitants  qualified  by  law  to  vote, 
being  so  assembled,  shall  be,  and  hereby  are  empowered, 
to  choose  such  officers  accordingly. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any  other  inhabitant  of  ?^^f,?rt^'^i,°fo 
the  town  of  Arnh'^ist  shall  have  liberty  to  ioin  himself  to  the  have  their 

ClIOICC* 

said  second  parish,  who  shall,  within  three  months  from 
the  date  hereof,  declare  such  his  intention,  by  leaving  a 
certificate  with  the  Secretary  of  this  Commonwealth. 

June  19,  1783. 
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[May  Session,  ch.  4.] 

AN  ACT  IN  ADDITION  TO  THE  SEVERAL  ACTS  OF  THIS  COMMON- 
WEALTH ALREADY  MADE,  FOR  THE  PRESERVATION  OF  THE 
FISH  CALLED  ALE  WIVES,  AND  FOR  THE  BETTER  REGULAT- 
ING THE  RIVER  CALLED  WEWEWANTETT  RIVER,  IN  THE 
COUNTY    OF   PLYMOUTH. 

Whereas  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth  already  made, 
for  the  jireservation  of  the  fish  called  Aleivives,  appear  to 
this  Court  to  he  insufficient  for  the  preservation  of  the 
said  fish  in  the  river  called  Wewewantett  river,  in  the 
county  of  Plymouth ;  and  for  the  better  jjreservation  of 
the  said  fish  in  the  said  river  : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  authority  of  the 
same,  That  no  seine,  dragnet  or  marshnet,  be  stretched, 
set  or  drawn  in  the  said  river,  or  in  an}^  of  the  branches, 
arms  or  creeks  of  the  same,  or  in  any  of  the  dependencies 
thereof,  above  the  rock  in  the  said  river  called  Toonsuk 
rock,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  April  until  the  first 
day  of  June,  annually ;  and  if  any  person  or  persons 
shall  presume  to  set,  stretch  or  draw  any  seine,  dragnet 
or  marshnet,  in  the  said  river,  within  the  time  aforesaid, 
he  or  they  so  oft'ending,  shall  forfeit  and  pa}^  the  sum  of 
fifty  pounds  for  each  oflence,  to  be  recovered  by  action  of 
debt  in  any  Court  proper  to  try  the  same  ;  the  one  moiety 
thereof  to  him  or  them  who  shall  sue  for  the  same,  and 
the  other  moiety  to  the  use  of  the  towns  of  Rochester, 
Plympton  and  that  part  of  Wareham  which  was  originally 
part  of  Rochester,  and  every  such  seine,  dragnet  or 
marshnet,  with  its  appurtenances  so  set,  stretched  or 
drawn,  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  use  of  the  said  towns. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  no  Wares,  kiddles  or 
fish  girths  be  made  in  the  said  river  or  any  of  the  branches 
thereof,  by  any  person  or  persons,  on  pain  of  forfeiting 
the  sum  of  five  pounds  for  each  offence,  to  be  recovered 
in  manner  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  no  fish  be  taken  in  the  said  river  or  any  of  the 
branches  thereof,  with  any  other  engine  or  instrument 
than  a  dipnet  or  scoopnet,  on  penalty  of  forfeiting  the 
sum  of  ten  pounds,  to  lie  recovered  in  manner  aforesaid 
and  for  the  uses  aforesaid. 
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And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no   stage  or  platform  No  stages  or 
shall  be  erected  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  fish  in  the  erected  for  tak. 
said  river,  but  such  as  may  be  erected  on  the  banks  of  the  riferf '^ '"^  ^^'*^ 
said  river,  and  not  to  extend  further  than  the  water's  edge, 
on  penalty  of  ten  shillings  for  every  such  offence,   to  be  Penalty. 
recovered  by  action  of    debt  before  any  Justice  of  the  how  recovered. 
Peace  in  the  said  county  of  Plymouth ;  one  moiety  thereof 
to  him  or  them  who  shall  sue  for  the  same,  and  the  other 
moiety  to  the  use  of  the  said  towns  as  abovesaid  ;  and  the 
materials  of  all  such  stage  or  stages,  platform  or  plat- 
forms, so  erected    against  this  act,  shall  be  forfeited  to 
him  or  them  who  shall  seize  upon,  demolish  or  take  pos- 
session of  the  same  ;  and  if  any  action  or  actions  shall  be 
brought  by  an}^  person  or  persons  who  thus   erected  the 
said  stage  or  stages,   platform  or  platforms  as  aforesaid, 
against  him  or  them  who  thus  seized   or  demolished  the 
same,  he  or  they  against  whom  such  action  or  actions  are 
brought,  may  plead  the  general  issue  and  give  this  act  in 
evidence  for  his  discharge. 

And  whereas  the   banks   adjoining  the   said   river,  in  ' 
onany  places  are  covered  ivith  ivood  and  brush,  and  evil 
'}ninded  persons   do  frequently  make  obstructions  in  the 
said  river  under  cover  of  the  said  2vood  and  brush :  For 
the  prevention  thereof  in  future, 

Be  it  enacted.  That  no  obstructions  shall  be  made  to  the  Persons 
fish  in  passing  up  or  down  in  the  said  river,  by  placing  o^^tractiug  the 
stones,  brusli  or  other  incumbrances,  for  the  more  safe  and 
effectual  taking  the  said  fish,  on  penalty  of  five  pounds,  to  Penalty. 
be  recovered  in  any  Court  proper  to  try  the  same,  and  to 
enure  to  the  uses  as  is  already  by  this  act  provided.    ^ 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by   the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  no.person  or  persons  shall  hereafter,   on    any  pre- no  person  to 
tence  whatsoever,  presume  to  take  any  fish  in  the  said  river,  excep°at*thBe8 
at  any  time  or  at  any  place  or  places,  other  than  such  as  ^onschosen.^^'^" 
shall  be  prefixed  by  one  or  more  person  or  persons  chosen 
by  the  towns  of  Rochester,  Plymouth  and    Wareham,   at 
their  annual  town  meeting  in  the  month  of  March;  each 
of  which  towns  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  at 
their  said  annual  meeting,  to  make  choice  of  one  or  more  Persons  to  be 

..11  ''  ,  .  •,  1         ,1  ,1        annually  chosen 

suitable  person    or   persons   to    meet  with  others  to    be  by  the  towns  of 
chosen  for  that  purpose,  to  agree  on  the  time  or  times  Pr/moufh'and 
Avhen,  and  place  or  places  where,  fish  in  the  said  river  shall  wareham. 
be  taken,  on  penalty  of  five  pounds  for  each  offence,  to 
be  recovered  in  the  same  way,  and  for  the  same  purposes, 
as  is  already'  by  this  act  provided. 
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jLnd  wliereaH  the  fii<li  us^uaJly imssing  up  the  said  river 
to  cast  their  spawn,  are  greatly  obstructed  by  dams 
erected  on  tlie  said  river  for  the  purpose  of  collecting 
water  to  carry  inills,  and  in  some  places  it  is  impractica- 
ble to  malxe  suitable  and  sufficient  sluices  or  passages 
through  the  said  dams  for  the  said  fish  to  p)(^8S  up  into 
the  ponds  to  cast  their  spawn:  For  remedy  whereof, 
No  mill  per-  ^g  ^  enacted.  That  no  mill  or  mills,  foro;e  or  furnace, 

mitted  to  go  on  '  '  p  ' 

Baid  river  from  or  any  Water  works  whatsoever,  be  permitted  to  go  or 
unless.  '  work  on  the  said  river,  from  the  first  day  of  April  until 
the  first  day  of  June,  annually,  unless  such  sluices  as 
hereafter  are  described  in  this  act  are  kept  open  for  the 
term  of  time  aforesaid  ;  and  that  the  dams  on  the  said 
river  or  the  sluices  belonging  to  such  dams,  shall  be  kept 
open  ten  feet  in  width,  to  the  bottom  of  the  natural 
stream  of  the  said  river,  and  shall  lay  open  during  the 
time  aforesaid,  on  penalty  of  fifty  pounds,  to  be  recov- 
ered by  action  of  debt  of  the  possessors  of  such  mills, 
forge  or  furnace,  or  water  works,  one  moiety  thereof  to 
him  or  them  who  shall  sue  for  the  same,  and  the  other 
moiety  to  the  use  of  the  towns,  or  proprietors  of  the  said 
river,  in  any  Court  proper  to  try  the  same. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
No  person  dis-    That  uo  pcrsou  sliall  be  disqualified  from  beina:  a  witness 

qualified  to  give    .  i  l        V    - 1   •  ,1  £•    1   • 

evidence.  m  any  causc,  I  or  a  breach  ot  this  act,  by  reason  or  his  or 

her  being  an  inhabitant  of  any  of  the  towns  aforesaid. 

June  28,  1783. 


Chap.  5 


I  1783.  — Chapter  5. 

[May  Session,  ch.  .5.] 

AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPORATING  THE  PROPRIETORS  OF  MATTA- 
KESSET  CREEKS  (SO  CALLED)  IN  THE  TOWN  OF  EDGARTOWX, 
IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  DUKES  COUNTY,  INTO  A  BODY  POLITIC, 
BY  THE  NAME  OF  THE  PROPRIETORS  OF  MATTAKESSETT 
CREEKS;  AND  ALSO  FOR  THE  REGULATING  AND  BETTER 
IMPROVING  THE  LOW  GROUNDS  AND  MEADOWS  ADJOINING 
THE  SAID  CREEKS  AND  GREAT  POND  (SO  CALLED)  IN  THE 
SAID  TOWN. 

Preamble.  Wliereas,  tlie  proprietors  of  tlie  town  of  Edgartown,  in 

the  county  of  Dukes  County,  did  formerly  grant  the 
privilege  of  the  fishery  in  Mattakessett  creeks,  in  the  said 
town,  unto  John  Butler,  Enoch  Cofiin,  Benjamin  Smith, 
John  Pease,  Thomas  Vinson,  Brotherton  Dagget,  Tim- 
othy Dagget,  Tristram  Cofiin,  Gershom  Dunham,  and 
John    Stuart,   tJieir   heirs  and  assigns,  forever,    together 
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^oith  such  others  as  should  from  time  to  time  he  taken  in 
icith  them:  And  whereas  they,  their  heirs,  assigns  and 
associates,  have  been  at  considerable  labour  and  expence 
in  digging  and  keeping  open  a  water  passage  for  the  fish 
called  aleicives,  and  other  fish,  from  the  sea  into  the  p)ond 
called  the  great  pond,  being  wholly  within  the  bounds  of 
the  said  town  of  Edgartown  :  And  whereas  the  present 
owners  and  2'>'>'oprietors  of  the  said  fishery  have  repre- 
sented to  this  Court,  that  their  being  incorporated  into  a 
body  politic  ivould  remedy  many  inconveniences  to  v:hich 
they  are  otherwise  subject,  and  as  it  seems  but  reasonable 
and  just  that  the  present  oivners  and  proprietors  of  the 
said  fishery  shoxdd  be  vested  ivith  ptoioer  to  order,  man- 
age and  regulate  the  satne: 

Be   it  therefore   enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  oj'  the  same.  That  the  present  owners  and  pro-  owners  and 
prietors  of  the  said  Mattakessett  creeks,  be,  and  they  are  Mattakesset"^ 
hereby  incorporated  into  a  bod}^  politic,  for  the  purpose  corporitl'd. 
aforesaid,  under  the  name  of  the   proprietors   of  Matta- 
kessett creeks,  in  Edgartov-'n. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  when,  and  so  often    as  the    said    proprietors   shall  i°  ^?^t  ™a°"f 

.  '  n  jy  .^  1  meetings  are  to 

judge  a  proprietors  meeting  necessary,  nve  ot  them  apply-  be  called. 
ing  to  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  within  the  said  county,  the 
said  Justice  is  hereb}'  authorized  and  impowered  to  grant 
a  warrant  for  calling  the  same,  directed  to  one  of  the  prin-  « 

cipal  proprietors,  to  be  posted  up  in  some  public  place  or 
])laces  in  the  said  town,  fourteen  days  at  least  before  the 
time  appointed  for  holding  such  meeting,  thereby  signify- 
ing the  time,  place,  and  business  thereof;  and  the  major 
part  of  thj3  proprietors  so  assembled,  shall  have  full  power 
to  agree  upon  any  other  way  or  manner  for  calling  meet- 
ings for  the  future,  and  also  to  chuse  a  Clerk  and  all 
other  necessary  officers,  who  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faith- 
ful discharge  of  their  respective  trusts. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the   authority   aforesaid. 
That  the  said  proprietors,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  in  Proprietors 
any  legal  meeting  called    therefor,    may,    and    they   are  agree  upon  aii 
hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  from  time  to  time,  to  ordersr&c™'^*' 
make  and  agree  upon  such  necessary   rules,   orders  and 
by-laws,  for  the  directing  and  ordering  and  managing  the 
prudential  affiiirs  of  the  said   proprietors,  as  they  shall 
judge  most  conducing  to  the  peace,  good  order  and  wel- 
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To  annex  penal- 
ties. 


How  recovered. 


Persons  prohib- 
ited to  set  any 
seine,  &c.  witli- 
out  leave. 


Penalty. 


Preamble. 


Governor  & 
Council  em- 
powered to 
appoint  Com- 
missioners of 
sewers. 


fare  of  the  same,  and  to  annex  penalties  for  the  observance 
of  the  same,  not  exceeding  twenty  shillings  for  each 
offence,  provided  that  they  be  not  repugnant  to  the  laws 
of  this  Commonwealth  ;  and  the  penalties  for  the  In-each 
of  any  of  them  by  any  of  the  said  proprietors,  to  be 
recovered  by  action  of  debt,  before  some  Justice  of  the 
Peace  in  the  said  county  not  being  a  proprietor,  one 
moiety  thereof  to  him  or  them  who  shall  sue  for  the  same, 
and  the  other  moiety  to  the  poor  of  the  said  town. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  person  or  persons 
shall,  on  any  pretence  whatsoever,  (without  liberty  first 
obtained  of  the  major  part  of  the  said  proprietors  in  a 
meeting  called  for  that  purpose)  presume  to  set,  draw,  or 
stretch  any  seine  or  dragnet,  or  set  up  any  wears,  or 
make  use  of  any  other  fishing  engine,  in  any  part  of  the 
said  creeks  or  ponds  adjacent  on  the  said  great  pond, 
where  the  fish  usually  cast  their  spawn,  or  at  or  near  the 
mouth  of  the  said  creeks,  so  as  to  take  or  obstruct  the 
alewives  or  other  fish  that  pass  up  or  down  the  said 
creeks,  on  penalty  of  five  pounds  for  each  ofience,  to 
be  recovered  of  every  person  thus  offending,  by  action 
of  debt  in  any  Court  proper  to  try  the  same,  one  moiety 
thereof  to  him  or  them  who  shall  sue  for  the  same,  and 
the  other  moiety  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  said  town. 

And  ivherecifi  there  are  divers  tracts  of  loiv  gi^ounds  and 
meadoivs  adjoining  the  creeks  and  great  ])ond  aforesaid, 
which  loio  grounds  and  meadows  are  owned  hy  divers 
persons  who  are  different] ij  affected  by  the  draining  the 
ivater  off  from  the  said  great  p)ond  and  severed  smaller 
ponds  adjacent  to  the  aforesaid  creehs ;  and  as  apjjiication 
has  been  made  to  this  Court  by  the  jjrojyrietors  of  the 
said  creehs  and  the  Join  grounds  and  meadows  affected 
thereby:  Wherefore,  for  the  appointment  of  Commis- 
sioners of  sewers  for  the  better  ordering  and  regidating 
the  same. 

Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Governor,  with  the 
advice  of  Council  be,  and  hereby  is  impowered,  from 
time  to  time,  at  the  request  of  the  major  part  of  the  said 
proprietors,  to  appoint  three  able  and  discreet  persons  to 
be  Commissioners  of  sewers,  whose  business  it  shall  be  to 
meet  and  convene  together  from  time  to  time,  as  occasion 
may  require,  and  view  the  premises,  and  determine  liy 
what  ways  and  means,  at  what  times,  and  to  what  partic- 
ular depth,  the  water  shall  be  drained  from  oft'  the  great 
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pond  aforesaid,  having  particular  regard  as  well  to  the 
low  grounds  and  meadows  adjoining  the  great  pond  and 
creeks  aforesaid,  as  to  the  fishery  in  the  said  creeks,  and 
to  determine  according  to  the  value  and  importance,  and 
the  advantages  and  benefits  arising  from  each. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the   authoritij   aforesaid, 
That  the  said  Commissioners  shall  determine  what  part  or  Commissioners 

.  f  1    1  .1  •    X  f   +1        to  apportion  the 

proportion   or  labour  or  expence  the   proprietors   oi  the  espence. 
said  low  grounds  and  meadows,   and    the   proprietors    of 
said  creeks,  respectively,    shall    be    at,    in    digging   and 
keeping  open  the  said    creeks,    or   any    other  necessary 
ex})ence  arising  from  the  same  ;  and  if  by  any  order  or  pro-  incase. 
ceedure  of  the  said  Commissioners  for  the  mutual  benefit, 
it  should  so  happen,  that  any  individual  should  be  damaged 
in  his  lands  or  propriety,  the  damage  so    done    shall    be 
recompensed   by  such   proprietors  as    the    said    Commis- 
sioners shall  order,  having  regard  to  each   one's   interest 
therein,  or  as  shall  be  ordered  by  the  Court  of  General 
Sessions  of  the  Peace  in  the   said  county,   upon  enquiry 
into  the  same  by  a  Jury  summoned  for  that  purpose  ;  and 
in  all    other   matters  respecting    the    premises,  the    said  PoTroceed"^*^^ 
Commissioners  shall  proceed  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  this  j'^^^'-®^^'^  ^° 
Commonwealth,  already  made  and  provided  for  the  direc- 
tion of  Commissioners  of  sewers.  June  24,  1783. 


Chap.  6 
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[Maj'  Session,  ch.  6.] 

AN  ACT  TO  CARRY  INTO  EXECUTION  AN  ACT  MADE  IN  THE 
YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  SEVENTY- 
EIGHT,  ENTITLED,  "  AN  ACT  TO  PREVENT  THE  RETURN  TO 
THIS  STATE  OF  CERTAIN  PERSONS  THEREIN  NAMED,  AND 
OTHERS,  ..WHO  HAVE  LEFT  THIS  STATE,  OR  EITHER  OF  THE 
UNITED  STATES,  AND  JOINED  THE  ENEMIES  THEREOF." 

Whereas  by  the  act  above  mentioned  it  is  j^^'ovided,  Preamble. 
(hat  certain  persons  therein  named  and  described,  should 
be  sent  out  of  this  State  by  the  Board  of  War,  and  the 
same  Board  hath  since  been  discontinued,  by  means 
2t:hereof  there  are  no  persons  noiv  in  the  Go^nmonwealth 
who  are  impowered  to  carry  the  same  act  into  effectual 
execution : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
autJiority  of  the  same,  That  in  case  any  person  now  stands  in  case  of  com. 

«/     i  rnitruGiit  bv  two 

committed  by  any  Magistrate,  or  hereafter  shall  be  com-  justices  of  the 
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Peace,  the 
Justices  to 
certify  the  same 
to  the  Governor, 
who  is  to  trans- 
port the  person 
to  some  part  of 
the  British 
dominions. 


Penalty  in  case 
of  such  person's 
return. 


Ko  writ  of 
replevin  to  be 
served. 


Penaltj'. 


Limitation. 


mitted  to  any  goal  in  this  Commonwealth,  by  two  Justices 
of  the  Peace,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  aforesaid,  such 
Magistrate  or  Justices  shall  immediately  certify  the  same 
commitment  to  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth,  who 
shall  immediately,  or  as  soon  as  may  be,  at  the  expence 
of  the  Commonwealth,  cause  such  person  so  committed, 
to  be  transported  to  some  part  or  place  within  the  domin- 
ions of  the  King  of  Great  Britain;  and  if  such  person  so 
transported  shall  voluntarily  return  again  to  this  Com- 
monwealth, and  be  thereof  convicted  before  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court,  such  person  shall  suffer  the  same  pains 
and  penalty  as  are  provided  in  the  said  act,  in  case  any 
such  person  should  return  into  this  State  after  being 
transported  out  of  the  same  by  the  Board  of  War,  accord- 
ing to  the  directions  of  the  said  act. 

Be  it  further  enacted,  That  when  any  such  person  shall 
be  conmiitted  by  two  Justices  of  the  Peace,  or  taken  into 
custody  by  order  of  the  Governor,  to  be  sent  out  of  this 
State,  no  writ  of  replevin  to  replevy  such  person  shall  be 
served,  nor  shall  any  action  on  such  writ  be  prosecuted, 
brought  forward  or  supported,  and  every  service  of  such 
writ  shall  be  utterly  void,  and  the  officer  who  shall  pre- 
sume to  execute  the  same,  shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  of  one 
hundred  pounds,  and  be  incapable  forever  hereafter  of 
serving  or  executing  any  other  writ  or  precept. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  this  act  shall  continue  and  be  in  force  until  the 
recommendation  of  Congress,  mentioned  in  the  prelimi- 
nary articles  agreed  upon  between  the  United  States  of 
Amernca  and  Great  Britain,  shall  be  laid  before  the 
General  Court,  and  a  final  determination  be  had  thereon, 
and  no  longer.  July  2,  1783. 


Chap.  7 


Preamble. 


1783.  — Chapter  7. 

[May  Session,  ch.  7.] 

AN  ACT  FOR  REVIVING  AND  CONTINUING  SUNDRY  LAWS  THAT 
ARE  EXPIRED,  OR  NEAR  EXPIRING. 

Whereas  the  several  acts  hereinafter  mentioned,  which 
are  now  expired,  or  near  expiring,  have  been  found  useful 
and  beneficial,  viz.  : 

One  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  forty-nine,  intitled,  "  An  act  to  pre- 
vent any  persons  obstructing  the  fish  in  their  passing  up 
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into  Monatiquot  river,  within  the  town  of  Braintree;"  one 
net  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  tifty-one,  intitled,  "  An  act  to  impower  the  pro- 
})rietors  of  the  meeting  house  in  the  first  parish  in  Sale7n, 
where  the  Rev'd.  Mr.  John  /Sparhawk  now  officiates, 
and  also  the  proprietors  of  the  meeting  house  in  the  third 
parish  in  j!^ewhury,  Avhere  the  Rev'd.  Mr.  John  Loivell 
officiates,  to  raise  money  for  defraying  ministerial  and 
other  necessary  charges  ;  "  one  act  made  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-three,  intitled, 
"  An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  made  and  passed  in  the 
eighth  year  of  the  reign  of  her  late  Majesty  Queen  Anne, 
intitled,  "  An  act  for  regulating  of  drains  or  common 
shores ; "  one  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-three,  intitled,  "An 
act  to  enable  and  impower  the  inhabitants  of  new  planta- 
tions within  this  province,  enjoined  and  subjected  by  law, 
or  that  may  hereafter  be  enjoined  and  subjected  to  pay 
province  and  county  taxes,  to  assess,  levy  and  collect  the 
same  ;  "  two  acts  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  one  intitled,  "  An 
act  to  regulate  the  sale  of  goods  at  public  vendue,  and  to 
limit  the  number  of  auctioneers,"  the  other  intitled,  "  An 
act  in  addition  to  an  act  made  and  passed  at  the  last  ses- 
sion of  the  General  Court,  intitled,  "  An  act  to  regulate 
the  sale  of  goods  at  public  vendue,  and  to  limit  the  number 
of  auctioneers  ;  "  also  the  last  paragraph  of  an  act  made 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-three,  intitled,  "  An  act  for  reviving  the  act, 
intitled,  "  An  act  to  regulate  the  sale  of  goods  at  public 
vendue,  and  to  limit  the  numl)er  of  auctioneers  ; "  also 
another  act,  intitled,  "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  made 
and  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  General  Court,  in- 
titled,  "  An  act  to  regulate  the  sale  of  goods  at  public 
vendue,  and  to  limit  the  munl)er  of  auctioneers." 

Be  it  tlterefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives ,  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  sarne,  Thixt 'd\\  the  beforementioned  acts,  Reviving  clause. 
and  also  the  said  paragrajjh  of  an  act,  now  expired,  or 
near  expiring,  be  revived  and  continued,  with  all  and 
every  clause,  matter  and  thing  therein  respectively  con- 
tained, and  shall  be  in  force  until  the  first  day  of  Novem- 
ber, one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five. 

Jidy  2,  1783. 
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Chap.  8 


Preamble. 


South  Brimfield 
east  parish 
incorporated 
into  a  district 
by  the  name  of 
Holland,  and 
vested  with 
certain  powers. 


Abner  Morgan, 
Esq.;  im- 
powered  to  call 
the  first 
meeting. 


Inhabitants  to 
pay  their  pro- 
portionable part 
of  their  taxes, 
until. 


Inhabitants 
intitled  to 
receive  their 
proportion  of 
arms,  ammuni- 
tion, &c. 
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[May  Session,  ch.  8.] 

AN  ACT  TO  INCORPORATE  THE  EAST  PARISH  OF  SOUTH  BRIM- 
FIELD,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  HAMPSHIRE,  INTO  A  DISTRICT 
BY  THE  NAME  OF   HOLLANp. 

W/iereas  the  inhabitants  of  the  east  parish  in  the  said 
South  Brimfield,  have  represented  to  this  Court  the  many 
inconveniences  they  labour  under,  arising  from  their  con- 
nection ivith  tlte  said  South  Brimfield  :  For  the  remedy 
thereof. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same.  That  all  the  lands  and  inhabitants  of  South 
Brimfield  aforesaid,  lying  and  being  on  the  east  side  of 
the  county  road  leading  from  Brimfield  to  Union,  in  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  called  and  known  as  the  South 
Meadow  road  there ;  be,  and  hereby  are  incorporated 
into  a  district  by  the  name  of  Holland,  and  invested  wath 
all  the  powers,  privileges  and  immunities,  that  districts 
in  this  Commonwealth  are  intitled  to  according  to  law, 
or  do  or  may  enjoy. 

And  it  is  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  Abner  Morgan,  of  Brimfield,  Esquire,  be,  and  he 
hereby  is  impowered  and  required  to  issue  his  warrant, 
directed  to  some  principal  inhabitant  w'ithin  the  said 
district  of  Holland,  directing  him  to  warn  the  inhabitants 
of  the  said  district,  qualified  to  vote  in  town  aftairs,  to 
assemble  at  some  convenient  time  and  place  in  the  same 
district,  to  choose  all  such  town  officers  as  by  law  are  to  be 
chosen  annually  in  the  month  of  March. 

Provided  nevertheless.  The  inhabitants  of  the  said  dis- 
trict of  Holland  shall  pay  their  proportional)le  part  of  all 
such  town,  county  and  State  taxes,  as  are  already  or  may 
hereafter  be  assessed  on  the  town  of  South  Brimfield 
aforesaid,  until  the  said  district  of  Holland  and  the  said 
town  of  South  Brimfield,  by  their  Selectmen  or  otherwise, 
shall  agree  upon  the  proportion  of  public  taxes  the  said 
district  of  Holland  and  the  said  town  of  South  Brimfield, 
shall  respectively  pay,  and  until  the  General  Court  shall 
lay  a  tax  upon  the  said  district  of  Holland. 

And  it  is  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  district  of  Holland  be 
intitled,  and  they  hereby  are  enabled,  to  demand  and 
receive  of  the  said  town  of  South  Brimfield,  their  just  pro- 
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portion  of  arms  and  ammunition  and  town  stores,  and  of 
all  public  monies  that  have  been  assessed  or  collected  for 
schooling  or  otherwise,  for  the  public  use  of  the  said  town 
of  SoWh  Brimfield,  and  have  not  been  expended  for  the 
purposes  designed. 

And  it  is  further  enacted,  That  the  Selectmen  of  the  Selectmen  of  s. 
said  iSouth  Brimjield,  tifteen  days  at  least  before  the  time  give  notice 
of  choosing  a  Representative  for  the  said  town,  shall  give  cwTofV^^ 
notice  of  the  time  and   place  by  them  ordered  for  that  Representative. 
purpose,  to  the  Selectmen  of  the  said  district  o^  Holland, 
in  writing  under  their  hands,  to  the  intent  the  Selectmen 
of  the  said  district  may  issue  their  warrant  to  the  Consta- 
ble or  Constables  of  the  said  district  to  warn  the  inhabi- 
tants thereof  to  meet  with  the  said  town  o^  South  Brimjield, 
at  time  and  place  so  appointed  for  the  choice  of  a  Repre- 
sentative. July  5,  1783. 

1783. —Chapter  9. 

[May  Session,  eh.  9.] 
AN  ACT  TO  IMPOWER  THE  PROPRIETORS  OF  THE  MEETING  Chap.  9 
HOUSE  IN  THE  EAST  PARISH  IN  SALEM,  TO  RAISE  MONEY 
BY  A  TAX  ON  THE  PEWS  AND  SEATS  IN  THE  SAID  MEETING 
HOUSE,  TO  SUPPORT  A  COLLEAGUE  TO  THEIR  PRESENT  MIN- 
ISTER, AND  MAKING  PROVISION  FOR  THE  DISSOLUTION  OF 
THE  SAID   PARISH. 

W7iereas  application  has  been  made  to  this  Court,  hy  Preamble. 
the  proprietors  of  the  meeting  house  in  the  east  parisli  in 
Salem,  desiring  that  they  may  be  impowered  to  raise 
money  by  taxes  on  the  pews  and  seats  in  the  said  meeting 
house,  to  enable  them  to  procure  and  settle  in  the  work 
of  the  ministry  in  the  said  meeting  house,  a  colleague  to 
their  present  Minister  : 

Be  it  hereby  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  the  proprietors  of  the  said  fmpowtredto 
meeting  house  be,  and  hereby  are  authorized  and  impow-  tax  pews,  &c. 
ered,  to  raise  by  a  tax  on  the  pews  and  seats  in  the  said 
meeting  house,  such  sum  or  sums  as  the  said  proprietors, 
at  a  legal  meeting  called  for  that  purpose,  shall  agree 
upon,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  and  settling  a  col- 
league to  their  present  Minister ;  and  after  the  decease  of 
their  present  ^Minister,  for  defraying  the  ministerial  and 
all  other  charges  incident  thereto  ;  and  that  the  first  and  ^"^  meetings 

/.  •/•!  •<•!  '  t  .01  proprietors 

luture  meetings  of  the  proprietors  or  the  said  meeting- are  to  be  called. 
house,  shall  be  called   as   directed  in   an  act  made  in  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty-five,  direct- 
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PewB  and  seats 
to  be  taxed 
according  to 
their  valuation. 


Taxes  when 
payable. 


In  case. 


When  the  parish 
shall  cease,  how 
the  ministry  is  to 
be  supported. 


Former  laws 
declared  null 
and  void. 


ing  how  meetings  of  proprietors  in  wharves  or  other  real 
estate  may  be  called,  and  at  such  meetings  to  chuse  all 
officers  necessary  to  manage  and  transact  all  the  business 
of  the  said  propriety. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  pews  and  seats 
shall  be  taxed  and  pay  towards  the  said  charges  according 
to  their  valuation,  having  respect  to  their  conveniency 
and  situation,  which  valuation  shall  be  put  thereon  from 
time  to  time  by  the  said  proj)rietors  or  their  Committee, 
as  may  be  found  necessary  :  and  all  such  taxes  or  assess- 
ments shall  become  payable  in  thirty  days  from  the  time  the 
Collector  shall  give  notice  thereof  to  the  proprietor  or 
owner  of  the  pew  or  seat  assessed  ;  and  if  such  proprietor 
or  owner  shall  not  forthwith  pay  such  tax  or  assessment, 
such  proprietor  or  owner  shall  be  liable  to,  and  pay  over 
and  above  the  said  tax  or  assessment,  after  the  rate  of  six 
per  cent,  per  annum  thereon  till  paid  ;  and  if  not  paid  in 
one  year  from  such  notice,  the  proprietors  may,  and  they 
are  hereby  impowered,  by  themselves  or  their  Committee, 
to  sell  or  dispose  of  the  pew  or  seat  of  such  delinquent 
proprietor  or  owner,  according  to  its  valuation,  and  after 
deducting  all  taxes  due  thereon,  and  the  said  six  per  cent, 
per  annum  from  the  time  the  same  became  payable,  and 
the  charges  of  sale,  the  overplus  (if  any)  shall  be  paid  to 
the  person  so  delinquent. 

And  he  itfurtlier  enacted.  That  from  and  after  the  death 
of  the  present  Minister  of  the  said  parish,  the  same  shall 
cease  to  be  a  parish,  and  the  ministry  shall  thereafter  be 
supported  within  such  parts  of  the  said  town  of  /Salem  as 
constitute  the  said  parish,  by  proprietorship,  in  the 
meeting  house  or  meeting  houses  which  is  or  may  be 
therein,  as  in  other  parts  of  the  said  town  of  Salem. 

And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  all  former  laws  enabling 
the  said  parish  to  lay  any  tax  on  the  pews  or  seats  in  the 
said  meeting  house,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  declared 
null  and  void.  July  5,  1783. 


Chap,  10 


1783.  —  Chapter  10. 

[May  Session,  ch.  10.] 

AN  ACT  TO  PROVIDE  FOR  THE  COLLECTION  OF  TAXES  IN  CASES 
WHERE  THE  CONSTABLES  OR  COLLECTORS  APPOINTED  FOR 
THAT  PURPOSE  HAVE  REMOVED  OR  MAY  REMOVE  THEM- 
SELVES OUT  OF  THIS  COMMONWEALTH. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  IJoui<e  of  BejweKenta- 
tives  in   General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the   authority 
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of  the  same,  That  where  any  Consta])le  or  Collector  in  any  where  coi 
town,  precinct  or  parish,  within  this  Commonwealth,  shall  i^ecfoMhav 


Consta- 
Jol. 
lave  had 

ha^'e   had  an}^  rates  or  assessments  committed  to  him  to  [o'rhem.''^mrt"^'^ 
collect,  and   has    removed,  or    in    the    iudgment    of    the  bave  removed, 

'  '  /.      I  .  1  or  are  about  to 

Selectmen,  Assessors,  or  ireasurer  or  the  said  town,  or  remove;  in 
the  Committee  or  Treasurer  of  the  precinct  or  parish  (as  SeiecimM  or^ 
the  case  may  be)  is  about  to  remove  out  of  this  Common-  uTcaUam'eVu^ 
wetdtli  before  the  time   set  in  his  warrant  or  warrants  to  fofth  the"fau8e. 
make  payment  to  the    several   Treasurers    therein    men- 
tioned ;   or   the   time    of  payment    be    elapsed,  and    the 
Treasurer  or  Treasurers  has  thereupon  issued  his  or  their 
warrant  or  warrants  of  distress  ;  that  in  either  case  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the   Selectmen  of  such  town,  or 
committee  of  such  precinct  or  parish,  on  their  own  motion, 
or  at  the  request  of  their  respective  Assessors  or  Treas- 
urers, to  call  a  town,  ])recinct  or  parish  meeting,  in  due  Persons  to  be 
form  of  law,  setting  foi-th   in  their  warrant  the  cause  of  wurconstabies 
such  meeting,  and  requiring  the  voters  qualified  by  law  at  ^'^ho°urinder 
the  said  meetins;,  if  the  said  voters  shall  think  it  proper,  the  above  cir- 

.    ,  ,  ~  It'   cumstances. 

either  by  themselves  or  such   person   or  persons  as  they 

shall  appoint,  to  settle  with  the  said  Constable  or  Collector 

who  is  under  either  of  the  above  mentioned  circumstances, 

and  who  has  or  is  about  to  remove  as  aforesaid,  for  the 

money  he  has  received  on  the  rate  bill  or  bills  that  has 

been  delivered  to  him,  and   demand  and  receive  his  said 

bill  or  bills,  and  give  him  a  discharge  therefor ;  and   at 

the  said  meeting  ma}^  proceed   to  the   choice  of  another  Tochoo 

Constable  or  Collector,  who  upon  non-acceptance  shall  be 

liable  to  the  same  fine  as  if  he  had  been  originally  chosen 

in  the  month  of  Mai-ch,  and  the  town,  parish  or  precinct, 

shall  proceed  to  a  new  choice,  and  so  toties  quoties,  until 

one  is  oliosen  who  shall  accept,  and  be  sworn  accordingly  ; 

and  the  Assessors  shall   make  out  a  new  warrant   under  Assessors  to 

their  hands  and  seals,  in  due  form  of  law,  and  shall  deliver  warrant".' *  "^"^ 

the  warrant,  togetl>er  with  the  same  bill   or  bills,  to  the 

person  chosen  as  aforesaid,  to  collect  and  levy  what  shall 

be  remaining  due  thereon  ;  and   the  person  so  chosen  is 

hereby  vested  with  the  same  authority  to  levy  and  collect 

what   shall   then   remain   due  on  the  same  bill  or  bills,  as 

the  Constable    or  the  Collector  was  to  wdiom  they  were 

first  committed. 

And  be  if  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  if  any  Constable  or  Collector  so  removing  or  intend-  lyaeeof 
ing  to  remove  himself  out   of  this  Commonwealth,  shall 
refuse  to  deliver  the   bill  or  bills  of  rates  or  assessments 


another  Consta- 
ble or  Collector. 
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committed  to  him  to  collect,  and  all  monies  collected  by 
him  thereon  and  remaining  in  his  hands,  when  demanded 
by  the  Assessors  or  Selectmen,  or  the  major  part  of  them 

Penalty.  as   aforesaid,  to  deliver  the   same  ;  he   shall  pay  a  tine  of 

sixty  pounds  to  the  use  of  the  town,  precinct  or  parish 

How  recovered,  of  wliicli  he  was  Constable  or  Collector,  to  be  recovered 
by  such  town,  precinct  or  parish,  in  an  action  of  debt  to 
be  In'ought  in  any  Court  of  law  proper  to  try  the  same,  and 
shall  remain  lial)le  to  pay  what  shall  remain  due  upon  the  bill 
or  bills  committed  to  him  to  collect,  as  by  the  law  of  this 
Commonwealth  is  already  provided.  July  5,  1783. 


Chap. 


Times  and 
places  for  hold- 
ing Courts  in 
the  county  of 
Berkshire. 


1783.— Chapter  11. 

[May  Session,  ch.  11.] 

W  AN  ACT  DETERMINING  AT  WHAT  TIMES  AND  PLACES  THE 
SUPREME  JUDICIAL  COURT,  THE  COURT  OF  GENERAL  SES- 
SIONS OF  THE  PEACE  AND  COURT  OK  COMMON  PLEAS,  SHALL 
BE  HELD  WITHIN  AND  FOR  THE  COUNTY  OF  BERKSHIRE. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  tSenate  and  Hout^e  of  Jlepresenta- 
tives  in  General  Court  asf<embled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  saine,  That  the  times  and  })laces  for  holding  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court,  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of 
the  Peace  and  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  within  and  for 
the  county  of  Berkshire,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-four,  until 
the  first  day  oi  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-six,  be  annually  as  followeth,  —  that  is  to  say, 

The  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  at  Great  Barrington,  on 
the  first  Tuesday  of  October;  the  Court  of  General  Ses- 
sions of  the  Peace  and  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  at  Pitts- 
field,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  February  and  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  May;  at  Great  Barrington,  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  September  and  on  the  third  Tuesday  of 
November ,  any  law  of  this  Commonwealth  to  the  contrary 
notw^ithstanding.  Jidy  9,  1783. 


Chap. 


Preamble. 


1783.— Chapter  12. 

[May  Session,  ch.  12.] 

22  AN  ACT  LAYING  DUTIES  OF  IMPOST  AND  EXCISE  ON  CERTAIN 
GOODS,  WARES  AND  MERCHANDIZE  THEREIN  DESCRIBED, 
AND  FOR  REPEALING  THE  SEVERAL  LAWS  HERETOFORE 
MADE  FOR  THAT   PURPOSE. 

Whereas  it  is  an  object  of  the  first  attention  witJi  every 
good  government,  to  make  the  earliest  and  most  effectual 


1783.  —  Chapter  12.  507 

provision  for  the  pai/ment  of  their  debts  and  for  doing 
justice  to  their  creditors  by  establishing  ample  and  perma- 
nent funds,  that  thereby  the  fullest  confidence  may  be 
placed  in  the  public  credit,  and  those  evils  be  avoided  which 
result  from  a  want  of  this  confidence:  And  whereas  the 
laws  already  tnade  in  this  govermnent  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid,  are  not  adapted  to  the pi'eseiit  state  of  the  Com- 
momcealth  : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  from  and  after  the  last  day  of  7'"'' p'^^^^** 

•/     .'  '  _  _  ^         -^  lor  paying  an 

July  instant,  there  shall  l)e  ])aid  an  impost  of  five  per  impost. 
centum,  ad  valorem,  on  all  nails,  hjoking  glasses,  china, 
glass,  earthen  and  stone  ware,  and  an  impost  of  two  and 
an  half  per  centum,  ad  valorem,  at  the  time  and  place  of 
imi)ortation,  on  all  other  goods,  wares  and  merchandize 
that  shall  be  brought  into  this  Commonwealth  by  land  or  • 
water  (except  hemp  and  salt  and  such  articlps  as  are  the 
manufacture  and  growth  of  the  United  States  of  America) 
that  shall  be  landed  or  unloaded  within  the  same,  to  be 
collected  as  is  hereinafter  mentioned. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  no  discount  or  remission  of  the  impost  levied  by  No  discount 
this  act  shall  be  allowed  on  the  aforesaid  goods,  wares 
and  merchandize,  after  being  entered  or  landed  in  any 
place  within  this  Commonwealth,  on  account  of  their 
l)eing  exported,  or  intended  for  exportation  out  of  this 
Commonwealth,  or  on  any  other  account  whatever.  Pi'o-  Proviso. 
vided  nevertheless.  That  no  duties  or  excise  shall  be  paid 
on  any  goods  that  may  be  landed  in  this  Commonwealth 
under  the  immediate  care  of  the  Naval  Officer,  Collector 
or  Deputy,  of  the  port  where  the  snme  shall  be  landed 
for  the  purpose  only  of  repairing  any  vessel  from  which 
the  same  shall  be  landed,  and  that  shall  be  exported  again 
in  the  same  vessel,  or  in  case  such  vessel  shall  be  con- 
demned as  unfit  for  sea,  in  some  other  vessel  provided  for 
that  purpose,  and  in  both  cases  within  sixty  days  from 
the  time  of  entering  the  said  goods;  and  provided  also, 
that  the  master  shall  make  oath  before  such  Naval  Ofiicer, 
previous  to  the  landing  such  goods,  that  they  are  to  be 
landed  solely  f»)r  the  purpose  of  repairing  the  vessel  in 
which  they  were  imported,  or  in  case  such  vessel  shall  be 
condemned  as  unfit  for  sea,  in  some  other  vessel  provided 
for  that   purpose,   and  without   any  design  to  evade  the 
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payment  of  duties,  and  at  the  same  time  shall  give  bond 
to  the  Collector  of  excise,  or  his  Deputy,  with  one  or 
more  sufficient  sureties,  to  reship  and  re-export  the 
whole  of  the  said  goods  (except  so  much  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  defray  the  expence  of  the  repairs  then  to  be  made 
on  the  said  vessel)  to  some  port  or  place  without  the 
limits  of  this  Commonwealth,  within  the  said  sixty  days, 
or  to  pay  the  whole  of  the  duties  to  the  Collector  or  his 
Deputy  within  that  time,  and  shall,  in  case  of  exporta- 
tion within  a  reasonable  time,  to  be  expressed  in  the 
bond,  produce  and  deliver  to  the  Collector  or  his  Deputy, 
from  the  proper  officer  of  the  port  or  place  without  this 
Commonwealth  to  which  such  goods  may  be  exported,  a 
certificate  that  the  same  have  been,  bona  Jide,  landed 
there ;  and  in  every  such  case,  the  cargo  so  unloaded 
shall,  during  its  continuance  on  shore,  remain  in  the 
custody  of  such  Naval  Officer,  Collector  or  Deputy,  and 
no  part  shall  be  delivered  for  defraying  the  expences  of 
repairs  as  aforesaid,  unless  the  duties  are  first  paid  or 
secured  to  be  paid  thereon. 
^ic^Bor'loods  ^^  *^  enacted  hy  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  from 
to  be  landed  out  and  after  the  last  day  of  July  instant,  no  imported  arti- 

of  any  vessel  -^  ^       .  J  \  •         \     c 

without  a  per-     clcs    or    goods    Whatever,     saving    those    herein    beiore 

Nava\°offlcer.  cxccpted,  shall  be  landed  out  of  any  vessel  or  float,  or 
transported  from  any  one  vessel  or  float  to  another,  in 
any  port,  harbour,  creek  or  inlet,  within  this  Common- 
wealth, whether  the  same  shall  come  from  any  fonign  or 
neighliouring  port,  harbour,  creek  or  inlet,  without  a 
permit  therefor  in  writing  being  first  had  from  the  Naval 
Officer  of  the  port,  harbour,  creek  or  inlet,  into  which 

Or  in  case.  such  vesscl  or  float  shall  come;  or  in  case  of  no  Naval 
Officer  of  such  port,  harbour,  creek  or  inlet,  then  from 
the  Collector  of  Excise  for  the  county,  or  his  Deputy, 
and  where  there  shall  be  no  Naval  Officer,  Collector  or 
his  Deputy,  then  from  the  Town  Clerk,  or  one  of  the 
Selectmen  of  the  town  in  which  such  port,  harbour,  creek 
or  inlet  is,  on  penalty  of  forfeiture  of  both  vessel  or  float 

Proviso.  and  cargo,  with  all  their  appurtenances.     Provided  never- 

theless^ If  any  sailor  or  officer  (except  the  master)  belong- 
ing to  any  vessel  or  float,  or  any  passenger  on  board, 
shall  land  any  goods  of  their  own  private  property  with- 
out the  knowledge  of  the  master  or  owner  of  the  said 
vessel  or  float,  before  the  said  permit  is  olitained,  in  such 
case  the  vessel  or  float  and  cargo  shall  not  be  forfeited, 
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but  the  oroods  only  so  landed.     And  if  any  vessel  and  I":'fr°/f°I- , 

o  »/  ^  ••  rciture  oi  vessel 

caro'o  shall  be  forfeited  by  a  violation  of  this   act,    any  and  cargo, 

•'  ,  .'^     owners  of  goods 

owner  or  consiii^nee  ot  floods  ireiohted  on   l)oard  the  said  freighted  ou 

I  ,     ."^i  J  1  i"  ii  •  J    board  proving 

vessel,  except  the  master  and  owner  or  owners  ot  tlie  said  property  and 
vessel,  proving  his  propert}^  by  original  invoices  and  bill  fh"ereo"n[*to  have 
of  ladinu,  and  ])avin"-  the  duty  thereon,  shall  have  such  such  goods 

^  I     ./       t->     _  ./  ;  _  exempted. 

goods  exeni])ted  Ironi  forfeiture,  any  thing  herein  to  the 

contrary  notwithstandinjj.     And  no  such  permit  for  land-  No  permits  for 

.  ~  1         .  landing  to  be 

mg  or  transporting  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  given  by  any  given,  until. 
Naval  Officer,  Town  Clerk  or  Selectman,  until  the  master 
of  the  vessel  or  float  shall  have  lodged  with  him  a  manifest 
on  oath,  containing  all  the  goods  which  were  on  board 
when  he  arrived  in  port,  and  the  particular  packages, 
bales,  casks,  chests,  trunks,  cases  and  l)Oxes,  with  the 
marks  and  numbers  thereof,  and  the  contents,  if  known 
to  him,  and  also  the  names  of  the  owners  of  the  said 
goods,  or  the  persons  to  whom  the  same  are  consigned,  if 
known  to  him  ;  nor  until  such  master,  owner,  or  consignee 
shall  bring  a  certificate  from  under  the  hand  of  the  Col- 
lector of  the  county  into  which  such  vessel  or  float  shall 
come,  or  his  Deputy,  specifying  that  the  said  master, 
owner  or  consignee  has  lodged  with  him,  under  oath,  an 
invoice  of  all  the  dutied  articles  contained  in  those  iden- 
tical packages,  bales,  casks,  chests,  trunks,  cases  or 
boxes,  for  which  he  wants  a  permit  for  landing  or  trans- 
porting as  aforesaid,  specifying  the  quantity  of  each 
article,  and  that  he  or  they  have  given  bond,  with  one 
substantial  surety,  who  shall  be  an  inhabitant  of  this 
Commonwealth,  to  pay  the  duty  thereon,  one  moiety 
thereof  in  two  months,  and  the  other  moiety  thereof  in 
four  months ;  and  on  producing  such  certificate,  the 
Naval  O^cer  shall  give  the  necessary  permit  for  landing 
or  transporting  the  same  as  aforesaid,  and  not  otlierwise  ; 
and  in  case  of  no  Naval  Officer,  the  Collector  or  his 
Deputy  shall  give  the  permit,  after  receiving  the  bond  as 
aforesaid. 

Aiid  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  vaine  of  dutied 
value  of  those  articles  on  which  a  duty  of  importation  is  estimate'dbythe 
to  be  raised,  shall  be  estimated  l)y  the  Collector  or  his  con^'o's  ^^  the 

,         "^  .  owner  or  con- 

Deputy,  and  the  owner  or  consii>nee,  and  security  taken  Big'ue,  and 

liiz-iiij  I'T^v  "^ji  r>i/^i      security  to  be 

by  the  Collector  or  his  Deputy,  in  the  name  ot  the  Col-  given  for  the 
lector,  for  the  amount  of  the  duty,  agreeable  to  such  esti-  '*"^"""  • 
mate,  payable  one  moiety  thereof  in  two  and  the  other  in  wiuntobe 
four  months  from  the  date  thereof:  or  in  case  the  Collector  p'"'"' 
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In  case  of  non- 
agreement,  two 
or  three  disin- 
terested persons 
to  be  chosen  to 
estimate  the 
same. 

In  case  of 
refusal,  Select- 
men to  appoint 
three  disinter- 
ested 
persons. 


In  all  cases  the 
persons  esti- 
mating the  value 
of  goods,  to 
declare  on  oath. 


The  amount 
estimated  being 
certified,  shall 
be  the  sum  on 
which  to  raise 
the  duties. 

In  case  of  dnlied 
articles  being 
transported,  the 
owner  or  con- 
signee to 
demand  of  the 
Collector  a  cer- 
tificate of  paj'- 
raent  being 
made. 


Owner  or  con- 
signee to  make 
oath. 


Conductors  of 
dutied  goods  by 
land,  to  proceed 
unmolested, 
provided  he 
makes  oath  not 
to  deliver  the 
same,  until. 


or  his  Deputy  and  the  owner  or  consignee  cannot  agree 
as  to  the  value  of  such  goods,  then  they  shall  chuse  two 
or  three  disinterested  persons  of  good  character,  who  are 
acquainted  with  the  value  of  such  goods,  to  estimate  the 
same  ;  and  in  case  the  parties  or  either  of  them  shall 
neglect  or  refuse  to  choose  as  aforesaid,  or  the  person  or 
persons  chosen  shall  not  determine  the  value  of  the  said 
goods  within  twenty  days  after  the  arrival  of  the  same, 
then,  and  in  every  such  case,  the  Selectmen,  or  a  major 
part  of  them,  of  the  town  into  which  such  goods  may  be 
imported,  shall  on  application  from  the  Collector  or  his 
Deputy,  appoint  three  disinterested  persons  of  good  char- 
acter, to  estimate  the  same  :  And  in  all  cases,  the  persons 
estimating  the  value  of  goods  for  the  purpose  of  deter- 
mining the  duties  according  to  this  act,  shall,  previous  to 
their  entering  on  such  estimation,  declare  on  oath,  that 
they  will  fiiithfully  perform  the  same,  according  to  their 
best  skill  and  judgment,  without  favour  or  partiality  ;  and 
the  amount  of  such  estimation  being  certified  under  the 
hands  of  two  of  the  persor)s  so  chosen,  shall  be  the  sum 
on  which  to  raise  the  duties.  And  in  case  any  of  the 
dutied  articles,  on  which  the  duties  have  been  paid  or 
security  given  for  the  payment  thereof,  shall  be  trans- 
ported to  any  other  port  within  this  Cominon wealth,  the 
owner  or  consignee  shall  have  a  right  to  demand  of  the  Col- 
lector or  his  Deputy,  to  whom  the  duties  on  such  goods 
were  paid,  or  security  given  for  payment,  a  certificate  of 
such  security  or  payment  lacing  made,  which  shall  intitle 
the  said  owner  or  consignee  to  a  permit  to  land  the 
same,  from  the  Naval  Officer  of  the  port  into  which  such 
goods  shall  come,  without  any  other  manifest  or  certificate  ; 
and  in  all  such  cases  the  owner  or  consignee  shall  make 
oath  l)efore  the  Collector  or  his  Deputy,  that  the  goods 
so  to  be  transported,  are  the  identical  goods  for  which 
such  security  has  been  given,  or  payment  made. 

And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That 
every  conductor  of  dutied  articles  brought  into  this  State 
by  land,  shall  proceed  to  the  place  unmolested,  where  he 
is  to  deliver  the  said  dutied  articles,  provided  he  shall 
have  made  oath  before  a  magistrate  in  this  State,  on  his 
first  entrance  into  it  with  the  said  dutied  articles,  that  he 
will  not  deliver  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  the 
owner  or  consignee,  or  any  other  person,  nor  will  he  sell 
or  dispose  of  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  until  he  shall 
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have  lodg^ed  a  manifest  or  invoice,  in  writing,  with  the 
Collector,  or  his  Deputy,  for  the  county  where  the  said 
articles  are  to  be  delivered,  and  obtained  his  permission 
for  the  delivery  of  the  same;  provided  also  the  said  con-  Proviso. 
ductor  shall  have  lodged  with  such  magistrate  a  true 
manifest  or  invoice,  containing  a  })articular  account  of  all 
such  dutied  articles,  an  attested  copy  of  which  manifest 
or  invoice,  shall,  as  soon  as  may  be,  by  such  magistrates, 
be  transmitted  to  the  Collector  of  the  county,  or  his 
Deputy,  where  such  dutied  articles  are  to  be  delivered. 
And  every  conductor  of  such  dutied  goods  producing  a 
certiticate  from  a  magistrate  as  :iforesaid,  sj)ecifying  such 
oath,  shall  pass  unmolested  to  the  place  mentioned  in  such 
certiticate  ;  otherwise  he  shall  forfeit  such  goods,  and  a 
tine  equal  to  the  value  i hereof. 

A)id  be  it  enacted.  That  a  deduction  of  ten  per  centum  Ten  per  cent,  on 
on  all  dutied  liquors  and  l)rown  sugars,  shall  be  allowed  liquors  and 
by  the  Collectors,  for  common  and  ordinary  wastage.  braTiowed!"^ ^° 

And  whereas  every  evasion  of  the  duties  imposed  bj/  Preamble. 
this  act  must  operate  injuriously  to  the  fair  trader^  as  well 
as  to  the  public  revenue:    Therefore, 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 
the  Collectors   of  Excise    and  Naval  Officers,  and   their  Collectors  of 

.  .    I  r-       t  1  1      ji  Excise  and 

respective  Deputies,  or    either    ot    them,    be,    and   they  Navaiomcers 

hereby  are    individually    authorized  and    impowered,    to  seize.^^'^'^^ 

seize    any  dutied  liquors  and  teas,  whenever    imported, 

and  any  other  dutied  articles   that  have   been   imported 

since  the  passing  of  those  acts  by  which  the  duties  were 

imposed  on  them  respectively,  or  that  may  be  imported 

from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  that  shall  be  sold  or 

offered  for  sale,  or  that  shall  be  found  on  board  any  vessel 

or  float  (except  on  board  the  vessel  or  float  in  which  the 

said  dutied* articles  were  brought  into  this  State)   or  that 

shall  be  found  on  any  land  conveyance,  or  in  any  store, 

building  or  other  place  whatever,  before  the  duty  shall  be 

paid,  or  security  given  to  the  Collector  or  his  Deputy, 

for  the  payment  thereof,  agreeable  to  law.     And  whenever  in  case  of 

any  dutied  articles  shall  be  seized    as    aforesaid,    if  the  ^"^"'■''■ 

claimer  or  claimers  shall  not  make  it  appear  on  trial,  that 

the  duty  was  paid,  or  security  given  as  aforesaid  for  the 

payment  thereof,  before  the  seizure  was  made  as  aforesaid, 

the  said  goods  shall  l)e  adjudged  to  be  forfeited. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  goods  which  may  at  ah  goods  seized 
anv  time  be  seized  within  either  of  the  counties  in  this  b°fore'the*^ 
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Justices  of  the 
Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas. 


An  appeal  to  be 
allowed. 


Certain  articles 
to  pay  a  duty 
after  the  last 
day  of  July 
instant. 


Commonwealth,  on  account  of  the  duties  not  being  paid, 
or  security  not  being  given  for  the  payment  thereof,  shall 
be  libelled  before  the  Justices  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  in  such  county  where  the  same  shall  be  seized,  and 
the  causes  shall  be  tried  l)y  a  Jury  of  the  said  county  ; 
and  an  appeal  shall  be  allowed  to  the  libeUant  or  claim- 
ant, from  a  judgment  of  any  of  the  said  Courts  of  Common 
Pleas,  to  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  as  in  other  cases, 
any  law  or  usage  to  the  contrary  notAvithstanding, 

And  tvhereofi  it  is  necessary,  m  order  to  satisfy  the 
numerous  creditors  to  governmeyit,  which  the  prosecution 
of  the  late  ivar  has  occasioned,  to  make  an  additional  pro- 
vision by  ivay  of  excise: 

Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, 'I'hat  from  and  after  the  last  day  of  Jidy  instant, 
there  shall  be  paid  on  the  following  articles,  the  duty  or 
excise  to  them  respectively  herein  affixed,  viz. 

For  every  gallon  of  Madeira  Wine,  eight  pence. 

For  every  gallon  of  other  Wine,  six  pence. 

For  every  gallon  of  Brandy,  six  pence. 

For  every  gallon  of  Geneva,  six  pence. 

For  every  gallon  of  West  India  Rum,  six  pence. 

For  every  gallon  of  New  England  Rum,  three  pence. 

For  every  gallon  of  other  distilled  Spirits,  three  pence. 

For  every  pound  of  Bohea  Tea,  six  pence. 

For  every  pound  of  other  India  Tea,  one  shilling. 

For  every  pound  of  Coffee,  one  penny. 

For  every  pound  of  Cocoa,  one  penny. 

For  every  pound  of  imported  Chocolate,  four  pence. 

For  every  pound  of  imported  Loaf  Sugar,  four  pence. 

For  every  pound  of  other  Sugar,  half  a  penny. 

For  every  box  of  Lemmons,  containing  four  hundred, 
three  shillings,  and  so  in  proportion  for  a  greater  or  less 
quantity. 

For  every  cask  of  Raisins,  two  shillings. 

For  every  pound  of  imported  Snuff,  four  pence. 

For  every  gallon  of  draft  Porter,  Ale  or  Beer,  three 
pence. 

For  every  bottle  of  the  same,  one  penny. 

For  every  pound  of  imported  Tobacco,  one  penny. 

For  every  ounce  of  wrought  Silver  imported,  one  shil- 
ling. 

For  every  ounce  of  wrought  Gold  imjiorted,  ten  shillings. 

For  every  imported  Clock,  twelve  shillings. 
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For  every  Gold  Watch  imported  into  this  State,  twelve 
shillings. 

For  every  other  Watch  imported  into  this  State,  six 
shillings. 

For  every  Beaver  or  Beaveret  Hat  imported  into  this 
State,  six  shillings. 

For  every   Caster  Hat  imported  into  this  State,  three 
shillings. 

For  every  other  imported  Hat,  one  shilling. 

And  be  it  enacted  by  the  aidhority  aforesaid.  That  from  persons  import- 
and  after  the  last  day  of  July  instant,  every  person  that  a'Jaicies'by'land 
shall  import  into  this  government,  by  land  or  water,  any  hibUelfsemng 
of  the  excised  articles  herein  before  enumerated,   or  to  without  a  per- 
whom  any  such  articles  may  be  consigned,  shall  be,  and 
hereby  is  prohibited  from  selling  the  same,  or  any  part 
thereof,  without  having  a  permit  so  to  do  from  the  Col- 
lector of  Excise  or  his  Deputy  ;  and  every  person  owning 
or  possessing  any  of  them,  and  every  person  distilling  or  persons  disui- 
manufacturing  any  of  the  said  excised  articles,  shall  be,  a."?cft^sTpm- 
and  hereby  are  prohibited  from  sellino-  the  same,  or  any  hihued  selling 

•'    .      ,     1  ^  I,  .  "^    without  a  par- 

part  thereof,  trom  and  after  the  last  day  of  Juh/  instant,  mit- 

without  a  permit  so  to  do  from  the  Collector  of  Excise  or 
his  Deputy,  on  forfeiture  of  a  sum  not  less  than  forty  penalty. 
shillings,  nor  more  than  twenty  pounds,  and  the  value  of 
the  articles  so  sold,  saving  that  such  as  are  licenced  by  a 
Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  may  sell  spiritu- 
ous liquors,  any  thing  herein  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

And  it  is  furtJier  enacted,  That  the  Collector,  or  his  collectors 
Deputy,  shall  be,  and  hereby  is  impowered  and  required,  gTa''n°tTe'imitsto 
to    grant    to    every  person  applying  for  the    same,  and  ^ppuca^tion!" 
otierinir  security  therefor,  a  permit  in  writing  for  sellino-  offering 

i^  /.   ^1  •        1  /    1  1  •        1      I-  security,  except. 

all  or  any  or  the  excised  articles  herein  before  enumer- 
ated (except  \\ine.  Rum,  and  other  Spirits  distilled,  in  a 
less  quantity  than  twenty-hve  gallons)  for  a  term  not 
exceeding  twelve  months  from  the  date  hereof,  on  penalty  penalty. 
of  twenty  pounds,  to  and  for  the  use  of  the  person  making 
application.  And  the  permit  for  liquors  shall  be  in  the 
form  foUowins: : 

You  A.  B.  of  C.  in  the  county  of  S.  are  hereby  per-  Form  of  permit. 
mitted  to  sell  Wine,  Rum,  and  other  distilled  Spirits,  or 
any  of  tiie  said  liquors,  within  the  county  of  S.  until  the 
(lav  of ,  one  thousand  seven  hundred   and 
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eighty ,  in  a  quantity  not  less  than  twenty-five  gallons 

to  be  delivered  at  one  time,  pursuant  to  an  act  of  the 

Commonwealth  of  MassacJiuselts.     Dated  at  C  this 

day  of 


J.  H.  Collector  (or  Deputy  Collector)  of  excise 

for  the  county  aforesaid. 


Permits  in  like 
form  to  he 
granted  for  the 
excised  articles. 
Collectors  fees. 


Persons  apply- 
ing to  give 
bond. 


Persons  neglect- 
ing to  give 
bond,  not  to 
have  a  permit. 


Persons 
licenced  as  a 
tavercier,  S:c.  to 
be  bound  to 
keep  good 
order,  as  well  as 
to  render  such 
accounts  and 
pay  such  duties 
as  by  law  are 
required. 


Innholders,  &c. 
not  to  be 
licenced  by  the 
Justices  of  the 
General 
Sessions  of  the 
Peace,  until. 


And  a  permit  in  the  like  form,  mutatis  mutandis,  shall  be 
granted  for  the  other  excised  articles  aforesaid  ;  and  for 
each  of  the  said  permits  the  Collector  shall  be  intitled  to  six 
pence,  and  no  more,  and  the  like  sum  for  an  entry  made 
with  him,  and  a  like  sum  for  certificate  given  by  him. 
And  every  person  applying  to  the  Collector,  or  his 
Deputy,  for  a  permit,  shall  give  bond  to  the  said 
Collector,  with  one  or  more  sureties,  living  within  the 
government,  in  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  thousand  pounds, 
nor  less  than  fifty  pounds,  that  he  will  render  an  account 
on  oath,  of  the  kind  and  full  quantity  of  all  excised  arti- 
cles that  shall  be  by  him,  or  any  person  in  his  behalf,  sold 
or  any  way  disposed  of  or  delivered,  and  that  he  will  pay 
the  excise  by  law  arising  thereon,  at  the  end  of  every  six 
months,  to  the  Collector  or  his  Deputy,  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  his  permit :  And  if  such  person  shall  neglect 
or  refuse  to  give  such  bond,  the  said  Collector  or  his 
Deputy  shall  not  be  obliged  to  grant  him  a  permit,  any 
thing  in  this  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  every  person  hereafter 
licenced  to  be  a  taverner,  innholder,  or  retailer  of  any 
AVine,  Rum,  or  Spirits  distilled,  shall,  on  such  licence  being 
granted,  not  only  become  bound  to  keep  good  order  as  by 
hiw  is  already  required,  but  shall  also  become  bound, 
with  sufficient  sureties,  l)y  way  of  recognizance,  to  this 
Commonwealth,  for  the  use  of  this  government,  in  a 
sufficient  sum,  to  be  ordered  by  the  Court  that  grants  the 
licence,  which  shall  not  exceed  three  hundred  pounds, 
nor  be  less  than  fifty  pounds,  conditioned  that  they  shall 
keep  and  render  such  accounts,  and  pay  such  duties,  as 
are  by  this  law  required. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  no  innholder,  taverner,  or  retailer,  shall  hereafter  be 
licenced  by  the  Justices  of  the  General  Sessions  of  the 
Peace,  until  such  taverner,  innholder  or  retailer,  shall 
have  rendered  an  account  upon  oath,  and  paid  the  duties 
to  the   Collector,    or  his   Deputy,   of  the   same   county, 
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agreeable  to  the  requirements  of  this  act,  upon  all  the 

excised  articles  by  him  or  her  sold,  or  any  way  disposed 

of,  and  shall  produce  the  Collector's  certificate  thereof; 

and  the  Collector  is  required  to  give  such  certificate  upon  collectors 

the  payment  of  the  duties,  without  demanding  any  fee  rcmmcate^^^^ 

therefor:    And  if  any  person    now  licenced    as    an  jnn- !!^'^^°"'^''''" 

•1  111  ir  111    "•^'"0119  now 

holder,  taverner  or  retailer,  shall  not  apply  for,  or  shall  Hc.nced not 
not  obtain  his  or  her  licence  at  the  next  usual   time  of  us'nu  time'  and 
granting  licence  in  the  county  to  which  he  or  she  belongs,  Jenderlu" 
and  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  render  an  account  as  afore-  account. 
mentioned   and  pay  the  duties  to  the  Collector  as  afore- 
said, such  innholder,  taverner  or  retailer,  thus  refusing  or 
neglecting,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  less  than  fifty  Penalty. 
pounds  nor  more  than  two  hundred  pounds,  and  costs  of 
prosecution,  to  be  sued  for  and  recovered  by  the  Col  lee-  ^"^^  recovered. 
tors  of  the  county  to  which  they  respectively  belong,  in 
an}'  Court  proper  to  try  the  same,  to  be  for  the  use  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  every  retailer  of  Rum,  Wine  and  other  Spirits  dis-  Retailers  of 
tilled,  taverner  and  innholder,  shall,  on  the  first  day  of  tavenfersTnd  *' 
August,  one  thousand   seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  take  a^mie' *" 
take  a  iust  account  in  writins^    of  all  the  rum,  wine  and  account  of  aii 

•    •  T       -11      T        I  II'  •       1   •  dulled  articles   . 

other  spirits  distilled,  then  by  him  or  her,  or  m  his  or  her  on  hand,  on  the 
possession;    and  that  every  person  who  shall,  after  the  Vili?  -  "g"^  > 
last   day  of  July  instant,  be  licenced  to  be  an   innholder 
or  retailer,  or  be  permitted  to  sell  any  of  the  excised  arti- 
cles herein  before  enumerated,  shall  take  a  like  account  of  ^°°'?P'^"'«  °'", 

,    '  ,  c     n         1  retailers  to  take 

all  Wine,  Rum  and  other  Spirits  distilled,  and  of  all  other  a  iike account. 

excised  articles  herein  before  enumerated,  by  him  or  her, 

or  in  his  or  her  possession,  at  the  time  of  such  licence  or 

permit  being    granted.       And   every  innholder,  retailer,  innhoidei-s,  &c. 

and  other  licenced  and    permitted  person,  shall  make  a  eutTy  in  a  book 

fair  entry  in  a  book  (to  be  by  them  respectively  kept  for  aruciet^!^^^'^ 

that  purpose)   of   all  the    excised    articles  herein  before  render  an 

11/  account  thereof 

enumerated,  which  he  or  she,  or  any  person  or  persons  for  on  oath, 
him  or  her,  shall  buy,  distill,  manufacture,  import,  take 
in,  or  receive  after  such  first  account  taken,  and  when, 
and  of  whom  the  same  was  bought,  imported  and  taken 
in,  and  shall,  at  the  times  herein  after  provided,  render 
to  the  Collector  aforesaid,  or  his  Deputy,  an  account  on 
oath,  of  all  the  excised  articles  herein  before  enumerated, 
which  were  his  or  her  property,  or  in  his  or  her  posses- 
sion, on  the  first  day  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
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dred  and  eighty-three,  and  which  have  come  to  his  or  her 
hands  or  possession  since  the  said  first  day  of  August, 
and  which  by  him  or  her,  or  by  any  person  in  his  or  her 
behalf,  have  been  sold,  and  which  have  been  in  his  or  her 
family  consumed  and  expended,  and  the  quantity  of  each 
article  remaining  on  hand  ;  which  account  shall  express 
the  particular  quantity  of  each  kind  so  sold,  consumed  or 
disposed  of,  and  he  or  she  shall  pay  therefor  to  the  said 
Collector,  or  his  Deputy,  the  excise  duties  aforesaid, 
excepting  for  so  much  as  shall  have  been  sold  to  persons 
duly  licenced  or  permitted  as  aforesaid,  and  so  much  as 
shall  remain  on  hand,  and  so  much  as  shall  have  been 
exported  out  of  the  government  for  sale  and  consumption, 
in  the  manner  hereinafter  prescribed  :  And  if  any  of  the 
said  excised  articles  shall  have  been  sold  to  persons 
licenced  or  permitted  as  aforesaid,  the  said  account  shall 
mention  the  name  of  the  person  licenced  or  permitted, 
and  the  time  when  the  same  was  so  sold  ;  and  the  person 
accounting  shall  exhibit  a  certificate  under  the  hand  of  the 
licenced  or  permitted  person  purchasing,  expressing  the 
particular  quantity  of  each  excised  article  purchased, 
the  time  when,  and  the  town  and  county  wherein  such 
licenced  or  permitted  person  lives  or  is  resident,  and  shall 
lodge  the  said  certificate  with  the  said  Collector  or  his 
Deputy  :  and  for  the  articles  mentioned  in  the  said  cer- 
tificate, the  said  Collector  or  his  Deputy  shall  not  demand 
any  duty,  but  shall  transmit  the  said  certificate,  or  an 
account  thereof,  to  the  Collector  of  the  county  wherein 
such  licenced  or  permitted  person  who  signed  the  same 
lives,  which  last  mentioned  Collector  shall  settle  with 
such  licenced  or  permitted  person  for  the  excise  duties 
that  may  become  due  on  the  articles  in  the  said  certificate 
mentioned.  And  the  form  of  the  oath  to  be  administered 
by  the  Collector  or  his  Deputy  to  innholders  or  retailers 
of  spirituous  liquors,  shall  be  as  follows  : 


Form. 


You  A.  B.  do  swear,  that  the  account  by  you  no<^  ren- 
dered, is  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  judgment,  a 
just  and  true  account  of  all  wines,  rum  and  distilled 
spirits,  you  had  in  your  possession  on  the  first  day  of 
August,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three  ; 
and  also  of  all  the  Wines,  Rum  and  distilled  Spirits  bought, 
taken  in,  imported  or  received  by  you,  or  by  any  person 
or  persons  for  or  under  you,  and  that  remain   by  you 
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unsold  ;  and  that  there  has  not  been  by  you,  or  by  any 
person  or  persons  for  or  under  you,  directly  or  indirectly, 
sold,usedor  consumed,  any  Wine,  Rum  or  distilled  Spirits, 
since  the  first  day  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-three,  besides  what  is  contained  in  the  account 
now  by  you  rendered.     8o  help  you  GOD. 

And  the  same  form,  mutatis  mutandis,  shall  be  made 
use  of  by  every  person  who  shall  be  permitted  to  sell  any 
other  of  the  excised  articles,  when  rendering  an  account 
thereof:  And  for  every  person  that  was  not  licenced  on 
or  before  the  first  day  of  August,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty  three,  the  form  of  the  oath  shall  be  so 
varied  as  to  express  the  time  of  their  taking  licence  or 
permit ;  and  upon  any  accounting  anew,  the  time  of 
exhil)iting  their  last  account  shall  be  used. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any  person  that  shall,  Persons  import- 

/.  1        <•  1  1  1  •      X   7        •  '°^  excised 

from  and  after  the    last  day   of   Juli/  instant,    bring:  or  articles  after 

,..,,.  •[  ^^         ,  f?  , ,        the  last  day  of 

import  into  this  government,  or  unto   whom  any  of  the  Juiyiust.  to 

said  excised  articles  shall  be  consigned  for  sale  or  private  coucctors the 

consumption,  shall  within  ten  days,  pay  or  secure  to  the  tend^^sl^'and 

Collector  the  excised  duties  due  thereon  ;  and  in  case  of '"  '=**<^- 

failure  herein,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  Penalty. 

one  hundred  pounds,  nor  less  than  twenty  pounds  ;  two 

thirds  to  the  use  of  this  government,  and  one  third  to  the 

prosecutor.      Provided  nevertheless.  If  such  importer  or  Proviso. 

consignee  be  a  licenced  or  permitted  person,  then  he  shall 

only  be  held  to  report  the  same  to  the  Collector  ;  and  at 

the  time    he  renders  his    account,  shall    account  for  the 

same,  and  })ay  the  excise  that  may  become  due  thereon, 

as    before  directed  ;    and  all   accounts  of   dutied  articles 

rendered  to  the  Collector  or  his  Deputy  shall  be  on  oath. 

And  any  of  the  said  excised  articles  im})orted  by  persons 

not  licenced  or  permitted  to  sell  the  same,  that  shall   not 

be  reported  to  the  Collector  or  his  Deputy  within  ten  days 

after  such  importation,  shall  be    liable  to  a  seizure  and 

confiscation,  one  third  to  the  Collector,  and  two  thirds  to 

the  use  of  this  government,  to  be  determined  in  the  Court 

of  Common  Pleas,  either  party  aggrieved  having  liberty 

of  appealing  to  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court. 

And  be  itfurtJter  enacted.  That  every  person  that  has  Collector 
been  or  hereafter  may  be    appointed    a  Collector  of  the  "xc'ised'articies, 
excised  articles  aforesaid,  who  shall  from  and  after  the  last  leiKiTr'au"'^ 
day  of  Jalii  instant,  import  into  this  government,  or  shall  -"':?""*  thereof 

•^  "^.'..^  to  the  1  reasurer 

have  by  consignment  or  otherwise,  or  sell  or  dispose  of  oq  oath. 
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any  Wine,  Rum  or  other  excised  articles,  or  shall  use  or 
consume  the  same,  such  Collector  shall  keep  and  render  a 
like  account  thereof  to  the  Treasurer  or  Receiver-General, 
on  oath  (who  is  hereby  impowered  to  administer  the  same 
in  the  form  prescribed)  and  to  pay  him  the  like  excise 
thereon,  as  such  person  so  appointed  Collector  would 
otherwise  have  been  held  and  obliged  to  have  taken,  kept, 
rendered  and  paid  to  the  Collector  of  the  excise  aforesaid  ; 
and  that  the  same  be  done  in  like  manner  and  time,  and 
under  the  like  pains  and  penalties  in  this  act  prescribed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  fifteenth  day  of 
3fai/  and  the  fifteenth  day  of  JSFovember,  annually,  shall 
be  the  times  all  licenced  and  permitted  persons  shall  account 
and  pay  in  the  excise  aforesaid  unto  the  Collector ;  and 
each  Collector  shall  attend  at  some  convenient  place  in 
each  town  in  their  several  and  respective  counties,  in 
order  to  receive  and  settle  all  accounts  relating  to  the  said 
excise,  first  giving  seasonable  and  public  notice  of  the 
time  and  place  where  the  said  business  is  to  be  transacted. 
And  at  the  time  of  receiving  any  money  for  the  excise  on 
the  aforesaid  excised  articles,  he  shall  give  two  receipts 
of  the  same  tenor  and  date  mentioning  what  sum  he  hath 
received  therefor  ;  one  of  which  receipts  to  be  returned  to 
the  Court  of  Sessions  at  the  next  session  of  such  Court, 
and  the  Clerk  of  the  said  Court  shall,  within  thirty  days, 
transmit  the  same  to  the  Treasurer  or  Receiver-rGeneral. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  Collector  shall 
carefully  examine  the  accounts  of  every  importer,  licenced 
and  permitted  person,  in  their  respective  counties,  and 
demand,  sue  for,  and  receive  the  several  sums  due  from 
them  by  this  act,  and  shall  give  the  name  of  every 
importer,  licenced  and  permitted  person,  and  an  account 
under  their  hands,  of  the  particular  sums  they  receive, 
and  of  whom  received,  unto  the  Treasurer,  upon  oath, 
which  oath  the  Treasurer  is  hereby  impowered  and 
directed  to  administer  in  the  words  following,  viz. 

You  A.  B,  do  swear,  that  this  is  a  true  list  of  all  the 
importers  of  dutied  articles  that  have  come  to  your  knowl- 
edge, and  of  all  the  persons  licenced  and  permitted  by  you 
to  sell  the  same,  and  is  a  just  and  true  account  of  all  the 
impost  and  excise  duties  by  you  received,  by  virtue  of  an 
act,  intitled,  "  An  act  laying  duties  of  impost  and  excise 
on  certain  goods,  wares  and  merchandize  therein  described, 
and  for  repealing  the  several  laws  heretofore  made  for  that 
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purpose  ;  "  and  that  you  have  not  knowingly  neglected 
swearing  the  several  importers,  licenced  and  permitted 
persons,  from  whom  the  same  was  received  or  secured, 
in  manner  and  form  as  by  the  said  act  is  prescribed.  So 
help  iioiL  GOD. 

And  whereas  the   requirement   of  duties   of  excise   on  Preamble. 
aiiicles  to   he   exported  out  of  this    State,  may  in  some 
instances  operate   to   the  injury  of  trade  and  commerce: 
To  prevent  which  manifest  evils  and  the   commission  of 
fraud  therein. 

Be  it  further  enacted.  That  when  any  person  shall  ship  Persons  export- 
or  export  by  sea  any  of  the    excised   articles    aforesaid  a^uoi^srto 
from  this  State,  he  shall  report  the  same  to  the  Collector  [o'thrcoiiector; 
of  the  county  where  such  articles  are,  or  to  his  Deputy,  and  give  bond 

"^  .  rr'    •  .  .     .  t-o  procure  a 

and  o-ive  bond,  with  one  or  more  sufficient  sureties  living  certiUcate 
within  this  State,  to  produce  and  deliver  to  the  said 
Collector,  or  his  Deputy,  within  a  reasonable  time  to  be 
expressed  in  the  said  bond,  a  certificate  from  the  proper 
officer  of  the  port  or  place  to  which  the  said  articles  may 
1)6  exported  without  this  State,  that  the  same  have  been, 
bona  fide,  landed  there  ;  or  within  the  time  limited  for  pro- 
ducing and  delivering  the  said  certificate,  to  pay  the 
excise  duties  due  thereon,  with  interest  from  the  date  of 
the  bond,  within  the  time  limited  in  the  said  bond  for 
producing  and  delivering  the  said  certificate;  in  which  i" ^'^^'^•i <=^^^- 
case  the  person  who  gave  such  bond  shall  not  be  held  to 
account  for  any  excise  duties  on  the  said  goods,  in  any 
other  manner  than  is  provided  in  the  said  bond.  And  if 
the  person  giving  such  bond  have  not  a  licence  or  permit 
as  aforesaid,  then  the  Collector  shall  give  a  certificate  dis- 
charging tjie  person  or  persons  of  whom  the  excised  arti- 
cles specified  in  the  said  bond  were  purchased,  from  the 
excise  due  thereon  ;  which  certificate  shall  be  in  the  form 
following  : 

This  certifies  that  J.  S.  is  hereby  discharged  from  pay-  Form  of  the 

ing  the  excise  due  on ,  A.  B.  having  this  day  made  '=«'"'i'^'='*"'- 

himself  accountable  to  me  therefor. 

And  whenever  any  distiller  or  seller  of  any  Rum  manu-  Disuiiers  or 
facturcd    within    this    Commonwealth,    shall    produce  a  p'rodudng  a™' 
certificate  from  a  purchaser  thereof,  specifying  the  quan-  making^oath"'^ 
tity  sold,  and  that  the  same  is  designed  to  be  exported  [^dld-neTfor 
by  land  into  a  neighbouring  State,  and  such  distiller  or  exportation, 
seller  shall  make  oath  before  a  Collector,  that  such  Rum  a  duty. 
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was  bona  fide  sold,  and  that  he  verily  believes  that  the 
same  is  not  designed  to  be  again  brought  into  any  part  of 
this  Commonwealth,  and  shall  also  produce  a  certiticate 
from  the  Collector  of  the  State  into  which  such  Rum  is 
carried,  where  there  is  any,  and  where  there  is  none,  from 
a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  within  sixty  days,  that  the  said 
Rum  was  actually  carried  into  the  said  State,  such  Rum 
shall  be  subject  to  no  duty. 
Owners  or  j^q  {^  enocted,  That  every  owner  or  possessor  of  any  of 

possessors  or  .  '  _  •/  I  «^ 

carriages  on  the  the    Carriages    hereafter   enumerated,    shall    pay,    on    or 

15th  May,  to  ,      „  ,^        ,^,\  ,i      i  ,-     n^  i  i  i  i  i   • 

pay  the  duty  octore  the  hiteentli  day  oi  May,  yearly,  the  duty  by  this 
act  required,  for  each  carriage  by  him  or  her  owned  or 
possessed,  viz.  : 

For  every  Coach,  five  pounds. 

For  every  Chariot,  live  pounds. 

For  every  Phaeton,  three  pounds. 

For  every  four  wheel  Chaise,  three  pounds. 

For  every  fall  back  Chaise,  fifteen  shillings. 

For  every  other  Chaise,  ten  shillings. 

For  every  Sulky  and  other  Riding  Chair,  nine  shillings. 

And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  Assessors  in  the  several 
towns  and  plantations  in  this  State  be,  and  they  are  here- 
by required  and  directed,  to  return  in  .  writing,  under 
oath,  to  the  Collector  of  Excise  in  their  county,  some 
time  in  the  month  of  April,  yearly,  a  list  of  all  the  dutied 
carriages  within  their  respective  towns  ajid  plantations, 
with  the  names  of  the  owners  or  possessors  of  the  same. 
And  if  the  Assessors  of  any  town  or  plantation  aforesaid 
shall  neglect  the  due  performance  of  their  duty,  as 
directed  and  enjoined  upon  them  in  this  act,  the  Assess- 
ors of  such  town  or  plantation,  so  neglecting  their  duty, 
shall  forfeit  a  sum  not  less  than  twenty  pounds,  nor  more 
than  three  hundred  pounds,  for  the  use  of  this  Common- 
wealth, to  be  recovered  by  action  or  complaint  in  any 
Court  proper  to  try  the  same. 

J^e  it  enacted,  That  the  Collector  of  each  county  shall, 
within  thirty  days  after  the  duties  payable  on  carriages 
shall  become  due,  make  out  and  deliver  to  some  Consta- 
ble of  each  town  in  his  county,  an  exact  list  of  the  delin- 
quent persons'  names  (if  any  such  there  be)  and  the  sums 
due  from  each  of  them  with  ten  per  cent,  added  thereto, 
together  with  a  warrant  of  distress  for  the  whole  of  the 
said  sums,  to  be  in  the  form  prescribed  by  law  to  be  used 
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b}'  Assessors  foi*  collecting:  town  taxes,  mutatis  mutandis, 

which  warrant  the  said  Collectors  are  hereby  impowered 

to  grant ;  and   the   said   Constal)les   shall   proceed  in  the 

same  manner  as  is  by  law  prescribed  in  case  of  distraining 

for  non-})ayment  of  taxes  ;  and  the  said  Constables,  after  constables  to 

deducting  the   additional   sum  of  ten  per  cent,  shall  pay  cent"'imd  pay 

the  remainder  of  the  sum  expressed  in  the  warrant,  to  the  t^'the'coi-^^'^ 

Collector  who  granted  the   same,  who   shall  give  them  a  lectors. 

full  discharge  for  the  same. 

Provided  neverfhehss,  That  no  duty  shall  be  demanded  ^xJmptedpay- 
from   the   stated   Ministers  of  the  Gospel,  the  President,  insdmies;  and 

■D       i-  T^    4-  I-     rr  7     /i    11  ri  uo  duty  to  be 

Jrrotessors   or    iutors   ot   Harvard   College,  or  Crrammar  demanded  for 
School  Masters,  for    any  Chaises  or  Riding  Chairs;  nor  saie!"*^'^^"" 
shall    any  duty   on   any   carriage  aforesaid  be  demanded 
from  any  person  who  may  make  the  same,  and  have  it  by 
him   for  sale   only,  and  not  for  his  own  use,  any  thing  in 
this  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

A.nd  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  one  Collector  for  each  county  within  this  Common-  collectors  to  be 
wealth,  shall  l)e  annually  appointed  by  the  General  Court,  auyrandto^re- 
who  shall  be  chosen  by  joint  ballot  of  both  Houses,  who  ^rdmiel'""""* 
is  hereby  impowered  to  receive  and  collect  all  the  duties 
mentioned  in  this  act,  and  to  sue  for  and  recover  all  pen- 
alties, fines   and   forfeitures,  which  may  arise  from  a  non- 
compliance with  or  breach  of  the  same,  and  shall  once  in  onceins 
three  months  pay  into  the  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  uie'severdisums 
all    sums   of  money   which   he  may  collect  or  receive  in  °ictoi?e'xc'ept. 
consequence   of  this   act,  except  such  part  thereof  as  is 
otherwise  expressly   appropriated,    which   is  to   be    paid 
according  to  the  appropriation,  and  every  Collector  shall,  ^emfeTan^ ae- 
on or  before  the  first  day  of  June,  annually,  render  to  the  Tre"'^ure\!'^of 
Treasurer  a  fair  and  accurate  account  of  all  monies  by  him  aii  monies  re- 

CGiVf^ci    (inu  to 

received  in  each  particular  town,  of  whom,  and  tlie  time  balance  their 
M'hen  received,  and  shall  then  settle  and  balance  his  nmuiy. ***" 
accounts,  under  oath,  with  the  Treasurer,  who  is  directed 
to  lay  the  said  accounts  before  the  General  Court,  on  or 
before  the  tenth  day  of  the  same  month  ;  and  the  Col- 
lectors for  the  several  counties  already  appointed,  shall 
severally  perform  the  same  duties,  and  be  vested  with  the 
same  powers,  until  others  shall  be  chosen  and  appointed 
in  their  room  and  stead. 

And  be  it  enacted.  That  the  Collectors  of  Excise  that  are  powered  to  ap- 
or  shall  be  appointed,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  severally  and°to  bTacI''^* 
impowered,  to  api)()int  Deputies  to  do  the  business  herein  thei°r'coudu*'ct. 
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assigned  to  them,  or  any  part  thereof;  and  the  said  Col- 
lectors  shall   severally  be   accountable  for  the  conduct  of 
their  respective  Deputies,  and  pay  them  for  their  services 
whenCoiiec-      out  of  their  owH    commissions  ;  and    every  Collector,  is 
LueifdtJ^eceive  hereby  directed  immediately  to  appoint  a  Deputy  in  every 
duties.  pQj.^  where    there  is  a   Naval  Officer   (except    such    port 

wherein  he  shall  reside  himself)  and  in  every  such  port 
the  Collector  or  his  Deputy  shall  keep  a  public  office 
open  from  nine  in  the  morning  to  one,  and  from  three  in 
the  afternoon  to  sunset  (Lord's  days  excepted)  —  and 
And  in  case.  in  casc,  by  rcasou  of  the  non-acceptance,  death,  or  removal 
of  any  of  the  Collectors  that  have  been  or  shall  be  chosen 
for  the  several  counties,  a  vacancy  shall  arise,  the  Naval 
Officer  in  such  sea  port  towns  may  grant  permits  in  the 
manner  this  act  directs,  until  a  person  shall  l)e  duly 
appointed  and  qualified  for  discharging  the  office  of  Col- 
lector;  in  which  case,  the  Naval  Officer  shall  take  bond 
to  tl>e  Treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth,  of  the  same  tenor 
as  is  prescribed  in  this  act,  and  shall  transmit  to  the 
Collector  who  shall  be  next  appointed  in  the  same  county, 
an  account  of  each  permit  by  him  granted,  together  with 
the  bonds  taken  therefor,  —  which  Collector  receiving 
such  bonds  from  the  Naval  Officer,  shall  be  as  fully  im- 
powered  to  sue  for  and  recover  the  same,  as  any  other 
bonds  w^hich  may  be  taken  in  his  ow^n  name. 
Collectors  to  be  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  every  person  who  is  or  may 
bonds.'  ^^  ^'^^  be  appointed  Collector  of  duties  in  pursuance  of  this  act, 
wath  his  Deputies,  shall,  before  they  proceed  in  the  execu- 
tion of  their  office,  be  severally  sworn  to  the  faithful  dis- 
charge thereof,  before  some  Justice  of  the  Peace,  who  is 
hereby  impowered  to  administer  the  said  oath,  and  is 
directed  to  return  a  certificate  thereof  to  the  Secretary  of 
this  Commonwealth,  and  every  Collector  shall  become 
bound  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  with  suffi- 
cient sureties,  in  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty  thousand 
pounds,  nor  less  than  five  thousand  pounds,  for  the  faithful 
discharge  of  the  duties  required  of  him  by  this  act ;  and  the 
Collectors  already  appointed,  shall  receive  the  same  com- 
mission severally  in  reward  for  their  services,  as  are  estab- 
lished and  allowed  by  a  resolve  of  the  Legislature,  passed 
the  tenth  of  February,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-three,  and  such  Collectors  as  shall  be  hereafter 
annually  appointed,  shall  receive  such  allowances  for  their 
services  as  shall  be  determined  when  they  shall  be  so 
appointed. 
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And  be  it  enacted,  That  in  case  a  vacancy  shall  happen  in  case  of  a 
by  reason   of  the   death,  resignation,  removal   out  of  the  rece8"'^ofThe  ^ 
State,  or  non-acceptance  of  any  person  appointed,  or  that  f^^eQol^rllT,' 
shall  be  appointed.    Collector  of  Excise,  or  otherways,  in  coilncfririm-  ' 
any  of  the  counties  of  this  Commonwealth,  in  the  recess  powered  to 
of  the  General  Court,  or  at  so  late  a  period  in  any  session 
of  the  same  Court,  that   the  vacancy  occasioned  in  any 
manner  as  aforesaid  shall  not  be  supplied  in  the  same  ses- 
sion thereof,  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  the  Council, 
shall    be,   and    hereby    is    authorized  and  impowered,  to 
appoint  a  Collector  of  Excise   for  the  county  where  such 
vacancy  shall  happen  ;  which  Collector  being  qualified  as 
in  this    act  is    directed,  shall  continue    in  office,  and    be  And  to  be 

,      1         •,!         n     .1  1  •     •!  J.    •     •  vested  with  the 

vested  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges  appertaining  same  powers, 
thereto,  until  the  said  Collector  shall  be  confirmed  in  his  ""*''• 
office,  or  another  shall  be  appointed  by  the  General  Court 
in  his  stead  ;  and  any  Collector  appointed  or  chosen  as 
aforesaid,  and  also  any  Collector  who  hath  been  or  shall 
be  appointed  or  chosen  in  the  room  of  any  other  Col- 
lector, shall  be,  and  hereby  is  impowered  and  authorized 
to  demand  and  receive  of  his  predecessor,  if  living,  or  if 
dead,  of  his  Executors  or  Administrators,  and  Deputies  of 
the  same  Collector,  all  official  bonds,  notes,  accounts  and 
other  papers,  and  give  proper  discharge  for  the  same, 
and  to  commence  and  prosecute  an  action  in  his  own 
name,  upon  any  bond  or  security  given  to  his  predecessor 
in  office,  in  the  capacity  of  Collector  of  Excise,  and  to 
demand,  prosecute,  sue  for,  recover  and  receive  any 
duties  that  were  due,  or  penalties  incurred  before  his 
appointment  to  the  said  office  ;  and  to  do  and  perform  all 
matters  and  things  whatever,  which  his  said  predecessor 
could  have  done  had  he  continued  in  office. 

And  it  in  further  enacted.  That  all  recognizances  w^hich  ah  recogui- 
shall  1)6  taken  in  consequence  of  this  act,  may  be  chancered  chancered  down 
down   to  the  just  debt  and  damage,  where  that  can  be  and^1aIMge;as 
known,  as  other  bonds  now  may  by  law  be  chancered;  p'ov-go?"'''' ' 
provided   it  shall  appear  to   the   Court  the  party  had  no 
design  to  defraud  the  government  of  the  duty. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  every  Persons  taking 
person   taking  out  a  licence   as   innholder,  shall   pay   the  hlnhoiders.'to 
sum  of  twenty-four  shillings,  and  every  person  taking  out  J?et^ner8'i2«. 
a  licence  as  a  retailer  of  spirituous  liquors,  shall  pay  the 
sum  of  twelve  shillings  :  and  the  Courts  of  General  Ses- 
sions of  the  Peace  in  the  respective  counties,  on  granting 
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To  whom  paid. 


Collectors 
directed  to 
prosecute. 


Collectors,  &c., 
giving  permits 
contrary  to  law 


Penalty. 


Collectors  to 
have  free 
recourse  to 
the  accounts 
and  books  of 
Naval  OfHcers 
and  other 
offices. 
From  whence. 

Fees  to  Naval 
Officers,  Town 
Clerks  or 
Selectmen. 


Naval  Officers, 
&c.,  impow- 
ered  to  ad- 
minister the 
oaths  required. 


Importers,  con- 
sigi.ees,  &c., 
who  have  given 
bonds,  to 
exhibit  a  true 
and  fair  invoice, 
under  oath. 


licences,  are  hereby  empowered  and  directed  to  demand 
and  receive  the  last  mentioned  duties  of  each  innholder 
and  retailer  accordingly,  which  duties  shall  be  paid  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  Peace,  and  by  him  on  demand  to  the  Col- 
lector of  the  county,  who  shall  pay  out  of  his  commissions 
to  the  said  Clerk,  one  per  cent,  for  receiving  and  paying 
the  said  duties ;  and  the  said  Collectors  are  hereby 
directed  to  prosecute  all  persons  who  shall  sell  spirituous 
or  mixed  liquors  contrary  to  law. 

And  be  it  enacted  by  the  autJiority  aforesaid.  That  if 
any  Collector  or  his  Deputy,  Naval  Officer,  Town  Clerk 
or  Selectman,  shall  wittingly,  willingly  and  corruptly,  give 
any  permit  or  certificate,  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  this  act,  and  shall  be  thereof  convicted,  he 
shall  be,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  forever  after  incapa- 
ble of  holding  any  place  of  honor,  trust  or  profit  under 
this  government,  and  shall  pay  a  fine  equal  to  double  the 
value  of  the  duties  set  by  this  act  on  the  articles  contained 
in  such  permit  or  certificate. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Collectors  and  their 
Deputies  shall  have  free  recourse",  without  fee,  to  the 
accounts  and  books  of  any  Naval  Officer  or  other  public 
office,  from  whence  they  may  expect  to  receive  any  evi- 
dence for  the  detection  of  fraud  or  the  violation  of  this 
act. 

And  be  it  enacted.  That  each  Naval  Officer,  Town  Clerk 
or  Selectman,  for  his  trouble  in  recording  and  receiving  a 
manifest,  and  granting  and  entering  a  permit  agreeable  to 
this  act,  shall  receive  two  shillings,  and  no  more,  and  the 
Collector  shall  receive  for  his  certificate  (except  such  as 
by  this  act  are  to  be  given  without  fee)  and  for  finding 
and  filling  up  a  bond,  one  shilling,  and  no  more. 

And  be  it  enacted.  That  the  Naval  Officers,  Collectors, 
Deputies,  Town  Clerks  or  Selectmen,  or  either  of  them, 
are  hereby  impowered  to  administer  the  oaths  required  by 
this  act  to  be  taken  in  the  execution  of  their  respective 
offices. 

And  be  it  enacted.  That  Importers,  Consignees,  Distillers 
and  all  other  persons  concerned,  who  have  given  bonds  to 
any  Collector  or  his  Deputy  for  the  payment  of  duties 
upon  goods  which  may  be  on  hand  on  the  first  day  of 
Auf/ust  next,  and  shall  exhibit  a  true  and  fair  invoice  of 
the  same  under  oath  to  the  Collector  or  his  Deputy  to 
whom  they  have  thus  given  bonds,  shall  receive  the  bene- 
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fit  of  a  remission  or  deduction  on  their  bonds,  agreeable 
to  the  principle  and  rates  established  in  this  act,  except 
for  such  goods  as  were  chargeable  with  a  duty  of  five  per 
centum. 

A)id  be  it  enacfed.  That  all  the  monies  arising  from  Monies  how  to 
this  act,  shall  be  applied  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  priafed.°' 
on  government  consolidated  securities,  and  interest  on 
the  notes  issued  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Massa- 
cJni!^ettf<  Line  of  the  Army,  for  the  respective  balances  due 
to  them  for  their  services  in  the  3'ear  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty,  and  for  that  purpose  only,  save  only 
the  allowance  to  be  made  therefrom  to  the  officers  who 
may  collect  the  duties. 

And  be  it  enacted.  That  in  all  cases  where  any  action  incase. 
or  actions  shall  be  brought  against  any  Naval  Officer, 
either  of  the  Collectors  or  their  Deputies,  upon  any  matter 
touching  the  prosecution  of  the  duty  or  business  assigned 
to  them  by  this  act,  in  all  such  cases  the  said  Naval 
Officer,  Collectors  or  their  Deputies,  shall  be  allowed  to 
plead  the  general  issue  and  give  this  act  in  evidence. 

And  be  it  enacted.  That  all  acts  heretofore  made,  laying  rormeracts 

,       .  ^     .  .  11   repealed. 

duties  ot  unpost  or  excise  upon  any  goods,  wares  and 
merchandize,  whether  of  foreign  manufacture  and  growth, 
or  of  the  manufacture  and  growth  of  any  other  State 
whatsoever,  shall,  from  and  after  the  last  day  of  the  pre- 
sent month  of  July,  be  repealed  and  become  null  and 
void. 

Provided  nevertJieless,  and  be  it  enacted.  That  the  acts  Proviso. 
abovementioned,  which  this  act  repeals,  shall  continue 
and  be  in  force  so  far  as  to  impower  the  Collectors  to 
prosecute  all  past  breaches  of  the  said  acts,  which  are  or 
may  be  hereafter  discovered,  to  settle  the  impost  and 
excise  accounts  of  all  such  persons  as  are  or  may  be  delin- 
quents, agreeable  to  the  said  acts,  from  their  last  accounts 
to  the  time  of  the  [)assing  of  this  act,  and  to  receive 
the  excise  due  agreeable  to  the  said  acts,  and  also  to 
receive  the  duty  on  the  carriages  agreeable  to  the  said  act, 
and  to  take  such  process  as  is  therein  described  to  recover 
the  same,  any  thing  herein  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That"  when  any  Naval  Officer  Navai  officers 
in  any  port,  or  Collector  in  any  county,  shall  suspect  that  sugpecunga* 
the  manifest  exhibited  to  him  by  the  master  of  any  vessel,  [mpoweJIdin 
does  not  contain  all  the   packages,   bales,  casks,  chests,  twscase. 
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trunks,  cases  or  boxes,  imported  in  the  said  vessel,  such 
Naval  Officer  or  Collector  shall  be,  and  he  hereby  is  author- 
ized and  directed  to  enter  such  vessel,  and  either  by  him- 
self or  some  other  person  appointed  by  him  for  that 
purpose,  shall  take  an  account  of  all  the  packages,  bales, 
casks,  chests,  trunks,  cases  or  boxes,  as  they  shall  be 
unloaded ;  and  if  any  part  of  the  packages,  bales, 
casks,  chests,  trunks,  cases  or  boxes,  shall  be  taken 
out  of  the  said  vessel  after  the  Naval  OiEcer  or  Collector 
shall  have  made  known  to  the  master  or  owner  his  sus- 
picion of  a  false  manifest,  after  suusetting  and  before 
sunrising,  or  at  any  other  time,  without  notice  thereof 
being  previously  given  to  the  Naval  Officer  or  Collector, 
such  conduct  shall  be  deemed  as  sufficient  evidence  of 
fraud  in  the  manifest. 
Persons  deliver.      And  be  it  farther   enacted.    That    if  any    person    shall 

ing  a  false  mam-  ^  ^  '  j       i 

fest,  &c.  with      deliver  to  any  Naval  Officer,  Collector,  Deputy  Collector, 

efeigno    lau  .  rp^^^^^^  Clcrk  or  Selectman,  or  Justice  of  the  Peace,  any 

false  manifest,  invoice,  certificate,  receipt,  or  bill  of  lading, 

Penalty.  wdth  a  dcsigu  to  dcfraud  the  government,  he   shall   forfeit 

and  ])ay  a  fine  of  one  hundred  pounds,  and  the  value  of 
the  goods  therein  mentioned  ;  and  if  any  permit,  mani- 
fest, invoice,  certificate,  receipt,  or  bill  of  lading,  shall 
be  forged,  counterfeited  or  altered,  the  person  forging, 
counterfeiting  or  altering  the  same,  shall  forfeit  the  sum 
of  one  hundred  pounds,  and  the  value  of  the  goods  men- 
tioned therein,  or  landed  in  consequence  thereof. 

Persons  giving        And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  when  any  person  shall 

iniorraation  to  .  ,     „  ^    .  jiiiniiiS 

Collectors  or  givc  mtormatioii  on  oath,  and  shall  lodge  the  same  in 
of'^goods  havi^ng  Writing  with  the  Collector  or  Naval  Officer,  or  either  of 
orvessefs"  such  their  Deputies,  that  he  has  just  cause  to  suspect  that  dutied 
Collectors,  &c.    croods    have  becii  taken  out  of  any  particular   vessel  or 

are  empowered     &  j      i 

to  enter  vessels,  float,  coutrarv  to  law,  and  put  into  any  other  vessel  or 

stores  '  »/  '  I  i/ 

&c.  — andin  float,  storc,  buildiug,  or  place  whatever,  such  Collector, 
*'^*^'  Naval  Officer,  or  Deputy,  is  hereby  authorized  to  enter, 

W'ith  proper  assistance,  in  the  da}'  time  only,  into  the 
vessel  or  float,  store,  ))uilding  or  place  (dwelling  houses 
excepted)  and  there  to  search  for  the  said  goods  ;  and  if  he 
shall  find  any  dutied  goods  in  such  search,  to  seize  and 
secure  the  same  for  trial,  and  the  dutied  goods  seized  and 
secured  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  adjudged  forfeited,  except 
those  identical  goods  which  on  trial  it  shall  be  proved 
were  not  taken  from  such  vessel  or  float,  store,  building 
or  place,  in  the  manner  specified  in  the  said  information  ; 
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and  any  [)ers()n  giving  information  as  aforesaid,  shall,  on 
the  condemnation  of  the  goods,  receive  twenty-five  per 
cent,  on  the  net  proceeds  ;  the  Collector,  Naval  Officer  or 
Deputy,  making  the  seizure,  shall  receive  twenty-tive  per 
cent,  and  the  remainder  shall  be  paid  into  the  public  treas- 
ury, and  be  applied  solely  for  the  purposes  prescribed  in 
this  act. 

Pvovided  nevertheless,  and  be  if  enacted,  by  the  authority  Proviso. 
aforesaid,  That  -when  any  person  shall  have  just  cause 
to  suspect  that  dutied  goods  have  been  brought  into 
this  Commonwealth  and  put  into  any  dwelling  house, 
the  impost  duties  thereon  not  being  paid,  or  security 
not  being  given  for  the  payment  thereof,  and  give 
satisfactory  information  thereof  on  oath,  to  any  Justice 
of  the  Peace  for  the  same  county,  such  Justice  may, 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  issue  his  warrant, 
directed  to  the  Collector  of  Excise  in  the  same  county, 
or  either  of  his  Deputies,  therein  specially  named, 
commanding  him  to  take  with  him  the  Sherifl*  of  the 
county,  or  either  of  his  Deputies,  or  any  Constable  of  the 
town  where  such  house  is,  and  in  the  day  time  only, 
to  enter  such  dwelling  house,  and  there  to  search  for 
the  said  goods ;  and  if  he  shall  find  any  such  dutied 
goods  in  such  search,  to  seize  and  secure  the  same  for 
trial  :  and  the  like  forfeitures  shall  be  adjudged  and 
proceedings  thereon  had  as  aforesaid  :  and  the  said  Sherili' 
or  his  Deputy,  or  Constable,  is  hereby  authorized  and 
required,  to  aid  and  assist  the  said  Collector  or  his 
Deputy  in  making  such  search,  and  to  take  with  him 
proper  assistance. 

Provided  nevertheless.  That  all  articles  which  shall  be  Proviso. 
seized  by  the  Naval  Officer  or  Collector,  or  his  Deputy, 
shall  be  restored  to  the  owner  or  consignee,  upon  his 
giving  bond  with  sufficient  sureties  living  within  this 
Commonwealth,  to  pay  the  full  value  of  such  articles,  if 
they  shall  ho  adjudged  to  be  forfeited,  within  thirty  days 
after  final  judgment  thereon. 

Jind  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  fines,  forfeitures 
and  penalties,  which  may  arise  or  be  incurred  by  virtue  of 
this  act,  not  otherwise  expressly  appropriated,  shall  be  to 
and  for  the  use  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  paid  into  the 
public  treasury  thereof. 

And  be  it  enacted,  That  this  act  shall  continue  and  be  Limitation. 
in  force  for  three  years,  and  no  longer. 

July  10,  1783. 
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[May  Session,  ch.  13.] 

Chap.    13  AN   ACT  FOR  REGULATING    PILOTAGE    IN    SEVERAL    PORTS    IN 

THIS  COMMONWEALTH. 


Preamble. 


Governor,  with 
advice  of 
Council,  to 
appoint  suitable 
persons  as 
Pilots. 

The  number  of 
Pilots  assigned 
for  the  several 
harbours  and 
coasts. 


Pilots  to  have 
■warrants,  with 
power  of  substi- 
tution. 


Pilots  to  be 
under  oath. 


Form  of  the 
oath. 


Pilots  to  enter 
into  bonds. 


Branch  Pilots 
being  duly 
authorized,  to 
take  charge  of 
vessels  drawing 
nine  feet  of 
water  &  up- 
wards, except. 


Whereas  frequent  and  heavy  losses  have  been  siistained, 
and  navigation  greatly  injiwed,  for  want  of  a  well  regu- 
lated pilotage  in  the  hai^hours  hereafter  mentioned: 

Be  it  enacted  by  tlie  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same.  That  the  Governor,  with  advice  of  Council, 
be,  and  he  hereby  is  empowered  and  requested,  as  soon 
as  may  be,  to  appoint  suitable  persons  as  Pilots  for  the 
several  harbours  and  coasts  hereafter  mentioned,  viz.  three 
for  the  port  of  Boston;  two  for  the  port  of  Salem;  two 
for  the  port  of  Marble! lea d ;  and  two  for  the  port  of 
Gloucester ;  two  for  the  port  of  Newbury  Port;  two  for 
the  port  of  Plymouth;  four  for  the  coasts  of  Nantucket; 
ten  for  the  coasts  of  MartJia^s  Vineyard ;  and  to  ijive  to 
each  of  the  said  Pilots  branches  or  warrants  for  the  due 
execution  of  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices,  with 
power  of  substitution  in  certain  cases  to  be  therein  pre- 
scribed. And  such  deputies  as  the  said  branch  pilots 
shall  severally  depute,  shall  be  by  them  reported  to  the 
Governor,  for  his  approbation. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  every  Pilot  and  Deputy,  appointed  as  aforesaid,  shall, 
before  his  entering  upon  the  business  of  his  office,  take 
the  following  oath  or  affirmation,  before  some  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  viz.  : 

You  A.  B.  do  swear,  (or  affirm,  as  the  case  may  be) 
that  you  will  from  time  to  time,  truly  and  faithfully  per- 
form the  duties  of  a  Pilot  for  the  harbour  or  port  of , 

according  to  your  best  skill  and  judgment,  agreeable  to  the 
laws  of  this  Commonwealth.  —  So  help  you  GOD. 

And  each  of  the  said  branch  Pilots  shall  enter  into  bonds, 
with  sufficient  sureties,  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Common- 
wealth, in  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds,  for  the  due 
performance  of  the  trust  reposed  in  him.  And  every 
branch  Pilot  being  commissioned  and  qualified  as  afore- 
said, is  hereby  impowered  and  directed,  by  himself  or 
his  Deputy,  to  take  charge  of  any  vessel  or  vessels  draw- 
ing nine  feet  of  water  and  upwards  (coasting  and  fishing 
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vessels  excepted)  bound  into  any  of  the  ports  aforesaid, 
and  shall  pilot  such  vessel  or  vessels  into  the  port 
assigned  to  him,  first  shewing  to  the  master  or  masters 
thereof,  his  branch  or  warrant,  and  acquainting  him  or 
them  of  his  fees. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  ^'.ferafpnot^s*^^ 
the  districts  of  the  several  Pilots  be,  and  they  are  hereby  limited. 
limited  in  manner  following,  viz. :  The  Pilots  for  the  port 
of  Boston,  from  the  highlands  of  3farshfeld,  on  the  south, 
to  what  is  usually  called  JSfehant  Rock,  on  the  north  ;  the 
Pilots  for  the  ports  of  /Salem  and  Marblehead,  from  the 
said  NeJiant  Rock,  on  the  south,  to  Norman's  Woe,  on 
the  north ;  the  Pilots  for  the  port  of  Gloucester,  from 
the  said  N^orman^s  Woe,  round  the  Cape,  to  Jahackah 
Barr  (so  called)  ;  the  Pilots  for  the  port  of  Newbury 
Port,  from  Jabackah  Barr,  on  the  south,  to  the  Isle  of 
Shoals,  on  the  north  ;  the  Pilots  for  the  port  of  Plymouth, 
from  the  highlands  aforementioned,  on  the  north,  to  the 
point  of  Cape  Cod,  on  the  south  ;  the  Pilots  for  the  coasts 
of  Nantucket  and  Martha's  Vineyard,  to  take  charge  of 
any  vessel  or  vessels  on  the  coasts  thereof  that  shall  be 
bound  over  the  shoals. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by    the  authority    aforesaid, 
That  each  of  the  said  branch  Pilots  shall  always  keep  one  pilots  to  keep 
deck'd   boat  in   good  repair,   except   the    Pilots    for   the  boatltTgood 
coasts  of  Nantucket,   who,  as  well    as    all    other    branch  for  the  coast'of 
Pilots,    shall  at    all   times  keep    a    sufficient    number    of  Nantucket. 
suitable  row  boats,  for  the  purposes  afoi'esaid  ;    and  one  Boats  where  to 
of  the  boats   for  the  port    of  Boston,  shall  be   stationed  ^' '"'p^' 
at  the  Liijht  House  Island;  one  for  the  port   of  Newbury 
Port,     at    Salisbury   Point,    or  Plumb  Island;    one    for 
the  port  of  Plymouth,  in  the  harbour  of  Plymouth ;   two 
for  the  port  of    Salem,   in   the  harbour    of   Salem;  two 
■Sit  Marblehead ;  one  in   the   harbour    of    Gloucester;   and 
one  in   Sandy  Bay   (^so   called)  ;  four  for  the    coasts   of 
Martha's     Vineyard,    at    Gay   Head;    four    at    Holmes's 
Hole:  and  two  at  Edr/arfon;  and  all  the  above  mentioned 
boats  shall  cruize  on  the  pilot  ground  of  their  respective 
stations,  as  often  as  the  weather  shall  permit. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by   the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  Council,  be,   and  Governor,  with 

,,,..  ,,  T  !•!    '"'Vice  of 

he  hereby  is  mipowered  and  requested,  to  determine  and  council, tode- 
fix  the  fees  of  pilotage  of  the  several  Pilots,  according  as  fee™'"'' 
the  circumstances  of  peace  or  war  may  require,  and  to 
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Naval  OflScers 
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Proviso. 
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In  case  of  loss 
of  any  vessel 
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How  recovered. 
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Pilots. 

Governor,  with 
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Council, 
authorized  to 
appoint. 


specify  the  same  in  their  respective  warrants  ;  and  also  to 
transmit  to  each  Naval  Officer  in  the  ports  and  harbours 
aforesaid,  a  schedule  of  the  said  fees,  to  be  by  such  Naval 
Officer  hung  up  in  his  office,  for  public  inspection. 

Provided  nevertheless^  and  he  it  further  enacted  hy  the 
aidhority  aforesaid,  That  any  master  of  a  vessel  who  may 
chuse  to  hazard  the  {)ilotage  of  his  own  vessel  into  any 
port,  shall  be  at  liberty  so  to  do,  subject  however  to  pay 
such  Pilot  of  the  said  port  as  shall  tirst  come  on  board  his 
vessel,  one  half  pilotao^e  according  to  the  fees  specified  in 
his  warrant ;  and  such  Pilot  is  hereby  impowered,  on 
refusal  of  the  payment  thereof,  to  sue  for  and  recover  the 
same. 

Provided  also,  and  be  itfartlier  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid.  That  if  any  vessel  shall  be  within  the  light 
house  in  the  port  of  Boston,  or  within  the  chops  of  the 
harbours  of  Salem,  Marblehead  and  Gloucester,  or  within 
the  bar  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour  of  Newbury  Port, 
or  within  the  gurnet  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour  of 
Plymouth,  or  within  any  barred  harbour,  before  any  Pilot 
shall  go  on  board,  and  the  master  of  such  vessel  shall 
then  decline  taking  a  Pilot,  he  shall  be  exempt  from  any 
fees  of  pilotage  in  the  said  ports. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  vessel,  while 
under  the  charge  and  direction  of  a  branch  or  warrant 
Pilot,  or  his  Deputy,  shall  be  lost,  cast  away,  or  run 
ao;round,  throuijh  the  unskiltulness  or  neglect  of  such 
branch  or  warrant  Pilot,  or  his  Deputy,  then,  and  in  that 
case,  such  branch  or  warrant  Pilot  shall  be  liable  not  only 
for  himself  but  for  his  Deputy  (provided  the  said  Deputy 
shall  be  the  Pilot  of  the  said  vessel  at  the  time  thereof)  to 
pay  the  just  value  of  the  vessel  and  her  cargo,  or  any  pro- 
portionable damage  which  maybe  sustained  thereby,  to  be 
sued  for  and  recovered  by  the  owner  or  owners,  or  insurer 
or  insurers  thereof,  in  any  Court  proper  to  try  the  same. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  if  it  shall  hereafter  become  necessary  for  any  port  or 
ports  within  this  Commonwealth,  not  mentioned  in  this 
act,  to  have  a  Pilot  or  Pilots  assigned  them,  the  Governor, 
with  the  advice  of  Council,  be,  and  he  hereby  is  impow- 
ered and  requested,  to  appoint  and  commission  one  or 
more  Pilots  for  every  such  port  or  ports  as  to  him  shall 
appear  necessary,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Pilots  for  the 
ports  mentioned  in  this  act,  are  directed  to  be  appointed 
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and  commissioned  :  And  the  Pilot  or  Pilots  so  appointed, 
are  hereby  vested  with  the  same  power  and  authority, 
and  shall  he  under  the  same  bonds,  and  subject  to  the 
same  penalties,  that  are  provided  in  this  act  for  any  of 
the  Pilots  before  mentioned. 

And  be  it  furtJier  enacted  by  the  avthority  aforesaid, 
That  :dl  vessels  drawinji'  nine  feet  of  water  and   upwards,  Outward  bound 

I  ,  f      '^  f      I  ,'  •  -I  vessels  to  be 

hound  to  sea,  out  ot  any  ot  the   ports   aioresaid,   except  under  the  same 

coasting  and  tishing    vessels,    shall    be  under   the    same '^^*' "'^ '°°*' 

restrictions,  and   liable  to  pay  the  same  fees  that  vessels 

are  under  and  liable  to,  that  are  bound  into   any  of  the 

same  ports,  ;ind  all  Pilots  of  any  outward  bound   vessels, 

shall  be  liable  to  similar  actions  for  damages,  and  subject 

to  the  same  penalties  for  their  unskilfulness  or  neglect,  that 

they  would  have  been,  if  the  same  vessels  had  been  bound 

into  any  of  the  ports  aforesaid. 

And  to  the  intent  that  a  suitable  check  may  be  had 
upon  the  Pilots  aforesaid,  and  that  they  may  be  excited 
to  a  due  vigilance  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  assianed 

o  c  o 

them  ; 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  Gov-  Governor  & 
ernor  and  Council  be,  and  they  hereby  arc  impowered,  to  ei^dToWand 
hear  and  determine  all  complaints  exhibited  against  the  pfafnt'^e^x-*"'"' 
said  Pilots,  or  their  Deputies,  or  either  of  them,  for  mal-  hibited,  with 

.  .         i  '  '  power  of 

conduct  in  the  premises,  and  to  suspend  or  remove  them,  suspension. 
or  either  of  them,    at    their    discretion,    and    to    appoint 
others  in  their  room,  laying  the   reasons  therefor   before 
the  General  Court,  at  the  next  session  after  such  suspen- 
sion or  removal.  July  11,  1783. 

1783.  — Chapter  14. 

[May  Session,  ch.  14.] 

AN   ACT   FOR    ALTERING  THE   LINE   BETWEEN   THE   TOW^NS   OF  nij^/n      14- 
STOW   AND    MARLBOROUGH.  ^/UqJ.    ±^ 

Whereas  the  toiuns  of  Stow  and  Marll)orough  Itare  preamble. 
hf-refffore  had  a  difference  respectiny  the  perarabidatiny 
the  line  befn-ixt  the  said  tokens,  by  reason  of  a  very  crooked 
line,  and  to  end  all  controversy  have  agreed  to  straighten 
the  line:  And  whereas  the  said  toums  have  j^etitioned  this 
Court,  and  parnesfly  requested  that  the  following  line  may 
be  estahlixhed  for  the  future  : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  in   General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
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Inhabitants  and 
lands  on  the 
north  side  to 
belong  to  the 
town  of  Stow. 
Those  on  the 
south  to  belong 
to  the  town  of 
Marlborough. 


Proviso. 


authority  of  the  same.  That  in  future  the  dividing  line 
between  the  said  towns,  shall  be  as  follows,  viz. :  Begin- 
ning at  a  heap  of  stones  in  John  S'milh\'i  orchard,  being  a 
boundary  of  Stow,  Mariborough  and  Bolton;  thence  east, 
thirty  degrees  north,  eighty-six  rods,  to  a  heap  of  stones, 
by  the  fence  between  the  land  of  Jolin  Woolley  and  Ben- 
jamin Whetcomh ;  thence  east,  thirty-one  degrees  south, 
four  hundred  and  seventy  eight  rods,  to  a  heap  of  stones, 
near  Dunnes  chimneys;  thence  south,  four  degrees  east, 
one  hundred  and  eight  rods,  to  a  heap  of  stones,  an  old 
boundary  between  the  said  towns  ;  thence  east,  twelve 
degrees  north,  one  hundred  and  forty  rods,  to  a  white  oak 
tree  marked,  by  the  river ;  thence  by  the  river  to  where 
JeweVs  brook  empties  into  the  river ;  thence  by  the  said 
brook  to  a  ditch ;  thence  by  the  said  ditch,  running  east, 
seven  degrees  south,  tifty-six  rods,  to  a  white  oak  tree 
marked  ;  thence  east,  four  degrees  south,  one  hundred 
and  fifty-eight  rods,  to  a  pine  stump  and  stones,  north- 
erly of  jRamsAoni  ilieacZow  (so  called)  an  old  boundary 
betwixt  the  said  towns  ;  thence  east,  twenty-six  degrees 
south,  four  hundred  and  sixty  rods,  to  a  large  pitch  pine 
tree  marked,  in  iSudbury  town  line. 

And  he  it  farther  enacted.  That  all  the  inhabitants  and 
lands  therein,  on  the  northerly  side  of  the  line  aforesaid, 
shall  be  considered  as  belonging  to  the  town  of  Stow ;  and 
all  the  inhal)itants  and  lands  belonging  to  the  said  towns, 
on  the  southerly  side  of  the  said  line,  shall  be  considered 
as  belonging  to  the  town  of  Marlborough,  any  law  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

Provided  nevertheless.  The  inhabitants  of  the  said  towns 
shall  pay  their  proportionable  part  of  all  taxes  which  are 
already  assessed  ui)on  them,  to  the  respective  towns  to 
which  they  have  belonged.  July  11,  1783. 
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[May  Session,  ch.  15.] 

Chai)      15  ^^   ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^    ADMEASUREMENT    OF    BOARDS,    AND    REGU- 

^  '  LATING   THE  TALE    OF   SHINGLES,    CLAPBOARDS,   HOOPS  AND 

STAVES,  AND  FOR  OTHER   PURPOSES    THEREIN    MENTIONED. 

Surveyor  &  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 

boards,  &c.to  tives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority 
erectedTn  towns  of  the  Same,  That  there  shall  be  one  or  more  suitable  per- 
and  districts,      gons  elected  in  every  town  and  district  in  this  Common- 
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wealth,  at  their  annual  meeting  in  the  month  of  March, 
to  be  Surveyors  and  Measurers  of  Boards,  Plank,  Timber 
and  Slit  work,  and  Surveyors  of  Shingles,  Clapboards, 
Staves  and  Hoops,  who  shall  l)e  sworn  to  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  the  trust  reposed  in  them.     And  all  Boards,  ah  Boards,  s:c. 

T-»i        1      m-      1  L11-  1  n'  1     <•  1  1      II  to  be  surveyed 

Phink,  limber,  or  Slitwork,  oirered  tor  sale,  shall,  pre-  before  sale. 
vious  thereto,  be  surveyed  and  also  measured,  by  one  of 
the  said  Surveyors,  where  he  shall  have  any  doubt  of  the 
measure,  having  due  consideration  for  drying  and  shrink- 
ing ;  who  shall  also  mark  anew  all  such  to  the  just  con- 
tents thereof,  making  reasonable  allowance  for  rots,  knots 
and  splits;  and  the  buyer  shall  pay  to  the  Surveyor  six  Fees  for  view- 
pence  per  thousand  feet  for  viewing  only,  and  six  pence  mLsuring. 
per  thousand  feet  more  for  measuring  and  marking,  and 
so  in  proi)ortion  for  a  lesser  quantity. 

And  be  it  fariher  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  no  Pine  Boards  shall  be  shipped  for  exportation  to  no  Pine  Boards 

.         .  1      i-        u    <-  1  J         ]  J  4-  *°  ^^  exported, 

foreign  markets,  but  such  as  are  square  edged  and  not  but  of  such 
less  than  one  inch  in  thickness,  and  not  less  than  ten  feet    ™®'^"°°^' 
in  length,  on  pain  of  being  forfeited  to  the  use  of  the  town 
where  they  shall  be  shipped. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  Dimensions  of 
no  Shingles,  Clapboards,  Staves  or  Hoops,  shall  be  offered 
for  sale  in  any  town  in  this  Commonwealth,  that  shall  be 
under  the  following  dimensions,  viz. :  All  Shingles  shall 
be  split  crossways  the  grain  and  be  eighteen  inches  long, 
unless  those  made  for  home  use  ;  pine  Shingles  shall  be 
free  from  sap,  and  all  Shingles  shall  be  free  from  shakes 
and  worm  holes,  and  shall  be  half  an  inch  thick  at  the 
butt  end,  when  green,  and  full  three-eighths  of  an  inch 
when  thoroughly  seasoned,  if  for  exportation  to  a  foreign 
market ;  and  not  less  than  one-third  of  an  inch  thick  at 
the  butt  when  fully  seasoned,  if  for  home  use,  and  four 
inches  and  an  half  wide  on  an  average,  and  none  less  than 
three  inches  wide,  and  shall  hold  their  width  three-fourths 
the  way  to  the  thin  end,  and  be  well  shaved ;  and  each 
bundle  shall  contain  two  hundred  and  fifty  Shingles,  or  if 
bound  in  square  bundles,  shall  contain  twenty-five 
courses  and  measure  twenty-two  inches  and  an  half  at 
the  lay  :  And  in  case  there  shall  be  more  than  five  Shin-  incase. 
gles  in  any  one  bundle  that  are  under  the  above  length, 
l)readth  or  thickness,  or  five  short  in  the  tale  of  any  one 
l)undle  of  two  hundred  and  fifty,  the  bundle  which  is  so 
deficient,  or  in  which  such  Shingles  are  contained,  shall  be 
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To  be  forfeited,  forfeited,  and  the  Shingles  in  each  bundle  which  are  not 
merchantable,  shall  be  burnt  and  the  residue  sold,  and 
the  money  arising  from  the  sale  shall  be  paid  into  the 
hands  of  the  town  Treasurer,  for  the  l)enetit  of  the  poor 
of  such  Town  where  the  Shingles  are  condemned,  -first 
deducting  therefrom  the  charge  of  culling  and  surveying. 
And  all  White  Oak  Butt  Staves  shall  be  at  least  five  feet  in 
length,  five  inches  wide,  and  one  inch  and  a  quarter  thick 
on  the  heart,  or  thinnest  edge,  and  every  part  thereof. 
And  all  White  Oak  Pipe  Staves  shall  be  at  least  four  feet 
and  eight  inches  in  length,  four  inches  broad  in  the  nar- 
rovrest  part,  and  not  less  than  three-quarters  of  an  inch 
thick  on  the  heart,  or  thinnest  edge.  And  all  White  Oak 
Hogshead  Staves  shall  be  at  least  forty-two  inches  long, 
and  not  less  than  half  an  inch  thick  on  the  heart,  or  thinnest 
edge.  And  all  White  Oak  Barrel  Staves,  for  a  foreign 
market,  shall  l)e  thirty-two  inches  long ;  and  for  home 
use  shall  be  thirty  inches  long ;  and  all  shall  be  half  an 
inch  thick  on  the  heart,  or  thinnest  edge.  And  all  White 
Oak  Hogshead  and  Barrel  Staves  shall  be  at  least,  one  with 
another,  four  inches  in  breadth,  and  none  less  than  three 
inches  in  l)readth,  in  the  narrowest  part ;  and  those  of 
the  breadth  last  mentioned,  shall  be  clear  of  sap.  And 
all  Red  Oak  Hogshead  and  Barrel  Staves  shall  be  of  the 
same  length,  width  and  thickness,  with  the  White  Oak 
Hogshead  and  Barrel  Staves  above  mentioned.  And  all 
Staves  shall  be  well  and  proportionably  split.  And  all 
Pine  Clapboards  that  shall  be  exposed  to  sale,  shall  be 
made  of  good  sound  timber,  clear  of  sap  ;  and  all  Clap- 
boards shall  be  free  from  shakes  and  worm  holes  and  of 
the  followino;  dimensions,  viz. :  Full  five-eiohths  of  an 
inch  on  the  back,  or  thickest  part,  five  inches  Avide  and 
four  feet  six  inches  long,  and  they  shall  be  straight  and  well 
shaved.  And  all  Hogshead  Hoops  that  shall  be  exposed  to 
sale,  or  exported,  shall  be  from  ten  to  thirteen  feet  in 
length,  and  shall  be  made  of  White  Oak  or  Walnut  and  of 
good  and  sufiicient  substance,  well  shaved  ;  those  made  of 
Oak  shall  be  not  less  than  one  inch  broad  at  the  least  end, 
and  those  made  of  Walnut  shall  be  not  less  than  three- 
quarters  of  an  inch  broad  at  the  least  end ;  each  bundle 
shall  consist  of  thirt}^  Hoops  ;  and  all  Hoops  of  ten,  tAvelve 
and  thirteen  feet  respectivel}^  shall  be  made  up  in  distinct 
bundles  by  themselves  ;  and  if  any  Hoops  are  packed  of 
less  dimensions  than  those  prescribed  by  this  law,  or  if 


same 
dimensions 
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any  bundle  shall  contain  less  than  thirty  Hoops,  such  bun-  Hoops  not 
die  shall  be  forfeited  and  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  numi!l^rtobe° 
of  the  town  where  it  is  offered  for  sale.  forfeited. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Surveyor  of  Shingles  Fees  for  survey- 
and  Clapboards  shall  be  allowed  by  the  buyer,  six  pence  '"^'^"  ^^  ^°^' 
per  thousand  for  surve3''ing  and  telling,  and  before  any 
Shingles  arc  sent  from  the  town  where  they  are  made,  or 
at  the  place  of  tirst  sale  before  their  delivery,  they  shall 
be  viewed,  surveyed  and  measured  by  a  sworn  Surveyor, 
and  the  town  brand  set  upon  the  hoop  of  the  bundle  ;  and 
all  Shingles  offered  for  sale  without  being  surveyed  and  H",' gfle^wuhou't 
marked  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  forfeited  and  disposed  of  as  being  surveyed, 

.  .         :   .  .  ,  .    f  .       to  be  forfeited. 

before  })r()vided  in  this  act ;  and  in  each  maritime  town  in 
this  Commonwealth,  from  whence  Staves  or  Hoops  are 
usually  exported  beyond  sea,  there  shall  be  two  or  more  viewers  and 

."i^  111.  .•  ^      n  Cullers  of  Staves 

suitable  persons  chosen  by  such  towns,  some  time  before  and  Hoops,  to  be 
the  twelfth  day  of  December  next,  and  forever  afterwards  fn^rrifirae"'^ 
at  their  annual  meeting  in  March,  to  be  Viewers  and  Cul-  to^^^- 
lers  of  Staves  and  Hoops,  who  shall  be  under  oath,  faith- 
fully to  discharge  their  office  ;  and  for  their  encouragement  ?g^andVuUi^g 
to  accept  this  trust,  they  shall  be  allowed  for  their  time  staves,  &c. 
and  service  as  follows,  viz. :  one  shilling  and  eight  pence 
per  thousand  for  Barrel  Staves,  two  shillings  per  thousand 
for   Hogshead    Staves,  two    shillings  and  four  pence  per 
thousand  for  Pipe   Staves,   and  two    shillings    and    eight 
pence  per  thousand  for  Butt  Staves,  as  well  refuse  as  mer- 
chantable, the  merchantable  to  be  paid  for  by  the  buyer, 
the  refuse  by  the  seller ;  and  the  Culler  shall  be  allowed 
three  shillings  per  thousand  for  Hoops. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  from  and  after  the  twelfth  day  of  December  next,  all  foTe'firSkt 
Staves  that  shall  be  exported  from  this  Commonwealth  fl°st  viewed^ 
beyond  sea,  shall  be  first  culled,  and  all  Hoops  first  viewed  and  a  certificate 

•  •        thereof  to  be 

and  surveyed  by  one  of  the  officers  aforesaid,  and  a  certifi-  given. 

cate  given  by  the  Culler  or  Surveyor,  to  the  master  or 

commander  of  the  ship  or  vessel  on  board  which  they  are 

laden,  of  the  quantity  by  him  so  culled  or  surveyed ;  and 

the  bands  with  which  the  bundles  of  Hoops  are  bound  shall 

be  sealed  with  the  brand  of  the  town  from  whence  they 

are  exported  ;  and  that  all  Shingles  and  Clapboards  that  S^^^lo'^rdslor 

shall  be  exported   beyond  sea,  shall  likewise  be  certified  exportation,  to 

•      1  r  11  -111  be  certified. 

by  one  of  the  Surveyors  already  required  by  law  to  be 
chosen  in  each  maritime  town  within  this  Commonwealth, 
to  have  l)een  by  him  surveyed,  viewed  and  approved,  and 
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Sellers  of 
Boards,  Staves, 
iic.  in  case. 


Penalty. 


Master  or  owner 
of  any  vessel 
having  Staves, 
Sec.  on  board, 
for  exportation, 
to  make  oath, 
and  a  certiticate 
thereof  to  be 
transmitted  to 
the  Naval 
OtHcer. 


Persons  pre- 
suming to  ship 
off  any  Boards, 
c*iic.  unless. 


Penalty. 


the  number  or  quantity  thereof;  and  any  sell'ers  of  Boards, 
Staves,  Hoops,  Chipboards  or  Shingles,  that  shall  deliver 
any  of  the  said  articles  before  they  are  culled  or  surveyed, 
shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  twelve  shillings  per  thousand,  and 
any  person  purchasing  any  of  the  articles  before  men- 
tioned, and  who  shall  receive  them  before  they  are  culled 
or  surveyed,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  twelve  shil- 
lings per  thousand,  one  half  to  the  informer,  who  shall  sue 
for  the  same  in  any  Court  of  this  Commonwealth  proper 
to  try  the  same,  or  before  any  magistrate  within  this 
Commonwealth  in  case  the  forfeiture  does  not  exceed 
forty  shillings  ;  the  other  half  to  the  poor  of  the  town 
where  such  offence  is  committed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and  after  the  said 
twelfth  day  of  December  next,  the  master  or  owner  of  any 
vessel  having  any  Staves,  Hoops,  Boards,  Clapboards  or 
Shingles  on  board,  for  their  cargo,  and  which  shall  be 
shipped  for  exportation  to  a  foreign  market,  after  the  said 
twelfth  day  of  December  next,  before  such  vessel  shall  be 
cleared  at  the  Naval  Office,  a  certificate  of  such  Staves, 
Hoops,  Clapboards,  Boards,  and  Shingles,  having  been 
culled  or  surveyed,  and  shall  likewise  make  oath  before  the 
Naval  Officer  (who  is  hereby  required  and  impowered  to 
administer  the  same)  or  before  any  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
who  shall  give  a  certificate  of  the  said  oath,  which  shall 
by  the  master  or  owner  be  transmitted  to  the  Naval 
Officer,  that  the  Boards,  Staves,  Hoops,  Clapboards  and 
Shingles  on  board  his  vessel,  are  bona  fide  the  same 
Boards,  Staves,  Hoops,  Clapboards  and  Shingles,  certified 
to  have  been  culled  or  surveyed,  and  that  he  has  no  other 
on  board,  and  that  he  will  not  take  any  others  on  board. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  from  and  after  the 
twelfth  day  o^  December  next,  if  any  person  shall  presume 
to  ship  ofli"  any  Boards,  Staves,  Hoops,  Clapboards  or 
Shingles,  unless  the  same  shall  first  have  been  culled  or  sur- 
veyed, and  marked  by  a  sworn  Culler  or  Surveyor  as 
aforesaid,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  twelve  shil- 
lings per  thousand,  to  be  reckoned  by  feet  or  tale,  accord- 
ing as  the  articles  are  usually  sold,  to  be  disposed  of,  one 
half  to  the  poor  of  the  town  where  the  ofience  is  com- 
mitted, and  the  other  half  to  the  Surveyor,  or  any  other 
person  or  persons  who  shall  sue  for  the  same,  which  he 
or  they  are  hereby  enal)led  to  do,  by  action,  1)111,  plaint 
or  information,  in  any  Court  proper  to  try  the  same,  or 
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before  any  Justice  of  the  Peace  if  the  forfeiture  does  not 
exceed  i'ovly  shillings. 

Ayid  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in   case  any  Culler  or  Cuiiers  or 
Surveyor,  shall  connive  at,  or  allow  of  the  breach  of  this  gui?ty^o7 fraud 
act,  or  shall  be  guilty  of  any  fraud  or  deceit  in  surveying  ve/ing^oV"  *"'" 
or  culling  of  Boards,  Staves,  Hoops,  Clapboards,  or  Shin-  cuiimg. 
gles,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  for  Pemuty. 
each  ott'ence  ;  and  in  case  of  his  refusal  to  attend  the  afore-  And  in  case. 
said  service,  when  he  shall  be  thereto  requested,  he  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  twenty  shillings  ;  the  forfeit- 
ures and  penalties  in  such  cases  to  be  recovered  and  dis- 
posed of  as  aforesaid. 

Aiid  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  or  persons.  Persons  chosen 

•/I.  I  ''    SSurvGvors  or 

who  shall  be  duly  chosen  to  serve  as  a  Surveyor  of  Boards,  Cuiiers,  negiect- 
Clapboards  or  Shingles,  or  as  a  Culler  of  Staves  or  Hoops,  oath°fo?the 
shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  take  the  oath  for  the  faithful  dis-  chirge  onhe 
charge  of  the  office,  or  to  serve  therein,  every  such  person  °'^°®- 
or  persons  shall  pay  the  sum  of  twenty  shillings  to  the  Penalty. 
use  of  the  poor  of  the  town  choosing  such  person  or  per- 
sons, and  every  such  town  shall  proceed  to  the  choice  of 
other  or  others,  in  the  room  of  any  person  so  refusing  or 
neglecting,  and  so  toties  quoties. 

And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  all  ^peiTd.^'^'''^ 
acts  heretofore  made  for  the  admeasurement  of  Boards, 
and   for  regulating  the  tale  and  dimensions  of  Shingles, 
Clapboards,  Hoops  and  Staves,  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
repealed.  July  11,1783. 

1783.  — Chapter  16. 

[September  Session,  ch.  1.] 

AN  ACT  TO  i;^C0RP0RATE  THE  SECOND  PARISH  IN  SPRING-  Hl^fj^  1« 
FIELD,  CALLED  LONGMEADOW,  INTO  A  TOWN  BY  THE  NAME  ^''^^F'  ^^ 
OF  LOyGMEADOW. 

Whereas  it  is  represented  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  Preamble. 
parish,  that  they  labour  under  great  burdens  and  incon- 
veniences by  reason  of  their  situation  and  the  separate 
interests  in  the  said  town;  and  it  appears  to  this  Court 
to  be  expedient  that  the  said  parish  be  incorporated  into 
a  separate  town: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same.  That  the  second  parish  in  Springfield,  called 
Longmeadow,  in  the  county  of  Hampshire,  and  all  that 
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Boundaries.       ^j-^^t  of  IrdcI  kiiowii  by  that  name,  and  bounded  as  fol- 
lows, viz.:  west  on  Connecticut  River ;  south  on  the  towns 
of  Somers  and  Enfield;  east  on  Wilbraham;  and  north 
beginning  at  the  mouth  of  Fecousuck  Brook,  so  called, 
and  running  east  on  the  parish  line  to  the  town  of   Wil- 
hraliam;  be,  and  hereby  is  incorporated  into  a  town  by 
the  name  oi  Long  meadow ,  with  all  the  powers,  privileges 
and   immunities   that   towns  within  this    Commonwealth 
l^Zlo^\ol%  have  or  do  enjoy;  and  that  the  said  town  oi Longmeadoio 
ponionof ux'es,  P^J  i^s  just  proportion  of  public  taxes  assessed  on  the 
until-  '  said  town  of  Springfield,  agreeable  to  the  present  valua- 

tion, and  until  a  new  valuation  is  taken,  and  bear  its  due 
proportion  of  the  expence  and  charges  towards  the  sup- 
port of  the  present  poor  thereof,  and  pay  its  proportional 
part  of  the  public  debts  now  owed  by  the  said  town,  and 
receive  its  share  of  public  monies  and  debts  now  due  to 
the  said  town,  and  the  common  stock  thereof,  in  the  same 
proportion  that  they  paid  to  the  last  State  tax  assessed  on 
the  town  of  Springfield. 
BHea.'E^q;  to  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Honorable  John 
miltkig^'*'  i??m,  Esq  ;  be,  and  he  is  hereby  impowered,  to  issue  his 
warrant  to  some  principal  yihabitant  of  the  said  town  of 
Longmeadow ,  requiring  him  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  said 
inhabitants,  in  order  to  choose  such  officers  as  by  law  towns 
are  impowered  to  choose  in  the  month  of  ilfarc/i  annually. 

October  13,  1783. 


Chap.  17 
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[September  Session,  ch.  2.] 

AN  ACT  FOR  ERECTING  THE  SOUTHEASTERLY  PART  OF  THE 
TOWN  OF  WARWICK  AND  A  TRACT  OF  LAND  CALLED 
ERVINGSHIRE,  LYING  ON  THE  NORTHERLY  SIDE  OF  MIL- 
LER'S RIVER,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  HAMPSHIRE;  AND  THE 
NORTHWESTERLY  PART  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  ATHOL  AND  THE 
SOUTHWESTERLY  PART  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  ROYALSTOy,  IN 
THE  COUNTY  OF  WORCESTER;  INTO  A  SEPARATE  DISTRICT 
BY  THE  NAME   OF    ORANGE. 

Preamble.  Whereas  the   inhabitants  of  the  southeasterly  part   of 

the  toivn  q/"  Warwick,  a  tract  of  land  called  Ervingshire, 
lyvig  on  the  northerly  side  of  jNIiller's  River,  in  the 
county  of  Hampshire  ;  the  northivesterly  part  of  the  town 
of  AihoX  and  the  southu'esterly  part  of  the  town  of  Roy- 
alston,  in  the  county  of  Worcester;  have  represented  to 
this  Court  the  difficulties  they  labour  wider  in  their  present 


\ 


1783.  —  Chapter  17.  539 

situation;  and  ajiprehending  themselves  of  suficient  num- 
ber and  ability^  request  that  they  tnay  be  ijicorjporated 
into  a  district: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Rej)resentatives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  the  southeasterly  part  of  the 
town  of  Wanvick,  and  a  tract  of  kind  called  ErvingsJiire, 
lying  on  the  northerly  side  of  Miller's  River,  in  the 
county  of  Hampshire;  and  the  northwesterly  part  of  the 
town  of  Athol,  the  southwesterly  part  of  the  town  of 
Royalston,  in  the  county  of  Worcester;  bounded  as  fol-  boundaries. 
lows,  viz. :  beginning  on  the  Avest  line  of  the  town  of  Athol, 
at  Miller's  River;  thence  on  the  said  line  to  the  road 
leading  from  Rugr/les's  fiirm  to  West  Hill,  so  called ; 
thence  bounding  on  the  said  road,  including  the  same,  to 
the  county  road  leading  from  Athol  to  Warwick;  thence 
easterly  on  the  said  road  to  the  south  line  of  Sherebiah 
Baker's  land  ;  thence  on  the  said  south  line  and  to  extend 
the  same  course  to  Tully  River;  thence  northerly  on  the 
cast  branch  of  the  said  Tully  River  to  Royalston  line  ; 
thence  east  on  the  said  Royalston  line  to  the  southeast 
corner  of  lot  number  twenty-three  ;  thence  northerly  on 
the  east  line  of  the  same  lot  and  lot  twenty-two,  dividing 
lot  number  twenty-six ;  thence  westerly  on  the  south  end 
of  lot  number  twenty ;  thence  northerly  on  the  east  line 
of  lot  number  six ;  thence  westerly  on  the  north  line  of 
the  same  lot ;  thence  northerly  on  the  westerly  side  of  lot 
number  nine  ;  thence  westerly  on  the  south  line  of  lot 
number  eleven  to  the  west  line  of  the  said  town  of  Roy- 
alston; thence  northerly  on  the  said  town  line  to  the 
northeast  corner  of  lot  number  forty-five,  in  the  second 
division  in  Warwick;  thence  westerly  on  the  north  line 
of  the  same  lot  to  the  northwest  corner  thereof;  thence 
southerly  to  the  northeast  corner  of  lot  number  forty-one  ; 
thence  westerly  to  the  northwest  corner  of  the  same  lot ; 
thence  southerly  to  the  northeast  corner  of  lot  number 
thirty-four  to  the  northwest  corner  of  the  same  ;  thence 
southeast  to  the  northeast  corner  of  lot  number  twenty- 
four  ;  thence  south  to  the  northeast  corner  of  lot  number 
fifteen  ;  thence  south,  including  lot  number  thirteen,  to 
Warwick  south  line  ;  thence  south  ten  degrees  west 
across  the  land  of  John  Erving,  Esq  ;  to  Millers  River; 
thence  easterly  on  Miller  s  River  to  the  bounds  first 
mentioned  ;  be,  and  hereby  are  erected  into  a  district  by 
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District  of 
Orange  to  pay 
their  proportion 
of  taxes  already 
granted. 


The  inhabitants 

of  said  district 
to  pay  their 
proportion  of 
expences  in 
maintaining  two 
bridges. 


In  case. 


The  district  to 
join  with  the 
town  of  War- 
wiolj  in  the 
choice  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 


Samuel  Wil- 
liams, Esq ;  to 
call  the  first 
meeting. 


the  name  of  Oranr/e;  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  hereby 
are  invested  with  all  the  powers,  privileges  and  immuni- 
ties, which  the  inhabitants  of  toAvns  within  this  Common- 
wealth do  or  may  by  law  enjoy,  that  of  sending  a  Repre- 
sentative to  the  General  Court  only  excepted. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  aidJiority  aforesaid. 
That  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  district  of  Orange  shall 
pay  their  proportion  of  all  taxes  already  granted  to  be 
raised  in  the  several  towns  from  which  they  were  respec- 
tively taken. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  district  of  Orange  lie,  and 
are  hereby  obliged  for  the  future  to  be  at  such  a  propor- 
tion of  the  expence  of  maintaining  the  two  bridges  over 
Miller'' s  and  the  Tully  Rivers  in  the  great  road,  as  those 
inhabitants  taken  from  Athol  were  set  at  in  the  last  valu- 
ation made  in  the  said  town. 

And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  in  case  Aaron  Smith 
and  his  son,  living  on  the  same  farm,  shall  at  any  time 
within  one  year  return  a  certificate  into  the  Secretary's 
office,  of  their  desire  to  belong  to  the  town  of  Athol,  they, 
with  their  estates,  shall  be  considered  as  belonging  to  the 
same. 

And  it  is  further  enacted.  That  the  said  district  may 
join  with  the  town  of  Wariinck  in  the  choice  of  Represent- 
atives ;  and  the  Selectmen  of  the  said  town  of  Warivick 
shall  give  notice  annually,  under  their  hands,  in  writing, 
of  the  time  and  place  of  meeting,  to  the  Clerk  of  the  said 
district,  ten  days  at  the  least  before  the  holding  the  same  ; 
the  Representative  may  be  chosen  indifferently  from  the 
said  town  or  district ;  the  pay  or  allowance  to  be  borne 
by  the  town  and  district,  in  proportion  as  they  shall  from 
time  to  time  pay  to  the  State  tax ;  and  that  the  said  dis- 
trict shall  be  considered  as  part  of  and  to  belong  to  the 
county  of  Hampshire. 

And  it  is  further  enacted.  That  Samuel  Williams,  Esq  ; 
be,  and  hereby  is  impowered  to  issue  his  warrant,  directed 
to  some  principal  inhabitant,  requiring  him  to  warn  and 
give  notice  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  district  to  assem- 
ble and  meet,  at  some  suitable  time  and  place  in  the  said 
district,  to  choose  all  such  officers  as  towns  by  law  are 
required  to  choose  at  their  annual  town  meeting  in  the 
month  of  3Iarch.  October  15^  1783. 
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[September  Session,  ch.  3.] 

AN   ACT  FOR  GRANTING  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES  IN  CONGRESS  (JJid^^^    18 
ASSEMBLED,  CERTAIN  IMPOSTS  AND  DUTIES  UPON  FOREIGN  ^  ' 

GOODS  IMPORTED  INTO  THIS  STATE,  AND  FOR  THE  PURPOSE 
OF  PAYING  THE  PRINCIPAL  AND  INTEREST  OF  THE  DEBT 
CONTRACTED  IN  THE  PROSECUTION  OF  THE  LATE  WAR 
WITH    GREAT  BRITAIN. 

'W^iei-eas  tJie  raismg  money  sufficient  to  discJiarge  this  Preamble. 
State's  quota  of  the  debt  contracted  in  supjjort  of  the  luar 
icith  Great  Britain,  by  taxing  the  polls  and  estates  of  the 
people^  ap)pears  to  be  impracticable ;  and  it  also  appearing 
that  impost  duties,  unless  universcdly  agreed  to  by  all  the 
States,  cannot  be  managed  by  this  State  alone  tvithout 
great  inconvenience : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  That  there  be,  and  there  hereby  is,  granted  to  The  united 
the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  power  to  levy  congress 
within   this   Commonwealth,   for  the  use  of  the  United  Empowered  to 
States,  the  following  duties  upon  goods  imported  into  this  IfJtkfulfon 
State  from  any  foreign  port,  island  or  plantation,  —  That  imported  goods. 
is  to  say. 

Upon  all  Rum  of  Jamaica  proof,  per  gallon,  four-nine-  Articles  dutied. 
tieths  of  a  dollar. 

Upon  all  other  Spirituous  Liquors,  three-ninetieths  of  a 
dollar  per  gallon. 

Upon  every  gallon  of  Madeira  Wine,  twelve-ninetieths 
of  a  dollar. 

Upon  every  gallon  of  all  other  Wines,  six-ninetieths  of  a 
dollar. 

Upon  every  pound  of  common  Bohea  Tea,  six-ninetieths 
of  a  dollar. 

Upon  every  pound  of  other  India  Tea,  twenty-four-nine- 
tieths of  a  dollar. 

Upon  every  pound    of    Pepper,   three-ninetieths    of  a 
dollar. 

Ui)on  every  pound  of  brown  Sugar,  half  a  ninetieth  of 
a  dollar. 

Upon  every  pound  of  loaf  Sugar,   two-ninetieths  of  a 
dollar. 

Upon  every  pound  of  all  other  Sugars,  one-ninetieth  of 
a  dollar. 

Upon  every  gallon  of  Molasses,  one-ninetieth  of  a  dollar. 
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Duties  on  all 
other  imported 
articles  five  per 
centum  ad 
valorem  ;  and 
how  to  be  col- 
lected. 


Proviso. 


Parties  allowed 
an  appeal. 


Collectors  of 
duties  to  be 
appointed  by 
the  General 
Court. 

To  whom  Col- 
lectors are 
accountable  and 
removeable. 


In  case. 


Proviso. 


Upon  every  pouud  of  Cocoa  and  Coffee,  one-ninetieth  of 
a  dollar. 

And  upon  all  other  goods,  a  duty  of  five^;er  centum  ad 
valorem,  at  the  time  and  place  of  importation  ;  to  be  col- 
lected under  such  regulations  as  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled  shall  direct,  provided  such  regula- 
tions do  not  extend  so  far  as  to  subject  any  citizen  of  this 
Commonwealth  to  be  carried  out  of  the  same  for  trial,  or 
to  compel  him  to  answer  to  any  action  without  the  State, 
or  to  deprive  him  of  a  trial  according  to  the  constitution 
and  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  or  to  convict  him  crimi- 
naWy  without  a  trial  by  Jury  or  his  own  voluntary  confes- 
sion in  open  Court,  or  to  impose  excessive  fines,  or  to 
inflict  punishments  w^hich  are  either  cruel  or  unusual  in 
this  Commonwealth,  or  to  break  open  any  dwelling  house, 
store  or  warehouse,  at  any  other  than  the  day  time,  and 
between  the  rising  and  the  sitting  of  the  sun,  or  then, 
without  a  warrant  from  a  lawful  magistrate,  and  issued 
upon  the  oath  of  the  party  requesting  the  same  :  And  also 
provided,  that  the  trial  on  all  seizures  and  questions  under 
this  act,  shall  be  before  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  the 
several  counties  within  this  Commonwealth  where  such 
seizures  shall  be  made  and  such  questions  arise  ;  and  from 
the  judgment  of  the  said  Court,  either  party  shall  be 
allowed  an  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  of  this 
Commonwealth,  before  whom  a  trial  shall  in  all  cases  be 
final  ;  and  that  in  no  case  a  forfeiture  shall  exceed  the 
goods  seized  and  the  vessel  in  Avhich  such  goods  may  be 
imported,  with  her  cargo  :  And  it  is  further  provided,  that 
the  Collectors  of  the  said  duties  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
General  Court  of  this  Commonwealth  ;  which  Collectors, 
when  so  appointed,  shall  be  accountable  to  and  remove- 
able  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  alone  ; 
and  in  case  of  the  death,  resignation,  or  removal  of  any 
Collector,  a  successor  shall  be  appointed  within  thirty 
days  after  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  shall 
give  notice  for  that  purpose,  by  the  General  Court,  if 
sitting,  and  if  not,  by  the  Governor  and  Council ;  and  if  in 
any  case  the  General  Court  and  the  Governor  and  Coun- 
cil shall  neglect  to  supply  a  vacancy  occasioned  as  afore- 
said, Avithin  the  term  of  thirty  days  after  notice  as 
aforesaid,  power  is  hereby  given  to  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled,  to  supply  and  fill  the  same  with  some 
citizen  of  this  Commonwealth.     Provided  also,  that  none 
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of  the  said  duties  shall  be  applied  to  any  other  purpose 
than  the  discharge  of  the  interest  or  })rincipal  of  the  debts 
contracted  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States  for  support- 
ing the  late  war,  and  that  an  annual  account  of  the  pro- 
ceeds and  application  of  the  aforementioned  revenue,  shall 
be  made  out  and  transmitted  to  this  State,  distinguishing 
the  proceeds  of  each  of  the  specified  articles,  and  the 
amount  of  the  whole  revenue  received  from  each  State, 
together  with  the  allowances  made  to  the  several  officers 
emi)loyed  in  the  collection  of  the  said  revenue. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  hij  the  authoriti/  aforesaid. 
That  this  act  shall  be  in  force  and  begin  to  operate,  as  when  this  act 
soon  as  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  shall  '*  °  °^^'^  ^' 
notify  the  General  Court  of  this  Commonwealth,  that  all 
the  other  States  in  the  confederation  have  passed  acts 
m-antino-  to  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  like 
duties,  to  lie  appropriated  in  like  manner,  and  for  the 
space  of  twenty-five  years ;  and  that  it  shall  continue  in  Limitation. 
force  from  that  time  for  the  space  of  twenty-five  years,  in 
the  nature  of  a  grant,  sacred  and  irrevocable  by  any  one 
or  more  of  them,  without  the  concurrence  of  the  whole,  or 
of  a  majority  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  ; 
provided  that  the  monies  arising  from  the  said  revenue, 
and  other  monies  that  may  be  appropriated  for  the  like 
purposes,  be  not  sufficient  to  discharge  the  said  principal, 
debt  and  interest  before  the  said  term  of  twenty-five  years 
is  expired. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  an  act  made  in  the  year  a  former  act 
of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two,  ''^p^''^  • 
intitled,  "  An  act  for  granting  to  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled,  a  permanent  revenue  for  the  purpose 
of  disciiarging  the  debts  which  have  arisen,  or  may  arise,  in 
prosecuting  the  present  war  with  Great  Britain  "  be,  and 
the  same  hereby  is  repealed  and  declared  null  and  void. 

October  20,1783. 

1783.  — Chapter  19. 

[September  Session,  ch.  4.] 

AN  ACT  MAKING  PROVISION  FOR  THE  SUPPORT  AND  MAINTEN-  (J]i(ij>.    19 
ANCE   OF   LIGHT  HOUSES   ON  THE   SEA  COAST    OF  THIS  COM-  ^  ' 

MONWEALTII. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
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Duty  on  vessels 
to  be  paid  to  the 
Naval  Officers. 


Measurement 
how  computed. 

Coasting  vessels 
to  pay  every 
six  months. 


In  case  of 
refusal. 


Duties  how  to 
be  recovered. 


Proviso. 


Allowance  to 
Naval  Officers. 


Naval  Officers 
to  give  bond. 


Monies  how 
appropriated. 


the  scmie,  That  there  shall  be  paid  by  the  master  or 
owner  of  any  vessel  not  employed  in  the  coasting  or  fish- 
ing business,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  November 
next,  into  the  hands  of  the  Naval  Oflicer  where  any  vessel 
shall  clear  out  for  any  port  not  in  this  Commonwealth, 
previous  to  the  clearing  of  the  said  vessel,  a  duty  of  two 
pence  per  ton,  to  be  computed  agreeable  to  the  rules  of 
carpenter's  measurement. 

And  he  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  from 
and  after  the  said  first  day  of  November,  the  master  or 
owner  of  any  coasting  or  fishing  vessel  of  thirty  tons  or 
upwards,  shall  every  six  months,  pay  unto  the  Naval 
Officer  of  the  port  where  such  master  or  owner  may  reside, 
a  duty  at  the  rate  of  four  pence  per  annum  for  each  ton 
the  said  vessel  may  measure,  agreeably  to  the  rules  afore- 
said ;  and  if  the  master  or  owner  of  any  such  coasting  or 
fishing  vessel  shall  refuse  to  pay  as  aforesaid,  the  said 
Naval  Officer  is  hereby  impowered  and  directed,  within 
thirty  days  after  such  payment  may  become  due,  to  sue 
for  and  recover  the  same  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
for  the  county  where  the  said  Naval  Officer  may  hold  his 
office  ;  and  where  the  sum  does  not  exceed  forty  shillings, 
before  any  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  said  county.  And 
the  said  Naval  Officers  are  hereby  directed  to  give  a  cer- 
tificate for  the  receipt  of  the  duties  aforesaid,  for  which 
they  shall  receive  one  shilling,  and  no  more. 

Provided  nevertheless.  That  when  any  such  coasting  or 
fishing  vessel  may  be  employed  in  any  voyages  other  than 
coasting  or  fishing,  so  much  of  the  annual  duty  shall  be 
allowed  by  the  said  Naval  Officer,  as  shall  l)e  in  propor- 
tion to  the  time  they  may  have  been  thus  employed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  each  Naval  Officer  shall  be  allowed  two  per  cent,  out 
of  the  duties  he  may  collect  as  aforesaid,  and  the  remain- 
der thereof  he  shall  every  three  months  pay  unto  the 
Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  once  in  every  year 
shall  render  unto  the  Treasurer  aforesaid,  an  account  on 
oath  of  the  money  he  has  so  received,  and  make  a  settle- 
ment of  the  same.  And  ^le  said  Naval  Officers  shall  each 
of  them  give  bond  to  the  Treasurer  aforesaid,  in  the  sum 
of  one  thousand  pounds,  for  the  faithful  performance  of 
the  services  required  of  them  by  this  act. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  tlie  authority  aforesaid. 
That  all  monies  arising  from  the  aforesaid  duties,  shall  be 
appropriated  to  the  purpose  of  building,  supporting  and 
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maintaining  the  light  houses  on  the  sea  coast  of  this 
Commonwealth,  and  that  the  same  be  drawn  out  of  the 
treasury  for  that  purpose,  by  warrant  under  the  hand  of 
the  Governor,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  Council,  as 
often  as  occasion  may  require  :  And  the  Treasurer  is 
hereby  directed,  once  in  every  year,  to  lay  before  the 
General  Court  an  account  of  the  monies  received  for  the 
said  duties,  with  the  expenditure  of  the  same. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  hy  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  persons  who  are  or  may  be  appointed  from  time  Keepers  of  the 
to  time  to  be  keepers  of  the  light  houses  on  the  sea  coast  Jiuefnuy  uf 
of  this  Commonwealth,  shall  carefully  and  diligently  attend  duty .'^  ^''^''" 
their  duty  at  all  times,  in  kindling  and  keeping  burning 
the  lights  from  sun  setting  to  sun  rising,  and  placing  them 
so  as  they   may  be  most  seen  by  vessels  coming  in  or 
going  out ;  and  upon  conviction  of  neglect  of  their  duty 
before  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  within 
the  county,  shall    be  liable    to  be  fined  according  to  the  penalty. 
degree  or  circumstance  of  the  oifence,  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  pounds,  one-third  thereof  to  the  use  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, and  the  other  two-thirds  thereof  to  the  person 
or  persons  who  shall  inform  of  such  neglect,  and  shall  be 
also  liable  to  an  action  of  damage  brought  by  any  person 
who  may  sutfer  by  such  neglect,  to   be   recovered  in  any 
Court  proper  to  try  the  same.  October  22,  1783. 


CONFIRMING  AN    AGREEMENT  (Jhap.    20 
CONCORD    AND   LINCOLN,  FOR  ^  ' 
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[September  Session,  ch.  5.] 
AN    ACT    FOR    RATIFYING    AND 

BETWEEN    THE    TOWNS    OF    CO: 

THE    MORE    CONVENIENT    BUILDING    AND    REPAIRING   THE 

BRIDGES  OVER  THE  GREAT  RIVER  IN  THE  SAID  TOWNS. 

Whereas  in  and  by  the  act  of  the  General  Court,  passed 
in  April,  07ie  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  four,  for 
incorporating  the  town  of  L,inco\n,  provision  is  made  that 
the  said  toicn  of  Lincoln  shall  pay  their  proportion 
{agreeable  to  what  the  inhabitants  taken  off  from  the  toion 
of  Concord  by  the  act  aforesaid,  paid  in  the  then  last 
tax)  of  the  charges  of  building  and  repairing  a  bridge  or 
bridges  over  the  great  river  in  the  aforesaid  towns  of  Con- 
cord and  Lincoln  : 

And  whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  that  the  aforesaid 

towns  have  entered  into  a  mutual  agreement,  that  for  the 

future  the  town  of  Concord  shall  make  and  maintain  the 

whole  of  the  two  lower  bridges  over  the  said  river,  with 


Preamble. 
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Towns  of  Con- 
cord and 
Lincoln  to  pay 
their  respective 
proportions  of 
certain  bridges. 


their  several  huttments,  and  twenty  one  feet  and  nine 
inches  of  the  westerly  e?id  of  the  most  southerly  bridge, 
with  liberty  of  building  the  buttment  at  the  said  westerly 
end  of  the  said  bridge  six  feet  and  nine  incites  further  into 
the  river  than  the  present,  and  build  and  maintain  an  arch 
fifteen  feet  long;  u'hich  is  to  be  considei'ed  as  the  full  of 
Concord's  pa7't  of  the  present  bridges;  and  the  toivn  of 
Lincoln  to  build  and  for  the  future  maintain  the  remainder 
of  the  most  southerly  bridge  aforesaid,  together  with  the 
east  buttment  of  the  same;  the  town  of  Lincoln  having 
free  liberty  to  bring  the  ends  of  their  string  j^ieces  on  the 
arch  U'hich  the  tovm  of  Concord  shall  build;  ichich  is  to 
be  considered  as  the  town  of  Lincoln's  full  p)art  of  the 
present  bridges  : 

And  whereas  it  has  been  moved  to  this  Court  to  ratify 
and  confirm  the  aforesaid  agreement : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  the  aforesaid  agreement  shall 
be  and  hereby  is  ratified  and  confirmed,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  ;  and  that  each  of  the  towns  aforesaid  shall  be 
held  and  obliged  to  build  and  maintain  their  respective 
proportions  of  the  bridges  aforesaid,  as  specified  therein, 
the  aforesaid  act  notwithstanding. 

And  ivhereas  the  ivesterly  buttment  of  the  most  southerly 
bridge  before  mentioned,  which  is  allotted  to  the  toivn  of 
Concord  to  build  and  tnaintain,  has  been  since  the  making 
the  aforesaid  agreement,  built  with  stone  six  feet  and  nine 
inches  farther  into  the  river  than  the  place  ivhere  the  old 
buttment  then  stood: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That 
the  stone  buttment  where  it  now  stands,  shall  forever  be 
the  place  from  which  the  fifteen  feet  for  the  town  of  Con- 
cord to  build  and  maintain  an  arch,  shall  be  measured. 

October  22,  1783. 


Chap.  21 


Preamble. 
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[September  Session,  ch.  6.] 
AN  ACT  TO  REGULATE  THE  CATCHING  OF  SALMON,  SHAD  AND 
ALEWIVES,  AND  TO  REMOVE  AND  PREVENT  OBSTRUCTIONS 
IN  MERIMACK  RIVER,  AND  IN  THE  OTHER  RIVERS  AND 
STREAMS  RUNNING  INTO  THE  SAME,  WITHIN  THIS  COM- 
MONWEALTH, AND  FOR  REPEALING  SEVERAL  ACTS  HERE- 
TOFORE   MADE    FOR   THAT   PURPOSE. 

Whereas  the  salmon,  shad  and  alewives,  taA-en  in  Meri- 
mack  River  and  streams  running  into  the  same,  have  been 
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of  great  service  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  Commonwealth ; 
and  as  the  fish  in  the  said  rivers  and  streams  may  here- 
after he  of  (jreat  service  to  the  'people  of  this  Common- 
ivealth,  as  well  as  to  those  of  New  Hampshire,  if  proper 
care  is  taken  to  prevent  the  unnecessary  destriiction  thereof; 
and  whereas  by  constant  fishing  with  seines,  nets  and 
jjots,  and  erecting  weirs  and  otlier  incumbrances,  to  pre- 
vent tJte  passage  and  facilitate  the  taking  of  the  said  fish, 
they  are  greatly  diminished,  and  there  is  great  danger  of 
their  being  totally  destroyed  : 

Tlierefore  be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  oj 
Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  an  act  passed  in  the  fifth  year  Acts  repealed. 
of  the  reign  of  George  the  third,  King  of  Great  Britain, 
intitled,  "  An  act  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  salmon  and 
other  fish  in  Meriniacl*:  River, '^  and  another  act  passed  the 
sixth  year  of  the  said  reign,  intitled,  "  An  act  for  amend- 
ing the  aforesaid  act,"  and  one  act,  intitled,  "An  act  in 
addition  to  the  two  acts  aforesaid,"  together  with  all  the 
subsequent  acts  continuing  the  same,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  repealed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afoi'esaid, 
That  no  person  or  persons,  whatever,  be  allowed  from  and  faTch^fish  in*" 
after  the  passing-  this  act,  to  catch  anv  salmon,  shad  or  any  part  of 

.  .^  u.       r     ^T      •  in-"  •  •  Menmack 

alewives,  in  anv  part  ot  Menmack  Itiver,  or  m  any  river  River morethan 

,  j^     •  A.  •  •     J.       xi  •J_^   •       three  daj's  in  a 

or  stream  centering  to  or  running  into  the  same,  within  week. 
this  Commonwealth,  oftener  or  more  than  three  days  in  a 
week ;  the  days  to  be  Tuesday,  Wednesday  and  Thurs- 
day in  each  week,  and  from  midnight  preceding  Tuesday 
to  midnight  succeeding  Thursday  ;  and  if  any  person  or  in  case. 
persons  shall  catch  any  salmon,  shad  or  alewives  in  Meri- 
mack  River,  or  in  any  river    or  stream  centering  to   or 
running  into  the  same,  or  shall  drag  any  seine  or  drag  net, 
or  set  any  pot  or  net,  or  any  other  machine,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  catching  any  of  the  said  fish,  at  any  other  time  or 
place  than  by  this  act  is  allowed,  in  the  said  rivers  and 
streams,  and  within  this  Commonwealth,  each  and  every 
person  so   offending,   shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  each  and  Penalty. 
every  such  offence,  the  sum  of  five  pounds,  and  the  seine, 
net,  pot  or  other  machine,  so  used,  shall  be  forfeited. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That    all    weirs,    fences    and    other    incumbrances    now  ah  obstructions 
erected,  or  that  shall  hereafter  he  erected  in   any  part  of  course ofThe 
Merimack  River,  or  the  other  rivers  and  streams  center-  demoHshed. 
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Persons  causins 
incumbrances, 
—  on  convic- 
tion; penalty. 


Persons  not  to 
catch  tish  with 
seines,  5ic.  at 
the  entrance  of 
any  of  the 
rivers. 


Penalty. 


Persons  not  to 
catch  salmon, 
&c.  with  seines 
or  nets  more 
than  18  rods  in 
length. 


Persons  pre- 
suming; 
penalty. 


Persons  an- 
nually to  be 
chosen  to  see 
that  this  act  is 
duly  observed. 


ins:  to  or  runnino;  into  the  same,  within  this  Common- 
wealth,  for  stopping  the  coarse  of  the  tish,  or  to  facilitate 
the  taking  the  said  fish  by  seines,  nets,  pots  or  otherwise, 
shall  be  deemed  common  nuisance,  and  as  such  shall  be 
pulled  down  and  demolished ;  and  any  person  or  pei'sons 
that  shall  hereafter  erect  any  such  weirs,  fences  or  other 
incumbrance,  or  that  shall  continue  such  already  erected, 
on  due  conviction  thereof,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not 
exceeding  twenty  pounds,  nor  less  than  five  pounds. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  no  person  or  persons,  from  and  after  the  passing  this 
act,  shall  at  any  time  catch  any  salmon,  shad  or  ale  wives 
with  seines,  nets,  pots  or  any  other  way,  at  the  mouth  or 
entrance  of  any  of  the  aforesaid  rivers  or  streams  (or  within 
eighty  rods  of  the  same)  into  which  such  fish  usually  go 
up  to  cast  their  spaAvn,  nor  in  any  ponds  from  which  such 
rivers  or  streams  proceed,  nor  in  any  brooks  or  rivulets 
that  run  into  such  ponds,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  for  each 
otfence  the  sum  of  five  pounds. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  no  person  or  persons,  whatsoever,  from  and  after  the 
passing  this  act,  shall  catch  any  salmon,  shad  or  alewives, 
with  seines  or  nets  more  than  eighteen  rods  in  length,  in 
the  said  Merimack  River,  nor  extend  more  than  one  seine 
or  net  at  a  time  for  the  purpose  of  catching  the  said  fish  ; 
and  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  presume  to  fish  with  a 
seine  or  net  exceeding  the  length  aforesaid,  or  extend  two 
or  more  seines  or  nets  on  the  same  fishing  ground  at  one 
and  the  same  time,  he  shall  for  each  ofience  forfeit  and  pay 
the  sum  of  ten  pounds,  and  such  seines  or  nets  shall  also 
be  forfeited. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  from  and  after  the  pass- 
ing this  act,  every  town  in  this  Commonwealth  bordering 
on  Merimack  River,  and  in  which  there  are  any  ponds, 
rivers  or  streams  centering  to  or  emptying  themselves  into 
Merimack  River,  where  salmon,  shad  or  alewives,  would, 
if  not  obstructed,  go  up  to  spawn,  shall  at  their  annual 
March  meeting  annually  choose,  by  ballot,  at  least  four 
suitable  and  fit  persons,  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  jointly  or 
severally,  to  see  that  this  act,  and  the  acts  for  keeping 
open  sluiceways  in  dams,  be  duly  observed,  and  to  inform 
against  any  person  or  persons  that  shall  otfend  against  the 
said  acts,  and  to  examine  and  measure  the  seines  and  nets 
used  in  catching  the  said  fish,  and  to  see  that  all  obstruc- 
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tions  in  the  rivers  and  streams  aforesaid  be  removed,  and 

to  prosecute  all  breaches  of  the  said  acts  ;  and  all  persons  Persons  chosen 

so  chosen  shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  their 

duty  in  such  office  :  And  if  any  person  chosen   as   afore-  Persons  refus- 

said  shall  refuse  to  be  sworn,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  p"enauy^*'^'"^°' 

sum   of  forty  shillings,  for  the   use   of  the   poor  of  such 

town,  to  l)e  recovered  by  the  Town  Treasurer,  and  such  How  to  be 

'  '^  ,  .'  .  recovered. 

town  shall  proceed  to  a  new  choice,  and  so  toties  quoties; 
and  any  person  who  shall  refuse  or  prevent  the  person  or 
persons  so  chosen  from  measuring  any  seine  or  net  which 
shall  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  taking  fish  in  the  said 
river,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  live  pounds. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  on  complaint  made  to  on  complaint 
any  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  where  any  oflence  the'^PMce?^° 
against  this  act  shall  be  committed,  against  any  person  or 
persons  for  breach  of  this  act,  or  upon  view  of  any  Justice, 
such  Justice  is  hereby  impowered  to  issue  his  warrant  to 
apprehend  such  offender  or  offenders,  and  cause  him  or 
them  to  find  sufficient  sureties  for  their  appearance  at  the 
then  next  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the 
said  county,  to  answer  for  their  said  offence,  and  on  ftiilure 
of  finding  sureties  as  aforesaid,  to  commit  him  or  them  to 
the  common  goal  of  the  said  county  ;  and  such  Justice  is 
also  required  to  bind  over  the  witnesses  against  such 
offending  person  or  persons. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  fines  and  forfeitures  how  fines  and 
incurred  by  breach  of  this  act,  shall  be  recovered  by  bill,  to 'be' recovered. 
plaint  or  information,   in  any  of  the   Courts    of  Record 
within  this  Commonwealth  proper  to  try  the  same  ;  and 
all  Grand  Jurors  are  hereby  injoined  diligently  to  inquire 
after  and  duly  to  present  such  offence. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  fines  and  forfeitures  To  whom  fines 
incurred  by  any  offence  committed  against  this  act,  shall  shaiunu'Jer 
enure  the  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  poor  of  the  town  where 
the  offence   shall  be  committed,  and  the  other  moiety  to 
him  or  them  who  shall  make  information  of  the  same. 

Provided  ahcai/.s,  That  the  said  fish  may  be  taken  in  Proviso. 
the  mouth  of  Concord  River,  with  pots,  nets  and  seines, 
(within  eighty  rods  of  the  same)  two  days  in  a  week  ;  the 
days  to  be  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  from  midnight  pre- 
ceding Tuesday  to  midnight  succeeding  Wednesday : 
And  provided  also.  That  the  inhabitants  of  Concord, 
Sudbury  and  East  Sudbury,  may  erect  weirs  within  their 
respective   towns,   for  taking  fish  in    Concord  River,  on 
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Tuesday,  Wednesday  and  Thursday  of  each  week,  as  is 
provided  in  this  act,  but  the  said  weirs  to  be  kept  open  at 
all  other  times.  October  24,  17S3. 


Chaii.  22 
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[September  Session,  ch.  7.] 

AN     ACT    TO    PREVENT    THE    DESTRUCTION    OF    WHITE     PINE 
TREES  IN  THIS   COMMONWEALTH. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Houne  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
Persons  (Jiq  same.  That  if  any  person,  after  the  publication  of  this 

White  Pine  trees  act,  shall  cut,  fell  or  dcstroy  any  White  Pine  tree,  which 
dira'^lnstons        is,  or  shall  1)6  at  the   time   of  felling  or  destroying  the 
penaRy'/"'^"''^*  Same,  of  the  diameter  of  twenty-four  inches,  or  upwards 
of  twelve  inches  from  the  ground,  growing  or  standing  on 
any  tract  of  land  within  any  part  of  this  Commonwealth, 
not  the  property  of  any  private  person  or  persons,  with- 
out licence  first  had  and  obtained  for  so  doing,  from  this 
Legislature  ;  or  be  aiding  and  assisting  therein,  or  in  draw- 
ing away  the  same  after  so  cut  or  felled  ;  he  shall  forfeit 
How  to  be         tlie  sum  of  thirty  pounds,  to  be  recovered  })y  l)ill,  indict- 
ment  or  information,  in  any  Court  of  Record  in  this  Com- 
monwealth proper  to  try  the  same  ;  two  thirds  thereof  to  • 
the  use  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  one  third   thereof  to 
the  informer  ;  and  the  sum  of  three  pounds  for  any  other 
White  Pine  tree  on  the  land  aforesaid,  to  be  recovered  as 
Proviso.  aforesaid,  and    to  the  uses    before  mentioned ;  provided 

such  prosecution  be  commenced  within  two  years  from  the 
time  when  the  otfence  shall  be  committed. 

October  24,  1783. 

1783.  —  Chapter  23. 

[September  Session,  cti.  8.j 

CJlClV.    23  ^N  ACT  FOR  ALTERING  AND  AMENDING  ONE  CLAUSE   OR  PART 

^  *  OF   AN   ACT  MADE   AND   PASSED   THE    LAST  SITTING    OF   THE 

GENERAL    COURT,    INTITLED,    "AN     ACT     FOR    REGULATING 

PILOTAGE   IN   SEVERAL    PORTS   IN    THIS    COMMONWEALTH." 

Whereas  it  is  found  by  exjoerience  that  keeping  decked 
boats  for  the  advantage  of  inlotage  on  the  coasts  of 
Martha's  Vineyard,  doth  not  answer  the  good  design 
iritended  by  the  act  aforesaid: 

Therefore  be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives   in    General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 


Preamble. 
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authority  of  the  same,  That  the    Branch  Pilots  for  the  Branch  puots 
coasts    of  Martlia's  Vineyard  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  Martha°8°vine- 
severally  exempted  from  that  part  of  their  duty  required  fi^'om  proving 
by  the  act  aforesaid,  which  obliges  them  to  be  provided  decked  boats. 
with  decked  boats. 

And  it  is  further  enacted  hy  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  in  lieu  of  decked  boats,  each  of  said  Pilots  shall  J" b^'^provXi 
be  provided  with  a  suital^le  row  boat.  And  the  Branch  withsuuabie 
Pilots  for  the  coasts  of  Martlia's  Vineyard  shall  always 
hereafter  jointly  keep  in  good  repair  one  small  vessel,  of 
about  twenty  tons,  for  the  purpose  mentioned  in  the  afore- 
said law. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Governor,  with  the  Governor  with 
advice  of  Council,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  impowered,  to  couucnto 
regulate  and  state  the  fees  of  the  several  Pilots  on  the  onheBtverar*^^ 
coasts  of  this  Commonwealth,   and  alter  the  same  from  ^'^°'^' 
time  to  time,  as  circumstances  shall  require. 

October  24,  1783. 

1783.  —  Chapter  24. 

[January  Session,  ch.  1.] 

AN    ACT    PRESCRIBING    THE     MANNER    OF    DEVISING    LANDS,  (JJian     24 
TENEMENTS    AND   HEREDITAMENTS.  ^  ' 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives   in   General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  same.  That  every  person  lawfully  seized  of  an}^  Persons  seized 
lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments,  within  this  State,  in  °m|fo"wered*'to 
his  or  her  own  right,  in  fee  simple,  or  for  the  life  or  lives  devi°rthe same 
of  any  other  person  or  persons  of  the  ao;e  of  twenty-one  as  weii  by  wiii ' 
years  and  upwards,  and  of  sane  mind,  shall  have  power 
to  give,  -dispose  of  and  devise  the  same,  as  well  by  last 
will  and  testament  in  writing,  as  otherways  by  any  act 
executed  in  his  or  her  life  time,  to  and  among  his  or  her 
children,  or  others,  as  he  or  she  shall  think  fit. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  all  devises  and  bequests  of  any  lands  or  tenements,  ah  devises  and 
shall  be  in  writing,  and  signed  by  the  party  so  devising  hfn'dTI-c  °to  be 
the  same,  or  by  some  person  in  his  presence  and  by  his  signed  by'the'^ 
express  direction,  and  shall  be  attested  and  subscribed  in  Pf^\^e°a''^e'*" 
the  presence  of  the  said  devisor,  by  three  or  more  credi-  and  attested. 
ble  witnesses,  or  else  shall  be  utterly  void  and  of  no  eflect. 
And  moreover,  no  devise  in  writing,  of  lands,  tenements  no  devise  in 
and  hereditaments,  or  any  clause  thereof,  shall  be  revoca-  lands  &'c.  to  be 
ble,  otherways  than  by  some  other  w^ll  or  codicil  in  writ-  wayrtha'n? 
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ing,  or  other  writing  declaring  the  same,  or  by  burning, 
cancelling,  tearing  or  obliterating  the  same  by  the  testator 
himself,  or  in  his  presence  and  by  his  direction  and  con- 
sent ;  but  all  devises  and  bequests  of  lands  and  tenements, 
shall  remain  and  continue  in  full  force  until  the  same  be 
burnt,  cancelled,  torn  or  obliterated  by  the  testator,  or 
his  direction,  in  manner  aforesaid,  or  unless  the  same  be 
altered  by  some  other  will  or  codicil,  or  other  writing  of 
the  devisor,  signed  in  the  presence  of  three  or  more  wit- 
nesses, declaring  such  alteration. 
No  nuncupative      ^j?cZ  he  it  fuvthev  eiiacted.  That  no   nuncupative  will 

will  to  be  good,  ./  '  i 

where  the  shall  be  ffood,  where  the  estate  thereby  bequeathed  shall 

queathed  shall    cxcccd  the  valuc  of  fifty  pouuds,  that  is  not  proved   by 
vaiuefthafia'*'"  the  oath  of  three  witnesses  (at  the  least)  that  were  pres- 
°°t Pg™g"'  ^'^     ent  at  the  making  thereof,  nor  unless   it   be  proved  that 
the  testator  at  the  time  of  pronouncing  the  same,  did  bid 
the  persons  present,  or  some  of  them,  to  bear  witness  that 
such  was  his  will,  or  to  that  effect,  nor  unless  such  nuncu- 
pative will  were  made  in  the  time  of  the  last  sickness  of 
the  deceased,  and  in  the  house  of  his  or  her  habitation  or 
dwelling,  or  where  he  or  she  had  been  resident  for  the 
space  of  ten  days  or  more,  next  before  the  making  of  such 
will ;  except  where  such  person  was  unexpectedly  taken 
sick,  being  from  home,  and  died  before  be  or  she  returned 
to  the  place  of  his  or  her  habitation. 
Probate  of  nun-       Aiid  be  it  fuitJier  enacted.  That  no  letters  testamentarv, 

cupative  wills.  -'  .  -ii        i      11  1  1    "  J. 

or  probate  ot  any  nuncupative  will,  shall  pass  the  seal  ot 
any  Court  of  Probate,    till  fourteen  days    (at  the  least) 
after  the  decease  of  the  testator  be  fully  expired,  nor  shall 
any  nuncupative  will  be  at  any  time  approved  and  allowed, 
unless  process  shall  have  first  issued  to  call  in  the  widow 
and  other  person  or  persons  principally  interested,  if  resi- 
dent within  the  government,  to  the  end  they  may  contest 
the  same  if  they  please. 
No  testimony  to      And  he  it  further  euQcted ,  Th^t  after  six  months  shall 
prove  such  will  have    passcd    after  speaking  any  pretended  testamentary 
unless^. '"*^°^'^^'    words,  uo  testimony  shall  be  received  to  prove  the  same 
as  a  nuncupative  will,  unless  the  said  words,  or  the  sub- 
stance  thereof,  were   reduced  to  writing  within   six  daj's 
after  the  same  testamentary  words  were  spoken. 

No  written  will      And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  will  in  writino:,  con- 
to  be  repeated,  ,  111  1  1    11  1 
but  by  writing,   ccming  any  goods,  chattels  or  personal  estate,  shall  be 

repealed,  nor  shall  any  clause  or  bequest  therein  be  altered 

or  changed  by  any  words  or  will,  by  word  of  mouth  only, 

except  the  same  be  in  the  life  time  of  the  testator  com- 


except. 
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mitted  to  writing  and  read  to  the  testator,  and  allowed  by 
him  in  the  presence  of  three  credible  witnesses  at  the 
least.  Provided  always.  That  notwithstanding  this  act,  Proviso. 
any  soldier  being  in  actual  military  service,  or  any  mariner 
or  seaman  being  at  sea,  may  dispose  of  his  moveables, 
wages  and  other  personal  estate,  as  he  might  have  done 
before  the  making  of  this  act. 

And  he   it  fartJier  enacted,  That  when   any  child  shall  rosthumous 

1  i       1       'i  f  1  1  1  />      1  /.     I  .1  chikhen  to  have 

happen  to  be  born  alter  the  death  ot  the  tather,  without  a  proportion. 
having  any  provision  made  in  his  will,  every  such  post- 
humous child  shall  have  right  and  interest  in  the  estate 
of  his  or  her  father,  in  like  manner  as  if  the  father  had 
died  intestate,  and  the  same  shall  be  assigned  to  him  or 
her  accordingly,  and  in  every  such  case  the  Judge  of  Pro- 
bate shall  issue  his  warrant  as  in  case  of  intestate  estates, 
to  assign  to  such  posthumous  child  a  share  in  his  or  her 
father's  estate,  equal  to  what  he  would  have  inherited  if 
his  or  her  father  had  died  intestate,  and  the  same  shall  be 
taken  in  proportion  from  the  devisees  and  legatees  who 
own  the  estate  by  virtue  of  such  will. 

And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  any  child  or  children,  children  not 
or  their  legal  representatives  in  case  of  their  death,  not  gi'l-JiUn'the'^wiii 
having  a  legacy  given  him,  her  or  them,  in  the  will  of  their  ^ihavea'^pro-'^' 
father  or  mother,  shall  have  a  proportion  of  the  estate  of  P^'V^'^^f^^^, 

.  .  1   .  estate  assigned. 

their  parents  assigned  unto  him,  her  or  them,  as  though 
such  parent  had  died  intestate,  —  provided  such  child,  P''°"*<'- 
children  or  grandchildren,  have  not  had  an  equal  propor- 
tion of  the  deceased's  estate  bestowed  on  him,  her  or  them, 
in  the  deceased's  life  time.  And  when  any  child,  grand- 
child or  other  relation,  having  a  devise  of  personal  estate 
or  real  estate,  and  such  devisee  shall  die  before  the  testa- 
tor, leaving  lineal  descendants,  such  descendants  shall 
take  the  estate,  real  or  personal,  in  the  same  way  and 
manner  such  devisee  would  have  done  in  case  he  had  sur- 
vived the  testator,  any  law,  usage  or  custom,  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding :  Also  the  widow  in  all  cases  may 
waive  the  provision  made  for  her  in  the  will  of  her  deceased 
husband,  and  claim  her  dower  and  have  the  same  assigned 
her,  in  the  same  manner  as  though  her  husband  had  died 
intestate,  in  which  case  she  shall  receive  no  benefit  from 
such  provision,  unless  it  appears  by  the  will  plainly  the 
testator's  intention  to  be  in  addition  to  her  dower.  And 
as  it  may  sometimes  happen  that  a  will  respecting  lands 
and    personal    estate,  through    inattention,  or  otherwise, 
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■Wills  in  writing 
offered  for  pro- 
bate not  attested 
and  subscribed, 
not  to  be  ap- 
proved and 
allowed. 


All  estates  real 
or  personal  not 
devised  or  be- 
queathed, how 
distributed. 


Persons  attest- 
ing the  execu- 
tion of  wills,  to 
whom,  kc. 


In  case. 


may  be  attested  and  subscribed  by  a  less  number  of  credi- 
ble witnesses  than  this  act  directs,  for  devising  lands, 
tenements  and  hereditaments,  which  if  approved  and 
allowed  as  a  testament  of  personal  estate  onli/,  might 
defeat  the  original  intention  of  the  devisor  respecting  the 
settlement  of  his  estate  : 

Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  hy  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  any  will  in  writing  hereafter  offered  for  probate, 
which  purports  a  disposition  of  both  real  and  personal 
estate,  that  shall  not  be  attested  and  subscribed  as  this  act 
directs,  for  the  devising  of  lands,  tenements,  and  heredita- 
ments, shall  not  be  approved  and  allowed  as  a  testament 
of  personal  estate  only. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  such  estate,  real  or 
personal,  that  is  not  devised  or  bequeathed  in  the  last  will 
and  testament  of  any  person,  hereafter  to  be  proved,  shall 
be  distributed  in  the  same  manner  as  if  it  were  an  intes- 
tate estate,  and  the  executor  or  executors  shall  administer 
on  the  same  as  such.  And  whereas  doubts  may  arise  Avho 
are  to  be  deemed  and  taken  as  legal  and  credible  witnesses 
to  wills  : 

Be  it  further  enacted  hy  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if 
any  person  hath  attested  or  shall  attest  the  execution  of 
any  will  or  codicil,  to  whom  any  beneficial  devise,  legac}^, 
estate,  interest,  gift,  or  appointment  of,  or  atiecting  any 
real  or  personal  estate,  other  than  and  except  charges  on 
lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments,  for  the  payment  of 
any  debt  or  debts,  shall  be  thereby  given  or  made,  such 
devise,  legacy,  estate,  interest,  gift  or  appointment,  shall, 
so  far  only  as  concerns  such  person  attesting  the  execu- 
tion of  such  will  or  codicil,  or  any  person  claiming  under 
him,  be  utterly  void,  and  such  person  shall  be  admitted 
as  a  witness  to  the  execution  of  such  will  or  codicil,  such 
devise,  legacy,  estate,  interest,  gift  or  appointment,  not- 
withstanding. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case,  by  any  will  or 
codicil  already  made  or  hereafter  to  be  made,  any  lands, 
tenements,  or  hereditaments,  are  or  shall  be  charged  with 
any  debt  or  debts,  and  any  creditor  whose  debt  is  so 
charged  hath  attested  or  shall  attest  the.  execution  of  such 
will  or  codicil,  every  such  creditor,  notwithstanding  such 
charge,  shall  be  admitted  as  a  witness  to  the  execution  of 
such  will  or  codicil. 

And  be   it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person    hath 
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attested  or  shall  attest  the  execution  of  any  will  or  codicil.  Persons  attest. 

.  i      ,1  ing  the  execu- 

to  whom   an}'  legacy  or  bequest   is   or  shall   be   thereby  t>'^n  of  w>i'8.-^c- 
^iven,  and  such  person,  before  he  or  she  shall  give  his  or  c?ero°'bequest8 
her  testimony  concerning  the  execution  of  any  such  will  they^a^fto^°^ 
or   codicil,  shall   have    been   paid,  or  have    accepted   or  „e™ggf'^ ''^  ^^'''" 
released,  or  shall  refuse  to  accept  such  legacy  or  bequest 
upon  tender  thereof,  such  person  shall  be  admitted  as  a 
witness  to  the  execution  of  such  will  or  codicil,  notwith- 
standing such  legacy  or  bequest.     Provided  alwai/s,  That  Proviso. 
the  credit  of  such  witnesses  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  subject 
to  the   consideration   of  the   Court  or  Jury  before  whom 
such  witness  or  witnesses  may  be  examined,  or  his  or  her 
testimony  or  attestation  made  use  of,  in  like  manner  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  as  the  credit  of  other  witnesses   in 
all  other  causes  ought  to  be  considered  of  and  determined. 

And  he  it  furtJiev  enacted,  Thai  in   case  any  legatee  as  in  case  legatees 
aforesaid,  who  hath  attested  the  execution   of  any  will  or  fntteafeuml^ 
codicil  already  made,  or  shall  attest  the  execution  of  any  of  the  testator. 
■will  or  codicil  which  shall   hereafter  be  made,  shall  have 
died  in  the  life  time  of  the  testator,  or  before  he  or  she 
shall  have  received  or  released  the  legacy  or  bequest  so 
given  him  or  her  as  aforesaid,  and  before  he  or  she  shall 
have  refused  to  receive  such  legacy  or  bequest  on  tender 
made  thereof,  such  legatee  shall  be  deemed  a  legal  witness 
to  the  execution  of  such  will  or  codicil,  within  the  intent 
of  this  act,  notwithstanding  such  legacy  or  bequest. 

And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  no  person  to  whom  any  no  person  to 
beneficial  estate,  interest,   gift  or  appointment,  shall  be  ^ai°estates,  i-c. 
given  or  made,  wdiich  is  hereby  enacted  to  be  null  and  are  herTby^'e^u.'''^ 
void  as  aforesaid,  or  who  shall  have  refused  to  receive  any  acted  to  be  nuii 

'  .  ./     and  void,  or  who 

such  legacy  or  bequest  on  tender  made  as  aforesaid,  and  have  refused  to 
who  shall  have  been  examined  as  a  witness  concerning  the  legacies',  eiiaii 
execution*  of  such  will  or  codicil,  shall,  after  he  or  gj^e '^®'^''°'''^^'=- 
shall  have  been  so  examined,  demand  or  receive  any  profit 
or  benefit  of  or  from  any  such  estate,  interest,   gift   or 
appointment,  so  given  or  made  to  him  or  her  in  and  by 
any  such  will  or  codicil ;  or  demand,   receive  or  accept, 
from  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  any  such  legacy 
or  bequest,  or  any  satisfaction    or  compensation  for  the 
same,  in  any  manner  whatever. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  hu  the  authority  aforesaid.  Executors  to 

rpi      ,    ...  ^  ,  A  r   4.1  -ii        c  cause  probate  of 

Ihat  it  any  executor  or  executors  of  the  will  of  any  per-  wiiistobemade 
son    deceased,    knowing   of  their  being    so    named    and  ITextafter'^fhe 
appointed,    shall   not    within  thirty  days  next    after  the  *^*''*'°'"'* ''''*'^- 
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decease  of  the  testator,  cause  such  will  to  be  proved  and 
recorded  in  the  Register  of  Probate's  Office,  of  the  same 
county  where  the  deceased  person  last  dwelt,  or  present 
the  said  will,  and  in  writing  declare  his,  her  or  their 
refusal ;  every  executor  so  neglecting  his  or  her  trust  and 
duty  in  that  behalf,  (without  just  excuse  made  and  accepted 

nlgiect'/"'"  by  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  such  delay)  shall  forfeit  the 
sum  of  five  pounds  a  month,  from  and  after  the  expiration 
of  the  said  thirty  days,  until  he,  she  or  they  shall  cause 
probate  of  such  will  to  be  made,  or  present  the  same   as 

How  recovered,  aforcsaid  ;  cvcry  such  forfeiture  to  be  had  and  recovered 
by  action  of  debt  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  in  the 
same  county,  one  moiety  for  him  or  them  that  shall  sue 
for  the  same,  and  the  other  moiety  for  the  use  of  the 
legatees  named  in  the  same  will  ;  and  upon  any  such 
refusal  of  the  executor  or  executors,  the  Judge  of  Probate 
shall  commit  administration  of  the  estate  of  the  deceased, 
with  the  will  annexed,  unto  the  widow  or  next  of  kin  to 
the  deceased,  or  one  or  more  of  the  devisees,  or  in  case  of 
their  refusal,  to  one  or  more  of  the  principal  creditors,  as 
he  shall  think  fit.  And  if  any  person  shall  alienate  or 
embezzle  any  of  the  goods  or  chattels  of  any  deceased  per- 
son, before  he  or  she  have  taken  out  letters  of  adminis- 
tration and  exhibited  a  true  inventory  of  all  the  known 
estate  of  the  person  deceased,  every  such  person  shall 
stand  chargeable  and  be  liable  to  the  actions  of  the  credit- 
ors and  other  persons  aggrieved,  as  being  executors  in 
their  own  wrong. 

Sv^bondVand      -^''<^^  ^^  ^^  further  enacted,  That  every  executor  named 

to  return  an  In-  i^  a  will  hereafter  to  be  proved,  and  taking  upon  him  that 

V6ntorv  into  tuG  cr       i. 

Probate  office;  trust  by  proviug  the  same,  shall  give  bond  to  the  Judge 
of  Probate,  with  sufficient  surety  or  sureties,  to  return 
upon  oath  a  true  and  perfect  inventory  of  the  testator's 
estate  into  the  Probate  office,  within  three  months,  and  to 
render  an  account  of  his  proceedings  thereon,  in  the  same 
manner  administrators  are  by  law  obliged  to  be  bound, 
unless  such  executor  or  executors  are  residuary  legatees, 
in  which  case  bonds  may  be  given  by  him  or  them  to  pay 

In  case  of         i\^q  dcbts  and  leoacies  of  the  testator  ;  and  in   case  such 

neglect.  J^  r>         i  /» 

executor  or  executors  shall  neglect  or  refuse,  for  the  space  or 
twenty  days,  to  give  bond  as  aforesaid,  the  Judge  of  Pro- 
bate may  commit  administration  of  the  estate  of  such  tes- 
tator, with  the  will  annexed,  to  some  other  person,  in 
like    manner   as    he    may    grant    the    same    when    the 
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executor  refuses  the  trust ;  and  when  the  executor  is 
under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  at  the  time  of  proving 
the  will,  administration  may  be  granted,  with  the  will 
annexed,  during  the  minority  of  such  executor.  And 
where  there  are  divers  persons  named  executors,  in  any  will 
hereafter  to  be  proved,  none  shall  intermeddle  and  act  as 
such,  but  those  who  actually  give  bond  as  aforesaid.     And  Executor  being 

.  •11  1      •  residuary 

any  executor    liemg   a    residuary  legatee,  may    bring  an  legatee  may  sue 

,•  ,•  j_'j_i'  J  ,  n  liis  co-executor. 

action  or  account  against  his  co-executor  or  executors  oi 
the  estate  of  the  testator  in  his  or  their  hands,  and  may 
also  sue  for  and  recover  his  equal  and  proportionable  part 
thereof;  and  any  other  residuary  legatee  shall  have  like 
remedy  against  the  executors.  And  any  person  having  a 
legacy  given  in  any  last  will,  may  sue  for  and  recover  the 
same  at  the  common  law. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  hy  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  when  any  testator  in  and  by  his  last  will  and  testa- 
ment, hath  given,  or  shall  give,  any  chattels  or  real  estate 
to  any  person  or  persons,  and  the  same  shall  be  taken  in 
execution  for  the  payment  of  the  testator's  debts,  or  shall 
be  sold  therefor  as  the  law  provides,  in  such  case  all  the 
other  legatees,  devisees,  and  heirs,  shall  refund  their  aver- 
age or  proportional  part  of  such  loss  to  such  person  or 
persons  from  whom  the  bequest  shall  be  so  taken  away, 
and  he  or  they  shall  and  may  maintain  a  suit  or  action  at 
law  to  compel  such  contribution. 

And  J)e  it  further  enacted  hy  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  when  any  executor  or  executors  of  any  last  will  and  Executors  or 

•^  .     .  .  -'  admimstrators 

testament,  or  administrator  ot  an    intestate   estate,   shall  residing  without 
reside  without  the  limits  of  this  government,  at  the  time  refusi'ng'to™*^" 
of  taking  upon  him  that  trust,  or  shall  afterwards  remove  account'.^*^"^ 
out  of  this  government,  and  shall  neglect  or  refuse  after 
due  notice  from   the   Judge    of  Probate,    to    render   his 
account  and  make  a  settlement   of  such  estate  with  the 
creditors,  legatees,  or  heirs,  or  their  legal  representatives  ; 
or    when    any    executor    or    administrator    shall    become 
insane,  or  otherwise  incapable  of,  or  evidently  unsuitable 
to  discharge  the  trust  reposed  in  him  ;  the  Judges  of  Pro-  Judges  of  Pro- 
bate in  their  respective  counties  within  this  government,  insuchca^s!^^ 
are  authorized  and  impowered  in  such  cases,  to  grant  let- 
ters of  administration,  with  the  will  annexed,  (or  other- 
ways  as  the  case  may  require)  to  such  person  within  this 
government,  as  to  the  said  Judge  shall   seem   meet :  And 
the    administrator  thus  appointed,  shall  have    the    same 


558  1783.  — Chapter  25. 

power  and  authority  to  administer  the  estate  of  the 
deceased,  not  administered  upon  by  such  former  executor 
or  administrator,  and  be  subjected  to  the  same  duties,  in 
as  full  and  ample  a  manner,  as  if  the  executor  or  adminis- 
trator so  removed  or  residing  without  this  government  as 
aforesaid,  were  actually  dead.  And  when  a  Femme  sole 
shall  jointly  with  one  or  more  persons,  be  appointed  execu- 
trix or  administratrix,  and  after  such  appointment  shall, 
during  the  life  of  the  other  co-executor  or  co-administra- 
tor marry,  such  marriage  shall  not  make  the  baron  an 
executor  or  administrator  in  her  right ;  but  shall  operate 
as  an  extinguishment  or  determination  of  such  woman's 
power  and  authority  :  And  the  other  executor  or  execu- 
tors, administrator  or  administrators,  may  proceed  in  dis- 
charging the  trust  reposed  in  them,  in  the  same  way  and 
manner  as  if  such  woman  were  naturally  dead.  And  the 
executor  of  an  executor,  shall  not  in  consequence  thereof, 
become  an  executor  of  the  tirst  testator ;  but  in  every 
such  case,  administration  may  be  granted  (if  the  circum- 
stances of  the  estate  require  it)  upon  the  goods  and  estate 
of  the  first  testator,  unadministered  upon,  with  the  will 
annexed,  to  such  person  or  persons  as  the  Judge  of  Pro- 
bate may  think  fit,  any  law,  usage  or  custom  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding. 
hig  loTevfifng  ^^  it  further  enacted.  That  all  the  acts  and  laws  of  this 
lands  &c.  Commonwealth  now  in  force,  so  far  as  they  relate  to 
devising  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  and  chattels, 
be,  and  they  are,  hereb}^  repealed  and  made  null  and 
void.  This  act  to  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  first  day 
of  June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-four. 

February  6,  1784. 

1783.  — Chapter  25. 

[January  Session,  ch.  2.] 

Chan.  25  ^^  ^^"^  '^^  establish  a  bank  in  this  state  and  to  incor- 
^  *  porate  the  subscribers  thereto. 

Preamble.  Wherecis  the  establishment  of  a  hanlz  loithin  this  State 

loill  probably  be  of  great  jniblic  utility,  and  as  it  will  be 
particidarly  beneficial  to  the  trading  j^art  of  the  commu- 
nity, and  many  yersons  under  the  expectation  of  an  act  of 
incorporation  from  the  legislature  of  this  Commonwealth^ 
have  accordingly  subscribed  thereto;  and  whereas  Wil- 
liam  Phillips,    Isaac    Smith,    Jonathan    Mason,    Thomas 


1783.  — Chapter  25.  559 

Eussell,  John  Lowell  and  Stephen  Higginson,  Esquires, 
in  behalf  of  such  sitbsa'ibers,  have  aj)]^lied  for  such  an 
act  : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same.  That  William  Phillij)s,  Isaac  Smith,  Jonathan  Proprietors  of 
Mason,  Thomas  Russell,  John  Loivell  and  Stej)hen  Ilig-  corpma^ed.' 
ginson.  Esquires,  so  long  as  they  shall  continue  to  be 
proprietors  in  the  said  l>ank,  together  with  all  those  who 
are,  and  those  who  shall  become,  proprietors  to  the  said 
bank,  shall  be  a  corporation  and  body  politic,  under  the 
name  of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Massachusetts 
Rank. 

A)id  be  it  further  enacted   by  the   authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  said  corporation  are  hereby  declared  and  made  The  corporation 
able  and  capable  in  law,  to  have,  hold,  purchase,  receive,  lawlo'^h^ve',''  ^° 
possess,  enjoy  and  retain,  lands,  rents  and  tenements,  to  recei'vel'possiss, 
the  amount  of  fifty  thousand  iwunds  and  no  more  at  any  enjoy,  &  retain 

Ti  •  11  1  -1        rv  lands,  ^^c.  to  a 

one  time  ;  and  also  monies,  goods,  chattels  and  eiiects,  to  certain  amount. 
the  amount  of  five  hundred  thousand  pounds  and  no 
more  :  and  also  to  sell,  grant,  devise,  alien,  or  dispose  of, 
the  same  lands,  rents,  tenements,  money,  goods,  chat- 
tels and  eflects.  Provided,  That  the  said  President  and  Pro'^'so. 
Directors,  nor  any  or  either  of  them  in  their  said  capac- 
ity, nor  any  person  or  persons  for  or  in  behalf  of  the  said 
corporation  or  body  politic,  shall  at  any  time,  directly  or 
indirectly,  use  or  employ  any  money  or  monies  of  the  said 
corporation  or  body  politic,  in  trade  or  commerce. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  said  corporation  shall  be  capable  in  law,  to  sue  The  corporation 
and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded,  answer  and  be  gy^^^^ ""'^ ^'^ 
answered  ynto,  defend  and  be  defended,  in  all  Courts  of 
Record,  or  other  Courts  or  places  w^hatsoever  ;  and  to  do 
and  execute  all  and  singular  other  matters  and  things, 
that  to  them  shall  or  may  appertain  to  do. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  (foresaid. 
That  for  the  well  ooverliino;  of  the  said  corporation,  and  oisccrstobe 

.  .D,  c5  1  '  appointed  for 

the  ordenng  their  affairs,  they  shall  have  such  officers  as  the  weii  govem- 
they    shall  hereafter  direct  and  appoint,    and   that  such  the  affairs  of 
officers  as  shall  ])e  designated  by  the  laws  and  regulations  ration.   *^°'^^° 
of  the  said  corporation  for  the  purpose,  shall  be  capable 
of   exercising   such    power,    for    the  well  governing    and 
ordering  the  affairs  of  the  said  corporation    and    calling 
and  holding  such  occasional  meetings  for  that  purpose,  as 


560  1783.  —  Chapter  26. 

shall  be  fixed  and  determined  by  the  said  laws  and  regu- 
lations. 

A7id  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afoi^esaid. 
The  corporation 'J'Ijj^^  ^}jg  gaicl  corporation  mav  make,  establish,   and  put 

to  make  laws  ,  i  t  i       •  i 

not  repugnant     in  exccution,  sucli  laws  and  regulations  as  may  be  neces- 
this  state.         sary  to  the  government  of  the  said  corporation,  provided 

the  same  shall  in  no  case  be  repugnant  to  the  laws  and 

constitution  of  this  State. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
ufhlv°e'^onr*^°°  That  the  said  corporation  shall  have  full  power  and 
common  seal,     autlioritv  to  make,  have,  and  use  a  common  seal,  and  the 

and  to  renew  i  i  i  i 

said  seal.  samc  to  break,  alter,  and  renew  at  pleasure. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
ISl^J^^oS,  Tti^t  William  Phillips,  Isaac  Smith,  and  Jonathan 
to  call  a  meeting  MasoH,  Esquircs,  be  impowcrcd  to  call  a  meeting  of  the 
scribers.  subscribcrs  to  the  said  bank,  at  such  time  and  place   as 

they  may  think  convenient,  by  advertising  the  same  in 
two  of  the  Boston  news  papers,  fifteen  days  before  the 
time  of  holding  the  said  meeting,  at  w^hicb,  or  any  future 
meeting  of  the  stockholders,  all  matters  shall  be  deter- 
mined by  the  major  votes  of  persons  present  at  such  meet- 
ing, who  are  stockholders  or  who  represent  stockholders; 
the  number  of  votes  to  be  determined  by  the  number  of 
shares  each  voter  holds  or  represents^  save  only,  that 
nothing  shall  prevent  the  stockholders  from  determining, 
that  the  holders  of  a  certain  number  of  shares  shall  be 
present  or  represented  at  the  transaction  of  any  particular 
business. 
Proviso.  Provided  always,  That  any  person   specially  appointed 

by  the  legislature  of  this  State,  for  that  purpose,  shall 
have  a  right  to  examine  into  the  aflairs  of  the  bank,  and 
shall  at  all  times  have  access  to  the  bank  books. 

February  7,  1784. 

1783.  — Chapter  26. 

[January  Session,  ch.  3.] 

ChaV'    26  ^N    ^^'^    FO^    INCORPORATING     CERTAIN    PERSONS     THEREIN 
^  *  NAMED,  INTO  A  SOCIETY    BY    THE    NAME    OF    THE    BOSTOX 

EPISCOPAL  CHARITABLE  SOCIETY. 

Preamble.  Whereas  a  number  of  persons,  7nembers  of  the  Episco- 

pal church,  did  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  tioentyfour,  in  the  toicn  of  Boston,  form  themselves 
into  a  society  for  charitable  purposes,  which  society  still 
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continuing ,  have  raised  a  very  considerable  stock,  out  of 
which  they  havefro?n  time  to  time  contributed  to  the  laud- 
able imrposes  aforesaid;  and  the  i^ersons  so  associated, 
finding  themselves  under  difficidties  for  want  of  an  incor- 
poration^ and  having  petitioned  this  Court  for  an  act 
remedial  of  such  difficulties;  and  the  intentions  of  the 
said  persons  appearing  to  this  Court  deserving  encourage- 
ment : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the   Senate   and  House   of 
Hepresentatives,  in  General  Court  assevnbled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  John  Mowe,    Stephen    Green-  Members  of  the 
leaf,  Ralpli  Inman,  Daniel  Hubbard,  John  Cutler,  Mich-  TocC°\.y%. 
ard  Greene,  John  Haskins,  Benjamin   Greene,  Nathaniel  Tbody'^po'iitrc" 
Greene,  Joseph   Greene,   Tliomas  Ivers,   James  Perkins, 
Eeverend  Samuel  Parker,  Thomas  Kast,   John  Amory, 
junior,   William   Turner,    Oliver   Smith,    Samuel  Dunn, 
junior,   William  Tudor,  James  Lloyd,    Thomas   Amory, 
George    Lush,    Jabez   Hatch,  James   Freeman,    Samuel 
Wallis,  Joseph  Head,  and  Sainuel  Smith,   the   members 
of  the  said  society,  be,  and  the}'-  hereby  are,  incorporated 
and  made  a  body  politic,  for  the  aforesaid  purposes,   by 
the  name  of  the  Boston  Ep)iscopal  Charitable  Society,  and 
that  they,  their  associates  and  successors,  have  perpetual 
succession  by  the  said  name,  and  have   power  to   make  to  make  by- 
by-laws  for  the  preservation  and  advancement  of  the  said  Ifa^?  °o°the''ia"^8 
society,  not  repuOTant  to  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  of  this  com. 
with  penalties  either  of  disfranchisement  from  the   said 
society,  or  of  a  mulct  not  exceeding  twenty  shillings,  or 
without  penalties,  as  shall  seem  most  meet. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  Boston  Episco-  society  to  have 
pal  Charitable  Society,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  authorized  eeai  and  ufeue 
and  impowered,  to  make,  appoint,  and  have  a  common  and  be  sued. 
seal ;  and  are  hereby  made  liable  to  be  sued  and  enabled 
to  sue  and  defend  in  their  said  corporate  capacity,  in  any 
of  the  Courts  of  Record  or  other  Courts  of  Law  of  this 
Commonwealth  ;  and  are  hereby  licenced  and  impowered 
to  make  purchases,  and  to  receive  grants  and  donations  of 
real  and  personal  estates,  and  to  hold  the  same  for  the 
charitable  purposes  aforesaid,  provided  the  rents  of  the 
real    estate    together  with   the   interest  of  the    personal 
estate,  shall  not  exceed  the  sura  of  nine  hundred  pounds, 
and  to  manage  and  dispose  of  such  estates  as  to  the  said 
corporation  shall  appear  lit. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
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Society  im- 
powered  to 
assemble  and 
elect  a  Presi- 
dent, Vice 
President, 
Treasurer 
and  six 
Trustees, 
and  such  other 
officers  as  they 
shall  judge 
euituble. 


Time  fixed  for 
meeting. 


Proviso. 


Proviso. 


That  the  said  society  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  invested 
with  full  power  and  authority  to  assemble  on  any  one 
Tuesday  in  either  of  the  months  of  March  or  April  next, 
for  the  purpose  of  appointing  a  President,  Vice  President, 
Treasurer  and  six  Trustees,  together  with  such  other  offi- 
cers as  by  them  shall  be  adjudged  suitable,  and  to  appoint 
their  common  seal,  and  to  make  by-laws  within  the 
restrictions  aforesaid  ;  and  the  said  officers  so  appointed, 
shall  continue  until  others  shall  be  appointed  in  their 
room.  And  the  said  society  shall  meet  on  any  one  Tues- 
day in  either  of  the  months  of  March  or  April,  as  they 
shall  from  time  to  time,  or  at  any  time,  agree,  annually, 
afterwards,  at  Boston,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  a  Pres- 
ident, Vice  President,  Treasurer  and  six  Trustees,  and 
such  other  officers  as  they  shall  think  proper ;  and  to 
make,  alter  or  annul  their  l3y-laws.  And  if  by  reason  of 
any  emergency,  the  business  of  this  annual  assembly  can- 
not be  compleated  on  the  said  day,  they  may  adjourn 
once  to  a  short  day  to  finish  it,  and  no  more  ;  and  the  said 
society  may  assemble  as  often  as  they  may  agree  on,  for 
transacting  all  other  business.  And  whenever  any  of  the 
officers  of  the  said  society  shall  die,  or  be  disaljled,  or 
remove  out  of  this  State,  the  members  of  the  said  society 
are  hereby  authorized  and  impowered,  at  their  next 
meeting,  to  elect  and  appoint  others  in  the  room  of  the 
officers  so  removed.  And  all  instruments  which  the  said 
society  shall  lawfully  make  and  execute,  shall,  when  in 
the  name  of  the  said  society  and  pursuant  to  the  rules 
thereof,  being  signed  and  delivered  by  the  President, 
Vice  President  or  Treasurer,  or  such  other  person  as  the 
said  society  shall  appoint,  and  sealed  with  their  common 
seal,  bind  the  said  society  and  be  valid  in  law. 

Provided  ahvaj/s,  and  it  is  further  enacted,  That  the 
members  of  the  said  sodety  shall  at  no  time  exceed  the 
number  of  one  hundred.  And  the  Governor  of  this  Com- 
monwealth is  hereby  authorized  and  impowered,  to  give  a 
charter  of  incorporation,  under  the  seal  of  the  Common- 
wealth, to  the  aforementioned  persons  and  their  associ- 
ates accordingly. 

Provided  also,  That  nothing  contained  in  this  act  shall 
be  construed,  as  implying  any  degree  of  subjection  of  the 
society  by  this  act  incorporated,  or  of  any  other  society 
in  this  Commonwealth,  to  any  foreign  potentate,  prelate, 
or  jurisdiction  whatsoever.  February  12^  1784. 
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1783.  — Chapter  27. 

[January  Session,  ch.  4.] 

AN  ACT  TO  SET  OFF  JACOB  SMITH,  JOSEPH  KINGSBURY,  ISAAC  Hhfjrf.     27 
SMITH  AND    ENOCH  ELLIS,   FROM  THE  TOWN  OF   WALPOLE,   ^'"*/^*    ^* 
IN  THE   COUNTY  OF   SUFFOLK,  AND   ANNEX  THEM   TO    THE 
THIRD    PARISH    IN  THE  TOWN    OF   DEDHAM,    IN    THE    SAID 
COUNTY. 

^V1^ereas  Jacob  Smith,  Joseph  Kingsbury,  Isaac  Smith  rreambie. 
and  Enoch  Ellis,  have  j^^titioned  this  Court :  That  for 
their  more  conveniently  attending  the  public  ivorxhip  of 
God,  they  with  their  polls  and  estates,  may  be  set  off  from 
the  town  of  V^ 'jAy)o\&  and  annexed  to  the  third  j)(^^'^^^^  "^ 
Dedham  ;  and  the  said  third  parish  have  signified  their 
consent  thereunto: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  That  the  abovesaid  Jacob  Smith,  Joseph  Kings-  Jacob  smuh 
bury,  Isaac  Smith  and  Enoch  Ellis,  with  their  polls  and  ofl'^from  thf' 
estates,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  set  oft'  from  the  town  of  \°r^°p°fe_  a^^, 
Walpole,  and  annexed  to  the  third  parish  in  the  town  of  annexed  to  the 

T-\     7  7  Till/'  I  /•  -IT  third  parish,  in 

JJedham,  and  shall   lorever   hereaiter    be    considered    as  Dedham. 
belonging  thereunto,  there  to  do   duty  and  enjoy  parish 
privileges. 

Provided  nevertheless,  That  the  several  persons  above-  proviso. 
named,  shall  pay  their  proportionable  part  of  all  taxes 
which  are  already  assessed  on  the  said  town  of   Walpole, 
in  like  manner  as  though  this  act  had  not  been  made. 

February  12,  1784. 

1783.  — Chapter  28. 

»-  [January  Session,  ch.  5.] 

AN    ACT    DECLARING    AND    CONFIRMING    THE   CITIZENSHIP  OF  (JliaV     28 
JOHN    GARDINER,    ESQ;     BARRISTER    AT     LAW,    MARGARET  ^  ' 

GARDINER,  HIS  WIFE,  AND  OF  ^.V.V  GARDINER,  JOHN  SIL- 
VESTER JOHN  GARDINER  AND  WILLIAM  GARDINER,  THEIR 
CHILDREN. 

Whereas  the  said  John  Gardiner  ivas  born  in  Boston,  Preamble. 
the  metropolis  of  this  Commonwealth ,  and  while  a  minor, 
ivas  by  his  father  sent  to  Great  Britain  for  his  education, 
where  for  a  succession  of  years  he  remained  a  distinguished 
friend  to,  and  tJiro'  a  vicissitude  of  fortune  hath  continued 
an  avotved  and  inflexible  asserter  of  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  his  native  country,  and  a  bold  opposer  of  the  enemies 
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thereof;  and  having  lately  relumed  to  reside  in  the  said 
metropolis,  and  soon  expecting  his  said  icife  and  children, 
he  and  they  ought  to  be  declared  free  citizens  of  the  said 
CommonivealtJi :  Therefore 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Hejjresenta- 
tives  in  General   Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
intitiing  John     ^/^g  Same,  That  the  said  John  Gardiner,  Margaret  Gardi- 
&  his  faniiiy,  to  ner ,  John  Silvester  John  Gardiner,  and    William  Gardi- 
and^mmuimLs   ncv,  QXQ,  hereby  declared  to  be,  and  they  are,  free  citizens 
of  free  citizens.  ^^  ^j^j^  (Jommon Wealth  ;   and  as  such  are,  and  hereafter 
shall    be,    considered,  acknowledged   and   known,    to  all 
intents  and  purposes  whatsoever,  and  intitled  to  all  the 
privileges  and  immunities  of  free  citizens  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  in  as  ample  a  manner  as  if  they  had  been  inhab- 
itants in,  and  citizens  of,  the  Commonwealth  at  the  time 
of  forming  of  the  constitution  of  the  same. 

February  13,  1784. 

1783.  — Chapter  39. 

[January  Session,  ch.  6.] 
Chai).    29  ^^  ^^"^  ^^^  REGULATING  THE   MARKET  IN   BOSTOX. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Ttepresenta- 
tives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same.  That  the  lower  floor  of  Faneuil  Hall,  and  the 
Boundaries.  j^nd  around  the  same,  bounded  and  described  as  follows, 
viz.:  all  that  parcel  of  land  lying  on  each  side  of  Faneuil 
Hall,  from  Borland's  store  westerly  to  GilVs  store  ;  from 
GilVs  store  southerly  on  a  curve  line  to  the  watch  house  ; 
southerly  across  the  street  to  Col.  Jackson's  corner ;  from 
thence  continuing  southerly  to  the  corner  of  a  house  now 
improved  by  Thomas  Beals;  then  easterly  to  a  store  for- 
merly called  Brattle's  store  ;  and  from  the  said  store  north- 
erly to  the  first  mentioned  bounds  ;  as  the  same  is  now 
improved  for  market  use,  reserving  for  public  use  the 
streets  leading  through  the  said  market  square  for  public 
passing  as  usual;  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  set  apart  as 
markets  for  meats,  vegetables  and  orrain. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
^g  provi^Bionl'  That  if  any  person  bringing  meats,  vegetables  or  grain,  to 
to  market  found  market  or  for  sale  in  the  town  of  Boston,  shall  be  found 

in  any  otner  ...  ,       , 

place  in  the  ^  in  any  other  public  place  or  street  within  the  town  afore- 
said, with  his  or  her  team,  cart,  sled,  slay,  waggon  or 
horse,  with  meat,  vegetables  or  grain,  waiting  to  market 
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or  sell  the  same  (unless  while  he  or  she  shtill  he  stopt  hy 
some  person  or  persons  offering  to  purchase  such  meat, 
vegetahles  or  grain,  or  some  part  thereof)  or  detained  by 
some  accident,  or  sliall  leave  his  or  her  team,  cart,  sle(l, 
slay,  waggon  or  horse,  with  such  meat,  vegetables  or 
grain  in  any  street  or  public  place  as  aforesaid,  for  more 
than  the  space  of  one  half  of  an  hour,  he  or  she  so  offend-  i''^n'»'*y- 
ing,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  two  shillings  for  every 
such  () Hence. 

And  he  it  furtJier  enacted  hi/  tJie  autJiority  aforesaid, 
That  Common  Street,  so  called^  extending  from  the  north  ^^ZmaillX 
end  of  the  common  burvinor  place  on  the  west  side  of  the  f^i"""'  "^t "p-i';' 

■^       O   I    ,  for  Hay,  \\  ooti, 

saul  street,  to  the  south  end  ot  the  common,  or  such  other  Barnis,  .vc. 
place  that  the  town  of  Boston  shall  judge  most  convenient, 
if  approved  of  by  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  for  the 
county  of  Suffolk,  together  with  the   Old  North  Sqriare, 
so  called,  be,  and  are,  hereby  set  apart  for  a  Hay,  Wood 
and   Lumber  Market,    where   all   persons   bringing  Hay, 
Wood,  Barrels,  Hoops,  Staves,   Boards,   or  any  sort  of 
Lumber,  to  market,  or  for  sale,  within  the  town  of  Boston, 
shall  repair.     And  if  any  person   bringing   either  of  the  Persons  found 
said  articles  to  market,  or  for  sale,  shall  be  found  in  any  p"ia^°e'^o°  snUt. 
other  public  place  or  street  within  the  town,  with  his  or 
her  team,  cart,  sled,  slay,  or  waggon,  with  Hay,  Wood, 
Barrels,  Hoops,  Staves,  Boards,  or  any  sort  of  Lumber, 
waiting  to  market  or  sell  the  same,  (unless  while  he  or  she  unless. 
shall  be  stopt  by  some  person  or  persons  offering  to  pur- 
chase such  Hay,  Wood,  Barrels,  Hoops,  Staves  and  Boards, 
&.C.  or  some  part  thereof)  or  detained  by  some  accident, 
or  shall  leave  his  or  her  team,  cart,  sled,  slay  or  waggon, 
with  such  Hay,  Wood,  Barrels,  Hoops,  Staves,  Boards  or 
Luml)er,  in  any  street,  or  public  place,  except  the  place 
assigned  by  this  act,  for  more  than  the  space  of  one  half 
of  an  hour,  he  or  she  so  offending,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  Penalty. 
sum  of  three  shillings  for  every  such  offence. 

And  he  it  further  enacted,  hy  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  it  shall  i)e  the  dutv  of  each  of  the  Constables,  Gi'and  p>y  whom  com- 

"^  ,  /-T-)  plaint  IS  to  be 

Jurors,  and  Tything  Men  ot  the  said  town  or  Boston,  to  made. 
complain  to  some  Justice  of  the  Peace  living  within  the 
said  town,  for  every  offence  committed  against  this  act,  in 
their  presence  ;  and  the  above  fines  and  forfeitures  shall  J^^ovev^^. 
be  recovered  on  the  complaint  of  any  person,  made  to  any 
one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  residing  in  the  town  of 
Boston,  and  shall  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  said 
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town,  nnd  applied  to  defray  Ihe  charges  of  cleaning  the 
streets  there,  and  for  keeping  the  markets  clear  of  mire 
and  filth.  February  18,  1784. 


Chap.  30 
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[January  Session,  ch.  7.] 

AN  ACT  FOR  APPORTIONING  AND  ESTABLISHING  THE  POSSES- 
SIONS OF  THE  HEIRS  AT  LAW  OF  RICHARD  KENT,  SON  OF 
RICHARD  KE\r,  LATE  OF  NEWBURY,  DECEASED,  TO  A  CER- 
TAIN ISLAND  CALLED  KENT'S  ISLAND,  IN  NEWBURY  AFORK- 
SAID. 

Preamble.  Wherectft  the  said  Richard  Kent,  the  father,  hy  his  last 

loill  and  testament,  hearing  date  the  sixtli  day  of  May,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord,  One  thousand  seven  Jiundred  and 
forty,  among  other  things  did  devise,  That  his  son  Richard 
abovesaid,  should  have  and  enjoy  the  whole  of  (he  island 
ahovesaid,  during  his  statural  life,  and  after  his  decease, 
that  his  eldest  son  should  have  and  enjoy  the  same  as  an 
estate,  tail  to  him  and  the  heirs  male  of  his  body  forever, 
wJiicli  said  last  vnll  and  testameiit  2vas  afterward  duly 
jrroved  and  a])proved;  and  the  said  Richard  the  son,  on 
the  death  of  his  father,  entered  into  j)Ossession  of  tJie  prem- 
ises devised  as  aforesaid,  and  thereof  died  seized,  leaving 
issue,  Stephen  Kent  and  Joseph  Kent,  twin  brothers,  and 
Moses  Kent,  a  younger  brother,  his  sole  heirs,  and  there- 
upon the  said  Joseph  and  Stephen  entered  into  the  posses- 
sion thereof,  and  still  hold  the  same;  and  by  reason  of 
S07ne  singidar  and  extraordinary  circumstances  attending 
the  birth  of  the  said  Stephen  and  Joseph,  it  remains  wholly 
uncertain  which  is  the  eldest  son,  althd'  a  suit  at  law  and 
the  verdicts  of  two  juries  have  been  had  to  determine  the 
question :  By  ivhich  uncertainty  great  difficulty  and  con- 
tention may  further  happen  among  the  heirs  of  the  same 
Richard;  to  the  utter  ruin  of  the  improvements  and  culti- 
vation of  so  valuable  an  island,  and  to  the  disquiet  of 
divers  other  good  citizens:  For  preventing  of  which. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  Generrd  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
Justices  of  the    the  Same,  That  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court, 
dni'court'!to'"    on  the  application  of  the  said  Joseph,  Stephen  and  Moses, 
'^(^KlnvTuHDd.  (^1'  on  the  application  of  either  of  them,  his  or  their  heirs, 
shall  cause  partition  of  the  said  island  to  be  made  ;  and  l)y 
like  process  as  is  prescribed   for   dividing  of  other  real 
estates,  on  application  to  the  said  court,  one  third  part  of 
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the  suid  i.sland  shall  be  assigned  and  set  out  by  proper 
metes  and  bounds  to  the  said  Stephen  Kent,  or  his  heirs  ; 
one  third  part  to  the  said  Joseph  Kent,  or  his  heirs  ;  and 
one  third  part  to  the  said  Moses  Kent,  or  his  heirs ;  or  to 
either  of  them  or  their  heirs,  who  shall  apply  in  manner 
aforesaid.  And  on  the  making  and  compleating  any  par- 
tition and  assignment  in  manner  aforesaid,  the  party  to 
whom  such  assignment  shall  be  made,  or  his  or  their  heirs, 
in  case  of  the  death  of  such  party,  may  enter  into  and  take 
possession  of  the  part  so  assigned,  which  possession  taken 
as  aforesaid,  shall  be  deemed,  taken  and  held,  as  a  right 
and  lawful  possession  in  the  party,  person  or  persons  tak- 
ing the  same  as  aforesaid,  and  in  his  or  their  heirs  forever 
after. 

Provided  always,  That  this  act  shall  never  be  deemed.  Proviso. 
construed  or  adjudged,  any  bar  to  any  right  or  action  of 
any  person  or  persons  claiming  and  demanding  the  afore- 
said devised  premises,  or  any  part  thereof,  as  eldest  son 
of  the  said  Ricliard,  the  devisee,  or  as  heir  male,  or  heirs 
male  of  the  body  of  the  said  eldest  son. 

March  1,  17  S4. 

1783.  — Chapter  31. 

[January  Session,  ch.  8.] 

AN  ACT  FOR  REVIVING  ONE  LAW  NOW  EXPIRED,  AND  CONTIN-  (JJidj)     31 
UING  THE  SAME,  AND  ANOTHER  LAW  NEAR  EXPIRING.  ^' 

Whereas  one  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-two,  intitled  ''■An  act 
to  prevent  unnecessary  laiv  suits",  is  now  expired;  and 
another  act  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  intitled  "  A7i  act  to  pre- 
vent the  destruction  of  salmon  and  other  fish  in  Agawam 
or  Westfield  ru'er",  is  near  expirinr/,  and  the  said  laics  ^ 

have  been  found  useful  and  beneficial: 

Be  it   therefore  enacted,  by  the    Senate   and  House  of 
Re2)resentatives  in    General   Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
autJiority  of  the  same.  That  the  before  mentioned  act,  now  Rovivaioftwo 
expired,    be    revived   and    continued,   together    with    the  Agawa'm'or*° 
before  mentioned  act,  near  expiring,  with   all   and  every  westtieid  River. 
clause,  matter  and  thing  therein  respectively  contained, 
and  shall  be  in  force  until  the  tirst  day  of  November,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-live. 

March  3    '1784. 
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Chan    '>2  ^^  ''^^^'  dirkoting  tuk  shttlemknt  of  this 

^  ■    '  "^        PERSONS    DKCKASEl),  AND    FOR    THE    CONVEYA 


[.iMiuiavy  Session,  ch.  14.] 

ESrATES    OF 
'ANOE  OF   REAL 
ESTATES  IN  (M<:RTAIN  CASES. 

Be  it  enacted  hij  the  Senate  and   House  of'  liepresenta- 

fivei^  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hi/  the  aiitlioritij  of 

Supreme  J u.n-    f/fe  Same,  Tliiit  when  tho  i^oods  and  chattels   heh)ni!:inji-  to 

cirtl  Court  mi-  '  ,  i  i  i  /• 

pnwemito  thc  Gstatc  ot  any  person  (leccased,  or  that  herealfer  may 
lors'io  niaue"  deccasc,  shallnot  he  sutlieient  to  answer  the  just  dehts 
siiieoi  luiuu.  ^viii(^.ii  the  deoeased  owed  or  legacies  given,  ui)on  represen- 
tation thereof,  and  thc  same  being  made  to  appear  to  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court,  at  any  term  or  sitting  of  the 
said  Court,  in  any  county  in  this  Connnonwealth,  or  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  thc  county  where  the  deceased 
person  last  dwelt,  or  in  the  county  in  which  the  said  real 
estate  lies,  the  said  Courts  are  severally  and  respectively 
auth(^rized  to  impowcrand  licence  the  Executor  or  vVdmin- 
istrator  of  such  estate  to  make  sale  of  all  or  any  part  of 
the  houses,  lands  or  tenements  of  the  decetised,  so  far  as 
shall  be  necessary  to  satisfy  the  just  debts  which  thc 
deceased  owed  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  legacies 
bequeathed  in  and  by  the  last  will  and  testament  of  the 
deceased,  with  incidental  charges  :  And  every  Executor 
or  Administrator  being  so  licenced  and  authorized  as  afore- 
said, shall  and  may,  1)}'  virtue  of  such  authority,  make, 
sign  and  execute,  in  due  form  of  law,  deeds  and  convey- 
ances for  such  houses,  lands  or  tenements  as  they  shall  so 
sell,  whit'h  instruments  shall  make  as  good  a  title  to  the 
purchaser,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  forever,  as  the  Testator 
or  Intestate,  being  of  full  age,  of  sane  mind  and  memory, 
in  his  or  her  life  time,  might  or  could  for  a  valuable  con- 
Pioviso.  sideration. — Provided   alwai/s.    That    the    Executor    or 

Administrator,  l)efore  sale  be  made  as  aforesaid,  give  thirty 
days  public  notice,  by  posting  up  notilications  of  such 
sale  in  the  town  or  plantation  where  the  lands  lie,  as  well 
as  where  the  deceased  person  last  dwelt,  and  in  the  two 
next  adjoining  towns,  as  also  in  the  shire  town  of  the 
county;  and  whosoever  will  give  most,  shall  have  the 
preference  in  such  sale  ;  and  in  case  it  be  an  insolvent 
estate,  the  whole  produce  of  such  sale  shall  be  divided  in 
due  proportion  to  and  among  the  creditors. 

And  ^rhereas,  l)>/  the  jmrtial  sale  of  real  estates  for  the 
pat/ment  of  debts  or  legacies  as  aforesaid,  it  often  Jiappens 
that  the  remainder  thereof  is  nincli  injured: 
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lie  il  tjicrcjorc  eiiacled  hy  the  aulhor'dy  aforemid,  Thiit 
wlicnoverit  shull  ho  necessary  that  Executors  or  Admiiiis-  Kxecutoi«,  jtc. 

,,,.  Ill  .1  t    I'npowereu  to 

traiors  shall   he  impowcrcd  to  sell  some  i)art  or  the   real  «o" 'eai  ostates 

.     .  ,.1  1  rn       J     J  J     ,       A     I  r        e  \  i-  for  puyrtiont  of 

eslate  oi  deceased  u^stators  or  liilestates,  or  lor  (jiiardiaiis  Uebu. 
to  sell  some  ])art  of  the  real  estate  of"  iiiiiiors  or  persons 
Hon  compos  mentis,  for  the  [)aynjent  of  just  dehts,  lega- 
cies or  taxes,  or  for  the  support  or  legal  expences  of 
minors  or  ])ei'sons  nou  compos  mentis,  and  hy  such  partial 
sale  the  residue  of  such  I'cal  estates  would  he  grcs'itly 
injured,  and  the  sanu;  shall  he  represented  and  made  to 
appear  to  the  Justices  of  either  of  the  aforesaid  Courts, 
on  petition  and  declaration  filed,  and  duly  proved  thensin, 
hy  the  said  I'lxecutors,  Achninistrators,  or  Guardians,  the 
Justices  of  the  aforesaid  Courts  respectively,  may  aulhor- 
izc  and  impower  such  Executors,  Administrators  or  Guar- 
dians, to  sell  and  convey  the  whole  or  so  much  of  such 
real  estates,  as  shall  he  most  for  the  interest  and  l)enefit 
of  the  parties  {;oncerned  therein,  at  pul)lic  auction,  and 
good  and  sufficient  deed  or  deeds  of  conveyance  thereof 
to  make  and  execute  ;  which  deed  or  deeds,  when  duly 
acknowledged  and  recorded  in  the  registry  of  deeds  for 
the  county  where  the  said  real  estate  lies,  shall  make  a 
comph'at  and  legal  title  in  fee  to  the  purchaser  or  i)ur- 
chasers  thereof;  provided  the  said  Executors,  Administra- 
tors or  Guardians,  give  thirty  days  puhlic  notice  of  such 
intended  sale  in  manner  and  form  hereinhefore  prescrihed  ; 
and  i)rovided  also  they  first  give  [)onds,  with  sufficient 
sureties,  to  the  Judge  of  Prohate  for  the  county  where 
the  deceased  Testator  or  Intestate  last  dwelt,  and  his 
estate  inventoried,  that  he  or  she  will  ohserve  the  rules 
and  directions  of  law  for  the  sale  of  real  estates  hy  Execu- 
tors or  Ajdministrators,  and  that  the  proceeds  of  the  said 
sale,  after  the  payment  of  just  dehts,  legacies,  taxes,  and 
just  dehts  for  the  support  of  minors,  and  other  legal 
expences  and  incidental  charges,  shall  he  put  on  interest 
on  good  security,  and  tliat  the  same  shall  l)e  disposed  of 
agreeahly  to  the  rules  of  law. 

^bid  he  itfurtJier  enacted,  That  every  representation  to  KeprtHcntauons 
he  made  as  aforesaid,  shall  he  accompanied  with  a  certifi-  conipunic-'d  wuh 
cate  from  the  Judge  of  Prohate  of  the  county  where  the  uic'jiiliUfof"^ 
deceased  person's   estate    was   inventoried,  certifying  the  I'ro'"'";- 
value  of  the  r(;al  estate  and   the  value    of  the    ])orsonal 
estate  of  such  deceased  person,  and  the  amount  of  his  or 
her  just  dehts  ;  and  also  his  opinion  whether  it  he  neces- 
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sary  that  the  whole  or  a  part  of  the  estate  should  Ije  sold, 
or  if  part  only,  what  part.  And  the  said  Justices,  pre- 
vious to  their  passing  on  the  said  representation,  shall 
order  due  notice  to  be  given  to  all  parties  concerned,  or 
their  guardians,  who  do  not  signify  their  consent  to  such 
sale,  to  shew  cause,  at  such  time  and  place  as  they  shall 
appoint,  why  such  licence  should  not  be  granted.  And 
in  case  any  person  concerned  in  the  said  sale  be  not  an 
inhabitant  of  this  Commonwealth,  nor  have  any  Guardian, 
Agent  or  Attorney  therein,  who  may  represent  him  or  her, 
the  said  Justices,  may  cause  the  said  petition  to  l)e  con- 
tinued for  a  reasonable  time  ;  and  the  petitioner  or  peti- 
tioners shall  give  personal  notice  of  the  said  petition  to 
such  absent  person,  his  or  her  Agent,  Attorney  or  Guar- 
dian, or  cause  the  same  to  be  published  in  some  one  of 
the  Boston  news  papers,  three  weeks  successively.  And 
the  said  Justices,  where  they  may  think  it  expedient,  may 
examine  the  said  petitioner  or  petitioners,  on  oath,  touch- 
ing the  truth  of  facts  set  forth  in  the  said  petition,  and  the 
circumstances  attending  the  same. 

And  whereas  it  may  be  often  necessary  to  enable  the 
rejiresentatives  of  persons  deceased,  to  perform  the  engage- 
ments entered  into  by  such  deceased  persons  for  the  trans- 
fer of  real  estates : 

Therefore  be  it  firiher  enacted,  That  whenever  it  shall 
be  represented  and  made  to  appear  to  the  Justices  of 
either  of  the  aforesaid  Courts,  in  form  aforesaid,  by  any 
person  or  persons,  contracted  Avith  by  bond,  covenant  or 
other  contract  under  seal,  that  a  deceased  Testator  or 
Intestate  in  his  or  her  life  time,  entered  into  such  bond, 
covenant  or  contract,  to  convey  some  real  estate  to  him 
or  her,  but  was  prevented  by  death  ;  and  that  such  person 
or  persons,  contracted  with  as  aforesaid,  have  on  his,  her 
or  their  part  performed,  or  stand  ready  to  perform,  the 
conditions  of  such  bond,  covenant  or  contract  made  with 
the  deceased,  the  said  Justices  may,  after  due  notice  given 
to  all  concerned  as  aforesaid,  in  form  aforesaid,  and  a  full 
hearing  had,  grant  licence  to,  and  impower  the  Executors 
or  Administrators  of  such  deceased  obligor,  covenantor  or 
contractor,  to  make  and  execute  such  conveyance  or  con- 
veyances, to  such  person  or  persons  contracted  with  as 
aforesaid,  as  it  shall  appear  the  said  obligor,  covenantor 
or  contractor,  would  by  his  bond,  covenant  or  contract,  l)e 
obliged  to  make  and  execute,  in  case   he,    she   or  they, 
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were  living  :it  the  time  of  the  pciformance  of  the  condi- 
tions of  the  l)on(l,  covenant  or  contract,  by  the  contractces 
on  their  part  making  reasonal)ic  aUowanccs  for  any  altera- 
tion, iiu[)r()venicnts;  or  injuries,  that  may  l)c  made  or  done 
in  the  same  estate  since  such  contract  was  made,  as  the 
said  Justices  may  award  ;  which  conveyance  or  convey- 
ances, when  the  instruments  thereof  are  duly  acknowledged 
and  recorded  in  the  registry  of  deeds  for  the  county  where 
such  estate  shall  lie,  shall  be  good  and  valid ;  and  the 
monies  or  consideration  paid  for  such  estate,  if  not  paid 
to  the  deceased  contractor  in  his  life  time,  shall  be  assets 
in  the  hands  of  the  said  Executors  or  Administrators,  and 
be  ai)portioned  among  the  representatives  of  the  deceased 
as  other  personal  estate. 

Be  it  further  enactedhy  tJieauthority  aforesaid,  That  when 
it  shall  fully  appear  to  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  'TusUcea  of  the 

••.II  .    .  •  c     ^        Supreme 

Court  aforesaid,  l)y  the  petition  and  representation  of  the  .TucUciai court, 

.  after  full  ex- 

friends  or  guardians  of  minors  interested  in  the  real  estate  aminationonthe 
of  any  deceased  Testator  or  Intestate,  that  it  would  be  for  uoners.may 
the  benefit  of  such  minors,  or  persons  non  compos  mentis,  gons'to  senlnd 
that  their  interest  therein  should  l)e  disposed  of,  and   the  convey  estates. 
proceeds  thereof  be  put  out  and  secured  to  them  on  inter- 
est, the  said  Justices  last  mentioned,  after  a  full  examina- 
tion on  the    oath    of  the    petitioner   or   otherwise,    may 
authorize    some    suital)le    person    or  persons  to  sell  and    ' 
convey  such  estate  or  part  thereof,  by  deed  or  deeds  duly 
acknowledged  and  recorded  in  the  registry   of  deeds  as 
aforesaid ;  provided  such   person    or    persons    first    give 
bond,  with  sufficient  sureties,  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for 
the  county  where  the  said  deceased  person  last  dwelt,  to 
observe  the  rules  and  directions  of  law  in  the  sale  of  real 
estates  by  Executors  or  Administrators  in  the  first  enacting 
clause  herein  prescribed ;  and  to  account  for   and   make 
payment  of  the  proceeds  of  the  said  sale,  agreeable  to  the 
rides  of  law.      Provided,  That  the  said  Judge  of  Probate  Proviso. 
shall  certify  that  the  whole  or  a  part  of  the  said  estate  is,  in 
his  opinion,  necessary  to  be  sold,  or  if  part  only,  what  part. 

And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  when  it  shall  appear  to  Justices  to 

,  .  ,     T         •  •  •  1  ji  •  1  i-A.'  award  reason- 

thc  said  Justices,  on  examination,  that  the  said  petition  or  abie costs. 
})etitions,  in  any  of  the  foregoing  applications,  are  unrea- 
sonable, the  said  Justices  may  award  reasonable  costs  to 
such  respondents  as  shall  appear  and  object  thereto. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  real  estate  of  any  Reaj^estates 
Testator  or  Intestate,  is  and  shall  be  liable  to  be  taken  and  takeu  and  levied 
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levied  upon  by  :iny  execution  issuing  upon  judgments 
recovered  against  Executors  or  Administrators,  in  such 
capacity,  being  the  proper  debts  of  the  Testator  or  Intes- 
tate, and  that  the  method  of  levying,  appraising  .and 
recording,  shall  1)6  the  same  as  bylaw  is  provided  respect- 
ing other  real  estates  levied  upon  and  taken  in  execution, 
and  may  l)e  redeemed  by  the  Executor,  Administrator  or 
Heir,  in  like  time  and  manner. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  when  any  Executor  or 
Administrator  shall  neglect  or  unreasonably  delay  to  raise 
money  out  of  the  Testator's  or  Intestate's  estate,  by  col- 
lecting the  debts  due  to  such  estate,  and  by  selling  the 
personal  estate,  or  the  real  estate,  if  need  be,  (and  he  has 
power  or  can  obtain  licence  to  sell  the  same)  or  shall 
neglect  to  pay  what  he  has  in  his  hands,  and  by  such  neg- 
lect or  delay  shall  subject  the  Testator's  or  Intestate's  real 
or  personal  estate  to  be  taken  in  personal  execution,  the 
same  shall  be  deemed  waste  and  unfaithful  administration 
in  such  Executor  or  Administrator, 

And  he  itfurtJier  enacted.  That  all  writs  of  attachment 
executions  shall  q,^(]  exccutions,  shall  ruu  only  against  the  goods  or  estate 
of  the  party  deceased,  in  the  hands  of  Executors  or  Admin- 
istrators, and  not  against  their  bodies,  nor  shall  any  Exec- 
utor or  Administrator  be  held  to  special  bail  upon  mesne 
process,  nor  his  own  proper  goods  or  estate  be  attached, 
or  his  person  be  arrested  or  taken  in  execution  for  the 
debts  or  legacies  of  the  Testator  or  Intestate,  but  upon 
suggestion  of  waste,  founded  on  a  return  made  by  the 
Sheriff,  that  he  could  not  find,  any  goods  or  estate  of  the 
Testator  or  Intestate  ;  in  which  case  a  writ  commonly 
called  scire  facias,  shall  be  issued  out  of  the  Clerk's  office 
of  the  same  Court,  against  such  Executor  or  Administrator, 
which  writ  being  duly  served  and  returned,  if  the  Executor 
or  Administrator  make  default  of  appearance,  or  coming  in, 
shall  not  shew  cause  sufficient  to  the  contrary,  execution 
shall  be  adjudged  and  awarded  against  him  of  his  own 
proper  goods  and  estate  to  the  value  of  such  waste,  where 
it  can  be  ascertained,  otherways  for  the  whole  sum  recov- 
ered ;  and  for  want  of  goods  or  estate,  against  the  body 
of  such  Executor  or  Administrator. 
In  case  of  the         j^^-^fj  jg  [t  further  enacted.  That  in  case  of  the  death  of 

death  of  an  ap-  •;  ' 

peiiaiitor^  luiy  party,  either  the  appellant  or  appellee,  before  the  sit- 
the -fitting of  tiug  of  tlic  Court  appealed  unto,  or  where  any  action  or 
appealed  unto,    suit  is  or  shall  bc  depending,  either  in  the  Court  of  Com- 
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mon  Pleas,  or  in  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  in  any 
county  of  this  Connnonwealth,  and  it  so  happen  that 
cither  i)arty  he  taken  away  by  death  l)efore  iinal  judg- 
ment, the  Executor  or  Administrator  of  such  deceased 
])arty,  who  was  plaintiff,  complainant  or  defendant,  (in 
castMhe  cause  of  action  doth  bylaw  survive)  shall  have 
full  power  to  prosecute  or  defend  any  such  suit  or  action 
from  Court  to  Court,  until  final  judgment ;  and  the 
defendants  or  appellees  are  hereby  obliged  to  answer  to 
such  actions  accordingly  ;  and  the  Justices  of  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  and  Supreme  Judicial  Court  res[)ec- 
tively,  before  whom  such  causes  are  or  may  be  triable  and 
depending,  are  hereby  impowered  and  directed  to  hear 
and  determine  all  such  causes,  proceed  to  judgment  and 
award  execution  accordingly  :  And  if  it  shall  so  hapi)en 
that  the  Executor  or  Administrator  of  the  deceased  hath 
not  suitable  time  in  the  judgment  of  the  Court  where  such 
action  or  suit  shall  be  pending  and  doth  by  law  survive 
as  aforesaid,  to  prepare  for  managing  the  cause,  or  to 
l)ecome  duly  qualified  to  prosecute  or  defend  the  same  ; 
in  such  case  it  shall  and  may  be  hiwful  for  the  Court  to 
suspend  the  hearing  and  trying  thereof  until  the  next 
term.  And  if  by  the  verdict  of  a  Jury,  or  by  the  default 
or  neglect  of  the  Executor  or  Administrator,  in  prosecuting 
or  defending  such  suit,  after  the  Executor  or  Administrator 
shall  have  appeared  and  undertaken  in  his  capacity  to 
l)rosecute  or  defend  the  suit,  judgment  pass  against  the 
Executor  or  Administrator,  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court 
and  Court  of  Common  Pleas  are  hereby  respectively 
authorized,  impowered  and  directed,  to  enter  up  judgment 
for  or  against  the  estate  of  the  deceased,  in  their  hands 
and  under  iheir  administration,  as  the  case  may  require. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each  Judge  of  Probate  Judges  of 
within  his  county  be,  and  hereby  is,  fully  authorized  and  i>owereVt?es- 
impowered,  to  call  before  him  and  to  examine  upon  oath,  oatl^pe'iHons 
any  person  susiiected  and  complained  of  by  any  Executor  si'sptftt'i  aud 

»'     1         ,     .  I  ,  ,1  J  J  coni]>laiiied 

or  Administrator,  Heir,  Creditor,  Legatee  or  other  person,  of  by  ExtcutoiB 
hiiving  lawful  right  or  claim  to  the  estate  of  any  person  tors. 
deceased,  to  have  concealed,  embezzled  or  conveyed  away 
any  of  the  money,  goods  or  chattels  left  by  the  Testator  or 
Intestate,  for  the  discovery  of  the  same.  — And  if  the  per- 
son suspected  and  complained  of  as  aforesaid,  shall  refuse 
to  be  examined,  or  to  answer  interrogatories,  u[)on  oath, 
r('si)ecting  the  estate  which  he  or  she  may  be  suspected  of 
concealing,  embezzling  or  conveying  away,  it  shall  and 
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may  be  lawful  for,  and  the  said  Judge  is  hereby  impow- 
ered  to  commit  such  person  so  refusing  to  be  examined 
or  answer  interrogatories  upon  oath  as  aforesaid,  unto  the 
common  goal  of  the  county,  there  to  remain  until  be  or 
she  shall  consent  to  be  examined  and  answer  interroga- 
tories upon  oath  as  aforesaid,  or  l)e  released  by  the  consent 
of  the  person  suspecting  and  complaining  against  him  or 
her,  or  by  order  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court. 

And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  several  Judges  of 
Probate  be,  and  hereby  are  impowered,  to  convene  before 
them  any  [)erson  that  has  been  or  may  hereafter  be 
intrusted  by  any  Executor  or  Administrator  with  any  part 
of  the  estate  of  the  Testator  or  Intestate  (and  to  l)e  assist- 
ing to  such  Executor  or  Administrator  in  the  execution  of 
their  trust)  who  shall  refuse,  upon  a  citation  issued  from 
the  Judge  of  Probate  for  that  purpose,  to  appear  before 
him,  and  render  a  full  account,  upon  oath,  of  any  money, 
goods  or  chattels,  and  of  any  bonds,  accounts  or  other 
papers  belonging  to  the  estate  of  the  Testator  or  Intestate, 
which  he  shall  have  taken  into  his  hands  or  custody  ;  and 
of  his  proceeding  for  and  in  behalf  of  such  Executor  or 
Administrator  in  his  capacity  as  such.  And  if  such  person 
shall  refuse  to  render  account  as  aforesaid,  such  Judge 
may  proceed  against  him  in  the  way  and  manner  before 
directed  for  persons  suspected  of  concealment,  who  refuse 
to  answer  interrogatories  upon  oath. 

And  J)e  it  further  enacted,  That  when  any  person  shall 
be  cited  to  appear  as  a  witness  before  the  Judge  of  Pro- 
bate in  any  cause  or  hearing,  and  such  person  shall  refuse 
to  appear  or  give  evidence,  he  or  she  shall  be  liable  to 
the  like  penalty  or  damage  as  such  person  would  be  liable 
unto  for  refusing  to  appear  or  give  evidence  in  any  Court 
of  Common  Pleas. 

And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  in  all  cases  where  the 
a[)praisers,  commissioners  or  dividers,  appointed  by  the 
Judge  to  perform  any  service  respecting  the  estate  of  any 
person  deceased,  or  persons  appointed  to  set  off  the 
widow's  dower  therein,  and  are  by  law  directed  to  l)e 
under  oath,  or  sworn  by  the  Judge  of  Probate,  they  may 
be  sworn  before  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  ;  and  in  case  there 
be  no  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  the  same  town,  they  may  be 
sworn  before  the  Town  Clerk  ;  a  certificate  of  such  oath 
to  be  relurned  to  the  Prol)ate  Office  from  whence  the  war- 
rant or  commission  appointing  them  issued. 

March  4,1784. 
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[Jainiury  Sessiou,  oh.  9.] 

AN  ACT  FOR  .SETTLING  THE  ESTATE  OF  BENJAMIN  WHITE,  LATE  C/iaj)     33 
OF    BliOOKLINE,   YEOMAN,    DECEASED,   ACCORDING   TO   THE  "' 

INTENDMENT  OF  THE  LAST  WILL  AND  TESTAMENT  OF  THE 
SAID  BENJAMIN. 

Whereas  Benjamin  White,  late  of  Brookline,  in  the  vreumMc. 
county  of  Suffolk,  yeoman,  on  the  fifth  day  of  Novem])er, 
In  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six, 
made  his  last  will  and  testament,  which  will  and  testament 
hath  been  duly  proved,  apjvoved  and  allowed ;  and  therein, 
among  other  things,  devised  to  Sarah  Iiis  wife,  a  certain 
p)art  of  the  income  of  his  real  estate,  during  her  life,  and 
ordered  that  his  real  estate  should  at  the  death  of  his  said 
trife,  be  equally  divided  betiveen  his  tivo  sons  Thomas  and 
licnjamin  :  And  ichereas  the  said  Sarah  is  now  alive,  and 
tJie  said  Thomas  Jias  lately  deceased,  leaving  issue,  laiv- 
fdly  begotten,  Sarah  White,  Eleanor  White,  Elizabeth 
White  and  Thomas  White  his  only  children  and  heirs, 
and  also  leaving  Luraina  White,  his  ividoio;  and  it  ap- 
pearing  that  the  said  Thomas,  deceased,  did  not  take 
any  estate  by  the  will  aforesaid  in  his  life  time,  his  said 
mother  having  survived  him;  and  the  guardians  of  his 
said  children,  his  said  mother,  his  ividoiv,  and  all  the 
heirs  of  the  said  Benjamin,  deceased,  having  united  in  their 
petition  and  request  to  the  General  Court,  that  the  share  of 
the  same  estate  which  would  have  come  to  the  said  Thomas, 
deceased,  if  he  had  survived  his  said  mother,  shall,  by  an 
act  of  the  General  Court,  be  settled  on  tlie  children  afore- 
said of  the  said  Thomas,  deceased :  And  whereas  it  appears 
by  the  certificate  of  the  guardians  of  the  said  children,  ami 
by  their  petition  exhibited,  that  the  said  Thomas,  in  his 
life  time,  for  the  consideration  of  five  hundred  pounds, 
lav:ful  money ,  paid  him  by  Benjamin  White,  of  the  said 
Brookline,  his  brother,  agreed  icith  the  said  Benjamin  to 
release  all  his  the  said  Thomas's  right  to  the  land  mentioned 
and  intended  to  be  devised,  to  wit :  all  the  real  estate  of  the 
said  testator  mentioned  in  the  will  aforesaid,  excepting  a 
farm  in  the  said  Brookline,  bounded  as  follows,  viz.  :  one 
j)iece  thereof  bounded  south  on  a  town  way  leading  to 
Newtown  ;  westerly  and  southerly  on  lands  q/'Isaac  Childs  ; 
northerly  on  land  of  William  Dudley  and  Isaac  Chihis  ; 
and  also  northerly  on  land,  of  John  Goddard  and,  John 
Childs  ;  and  easterly  on  land  of  the  heirs  q/"  Timothy  Harris 
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and  Childs  ;  one  other  piece  of  land  in  the  said  Brookline, 
hounded  northerly  upon  the  said  way ;  easterly  on  land  of 
the  heirs  o/"  Timothy  ILirris  and  John  Harris  ;  southerly  on 
the  land  of  John  Harris  in  part,  and  ptartly  on  a  lane-lead- 
inij  to  the  said  town  way ;  north  v^esterly  on  land,  of  Isaac 
Childs,  until  it  comes  to  the  said  town  way ;  also  two  acres 
of  salt  marsh  in  the  said  Brookline,  bounded  northerly  on 
Ciiarlcs  Kiver  ;  easterly  on  land  of  Benjamin  White,  JiJsf/ ; 
southerly  by  a  creek;  westerly  on  land  o/ John  Childs; 
aiid  it  was  also  between  the  said  Benjamin  aiid  Thomas, 
tJte  sons  of  the  said  Benjamin,  deceased,  agreed  that  the 
afore  described  lands  should  be  to  the  said  Thomas  arid  his 
heirs;  all  which  makes  it  necessary  that  the  General  Court 
should  attend  to  the  case,  and  by  consent  of  all  concerned  as 
above  expressed, pass  such  an  act  as  may  vest  the  lands  before 
described,  in  the  children  of  the  said  Thomas  deceased. 

Be  it   therefore  enacted  by  the   Senate  and  House  of 

Hepresentatives   in    General    Court  assembled,  and  by  the 

The  several        authoritii  of  the  Same,  That   the  several    tracts    of  land 

tracts  of  liititl  to  c/       »/  ' 

be  vested  ill  bcforc  dcscrlhed,  shall  be,  and  hereby  are,  vested  in  the 
atKrmheV'ch'iu''  said  Thomas,  Sarah,  Eleanor  and  Elizabeth,  the  chil- 
whue!!';"*''  t^»"en  of  the  said  Thomas  White,  deceased,  and  that  the 
ceased' to  be      same  shall    be  distrilmted   and   divided   to  them,   in   the 

divided  to  ' 

tbem.  same  manner  as  would  have  been  done  if  the  said  Thomas 

had  died  seized  of  the  same  in  fee  simple,  allowing  also 
the  said  Lnraina,  the  widow  of  the  said  Thomas,  her 
dower  therein,  according   to  the    laws  of  this  Common- 

The  residue  of    wealth;  and  that  the  residue  of  the  real  estate  mentioned 

the  real  estate        ,  ,  . 

iu  whom  vested,  in  tlicwiU  aforcsaid,  of  the  said  Benjamin  White,  de- 
ceased, shall  l)e,  and  hereby  is,  vested  in  the  said  Benja- 
min, the  son  of  the  said  testator,  in  fee  simple. 

March  o,  17 S4. 
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[January  Session,  ch.  10.] 

Chan    34  ^^  ^'^'^  ^^  addition  to  an  act,  intitled,  "  an  act  to  incor- 

^       1  '    '  rORATE  JONATHAN  GARDNER,  JUN.  AND  OTHERS,  THEREIN 

NAMED,  INTO  A  SOCIETY  BY  THE  NAME  OF  THE  MARINE 
SOCIETY,  AT  SALEM,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  ESSEX,  IN  THE 
PROVINCE  OFTHE  MASSACHUSETTS  jS.IF.IN  NEW  ENGLAND." 

iMeambic.  Whereas  in  and  by  an  act,  intided  ^^  An  act  to  incor- 

poirtte  J omxthtin  Gardner,  /«/i    and  others,  therein  named, 
into  a  society  by  the  name  of  the  Marine  Society,  at  Salem, 
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in  the  couiUy  of  Essex,  in  tJie  Province  of  Massachusetts 
Bay,  in  New  England'",  il  is  amonij  other  titinf/s  enacted, 
"  TJiat  the  Kdid  society  shaU  have  an  annual  meeting  on 
the  last  'fliursJaij  o/"  October,  to  choose  snch  oj/icers  as  they 
shall  thiiih-pi-oper ;  for  the  admission  of  nen'  members,  by  a. 
majority  of  the  votes  of  the  7nembers  then  present;  and  to 
make,  alter  and  annul  their  by-laics;  and  likeivise  thai  the 
said  society  shall  meet  at  the  said  Salem,  on  the  last  Thurs- 
day of  every  other  month,  for  condnctiny  all  other  busi- 
ness."  And  whereas  the  said  society  have  represented  to 
this  Court,  that  the  beneficial  2'>ur2ioses  of  the  institution 
thereof  will  be  as  effectually  accomplished  by  having  their 
)neetings  less  frequent,  and  the  admission  of  new  mem- 
bers, conducted  in  another  manner,  than  is  described  in 
the  said  act : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in.  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  Tliat  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act  there  Times  for  naeet- 
shall  be  four  quarterly  meetings  of  the  said  society,  viz.:  "ociety.^*^ 
on  the  last  Thursday  oi  October,  on  the  last  Thursday  of 
January,  on  the  last  Thursday  of  Aj)ril,  and  on  the  last 
Thursday  o^  July,  annually  ;  and  at  either  of  the  said  meet- 
ings, they  are  hereby  authorized  to  perform  all  and  every 
business  they  were  impowered  to  perform  at  their  annual 
meeting  on  the  last  Thursday  of  October,  by  the  before 
recited  act ;  excepting,  that  no  person  proposed  to  be  a 
member  of  the  said  society,  shall  be  admitted  at  either  of 
those  meetings,  unless  there  be  three-fourths  of  the  votes 
of  the  members  present  at  such  meeting  for  his  admission. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  whenever  any  six  members  of  the  said  society  shall  in  Six  members  of 
writing,  directed  to  the  master  of  the  said  society,  request  frapowemfto 
a  meeting  may  be  called,  other  than  the  quarterly  meet-  other  uian""^ 
ino-s  l)efore  mentioned,  the  said  master,  on  such  applica-  fi'>arteriy  meet- 
tion,  shall  call  a  meeting  of  the  said  society,  and  direct  the 
clerk  to  notify  the  mcmliers  thereof  accordingly  :  at  which 
meetings  the  said  society  are  hereliy  impowered  to  do  and 
])erform,  every  matter  they  have  hitherto  been  impowered 
to  do  and  perform,  at  their  monthly  meetings  before  the 
})assing  of  this  act. 

And  it  is  further  enacted,  That  all  the  clauses  contained  Certain  clauses 

,        ,       .  .       1  .  repealed. 

in  the  betorc  recited  act,  so  tar  as  they  relate  to  the  mat- 
ters contained  in  this  act,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  repealed. 

March  9,  1784. 


578  1783.  — Chapter  35. 


Chap.  35 
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[Jaiuiary  Session,  ch.  11.] 

AN  ACT  FOR  IMPOWERING  CERTAIN  PERSONS  TO  EXAMINE  THE 
SALES  THAT  HAVE  BEEN  MADE  BY  THE  MOIIEAKUNNUK 
TRIBE  OF  INDIANS,  AND  FOR  REGULATING  THE  FUTURE 
SALES  AND  LEASES  OF  ALL  LANDS  FROM  THE  SAID  TRIBE  OF 
INDIANS. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rej)resenta- 
tives  in  General  Court  assemhled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
Commissioners  the  sauw,  That  JoJiu  Bacou,  Jahleel  Woodbrkh/e,  Esq'rs, 
aminlfthe  sales'  i^ud  Ml".  John  Sar(je7it,  missionary  to  the  said  Indians,  all 
"onging'to'ihe"  ^^  Stockbrid(je,  be,  and  hereby  are  appointed  Commis- 
Moheakunnuk     sioners,  to  examine  the  sales  of  all  lands  heretofore  made 

tnlie  ot  Indians  ,»       i  x      t  i      i  •  nr-    77  7 

heretofore  made  by  any  01  the  Indians  belonging  to  the  Molieakunnuh 
tribe,  residing  in  Stockbridne,  in  the  county  of  Berkshire, 
which  have  not  been  legally  confirmed  ;  and  that  the  said 
Commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them  be,  and  they  hereby 
are,  authorized  and  impowered,  if  they  shall  judge  such 
sales  to  have  been  justly  and  fairly  made,  and  that  the 
Indian  or  Indians  making  such  sales,  have  received  the 
Sales  to  be  con-  just  valuc  thcrcof;  in  such  case,  and  not  otherwise,  to 
firmed  m  case.  (,()jj|^^.jj^  ^j-^g  game,  by  entering  their  approbation  on  the 
l)ack  of  the  deed  conveying  such  lands,  signed  with  their 
hands,  in  the  presence  of  two  witnesses  ;  which  approbation 
so  signified  and  attested,  together  with  the  deed,  shall  be 
recorded  by  the  register  of  the  said  county,  and  that  such 
deed  thus  approved,  shall  be  of  equal  force  and  validity, 
with  a  good  and  lawful  deed  made  by  any  subject  of  this 
Commonwealth. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 

Future  sales  to    any  futurc    salcs  or  leases  which  the    said  Indians    may 

thecomraLion-  uiakc,  of  au}^  hiuds  or  buildings  to  them  belonging,  shall, 

*"'*■  on  their    being  approved   by  the  said  Commissioners  in 

the  manner  aforesaid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  be  good 

and  valid  in  law,  and  not  otherwise. 

A7id  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
tXytelovolL  That  the  said  Commissioners  shall  lay  before  the  Judge  of 
judge.annuaiiy,  Probate,  for  the  said  county,  some  time  in  the  month  of 

an  account  o'  -,  ^  ,  /•        1 1        1  i 

land,  the  sale  of  Jiay,  aunualiy,  au  account  ot  all  the  lots  and  tracts 
aVpro'ved7  '^^"^  of  land,  the  sales  or  leases  of  which  they  have  approved 
as  aforesaid,  signifying  !fs  near  as  may  be,  the  quantity 
and  quality  of  each  lot,  the  price  at  which  the  same  was 
sold  or  leased,  and  the  term  of  the  lease,  together  with 
the  name  or  names  of  the  Indians,  selling  or  leasing,  and 
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the  name  or  luinie.s  of  the  person  or  persons,  purchasing  or 
hiring  the  same. 

And  be  if  furtJiev  enacted,  That  the  Judge  of  Pro])ate  JudKeof 

,.  ■  .  ,    '  ,  ,  ^-      11    il        n  Probate  to  make 

tor  tlie  said  county,  make  an  annual  return  ot  all  the  Com-  aniiunuai 
missioners'  proceedings  as  aforesaid,  that  shall  l)e  lodged  commirHioners 
in  his  oflice,  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Conmiissioners  of  the  P'oceeciings. 
Company  for  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  Neio  EmjJand, 
and  the  parts  adjacent,  in  Anierica. 

And,  he  it  further  enacted ,  That  no  Indians  belonging  to  No  Indians 
the  said  tribe,  shall  be  liable  to  an  action  in  law,  for  any  action  in'iaw, 
debt  which  he  may  contract  from  and  after  the  first  day  ""''^^*- 
of  J/(/y  next  ensuing,  unless  the  said  debt  shall  have  been 
ai)pr()ved  by  the  Commissioners,  as  by  this  act  is  directed 
on  deeds. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.    That    the    Commissioners  commiBsioners 

to  DG  llDClGr 

herel)y  appointed,  shall,  on  their  accepting  the  trust  by  oath. 
this  act  re})osed   in    them,   and  before    they  proceed   to 
transact  the  business  aforesaid,  take  an  oath   before  the 
Judge  of  Probate,  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  trust 
and  powers  hereby  reposed  in  them.  March  9,  17 84. 
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[January  Session,  ch.  12.] 

AN    ACT    DIRECTING    THE    DESCENT    OF    INTESTATE    ESTATES,  fhr/jy     Qg 
AND   FOR  IMPGWERING  THE   JUDGE   OF    PROBATE   TO  MAKE  '^""/^' 
PARTITION   IN   CERTAIN   CASES. 

JJe  it  enacted,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  liepreseida- 
fiveti  in  Genercd  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  aidhority  of 
the  same.  That  when  any  person  shall  die  seized  of  lands,  Lancisnot 

,  ,  "^^  ii'i'ii  devised,  how  it 

tenements  or  hereditaments,  not  by  him  devised,  the  same  siiaii descend. 
shall  descend  in  equal  shares  to  and  among  his  children, 
and  such  as  shall  legally  represent  them,  (if  any  of  them 
be  dead)  ;  except  the  eldest  son  then  surviving,  who  shall 
have  two  shares,  if  there  is  no  issue  of  an  older  son,  in 
which  case  such  issue  and  lineal  descendant,  or  descend- 
ants of  such  issue,  shall  have  two  shares  in  right  of  the 
father,  although  the  father  died  before  the  grand  father ; 
and  in  every  case  where  children  shall  inherit  l)y  repre- 
sentation, it  shall  be  in  equal  shares  ;  and  where  there  are 
no  children  of  the  Intestate,  the  inheritance  shall  descend 
e(|ually  to  the  next  of  kin,  in  equal  degree,  and  those  who 
represent  them,  computing  by  the  rules  of  the  civil  law  — 
no  person  to  be  considered  as   a  legal   representative  of 
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collaterals  beyond  the  degrees  of  brothers'  and  sisters' 
chihlren  ;  and  for  want  of  heirs  the  estate  shall  aeci'ue  to 
.  the  Commonwealth.  And  when  any  of  the  children  of  an 
Intestate  die  liefore  his  arrival  to  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years  and  unmarried,  such  deceased  child's  share  shall 
descend  equally  among  the  surviving  brothers  and  sisters, 
and  such  as  legally  represent  them  ;  but  if  such  deceased 
child  die  after  having  arrived  to  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  unmarried  and  intestate,  in  the  life  time  of  the 
mother,  every  brother  and  sister  shall  inherit  equally  with 
the  mother 
Personal  estate        j^fj^j  jg  /^  further  encicted,  That  when  any  person  shall 

not  bequealhfd,  i        ,•  11  1 

howtobeiiis-  clie  possessed  ot  any  chattels  or  personal  estate,  not  by 
him  bequeathed,  the  same  shall  be  distributed  among  his 
heirs,  in  the  same  way  and  manner  real  estates  descend  by 
this  act. 

Proviso.  Provided   nevertheless,   and  it    is    enacted,  That   such' 

chattels  or  personal  estate,  shall  stand  chargeable  with 
the  payment  of  all  the  just  debts  and  funeral  charges  of 
the  deceased  ;  and  after  the  payment  thereof,  the  surplus- 
age (if  any  there  be)  shall,  b}^  the  Judge  of  Probate,  be 
decreed,  one  third  part  to  the  widow  of  the  deceased  for- 
ever, unless  the  Intestate  died  without  issue,  in  which  case 
she  shall  have  one  half  thereof  forever.  And  when  the 
personal  estate  shall  be  insufficient  to  pay  the  debts  and 
funeral  charges  of  the  deceased,  the  widow  shall  neverthe- 
less be  intitled  to  her  apparel,  and  such  other  of  the  per- 
sonal estate,  as  the  Judge  of  Probate  shall  determine 
necessary,  according  to  her  quality  and  degree  ;  and  such 
part  of  the  personal  estate  as  the  Judge  may  allow  the 
widow,  shall  not  be  assets  in  the  hands  of  the  executor  or 
administrator.  And  the  real  estate  shall  stand  chargeable 
with  all  the  debts  of  the  deceased,  over  and  above  what 
the  personal  shall  be  sufficient  to  pay  as  aforesaid. 

Widows  intitled       And   be   it   further   enacted.    That   the  w^idow    of  the 

to  their  dower,  dg^eased  shall  in  all  cases  be  intitled  to  her  dower  in  the 
real  estate,  (where  she  shall  not  have  been  otherways 
endowed  before  marriage)  and  to  a  recovery  of  the  same, 
in  manner  as  the  law  directs.  And  after  the  payment  of 
debts,  funeral  expences  and  the  charges  necessarily 
incurred  in  the  settlement  of  any  estate,  are  deducted,  the 
Judge  of  Probate  of  the  county  where  the  deceased  was 
an  inhabitant  or  resident,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  shall 
cause  the  residue,  whether  it  be  situate  in  the  county  in 
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which  he  is  Judge,  or  any  other  county  in  the  govern- 
ment, to  be  divided,  iind  partition  thereof  to  he  made 
among  the  children  or  heirs  as  this  act  directs  ;  unless 
it  shall  so  happen,  that  some  one  or  more  of  the  chil- 
dren or  grand  children,  shall  have  portions  of  the  Intestate 
assigned  or  delivered  them  by  him  in  his  life  time  ;  in 
which  case  such  portions  shall  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion, and  deducted  from  their  shares  in  such  partition 
respectively. 

And  be  if  further  enacted,  That  when  a  man  and  his  when  a  man 
wife  shall  be  seized  of  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments,  bcHui/ra  of"  ^ 
in  her  right  in  fee,  and  issue  shall  be  born  .alive  of  the  Hgllf; iuui "Le*" 
body  of  such  wife,  that  may  inherit  the   same,  and  such  blfhei^" '' *'^''" 
wife  shall  die,  the  husband  shall  have  and  hold  such  estate 
during  his  natural  life,  as  tenant  by  the   courtesy.      Pro-  Proviso. 
vided  (dira7/s,  That  when  the  real  estate  cannot  be  divided 
among  all  the  children,  or  their  legal  representatives,  with- 
out great  prejudice  to,  or  spoiling  the  whole,  the  Judge 
of  Probate  may  order  the  whole  to  the  eldest  son,  if  he 
accept  the  same,  or  to  any  other  of  the  sons  successively, 
on  his  refusal,  he  paying  unto  the  other  children  of  the 
deceased,  their  equal  and  proportionable  shares    of   the 
true  value  thereof,  upon  an  appraisement  to  be  made  by 
three  disinterested  freeholders,  appointed  by  the  Judge 
for  that  purpose,  and  under  oath  ;  or  giving  good  security 
to  pay  the  same,  in  such  convenient  time  as  the  said  Judge 
shall  limit  and  appoint,  making  reasonable  allowance  in 
the  interim,  not  exceeding  six  per  cent,  per  annum. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  when  the  real  estate  of  an  Intestate  will  conveniently  when  real 
acconnnodate  more  of  the  children  than  the  eldest  son,  or  lutesutes  win 
his  legal  representatives,  the  Judge  of  Probate  may  settle  nwrthanthc 
the  same  on  as  many  of  the  children  (preference  heing  ^■^^'j'^'''**^°"'**^^ 
ahvavs  given  to  the  sons)  as  it  will  accommodate,  without  Prohate directed 

,*',.^  ....         ^    ..  ,,  .  ,-r  in  this  case. 

prejudice  to,  or  spoihng  the  whole  ;  or  in  case  the  Intes- 
tate left  no  issue,  the  same  may  be  assigned  to  one  or  so 
many  of  the  next  of  kin  to  the  Intestate,  in  equal  degree,  or 
Iheir  legal  representatives,  as  such  estate  will  conveniently 
accommodate  without  prejudice  to,  or  spoiling  the  whole, 
(preference  being  given  to  the  male  heirs  among  such  as 
are  of  kin  in  equal  degree).  And  to  the  end  there  may 
be  some  method  prescribed  for  determining  what  shall  be 
said  to  be  advancing  a  child  by  settlement,  in  the  life  time 
of  the  Intoslate  : 
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What  shall  be 
deemed  an 
advancement   to 
children  of  lauds 
ov  personal 
estate. 


Persons  dying 
intestate, 
administration 
to  he  granted 
to  the  widow, 
or  next  of  kin, 
and  an  in- 
ventory to  be 
taken  of  the 
estate. 


In  case  of 
refusal  of  the 
widow  or  next 
of  kin,  adminis- 
tralion  to  be 
granted  to 
some  one  of  the 
princii)al 
creditors. 


Administrators 
to  give  bond. 


Form  of  the 
bond. 


Be  it  further  enacted,  Thut  iiny  deed  of  hinds  or  tene- 
ments made  for  love  and  afiection,  or  where  any  personal 
estate  delivered  a  child  shall  be  charged  in  writing  by  the 
Intestate,  or  by  his  order,  or  a  memorandum  made  thereof, 
or  delivered  expressly  for  that  purpose,  before  two  wit- 
nesses who  were  bid  to  take  notice  thereof,  the  same  shall 
be  deemed  and  taken  an  advancement  to  such  child  or 
children  to  the  value  of  such  lands,  tenements  or  personal 
estate,  within  the  intent  of  this  act. 

A)id  be  it  further  enacted,  That  after  the  decease  of  any 
person  intestate,  administration  of  such  Intestate's  goods 
and  estate  shall  be  granted  unto  the  widow,  or  next  of  kin 
to  the  Intestate,  (upwards  of  twenty-one  years  of  age)  or 
both,  as  the  Judge  of  Probate  shall  think  tit,  within  thirty 
days,  or  sooner,  and  an  inventory  taken  of  all  the  estate 
of  the  deceased,  within  three  months  or  sooner,  by  three 
suitable  persons  appointed  by,  and  sworn  before,  the  Judge 
of  Probate,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  that  trust.  And 
after  the  expiration  of  thirty  days  from  the  death  of  any 
person  intestate,  in  case  the  widow  or  next  of  kin  shall 
refuse  or  neglect  to  take  out  letters  of  administration, 
being  cited  before  the  Judge  for  that  purpose,  in  case  they 
are  resident  within  the  county,  he  ma}^  commit  administra- 
tion of  any  such  estate  to  some  one  or  more  of  the  princi- 
pal creditors,  if  accepted  by  them  or  others,  as  he  shall 
think  fit  upon  their  refusal  ;  and  every  administrator  shall, 
before  he  or  she  shall  enter  upon  the  execution  of  that 
trust,  give  bond  to  the  Judge  of  Probate,  with  good  and 
sufficient  sureties,  upon  condition  among  other  things,  to 
make  and  return  a  true  inventory  of  the  estate  adminis- 
tered on,  into  the  Probate  Office  within  three  months,  and 
to  render  an  account  of  administration,  within  one  year 
from  the  time  of  taking  administration,  which  bond  shall 
be  in  the  form  following  : 

Knoin  all  Men  by  tJiese  Presents,  That  we 
within  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  are  holden, 
and  stand  firmly  bound  and  obliged  unto  Esq  ; 

Judge  of  Probate  of  Wills,  and  granting  administration 
within  the  county  of  in  the  full  sum  of  pounds, 

in  lawful  money  of  said  Commonwealth,  to  be  paid  unto 
the  said  his  successors  in  the  said  office,  or  assigns  ; 

to  the  true  payment  whereof,  we  do  bind  ourselves,  and 
each  of  us,  our  and  each  of  our  heirs,  executors,  and 
administrators,  jointly  and  severally,  for  the  whole  and  in 
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the   whole,   rtrinly   by  these   presents.     Sealed   with   our 
seals,  dated  the  day   of  Anno  Domini,   one 

thousand  seven  hundred  and 

The  condition  of  fhis preftenf.  obJir/ation  is  suc/t,  That  if 
the  al)0ve  bouuden  do  make  or  cause  to  be 

made,  a  true  and  perfect  inventory  of  all  and  singular, 
the  goods,  chattels,  rights  and  credits,  of  the  said 
deceased,  which  have,  or  shall  come  to  the  hands,  posses- 
sion or  knowledge  of  the  said  or  into  the 
iiands  and  possession  of  any  other  person  or  persons 
for  and  the  same  so  made,  do  exhibit,  or  cause  to  be 
exhibited,  into  the  Registry  of  the  Court  of  Prol)ate,  for 
the  said  county  of  at  or  before  the  day  of 
next  ensuing  ;  and  the  same  goods,  chattels,  rights 
and  credits,  and  all  other  the  goods,  chattels,  rights  and 
credits,  of  the  said  deceased,  at  the  time  of  death, 
whic-h  at  any  time  after  shall  come  to  the  hands  and  pos- 
session of  the  said  or  into  the  hands  and 
possession  of  any  other  person  or  jiersons  for  do  well 
and  truly  administer  according  to  law  :  And  further  do 
make  or  cause  to  be  made,  a  just  and  true  account  of 
said  administration,  upon  oath,  at  or  before  the  day 
of  which  will  be  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  .  And  all  the  rest  and  residue  of 
the  said  goods,  chattels,  rights  and  credits,  wdiich  shall 
be  found  remaining  upon  the  said  administrat 
account,  (the  same  being  first  examined  and  allowed  of  by 
the  Judge  or  Judges,  for  the  time  being,  of  Probate  of 
\Vills,  and  granting  administrations  w'ithin  the  county 
of  aforesaid)  and  shall  deliver  and  pay  unto  such 
person  or  persons  respectively,  as  the  said  Judge  or 
Judges,  by  ..his  or  their  decree  or  sentence,  pursuant  to 
law,  shall  limit  and  appoint :  And  if  it  shall  hereafter 
appear,  that  any  last  will  and  testament  was  made  by  the 
said  deceased,  and  the  executor  or  executors  therein 
named,  do  exhibit  the  same  into  the  Court  of  Probate,  for 
the  said  county  of  making  request  to  have  it  allowed 
and  approved  accordingly  ;  if  the  said  within 
boundcn  being  thereunto  required,  do  render  and  deliver 
the  said  letter  of  administration  (approbation  of  such 
testament  being  first  had  and  made)  into  the  said  Court: 
Then  the  before  written  obligation  to  l)e  void  and  of  none 
ellect,  or  else  to  abide  and  remain  in  full  force  and  virtue. 
Sealed  and  delivered  in  presence  of  us. 
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i^o'irhavTie°'  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  where  two  or  more  have 
lersof admiDis-  letters  of  {\diiiiiiistration   "ranted   them   of  any  intestate 

t ration  granteci  .  ^  i  ii  i 

and  one  or  more  estatc,  and  one  or  more  oi  them  take  all  or  the  greatest 
or  part  of  the"  part  of  such  cstatc  into  his  or  their  hands,  and  refuse  to 
a°d*rofn8e^to'''  paj  the  del)ts  or  funeral  charges  of  such  Intestate,  or  refuse 
throther'"^  to  account  with  the  other  administrator,  then  and  in  such 
a.irainisirator,     q.^^q  [^  shall  and  mav  be  lawful  for  such  ao;""rieved  admin- 

the  one  ag-  .  ,      .  ,   .  .  ^  '   ^.  .  , 

grieved  may       istrator  to  i)ruig  his  action  01  account  against  the  other 

bring  Ids  action.       ^      •     •    .       .  i      •     •    ^       ^  i  i- 

administrator  or  administrators,  and  recover  his  propor- 
tionable share  of  such  Intestate's  estate  as  shall  belong  or 
appertain  to  him. 
Noadministra  And  be  it  further  enucted,  That  no  administration  of  the 
g'ranted until,  goods  or  cstatc  of  any  deceased  person,  not  administered 
upon  by  a  former  administrator  or  executor,  shall  be 
granted  until  it  shall  evidently  appear  to  the  Judge  of 
Probate,  by  the  oath  of  the  party  applying  therefor,  or 
otherways,  that  there  is  such  personal  estate  of  the 
deceased,  to  the  amount  of  five  pounds,  or  upwards,  or 
debts  of  the  like  or  greater  value,  due  from  the  deceased's 
estate  unpaid.  Nor  shall  administration  be  originally 
granted  upon  the  estate  of  an}^  deceased  person,  after  the 
expiration  of  twenty  years  from  the  death  of  such  person. 
Judges  of  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  respective  Judges 

piwe^red^when  of  Probatc  withiu  this  government  be,,  and  hereby  are 
thefrw?uran"t8  directed  and  impowered,  when  they  make  out  their  war- 
learestatel^'to"^  I'ants  for  the  division  of  the  real  estate  of  any  ])erson 
direct  the  com-    dvino;  iutcstatc,  to  and  among  the  heirs,  or  for  assiirninii- 

mittee  in  this  i  •  i         ,       i  i  i  ,  . 

case.  the  Widows  dower,  where  such  estate  or  any  part  thereof, 

lies  in  common  or  undivided  with  the  real  estate  of  any 
other  person,  to  direct  the  committee  named  in  such  w'ar- 
rant,  first  to  sever  and  divide  the  Intestate's  estate  from 
the  estate  with  which  it  lies  in  common  as  aforesaid  ;  the 
said  committee  to  give  timely  notice  to  all  parties  inter- 
ested, to  be  present  if  they  see  cause  ;  and  such  division 
so  made  and  accepted  by  the  Judge,  and  duly  recorded 
in  the  Probate  Office  for  the  same  county,  shall  be  binding 

Proviso.  on    all    persons    interested.     Provided,  That  where  any 

minors  or  persons  non  compos,  or  otherwise  incapacitated 
to  take  care  of  their  estates,  are  interested  in  either  estates, 
or  out  of  the  government,  guardians  shall  be  appointed 
over  them,  and  some  discreet  person  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  Judge  to  represent  and  act  for  such  absent  party 
before  such  division  is  made.  Provided  also.  That  before 
the  order  for  such  division  issue,  it  be  made  to  appear  to 
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the  Jiulgo  of  Probate,  that  the  .several  persons  interested 
in  such  estate,  if  living  within  this  government,  or  the 
attorney  of  such  as  are  absent,  and  have  attornies  resid- 
ing within  this  government,  have  been  duly  notified  of 
such  partition,  and  have  had  opportunity  to  make  their 
exception  to  the  same. 

And  be  if  flirt /tei'  enacted,  That  when  and  so  often  as  wimn devisees 
any  devisee  (or  his  guardian)  who  holds  any  real  estate  tionUrTd'?^'- 
in  partnership  with  any  person  or  persons,  by  force  of  any  w'uuorthe^ 
last  will    and  testament,  shall    make    application    to   the  ',V"'P.°^. 

•   T>       1  •  ■\   T-\  '  1  robsite  to 

fludge  of  Pi-obatc  ot  u  ills,  SiC.  in  the  county  where  such  order  the  whole 
estate  lies,  for  a  division  thereof,  it  shall  and  may  be  law-  to  be  divided.' 
ful  for  such  Judge  of  Probate  to  order  the  whole  of  the 
real  estate  so  devised,  (or  that  i)art  of  it  the  partition 
whereof  is  requested)  to  be  divided  to  and  among  the 
devisees,  in  })ro[)ortion  according  to  the  will  of  the  testa- 
tor, by  five  or  three  good  and  discreet  freeholders  of  the 
same  county,  to  be  appointed  by,  and  sworn  before,  the 
said  Judge,  to  the  due  performance  of  that  service  ;  notice 
being  first  given  to  all  parties  concerned  to  be  present  at 
the  making  of  such  ])artition,  if  they  see  cause,  which  par- 
tition or  division  being  returned  into  the  Probate  Office, 
and  approved  by  the  Judge,  and  there  recorded,  shall  be 
valid  in  the  law  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  unless  upon 
the  appeal  of  any  party  aggrieved  at  the  {)artition  so 
made,  the  same  should  be  reversed  or  altered  before  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Probate.  And  whereas  it  sometimes 
happens,  that  real  estates  devised  by  will,  lie  in  common 
and  undivided  with  other  real  estates  : 

Be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  every  such  case,  it  shall  I'^'titioii  tohe 

•''  'J  '  made  between 

and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  Judge  of  Probate  to  order  the  estate  given 

and  direct  thp  freeholders  aforesaid,  first  to  make  partition  othrriami*"^ 

between  the  estate  given  by  will,  and  any  other  land  or 

real  estate  lying  in  common  therewith,  in   the  same  way 

and  manner  as   is   before   provided    for  dividing  intestate 

estates  from  any  other  estates,  with  which  they  may  lay 

in  common.     Provided  that    no  partition  shall  be  made  rroviso. 

when  the  pro))ortion  belonging  to  the  devisees,  or  any  of 

them,  shall  by  the  tenor  of  the  devisee,  ajipear  to  be  dis- 

l)utable    and    uncertain.      Provided  also,  That  where  any 

of  the  interested  are  minors,  or  persons  nan  compos,  or 

otherways  incapacitated  to  take  care  of  their  estates,  or 

out  of  the  government,  guardians  shall  first  be  appointed 

for   such   minors    or  |)ersons    non   compos,  or  otherways 
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Parties  refusiug 
to  pay  charges 
of  division,  the 
Judge  of 
Probate  to  issue 
a  warraut  of 
distress. 


Proviso. 


Settlements  to 
be  made  when 
any  messuage, 
&;c.  is  of  greater 
value  than 
either  particB' 
part. 


Justices  of  the 
Peace  im- 
powered  to  ap- 
point tlie 
appraisers,  in 
case. 


incapiicittitcd,  aiul  some  discreet  and  disinterested  person 
shall  be  api)ointed  I>y  the  said  Judge,  to  represent  and  act 
for  such  absent  party. 

And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  when  ],)artition  or  divi- 
sion shall  he  made  by  any  Judge  of  Probate,  of  the  real 
estate  of  any  deceased  person,  agreeable  to  the  method 
])efore  prescril)ed,  and  any  one  or  more  of  the  interested 
party,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  their  just  proportion 
of  the  charge,  which  may  attend  such  division  or  settle- 
ment, it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  Judge  to  issue  a 
warrant  of  distress  against  any  delinquent  or  delinquents 
interested  as  aforesaid,  provided  an  account  of  such 
charge  l)e  first  laid  before  the  Judge,  and  the  just  propor- 
tion of  the  person  interested,  settled  and  allowed,  they 
having  been  duly  notified  to  l)e  present  at  such  settlement 
or  allowance. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when  any  messuage, 
tract  of  land,  or  other  tenement,  shall  be  of  greater  value 
than  either  parties'  part  or  share  in  the  estate  to  be  divided, 
and  cannot  at  the  same  time  be  subdivided,  or  part 
thereof  assigned  to  one  and  part  to  another,  (without 
great  inconvenience)  the  same  may  be  settled  or  assigned 
to  one  of  the  parties,  such  party  to  whom  the  same  shall 
be  so  assigned  paying  such  sum  or  sums  of  mone}^  to  such 
party  or  parties,  as  by  means  thereof  have  less  than  their 
share  of  the  real  estate,  as  the  committee  appointed  to 
make  partition  shall  award. 

Be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  case  the  estate  of  any 
person  dying  intestate,  shall  lay  more  than  ten  miles  from 
the  dwelling  place  of  the  Judge  of  Probate  of  the  county 
in  which  such  estate  lies,  then  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  any  Justice  of  the  Peace  to  appoint  the  appraisers  of 
such  estate  ;  and  in  case  any  part  of  the  estate  of  any  per- 
son dying  testate  or  intestate,  shall  lay  without  the  limits 
of  the  county  of  the  Judge  of  Probate,  to  whom  it  apper- 
tains to  act  as  such  in  the  settlement  of  the  same,  then  it 
shall  and  nuiy  be  law^ful  for  any  Justice  of  the  Peace  to 
appoint  the  appraisers  of  such  part  of  such  estate  ;  and  in 
both  the  cases  last  mentioned,  the  Justice  of  the  Peace 
ap{)ointing  appraisers,  shall  administer  to  them  the  neces- 
sary oaths,  and  shall  certify  the  same,  together  with  the 
appointment,  which  shall  I)e  considered  as  valid  and 
efiectual  in  law  as  if  such  persons  were  appointed  and 
sworn  by  the  Judge  of  Probate,  any  thing  in  this  act  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
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Provided  nevertheless,  Tliut  every  administrator  shall  P'^o^'so- 
be  h(>l(l  to  account  with  the  fJndiie  of  Probate  for  the  per- 
sonal estate  of  the  tleeeased,  as  the  same  shall  be  appraised, 
unless  the  Judge  shall  think  it  will  l)e  more  for  the  benefit 
of  those  concerned,  otherwise  to  dispose  of  the  same;  in 
which  case  the  said  Judge  shall  order  the  same,  or  any 
part  thereof,  to  be  sold  at  pul)lic  auction  or  at  private 
sale,  in  such  manner  as  he  shall  determine  will  best  serve 
the  interest  of  all  persons  concerned,  and  the  administrator 
shall  account  for  such  estate  as  the  same  was  sold. 

Ml/ereas  it  sometimes  happens,  that  for  mant  of  prudent 
management  in  executors,  administrators  or  (jnardians, 
ivho  are  imp)owered  to  sell  real  estates,  such  estates  are  dis- 
posed of  below  their  true  value,  to  the  rjreat  injury  of  the 
heirs  and  creditors  : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  hu  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  Executors,  &c. 

•  '  .     .       •>'  T  1  to  be  under  oath 

every    executor,    administrator   or    guardian,    who    may  previous  to 
obtain  a  legal  order  for  selling  real  estate,  shall,  previous 
to  the  sale,  before  some  Justice  of  the  Peace,  take  the 
following  oath  : 

I  A.  B.   do  solemnly  swear,   that  in  disposing  of  the  Form  of  the 
estate   lately  belonging   to  now  deceased,  I 

will  use  my  best  skill  and  judgment  in  fixing  on  the  time 
and  place  of  sale  ;  and  that  I  will  exert  my  utmost  endeav- 
ours to  dispose  of  the  same  in  such  manner  as  will  pro- 
duce the  greatest  advantage  to  all  persons  interested 
therein,  and  that  without  any  sinister  views  what- 
ever. 

And  the  said  executor,  administrator  or  guardian,  shall 
return  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  a  certificate  of  the  same, 
under  the-hand  of  the  Justice  before  whom  such  oath  was 
taken.  March  9,  1784. 
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[January  Sessioti,  ch.  13.] 

AN  ACT  DIRECTING  THE  MODE  OF  TRANSFEIIRING  REAL  ESTATES 
BY   DEED    AND    FOR    PREVENTING    FRAUD    THEREIN. 

Wliereas  it  is  necessar//  (to  prevent  uncertainty ,  fraud  Preamble. 
and  perjury  in  the  hxnisferring  real  estates)  that  a  n/ode 
thtrejor  should  be  established,  easy,  certain  and  notorious: 


Chap.  37 
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at  will  ouly. 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepreaenta- 

tives  in   General   Court  assembled,  and  bij  the  autlioriti/ 

Parole  leases,     qF  tJia  same,  That  iill  leuses,  estates,  interests  of  tVeehokl, 

&c.  to  have  the       ^  ,,  i.    ■       •  i  i'     •  j 

force  of  oBtates  oi"  tcniis  oi  jcai's,  oi'  aiij  uiiccrtain  interests  ol,  in  or  out 
of  any  messuages,  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments, 
made  or  created  by  livery  and  seizin  only,  or  by  parole, 
and  not  put  in  writing,  and  signed  l)y  the  parties  so  mak- 
ing or  creating  the  same,  or  their  agents  thereunto  lawfully 
authorized  by  writing  shall  have  the  force  and  effect  of 
leases  or  estates  at  will  only  ;  and  shall  not,  either  in  law 
or  equity,  be  deemed  or  taken  to  have  any  other,  or 
greater  force  or  effect ;  any  consideration  for  making  any 
such  parole,  leases,  or  estates,  notwithstanding.  And  no 
leases,  estates,  or  interests,  either  of  freehold  or  term  of 
years,  or  any  uncertain  interest  of,  in,  to,  or  out  of  any 
messuages,  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  shall  at 
any  time  be  assigned,  granted,  or  surrendered,  unless  it 
be  by  deed  or  note  in  writing,  signed  by  the  party  so 
assisnino",  orantins:  or  surrendering  the  same,  or  their 
agents  thereunto  lawfully  authorized  by  writing,  or  by 
act  and  operation  of  law. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  action  shall  hereafter  be 
maintained  upon  any  contract  or  sale  of  lands,  tenements 
or  hereditaments,  or  any  interest  in  or  concerning  the 
same,  unless  the  agreement  upon  which  such  action  shall 
be  brought,  or  some  memorandum  or  note  thereof  shall  be 
in  writing,  and  signed  by  the  party  to  be  charged  there- 
with, or  some  other  person  thereunto  by  him  lawfully 
authorized. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  grants  and  assign- 
ments, as  well  as  all  declarations  or  creations  of  trusts  or 
confidences  of  any  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments, 
shall  be  manifested  and  proved  by  some  writing  signed 
by  the  party,  who  is  by  law  enabled  to  grant,  assign,  or 
to  declare  such  trust,  or  by  his  last  will  in  writing,  or  else 
the  same  shall  be  utterly  void  and  of  no  effect.  Provided 
alivays.  That  where  any  conveyance  shall  be  made  of  any 
lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments,  by  which  a  trust  or 
confidence  shall  or  may  arise  or  result,  by  the  implication 
or  construction  of  law,  or  be  transferred  or  extinguished 
by  an  act  or  operation  of  law  ;  then,  and  in  every  such 
case,  such  trust  or  confidence  shall  be  of  the  like  force 
and  effect,  as  the  same  would  have  been  if  this  act  had  not 
been  made;  any  thing  herein  contained  to  the  contrary 
notwithstandins:. 


No  actious  to  be 
maintained 
ui)on  any  con- 
tract, llulf8B. 


All  giantf,  S;c. 
of  landH,  to  be 
manifested  and 
proved  by 
wrilini!. 


Proviso. 
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And  Jh',  it  further  enacted  hy  tlie  author  it  ij  afore.'^aid, 
That  :ill  deeds  or  other  conveyances  of  any  hinds,  tene-  i^eefis  executed 

I  ,.  ,.  *^.,.         i'/-^  11       by  mgning,  seal- 

nicnts  or  hereditaments,  lying  within  this  Lyoniiuonwoalth,  ing,  >^c.  to  be 
si;Li:ned  and  sealed  l)y  the  ])ait3^  or  parties  granting  the^**"' 
same,  having  good  and  hiwful  right  or  authority  there- 
unto, and  acknowledged  l)y  sucli  grantor  or  grantors, 
before  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  this  State,  or  l)eforc  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace  or  Magistrate  in  some  other  of  the 
Lhiited  States  o^  America,  (or  in  any  other  State  or  King- 
dom wherein  the  grantor  or  vendor  may  reside  at  the  time 
of  making  and  executing  the  deed)  and  recorded  at  length 
in  the  Kegistry  of  Deeds  in  the  county  where  such  lands, 
tenements  or  hereditaments,  do  lie,  shall  he  valid  to  pass 
the  same  without  any  other  act  or  ceremony  in  the  law 
whatsoever.  And  no  bargain,  sale,  mortgage  or  other 
conveyance,  in  fee  simple,  fee  tail,  or  for  term  of  life,  or 
any  lease  for  more  than  seven  years  from  the  making 
thereof,  of  any  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments,  within 
this  Commonwealth,  shall  be  good  and  effectual  in  law  to 
hold  such  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments,  against  any 
other  person  or  persons  but  the  grantor  or  grantors,  and 
their  heirs  only,  unless  the  deed  or  deeds  thereof  be 
acknowledged  and  recorded  in  manner  aforesaid.  Pro-  rroviso. 
vided  nevertheless,  That  when  any  grantor  or  lessor  as 
aforesaid,  shall  go  beyond  sea,  or  be  removed  out  of  this 
government,  or  be  dead,  before  the  deed  or  conveyance 
by  him  executed  shall  be  acknowledged  as  aforesaid  ;  in 
every  such  case  the  proof  of  such  deed  or  conveyance, 
made  l)y  the  oath  of  one  or  more  of  the  witnesses  whose 
names  may  be  thereunto  subscribed,  before  any  Court  of 
Iveeord  within  this  Commonwealth,  shall  be  equivalent  to 
the  [)arties'  own  acknowledgment  thereof  before  a  Justice 
of  the  Pea(5e  as  aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  grantor  or  lessor  oiantoisiefus- 
of  any  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments,  shall  refuse  to  edle'theu""'' 
acknowledge  any  l)argain,   sale,  mortgage  or  other  con-  '''^'^''''' 
veyance  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  grantee  or 
lessee  to   leave  a  copy  of  such  deed  or  lease,  compared 
with  the  original  by  the  Register,  in  the  Register's  Office, 
and  such  copy  so  left  shall  be  deemed  sufficient  caution  to 
all    persons    against    purchasing    or  extending    execution 
thereon  for  the  si)acc  of  forty  days  from  the  time  of  leav- 
ing such  copy.      And  any  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  the  same  justices  of  the 
county,  after  such  refusal,  at  the  request  of  the  grantee  or  Bummonsf*"''  " 
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lessee,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators  or  assigns, 
may  issue  a  summons  for  such  grantor  or  lessor  to  appear 
(if  he  see  cause)  at  a  certain  time  and  phice  therein  men- 
tioned, to  hear  the  testimony  of  the  subscribing  witnesses 
thereunto  ;  which  summons  shall  be  served  by  the  proper 
officer,  seven  days  at  the  least  before  the  time  therein 
assigned  for  proving  the  deed ;  and  at  such  time  and 
place,  whether  the  grantor  or  lessor  be  present  or  not,  it 
being  made  to  appear  by  the  oath  of  one  or  more  of  the 
witnesses  thereunto  subscribed,  that  they  saw  the  said 
grantor  (or  lessor)  voluntarily  sign  and  seal  the  deed,  and 
that  they  subscril)ed  their  names  as  witnesses  thereunto  at 
the  same  time,  such  proceedings,  and  a  certificate  thereof 
under  the  hand  of  the  .Justice  annexed  to  the  deed, 
(wherein  the  presence  or  absence  of  the  adverse  party  shall 
]>e  noted)  shall  be  equivalent  to  the  acknowledgment  of 
the  grantor  before  a  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
Proviso.  Provided,  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed, 

deemed  or  extended,  to  bar  any  widow  of  any  vendor  or 
mortoagor  of  lands  or  tenements  from  her  dower  or  rij^ht 
in  or  to  such  lands  or  tenements,  wlio  did  not  join  with 
her  husband  in  such  sale  or  mortgage,  or  otherwise  law- 
fully bar  or  exclude  herself  from  such  dower  or  right. 
Sau  be  d?B^''^^^  ^??^  he  it  further  enacted,  That  any  mortgagee  of  any 
charged.  lauds,  tenements  or  hereditaments,  his  or  her  heirs,  execu- 

tors or  administrators,  having  received  full  satisfaction 
and  payment  of  all  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  are 
really  due  to  him  by  such  mortgage,  shall,  at  the  request 
of  the  mortgagor,  his  heirs,  executors  or  administrators, 
acknowledge  and  cause  such  satisfaction  and  payment  to 
be  entered  in  the  maro;in  of  the  record  of  such  mortgage, 
in  the  Register's  Office,  and  shall  sign  the  same,  which 
shall  forever  after  discharge,  defect  and  release  such  mort- 
gage, and  perpetually  bar  all  actions  to  be  brought  there- 
upon in  any  Court  of  Record.  And  if  such  mortgagee, 
his  heirs,  executors  or  administrators,  shall  not,  within 
ten  days  next  after  request  in  that  behalf  made,  and  ten- 
der of  his  reasonable  charges,  sign  and  seal  a  discharge  of 
the  said  mortgage,  and  release  and  quit  claim  to  the 
estate  therein  mentioned  to  be  granted,  and  acknowledge 
the  same  before  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  or  repair  to  the 
Register's  Office,  and  there  make  and  sign  such  discharge 
and  acknowledgment  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  liable  to  nuike 
good  all  damages  for  want  of  such  discharge  or  release,  to 
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be  recovered  by  ;i  speci:il  action  of  the  case,  in  any  Court 
of  Record,  to<!:other  with  trel)le  costs  of  suit. 

And  he  it  furtJier  enacted^  Thxxt  all  deeds   of  l)argain,  Former  deeds 
sale,  niorlgaiic,  or  other  conveyance  of  real  estate  hereto- 
fore made  and  executed  according    to    former    laws    and 
usage,  shall  be  valid  and  effectual.  March  10,  1784. 
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[January  Session,  ch.  15.] 

AN   ACT   IMPOWERING  THE   JUDGES   OF    PROBATE   TO    APPOINT  Q/ffjj)     38 
GUARDIANS  TO   MINORS   AND   OTHERS.  -^  ' 

JJe  it  enacted  bf/  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same.  That  the    Judge    of  Probate    in    each    county  ouaniians  to  be 

.  .        ,  ,  1  i'j  ^1  1111  •  allowed  by  the 

respectively  when  and  so  oiten  as  there  shall  be  occassion,  jiuiseof 
be,  and  hereby  is  irapowered,  to  allow  of  Guardians  that  *''"o^'*'«- 
shall  be  chosen  by  Minors  of  fourteen  years  of  age,  and 
to  appoint  Guardians  for  such  as  shall  be  within  or  under 
that  age,  taking  sufficient  security  of  all  such  Guardians 
for  the  ftiithful  discharge  of  their  trust,  and  to  account 
either  with  the  Judge  or  Minor  when  such  Minor  shall 
arrive  to  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  or  at  such  other 
time  as  the  Judge  upon  complaint  to  him  made  shall 
direct.  And  when  any  Minor  above  the  age  of  fourteen 
years  shall  be  cited  by  the  Judge  of  Probate  to  choose  a 
Guardian,  and  such  Minor  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  appear, 
or  when  appearing  shall  refuse  to  choose  a  Guardian,  or 
any  Guardian  chosen  by  such  Minor  shall  be  unable  to  give 
sufficient  security,  or  shall  refuse  the  trust,  or  when  any 
iSlinor  above  the  age  of  fourteen  j^ears  shall  be  without 
this  government,  in  every  such  case  the  Judge  of  Pro- 
bate shall  have  the  same  power  to  appoint  a  Guardian 
as  though  such  Minor  were  under  the  age  of  fourteen 
years. 

Provided  nevertheless,  That  when  a  Minor  above  the  Proviso. 
age  of  fourteen  years,  living  more  than  ten  miles  distance 
from  the  Judge  of  Probate's  dwelling  house,  shall  choose 
a  Guardian,  such  Minor  may  have  that  choice  certiticd  to 
the  Judge  by  any  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  the  same  county, 
or  by  the  Town  Clerk,  if  no  Justice  shall  dwell  in  such 
town,  which  choice  so  certified  shall  be  deemed  as  good 
and  valid  a.>  if  done  in  the  said  Judge's  presence. 
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Judges ira-  j^i^fj  jjQ  ii  fnyfher  enacted,  That  it  shall  l)e  in  the  power 

powered,  upon  ^  J  ^  '  •  -ii  •   i   •  i      • 

request  made  by  of   thc    Jiulffes   foT    thc  Probate   of   Wills,    wilhin    their 

the  friends  of  »  .  ' 

any  idiot,  s:c.  to  respective  countics,   irom    tune    to  time,   (upon    request 

direct  the  Select-  ii^ii:'*         i  ij.*  i*  'Ti 

men  to  make  Hiade  oj  thc  inencls  or  relations  or  any  idiot,  non  comj)o»^ 
inquisition.  ^^^,  lunatic  pcrsou,  or  by  the  overseers  of  the  j)oor  in 
such  town  where  such  idiot,  non  conijjos,  or  lunatic  per- 
son lives  or  is  an  inhabitant)  to  direct  the  Selectmen  of 
such  town  to  make  inquisition  thereinto  ;  and  if  the  per- 
son said  to  be  an  idiot,  lunatic,  or  distracted  person, 
shall  be  adjudged  by  the  Selectmen  of  the  town  (or  the 
major  part  of  them)  where  such  person  resides,  to  be 
t^°the  jud'es''  incapa])le  to  take  care  of  him  or  herself,  and  they  shall 
certify  the  same  under  their  hands,  to  the  Judge,  the  said 
Judge  of  Probate  shall  be  impowered  to  assign  some  suit- 
able person  or  persons  to  be  Guardian  or  Guardians  to  such 
idiot,  lunatic,  non  compos,  or  distracted  person,  direct- 
ing and  impowering  such  Guardian  or  Guardians  to  take 
care  of  the  person  and  estate,  both  real  and  personal,  of 
such  person,  and  to  make  a  true  and  perfect  inventory  of 
the  said  estate,  to  be  returned  into  and  filed  in  the  Pro- 
bate Office  in  such  county. 
Judges  of  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Judges  of  Probate 

i/,ed  ui.on  com-  in  their  respective  counties,  are  also  fully  authorized  and 
LTrs, ^c!"*^  impowered,  upon  the  com[)laint  of  any  heir,  creditor  or 
other  person,  having  lawful  right  or  claims  in  expect- 
ancy, to  the  estate  of  any  idiot,  lunatic,  non  compos,  or 
distracted  person,  as  well  as  the  Guardian  or  Guardians,  to 
proceed  with  any  person  or  persons  suspected  of  conceal- 
ing, embezzling  or  conveying  away  any  of  the  money, 
goods  or  chattels  of  such  idiot,  lunatic,  non  compos,  or 
distracted  person,  in  the  same  way  and  manner  as  is  by 
law  prescribed  for  persons  suspected  of  concealing,  embez- 
zling, or  conveying  away  the  money,  goods  or  eficcts  of 
deceased  persons . 

And  he  it  further  enacted  hy  the  authority  aforesaid, 
hnpmve7he°  That  thc  Guai'diau  or  Guardians  appointed  as  aforesaid, 
estate  of  the       shall  iiiiprovc  frugally  and  without  waste  and  destruction, 

idiot,  iSlc.  and  to  c      i  •!•  i  •  t  i 

settle  accounts,  the  cstatc  oi  thc  idiot,  nou  compos,  lunatic  or  distracted 
person,  and  apply  the  annual  income  and  profits  thereof 
for  the  comfortable  maintenance  and  support  of  the  said 
idiot,  lunatic,  non  compos  or  distracted  person,  and  also 
of  his  or  her  household  or  family,  (if  any  such  there  be) 
and  the  said  Guardian  or  Guardians  are  hereby  impowered 
to  settle  accounts,  receive,  (and  if  need  be)  to  sue  for  and 
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recover  all  just  debts  due  to  the  said  idiot,  lunatic,  non 
co7npo.s,  or  distracted  person,  from  any  person  or  persons 
whomsoever,  and  to  mana<2^e,  improve,  or  divide  the  real 
estate  in  as  full  and  am[)le  a  manner  as  the  said  idiot, 
lunatic,  7ton  compos  or  distracted  person  might  or  could, 
were  they  restored  to  the  full  use  of  their  rational  facul- 
ties ;  and  shall  also  be  subject  to  the  payment  of  all  just 
debts  owing  by  such  person  which  were  contracted  before 
their  distraction,  out  of  their  personal  estate,  or  in  case 
that  l)e  insutiicient,  then  out  of  the  real  estate,  being  tirst 
impowered  to  make  sale  thereof  by  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  in  the  way  and  manner  executors  or  administrators 
are  im})owered  to  make  sale  of  the  real  estates  of  deceased 
jiersons.  And  in  case  the  income  or  improvement  of  the  incase. 
personal  and  real  estate  of  such  persons  shall  not  be  suth- 
cient  to  support  them,  the  said  Supreme  Judicial  Court 
may  licence  and  authorize  the  Guardians  to  make  sale  of 
the  Avhole  or  part  of  the  real  estate  of  such  person  for  that 
purpose,  as  occasion  may  require.  And  in  case  any  such 
idiot,  lunatic,  or  distracted  person  shall  be  restored  to 
the  use  of  his  reason,  the  residue  and  remainder  of  the 
estate,  real  and  personal,  shall  be  returned  and  delivered 
to  him,  or  in  case  of  his  death  to  his  heirs,  executors,  or 
administrators  ;  the  Guardian  or  Guardians  having  first 
such  a  reasonable  allowance  out  of  the  same  for  their 
charge  and  trouble,  as  the  Judge  of  Probate  shall  order. 

A)id  be  it  furtJter  enacted,  That  the  Guardian  or  Guar-  Guardians  to 
dians  appointed  as  aforesaid,  shall  give  bond  to  the  Judge  k'^'^^'^'"''- 
of  Probate  for  the  time  being  in  a  reasonable  sum,  with 
sufficient  sureties  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  trust 
re})osed  in  them,  and  more  especially  for  the  rendering 
a  just  and*  true  account  of  their  guardianship,  when  and 
so  often  as  they  shall  be  thereunto  required. 

And  be  it  furtJter  enacted.  That  the  Judges  of  Probate  judges  of  rro 

•         .1      •  i'  ■•  1  •  bate  to  aiipoint 

in   their    respective  counties  may  also,  as  occasion  may  Guardians  for 
require,  appoint   guardians    for  the  children  of  lunatics,  |J?,'ia''ucif &". °^ 
idiots,   non  compos,  or  distracted  persons,  in    the    same 
way  and  manner  as  though  their  parents  were  naturally 
dead. 

^[)id  ir/tereas,  to  the  disJionor  of  I/Mt/ta)i   nature  and  the 
(I rent  injunj  of  societij ,  hidlvidiiaJs  ofteidlmes  spend,  lessen 
ami  waste  their  estates  by  excessive  drinking,  r/ami)i(/,  idle- 
ness and  debauchery,  and  thereh//  involve  themselves  and 
families  in    distress,  misery   and   ruin;    and   subject   the 
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Selectmen  to 
make  complaint 
to  the  Judge  of 
Probate,  in  case 
persons,  by  ex- 
cesBive  drink- 
ing, &c.  en- 
danger the 
towns  to  which 
they  belong  to 
charge. 


Executors,  ^tc. 
not  conii)elled  to 
plead  specially. 


Judges  of 
Probate  to  fix 
certain  days  for 
making  & 
publishing  their 
orders  and 
decrees. 


toinis  to  which  theij  Jjrhtnfi  to  expense  and  cliarfie  for  (JipIi- 
maintenance  and  Kuppoii : 

Beit  therefore  enacted,  by  the  antJiority  aforesaid,  That 
when  any  person  by  excessive  drinking,  gaming,  idleness 
or  debauchery  of  any  kind,  shall  so  spend,  waste  or  lessen 
his  or  her  estate,  as  thereby  to  expose  himself  or  herself, 
or  his  or  her  family,  or  any  of  them  to  want  or  suffering 
circumstances,  or  shall  by  thus  spending,  wasting,  or 
lessening  his  or  her  estate,  endanger  or  expose  the  town 
to  which  he  or  she  belongs,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Select- 
men thereof,  to  a  charge  or  expence  for  the  maintenance  or 
support  of  him  or  her,  or  his  or  her  family,  or  any  of 
them,  such  Selectmen,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  shall,  in 
such  case,  lodge  a  complaint  with  the  Judge  of  Probate 
for  the  county  to  which  the  person  spending,  wasting  or 
lessenino-  his  estate  as  aforesaid,  dotli  belong;  and  if  it 
shall  appear  to  the  said  Judge  of  Probate,  that  the  person 
complained  of  comes  within  the  description  of  this  act, 
and  has  had  due  notice  of  the  complaint  exhibited  against 
him  or  her,  as  the  case  may  be,  then,  and  in  that  case,  the 
said  Judge  of  Probate  shall  appoint  the  said  Selectmen, 
or  the  major  part  of  them,  or  some  suitable  and  discreet 
person  or  persons.  Guardian  or  Guardians  to  such  person. 
And  no  sale  or  bargain  of  any  real  or  personal  estate, 
made  l)y  such  person  or  persons,  after  the  appointment  of 
guardianship  as  aforesaid  shall  be  held  valid  in  law.  And 
the  Guardian  or  Guardians  that  may  be  thus  appointed, 
shall,  in  discharging  the  duties  of  their  appointment,  pur- 
sue the  same  method,  and  be  under  similar  obligations  for 
a  faithful  discharge  of  their  trust,  as  Guardians  appointed 
for  idiots,  lunatics,  or  for  persons  non  compos  mentis. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  Executors,  Administra- 
tors, and  Guardians  shall  not  be  compelled  to  plead  spe- 
cially to  any  action  or  suit  at  law,  brought  against  them 
in  their  said  capacity  ;  but  may  under  the  general  issue 
give  any  special  matter  in  evidence. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Judges  of  Probate 
in  the  respective  counties  of  this  State,  shall  have  certain 
fixed  days  for  the  making  and  pul)lishing  their  orders  and 
decrees,  and  such  days  to  be  made  known  by  public  noti- 
fications thereof  in  the  several  counties.  And  no  Judge 
of  Probate  shall  be  allowed  or  admitted  to  have  a  voice  in 
judging  and  determining  (nor  shall  he  be  admitted  to  plead 
or  act  as  an  attorney)    in   any  civil   action   whatsoever, 
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which  may  dcpencl  on  or  have  relation  to  any  sentence  or 
decree  made  or  passed  liy  him  in  his  office  aforesaid. 

March  10,  1784. 
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[Jauiiary  Session,  cli.  10.] 

AN   ACT    FOR   TIIK    BKTTER   MANAGING  LANDS,  WHARVES,  AND   (JJian,    39 
OTHER   REAL   ESTATE,   LYING   IN   COMMON.  .    ^  .    »  . 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represeida- 
tives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same.  That  when  and  so  often  as  any  tive  or  a  major  now  meetings 
part  of  the  Proprietors  of  Lands,  \\'iiarves,  or  other  Real 
Estate,  lying  in  common  in  any  part  of  this  Commonwealth, 
shall  Judge  a  Proprietors'  meeting  to  be  necessary,  they 
may  make  a  written  application  to  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 
thi'ough  the  Commonwealth,  or  to  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 
within  the  coimty  where  such  estate  lies,  for  a  warrant  for 
the  calling  of  a  meeting,  expressing  the  time,  place  and 
occasion  thereof;  and  such  Justice  is  hereljy  impowered 
to  grant  a  warrant  for  such  meeting  accordingly,  directed 
to  one  of  the  Pro})rietors  asking  the  same,  or  to  the  Pro- 
jH'ietor's  Clerk,  requiring  him  to  notify  the  Proprietors  of 
the  meeting,  and  the  time,  place,  and  occasion  of  the 
same  ;  Avhich  notification,  in  case  such  undivided  estate 
lies  in  any  incorporated  town,  shall  be  given  in  writing 
and  posted  up  in  some  public  place  or  places  within  such 
town,  fourteen  days  at  least  before  the  day  appointed  for  Fourteen  days' 
the  meeting,  and  for  the  like  time  (at  least)  before  such  m°eetfng°.' " 
meeting,  shall  l)e  advertised  in  one  of  the  Boston  weekly 
news  papers,  and  in  one  of  the  news  papers  (if  such  there 
be)  printed  in  the  county  wherein  such  real  estate  lies; 
or  in  case  such  undivided  estate  doth  not,  or  shall  not  lie 
within  any  incorporated  town,  such  written  notification 
shall  be  given  by  advertising  the  same  in  any  two  of  the 
said  Boston  news  papers,  and  in  one  other  new^s  paper  (if 
such  there  be)  printed  out  of  Boston  in  the  county  Avhere 
such  estate  lies,  at  least  four  weeks  successively  before 
such  meeting  ;  or  such  meetings  may  be  otherwise  w^arned 
by  posting  up  written  notifications  in  some  public  place 
in  each  and  every  town  and  plantation  where  any  one  or 
more  of  the  said  Proprietors  may  reside,  fourteen  days  at 
least  before  the  time  appointed  for  holding  such  meeting ; 
and  such  and  so  many  of  the  Proprietors  as  shall  assemble 
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To  choose  a 
moderator,  &c. 


Proviso. 


Moderator  ini- 
po  wared. 


No  persons  to 
speak  without 
leave. 


personally,  or  by  their  attorneys,  and  meet  accordingly, 
shall  have  power  by  a  major  vote  to  choose  a  moderator,  a 
clerk,  a  treasurer,  a  collector  or  collectors  of  taxes,  a 
conmiittee  or  committees,  and  any  other  needful  oiiicers 
to  manage  their  afiairs  ;  which  clerk  shall  enter  and  record 
all  votes  and  orders  that  from  time  to  time  shall  be  made 
and  passed  in  the  Proprietors'  meetings,  who  shall  be  sworn 
to  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  office ;  and  to  agree  ujion 
and  appoint  any  other  way  or  method  of  calling  and 
summoning  meetings  for  the  future,  that  shall  be  most 
suitable  and  convenient  to  the  Proprietors  ;  as  also  to  pass 
votes  or  orders  for  the  settling,  or  encouraging  the 
settling,  managing,  improving,  or  dividing  such  common 
Lands,  Wharves,  or  other  Real  Estate,  not  before  severed 
and  divided  ;  and  to  annex  penalties  to  the  l)reach  and 
non  observance  of  such  orders  ;  Provided,  such  penalty 
doth  not  exceed  fifteen  shillings  for  one  offence  :  Provided 
also,  That  such  orders  so  made  with  penalties  annexed  to 
them,  be  allowed  and  approved  by  the  Court  of  General 
Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  where  such  land  or 
estate  lies,  and  be  not  repugnant  to  the  general  laws  of 
this  Commonwealth  ;  in  which  case  such  orders  shall  have 
such  force  and  effect  as  that  such  Proprietors,  by  their 
treasurer,  agent  or  agents,  may  recover  the  penalty  thereto 
annexed  a<>;ainst  the  breakers  or  non-ol)servers  thereof  in 
any  Court  proper  to  try  the  same  ;  such  penalty  to  be  dis- 
posed of  as  the  Proprietors  shall  direct :  And  the  votes 
shall  always  be  collected  and  numbered  according  to  the 
interest  of  the  Proprietors  present  where  the  same  is 
known.  And  no  other  aflair  shall  be  acted  on  at  any 
meeting  of  the  Proprietors,  than  what  is  expressed  in  the 
warrant  or  notification  for  such  meeting. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  moderator  chosen  at  any  such  meeting  shall  l)e 
thereby  impowerecl  to  manage  and  regulate  the  business 
of  that  meeting:  And  where  it  shall  so  happen  that  an}' 
matter  remains  doubtful  after  a  vote,  the  moderator  is 
hereby  directed  and  required  to  cause  the  same  to  be 
decided  by  the  poll,  if  any  one  or  more  desire  it;  such 
polls  to  be  numbered  according  to  their  interest. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  no  person  shall  have  right  to  speak  before  leave  first 
obtained  from  the  moderator,  nor  when  any  other  is 
orderly  speaking,  and  that  all    })ersons  be  silent  at  the 
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order  of  the  moderator,  under  the  penalty  und  tbrleitiire 
of  five  shillings  lor  the  breach  of  every  such  order  ;  and 
if  any  person  hcinii'  by  the  moderator  notified  of  such 
oll'ence  shall  still  persist  in  the  same,  then  the  moderator 
may  order  such  person  to  withdraw  from  the  said  meetino; ; 
and  such  offender  upon  his  refusal  to  do  so  shall  forfeit 
and  pay  the  sum  of  twenty  shillings :  The  respective  Penalty. 
forfeitures  to  be  recovered  by  the  Clerk  of  such  Proprie-  now  recover, 
tors,  before  any  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for^"' 
the  county  wherein  such  land  or  other  estate  lies,  or 
such  Clerk  lives,  to  be  disposed  of,  the  one  half  for  the 
use  of  the  propriety',  the  other  half  to  the  said  Clerk. 
And  for  the  better  enabling  such  Proprietors,  and  all 
Persons,  Towns,  Villages,  Trustees  for  Schools  and  others 
(holding  or  claiming  by  any  lawful  title)  to  maintain, 
recover  and  defend  their  respective  grants,  lands,  inter- 
ests and  estates  : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  ^e'tnulr"'' 
and  mav  be  lawful  for  all  and  every  the  said  Persons,  defend  in  any 
Towns,  Villages,  Precincts,  Parishes,  Trustees  for  Schools, 
and  Proprietors  in  common  and  undivided  lands,  grants 
and  other  real  estates  or  interests  whatsoever,  to  sue, 
commence  and  prosecute  any  suits  or  actions  in  any  Court 
proper  to  try  the  same,  either  by  themselves  or  their 
agents  or  attorneys,  and  in  like  manner  to  defend  all  such 
suits  and  actions  as  shall  be  commenced  against  them  or 
any  of  them  ;  and  at  a  legal  meeting  to  choose  such  agents 
or  attorneys  to  prosecute  for,  or  defend  them  —  such  choice 
being  certified  by  the  Clerk  of  such  Towns,  Villages,  Pre- 
cincts, Parishes,  Trustees  or  Proprietors,  or  by  such  other 
person  as  they  shall  respectively  appoint. 

Be  itfui'ther  enacted  by  the  aiUhority  aforesaid,  That  it  ^3J,'f,;^,;j^ 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  Proprietors  of  any  impoweredto 

1  T'liii  1  I  ij.  i-1-       raise  money. 

common  and  undivided  lands  or  other  real  estate,  or  trie 
major  part  of  them  according  to  the  interests  of  the  Pro- 
prietors present,  by  themselves  or  their  lawful  attorneys, 
at  any  legal  meeting,  to  vote,  grant,  or  order  the  raising 
of  any  suitable  sum  or  sums  of  money  that  shall  by  them 
be  thought  sufficient  for  bringing  forward,  corapleating  the 
settlement  of,  or  managing  or  improving  such  lands  and 
estate  ;  and  to  carry  on  and  prosecute  or  defend  any 
actions  or  suits  that  may  be  l)rought  by  or  against  them, 
or  for  carrying  on,  managing,  or  effecting  any  other  affair 
for  the  common  good  of  such  Proprietors  ;  and  to  levy  and 
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lecting  to  pay. 


Committee  of 
the  FroprietorB 
Irapowered  in 
this  case. 


apportion  such  sum  or  sutns  (raised  for  the  ends  and  uses 
aforesaid)  upon  the  Proprietors  sevei-al  rights  in  such  com- 
mon and  undivided  lands  or  estates,  equally  and  rateably 
ProprietoiB neg-  accordiug  to  their  several  interests  therein.  And  every 
Proprietor  who  shall  neglect  to  pay  to  the  collector,  or 
treasurer,  or  committee  of  such  propriety,  his  proportion 
of  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  have  been,  or  from  time 
to  time  shall  l)e  duly  granted  and  voted  to  be  raised  and 
levied  upon  the  Proprietors  rights  and  shares  in  such  lands 
and  estate,  for  the  space  of  six  months  with  respect  to 
those  who  live  within  this  Commonwealth,  and  twelve 
months  with  respect  to  those  who  live  out  of  it,  after  such 
grant,  and  his  or  their  proportion  thereof  shall  have  been 
posted  and  published  in  the  several  news  papers  as  in  the 
case  of  notiiications  as  aforesaid  ;  then  the  committee  of 
the  Proprietors,  or  the  major  part  of  such  committee,  may, 
and  are  hereby  fully  impowered  from  time  to  time,  at  a 
public  vendue,  to  sell  and  convey  away  so  much  of  such 
delinquent  Proprietor's  right  or  share  in  such  common  land 
or  estate  as  will  be  sufficient  to  pay  and  satisfy  his  tax  or 
proportion  of  such  grant,  and  all  reasonable  charges 
attending  such  sale,  to  any  person  that  will  give  most  for 
the  same  ;  notice  of  such  sale  and  of  the  time  and  place 
thereof  being  given  by  posting  as  aforesaid,  and  publish- 
ing the  same  in  at  least  two  of  the  news  papers  aforesaid, 
five  weeks  successively  before  the  time  of  such  sale  ;  and 
may  execute  a  good  deed  or  deeds  of  conveyance  of  the 
lands  or  estate  so  sold  unto  the  purchaser  thereof  to  hold 
in  fee  simple.  Provided  upvpiilifdess,  That  the  Proprietor 
or  Proprietors  whose  right  or  share  shall  be  so  sold,  shtdl 
have  liberty  to  redeem  the  same  at  any  time  within  twelve 
months  after  such  sale,  by  paying  the  sum  such  right  or 
share  sold  for  and  charges,  together  with  the  further  sum 
of  twelve  pounds  for  each  hundred  pounds  produced  by 
such  sale,  and  so  jiro  rata  for  any  less  or  greater  sum. 
And  he  if  favther  enacted  hi/  the  authovitu  aforesdid, 
Urs^don"  That  when  it  shall  happen  that  suit  shall  be  brought 
Towns, Proprie-  agaiust  any  Towns,  Precincts,   Parishes   or  Villaijes,   or 

tors   &.C.  thirty        o  */  ~  '  o       ' 

days  before  the  agalust  tlic  Proprictors  of  any  common  or  undivided  lands 
or  other  estate,  the  plaintitf  bringing  forward  such  suit 
shall  cause  the  Clerk  of  such  Towns,  Villages,  Precincts 
or  Proprietors,  or  one  or  more  of  the  principal  inhal)- 
itants  or  proprietors  respectiv^ely,  to  be  served  with  a 
copy  of  the  writ  or  summons,  at  least  thirty  days  before 


Proviso. 


Court. 
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the  (lay  of  the  sitting  of  the  Court  to  which  the  same  shall 
be  i'etiu'nal)le. 

^iiid  he  it  fiirf/ipf  enarfed  hij  fJie  antJiorifj/  afoiTscn'iJ, 
That  tlie  treasurer,  assessors,  collector  or  collectors,  which  T'casurer, 
at  any  time  may  be  chosen  by  the  Proprietors  of  any  com-  tobeswoVn. ' 
nion  and  undivided  lands   or  other  real  estate,   shall  be 
sworn  before  a  Justice  of  the   Peace  to  the  faithful  dis- 
chariie  of  their  respective  trusts  ;  and  in  case  no  Justice 
of  the  Peace  shall  be  present  at  the  meeting  of  such  Pro- 
jH'ietors,  then  any,  or  all  the  officers  directed  to  be  sworn 
l)y  this  act  may  be  sworn  by  the  moderator  ;   and  such 
treasurer    is     hereby    impowered    to    demand,    sue    for,  Treasmer im- 
recover,  and  receive  all  such  sums  of  money,  debts  and  foTanTlccover 
dues,  as  shall  at  any  time  belong  to  the  said  Proprietors,  "'""'^y- 
or  be  any  ways  due  or  coming  to  them,  and  make  payment 
thereof   according  as  he    shall  be    law^fully  ordered    and 
directed    by  the  Proprietors,  and  render  his    reasonable 
account  thereof  on  demand  ;  and  such  treasurer  shall  con- 
tinue in  his  office  till  the  Proprietors  shall  see  cause  to 
choose  another. 

.iiifJ  he  if  fnrtJier  enacted  6y  tJie    aufJtoi-ifi/  aforesaid , 
That  the  Proprietors    of   such  undivided    land  or  estate  Propnetors  im- 
where  the  same,  hath  been  heretofore    stated,  and   each  oX^raa\?age, 
one's  proportion  known,  shall  be,  and  hereby  are,  impow-  pi^opTruonof^ 
ered  to  order,  manage,  improve,  divide,  or  dispose  of  the  '''"*^- 
same,  in  such  way  and  manner  as  shall  be  concluded  and 
agreed  upon  by  the  major  part  of  the  interested,  present  at 
any  legal  meeting,  the  votes  to  be  collected  and  accounted 
according  to  the  interests.     And  any  Proprietor  may  vote  Proprietors 
as  well  by  attorney  specially  appointed  for  that  purpose  aumney!  af in" 
as  in  person  ;  And  the  Proprietors  of  all  such  undivided  p*"""""- 

t  I  .  Lands  and 

hinds  and  estate  not  stated,  nor  the  proportions  known  estate  not 

StfttGCi    IlOW  to  DC 

as  atoresaid,  shall  be,  and  hereby  are  impowered  to  improved. 
order,  manage,  improve,  divide  or  dispose  of  the  same, 
as  hath  l)een  or  shall  be  concluded  and  agreed  on  by 
the  major  part  in  number  of  such  Proprietors  present 
at  any  such  meeting.  Prorided  ahrai/s,  That  the  meet-  Proviso, 
ings  of  Proprietors  that  may  be  notified,  or  which  may 
hereafter  be  held  by  adjournment  or  adjournments 
agreeable  to  former  laws,  shall  not  be  affected  by  the 
passing  this  act :  But  such  meetings  and  the  transac- 
tions regularly  made  thereat,  shall  be  as  valid  to  every 
intent  and  purpose  as  though  this  act  had  never  been 
made. 
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Preamble. 


The  last  Clerk 
to  continue  to 
execute  the 
oflice  to  which 
he  was  elected, 
the  final  divi- 
sion of  lands 
and  estate  not- 
withstandiuff. 


And  whereas  if  is  needful  tJiut  provision  he  made  for 
the  j)i'eservation  and  safe  keeping  of  the  records  of  such 
Proprietors,  after  they  have  made  a  full  and  compleat 
division  of  their  lands,  or  other  real  estate  lying  in  com- 
ma)! and  nndivided,  and  reduced  the  same  to  severalf;/ : 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  antiiority  aforesaid.  That 
the  last  Clerk  chosen  by  the  Proprietors  of  any  common 
and  undivided  land,  or  other  real  estate  in  this  Common- 
wealth, who  are  or  have  been,  or  may  hereafter  l)e 
impowered  by  law  to  hold  meetings,  choose  a  Clerk  and 
other  officers,  shall  continue  to  execute  the  office  of  Clerk 
to  which  he  was  appointed,  notwithstanding  the  final  and 
total  division  of  such  lands  and  estate,  as  fully,  to  all 
intents,  constructions  and  purposes  whatsoever,  as  though 
there  had  been  no  such  division  made,  and  until  the  same 
records  shall  be  lodged  with  the  Clerk  of  the  town  in 
which  the  land  lies ;  and  when  the  lands  lie  in  several 
towns,  they  may  be  lodged  with  the  Clerk  of  such  town, 
as  the  Court  of  Sessions,  upon  application  to  them  made 
for  that  purpose,  shall  order  and  direct ;  and  the  Clerk 
with  whom  they  may  be  lodged,  and  his  successors  in 
office,  shall  be  fully  authorized  to  authenticate  any  copies 
therefrom,  as  from  the  records  of  the  town  of  which  he  is 
Clerk.  March  10,  1784. 
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[January  Session,  ch.  17.] 
tr\  AN  ACT  FOR  THE    SPEEDY  ASSIGNMENT    OF    DOWER.   A\D    FOR 


Heir,  &c.  to 
render  dower 
within  one 
mouth  next 
after  demand. 


THE     PREVENTING 
THEREIN. 


OF     STRIP     AND    WASTE    BY     TENANTS 


Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  tJie  authority  of 
the  same.  That  when  the  heir  or  other  person  having  the 
next  immediate  estate  of  freehold  or  inheritance,  shall 
not  within  one  month  next  after  demand  made,  assign  and 
set  out  to  the  widow  of  the  deceased,  her  dower  or  just 
third  part  of  and  in  all  lands,  tenements  and  heredita- 
ments, whereof  by  law  she  is  or  may  be  dowable,  to  her 
satisfaction,  according  to  the  true  intendment  of  law,  then 
such  widow  may  sue  for  and  recover  the  same  by  writ  of 
dower,  to  l)e  brought  against  the  tenant  in  possession,  or 
such  persons  who  have  or  claim  right  or  inheritance  in  the 
same  estate,  in  manner  and  form  as  the  law  prescribes. 
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A)kI  he  if  further  enacted.  That   upon  renderiiiij   jud or- Dower  to  be 

,.  '  1  T  •  '~  1         1^      '^i'  forth  by 

nient  tor  iiii}' woman  to  recover  her  clowcr  in   any   hinds,  three  disinter- 

tenement.s    or    hereditaments,    reasonable    damage    shall  houierBrupon 

also  l>e  awarded  to  her  from  the  time  of  the  demand  and  ^''^^^' 

refusal  to  assiun  to  her,   her   reasonable  dower.     And  a 

writ  of  seizin  shall  be  directed  to  the  sheriff  of  the  county, 

his  under  sheriff  or  deputy,  in  manner  and  form  as  is  l)y 

law   prescribed ;    and    the    sherifi'  or   other    person    unto 

whom  by  law  such  writ  of  seizin   is  directed,  shall   cause 

her  dower  in  such  estate  to  be  set  forth  unto  her  In'  three 

disinterested  freeholders  of  the  same  county,  under  oath, 

(to  be  administered  by  any  Justice  of  the  Peace)  to  set 

forth    the   same,  equally  and    impartially,  without    favor 

or  affection,  as  conveniently  as  may  be. 

And  he  if  furf/ter  enacted,  That  of  estates   of  which   a  Kstiites  where 
woman  is  dowable,  and  that  be  entire,  and  where  no  divi-  be  madeTdower 
sion  can  be  made   by  metes  and  bounds,  dower  shall   be  !« of  one  third 
assigned  thereof  in  a  special  manner,  as  of  a  third  part  of  p^^^J^^^. ^^''^^^g  ^j. 
the  rents,  issues  or  profits,  to  be  computed  and  ascertained  profiu. 
in    manner    as    aforesaid;  and    no    woman    that   shall  be  No  strip  or 
endowed  of   any  lands,   tenements    or    hereditaments  as  made, 
aforesaid,  shall  commit  or  suffer  any  strip  or  waste  thereon, 
upon   ])enalty  of  forfeiting  the  part    of  the    estate    upon 
which  such  strip  or  waste  shall  1)e  made,  and  the  damages 
assessed  for  waste,  to  him  or  them  that  have  the  immedi- 
ate estate  of  freehold   or   inheritance,    in    remainder   or 
reversion,  liy  an  action  of  waste  to  lie  lirought   therefor. 
And  all  tenants  in  dower  shall   maintain  the    houses   and 
tenements  with  the    fences    and    appurtenances,    whereof 
they  ma}'  be  endowed,  in  good  repair  during  the  term, 
and  shall  leave  the  same  so    at   the    expiration    thereof. 
And  the  \\»i'its    of  dower  and    seizin,    shall    be    in    form 
following  : 

Commonwealth  of  JMassachusefts.  writ  of  dower. 

[l.s.]        S ,  ss. 

To  the  Sheriff  of  onr  count//  of  S ,  or  his 

Dejndij.  Greeting. 

We  command  you,  that  3'ou  summon  of 

in  our  said  county  of  -^S" ,  if  may  be  found  in 

youi'  precinct,  to  apj)ear  before  our  Justices  of  our  Court 
i)f  ('ommon   Pleas  next    to    be  holden    at  within 

and  for  our  said  county  of  S ,  upon  the  Tues- 
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day  in  next ;   then  and  there  in  our  said  Court  to 

answer  unto  of  in  a  i)lea  of  dower,  for  that 

\_llere  the  declaration.^ 

to  the  damage  of  the  said  as  saitii,  the  sum  Of 

pounds,  as  shall  then  and  there  appear. 
Witness  7\— JV—,  Esq;  at  JJ—,  the  day  of 

in  the  year  of  our  Loud, 

L.  31—,  Clerk. 

[  Wi'it  of  seizin. '\ 

^"'•^^  "''''"•  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

[l.s.]  S ,  ss. 

7b  the  /Sheriff  of  our  said  count i/  of  S ,  or 

his  Deputy.  Gkeetinc;. 

Whereas  who  was  the    wife  of  E.  D—,  late  of 

B in  the  county  aforesaid,        (addition)        deceased, 

before    our   Justices    of  our         Court    of  holden    at 

/» for  our  county  aforesaid,  on  the         day  of         now 

last  past,  did  recover  seiziii  against  A.  />.  of  7i afore- 
said, (addition)  of  one  third  part  of  a  certain 
messuage  or  tenement,  with  the  appurtenances,  situate  in 

13 aforesaid,    in   the    possession   of  the   said   A.  B. 

(addition)  as  her  dower  of  the  endow^ment  of 

the  said  E.  D.  her  certain  husband,  by  our  writ  of  dower, 
whereof  she  hath  nothing ;  therefore  AYE  command  you, 
that  to  the  said  full  seizin  of  one  third  part  of  the  afore- 
said messuage  or  tenement  with  the  appurtenances,  you 
cause  to  be  had  without  delay,  to  hold  to  in  severalty 

by  metes  and  bounds.  We  command  you  also,  that  of  the 
goods  or  chattels  of  the  said  A.  B.  within  your  precinct, 
you  cause  to  be  paid  and  satisfied  unto  the  said  at 

the  value  thereof  in  money,  the  sum  of  for  damages 
awarded  her  by  our  said  Court,  for  her  being  held  and 
kept  out  of  her  dower  aforesaid,  and  costs  expended  on 
this    suit,    with  shillings    more    for    this    writ ;    and 

thereof  also  to  satisfy  yourself  your  own  fees  ;  and  for 
want  of  goods  or  chattels  of  the  said  A.  B.  to  be  by  him 
shewn  unto  or  found  within  your  precinct  to  satisfy  the 
same,  WE  command  you  to  take  his  body,  and  to  commit 

him  to  the  keeper  of  our  goal   in    B ,  in    our  county 

aforesaid,  within  the  said  prison,  whom  we  likewise  com- 
mand to  receive  the  said  ^1.  B.   and  him  safely  to   keep 
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until  he  pay  unto  the  said  ,  the  full  sum  above 

mentioned,  and  also  satisfy  your  tecs. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make   return  of  this  writ,  and  how 
you  shall  have  executed  the  same,  to  our  next         Court 

of         to  be  holdcn  at    U ,    for   our   said  county   of 

S ,  on  the         day  of        next.     Witness,  E.  II,  Esq  ; 

at  y> ,  the         day  of         ,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 

Clerk. 
March  11,  1784. 

1783.  — Chapter  41. 

[January  Session,  cli.  18.] 

AN  ACT  FOR    Till:  MORE  EASY  PARTITION  OF  LANDS,  OR  OTHER  (JJiaj).    41 
REAL  ESTATE.  ^  * 

Wlirrcd.s  the  jMirlllioii  of  hinds  (iitd  other  real  esk/fe  Vreamhie. 
lUNoii;/  iJie  pers<»i!<  iii/eresfed,  (IioikjIi  n/uch  desired  and,  of 
ijreal  adnndaije,  is  often  hindered  and  delaijed  hij  reason 
that  infants  are  interested,  or  tliat  tJie parties  concerned  are 
ninneroKs  and  live  remote  from  each  other,  and  sometimes 
in  parts  hei/<nid  seas,  a)id  are  .^oine  of  them  lUiJcnown  : 

lie   it  therefore    enacted   hi/  the    Senate    and   House    of 
Jirju-esentatires   in    (reneral    Court  assemhled,  and  hi/  the 
aiithoriti/  of  the  same.  That  any  person  or  persons  inter- supreme  Judi- 
ested  with  others  in  any  lot,  tract  of  land,  or  other  real  court  of  com- 
estate,  making  application  (either  by  themselves  or  their  "verLiiy"*' 
agents,  attorneys  or  guardians)  to  the  Supreme  Judicial  ^pp^^^'j^^g'^'^Jor 
Court  of  this  Commonwealth,  or  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  three  msinter- 

1-1  111  1  •  ested  free- 

of  the  county  in  which  such  land  or  other  real  estate  lies  :  holders  to  make 
the  said  Courts  are  severally  authorized  and  impowered  to  real  estates. 
cause  Partition  to  be  made  of  such  lands  or  other  real  estate, 
and  the  share  or  shares  of  the  party  or  parties  applying 
for  the  same,  to  be  set  off  and  divided  from  the  rest. 
The  Partition  to  be  made  by  live  or  three  freeholders, 
under  oaths,  to  be  appointed  by  the  said  Court  who  shall 
order  the  Partition,  and  a  return  of  such  Partition  to  be 
made  into  the  Clerk's  office  of  the  said  Court ;  and  the  Par- 
tition or  division  so  made  being  accepted  by  the  said 
Court  which  ordered  the  division  to  be  made,  and  there 
recorded,  and  also  recorded  in  the  Registry  of  Deeds  in 
the  county  where  such  estate  lies,  shall  be  valid  and 
etl'ectual  to  all  intents  and  i)urjioses. 

And    hi'    it     fiirlJiir    cnilrti'd    hil    the    authoritll    f//'o/-r'.sY//V^,  Executions  to 
,      •     .    .  •  ,  /.  ."/     .  .  issue  on  per- 

Ihat  wlien  Partition  shall  be  made  as  aforesaid,  it  any  one  sons  refusing  to 
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pay  charges  on  oi"  iiiore  of  tlic  interested  parties  ai)plying,  shall  negleet 
estateB.""""  "^  or  rcfuse  to  pay  their  just  proportion  of  the  charges  which 
may  attend  such  division,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  said  Court  who  ordered  the  Partition,  to  issue  an  exe- 
cution against  the  delinquent  or  delinquents  interested, 
and  a[)plying  as  aforesaid  :  provided  an  account  of  such 
charo-e  he  first  laid  before  the  said  Court  who  ordered  the 
Partition,  and  the  just  proportions  ot  the  persons  mter- 
ested,  settled  and  allowed,  they  having  been  duly  notified 
to  Ije  present  at  such  settlement  and  allowance.  And 
when  any  messuage,  tract  of  land,  or  other  real  estate 
shall  be  of  greater  value  than  either  party's  purpart  or 
share  in  the  estate  to  be  divided,  and  cannot  at  the  same 
time  be  subdivided,  and  part  thereof  assigned  to  one, 
and  part  to  another,  without  great  inconvenience,  the 
same  may  be  settled  or  assigned  to  one  of  the  parties,  such 
party  to  whom  the  same  shall  be  so  assigned,  paying  such 
sum  or  sums  of  money  to  such  party  or  parties  as  l)y 
means  thereof  have  less  than  their  share  of  the  real  estate, 
as  the  committee  appointed  to  make  Partition  shall  award. 
saidcouruto         ^[^^fi  }jq  /f  farfltfir  e)iacted,    That    neither    of  the    said 

notify  persons  -^  '  it-»-*  'I'lii 

concerned,  Courts  shall  procccd  to  order  such  Partition,  until  it  shall 
be  divided'/^  appear  to  them  respectively,  that  the  several  persons 
interested  in  such  estate,  and  living  within, the  State,  or 
the  attorneys  of  such  as  are  absent,  and  have  attorneys 
residing  in  the  State,  have  been  duly  notified  of  such 
petition  (by  being  personally  served  with  a  copy  thereof, 
or  a  copy  left  at  their  dwelling  house,  or  last  place  of 
abode,  or  that  the  substance  of  the  petition  shall  have 
been  inserted  three  weeks  successively,  in  one  or  more  of 
the  public  ncAvs  papers)  and  have  had  opportunity  to 
make  their  exception  to, the  granting  the  same. 
Proviso.  J'ron'ded  iieveiihelesis.  That  before  partition   be    made, 

where  any  infants,  persons  nn}i  compos  menfi.'i,  or  other 
ways  incapacitated  to  take  care  of  their  estates  are  inter- 
ested, guardians  shall  be  appointed  for  all  such  i)ersons 
according  to  law,  if  they  live  within  this  State,  and  if  any 
person  or  persons  interested  in  any  such  estate  happen 
(at  the  time  when  such  application  shall  be  made)  to  have 
been  beyond  the  sea,  or  out  of  this  State  for  the  space  of 
one  year,  and  not  returned,  and  having  no  sufiicient  attor- 
ney within  the  same,  in  such  case  the  said  Court  to  whom 
application  shall  be  made  for  Partition,  shall  ap[)oint  some 
discreet  and  disinterested  person  or  persons,  as  agent  or 
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nixpnts  for  such  :\l)sont  l):irly  or  parties,  to  be  advisins: 
on  his  or  their  behalf  in  making  sueh  Partition  ;  and 
due  notice  shall  be  given  by  the  committee  to  all  con- 
cerned (that  are  known  and  within  the  State)  before 
such  l*artition  be  made,  that  so  they  may  Ix;  present 
(if  they  see  meet)  at  the  time  of  making  the  same. 
l*r<ii'i(Ie(l  also.  That  no  Partition  be  made  where  any 
partner  shall  be  beyond  sea,  and  shall  not  have  been 
absent  twelve  months,  and  shall  ])e  expected  to  return 
within  six  months. 

Provided  also,  That  if  any  partner  shall  have  a  larger  Proviso. 
share  set  off  than  is  such  partner's  true  and  real  interest, 
or  if  any  share  set  off  should  be  more  than  equal  in  value 
to  the  proportion  it  was  set  off  for,  then  and  in  every  such 
case,  upon  complaint  (to  the  Court  which  caused  such 
Partition  to  be  made)  within  three  years  of  the  making 
thereof,  by  an}'  aggrieved  partner  or  partners,  who  at  the 
time  of  making  such  Partition  were  out  of  the  State,  and 
not  notified  thereof  as  aforesaid,  seasonably  to  be  present 
at  the  same,  the  said  Court  shall  cause  Partition  thereof 
to  be  made  anew.  And  in  such  new  Partition  so  much 
and  no  more  shall  be  taken  off  from  any  share,  as  such 
share  shall  be  adjudged,  more  than  the  proportion  of  the 
whole  it  was  desiijned  for,  estimating^  such  lands  or  real 
estate  as  in  the  state  they  were  in  when  first  divided  ;  and 
in  case  any  improvements  shall  be  made  on  the  part  that 
may  by  such  new  Partition  be  taken  off  as  aforesaid,  the 
partner  who  made  such  improvements  shall  have  reason- 
able satisfaction  made  him  by  the  partner  or  partners  to 
whose  share  the  same  shall  be  added,  by  the  estimation  of 
the  freeholders  employed  in  making  such  new  Partition, 
or  the  majwr  part  of  them.  And  the  Justices  of  the  same 
Court  who  ordered  Partition,  are  also  impowered  to  issue 
execution  for  such  satisfaction,  and  for  costs  in  such  new 
Partition,  the  same  being  first  taxed  and  allowed  in  the 
said  Court.  MarcJi  11,  17 S4. 

1783.  — Chapter   42. 

[January  Seseion,  ch.  19.] 

AN   ACT   DESCRIBING  THE  POWER  OF  JUSTICES  OF  THE  PEACE    T'/^^m     42 
IN   CIVIL  ACTIONS.  '  * 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the   Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
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Debts,  tres- 
passes, and 
other  matters, 
not  escoeding 
four  pounds,  to 
be  tried  by 
Justices  of  the 
Peace. 
Justices  im- 
powered  to 
grant  summons, 
&c. 


Summons,  J<cc. 
to  be  served 
seven  days 
before  trial. 

In  case  of  non- 
appearance, 
Justices  to  give 
judgment. 


In  action  of 
trespass  before 
a  Justice  of 
the  I'eace,  if  the 
defendant  shall 
])lead  the  title  of 
himself,  cause 
to  he  removed, 
and  bond  given. 


Upon  refusal  to 
recognize,  the 
Justice  to  ren- 
der judgment. 


the  same,  That  all  manner  of  debts,,  trespasses,  and  other 
matters  not  exceed! nir  the  value  of  four  pounds,  (and 
wherein  the  title  of  real  estate  is  not  in  question)  shall, 
and  may  l)e  heard,  tried,  adjudged,  and  determined  by 
any  Justice  of  the  Peace  within  this  county,  and  the  Jus- 
tices are  severally  im powered  to  grant  summons,  capias 
and  attachment,  at  the  request  of  any  person  applying  for 
the  same,  directed  to  some  proper  officer  within  the  same 
county,  impowered  by  law  to  execute  the  same.  And 
such  summons  or  capias  and  attachment  shall  be  duly 
served  by  such  officer,  seven  days  at  the  least  before  the 
day  therein  set  for  trial,  otherwise  the  party  sued  shall 
not  be  held  to  answer  thereon  ;  and  if  after  such  process 
shall  be  duly  served,  the  party  sued,  after  being  duly 
called,  shall  not  appear  to  answer  to  the  same  suit,  the 
charge  against  him  in  the  declaration  shall  be  taken  to  be 
true,  and  the  Justice  shall  give  judgment  against  him  for 
such  damages  as  he  shall  find  the  plaintifi'  to  have  sus- 
tained, with  costs  ;  and  if  the  person  sued  shall  appear  to 
defend  the  suit  or  oppose  the  same,  the  Justice  shall  award 
such  damages  as  he  shall  find  the  plaintitf  to  have  sus- 
tained. Provided,  that  no  more  damages  than  the  sum  of 
eighty  shillings  shall  be  awarded  in  any  action  originally 
l)rought  or  tried  before  a  Justice  of  the  Pe^ice  ;  but  if  the 
plaintirt"  shall  not  support  his  action,  shall  fail  to  prosecute 
or  become  non-suit,  the  Justice  shall  award  to  the  party 
sued,  his  reasonable  costs,  taxed  as  the  law  directs.  And 
upon  all  judgments  given  by  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  in 
civil  actions,  he  shall  award  execution  thereon  in  form  by 
law  prescribed. 

And  be  itfartJier  enacted.  That  when  an  action  of  tres- 
pass shall  be  brought  before  any  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and 
the  defendant  shall  plead  the  general  issue,  he  shall  not  be 
allowed  to  otler  any  evidence  that  may  bring  the  title  of  real 
estate  in  question.  And  when  the  defendant  in  any  such 
action  shall  plead  the  title  of  himself  or  any  other  person  in 
justification,  the  Justice,  upon  having  such  plea  filed,  shall 
order  the  defendant  to  recognize  to  the  adverse  party,  in  a 
rcasonal)le  sum,  with  sufficient  surety  or  sureties,  to  enter 
the  said  action  at  the  next  Court  of  Common  Pleas  to  be 
holdeu  within  the  same  county,  and  to  prosecute  the  same 
in  the  same  manner  as  upon  an  appeal  from  a  Justice's 
judgment  ;  and  if  such  pleader  shall  refuse  so  to  rec- 
ognize, the   Justice   shall   render    iudo-ment   against  him 
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m  the  same  iiianuer  as  if  he  had  refused  to  make  answer 

to  the  same  suit.     And  either  party   in  such  cause  shall  ranies  allowed 

be  allowed  to   appeal  from   the  judgment  of  the   Court  "''*''•""*■ 

of   Common    IMeas    in    the    same    manner  as  if  the  suit 

had  been  originally  commenced  there.     And  every  Justice 

of  the  Peace  shall  have  })0wer  by  public  proclamation  to 

adjourn  the  trial  of  any  action  brought  before  him,  from 

time  to  time,  when  equity  may  require  it ;  but  he  shall 

not  be  of  counsel  to  either  party,  or  undertake  to  advise 

or  assist  any  party  in  suit  before  him. 

And  be  if  further  enacted.  That  each  Justice  of  the  Justices  to 
Peace  shall  keep  a  fair  record  of  all  his  proceedings  ;  and  record  of'iheir 
when  any  Justice  of  the  Peace  shall  die  before  a  judgment  P^'^ceedinge. 
given  by  him  is  paid  and  satistied,  it  shall  be  in  the  power 
of  any  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  the  same  county  to  grant  a 
scire  facias  upon  the  same  judgment,  to  the  party  against 
whom  such  judgment  was  rendered  up,  for  him  to  shew 
cause,  if  any  he  hath,  w^h}^  execution  should  not  be  issued 
against  him.  And  although  the  cost  and  debt  aw^arded 
by  the  deceased  Justice,  when  added  together,  shall 
amount  to  more  than  eighty  shillings,  it  shall  be  no  bar 
upon  such  scire  facias,  but  judgment  shall  be  given  thereon 
for  the  whole  debt  and  cost,  together  with  the  cost  arising- 
upon  the  scire  facias.  Provided  ahcays,  That  either  party  Proviso. 
may  appeal  from  the  judgment  as  in  other  personal  actions, 
where  judgment  is  given  by  a  Justice  of  the  Peace.  And 
every  Justice  of  the  Peace  who  shall  have  complaint  made 
to  him,  that  a  judgment  given  by  a  Justice  of  the  same 
county,  then  deceased,  remains  unsatisfied,  shall  issue  his 
summons  to  the  person  in  whose  possession  the  record 
of  the  same  judgment  is,  directing  him  to  bring  and  to 
produce  to  him  the  same  record ;  and  if  such  person  shall 
contemptuously  refuse  to  produce  the  same  record,  or  shall 
refuse  to  be  examined  respecting  the  same,  upon  oath,  the 
Justice  may  punish  the  contempt  by  imprisonment  until  he 
shall  produce  the  same,  or  until  he  submits  to  be  examined 
as  aforesaid  ;  and  when  the  Justice  is  possessed  of  such 
record  he  shall  transcribe  the  same  upon  his  own  book  of 
records,  before  he  shall  issue  his  scire  facias,  i\\\(\.  shall 
deliver  the  original  back  again  to  the  person  who  shall 
have  produced  it,  and  a  copy  of  such  transcription  attested 
by  the  transcribing  Justice,  shall  be  allowed  in  evidence 
in  all  cases  where  an  authenticated  co\>y  of  the  original 
might  be  received. 
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fommming'^*^'        Aucl  if  if<  fnvtliev  oioded,  That  Avhen  an  executor  or 
waeie,  ihe         administrator  shall  i)e  iruiltv  of  committinij:  waste,  whereby 

JuBtice  to  pro-      ,  .  .,  ,  i  V  i  •      i*^"  i 

ceed  against  he  IS  rencierca  unal)le  to  pay  the  judgment  recovered 
estatef""  * ''"'  l)efore  any  Justice  of  the  Peace,  against  the  goods  and 
estate  of  the  deceased  in  his  hands,  out  of  the  same,  the 
Justice  may  proceed  against  the  proper  goods  and  estate 
of  such  executor  or  administrator,  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  are  impowered  to  do. 
Justices  to  /t  is  aho  enacted.  That  each  Justice  of  the  Peace  may 

grant  subptenas  ,  £■  •.  •  11      •     -i         ^-  n 

for  witDf sses.  grant  suopa?nas  tor  witnesses  m  all  civil  actions  and  causes 
pending  before  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas,  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  and 
before  him  or  any  other  Justices,  and  in  all  civil  actions 
and  causes  pending  l)efore  arl)itrators  or  referees. 

Party  aggrieved       And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  any  party  ao:orrieved  at 

to  appeal.  1        .      i  .  ./!_*'        00  _ 

the  judgment  of  an}'  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  a  civil  action, 
where  both  parties  have  appeared  and  pled,  may  appeal 
therefrom  to  the  next  Court  of  Common  Pleas  to  be  held 
within  the  same  county;  and  shall,  before  his  appeal  is 
allowed,  recognize  with  a  surety  or  sureties  in  such  rea- 
sonable sum  as  the  Justice  shall  order,  not  exceeding  ten 
pounds,  to  pay  all  intervening  damages  and  costs,  and  to 
^Tr^D^'T*'""^  prosecute  his  appeal  with  effect,  and  shall  be  held  to  pro- 
whoiecabe.  ducc  a  copy  of  the  whole  case  at  the  Court  appealed  to, 
and  both  parties  shall  be  allowed  to  offer  any  evidence 
upon  the  trial  at  the  Common  Pleas,  in  the  same  manner 
as  if  the  cause  had  been  originally  commenced  there.  And 
no  other  appeal  or  review  shall  be  had  on  such  action, 
after  one  trial  at  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  And  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  when  any  person  recognized  as 
before  mentioned  to  bring  forward  an  action  of  trespass, 
doth  neglect  to  do  it,  upon  complaint  thereof  made  in  writ- 
ing ])}'  the  plaintiff,  shall  give  judgment  for  such  sum  in 
damages  as  the  plaintiff  hath  declared  for,  together  with 
all  reasonable  costs  which  accrued  l)oth  in  the  same  Court, 
and  before  the  Justice.  And  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
shall,  when  any  appellant  thereto  shall  fail  to  prosecute 
his  appeal,  or  if  he  shall  neglect  to  produce  a  copy  of  the 
case,  affirm  the  former  judgment  upon  the  appellee's  com- 
plaint, and  award  such  additional  damages  as  shall  have 
arisen  in  consequence  of  the  said  appeal  and  cost, 
actioiistr'i'abie  ^^  it  further  enacted,  hy  the  authoritij  aforesaid.  That 
ofihe^PeacT'^^  iu  all  civil  actious  triable  before  a  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
except.  except  such  actions   of  trespass    wherein   the    defendant 
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metins  to  uvail  hiinsolf,  by  pleadiiiir  the  title  of  himself  or 

tiny  other  person,  under  whom  he  ehiinis  in  jusititicution  of 

the  trespass  or  trespasses  alleged  to  i)e  committed  on  real 

estate;    the  defendant   shall    be   entitled   to   all   evidence  The  defendant 

under  the  general  issue,  which  by  law  he  might  avail  him-  an  eviuencl** '° 

self  of  under  any  special  plea  in  excuse  or  justification  ;  generauLne. 

any  law,  usage,  or  custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

lie  it  fartJier  enacted  hii  the  authoritu  aforesaid.  That  ^'o  action  to  be 

•    *        1      1 1    1  •         1   •  /-^  ^  /-~t  T-»i  sustained  where 

no  action  shall  be  sustained  in  any  Court  ot  Common  Pleas  the  damage 
within  this  Commonwealth,  where  the  damage  demanded  noi"eiiJt-d t*he 
shall   not  exceed  the  sum  of  four  pounds,  unless  by  an  poundsfun'eas. 
ai)peal  from  a  Justice   of  the  Peace,  saving  such  actions 
wherein  the  title  to  real  estate  may  be  concerned  ;  and  if 
upon   any  action  originall}'  brought  before  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  judgment  shall  be  recovered  for  no  more 
than  tour  pounds,  debt  or  damage,  in  all  such  cases  the 
plaintilf  shall  be   entitled  for  his  costs,  to  no  more  than 
one  quarter  part  of  the  amount  of  the  debt  or  damage  so 
recovered. 

Pinrided  neverthelej^s,  and  he  it  further  enacted  hi/  the 
autjmriti/  (ffnresaid.  That  all  actions  already  commenced.  Proviso. 
or  which  may  be  commenced  before  the  tirst  day  of  June 
next,  shall  be  proceeded  upon,  heard,  and  determined  in 
the  same  manner  as  they  might  have  been  before  the  pass- 
ing of  this  act,  any  thing  herein  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. March  11,  17S4. 
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[January  Session,  ch.  20.] 
AN   ACT  DESCRIBING  THE   DUTY    AND  POWER   OF   CORONERS. 


Chap.  43 


lie  if  enacted  hij  the  Senate  (md  ILni.^e  of  Hepre.^en fa- 
fires  in  General  Court  axsemhled ,  (rnd  hij  the  antJioritif  of 
the  xanie.  That  every  Coroner  within  the  county  for  which  Coroners  to 

^  scrvt*  writs    vCc> 

he  is  appointed,  shall  serve  all  writs  and  precepts  when 
the  sherirt'  or  either  of  his  deputies  shall  be  a  party  to  the 
same,  and  shall,  if  present  in  Court,  return  jurors  de  faJi- 
hiis  rirni/itstifiifititfs  in  all  causes  where  the  sheriff  of  the 
county  shall  be  interested  or  related  to  either  party  ;  they 
shall  take  inquests  of  violent  deaths  committed,  and  casual 
deaths  happening  within  their  respective  counties,  and 
shall.  I)etoro  they  enter  upon  the  duties  of  their  office,  be 
sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge  thereof,  and  give  security 
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before  they  proceed  to  net,  in  the  same  manner  as  sheriffs 
by  law  are  obliged  to  do. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  hij  the  anthoritij  aforesaid^ 
'^Jb^^Jl,^.     That  each  Coroner  shall,  as  soon  as  he  shall  be  certilied 

luaEe  out  war-  ' 

rants  for  jurors,  of  the  dead  body  of  any  person,  supposed  to  have  come  to 
his  death  by  violence,  or  casualty,  found  or  lying  within 
his  county,  make  out  his  warrant  directed  to  the  constable 
of  the  town  where  the  dead  body  is  found  or  lying,  or  to 
the  constables  of  one  or  more  of  the  three  or  four  next 
adjacent  towns,  requiring  them  forthwith  to  summon  a 
jury  of  good  and  lawful  men  of  the  same  town  or  towns, 
sufficient  to  make  up  eighteen  in  all,  to  appear  before  him 
at  the  time  and  place  in  such  warrant  mentioned  and 
expressed  ;  which  warrant  shall  be  in  form  following : 


Form  of  the 
warrant. 


Constables  to 
execute  the 
Coroner's  war- 
rant. 


[l.s.]  /Suffolk,  SS. 

To  either  of  the  constahles  of  B ,  in  the  mid 

county  of  S ,  Greeting. 

These  are  in  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts, to  require  you  immediately  to  summon  and  warn 

good  and  lawful  men  of  the  said  town  of  B ,  to 

appear  l)efore  me,  one  of  the  Coroners  of  the  said  county 

of  S ,  at  the  dwelling  house  of  or  at  a  phice  called 

within  the    said  town    of  B ,  at  the  hour  of 

,  then  and  there  to  inquire  upon  the  view  of  the 
body  of  there    lying   dead,    how    and   in    what 

manner  he  came  to  his  death. 

Fail  not  herein  at  your  peril.     Given  under  my  hand 

and  seal,  at  B ,  the         day  of  in  the  year  of 

our  Lord,  .  W.  G. 

And  every  constable  to  whom  such  w^arrant  shall  be 
directed  and  delivered,  shall  forthwith  execute  the  same, 
and  shall  repair  to  the  place  where  the  dead  body  is,  at 
the  time  mentioned,  and  make  return  of  the  warrant  with 
his  doings  thereon,  unto  the  Coroner  that  granted  the 
same.  And  every  constable  failing  unnecessarily  of  exe- 
cuting such  warrant,  or  of  returning  the  same  as  afore- 
said, shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  three  pounds  ;  and  every 
person  summoned  as  a  juror  as  aforesaid,  that  shall  fail  of 
appearance  W'ithout  having  reasonable  excuse  therefor, 
shall  forfeit  forty  shillings,  which  forfeitures  shall  be 
recovered  by  action  of  debt,  before  any  Court  that  can 
take  cognizance  of  the  same,  and  shall  be  applied  to  the 
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use  of  the  count}'.  And  the  Coroner  shall  swear  twelve 
or  more  of  {he  jurors  that  shall  aj^jjear,  and  shall  give  the 
foreman  (by  him  a})i)ointed)  his  oath  upon  view  of  the 
body,  in  form  following : 

You  solemnly  swear,  that  you  will  diligently  inquire  j mors  oath. 
Mnd  true  presentment  make  on  behalf  of  this  Common- 
wealth, how  and  in  what  manner  A.  B.  who  lies  here 
dead,  came  to  his  death  ;  and  You  shall  deliver  up  to  me, 
one  of  the  Coroners  of  this  county,  a  true  inquest  thereof, 
according  to  such  evidence  as  shall  l)e  laid  before  you, 
and  according  to  your  knowledge.      So  help  you  God. 

And  then  shall  swear  the  other  jurors,  in  form  follow- 
ing : 

Such  oath  as  your  foreman  hath  taken,  You,  and  each  of 
you,  shall  well  and  truly  observe  and  keep.  8o  help  i/oii 
God. 

And  the  jurors  being  sworn,  the  Coroner  shall  give  Coroner's 
them  a  charge  u})on  their  oaths,  to  declare  of  the  death  of  j^uTore. 
the  person,  whether  he  died  of  felony,  or  of  mischance 
or  accident ;  and  if  of  felony,  who  were  principals,  and 
who  were  accessaries,  with  what  instrument  he  was  struck 
or  wounded,  and  so  of  all  prevailing  circumstances  which 
may  come  by  presumption  ;  and  if  by  mischance  or  acci- 
dent, Avhether  by  the  act  of  man,  and  wdiether  by  hurt, 
fall,  stroke,  drowning  or  otherwise  :  To  inquire  of  the 
persons  who  were  present,  the  finders  of  the  body,  his 
relations  and  neighbours,  whether  he  was  killed  in  the  same 
place  where  he  was  found,  and  if  elsewhere,  by  whom, 
and  how  he  was  brought  from  thence  ;  and  of  all  circum- 
stances rekiting  to  the  said  death  :  And  if  he  died  of  his 
own  felony,  then  to  inquire  of  the  manner,  means  or 
instrument,  and  of  all  circumstances  concerning  it.  And 
the  jury  being  charged  shall  stand  together,  and  procla- 
mation shall  be  made  for  any  person  that  can  give  evidence, 
to  draw  near  and  that  they  shall  be  heard.  And  every 
Coroner  is  further  impowered  to  send  out  his  warrant  for 
witnesses,  conunanding  them  to  come  before  him  to  be 
examined,  and  to  declare  their  knowledge  concerning  the 
matter  in  question,  and  he  shall  administer  an  oath  to 
them  in  form  followinsf : 


You  solemnl}^  swear,  that  the  evidence  which  you  shall 
give  to  this  inquest,  concerning  the  death  of  A.  B.  here 


W'itneBBes'  oath. 
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lying  dead,  .shall  he  the  Irulli,  the  whole  truth,  and  noth- 
ing hut  the  truth.      So  lielp  you  God. 

^cognized!"  "^^  "  The  evidence  of  such  witnesses  shall  be  in  writing  sub- 
scribed by  them  :  And  if  they  relate  to  the  trial  of  any 
person  concerned  in  the  death,  then  shall  the  Coroner 
bind  such  witness(?s  by  recognizance  in  a  reasonable  sum, 
for  their  personal  appearance  at  the  next  Supreme  Judi- 
cial Court,  to  be  holden  within  or  for  the  same  county, 
there  to  give  evidence  accordingly,  and  commit  to  the 
common  goal  of  the  county  such  witness  or  witnesses  as 
shall  refuse  to  recognize  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  return 
to  the  same  Court  the  inquisition,  w^ritten  evidence,  and 
recognizance  by  him  taken.  And  the  jury  having  viewed 
the  body,  heard  the  evidence,  and  made  all  the  inquiry 
within  their  power,  they  shall  draw  up  and  deliver  unto 
the  Coroner  their  verdict  upon  the  death  under  considera- 
tion, in  writing,  under  their  hands  and  seals,  in  form 
following  : 

Inquisition.  Sumh    ss   '     ^^  ioquisitlon  taken  at  B within  the 

^        ■   '    '  '     said   county  of  S ,  the  day  of 

,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord           ,  before  W.  G.  Gen- 
tleman, one  of  the  Coroners  of  the  said  county  of  S , 

upon  the  view  of  the  body  of  A.  B.  there  lying  dead,  by 
the  oaths    of  yeomen,    good  and    lawful  men,    who 

l)eiug  charged  and  sworn  to  enquire  for  the  Common- 
wealth, when,  how,  and  by  what  means  the  said  A.  B. 
came  to  his  death,  upon  their  oaths  do  say 

\_TJien  insert  how,  when,  and  by  what  means,  with  irJutt 
instrument  he  luas  killed,  and  if  it  appears  that  he  hath 
been  murdered  by  a  person  known,  then  the  inquisition 
shall  be  concluded  in  this  form  .'I  viz. : 

And  so  the  jurors  aforesaid,  upon  their  oaths  aforesaid, 
do  say,  that  the  aforesaid  A.  B.  in  manner  and  form  afore- 
said, then  and  there  of  his  malice  aforethought,  did  kill  and 
murder,  against  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the  Common- 
wealth, and  the  laws  of  the  same. 

[//*  it  appears  to  be  self  murder,  then  shall  the  inquisi- 
tion be  concluded  thus:'] 

And  so  the  jurors  aforesaid,  thus  upon  their  oaths  afore- 
said, do  say,  that  the  said  A.  /J.  in  manner  and  form 
aforesaid,    then    and    there    voluntarily    and    feloniously 
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as  a  felon  of  himself,  did  kill  and  murder  himself,  against 
the  peace. 

l^And  if  if  appears  that  tJie  deaf//  iras  hij  mififortune'] 

And  so  the  .Turors  aforesaid,  upon  their  oaths  say, 
that  the  said  ^l.  B.  in  manner  aforesaid,  came  to  his 
death  I)y  misfortune. 

\_Jf  innocently  by  the  /lands  of  any  person~\ 

The  Jurors  upon  their  oaths  aforesaid  do  say,  that  the 
aforesaid  D.  IL  the  aforesaid  ^1.  7>.  by  misfortune,  and 
auainst  and  contrary  to  the  will  of  him  the  said  D.  R.  in 
manner  and  form  aforesaid,  did  kill  and  slay.  In  witness 
whereof  the  said  Coroner  and  Jurors  to  this  inquisition 
have  set  their  hands  and  seals,  the  day  and  year  above- 
said. 

And  upon  an  inquisition  found  before  f^ny  Coroner  of  ^jP^^j^^J^^^^J^Jj^g 
the  death  of  any  person,  by  the   felony  or   misfortune  of  <-"oro°er to  ' 

1  1  1      11  Ti        •     /•  r>       I        inform  one  or 

anotlier,    he  shall    speedily  intorm    one  or    more    ot   the  more  Justices 
Justices  of  the  same  county  thereof,  to  the  intent  that  the 
person  killing  or  l)eing  any  way  instrumental  to  the  death, 
may  be  apprehended,  examined,  and  secured  in  order  for 
trial.  March  12,  1784. 

1783.— Chapter  44. 

[January  Session,  ch.  21.] 

AN    ACT    DEFINING   THE    GENERAL  POWERS  AND  DUTIES,  AND  HTyf^^     AA 
REGULATING  THE  OFFICE  OF  SHERIFFS.  \ylta[J.    'itt 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresenta- 
fives  in    General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  That  the  Sheriff  of  each  county  in  this  Common-  sheriffs  to  have 
wealth  shall  have  power,  and  it  shall  be  his  duty,  and  the  Ihe  goaisl'^' °^ 
duty  of  each  of  his  Deputies,  to  serve  and  execute  within 
his  county,  all  writs  and  precepts  to  him  or  them  directed 
and  committed,  issued  from  good   and  lawful  authority ; 
and  the  Sheriff  of  each  county  shall  have  the  custody,  rule, 
and  charge   of  the   goal  or  goals  therein,  and  of  all  pris- 
oners within  such  goal  or  goals,  and  shall  keep  the  .same 
himself  personally,  or  by  his  Deputy,  for  whom  he  shall 
be    answerable;    and   every  Sherili'  shall    give    sufficient  To  give 
security  at  the  di.scretion  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  ^'^'^'^"^y- 
in  his  count}',  unto  the  Treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth, 
for  his  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  and 
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to  answer  the  malfeasance  and  misfeasance  of  all  his 
Deputies  ;  and  if  any  Sheriff  shall  neglect  to  give  such 
security  at  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  which  shall  be 
held  in  his  county,  next  after  his  being  commissioned,  all 
services  done  by  hiai  afterwards,  and  before  he  shall  give 
such  security,  shall  be  null  and  void. 

And  be   it  farther  enacted  hy  the  autlioriti/  afore^aud, 
A  certificate  of    That  the  Clerk  of  the   Supreme   Judicial  Court,  and  each 

all  tines,  &c.  to       _^        i  <»      i  -r»  i      1 1  •    i   •        /^  i-         t  /•  i  j 

vie  retiiined  lo  Clcrlv  ot  the  i  cacc,  shall,  within  nrty  da3'S  arter  the  end 
of  their  Courts  respectively,  return  into  the  office  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  State,  a  certificate  of  all  fines,  amercia- 
ments, issues,  and  forfeitures  arising  or  imposed  to  the 
use  of  the  Commonwealth,  by  their  respective  Courts,  on 

Penalty  for        penalty  of  twcnty  pounds  for  each  and  every  neglect,  to 

negect.  j^^  disposcd  of  as  follows,  viz.:  the  one  moiety  to  him  or 

them  who  shall  sue  for  the  same,  and  the  other  moiety  to 

Fines  how  to  be  the  benefit  of  this   Commonwealth.      And   the  Attorney 

recovered.  /~\  ^  ^  .  .     "^ 

General,  as  well  as  such  persons  as  may  from  time  to  time 
be  appointed  by  the  Courts  of  General  Sessions  of  the 
Peace  within  their  respective  counties,  be,  and  hereby  are 
especially  directed  and  enjoined  to  give  information  of, 
and  prosecute  for  the  recovery  of  all  such  fines  and  forfeit- 
ures as  may  be  incurred  by  the  Clerks  aforesaid,  in  con- 
sequence of  their  breach  of  this  act :  And  the  said  Clerks 
shall  respectively  return  a  like  certificate  into  the  Secre- 
tary's office,  that  the  General  Court  may  thereby  be 
enabled  to  settle  with  the  Treasurer  ;  and  each  Clerk  of 
the  Peace  shall  certify  to  the  Treasurer  of  his  county,  the 
fines  arising  to  the  county  from  time  to  time,  from  con- 
victions in  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace. 
And  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  and  the  Court  of  Gen- 
eral Sessions  of  the  Peace,  shall  audit  and  settle  the 
Sheriff's  accounts  for  such  fines  as  shall  have  been  by 
them  imposed,  and  for  forfeitures  arising  in  them  respec- 
tively, and  thereupon  grant  the  Sheriff  a  full  discharge. 
JVear'a^n  "^"^^  ^^  ^''  farther  enacted,  That  no   Sherifl'  or  Deputy 

attorney.  Sheriff  shall  be  suffered  to  appear  in  any  Court,  or  before 

any  Justice  of  the  Peace,  as  attorney  to,  or  in  behalf  of, 
or  as-isting,  or  advising  to  any  party  in  a  suit,  nor  shall 
any  Sheriff"  or  his  Deputy  be  allowed  to  draw,  make  or  fill 
up  any  plaint,  declaration,  writ  or  process,  or  to  draw  or 
make  any  plea  for  any  other  person  ;  but  all  such  acts 
done  by  either  of  Ihem  shall  be  void.  And  if  any  Sheriff 
or  his  Deputy  shall  unreasonably  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay 
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to  any  person,  any  money  received  by  him  upon  execution 
to   the   use  of  such   person,  upon   demand   thereof  being 
made,  he  shall   forfeit   and    pay  to  such  i)erson  tive  times  Pennity  for 
tlie   hiwful   inteiest  of  such  money,  so  h)ng  as  he  shall  so  tnoney."^ 
unreasonably  detain  the  same  after  such  demand  is  made. 

^iiid  ho  if   fnrtlirv   enacted  hi/  the  autJiorih/  aforesaid,    ■ 
That   no  sheritJ'  shall  have   his  body  arrested  upon  mesne  siiontf.<  not  to 
process,  or  upon  an   execution  awanhMJ  upon  a  judirment  uoak-sanested. 
consequent   u[)on  a  civil  action,  and  that  when  judgment 
shall   be  rendered  against  any  person  holding  the  office  of 
Sheritr,  either  in  his   official   or  private  capacity,  for  any 
sum    of  money,    the    execution    thereof  shall    be    issued 
against  his  goods,  chattels,  and  lands,  but  not  against  his 
I)ody  ;  and    if  any  executi(m  issued    against   the    goods,  Exccmious 
chattels,   or   lands  of  a  person  who  holds    the    ofhce    of  tiu"goo"u'oTibe 
Slieritr,  shall   be   returned   not   satisfied,  the  creditor  may  notSnahe 
tile  l)efore   the   Governor  and  C()uncil  an  attested  copy  of  ^|"''^'j'f^^(^^^|f^^ 
such  execution  and   return,  and  also  serve   such   Sheriff  of  "sesame, 
with  a  copy  of  such  copy  tiled,  attested  by  the  Secretary, 
together  with  notice  under  the  hand  of  the  Secretary,  of 
the  day  of  tiling  such  copy.     And  if  such  Sheriff  shall  not, 
within    forty  days  next   after  his   being  served  with  such 
copy  and  notice,  pay  the  creditor  the   full   of  his  debt, 
together  with  reasonable  costs  of  the  copies  and  notifica- 
tions aforesaid,  the  Governor,  with  the  advice    of  Coun- 
cil, shall   remove   such   Sheriff  fi'om   his  office,  and   shall 
appoint  some  other  person  to  the  same. 

And  all    Sheriffs,  when  removed    from  their    office,  as  sheriffs  when 
well  as  their  Deputies,  shall  have  power  to  execute  all  such  their  office?to 
precepts  as  may  be  in  their  hands  at  the  time  of  their  precepts!^'""" 
removal    from    office:    And  such    Sheriff  shall    be    held  sheriffs  answer- 
answerable   for  the   delivery  over  to  their  respective  sue-  deihery  of^ 
cessors,  of  iill  prisoners  which  may  be  in  their  custody  at  p"=o"«''«- 
the  time  of  their  removal,  and   for  that  intent  shall  still 
retain  the  keeping  of  the  goal  or  goals  in  their  respective 
counties,  and   the  prisoners  therein,  until  their  successors 
shall  l)e  appointed  and  qualified  as  the  law  directs.     And 
when  a  Sheriff  shall  be  removed  from  his  office,  the  Clerk 
of  the  Court  from  whence  executions  have  been  issued  and 
returned  not    satisfied,   shall  be    impowered    as   soon   as 
another  Sheriff  shall   be   a[ipointed  and  legally  qualified, 
to   make   out  alias   executions   in   common   form,  as  well 
against  the  body  as  the  goods,  chattels,  and  lands  of  such 
person  so  removed.  March  12,  1784. 
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[January  Session,  ch.  22.] 

E    TOWN   OF    BERXARD- 


NAME   OF  LETDEX.. 


Preamble. 


Boundaries. 


To  join  with 
Bernardsion  in 
the  choice  of  a 
representative; 
and  to  pay  their 
proportion  of 
taxes  already 
granted. 


r>avid  Smead, 
Esq  ;  to  call  a 
meetina. 


W/ie7'eas  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  toivn  q/'Bernaidston 
have  re2)resented  to  this  Court,  the  great  difficulties  and 
inconveniences  they  labor  under  in  their  present  situation, 
and  requested  that. the  same  may  he  divided: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same.  That  that  part  of  the  .said  town  oi  Bernardston, 
and  the  inhabitants  thereof  included  within  the  follow- 
ins:  lines  and  boundaries,  viz.  :  beojinnins;  at  the  north- 
west  corner  of  the  said  town,  from  thence  to  run  east  ten 
degrees  south,  three  miles  and  two  hundred  and  eighty 
rods  on  the  jSfew  Hanqjshire  line  (so  called)  to  a  beech 
tree  ;  then  south  to  the  south  line  of  the  said  town  ;  then 
west  on  the  line  between  the  said  Bernardston  and  Green- 
field to  Green  JRiver,  (so  called)  which  is  the  boundary 
between  the  said  Beinai'dston  and  Colerain;  then  north- 
erly along  by  the  said  Green  River  to  the  northwest  cor- 
ner of  the  said  Bernardston  first  mentioned ;  be,  and 
hereby  is,  set  off  and  erected  into  a  separate  district,  by 
the  name  of  Leyden;  and  that  the  said  district  be  invested 
with  all  the  powers,  privileges  and  immunities,  that  other 
towns  in  this  Commonwealth  do  enjoy,  except  that  of 
sending  a  representative. 

Provided  nevertheless,  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  district  of  Leyden  shall  be  annexed  to  the  said  town 
of  Bernardston,  in  the  choice  of  a  representative  to  repre- 
sent them  in  the  General  Court  of  this  Commonwealth,  and 
that  the  said  district  of  Leyden  shall  pay  their  proportion 
of  all  town,  county.  State,  or  Continental  taxes,  set  on  or 
granted  to  be  raised  by  the  said  town  ot^  Bernardston,  as  if 
this  act  had  not  been  made,  and  that  that  part  set  off  by 
this  act,  in  all  future  taxes  that  shall  be  assessed  on  the 
present  valuation,  shall  pay  fifteen  thirty-seventh  parts  of 
the  whole  sum  to  be  assessed  on  the  said  town. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  David  Smead,  Esq  ;  he, 
and  he  is  hereby  impowered,  to  issue  his  warrant  directed 
to  some  principal  inhaliitant  in  the  said  district  o{  Leyden, 
requiring  him  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  the 
said  district,  qualified  by  law  to  vote  in  town  afiairs,  to 
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meet  at  such  time  and  place,  as  shall  be  therein  set  forth, 
to  choose  all  such  officers  as  shall  be  necessary  to  manage 
the  atl'airs  of  the  said  district. 

lie  it  Jnrfher  enuded.  That  the  Selectmen  of  the  said  gfjf.lolfet'of 
town  of  BeriHirih'iton    shall    annually  give   notice  to  the  lueetiugs. 
clerk  of  the  said  district,  of  the  time  and  place  of  holding 
meetings  for  the  choice  of  representatives,  to  represent  the 
said  town  and  district  in  the  General  Court,  fifteen  days 
at  least  before  the  time  of  such  choice.     March  12^  17S4. 

1783.— Chapter  46. 

[Jauuary  Session,  ch.  47.] 
AX   ACT   FOR  ESTABLISHING   COURTS   OF   PROBATE.  CJlClD     46 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in   General  Court   assembled,  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  same,  That  a  Court  of  Probate  shall  be  held  within  comtof 
the   several   counties   in   this    Commonwealth,   and   there  held  wuhin  the 
shall  be  in  the  manner  the  constitution  directs,  some  able  several couDUes. 
and  learned  person  in  each  county  within  this  Common- 
wealth, appointed  or  to  be  appointed  Jud^e  for  takino*  the  Judge  of  Pro- 

,  ,     ,  ,  ~  bate  to  be  ap- 

Prol)ate   of  AVills,   and   granting  administrations   on   the  pointed. 
estates  of  persons  deceased,  being  inhabitants  of,  or  resi- 
dent in  the  same  county  at  the  time  of  their  decease;  for 
appointing  guardians    to   minors,   idiots,    and    distracted 
persons ;    for   examining   and    allowing   the    accounts    of 
executors,  administrators  or  guardians  ;  and  for  such  other 
matters  and  things,  as  the  Courts  of  ProI)ate  within  the 
several  counties  shall,  by  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth, 
have  cognizance  and  jurisdiction  of;  who  shall  have  full 
])ower  and  authority  to  make  out  such  process  or  proc- 
es^^es,  as  ihay  be  needful  for  the  discharge  of  the  trust 
reposed  in  him  ;  and  all  sheritl's,  deputy  sheritis  and  con-  sheriffs 
stal)les,  are  required,  duly  to  serve  and  execute  all  legal  sene'ielir  war. 
warrants  or  summons  to  them  directed  by  any  Judge  of  j^'Jl^^"^^*^^^ 
Probate.       And   contempt   of  authority  in   any  cause   or  ^ate. 
hearing  before  any  Judge  of  Prolxite,  shall  and  may  be 
punished  in  like  manner,  as  such  contempt  of  authority 
in  any  Court  of  Common  Pleas  may,  or  can  by  law  l)e 
punished. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  there  shall  l)e  in  man- Register  of 
ner  as  the  constitution  directs,  a  suitable  person  in  each  poiuted.^^*^'' 
county  within   this   Commonwealth,  ai)pointed  or  to   be 
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To  be  sworn. 


Supreme  Judi- 
cial Court  to   be 
the  Supreme 
Conn  of 
Probate. 


An  appeal 

allowed. 


Proviso. 


rime  when  the 
appeal  eball  be 
taken  notice  of. 


Appellant  to 
tile  the  reasons 
in  the  Probate 
Court. 


appointed  Register  of  wills,  administrations,  accounts, 
decrees,  orders,  determinations,  and  other  writings  which 
shall  be  made,  granted,  or  decreed  upon  by  the  Judges  of 
Probate  of  Wills,  in  their  respective  counties,  which  Reg- 
ister shall  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  performance  of  the 
duties  of  his  office,  and  have  the  care,  custody,  and  keep- 
ing of  all  files,  papers  and  books,  to  the  Probate  Office 
belonging;  and  in  case  of  the  death,  sickness,  or  neces- 
sary absence  of  the  Register,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  the  Judge  of  Proljate  to  nominate  and  appoint  some 
meet  person  to  officiate  as  a  Register,  to  be  sworn  as  afore- 
said, until  the  standing  Register  shall  be  able  to  attend 
his  duty,  or  till  a  new  one  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council. 

Be  it  favlher  enacted,  That  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court 
shall  be  the  Supreme  Court  of  Probate  within  this  Com- 
monwealth, who  shall  have  the  appellant  jurisdiction  of 
all  matters  determinable  by  the  Judges  of  Probate  in  their 
respective  counties  ;  and  all  appeals  from  any  order  or 
decree  of  a  Judge  of  Probate  which  shall  be  made  after 
the  passing  of  this  act,  shall  be  to  the  said  Court  accord- 
ingly ;  and  that  the  said  Supreme  Court  of  Probate  shall 
also  have  cognizance  in  the  first  instance  of  all  matters 
wherein  the  Judge  of  Probate  of  any  county  is  a  party  or 
interested. 

And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  any  person  aggrieved 
at  any  order,  sentence,  decree,  or  denial  of  any  Judge  of 
Probate  in  any  county  within  this  Commonwealth,  may 
ap[)eal  therefrom  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  Probate  afore- 
said :  Provided,  The  appeal  be  claimed  within  one  month 
from  the  time  of  making  such  order,  sentence,  decree,  or 
denial,  and  lionds  be  given  and  filed  in  the  Probate  Office 
by  the  appellant,  within  ten  days  after  such  appeal  shall 
be  claimed  and  granted,  for  the  prosecution  thereof  to 
elFect,  at  the  next  Supreme  Court  of  Probate,  and  for  pay- 
ing all  intervening  costs  and  damages,  and  such  costs  as 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Probate  shall  tax  against  him.  And 
such  appeal  shall  be  taken  notice  of,  and  proceeded  upon 
at  the  term  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  which  shall  be 
holden  next  after  the  expiration  of  twenty  days  after  such 
ap})eal  shall  l)e  made,  within  and  for  the  county  where 
such  order,  sentence,  decree,  or  denial  w^as  made  ;  and 
the  appellant  shall  file  the  reasons  of  appealing  in  the  Pro- 
Date    Court    appealed   from,    within    ten    days    after    the 
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security  is  given,  and  shall  serve  the  adverse  party  or 
parties  with  an  attested  copy  of  such  reasons,  fourteen 
days  at  least  before  the  sitting  of  the  said  Supreme  Court 
of  Probate,  at  which  the  trial  is  to  be  had.  And  when  it 
shall  appear  from  the  reasons  of  appeal,  that  the  sanity  of 
the  testator  or  the  attestation  of  the  witnesses  in  his  pres- 
ence as  the  law  directs,  is  the  question  in  controversy  on 
any  will  or  codicil,  the  said  Supreme  Court  of  Probate  may, 
for  the  determination  thereof,  direct  a  real  or  feigned  issue 
to  be  tried  before  a  jury  in  the  same  Court  at  the  expence 
of  the  appelhuit,  in  case  the  issue  be  found  against  him. 
And  in  case  the  party  or  parties  appealing,  fail  in  the  Party  appealing 
prosecution  of  the  said  appeal  to  etfect,  then  the  adverse  c'nie"to  effect?^ 
party,  or  any  person  interested  in  the  sentence  or  decree  have^he^belfetit 
so  appealed  from,  shall  have  the  benefit  of  the  same,  by  of  the  same. 
tiling  a  complaint  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  Probate, 
in  like  maimer  as  is  provided  by  law  for  affirming  the 
judgment  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court ;  and  the  Supreme  Court  of  Probate  may 
assess  reasonable  costs  in  all  cases  that  may  be  brought 
before  them,  by  w^ay  of  appeal  from  the  respective 
Judges  of  Probate,  and  in  case  the  appellee  or  appel- 
lees shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the  costs  that  may 
he  so  assessed  against  him  or  them,  the  appellant  may 
bring  an  action  of  debt  therefor,  or  prosecute  the  bonds 
given  for  appealing.  Provided  ahvays.  That  any  per-  Proviso. 
son  beyond  sea,  or  out  of  the  United  States,  who  shall 
have  no  sufficient  attorney  within  this  government  at 
the  time  of  such  order,  sentence,  decree  or  denial,  shall 
have  one  month  after  his  or  her  return,  or  constitution 
of  such  attorney,  to  claim  and  prosecute  their  appeal  as 
aforesaid.  • 

Be  it  further  enacted  hj  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  ij^p^^^^^^^ofan^^ 
whenever  there  shall  be  an  appeal  from  any  order  or  decree  proceedings  to 

T      1  r-   T-k       1  /■  J  -ii   •        ii   •       /^  cease  nutil 

ot  any  Judge  or  Proljate  ot  any  county  withm  this  Com-  tinai  determina- 
mon wealth,  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  Probate  aforesaid, 
and  the  appellant  shall  file  in  the  Probate  Office  the 
reasons  of  his  appeal,  and  give  bonds  to  prosecute  the 
same  with  efiect  according  to  law,  and  shall  notify  the  ad- 
verse party  thereof,  in  that  case  all  further  proceedings  in 
consc(iuence  of  such  order  or  decree,  shall  be  stayed  until 
a  final  determination  shall  be  had  thereon  in  the  said 
Supreme  Court  of  Probate.  March  12,  1784.  , 
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[January  Sessioc,  ch  23.] 

AN  ACT  TO  INCORPORATE  THE  SOUTH  PARISH  IN  THE  TOWN 
OF  BOLTOX,  TOGETHER  WITH  DAVID  TAYLOR,  SILAS  CAR- 
LEY,  JOB  SPAFFORD,  AND  JOHN  BRIGIIAM,  INHABITANTS 
OF  MARLBORO',  WITH  THEIR  ESTATES,  INTO  A  DISTRICT 
BY    THE    NAME    OF   BERLIN. 

WJiereas  it  ajjpear'S  on  representation  to  this  Court,  that 
it  would  he  productive  of  pidAic  good,  and  to  the  benefit  and 
satisfaction  of  the  inhahitants  and  proprietors  of  the  South 
Parish,  in  the  town  of  Bolton,  and  the  above  named 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Marlboro'  should  they  be  incor- 
piovated  hdo  a  distinct  district,  and  that  all  p)ersons  imme- 
diately  concerned  are  agreeing  thereto: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Sf-nate  and  House  of  Bej)resenta- 
tives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  same.  That  the  lands  hereafter  described  and  in- 
cluded within  the  follo^Ying  bouudaries,  with  the  inhal)i- 
tants  thereof,  be,  and  hereby  are,  incorporated  into  a 
district,  by  the  name  oi  Berlin,  beginninof  at  a  rock,  a 
corner  between  the  towns  of  Marlboro',  JSfortJiboro\  and 
Bolton,  and  running  on  Nortliboro''  line  two  miles  and  one 
half  and  forty  four  rods  to  a  stake  and  stones,  a  corner 
between  Lancaster  and  Bolton ;  thence  northwardly  on 
X«ncY^s'^er  original  line,  three  miles  and  one  half  and  sixty- 
two  rods,  to  a  stake  and  stones ;  thence  east  twenty-four 
degrees  south,  one  mile  and  a  half  and  forty  rods  to  a  heap 
of  stones;  thence  oast  thirty-seven  degrees  south,  three 
miles  and  forty  rods  to  a  heap  of  stones  on  Marlboro'' 
town  line  ;  thence  west  thirty-one  degrees  south,  on  the 
said  Marlboro'  line  to  a  stump  and  stones,  a  monument  on 
Bolton  line  ;  thence  south  thirty  degrees  east,  thirty-seven 
rods  to  a  heap  of  stones  ;  thence  east  thirty-one  degrees 
south,  twenty-one  rods  to  a  stump  and  stones ;  thence 
south  thirty-two  degrees  east,  forty-two  rods  to  a  heap  of 
stones  ;  thence  south  forty  degrees  west,  forty-six  rods  to 
a  black  oak;  thence  w^est  twenty  degrees  north,  twenty- 
eight  rods  to  a  heap  of  stones  ;  thence  west  forty-one 
degrees  south,  sixty-eight  rods  to  a  heap  of  stones  ;  thence 
east  four  degrees  south,  thirty-six  rods  to  a  red  oak  by 
the  river ;  thence  south  twenty  degrees  east,  forty-nine 
rods  to  a  heap  of  stones  ;  thence  twenty-two  rods  by  a 
town  way  ;  thence  twenty  rods  by  the  said  way  ;  thence 
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angling  six  rods  ;  thence  south  seventeen  degrees  west, 
twenty-four  rods  ;  thence  south  forty- four  degrees  east, 
thirteen  rods  to  a  heap  of  stones  ;  thence  west  twenty- 
seven  degrees  south,  Hfty-six  rods  to  a  heap  of  stones; 
thence  north  eight  degrees  west,  forty-eight  rods  to  a  heap 
of  stones  ;  thence  west  forty  rods  to  a  heap  of  stones  ; 
thence  west  thirty-five  degrees  south,  fifty-nine  rods; 
thence  soutli  thirty-one  degrees  west,  sixteen  i"ods  to  a  red 
oak,  a  corner  ol  Jo^epJi  IJoiv's  huid  ;  thence  south  twenty- 
eight  degrees  west,  eighteen  rods  to  a  white  oak  ;  thence 
south  twent3'-nine  degrees  west,  thirty  rods  to  a  heap  of 
stones  on  the  east  side  the  river :  thence  thirty  rods  on 
the  said  river  to  a  heap  of  stones  ;  thence  twelve  rods  by 
the  said  river  to  a  swamp  oak  ;  thence  south  forty  degrees 
west,  one  hundred  and  sixteen  rods  to  a  pine  stump; 
thence  west  twenty-eight  dcgiees  north,  seventy-eight 
rods  to  a  heap  of  stones ;  thence  west  thirty  degrees 
south,  twenty-eight  rods  to  a  stake  and  stones  by  Joel 
IJi-if///a)/t'fi  meadow  ;  thence  north  thirty  degrees  west, 
one  hundred  and  forty-six  rods  to  the  bounds  first  men- 
tioned. And  the  said  district  of  Berlin  shall  be,  and 
hereby  is,  invested  with  all  the  privileges  and  immunities 
of  any  district  within  this  Commonwealth. 

Provided  cdwcci/s,  and  be  it  fartlier  enacted  htj  the 
authovitii  aforesaid,  That  the  said  district  o^ Berlin  shall  J^oporuonof 
be  subjected  to  pay  their  proportionable  part  of  all  public  public  debts. 
debts  owing  by  the  town  oi  Bolton,  at  the  time  of  passing 
this  act,  according  to  the  present  taxable  property  of  the 
town  of  Bolfon  and  the  district  of  Berlin,  exclusive  of  that 
part  of  the  said  district  of  Berlin,  which,  before  the  pass- 
ing this  act,  was  part  of  the  town  of  Marlboro'. 

And  Ije  it  farther  enacted  bij  the  autJiority  aforesaid. 
That  the  said  district  of  Berlin  shall  be  at  their  propor-  And  expence  of 
tionable  part  of  the  expence  of  supporting  the  poor  ^'''°'' 
belonging  to  the  said  town  of  Bolton,  previous  to  the 
passing  this  act,  to  be  apportioned  in  like  manner  as  is 
expressed  in  the  foregoing  proviso  ;  and  any  poor  which 
in  time  to  come  may  be  turned  on  the  said  town  of  Bolton, 
or  shall  be  received  and  supported  by  that  town,  or  by 
the  said  district,  in  which  soever  such  poor  had  their  local 
situation. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  (foresaid, 
That  the  said  district  of  Berlin,  shall  have  a  good  right  to  To  receive  their 
claim  and  receive  one  equal  third  part  of  all  public  stock  pLbUcsu'ck". 
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of  arms  Jiiid  ammunition,  belonging,  before  the  passing 
this  act,  to  the  town  oi  Bolton. 

And  he  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authoriti/  aforemid, 
BoitoL"in  choog-  That  the  said  district  of  Berlin  may  join  with  the  town  of 
inij  a  repieseut-  Bolfou  in  the  choicc  of  a  representative,  which  representa- 
tive may  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  town  oi^ Bolton,  or  of  the 
district  of  Berlin,  and  shall  be  paid  by  the  town  of  Bolton 
and  the  district  of  Berlin,  in  the  same  proportion  as  they 
pay  other  ])ublic  charges,  and  the  selectmen  of  Bolton 
shall  annually,  at  the  usual  time  for  issuing  a  warrant  for 
notifying  the  voters  to  assemljle  for  coming  to  the  choice 
of  a  representative,  issue  their  warrant  directed  to  some 
constable  or  constables  of  the  district  of  Berlin,  to  warn 
the  voters  of  the  said  district  to  assemble  with  the  said 
town  of  Bolton  for  that  purpose. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  bi/  the  authority  aforesaid, 
iTe'ioMue'd^o  That  the  inhabitants  and  proprietors  of  land,  which,  before 
Maiiboro'to pay  the  enactino"  hereof,  belonojed  to  that  part  of  the  district 

Durt  taxes  to  ^ 

said  town.  of  Berlin,  which  was  part  of  the  town  of  JSFurlboro''  shall 
])e  holden  to  pay  all  taxes  already  assessed  on  them  by 
the  town  of  Alarlboro'  any  thing  in  this  act  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

A>id  be  if  farther  enacted  by  the  aatJiority  aforesaid, 
iTrto^aul'''  That  Samad  Baker,  Esq  ;  is  hereby  authorized  to  issue 
meeting.  his  Warrant  directed  to  some  principal  inhabitant  of  the 

district  of  Berlin,  requiring  him  to  notify  the  inhabitants 
of  the  said  district,  qualified  by  law  to  vote  in  town  affairs, 
to  assemble  at  such  time  and  place  as  he  therein  shall 
direct,  to  choose  all  such  officers  as  districts  within  this 
Commonw^ealth  are  directed  and  required  by  law  to  choose 
in  the  month  of  March  annually;  and  the  said  district  of 
Berlin  shall  be  considered  as  belonging  to  the  county  of 
Worcester,  and  the  easterly  boundaries  thereof  shall  be 
the  boundaries  between  the  counties  of  2Iiddlesex  and 
Worcester.  March  16,1784. 

1783.  — Chapter  48. 

[January  Session,  eh.  24.] 

AN  ACT  FOR  INCORrORATING  A  NUMBER  OF  THE  INHABI- 
TANTS OF  THE  FIRST  PARISH  IN  MENDOX,  IN  THE  COUNTY 
OF  WORCESTER,  INTO  A  SOCIETY  BY  THE  NAME  OF  THE 
FIRST  CONGREGATIONAL  SOCIETY   IN   MEXDON. 

rreambie.  Wlicrcasa  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  first  par- 

ish  in  Mendon,   in  the   said   county  hereinafter   named. 
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Jiave  petitioned  this  Coin-t,  setting  forth,  that  thei/  have 
raised  b//  subscriptions  the  siun  of  thirteen  hundred  and 
twe)iti/ four  pounds,  for  the  pAirpose  of  laijing  a  fund,  the 
annual  interest  of  which,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be 
necessary,  to  be  appropriated  for  the  support  of  a  learned 
Protestant  Congregational  Minister,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
congregational  cJiurch  in  the  said  parish,  as  also  for  the 
benefit  of  the  said  petitioners,  their  heirs  and  successors, 
being  inhcdjitants  of  the  said  parish,  of  the  same  denomi- 
nation and  religious  persuasion,  forever;  and  praying 
amongst  other  things,  that  this  Court  icould  incorporate 
them  into  a  society,  by  the  name  of  The  First  Congrega- 
tional Society  in  Mendon  : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  author- 
ity of  the  same.  That  the  said  petitioners,  namely,  Josejih  '^^^y^^^olhcvs.. 
Dorr,  Peter  Penniman,  John  Tyler,  Henry  Penniman,  incorporuted. 
John  jilbee,  John  J\'njiiman,  Zebuhni  Goss,  William 
Thayer,  jun.  Increase  Thayer,  Calvin  Smith,  Josiah 
Adams,  Samuel  Fairbanks,  Stejjhen  Torrey,  Abraham 
Staples,  Jacob  Ellis,  Andrew  Peters,  Hezeliiah  Ha.yward, 
John  Hayward,  Levi  Rawson,  William  Torrey,  Joseph 
^\  darns,  John  Hay  ward,  jun.  Philip  Ammidon,  Otis 
}\'hip2)le,  Josiah  Adams,  jun.  Seth  Wheelock,  John 
Crool's,  Josiah  Penniman,  Saul  Ramsdell,  Moses  Smith, 
Calvin  Smith,  }i\n.  Peter  Thayer,  jnn,  Aquilla  Robbins, 
Mathew  Hill,  Alexander  Thayer,  Stepjhen  Wood,  Grin- 
ded Wood,  David  Fllis,  Barlow  Carpenter,  Oliver  Car- 
penter, Thomas  Rawson,  JVathaniel  Torrey,  StepJien 
Johnson,  Seth  Davenport,  Samuel  Fairbanks,  jun.  Elijah 
Hayward,  George  Staples,  John  Craggin,  Seth  Taft, 
Artemas  Taft,  John  Torrey,  Benjamin  Stap)les,  Jacob 
Aldrich,'^ jun.  and  Joh)i  Hill;  together  with  their  estates 
which  they  now  have,  or  may  hereafter  have  and  possess 
in  their  own  right  in  the  said  first  parish  in  Mendon,  be, 
and  hereby  are  incorporated  into  a  society,  by  the  name 
of  The  First  Congregational  Society  in  Mendon. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  anv  person  or  persons  beino;  inhabitants  of  the  said  Quaiificaiion  of 

•      '  I  J^  .  persons  to  be 

first  parish   in  JSIendon,  who  shall  hereafter  subscribe  or  admitted. 
contribute  to  the  said  fund,  shall  have  lil)erty  to  join  him- 
self or  themselves  to  the  said  society  :  And  upon  any  per- 
son or  persons  subscribing  as  aforesaid  any  valuable  sum, 
and  giving  proper  and  satisfactory  security  for  the  same, 


624  1783.  — Chapter  48. 

to  the  Trustees  hereinafter  named,  or  to  their  successors 
in  trust ;  then  the  said  Trustees  or  their  successors  shall 
forthwith  transmit  a  certificate  to  tlie  Secretary  of  this 
Commonwealth,  signifying  the  desire  of  the  person  or 
persons  subscribing  as  aforesaid,  to  become  members  of 
the  said  socictN',  upon  which  such  jierson  or  persons  shall 
become  incorporated  with  the  said  society,  and  be  entitled 
to  all  the  privileges  that  the  aforenamed  petitioners  are 
Tioviso.  entitled  to  by  virtue  of  this  act.     Provided  nevertheless. 

That  the  said  petitioners,  and  all  persons  who  shall  here- 
after l)ecome  incorporated  with  the  said  society,  shall  be 
held  to  pay  all  arrears  of  taxes  legally  assessed  on  them 
by  the  said  parish  before  their  incorporation. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  hy  tlie  autJioriti/  aforesaid, 
inteicKtof  That  the  income  or  annual  interest  of  the  sum  already 
"ciiiTedfto  he  su1)scribed,  or  that  may  hereafter  l)e  subscribed  to  the 
portiu« a° *"^''  said  fund,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  shall 
raiuister.  |)q   appropriated   to  the   support  of  a  learned  Protestant 

Congregational  Minister,  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  church, 
and  for  the  benefit  of  the  aforenamed  petitioners,  their 
heirs  and  successors,  being  of  the  same  religious  persua- 
sion or  denomination,  and  inhabitants  within  the  said 
parish,  forever. 

And  he  it  fuvtlier  enacted  hy  tlie  authority  aforesaid, 
Trusteesim-       That  Peter  Pennirnan,  John  Taler,  and  Ilenfii  Pf^nninian, 

powered  to  ^ ,  ,  .  ^  ^  m  /•  >  i  •  i  •     -  i 

receive  sub-       thc  prcscut  couimittce  or  Irustees  ot  the  said  society,  and 

scnpuons,  .c  |.|^gjj.  gQcccssors  in  the  said  trust,  be,  and  hereby  are, 
invested  with  sufficient  power  to  receive  all  such  subscrip- 
tions, donations,  securities,  and  monies  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  said  society,  and  also  all  such  grants,  appropria- 
tions, and  donations,  either  real  or  personal,  that  have 
been  made,  or  that  shall  hereafter  be  made  for  the  pui  pose 

Proviso.  aforesaid.     Provided,  the  whole  sum  do  not  exceed  the 

sum  of  three  thousand  pounds  ;  and  the  said  Trustees  or 
their  successors  in  the  said  trust,  are  hereby  authorized 
and  directed  to  put  the  same  out  to  interest  on  good 
securities  at  lawful   interest,   for  the   purpose  afoi'esaid. 

Proviso.  Provided  nevertheless.  That  the  said  petitioners  l)e  allowed 

to  pay  in  present  money,  or  give  their  own  securities  on 
lawful  interest  to  the  said  Trustees  or  their  successors  in 
the  said  trust,  as  shall  be  most  convenient  ;  and  also  the 
said  petitioners  shall  be  allowed  either  to  pay  in  specie 
or  consolidated  securities  of  this  Commonwealth,  at  their 
option,  such  only  excepted  as  have  subscribed,  or  may 
hereafter  subscribe  specially  to  pa}'  in  specie. 
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A)id  be  it  fuvtJter  enacftd  hy  the  autJiority  afovemid. 
That  all  bonds,  mortgnires,  or  other  hiwful  securities, 
made  to  the  said  Peter  Pennlnian,  John  TyJer,  and  Henry 
Pennihuni,  and  their  successors  in  the  said  trust,  are 
hereby  declared  good  and  valid  ;  and  the  said  Trustees  and  Trustees  to  sue 
their  successors  may  sue  and  be  sued,  and  are  hereby 
fully  authorized,  by  themselves  or  by  their  agents  or 
attorneys,  to  appear,  plead  and  defend  in  any  action  or 
suit  brought  l)y  or  against  them  in  their  said  ca})acity,  and 
the  same  to  prosecute  to  final  judgment  and  execution,  in 
any  Court  within  this  Commonwealth  proper  to  try  and 
determine  the  same. 

And  he  if  fart/ter  enacted  h;/  the  auflioritij  aforesaid, 
That  the  annual  interest  arising  from  the  said  fund,  or  so  Annual  interest 
much  thereof  as  the  said  society  may  direct,  shall  be,  by  pLdti"he'°^' 
the  said  Trustees  and  successors,  paid  to  a  minister  of  the  J^fy-'^'ter 
Congregational  church,  resident  and  officiating  in  the  work 
of  the  ministry  in  the  said  society,  forever. 

And  irJicreas  the  said  town  o/'Mendon,  in  a  public  town 
meeting  on  the  tentlt  day  o/"  November,  1783,  did  by  vote 
give  their  fidl  consent  that  the  meeting  house  in  the  said 
Jirst parish  in  Mendon,  together  with  the  ground  properly 
apjjertaining  thereto,  might  be  granted  to  the  said  society 
and  chvrch  in  the  said piarisJi,  reserving  liberty  to  all  and 
every  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  parish,  to  meet  in  the 
said  meeting  Itouse  for  public  worship)  with  the  said  society ; 
and  also  reserving  liberty  to  the  said  inhabitants  of  the 
town,  to  meet  in  the  said  meeting  house  on  cdl  other  neces- 
sary occasions,  forever.  And  whereas  the  said  first  parish 
did  on  the  same  tenth  day  of  November,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  in  parish  meeting  assem- 
bled, vote  their  consent  in  favour  of  the  said  grant,  in  the 
same  manner  and  form  as  the  said  town  o/"  Mendon  had 
done:   Therefore, 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  Grant  to  the 

,  '.  ,  -       j.\  •  ^    n      J.  •!•  ir?  meetinghouse, 

the    meeting  house  in  the  said  first    parish    in    Jiendon,  couiirmeci  to 
together  with  the  ground  properly  ai)pertaining  thereto,  ^^*^ ^°'^'^'y- 
be,    and  is,  hereby   confirmed    to    the    said    church    and 
society    forever.       Provided    nevertheless.    That   all    and  Proviso. 
every  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  parish  shall  have  lib- 
erty to  meet  in  the  said  meeting  house  for  public  worship, 
with  the  said  society,  forever:  and  also  the  inhabitants  of 
the  said  town  of  Jiendon  shall  have  lii)erty  to  meet  in  the 
said  meeting  house,  on  all  other  necessary  occasions,  for- 
ever. 
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Ministry  money 
granted  to  the 
society. 


Surplus  money 
to  be  api)ro- 
priated  for 
liuiU1ini<  or 
repairini;  a 
meeting  tiouse. 


Or  supporting  a 
school. 


Trustees  to   call 
a  meeting  yearly 
to  choose 
Trustees,  &c. 


The  pociety 
vested  witli  the 
powers  of 
parishes,  in 
case. 


And  he  it  fartlier  enacted  hy  the  antlioritij  cfforemid, 
That  the  ministry  money  (so  called)  belonging'  to  the  said 
parish,  be,  and  hereby  is,  granted  to  the  said  society ;  and 
the  annual  interest  arising  therefrom  shall  be  applied 
toward  the  support  of  the  minister  as  aforesaid,  forever. 

And  he  it  fnrtltei'  enacted  hy  the  cmthority  aforemid, 
That  if  at  any  time  hereafter  it  shall  so  happen  that  there 
shall  l)e  no  settled  minister  in  the  said  church  and  society 
for  any  length  of  time,  and  by  that  means  or  otherwise, 
the  annual  income  of  the  said  fund,  grants,  appropriations, 
donations,  or  suI)scriptions  shall  amount  to  a  greater  sum 
than  shall  be  sufficient  to  defray  the  expence  of  supplying 
the  said  church  and  society  with  preaching,  in  such  case 
the  said  Trustees  and  their  successors  as  aforesaid,  be,  and 
hereby  are,  directed  and  impowered,  to  put  such  overplus 
monies  to  interest,  on  lawful  interest,  on  new  and  good 
securities,  for  the  purpose  of  Ijuildingor  repairing  a  meet- 
ing house  for  the  benefit  and  use  of  the  said  church  and 
society,  and  for  other  necessary  uses  as  aforesaid,  forever. 

And  he  it  farther  enacted  hy  the  authority  aforemid, 
That  if  there  shall  remain  any  sum  of  money  arising  by 
the  interest  of  the  said  fund,  over  and  above  what  shall 
be  sufficient  to  answer  the  purposes  aforesaid,  in  such 
case  the  said  Trustees  and  their  successors  in  the  said 
trust,  be,  and  hereby  are,  authorized  and  directed,  to 
appropriate  and  apply  the  said  surplus  for  the  sup[)ort  of 
a  school  for  the  ])enefit  of  the  said  society,  and  in  such 
manner  as  the  said  society  shall  direct. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  hy  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  said  Trustees  and  their  successors  in  the  said 
trust,  be,  and  hereby  are,  authorized  and  directed  to  call  a 
meeting  of  the  said  society,  yearly  and  every  year,  on  the 
third  Wednesday  of  March,  annually,  by  a  notification 
from  under  the  hands  of  the  said  Trustees,  or  their  suc- 
cessors, or  a  major  part  of  them,  to  choose  Trustees,  and 
transact  any  necessary  business  that  respects  the  policy 
of  the  said  society ;  the  articles  to  be  acted  upon  to  be 
inserted  in  the  said  notification,  and  posted  up  at  the 
meeting  house  of  the  said  society  in  the  said  parish,  at 
least  seven  days  before  the  said  meeting. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  hy  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  if  at  any  time  hereafter  it  shall  be  by  the  said  society 
found  necessary,  to  have  a  special  meeting  called  for  any 
purpose  whatever,  and  a  notification  therefor  cannot  be 
obtained  from  their  said  Trustees  or  successors,  in  manner 
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aforesaid,  in  that  case  the  said  society  hereby  are  invested 
with  the  same  powers  and  privileges,  that  precincts  or 
parishes  within  this  Comnionweahh  do  or  may  by  law 
enjoy. 

^Ind  be  it  ft(i-f//er  enapted  Juj  the  aulJiorilij  (tforesaid, 
That  the  said  Trustees  and  their  successors  shall  be  Tmstcostobe 
accountable  to  the  said  society,  and  may  by  them,  for  "'^'=°""'"'^''-'- 
any  misdemeanor  in  their  said  office  and  trust  aforesaid, 
be  removed  from  the  said  trust,  in  which  case,  and  also  in 
case  of  death  or  other  remov'al  of  any  one  or  more  of  the 
said  Trustees,  others  may  be  appointed  in  their  stead  at  a 
special  meeting  called  for  that  purpose. 

March  16,  17S4. 

1783.  — Chapter  49. 

[January  Session,  ch.  25.] 

AN  ACT  FOR  APPOINTING   SPECIAL  JUSTICES   OF   THE   COURTS  Q/iffp     ^9 
OF  COMMON   PLEAS.  ■^  " 

Whereas  bij  an  act  made  and  passed  in  the  year  of  our  Preamble. 
Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two,  inti- 
tled,  ^^An  act  establishing  Courts  of  Common  Pleas",  it 
is  jjrovided  and  enacted,  that  there  shall  be  held  and  kejyt 
within  each  county  of  this  Commomcealth,  at  the  times  and  ^ 

places  by  law  ap)pointed,  a  C"urt  of  Common  Pleas,  by 
four  subdan'ial,  discreet  and  learned  persons,  each  one  of 
whom  to  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  county  icherein  he  is 
appointed;  but  no  provision  is  made  for  the  appointment 
qt'  special  Justices  to  sit  in  and  hold  the  said  Court,  ivhen 
any  of  the  standing  Justices  thereof  shall  be  interested,  or 
necessarily  absent: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the   Senate  and  House  of 
Pepre'<e)itatires    in  General  Court   assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  there  shall  from  time  to  time  Govpmor,  with 
be  a  suitable  number  of  Special  Justices  of  the  Courts  of  ciuo^^pp^in""' 
Common    Pleas,   appointed   by  the    Governor,   with  the  spetiauu^i'tes. 
advice  and  consent  of  Council,  as  the  constitution  directs, 
each  one  of  whom  to  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  county  for 
which  he  may  l)e  appointed  ;  and  when  it  shall  so  happen  senior  special 
that  so  many,  not  exceedinir  two,  of  the  standing  Justices  wuVuvo" sJand- 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  shall  be  absent  at  the  time  i"gJ"««ce8. 
appointed  by  law  for  holding  the  said  Court,  or  at  any 
adjournment  of  the   same   in  any   county,  so   that  there 
cannot  be  a  quorum  of  the  standing  Justices  of  the  same 
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Court  to  proceed  to  business,  then  and  in  sucli  case  the 
senior  Special  Justice  of  the  said  county  present,  shall  sit 
in  the  room  of  one  of  those  al)sent,  with  the  two  of  the 

His  powers.  standing  Justiccs  present,  and  shall  have  all  the  powers 
and  authorities  in  such  case,  as  a  standing  Justice  hath 
by  the  laws  of  the  State. 

Writ  to  bear  _^,j^/  Jjq  ^f  fartliev  enocted.  Thit  when  all  the  standing; 

test  of  his  name,  -^  >  /^  t-wi  •    i   • 

when  all  the  Justiccs  of  the  Court  ot  Common  rleas  withm  any  county, 
ji'iTticeif shall  shall  bc  partics  in  a  cause  at  the  time  of  bringing  the  suit, 
be  parties.         ^j^^  ^^^.j^  ^j^.^jj  y^^^^,  ^^^^  ^£  ^j^^  name  of  the  senior  Special 

Justice  of  the  county ;  and  when  all  the  said  standing 
Justices  shall  l)e  interested  in  the  event  of  any  suit 
brought  in  the  Court  whereof  they  are  Justices,  and 
thereby  shall  be  rendered  unsuitable  to  sit  and  give  judg- 
Tiie  three  senior  Yuewt  iu  such  suit,  then  the  three  senior  Special  Justices 

Special  Justices  ,  ,1 

to  Bit  when  all  prescut,  who  sball  not  be  interested  in  the  event  of  each 
iuteiested.  suit,  shall  take  the  seat  of  Justice,  and  have  all  the  power 
and  authority  in  such  suit  as  the  standing  Justices  have  in 
any  other  case  ;  and  when  such  cause  shall  be  decided, 
the  standing  Justices  shall  reassume  their  seat,  and  pro- 
ceed to  the  other  business  of  the  county,  without  any  for- 
malities of  opening  the  Court  anew.  And  when  so  many 
of  the  standing  Justices  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
in  any  county,  shall  be  interested  in  the  event  of  any 
suit,  or  related  to  any  person  interested,  therein,  and 
thereby  shall  be  rendered  unsuitable  to  sit  and  give  judg- 
And  so  many  of  mcnt  iu  such  suit,  thcu  lu  such  cascs  so  many  of  the  senior 

-them  as  sh:iU         (  .    .     r         ■ 

make  a  quorum  Spccial  Justiccs  prcscut,  as  may  be  necessary  to  make  a 
part'of°the^  "^  quorum  of  the  said  Court,  shall  take  the  seat  of  Justice, 
jMticef  are  ^^'^^  With  him  or  them  who  are  not  interested  in  such  suit, 
or  related  to  any  person  interested  therein,  shall  proceed 
to  try  the  cause  whereon  such  suit  is  brought,  and  give 
judgment  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  are  authorized  to  do  in  other  suits. 

March  16,1784. 


are 
iuteresied. 
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[Januaiy  Session,  ch.  26.] 

AN    ACT   IN   ADDITION  TO   THE  ACT   PROVIDING  FOR  THE  PAY- 
MENT  OF   COSTS  IN   CRIMINAL    SUITS. 

Preamble.  WJiev' CIS  111  tlw  sciiil  cict,  110  j^^'ovislon  18  made  foY  the 

payment  of  costs,  ichen  the  party  or  parties  prosecuted, 
decease  before  the  time  of  trial,  or  shall  depart  in  contempt 


Chap,  m 
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of  the  Court,  before  trial  or  sentence,  notwithstanding  hy 
such  departure  the  jjirt//  charged  hath  incurred  or  may 
incur  a  forfeiture  of  his  recognizance : 
,  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by   the    Senate  and  House  of 
Uepresentatives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
author  if  y  <f  the  same,  That  when  any  i)erson  charged  on  when  any  per- 
a  criminal  prosecution  in  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  or  pmsecuuon 
in  any  Court  of  General   Sessions  of  the  Peace  in  any  depan'ra^"^ 
county    within   this    Commonwealth,    hath    deceased,    or  ^^'^^'^P^if^^'"^ 
shall  decease  before  the  time  of  trial  or  sentence;  or  has  proflccution  be 

1  1  1      11      1  •  I-      \  r^  1    dixconlinued, 

departed  or  shall  depart  in  contempt  ot  the  Court,  and  theuounmay 
thereby  avoid  trial  or  sentence  ;  or  the  Attorney  General  for  wunesses* 
or  other  person  prosecuting  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  •'^"^ '^^'"''■*- 
Commonwealth,    hath    discontinued,    or   shall    with    the 
advice  of  the  Court  discontinue  the  prosecution  ;  in  every 
such  case  the  Court  may  tax  costs  for  the  witnesses  and 
others  necessarily  concerned  in  such  prosecution,  as  the 
case  shall  appear  to  require,  not  exceeding  the  fees  that 
are  or  ma\'  by  law  be  stated,  to  l)e  paid  in  the  same  man- 
ner the  costs  mentioned  in  the  said  act  are  directed  to  be 
paid.  March  16,  1784. 

1783.  — Chapter  51. 

[January  Session,  ch.  27.] 

AN  ACT  VESTING  CERTAIN  POWERS  IN  JUSTICES  OF  THE  PEACE   Hlr/jj     5I 
IN  CRIMINAL  CASES.  ^  * 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bej^resenta' 
fives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same.  That  it  shall  be  within  the  power,  and  be  the  Putyof.Tnsices 
duty  of  every  Justice  of  the  Peace  within  his  county,  to  ° 
jiunish  by  such  fine  as  is  by  the  statute  law  of  the  Com- 
monwealth provided,  all  assaults  and  batteries  that  are 
not  of  a  high  and  aggravated  nature,  and  to  cause  to  be 
stayed  and  arrested  all  afiVaj'ers,  rioters,  disturbers  and 
l)reakers  of  the  peace,  and  to  bind  them  by  recognizance 
to  appear  at  the  next  Supreme  Judicial  Court  or  Court  of 
General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  to  be  held  within  or  for 
the  same  county,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Justice  ;  and 
also  to  re(juire  such  persons  to  find  sureties  for  their  keep- 
ing the  peace,  and  being  of  good  behaviour  until  the  sit- 
ting of  the  Court  they  are  to  appear  before,  and  to  commit 
such  persons  as  shall  refuse  so  to  recognize  and  find  such 
surety  or  sureties.     And  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  shall 
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exjiniine  into  all  homicides,  murders,  treasons  and  fel- 
onies, done  and  committed  in  their  counties,  and  commit 
to  prison  all  persons  guilty  or  suspected  to  l)e  guilty  of 
manslaughter,  murder,  treason  or  other  capital  ofl'ence. 
And  to  hold  to  bail  all  persons  guilty  or  suspected  to  be 
guilty  of  lesser  offences  which  are  not  cognizable  by  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  require  sureties  i\)r  the  good 
behaviour  of  dangerous  and  disorderly  persons  ;  and  shall 
take  cognizance  of,  or  examine  into  all  other  crimes,  mat- 
ters and  ofl'ences,  which  by  particular  laws  are  put  within 
their  jurisdiction. 

And  it  is  also  enacted  Ijy  the  autlioriti/  aforesaid^  That 
Justices  to  grant  Jn.sticcs  of  the  Pcacc  within  their  respective  counties,  be, 

suhpcpiins  for  i         •        i  i     • 

wimesses.  and  they  are,  hereby  authorized  and  nnpowered,  to  grant 
sidjpoenas  for  witnesses  in  all  criminal  causes  pending 
before  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  and  Court  of  General 
Sessions  of  the  Peace,  and  before  themselves  or  any  other 
Justice.  And  all  Sheriffs,  Constables  and  other  Officers, 
are  directed  and  impowered  to  serve  any  warrant  issuing 
from  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  ;  and  each  Justice  shall  have 
authority  to  command  the  assistance  of  every  Sheriff, 
Deputy  Sheriff,  Constable,  and  all  other  persons  present  at 
any  affray,  riot,  assault  or  battery,  and  may  fine  any  per- 
son refusing  such  assistance,  in  a  sum  not  exceeding  forty 
shillings,  to  be  disposed  of  for  the  use  of  the  town  where 
the  offence  shall  be  committed,  and  levied  by  warrant  of 
distress  on  the  oftender's  goods  and  chattels,  and  for  want 
thereof,  on  his  body. 

And  he  it  farther  enacted,  hy  the  authoritij  aforesaid. 

Persons  ag-        That  auv  person  aggrieved  at  the  sentence  given  against 

tirieved  allowed       .  */    i  ^  ~o  o  o 

an  appeal  from    him  by  any  Justice  of  the  Peace,  may  appeal  therefrom 
any  jm^e^o^   to  the  ucxt  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  to  be 
sessVons"^.' °^       held  withiu  the  same  county,  and  shall,  before  his  appeal 
is  granted,  recognize  to  the  Commonwealth  in  such  rea- 
sonable  sum,  not  less  than  five   pounds,   as  the  Justice 
shall  order,  with  sufficient  surety  or  sureties  for  his  prose- 
cuting his  appeal,  and  shall  be  held  to  produce  the  copy 
of  the  whole  process,  and  of  all  w^'itings  filed  before  the 
Persons  failing   Justicc  at  tlic  Court  appealed  to.     And  if  he  shall  not 
their  appeal,      there  prosccutc   his  appeal,  and   produce  the  copies    as 
ceededagai'nst.   aforcsaid,  the  Court  shall  order  his  default  to  be   noted 
upon  their  record,  and  shall  certify  the  same  recognizance 
with  the  record  of  the  default  in   the  performance  of  the 
condition  thereof,  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  to  the 
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intent  thiit  t\  .'^rii-efdcku  may  be  thereupon  issued  for  the 
recovery  ot"  the  penalty.  And  the  said  Court  of  General 
^Sessions  of  the  Peace,  may  order  the  same  case  to  be  hiid 
before  the  Grand  Jury,  or  may  issue  an  attachment  against 
the  body  of  such  appeUant,  and  cause  him  thereby  to  be 
brought  before  them,  and  when  he  is  so  in  Court,  shall 
aflirm  the  sentence  of  the  Justice  a<i:ainst  him  with  all  addi- 
tional  costs. 

.  bul  he  it  furtJio'  enacfpd,  That  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  juMices  of  the 
shall  account  annually  with  the  Treasurer  of  the  Common-  annuaiiy'for aii 
wealth,  the  Treasurer  of  their  respective  counties,  and  the  fines  received. 
town  Treasurer,  as  the  case  may  be,  for  all  fines  by  them 
received  or  imposed,  upon  pain  of  forfeiting  the   sum  of 
ten  pounds,  to  be  sued  for  and  recovered  by  the  Treasurer 
of  the  Commonwealth,  the  county  or  town  Treasurer  for 
the  time  being,  to  which  the  said  fines   may  respectively 
belong.  "  March  16,  1784. 

1783.  — Chapter  53. 

[January  Session,  eh.  28.] 

AN  ACT  TO  PREVENT  COPARCENERS,  JOINT  TENANTS,  AND  TEN-  Q/i(;fp^    52 
ANTS  IN  COMMON,  FROM  COMMITTING  WASTE,  AND  FOR  MAK-  ^  ' 

ING  PARTITION  OF  THEIR  INTEREST,  AND    FOR   ABOLISHING 
THE  PRINCIPLE  OF  SURVIVORSHIP  IN  JOINT  TENANCY. 

Be  if  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
the  same.  That  if  any  person  beino;  a  Tenant  in  Common  Tenants  in  com- 

..  ,        ,  iiiji  1,  rnou  not  to  com- 

or  any  lands,  shall  cut  down,  destroy,  or  carry  away  any  mit  strip  or 
trees,  wood  or  underwood  whatsoever,  standing  or  laying  ^'^^^ste  on  forfeit- 
on  such  lands,  or  make  any  other  strip  or  waste  thereon, 
without  first, giving  notice  in  writing  under  his  or  their 
hands,  unto  all  the  persons  interested  therein,  or  to  their 
agents,  factors  or  attorneys,  forty  days  beforehand,  setting 
forth,  that  he  or  they  have  occasion  for,  and  shall  enter 
upon  and  improve  such  lot  or  lots  of  land  lying  in  com- 
mon as  aforesaid,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  forty 
shillings  for  every  tree  measuring  one  foot  diameter  at  the 
distance  of  two  feet  from  the  ground  ;  and  for  all  trees  of 
greater  dimensions,  three  times  the  value  thereof,  besides 
forty  shillings  as  aforesaid  ;  and  twenty  shillings  for  every 
tree  or  pole  under  the  dimensions  of  one  foot  diameter ; 
and  for  other  wood  or  underwood,  treble  the  value  thereof; 
and  treble  damage  for  other  strip  or  waste  ;  the  said  for- 
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Forfeitures, 
how  to  be 
recovereil. 


Coparceners, 
Joint  Tenants, 
;!cc.  may  be 
compelled  to  a 
division  by 
writ  of  parti- 
tion. 


No  person 
interested, to  cut 
trees.  Sec.  after 
the  service  of 
such  writ,  on 
penalty. 


Heirs  may  bring 
real  actions 
jointly  or 
severally. 


feiture  to  be  recovered  ])y  any  one  or  more  of  the  persons 
interested,  who  shall  prosecute  and  sue  for  the  same  in  an 
action  of  trespass  in  his  or  their  own  names,  as  well  on 
the  behalf  of  the  other  Tenants  in  Common,  as  of  him  or 
themselves,  (who  are  hereby  authorized  and  impowered  so 
to  do)  one  moiety  of  the  aforesaid  penalty  to  be  for  the 
use  of  such  person  or  persons  who  shall  sue  for  the  same, 
and  the  other  moiety  to. and  for  the  use  of  the  rest  of  the 
Tenants  in  Common  aforesaid. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  all  persons  having  or  holding,  or  that  hereafter  shall 
have  or  hold  any  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments,  as 
Coparceners,  Joint  Tenants,  or  Tenants  in  Common,  may  be 
compelled  by  writ  of  partition  at  the  common  law  to  divide 
the  same  ;  and  when  any  writ  shall  be  brought  and  served 
at  the  suit  of  any  one  or  more  persons  interested  in  any 
lot  or  lots  of  land,  tenements  or  hereditaments,  held  in 
common  or  undivided,  or  a  petition  shall  be  pending  in 
the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  for  a  division  and  partition  of 
the  same  ;  no  person  or  persons  whatsoever  having  a  right 
to,  or  interest  in,  any  such  lands,  tenements  or  heredita- 
ments, or  holding  any  part  or  share  of  the  same  in  com- 
mon as  aforesaid,  (whilst  such  suit  or  petition  is  depend- 
ing) shall  or  may  cut  down,  destroy,  or  carr}'  away  any 
trees,  timber,  wood  or  underwood  whatsoever,  standing, 
growing,  or  lying  on  such  lands,  or  shall  otherwise  hurt 
or  damnify  any  such  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments, 
until  partition  can  be  made  of  the  same  according  to  law, 
on  pain  that  every  person  or  persons  so  oiiending,  shall 
incur  the  like  forfeitures  and  penalties  as  are  before  in  this 
act  mentioned,  to  be  recovered  in  like  manner  as  before 
named,  and  for  such  uses  as  are  before  mentioned  and 
declared. 

And  to  prevent  any  doubts  hereafter,  respecting  the 
manner  heirs  are  to  prosecute  in  the  courts  of  law,  for 
possession  of  inheritances  descended  to  them  from  a  com- 
mon ancestor  : 

I^e  it  further  enacted.  That  in  actions  of  waste,  eject- 
ment or  other  real  actions,  where  possession  of  the  inher- 
itance alleged  to  have  descended,  is  the  object  of  the  suit, 
they  may  all  or  any  two  or  more  of  them  join,  or  each 
one  may  prosecute  for  his  particular  share,  any  law,  usage, 
or  custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  v:hereas  the  jjrinciple  of  survivorsliip  established  by 
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Uie  rules  of  the  common  law,  in  cases  where  lands  or  other 
real  eMafe  are,  or  may  be  held  in  Joint  Tenancy,  has  been 
found  by  experience  to  loork  great  injustice  in  various 
instances:  And  whereas  the  reasons  upon  which  the  said 
principle  2vas  or ir/ i nail y  founded ,  have  long  ceased  to  exist: 

It  is  therefore  further  enacted,  Thtit  the  said  principle  principles  of 
of  survivorship  shall  no  longer  be  in  force   in  this  Com-  fn'caJ°/of''' 
nionwealth,  and  all  devises  of  lands,  or  other  real  estate  fboiuileT"'^ 
that  may  hereafter  ])e  mnde,  in  manner  prescribed  by  law  in  devises. 
by  any  Joint  Tenant,  shall  have  all  the  force  and  effect  of 
devises  duly  and  legally  made  and  executed  by  any  Tenant 
or  Tenants  who  may   hold   lands  or  other  real  estate  in 
severalty. 

^ind  it  is  further  enacted,  That  where  no  disposition  in  descents, 
shall  be  made  of  any  real  estate  heldin  Joint  Tenancy  in 
the  life  time  of  the  Tenant,  the  same  shall  descend  to  his 
or  their  legal  representative  or  representatives,  in  the  same 
manner  as  real  estates  held  in  severalty  do  or  may  by  law 
descend.  March  16]  1784. 

1783.  — Chapter  53. 

[Januarj-  Session,  cla.  29.] 
AN  ACT  TO  PREVENT  FRAUDS  ON  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  BANK.   (JJ^cin^    53 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same.  That  if  any  president,  director,  officer,  or  ser-  omcersofthe 
v.-mt  of  the  Massachusetts  Bank,  shall  Secrete,  Embezzle,  or  |ifg"''af,y  money, 
Convert  to  his  own  use,  any  Note,  Bill,  Obligation,  Security,  pun^'^^eut. 
jNIoney,  orEflects,  belonging  to  the  said  bank,  or  deposited 
there  by  any  other  person,  every  person  so  offending  and 
being  thereof  convicted  before  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  shall  be  set  upon  the  gallows  with  a  rope  about  his 
neck,  or  be  set  in  and  upon  the  pillory,  for  the  space  of 
two  hours,  shall  forfeit  all  his  personal  estate  and  the 
issues  and  profits  of  his  real  estate  during  life,  to  the  use 
of  the  Commonwealth,  (after  deducting  such  sum  as  shall 
indemnify  the  Bank  for  the  loss  they  may  have  sustained 
by  means  of  the  said  fraud)  and  shall  ever  after  be  ren- 
dered infamous  and  incapal)le  of  sustaining  an}'-  office 
either  civil  or  military. 

A)id  be  it  enacted  bu  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  Persons  who 
any  person  shall  Forge,  Counterfeit,  or  Alter  any  Bill,  feuanybank- 
Note,  or  Obligation,  made,  siirned,  or  ixiven  for  or  in  the  punishment. 
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name  of  the  president,  directors,  cashier,  or  other  person  in 
behalf  of  the  said  Bank,  or  shall  Forge,  Counterfeit,  or 
Alter  any  indorsement  on  such  Bill,  Note,  or  Obligation, 
or  shall  Forge,  Alter,  or  Counterfeit  any  Order  or  Check 
drawn  by  any  person  on  the  said  president,  directors,  or 
cashier;  every  person  so  offending,  and  being  thereof 
convicted  before  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  shall  sutler 
the  pains,  penalties,  forfeitures,  and  disabilities  as  afore- 
said, and  shall  be  subjected  to  hard  labor  within  this 
Commonwealth,  during  the  term  of  seven  years  ;  to  be  dis- 
posed of  by  the  directors  of  the  said  Bank,  in  such  man- 
ner and  under  such  confinement  as  they  shall  direct,  for 
the  use  and  benefit  of  the  ssiid  Bank. 
Persons  who  j^^^j,  Jje  it  eucicfed  hri  the  authoritii  aforemkl,  That  if 

shall  knowiuely  i      ii  i  •  re 

pass  couDterfeit  any  pcrsou  shall  utter,  pass,  tender  m  payment,  or  otier 
their  puu'isii"-''''  to  pass  any  Forged,  Altered,  or  Counterfeited  Bill,  Note, 
™^"''  or  Obligation,  made,  signed,  or  given  in  the  name  of  the 

said  president,  directors,  cashier  or  other  person,  in  behalf 
of  the  said  Bank,  or  any  order  or  check  drawn  by  any  per- 
son on  the  said  president,  directors,  or  cashier,  knowing 
such  Bill,  Note,  Obligation,  or  Check  to  be  so  forged, 
altered,  or  counterfeited  ;  every  person  so  ofiending,  and 
being  convicted  as  aforesaid,  shall  sufl:er  the  pains,  penal- 
ties, forfeitures,  and  disabilities  as  afore  said,  and  shall  be 
subjected  to  hard  labor  in  manner  and  for  the  purpose  as 
aforesaid. 
PersoDswho  ^y^^l  Jjq  {f  enacted  Ini  the  authoritii  aforesaid,  That  if 

shall  counterfeit  i      ii  tt  i  i  /-^  c   •  V 

instruments  to    auv  pcrsou  shall  Porgc,  Alter,  or  Counterfeit  any  Letter  ol 

convey  sharis  of     »  A  /^     i  ^^  i  '        t       <  i     ,       .  r 

bank  stock;  Attorney,  Order  or  other  Instrument,  to  transter  or  convey 
meit.^""'*^  finy  share  or  shares  of  stock  in  the  said  Bank,  or  to  receive 
the  same  or  any  dividend  or  part  thereof,  or  shall  know- 
ingly and  fraudulently  demand  to  have  such  share  or 
shares,  dividend,  or  any  parts  thereof,  transferred,  con- 
veyed, or  received  by  virtue  of  such  Forged,  Altered,  or 
Counterfeited  Letter  of  Attorney,  Order  or  other  Instru- 
ment, or  !<hall  falsely  and  deceitfully  personate  any  true 
and  lawful  proi)rietor  or  proprietors  of  any  share  or  shares 
of  stock  or  dividend,  or  money,  or  other  property  depos- 
ited in  the  said  Bank  ;  thereby  transferring  or  endeavour- 
ing to  transfer  the  said  stock,  dividend,  money,  or  other 
property,  or  receiving  or  endeavouring  to  receive  the  said 
stock,  dividend,  inoney,  or  other  property,  in  every  such 
case  the  person  so  otfending  and  being  thereof  convicted, 
as  aforesaid,  shall  suiFer  the  pains,  penalties,  forfeitures, 
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and   disabilities  as  aforesaid,  and  shall   be   subjected  to 
hard  labor  in  manner  and  for  the  purpose  as  aforesaid. 

March  16,  1784. 


1T83.  — Chapter  54. 

[January  Session,  ch.  30.] 

AN  ACT  IN  ADDITION  TO  AN  ACT,  INTITLED,  "  AN  ACT  FOR  THE 
ADMEASUREMENT  OF  BOARDS,  AND  REGULATING  THE  TALE 
OF  SHINGLES,  CLAPBOARDS,  HOOPS  AND  STAVES,  AND  FOR 
OTHER  PURPOSES  THEREIN  MENTIONED." 


Chap.  54 


Wliereaif  it  is  the  wisdom  of  every  commercial  country  preamble. 
to  prevent  an  abuse  in  the  manufacture  of  those  articles 
intended  for  exportation,  in  such  a  7nanner  as  that  they 
may  preserve  their  credit  with  foreigners,  and  thereby 
render  their  exports  as  permanent  and  beneficial  as  ])ossi- 
ble:  xind  whereas  the  above  mentioned  act  does  not  suffi- 
ciently provide  for  carrying  the  good  intentions  thereof 
info  effect: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  cf  Representatives 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
same.  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January  next,  Any  port  or 
wherever  the  restriction  upon  the  shipping  of  any  kind  of  Thl's'^comnTon-"^ 
Lumber  is  mentioned  in  any  of  the  clauses  of  the  before  con'Jidered'aB  a 
recited  act,  to  or  for  any  foreign  market,  or  beyond  sea  ;  ig'to^the'^eluic- 
the  same  shall  be  considered  and  understood  to  extend  to  tio.nson 

.   1   .  1   .        /^  I    1  1    shipping  of 

any  port  or  place  not  within  this  Commonwealth,  and  lumber. 
that,  previous  to  any  Naval  Officer's  clearing  out  any  vessel 
with  Luml)Gr  to  any  port  or  place  not  within  this  Common- 
wealth, the  like  certificate  of  such  Staves,  Hoops,  Clap- 
boards and  Shingles,  having  been  culled  or  surveyed  shall 
be  productd,  and  the  same  oath  administered,  as  is  required 
to  be  produced  and  administered  by  the  aforesaid  act  for 
the  exportation  of  lumber  to  a  foreign  market. 

And  be  if  further  enacted  by  the   authority   aforesaid. 
That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January  next,    (in.  Additional 
addition  to  the  penalty  of  twelve  shillings  per  thousand,  esporung"^ 
as  mentioned  in  the  said  act  for  the  shipping  of  Lumber  berg^H'i-"°sur- 
otherwise  than  is  therein  prescribed,  to   be   leckoned    by  ^eyed. 
feet  or  tale  according  as  the  articles  are  usually   sold) 
whenever  it  shall  appear  that  any  of  the  kinds  of  Lumber 
mentioned  in  the  said  act  have  been  exported  in  any  vessels 
whatever  out  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  any  port  or  place 
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not  within  the  same,  unless  the  said  Lumber  has  been  first 
culled  or  surveyed  agreeable  to  the  said  act ;  the  master 
or  owner  of  such  vessel  shall,  for  the  first  offence,  forfeit 
and  pay  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds,  and  for  the  second 
offence  the  vessel  so  carrying  the  said  Lumber  as  aforesaid, 
being  afterwards  found  in  any  part  of  this  Commonwealth, 
shall  be  forfeited,  to  be  recovered  and  applied  in  like 
manner  as  is  provided  by  the  said  act,  for  recovering  and 
applying  the  penalty  of  twelve  shillings  per  thousand  as 
aforesaid. 

And  ivhereas  some  persona  from  consulting  their  private 

convenience,  in  preference  to  tJie  commercial  benefit  of  the 

public,  may  endeavour  to  evade  the  good  intentions  of  the 

before  recited  act,  by  clearing  out  or  exporting  the  kinds 

of  Lumber  mentioned  therein,  loitliout  the  same  being  culled 

or  surveyed  agreeable  to  the  said  act,  by  calling  it  by  some 

other  name  than  what  it  is  usually  Jcnoirn  by : 

Naval  Officer  J^q  {t  therefore  enacted  by  the  autJiority  aforesaid,  That 

vessel  loaded      froiu  aud  after  the  first  day  of  January  next,  no  Naval 

raention«irua    Officcr,  iu  any  case  whatever,  shall  presume  to  clear  any 

u°n™r'p1etenoe    vcsscl  for  any  })ort  or   place    not    within    this  Common- 

of  its  being        Avcalth,  that  may  have  any  Luml)er  of  the  kind  on  board. 

Chips,  &c.  .  .  y  .         "^         .  ,  ,  . 

mentioned  m  the  before  recited  act,  under  the  specious 
pretence  of  its  being  Chips,  AVood,  or  Refuse  Lumber,  or 
by  whatever  name  it  may  be  called,  otherwise  than  what 
it  is  usually  known  by;  and  if  it  can  be  made  to  appear 
that  any  Naval  Officer  shall  knowingly  clear  an}'  vessel 
with  Lumber  on  board,  of  the  kind  as  mentioned  in  the 
aforesaid  act,  to  or  for  any  port  or  ])lace  not  within  this 
Nor^-ithouta     Commonwealth,  without  a  certificate  being  produced  pre- 

certilicate  of  its        .  j       i  •         i  •  j  i  •  i  i         c  j  i  •  i    t  i        5 

being  surveyed,  vious  to  his  clearing  the  Said  vessel,  of  the  said  Lumbers 
being  culled  or  surveyed  agreeable  to  the  said  act,  or  shall 
clear  the  same  under  any  other  name  whatever  ;  the  said 

On  penalty.  Naval  Officer  for  such  neglect  of  duty,  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
for  every  such  offence,  one  hundred  pounds,  to  be  dis- 
posed of,  one  half  to  the  poor  of  the  town  where  such 
offence  is  committed,  and  the  other  half  to  the  Surveyor, 
or  any  other  person  who  shall  sue  for  the  same  ;  which 
they  are  hereby  enabled  to  do  by  action,  bill,  plaint,  or 
information,  in  any  Court  proper  to  try  the  same.  And 
on  information's  being  given  to  the  said  Naval  Officer,  by 
any  two  or  more  credible  witnesses  (upon  oath  if  thereto 
required)  of  such  vessel's  having  such  Lumber  on  l)oard, 
l^revious  to  his  clearing  the  same;    such  information   so 
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irivcn  to  the  said  Naval  Officer,  shall  be  deemed  his  having 
sufficient  knowledge  of  the  same. 

^ind  be  it  fiirtlier  enacted,  That  when  any  Naval  Officer  Pcn.ny  fma^ 
shall  connive  at  any  breach  of  this  or  the  before  recited  comiiviu^'atany 
act,  or  when  information  is  properly  given  to  him,  with  case!'''''^^^^ 
sufficient  evidence  of  any  viohition  thereof,  and  he  neg- 
lects to  inquire  into  and  prosecute  the  same  as  his  duty 
requires,  upon   proof   being    exhibited    of  such   neglect, 
before  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  for  the 
county  where  the  said  officer  may  reside  ;  shall,  if  con- 
victed of  the  said  neglect  before  the  said  Court,  be  ad- 
judged b^'the  said  Court  as  incapacitated  from  any  further 
exercise  of  his  office.     And  in  case  of  the  removal  of  such 
officer  for  such  neglect,  the  Naval  Officer  of  the  port  nighest 
the  place  from  whence  the  said  officer  may  be  removed, 
shall  do  and  exercise  all  the  duties  of  the  said  office  until 
another  may  be  appointed  in  his  stead. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  Allowance  for 
a  proper  allowance  shall   be   made   for  the    drymg   and  ingofpine 

.  .  ./       o  Boards  &c. 

shrinking  of  Pine  Boards,  and  that  such  as  shall  be  seven- 
eighths  of  an  inch  thick  after  being  fully  seasoned,  or  in 
the  same  proportion  as  to  thickness,  being  partly  seasoned, 
and  that  any  Shingles  being  four  inches  in  width  on  an 
average  shall  be  accounted  merchantable,  and  may  be  sold 
here  as  such,  or  shipped  or  exported  to  any  market. 
Pr<jvided,  That  such  Boards  and  Shingles  shall,  in  all  other  Proviso. 
respects,  be  conformable  to  the  said  act ;  and  all  Naval 
Officers,  Surveyors,  and  other  ])ersons  concerned,  are 
directed  and  required  to  govern  themselves  accordingly  ; 
any  thing  in  this  or  the  act  aforesaid  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  the  operation  of  the  act  operation  of  an 

•  1  1  '1  111  i'      1  ,    act  suspended. 

aforesaid,'  and  every  article  and  clause  thereot,  be  and 
hereby  is  suspended  until  the  tirst  day  oi  January,  Avhich 
will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-live.  March  16,  1784. 

1783.  — Chapter  55. 

[January  Session,  ch.  31.] 

AN   ACT   FOR  THE   RESTRAINING    THE    TAKING    OF    EXCESSIVE   (Jluip.    55 

USURY.  ^  ' 

Be  it  enacted  bfj  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bejiresenta- 
tives  ill   General   Court  assembled,  and  by  the   authority 


638 


1783.  —  Chapter  55. 


Six  per  cent, 
interest  per 
annum  for  loan 
of  money. 


Penalty  for  con- 
tracting for 
more. 


Proof  to  be 
made  Ivy  Uie 
debtor's  Oath. 


of  the  same,  That  no  person  or  persons  upon  any  contract 
hereafter  made,  shall  take  directly  or  indirectly  for  loan 
of  any  Monies,  Wares,  Merchandize,  or  other  Commodities 
whatsoever,  above  the  value  of  six  pounds,  for  the  for- 
bearance of  one  hundred  pounds  for  a  year,  and  so  after 
that  rate  for  a  greater  or  lesser  sum,  or  for  a  longer  or 
shorter  time  ;  and  that  all  Bonds,  Contracts,  Mortgages, 
and  Assurances  whatsoever,  made  for  the  payment  of  any 
principal  or  money  lent,  or  covenanted  to  l)e  lent,  upon 
or  for  Usury,  whereupon  or  whereby  there  shall  be  re- 
served or  taken  above  the  rate  of  six  pounds  in  the  hun- 
dred as  aforesaid,  shall  be  utterly  void  ;  and  that  all  and 
every  person  and  persons  who  shall  upon  any  contract 
take,  accept,  and  receive  by  way  and  means  of  any  cor- 
rupt bargain,  loan,  or  exchange,  or  by  covin  or  deceitful 
conveyance,  or  by  any  other  w^ays  or  means  whatso- 
ever, for  the  forbearing  or  giving  day  of  payment  for 
one  whole  year,  of  and  for  their  money,  or  other  thing 
or  things,  aI)ove  the  sum  of  six  pounds,  for  the  forliearing 
of  one  hundred  |)ounds  for  a  year,  and  so  after  that  rate 
for  a  greater  or  lesser  sum,  or  for  a  longer  or  shorter 
time  ;  shall  foi  feit  and  lose  for  every  such  otience  the  full 
vahie  of  the  Goods  and  .\b)nies,  or  other  things  so  lent, 
exchanged,  I)argained,  sold  or  agreed  for,  to  be  recovered 
by  indictment,  or  action  of  the  case  ;  one  moiety  thereof 
to  the  use  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  the  other  moiety 
to  him  or  them  who  pi'osecutes,  complains,  or  sues  for  the 
same,  any  custom,  usage,  or  law  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. • 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when  and  so  often  as 
any  person  or  persons  are  or  shall  be  sued  on  any  Bond, 
Contract,  Mortgage,  or  Assurance  whatsoever,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  any  Monies,  Wares,  Merchandize,  or  other  Com- 
modities whatsoever,  whereby  or  wherein  any  sum  is  given, 
secured,  or  taken  for  the  forbearing,  or  giving  day  of  pay- 
ment for  a  longer  or  shorter  time  ;  then  and  in  such  case, 
(the  creditor  l)eing  alive)  if  the  debtor  or  debtors  shall 
come  into  Court  where  the  said  cause  is  to  be  tried,  and 
shall  otier  to  make  oath,  and  if  required  by  the  Court, 
shall  actually  swear  to  the  same,  that  there  is  taken,  re- 
served, or  secured  by  such  Bond,  Contract,  or  Assurance, 
al)ove  the  rate  of  six  pounds  in  the  hundred,  for  the  for- 
bearance of  the  proi)erty  actually  lent  or  sold,  whether  it 
be  in  money  or  other  things,  for  one  year,  and  so  afler 
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that  rate  for  a  greater  or  lesser  sum,  or  for  a  longer  or  a 

shorter  time  ;  or  that  the  creditor  or  creditors  have  received 

more  than  at  the  rate  of  six  pounds  in  the  hundred,  for  the 

loan  or  forbearance  of  the  monies  or  other  things  actually 

lent  or  sold  ;  such  Bond,  Contract,  Mortgage,  or  Assurance 

shall  he  utterly  void,  and  the  debtor  fully  and  absolutely 

discharged  from  the  [)ayment  of  any  Monies,  Goods,  or 

other  things  lent,  exchanged,  l)argaiiied,  sold,  or  agreed 

for  as  aforesaid,  unless  the  creditor  or  creditors  will  swear  uniessthe 

that  he,  she,  or  they  have  not  directly  or  indirectly,  wit-  diLha^grhira- 

ingly  taken  or  received  more  than  after  the  rate  of  six  ^eif  upou  oath. 

pounds  in  the  hundred,  for  forbearance  or  giving  day  of 

payment ;  and  that  by  such  Bond,  Contract,  Mortgage,  or 

As~urance,  there  is  not  reserved,  secured,  or  taken,  more 

than  after  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  for  forbearance  or  giving 

(hiy  of  ))ayment  for  the  Goods,  Monies,  or  other  things 

actually  lent  or  sold,  any  law,  usage,  or  custom  to  the 

contrary  notwithstanding. 

Provided,  Nothing  in  this  act  shall  extend  to  the  letting  proviso. 
of  cattle,  or  other  usages  of  the  like  nature  in  practice 
amongst  farmers,  or  maritime  contracts  among  merchants, 
as  Bottomry,  Insurance,  or  course  of  Exchange,  as  hath 
been  heretofore  accustomed.  March  16,  1784. 


Chap.  50 
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[January  Session,  ch.  32.] 

AX  ACT  FOR  REPEALING  CERTAIN  PARTS  OF  ONE  ACT  REGU- 
LATING PILOTAGE,  AND  FOR  REPEALING  AN  ACT  FOR 
ALTERING   AND    AMENDING   THE    SAME. 

Whereas  one  act  made  and  passed  the  eleventh  day  of  Preamble. 
July  last,  intitled,  "  An  act  for  regulating  Pilotage",  has 
not  been  found  productive  of  the  good  effects  thereby 
intended,  so  far  as  the  same  respects  the  .establishing  and 
regnlatinr/  of  Pilots  and  Pilot  Boats  for  the  coast  q/Martha's 
Vineyard  : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives ill   General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  autliority 
of  the  same.  That  the  said  act,  so  far  as  the  same  respects  partofanact 
the  ai)pointing  and  regulating  of  Pilots  and  Pilot  Boats  for  PiUa'Le''an"fa. 
the  coast  aforesaid,  together  with  one  other  act  made  and  "'iditioniact 
passed   the  twenty-fourth    day   of   October   last,   for   the 
amendment  of  the  same,  be,  and  hereby  is  repealed  and 
made  null  and  void.  March  16,  1784. 
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[January  Session,  ch.  33.] 

p7  r-T  AN    ACT    DIRECTING   THE   ISSUING,    EXTENDING    AND  SERVING 

K^nap.    Oi  OF  EXECUTIONS. 

Be  it  euacfed  hi/  the  Senate  and  Hoiise  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assendjled ,  and  hy  the  autJtority  of 
Party  obtaining  fj^Q  same.  That  the  party  obtainino;  Judo|;ment  in  a  civil 
intiiwtohis  action,  in  any  Court  of  Judicature  within  this  Common- 
tvvtmty.'fcnir"  Wealth,  shall  be  intitled  to  have  iiis  Execution  thereon  at 
''°""'  any  time  after  the  expiration  of  twenty-four  hours  after 

judgment  rendered,  and  within    one    year  next  after  the 
Proviso.  entering  up  of  such  ^wdgmeni,  pr or id^d,  that  there  is  no 

Executions  appeal  granted  or  bond  given  for  review.  And  Execution 
^^heu return-  jssuing  fVom  thc  Commou  Pleas,  shall  be  made  returnable 
to  the  next  Court  of  Common  Pleas  to  be  held  within  the 
county,  excepting  where  there  are  l)ut  two  or  three  Courts 
in  a  year,  in  which  case  they  shall  be  made  returnable 
within  three  months,  unless  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
shall  sit  within  that  time,  and  in  that  case  it  shall  be  made 
returnable  to  the  next  Court  and  those  issuing  from  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court  shall,  in  such  counties  as  have 
two  Supreme  Judicial  Courts  estal)lished  to  l)e  holden 
annually  in  them,  be  made  returnable  to  the  next  Court ; 
and  in  those  counties  where  the  said  Court  "is  held  but 
once  a  year,  the  Executions  therefrom  shall  be  made 
returnable  at  the  end  of  six  months,  unless  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  shall  sit  in  the  said  county  within  that  time, 
and  in  that  case  it  shall  be  returnable  to  the  same  ;  and 
those  issuing  from  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  shall  be  made 
returnable  within  sixty  days  from  the  day  of  issuing  them. 
If  returned  not  audwhcu  such  ExccutioHs  shall  be  returned  without  any 
If^flLt""'"  satisfaction  made  or  satisfi.d  only  in  part,  the  Clerk  of 
the  Court  from  whence,  or  Justice  from  whom,  such  Exe- 
cution issued,  shall,  upon  application  of  the  creditor, 
make  out  an  alias  or  phiries  Execution  for  the  whole 
or  the  remainder,  as  the  case  may  be,  till  the  judgment 
ifnottaiien  shall  be  fully  satisfied  :  But  if  the  party  shall  neglect  for 
year!\%^ruof  the  spacc  of  onc  year  next  after  obtaining  Judgment,  to 
besued'out.^*'  take  out  his  Execution,  or  shall  not  within  one  year  next 
after  his  Execution  shall  be  returned  not  satisfied,  takeout 
his  alias  or  pluries,  he  shall  sue  out  his  writ  of  scire  facias, 
and  shall  cause  the  adverse  party  to  be  served  with  the 
same  personally,  or  by  leaving  an  attested  copy  thereof  at 
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his  lust  and  usual  place  of  abode,  fourteen  days  before  the 
sitting  of  the  Court,  notifyino;  him  to  shew  cause,  if  any 
he  hath,  why  Execution  ought  not  to  l)e  done  ;  and  upon 
his  nonappearance  or  not  shewing  sufficient  cause,  the 
Court  shall  award  Execution  for  what  remaineth,  with 
additional  costs. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  hy  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  when  any  person  shall  obtain  Judgment  in  any  Court  Real  estate  of 

.•/l  1,/.  ®/.  1  clebtora  liable  to 

withni  this  Commonwealth,  for  any  sum  ot  money  or  other  be  taken  by 
specie,  and  the  person  or  persons  against  whom  the  Judg- 
ment is,  does  not  satisfy  such  Judgment  by  money  or 
other  specie,  and  the  creditor  can  find  no  personal  estate 
to  his  acceptance  wherewith  to  satisfy  his  Execution,  and 
shall  think  proper  to  levy  his  Execution  upon  the  debtor's 
real  estate  ;  then  the  officer  to  whom  the  Execution  is 
directed  and  delivered,  shall  cause  three  disinterested  and 
discreet  men,  being  freeholders  in  the  county,  one  to  l)e 
chosen  l)y  the  creditor  or  creditors,  one  by  the  debtor  or 
delators,  whose  land  is  to  he  taken,  if  they  see  cause,  and 
a  third  by  the  officer;  and  in  case  the  debtor  or  debtors 
shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  choose  as  aforesaid,  the  officer 
shall  appoint  one  for  such  debtor  or  debtors,  to  be  sworn 
before  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  the  same  county, 
faithfully  and  impartially  to  appraise  such  real  estate  as 
shall  be  shewn  to  them  who  shall  appraise  the  same, 
to  satisfy  the  same  execution  with  all  fees,  and  shall  set 
out  such  estate  by  metes  and  bounds,  and  the  officer  shall 
deliver  possession  and  seizin  thereof  to  the  creditor  or 
creditors,  his  or  their  attorney.  And  when  the  real  estate 
of  the  del)tor  or  debtors  shall  be  held  in  joint  tenancy,  in 
coparcenary  or  tenancy  in  common  with  the  real  estate  of 
other  persons,  then  the  said  officer  may  extend  Execution 
on  sucii  del)tor  or  debtors'  real  estate  held  as  aforesaid,  or 
part  thereof,  describing  the  same  with  as  much  precision 
as  the  nature  and  situation  thereof  will  admit  of,  and  give 
the  creditor  or  creditors,  his  or  their  attorney,  seizin  or 
possession  of  such  debtor  or  del)tors'  real  estate  held  as 
aforesaid,  or  part  thereof,  to  hold  in  common  with  the 
said  other  persons  ;  which  Execution  being  returned  with 
the  doings  thereon  into  the  Clerk's  Office,  and  before  such 
return  into  the  Clerk's  Office  or  afterwards,  and  within 
three  months,  the  same  shall  be  recorded  in  the  Registry 
of  Deeds  in  the  county  where  the  land  lays  ;  shall  make  as 
good  title  to  such  creditor  or  creditors,  his  or  their  heirs 
and  assigns  as  the  debtor  had  therein. 
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Equity  of  And  it  is  further  enacted,  That  when  any  tenement  or 

aMon-ed  within    lancls  in  part  or  in  whole  shall  be  taken  in  Execution  for 
one  year.  debt,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  person,  his 

heirs  or  assigns,  executors,  or  administrators  whose  estate 
is  so  taken  in  Execution,  within  the  space  of  one  year  next 
followino:  the  extendino-  Execution  thereon  and  not  after- 
wards  ;  to  tender  the  creditor  or  the  tenant  in  possession 
under  his  title  by  the  Execution,  the  full  of  the  debt  for 
which  the  same  tenement  was  taken,  with  interest  from 
the  time  of  the  extending  the  Execution  and  the  reasona- 
ble and  necessary  charges  and  disbursements  laid  out  and 
expended  thereon  in  repairing  or  bettering  the  same,  over 
and  above  what  the  rents,  profits  and  improvements 
thereof,  shall  fall  short  of  reimbursing  :  such  charges  and 
interest  to  lie  accounted  for  by  the  party  for  whom  the 
same  was  taken,  or  the  tenant  in  possession  under  his 
title  ;  which  disbursements,  expences,  rents,  profits,  and 
improvements  may  be  settled  by  any  three  Justices  of  the 
Peace  in  the  county  where  the  land  lays,  at  the  charge 
and  expence  of  the  debtor  ;  one  to  be  chosen  by  the  debtor, 
and  the  other  l)y  the  creditor,  if  he  shall  see  cause  to  choose 
one,  otherwise  they  may  be  both  chosen  by  the  debtor, 
and  the  third  by  the  two  Justices  so  chosen  by  the  par- 
ties, or  one  of  them  as  above  directed,  and  which  third 
shall  be  chosen  before  the  other  two  proceed  to  a  consid- 
eration of  the  business  ;  and  if  the  creditor  or  the  tenant 
in  possession  as  aforesaid,  upon  having  a  tender  made 
of  the  sum  certified  under  the  hands  of  the  said  Jus- 
tices chosen  as  aforesaid,  or  either  two  of  them,  to  be  due 
to  him  upon  the  Execution,  shall  refuse  to  execute  a  good 
and  lawful  deed  of  release  to  the  debtor  or  his  heirs,  (in 
case  of  his  decease)  of  the  land  or  tenement  so  taken  in 
his  Execution,  the  debtor  or  his  heirs,  executors,  or 
administrators  who  shall  make  such  tender,  may  bring 
his  action  of  ejectment  against  the  creditor,  or  the  tenant 
in  possession  under  his  title  ;  and  upon  lodging  in  Court  the 
money  tendered,  shall  recover  the  title  and  possession  of 
the  land,  as  fully  as  the  debtor  held  the  same  before  the  ex- 
tending the  Execution  upon  it,  together  with  his  cost  of  suit. 
Provided  nevertheless.  That  if  the  creditor  or  the  tenant 
in  possession  under  him  as  aforesaid,  shall  before  the 
bringing  the  action,  have  offered  the  debtor  or  his  heirs, 
executors  or  administrators,  to  make  and  execute  such 
deed  of  release,  and  shall  plead  the  same  with  disclaimer 
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to  the  premises  ;  then  and  in  such  case,  upon  the  phiintiff 's 
producing  in  Court  the  money  so  tendered,  judgment  shall 
be  given  for  the  plaintiff  to  recover  possession  of  the  lands 
so  taken  in  Execution,  and  the  defendant  shall  recover  his 
cost.       And    when    it    so    happens    that   the    real    estate  when  real 
extended   upon,  cannot  be   divided  and  set  out  by  metes  rc'dukfe'dr 
and  bounds  as   before  prescribed,  or  by  the  description  bee^x?ended"'° 
before  mentioned  ;  then  Execution  shall  be  extended  upon  "pon  the  rents. 
the  rents  of  such  real'estate,  and  the  officer  shall  give  seizin 
thereof  to  the  creditor  or  creditors,  his  or  their  attorney  ; 
an(|  also  in  case  of  extending  Execution  on  rents  as  afore- 
said, shall  cause  the  person  in  possession  and  improvement, 
to  attorn  and  become  tenant  to  such  creditor  or  creditors, 
and  to  pay  the  rent  to  him  or  them  accordingly  ;  and  upon 
refusal  thereof,  to  turn  the  person  so  refusing  out  of  pos- 
session, and  give  seizin  and  possession  of  the  same  to  the 
creditor,  to  hold  and  enjoy  the  same  until  it  shall  be  re- 
dcLMued,  as  by  this  act  is  provided.    Provided  cdivaya,  That  Proviso. 
in  such  case  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  debtor  or 
debtors,  his  or  their  executors,  administrators  or  assigns, 
at  any  time  before  the  debt  with  interest  is  fully  satistied, 
to  tender  and  pay  to  the  creditor  or  the  tenant  in  posses- 
sion under  him,  the  full  remainder  of  his  debt,  interest  and 
charges,  to  be  liquidated  by  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  in 
manner  before  provided  in  this  act,  and  to  recover  the 
possession  of  the  same  as  before  provided. 

And  it  is  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That   all  rights  in   equity  of  redeeming  lands,  mortgaged  ^j,^^^, °f„„ ,a^,,,g 
reversions,  or  the  remainders,  shall  be  liable  to  be  taken  iiabietobe 

.       '  J  1        -r<  taken  by  Atla'h- 

by  Capias  or  Attachment  upon  mesne  process,  and  by  Ji.xe-  m.ntandExecu. 
cution  upon  Judgment  recovered  for  the  payment  of  the  ^'°°" 
just  debts  of  the  mortgagor  or  owner  ;  and  any  person  at 
whose  suit  such  right  in  equity  of  redeeming  such  mort- 
gaged lands  is  taken  in  execution,  shall  have  the  same 
and  as  full  and  ample  right  and  power  of  redeeming  such 
lands  as  the  mortgagor  himself  had  or  ought  to  have,  and 
may  procure  and  receive  a  discharge  of  mortgages,  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  original  mortgagor  might  have  done, 
saving  always  to  widows  their  dower  in  all  lands  taken 
from  their  husbands  by  Execution. 

And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  when  any  goods  or  chat-  g°°,^^ttlon!ro  be 
tels  shall   be  taken  to  satisfy  an  Execution  issuing  upon  a  soid  at  public 

1  iiiitri       vendue. 

Judgment  obtained,  such  goods  or  chattels  shall  be  sateiy 
kept   by  the  officer,  at  the  expence  of  the  debtor,  for  the 
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space  of  four  claj'S  next  after  they  are  so  taken  ;  and  if 
within  that  time  the  owner  shall  not  redeem  the  same,  by 
otherwise  satisfying  the  Execution,  such  goods  and  chat- 
tels shall  1)6  sold  at  public  vendue  to  the  highest  bidder; 
having  first  been  advertized  by  the  posting  up  notifications 
of  the  time  and  place  of  sale,  forty-eight  hours  before  the 
expiration  of  the  four  days,  in  the  town  or  place  where 
the  sale  is  to  I)e  ;  and  the  money  arising  upon  such  sale 
shall  I)e  applied  to  the  paying  charges  and  the  satisfying 
the  Execution,  and  the  otBccr  shall  return  the  overplus  (if 
any  theie  be)  to  the  debtor.  And  the  oflScer  who  is 
])ossessed  of  the  Kxecution,  shall  make  return  of  the  same 
with  his  doings  therein,  particularly  describing  the  goods 
taken  and  sold,  and  the  sum  for  which  each  article  was 
struck  off;  and  if  any  oflScer  shall  be  guilty  of  any  fraud 
in  the  sale  or  in  the  return,  he  shall  be  liable  to  the  debtor 
to  pay  him  five  times  the  sum  defrauded,  to  be  recovered 
by  action  of  the  case.  March  17,  1784. 
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,  January  Session,  ch.  31.] 

Chan    58  -"^^^  act  Prescribing  the  method  of  satisfying  judgments 
^  *  in  favour  of  this  commonwealth. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Itej)resenta- 
tives    in  General  Court  assemhied,  and  hy  the  authority  of 
wanantof        the  sttme,  That   upon  all  Judgments    already    recovered, 
issuerupon  all    which  remain  unsatisfied,  or  that  may  hereafter  be  recov- 
fe^/ovTredin       crcd,  in  the  name  or  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  this  Com- 
coinnwD wealth  Hionwealth,  for  any  sum  or  sums  of  money,  in  any  of  the 
Courts  of  Law  within  this  Commonwealth  a  Warrant  of  Dis- 
tress reciting   such  Judgments    respectively,    shall    issue 
thereon,  which  shall  be  directed  to  such  officer  or  officers 
as  Writs  of  Execution  are  by  law  to  be  directed  to,  who 
shall  be   thereby  directed  to  levy  the    monies  mentioned 
and  expressed  in  such  Warrant  of  Distress  on  the  money, 
goods,  or  estate   of  such  debtor  or  debtors,  and  for  want 
thereof  on  his  or  their  body  or  bodies,  and  to  commit  him 
or  them    unto   the    common    goal    in    the    county    where 
apprehended  ;  and  in  all  such  cases  the  said  sum  or  sums 
of  money  mentioned  and  expressed  in  such  Warrant  of  Dis- 
tress, (where  the  same  can  be  done)  shall  be  satisfied  out 
of  the  monies  or  personal  estate  of  the  debtor  or  debtors. 


1783.  —  Chapter  1^8.  645 

AidJ  Jie  i(  fnyfher  enacted.  That  before  sale  bo  made   of  ^T°"°«'°^® 

•  f        wr  r    T>w'  given  of  the 

any  ])oi-son:u  estate  bv  virtue  or  a  U  arrant  or  Distress  to  miie  of  goods 

1         •  1  r  -1  I-  I      II    I  •  i.'    ii       i-  taken  by  Wiir- 

oe  issued  as  atoresaid,  notice  sliall  be  given  ot  the  time  liim  of  Distress. 
and  place  of  sale,  by  posting  up  notilications  thereof,  by 
the  otiicer  executing  such  Warrant,  in  two  or  more  public 
places  in  the  town  or  plantation  where  the  Warrant  is  exe- 
cuted, (within  which  the  sale  shall  be)  four  days  at  the 
least  before  tlie  time  of  sale. 

^Ind  be   it  farthev  enacted  by  the  author  it]/  aforesaid, 
That  when   it  shall  be  necessary  to  dispose  of  real  estate  Roaie^ate^ 
to  satisfy  such  Warrant  of  Distress,  in  whole  or  in  part;  rant of'nistress 
the  ofGcer  executing  the  same  is  hereby  fully  arrthorized,  hig'hest'bidde'r'!" 
iinpowored  and  directed,  to  make,  execute,  acknowledge, 
and  deliver  to  the  highest  bidder,  good  and  sufficient  deed 
or  deeds  of  any  real  estate  sold  at  puljlic  vendue,  in  man- 
ner as  hereafter  expressed. 

Provided  aJicays,  and  it  is  enacted  by  the  authority  Proviso. 
aforesaid,  Tliat  the  officer  executing  such  Warrant  of  Dis- 
ti'ess,  when  real  estate  shall  be  taken  as  afoi-esaid,  shall 
give  public  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  sale,  by  post- 
ing up  notifications  thereof  in  two  or  moi'e  public  places  in 
the  town  or  plantations  where  the  real  estate  lies,  thirty 
days  l)efore  the  time  of  sale,  and  also  in  two  or  more 
public  [)laces  in  two  adjoining  towns.  And  where  it  shall 
so  happen,  that  the  sum  for  the  satisfaction  of  which  a 
Wan-ant  of  Distress  shall  be  levied  on  any  real  estate  as 
aforesaid,  shall  amount  to  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds, 
the  officer  executing  the  same,  shall,  in  addition  to  the 
notifications  aforesaid,  cause  an  advertisement  of  the  time 
and  place  of  such  sale,  to  be  published  in  some  public 
news  paper  printed  in  the  county  where  such  real  estate 
lies,  three  weeks  successively  before  the  day  of  sale,  if 
any  such  news  paper  shall  be  there  printed,  but  if  not,  then 
said  officer  shall  cause  advertisement  in  manner  aforesaid, 
to  be  published  in  a  news  paper  printed  in  the  Conmion- 
wealth  nearest  the  county  where  such  land  lies.  And  in 
case  the  estate  notified  for  sale  as  aforesaid,  shall  not 
be  disposed  of  at  the  time  and  place  appointed,  the 
officer  shall  adjourn  the  vendue,  not  exceeding  three 
days,  and  so  from  time  to  time  until  the  sale  shall  be 
com  plea  ted. 

^bid  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  deeds  made  and  executed  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  ns  peeds  executed 
elfectual  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  to  convey  the  debtor's  Ihis  acu'to'be'' 

effucuinl. 
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Attorney  Gen- 
eral vested  with 
all  the  powers 
of  the  creditors 
in  such  cases. 


title  in  such  real  estate  to  the  vender,  his  heirs,  executors, 
or  administrators,  as  it"  the  same  had  been  made  or  exe- 
cuted by  such  debtor  or  debtors. 

Provided  alwat/s,  and  be  it  enacted  h>/  the  nuthoritij 
aforemid,  That  every  such  debtor  shall  have  liberty  to 
i-edeem  such  real  estate,  within  the  term  of  one  year 
from  the  time  of  executing  deed  or  deeds  thereof  in 
manner  aforesaid,  by  paying  the  sum  at  which  the  same 
may  be  sold,  together  with  the  interest  thereof,  to  the 
person  who  purchased  the  same,  or  to  his  heirs  or 
assigns. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  hi/  tlie  autlioritij  aforesaid, 
That  all  Warrants  of  Distress  to  be  issued  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  under  the  seal  of  the  Court  from  whence  they 
issue,  be  signed  by  the  Clerk,  and  bear  test  the  chief  or 
first  Justice  thereof,  and  be  made  returnable  in  the  same 
time  and  manner  other  judicial  writs  are,  or  by  law  may 
be.  And  whenever  any  such  Warrant  of  Distress  shall 
be  returned  satistied  in  part  onl}^  an  alias  or  7;?w?7'e.s' 
A^"arrant  of  Distress  for  the  sum  remaining  due  shall 
issue  ;  and  the  Clerks  of  the  respective  Courts  shall  be 
intitled  to  take  and  receive  the  same  fees  for  the  said 
Warrants  of  Distress,  as  for  Writs  of  Execution,  and  no 
more. 

Provided  ahvaijs,  and  he  it  further  enacted  hy  the  author- 
it  ij  (foresaid,  That  in  all  cases  where  Judgment  as  afore- 
said shall  be  recovered  against  any  person  or  persons,  as 
debtor  or  debtors  to  any  person  or  persons  where  estate 
or  estates  have  been  or  may  be  confiscated,  become  for- 
feit, or  be  otherwise  transferred  to  the  use  of  the  Common- 
wealth, Executions  shall  be  levied  in  the  same  manner  as 
is  or  may  be  by  law  provided  in  case  of  Judgment,  recov- 
ered by  one  individual  against  another  in  their  private 
capacities  respectively,  any  thing  herein  contained  to  the 
contrai-y  notwithstanding. 

And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Attorney  General 
of  the  said  Commonwealth  for  the  time  being,  or  any 
person  who  may  be  by  him  appointed  for  the  purpose,  or 
any  agent  who  may  be  specially  appointed  by  the  General 
Court,  shall  respectively  be  vested  with  all  the  powers  in 
extending  and  levying  Executions  on  the  persons  or  estates 
of  any  such  debtor  or  debtors,  as  the  creditor  or  creditors 
would  have  had,  provided  no  such  coniiscation,  forfeiture, 
or  transfer  had  taken  place.  March  17,  1784. 
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1783. -Chapter  59.  Chap.  59 

[Jnuuary  Session,  ch.  35.] 

AN  ACT  TO  AUTHORIZE  THE  COURTS  OF  LAW  TO  ENTER  UP 
JUDGMENT  AGAINST  THE  GOODS  AND  ESTATE  OF  DECEASED 
PERSONS,  WHEN  THE  EXECUTOR  OR  ADMINISTRATOR  NEG- 
LECTS  OR   REFUSES  TO   PROSECUTE   OR  DEFEND. 

WJiPveaa   the  Com'tx  of  common  lau\  wJien  the  plaintif  Preamble. 
or  defendant,  appellant  or  appellee,  die  before  judytnent, 
are  not  authorized  to  render  judriment  against  the  estate  of 
the  deceased,  unless   the   executor   or   administrator   does 
roluntaril//  appear  and  become  a  parti/  to  the  suit: 

J>e  it  therefore  enacted  bi/  the  /Senate  and  House  of 
Iiepresentafices  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
authoritu  of  the  same.  That  in  all  actions  now  pendino:,  or  where  parties 

,  11  /•  T  •  1         c^  T      1  •    •    1    to  actious  (lie, 

that  may  l)e  herearter  penani<2:  in  the  oiipreme  Judicial  and  the  admin- 

/  -y  J  •  f-y  L       c  t^        ^  1^1  •       i.\  •      r^  istraior  refuses 

(.ouit,  or  in  any  Court  oi  Common  rleas  in  this  Common-  to  prosecute,  &c. 
wealth,    by  api)eal,    continuance    or    otherwise,    and    the  raairupaMu" 
plaintiti' or  defendant,  appellant  or  appellee,  complainant  ^^i-*^  "'jpe^r"" 
or  respondent   shall  die  before  final  judgment,  and  the  auce. 
Executor  or  Administrator  of  the  deceased  party,  after 
taking  upon  himself  the  said  trust,  shall  neglect  or  refuse 
to  become  a  party  to  the  suit ;  the  Court  before  whom  such 
cause  shall  be  pending,  in  case  the  cause  of  action  does 
by  law  survive,  may  enter  up  Judgment  against  the  goods 
and  estate  of  the  deceased  party,  in  the  same  way  and 
manner  Judgment  might  have  been,  in  case  the  executor 
or    administrator  had  voluntarily   after  such  death  made 
himself  a  part}'  to  the  suit.     Provided  alwat/s,  That  such  P'O'*''*^- 
Executor  or  Administrator  be  duly  served  with  a  notifica- 
tion from  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  where  such  suit  is  pend- 
ing, fourteen  days  beforehand. 

^ind  be  nt  further  enacted  b>/  the  autJiority  aforesaid. 
That  when  any  goods  or  estate  are  attached  upon  any  writ  uot'''t'J''[,e'd"8^^'' 
or  process  which  shall  be  pendina^  as  aforesaid,  the  same  chartjed  by  the 

.  (leulh  of  ibe 

shall  not  be  released  or  discharged,  by  reason  of  the  death  party. 
of  either  party,  but  be  held  good  to  respond  the  judgment 
to  be  given  on  such  suit  or  process,  in  the  same  manner 
as  by  law  they  would  have  been  if  such  deceased  person 
had  been  living  ;  any  law,  usage  or  custom,  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding.  l*rf,vided  ohi-ai/>i,  That  where  any  Proviso. 
estate  attached  as  aforesaid,  shall  I)y  the  Executor  or  Exec- 
utors, or  Administrator  or  Administrators  of  the  same,  be 
represented  as  insolvent,  and  a  commission  of  insolvency 
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shall  thereupon  issue  ;  in  all  such  cases  attachments  maele 
as  aforesaid  shall  have  no  force  or  efficacy  after  the  death 
of  the  original  defendant  or  defendants  in  the  action. 
Executftrs,  &c.        ^^^j  fj^^f  furfher  enacted,  That  all  Executors  and  Admin- 

imitled  t  I  a  .  „  ^  1      11  •  ^         r^  i- 

contiDtiancc.  istrators  of  any  estate,  shall,  upon  motion  to  the  Court 
where  any  suit  is  or  may  be  depending  against  them  in 
their  said  capacity,  be  intitled  to  continuance  of  the  same 
until  the  next  term  of  the  said  Court.      March  17,  1784. 

1783.  —  Chapter  60. 

[January  Session,  ch.  37.*] 

Chan    60  -"^^  ^^^  ^^^  "^^^^  more  safe  keeping  the  registry  of 
^  "  deeds  and  conveyances  of  land  and  for  appointing 

the  time  and  manner  of  choosing  registers. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Hom^e  of  Rf'prenenta- 
tives  in   Genercd   Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
a  Register  to  be  the  Same,  That  there  shall  be  chosen  in  each  county  within 
countyi'°Ma?ch,  thls  Commonwealth,  by  the  written  votes  of  such  persons 
^'^^'  as  are  by  the  constitution  qualitied  to  vote  for  representa- 

tives in  the  several  towns,  at  their  respective  annual  town 
meetings  in  the  month  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-six,  some  discreet,  suitable  person,  having 
a  freehold  within  the  same  county,  of  the  annual  income 
often  pounds  at  the  least;  the  votes  to,  be  counted  and 
sorted  in  the  town  meeting  by  such  persons  as  shall  be 
chosen  to  count  and  sort  the  votes  for  that  meeting ;  the 
names  of  the  persons  voted  for,  and  the  number  of  votes 
each  person  had,  shall  be  recorded  by  the  Town  Clerk,  in 
the  town  book,  and  an  attested  copy  of  such  record  shall 
be  transmitted  under  seal  to  the  next  Court  of  General 
Sessions  of  the  Peace,  to  be  held  within  and  for  the 
county,  on  the  first  day  of  the  Court's  sitting  there,  to  be 
opened  and  compared  with  the  like  returns  from  the  sev- 
To  be  sworn  &  eral  towus  iu  sucli  couutv.  And  the  person  havinix  the 
majority  of  the  said  votes,  and  accepting  of  the  said 
office,  after  being  sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  the 
trust  before  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  or  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  Court  of  Sessions,  or  two  Justices  of  the 
Peace  within  the  county  quorum  unus;  and  giving  bond 
to  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace 
in  the  said  county,  with  two  sureties  in  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  pounds,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  trust, 

*  No  chapter  36  in  Session  paniphlet. 


to  give  bond. 
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shall  be  and  continue  in  the  said  office  five  years,  and 
until  some  other  person  shall  be  chosen  and  qualified  in 
like  manner  in  his  stead,  unless  sooner  removed  or  dis- 
])l:icod  l)y  order  of  the  Court  of  General  Sess>ions  of  the 
Peace  in  such  county,  for  misconduct  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duty  ;  and  the  person  so  chosen  and  qualified  as  afore- 
said, shall  reside  and  keep  his  office  daily  open  in  the 
shire  town  of  the  county,  and  therein  keep  the  books, 
records,  files,  and  papers  to  the  said  office  belonging. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  T\\\xt  upon  the  death,  resig- Modeofchoos. 
nation,  or  removal  of  any  Register  of  Deeds,  two  or  more  vicanc".*''" 
Ju'^tices  of  the  Peace  quorum  uuu-'^,  living  in  or  near  the 
shire  town  of  the  same  county,  shall  issue  their  warrants 
directed  to  the  Selectmen  of  the  several  towns  within  such 
county,  ordering  them  forthwith  to  convene  the  inhal)i- 
tants  of  their  respective  towns,  qualified  as  the  constitu- 
tion provides,  to  vote  for  representatives,  and  proceed  to 
the  choice  of  some  meet  person  qualified  as  aforesaid  to 
fill  up  the  vacancy  ;  and  the  said  Justices  shall  make  their 
warrants  returnable  to  themselves  at  a  certain  day,  as 
soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  ordering  the  Selectmen  to 
seal  up  and  transmit  a  transcript  of  the  record  of  the  num- 
ber of  votes  and  person  or  persons  voted  for  in  their 
respective  towns  as  before  directed,  together  with  the 
warrants  ;  and  the  above  said  Justices  shall  at  the  same 
time  give  out  their  notifications  to  the  other  Justices  of 
such  county  of  their  proceedings  therein,  notifying  them 
to  meet  upon  the  day  appointed  for  the  return  of  the  said 
warrants,  at  some  certain  place  in  the  shire  tow^n  ;  and 
the  major  part  of  the  Justices  of  such  county,  who  shall 
meet  at  the  time  and  place  assigned  as  aforesaid,  shall 
open  and  compare  the  returns  made  as  before  directed, 
and  the  person  having  the  majority  of  votes  after  being 
sworn  and  giving  bonds  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  the  Regis- 
ter of  Deeds  for  such  county,  until  the  time  appointed  by 
this  act  for  the  election  of  Registers  of  Deeds  throughout 
the  Connnon wealth,  unless  sooner  removed  by  the  Court 
of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  of  the  same  county,  for 
misconduct  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty. 

Aiid  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That   upon    any  second    or    subsequent    removal    of  any  Same  mode  of 
Register  of  Deeds,  for  either  of  the  causes  aforesaid,  or  in  adoptwUn^caBe 
case  any  vacancy  shall  happen  in  the  office  of  Register  of  ^Ifore  Murch, 
Deeds,  in  any  county  within  this  Commonwealth,  before  i'**^- 
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Clerk  of  the 
Common  Pleag 
to  act  as  Register 
in  the  time  of  a 
vacancy. 


Registers  to  be 
chosen  every 
five  years  suc- 
cessively. 


the  month  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-six,  the  same  mode  of  procedure  as  is  hereinbefore 
provided  in  case  of  the  death,  resignation,  or  removal  of 
any  Register  of  Deeds,  shall  be  constantly  observed  in 
order  for  a  new  choice,  from  time  to  time,  until  some  dis- 
creet and  meet  person,  qualitied  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
chosen  to  the  said  office  by  the  majority  of  the  votes 
returned,  in  which  case  the  person  so  chosen,  after  being 
sworn  and  obliged  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  Register  of  Deeds 
for  such  county,  until  some  other  shall  be  chosen. 

And  he  it  furtlier  enacted,  That  upon  a  vacancy  in  the 
office  of  Register  of  Deeds  in  any  county,  the  Clerk  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  such  county  being  tirst 
sworn  before  two  Justices  of  the  Peace,  quorum  unus,  for 
the  faithful  discharge  of  the  trust,  shall  take  into  his  cus- 
tody the  several  books  wherein  the  deeds  and  conveyances 
of  land  are  recorded,  together  with  the  deeds  and  other 
papers  to  the  said  office  belonging.  And  the  said  Clerk 
shall  receive  all  deeds  and  other  papers  brought  to  be 
recorded  during  such  vacancy,  and  he  shall  note  thereon 
the  time  of  their  being  received,  and  the  record  shall  bear 
date  accordingly,  for  which  he  shall  be  allowed  six  pence 
for  each  deed  or  paper,  and  no  more  ;  and  such  Clerk 
is  also  impowered,  during  such  vacancy,  to  make  out 
attested  copies  of  any  such  deeds  and  other  papers  and 
records  to  him  committed  as  aforesaid,  which  copies  shall 
be  valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  though  the  same 
had  been  made  out  by  any  Register  chosen,  qualitied, 
sworn  and  obliged  as  aforesaid,  for  which  copies  the  said 
Clerk  shall  be  allowed  the  same  fees  as  are  or  may  be 
provided  for  Registers  in  similar  cases.  And  upon  the 
appointment  of  a  Register  as  aforesaid,  he  shall  deliver 
up  the  said  books,  deeds  and  papers,  into  his  hands. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  hy  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  qualitied  voters  as  aforesaid  in  each  respective 
town  within  this  Commonwealth,  at  their  annual  meeting 
in  March,  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety-one,  and  every 
live  years  from  thence  successively  following,  forever,  at 
their  several  town  meetings  in  March;  shall  be,  and 
hereb}^  are,  impowered  and  required,  to  proceed  to  choose 
a  Register  of  Deeds  for  each  county  respectively  within 
this  Commonwealth,  qualified  as  in  this  act  is  directed  ; 
the  manner  and  determination  of  the  choice,  initiation  into 
office,  and  the  duties  and  obligations  he  shall  be  under 
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while  in  office,  to  l)e  the  same  as  in  this  act  is  before 
expressed. 

And  be  it  furtlier  enacted,  That  if  upon  comparing  the  if  no  person  has 
votes  that  may  be  collected  in  March,  one  thousand  seven  u™vo°e«fth!j"' 
hundred  and  eighty-six,  or  in  the  month  of  March  at  any  ^ion"to^ctu' 
period  tive  years  afterwards,  no  person  shall  l)e  chosen  by  another  meet- 
a  majority  of  ihe  whole  votes  returned  ;  the  Court  of  Ses- 
sions shall  issue  their  warrants  to  the  Selectmen  of  the 
several  towns,  to  call  a  meeting  of  their  respective  towns 
to  vote  a  second  time  for  the  choice  of  a  Kegister,  and 
make  their  warrants  returnal)le  at  the  then  next  Court  of 
General   Sessions   of  the   Peace  to  be  held  in   the  same 
county,  and  so  toties  qnoties,  until  some  one  person  shall 
be  elected  by  the  majority  voting.     And  to  the  end  there 
may  not  be  too  great  a  risque  of  fire  by  keeping  more 
pulilic  records,  papers,  and  files  in  one  house  or  under  one 
roof  than  is  necessary  : 

Be  itfiirth>^r  enacted,  That  no  Clerk  of  any  Court  of  ^,'o'nVioa?o"" 
Common  Pleas,  or  of  the   Supreme  Judicial  Court,  shall  supreraeJudi- 

'  I  '  ciai  (  ourt  not  to 

at  the  same  time  be  the  Register  of  Deeds  tor  any  county,  be  a  Register. 

March  17,  17  84. 

1783.  —  Chapter  61. 

[January  Session,  ch.  38.] 

AN  ACT  FOR  THE  APPOINTING  AND  IMPOWERING  COMMISSION-  (JJian,    61 
ERS,  ON  THE  PART  OF  THIS  COMMONWEALTH,  IN  CONJUNC-  ^  * 

TION  WITH  SUCH  AS  ARE  OR  MAY  BE  APPOINTED  BY  THE 
STATE  OF  NEW  YORK,  TO  ASCERTAIN  THE  BOUNDARY  LINE 
BETWEEN  THE  COMMONWEALTH  AND  STATE  AFORESAID, 
EASTWARD   OF   HUDSON'S   RIVER. 

WJiereas^  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  Preamble. 
seventij-two,  a  Boundary  line  on  tlie  eastern  extremity  of 
the  late  Province,  noio  State  of  New  York,  and  extending 
from  the  southern  to  the  northern  Boundary  of  the  late  Prov- 
ince, now  Coinmonv:ealth  of  Massachusetts,  was  mutually 
agreed  upon  by  Commissioners  appointed  and  authorized 
for  the  said  purpose,  by  the  legislatures  of  the  said  Prov- 
inces respectively :  Jind  whereas  it  appears  that  the  said 
line  has  never  been  ascertained  pursuant  to  the  said  agree- 
ment: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  Josepli  Hawley,  Caleb  Strong,  com^mi^se^oners 
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Timolliij  Edwards,,  and  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Esquires,  be, 
and  they  hereby  are  appointed  Commissioners  on  the  part 
of  this  Commonwealth,  for  the  ascertaining  the  line  afore- 
said ;  and  the  said  Commissioners,  or  any  three  of  them, 
are  hereby  authorized  and  impowered  to  meet  such  Com- 
missioners as  are  or  may  be  appointed,  and  vested  with 
similar  powers  for  the  above  purpose  by  the  legislature  of 
New  York,  and  in  conjunction  with  them  to  ascertain, 
run,  and  mark  the  said  lk)undary  line;  which  line,  when 
so  ascertained,  shall  forever  afterwards  be  held  and  con- 
sidered to  be  the  true  and  just  Boundary  line  of  Jurisdic- 
tion between  that  part  of  this  Commonwealth  and  the 
State  aforesaid. 

Their  powers.  ^;v(i  ^7  is  farther  enacted.  That  the  Commissioners  afore- 
said on  the  part  of  this  Commonwealth,  or  any  three  of 
them,  are  authorized  and  impowered  to  employ  a  sur- 
veyor or  surveyors,  and  a  sufficient  number  of  chain- 
bearers,  to  ascertain  the  said  line  as  aforesaid  ;  and  in 
conjunction  with  such  Commissioners  as  are  or  may  be 
appointed  by  the  legislature  of  New  York  as  aforesaid,  to 
agree  upon  and  confirm  the  titles  of  individuals  to  such 
lands  as  they  may  now  respectively  hold,  in  virtue  of  any 
grant  or  grants  made  by  either  of  the  said  governments, 
upon  such  terms  and  in  such  manner  as  tbey  may  judge 
reasonable. 

To  be  commis-        ^^^^  /^  ^^  further  enacted,  That  the  Commissioners  afore- 

sioned  by  the  .  ^  ,         . 

Governor.  said  ou  the   part  of  this  Conmionwealth,   shall,  prior  to 

their  proceeding  on  the  business  herein  assigned  them, 
receive  a  commission  from  the  Governor  with  the  seal  of 
the  Commonwealth  thereto  affixed,  agreeable  to  the  powers 
with  which  they  are  vested  in  and  by  this  act. 

March  18,  1784. 

1783.  — Chapter  62. 

[January  Session,  ch.  39.] 

Chat)  6'^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  PREVENTING  IN  PART  THE  OPERATION  OF  AN  ACT 
-^  '  *^  MADE  IN  THE  YEAR  OF  OUR  LORD,  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN 
HUNDRED  AND  SEVENTY,  INTITLED,  "AN  ACT  FOR  THE  RE- 
PEALING THE  SEVERAL  L.\WS  NOW  IN  FORCE,  WHICH  RELATE 
TO  THE  LIMITATION  OF  PERSONAL  ACTIONS,  AND  FOR  THE 
LIMITATION  OF  PERSONAL  ACTIONS  FOR  THE  FUTURE,  AND 
AVOIDING  SUITS  AT  LAW." 

Preamble.  Wliereas   in  the iiresent  state  of  our  j)idjlic  affairs,  the 

limitation  of  suits  and  actions  according  to  the  j)^'oi'ision 
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made  in  and  hy  the  said  ad,  ivoidd prohabl y  he  the  means 
of  mud i  injustice  to  many  persons  wlio  are  now  absent  from 
their  respective  homes,  and  occasion  a  multiplicity  of  law 
suits,  contrary  to  the  intention  of  many  creditors,  and  to 
the  great  grievance  of  many  indigent  debtors : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  ILnise  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  General  Covrt  assembled,  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  same,  Tlint  the  said  act  made  and  i)assed  as  aforesaid,  r'^'^'  for  umita- 
tor  the  Limitation  ot  Personal  Actions,  and  every  chiuse  Actions sus- 
thereof,  so  far  as  the  same  respects  the  Limitation  of  Per-  ^''°  "  ' 
sonal  Actions,  is  and  shall  he  stayed  and  susi)ended  until 
the  tirst  day  of  jVoveniher,  which  will  be  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight ; 
and  that  any  actions  or  suits  now  pending,  or  that  may 
herealtcr  be  commenced  in  any  Court  of  Record,  or 
before  any  Justice  of  the  Peace  within  this  Common- 
wealth, during  the  time  aforesaid,  may  be  prosecuted  and 
pursued  to  final  judgment  and  execution,  in  like  manner 
as  they  might  have  been  commenced  and  prosecuted  in 
case  the  said  act,  or  any  of  the  acts  or  laws  relating  to  the 
Limitation  of  Personal  Actions  which  are  repealed  by  the 
said  act,  had  never  been  made.  March  19,  1784. 


[f  Chap.  63 
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[January  Session,  ch.  40.] 
AN  ACT  IN  ADDITION  TO,  AND  FOR  REPEALING  CERTAIN  PARTS 
OF  AN  ACT,  MADE  AND  PASSED  THE  THIRD  DAY  OF  JUL 
A.D.  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY-TWO,  IN- 
TITLED,  "AN  ACT  TO  REMOVE  THE  OBSTRUCTIONS  AND  OPEN 
FASSAGE  WAYS  FOR  THE  FISH  CALLED  ALEWIVES,  SHAD,  AND 
OTHER  FISH,  UP  XEI'OXSEr  RIVER,  AND  FOR  MAKING  MORE 
EFFECTUAL  PROVISION  FOR  THE  PASSING  OF  THE  SAID  FISH." 

Whereas"  in  and  by  the  said  act.  passage  ways  for  the  PreamWe. 
said  fi^h  were  to  be  made  over  two  dams,  from  the  mouth 
of  the  said  river  to  the  ponds  therein  mentioned,  aviong 
which  7ca.s  the  dam  at  JSJr.  Andrew  Gillespie's  mills,  anaj, 
the  dam  at  Daniel  Leeds's  and  other  mills;  which  passage 
2cays  over  the  two  dams  above  mentioned,  prove  ineffectual 
for  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  designed:    Therefore, 

Be  it  enacted  by  the   Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  Geiieicd  Court  asseuibled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same.  That  such  parts  of  the  said  act  as  make  pro-  Act  providing 
vision  for  the  passing  of  fish  through  or  over  the  dams  of  ofVih  .ur*'°^ 
Andrew  GilUspie  and  Daniel  Leeds,  and  others,  be,  and  ^eponset river 
the\'  are,  hereby  re})e:iled  and  made  null  and  void. 


654:  1783.  —  Chaptek  G3. 

Manner  of  a  jjg  ^'^  further  encicted  hy  the  authority/  aforesaid,  That  a 

pacgage  way  to  ^     ^       '^  »/  J         ^    i 

be  opined  for     sufBcieiit  passa^G  wav  be  made  for  the  said  fish  to  pass  up 

that  purpose.         ,,  •  i      •  tt-  ^     •       ^i        /•   ii  •  •  i. 

the  said  river  JSieponset,  in  the  lollowiug  manner,  i;<s,  /  at 
the  dam  of  Mr.  Daniel  Leeds  there  be  a  sluice  or  passage 
way  made  on  the  south  side  of  the  saw  mill,  the  said 
sluice  to  ])e  four  feet  wide,  the  u])per  end  thereof  about 
eight  feet  distant  from  the  said  mill,  the  lower  end  to  be 
brought  down  near  the  corner  of  the  said  mill,  and  to  be 
well  built  with  stone  or  timl)er,  so  as  that  the  said  mill 
may  not  be  endangered  by  the  water  that  runs  in  the  said 
sluice  ;  and  to  be  constructed  in  such  manner  as  not  to 
draw  oft'  the  water  less  in  depth  than  three  feet  and  nine 
inches  in  the  said  Leed's  flume,  when  it  runs  nine  inches 
in  depth  at  the  head  of  the  said  sluice  ;  and  the  said  sluice 
or  way  always  to  be  kept  open  after  the  twentieth  day  of 
April,  in  every  year,  until  the  fifteenth  day  of  Jane;  and 
if  it  shall  so  happen  that  there  be  not  a  sufficiency  of  water 
to  carry  all  the  mills  on  the  said  dam  when  the  said  sluice 
is  open,  the  said  Leed's  grist  mill  shall  have  the  preference. 
And  be  it  also  further  enacted  hy  the  authority  afore- 
sliae'w^y^to^'  said.  That  a  passage  way  for  fish  be  opened  at  the  south- 
beopeued.  g|.jy  gj-,(j  ^f  j\|j._  Andrew  Gillespie's  dam,  the  same  width, 
and  to  run  in  the  sluice  or  way  the  same  depth  as  in  the 
af)renientioned' sluice,  and  to  be  so  constructed  as  not  to 
draw  the  water  o.it  of  his  pond  less  than  two  feet  and 
nine  inches  in  his  flume,  and  he  shall  not  draw^  otF  the 
water  so  as  that  there  shall  not  be  nine  inches  depth 
of  water  in  the  said  sluice  ;  and  the  said  sluice  or  passage 
way  to  be  kept  open  always  the  same  time  provided  as  in 
the  foregoing  enacting  clause  ;  and  that  the  two  aforesaid 
passage  ways  be  made  at  the  expence  of  the  towns  of 
Stoughton,  iSharon  and  Walpole,  and  ever  after  to  be  kept 
in  repair  by  the  owners  of  the  said  dams. 
Penalty  for  tak-       j^q  {i  further  enacted.  That  whosoever  shall  presume  to 

niij  hsh  at  other  r-ii'ipii-i  -i 

tiinef.  than  those  take  any  ot  the  kinds  or  tish  in  the  said  act  enumerated, 
p'cfi'uted?'^  (whether  with  scoop  nets  or  otherwise)  in  the  said  river 

or  stream,  within  or  adjoining  to  any  of  the  towns  above- 
mentioned,  at  any  other  time  or  place  than  such  as  shall  be 
limited  and  appointed  by  the  said  towns,  such  oftender  or 
oflenders  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  for 
each  oftence,  one  moiety  thereof  to  be  for  the  use  of  the 
pool-  of  the  town  where  the  oftence  shall  be  committed, 
the  other  moiety  to  be  to  him  or  them  who  shall  inform 
and  sue  for  the  same  before  any  Court  proper  to  try  the 
same.  March  19,  1784. 
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1783. -Chapter  64. 

[.lamiary  Pi"!*sion,  ch.  41.] 
AX  ACT  TO  INCORPORATE  A  NFAV  PLANTATION  CALLED  ASHUE-  Clwr)      04- 
LET  EQUIVALENT,  IN  THE  COUNTY   OF  BERKSHIRE,  INTO  A  ^'^"-T'        * 
TOWN   BY  THE  NAME   OF  DALTO.V. 

WJierpox  if  //as  been  represented  to  this  Court,  that  the  Preamble. 
inhabitants  of  the  new  j)hnitation  called  A.shuelet  Equiv- 
alent, in  the  County  of  Picrkshire,  labor  under  many 
inconveniences,  and  also  that  difficulties  arise  u'ith  regard 
to  assessing  the  said  inhabitants:  For  the  remedy  whereof, 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assendAed,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  That  all  the  lands  and  inhabitants  of  ^l.sA?^e?ei;  ^"''o"!"-, 

^  '  ^  corporaled. 

Equivalent  aforesaid,  bounded  west  partly  on  Pittsfeld, 
and  partly  on  Lanesborough  :  north  on  Windsor ;  east  partly 
on  Partriih/efield,  and  pai'tly  on  the  east  line  of  Jones's 
Grant  (so  called)  to  the  north  line  of  WasJiington;  thence 
westward  on  the  same  line  to  the  east  line  of  Pittsfieldy 
be,  and  hereby  are,  incorporated  into  a  town  by  the  name 
of  Dallon,  and  invested  with  all  the  powers,  privileges 
and  immunities,  that  towns  in  this  Commonwealth  are 
entitled  to  according  to  law,  or  do  or  may  enjoy. 

And  be  it  farther  enacted  by  the  autJioriti/  aforesaid.  That  ohaiips  Gnod. 

•/         _  J  .'     1/         _  '  ridge,  Eaq :  to 

Charles  Goodridge,  Y.sq  ;  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  impowered  caii  a'meeting. 
and  required,  to  issue  his  warrant  to  some  principal  inhab- 
itant of  the  said  town  of  Dalton,  directing  him  to  warn 
the  inhabitants  thereof  qualitied  to  vote  in  town  affairs,  to 
assemble  at  some  convenient  time  and  place  in  the  said 
town,  to  choose  all  such  officers  as  by  law  are  to  be  chosen 
annually  in  the  month  of  March.  March  20,  1784. 

1783.  — Chapter  65. 

[January  Session,  ch.  42.] 
AN    ACT    TO    UNITE    THE    FIRST   AND  THIRD  PRECINCTS  IN  THE   QJinT)      Q^ 
TOWN    OF   PLYMOUTH,  BY   THE    NAME    OF   THE    FIRST   PRE-  ^  ' 

CINCT. 

WItereas  it  is  represented  to  the  General  Court,  that  the  Preamble. 
cause  (f  religion  and  virtue  may  be  promoted,  by  uniting 
the  First  and  Third  Precincts  in  the  town  of  Plymouth  ; 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the    Senate   and    House  of 
Pepresentatives  in  General   Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  FiretandTinrd 
this  act,  the  First  and  Third  Precincts  in  the  said  town  of  t.y  th..  name  of 
Plymouth  be    united  into    one,  by  the  name  of  the  First  dnct."^ 
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Precinct ;  and  that  all  authority  and  jurisdiction  exercised 
by  the  said  Third  Precinct  while  in  their  separate  coi'porate 
capacity,  be  transferred  to,  and  vested  in  the  said  First 
Precinct ;  any  law  heretofore  made  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding:. 

Atid  be  it  fartlier  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
TreaBurer  of      That  the  Treasurer  of  the  said  First  Precinct  for  the  time 

the  hii-stPre-         ,      .  i     i  •         i  i  /•    1 1  i  •         n  i    • 

ciiui  to  recover  oeuig,  uc,  and  hc  IS,  hereby  lully  authorized  and  impow- 
theThird."  ered,  to  demand  and  recover  all  debts  of  what  nature 
soever  that  may  be  due  to  the  said  Third  Precinct,  and  that 
the  said  First  Precinct  united  as  aforesaid,  be  responsible 
for  the  payment  of  all  debts  due  from  the  said  Third  Pre- 
cinct to  Q.ny  person  or  persons  whatsoever. 

March  20,  1784. 

1783.  — Chapter  66. 

[January  Session,  ch.  44.*] 

Char)      Q^  ^^  "^^^  ^°  ENABLE  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  THE  SEVERAL  TOWNS 
^  *  AND  PLANTATIONS  W^ITHIN  THIS  COMMONWEALTH,  TO  ASCER- 

TAIN FROM  TIME  TO  TIME  THE  AMOUNT  OF  MONIES  RECEIVED 
BY  THEIR  RESPECTIVE  COLLECTORS  OF  PUBLLC  TAXES,  AND 
WHAT  PAYMENTS  THEY  HAVE  MADE  TO  THE  TREASURER 
OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
^°hibn°o  the      ^^'^  same.  That  the  several  Collectors  of  Public  Taxes  shall, 
Selectmen, once  oucc  evcrv  two  iiiouths  at  Icast,  exhil)it  to  the  Selectmen, 

in  two  months,  iiji  ni  it  n     -y 

an  account  of     and  whcrc  there  are  no  Selectmen,  to  the  Assessors  ot  the 

monies  received,  ,•  .  lii-  a.  i-i^i  ii 

v^c.  respective  towns  or  phmtations  to  which  they  belong,  a 

just  and  true  account  of  all  the  monies  they  have  received 
on  the  several  taxes  committed  to  them,  and  produce  the 
Treasurer's  receipts  for  all  the  monies  by  them  respectively 
paid  into  the  treasury. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authoriti/  aforesaid, 
Scung.  ^^^^  ^^  ^"y  Collector  of  Public  Taxes  shall  neolect  to 
Penalty.  exhibit  his  accounts  in  manner  aforesaid,  he  shall  forfeit 

and  pay  for  every  neglect,  the  sum  of  two  and  a  half  per 
cent,  on  the  sum  or  sums  committed  to  him  to  collect,  to 
the  use  of  the  town  or  plantation  of  which  he  is  or  has 
been  a  Collector,  to  be  recovered  by  such  town  or  planta- 
tion in  any  Court  of  Law  proper  to  try  the  same. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
filetrby'raw'for  That  wheucver  the  time  fixed  by  law  for  collecting  any 
collecting  any     tax  shall  have  expired,  the  Treasurer  of  this  Common- 

*  No  chapter  43  in  Session  pamphlet. 
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we:ilth  sliall,  nnd  he  is,  hereby  authorized  and  impowered,  Trelsuri'rto^' 
at  the  request  of  the  Selectmen  or  Assessors  of  any  town  i^^^^  execution. 
or  phmtation,  to  issue  his  execution  against  any  Collector 
or  Collectors    of  their    respective    towns   or  plantations, 
without  any  further  order  fi-om  the  General  Court;  any 
law  or  resolve  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

March  23,  1784. 


Chap.  6 
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[Januarj-  Session,  ch.  45.] 

AN    ACT    TO    INCORPORATE    AN    ACADEMY     IN    THE    TOWN    OF 
LEICESTER,  BY  THE  NAME   OF  LEICESTER  ACADEMY. 

Whereas  the  encouragement  of  literature  in  the  rising  Preamble. 
generation  has  ever  been  considered  hy  the  wise  and  good, 
as  an  object  u'orthy  of  the  most  serious  attention,  as  the 
safety  and  happiness  of  a  free  people  ultimately  dep)end 
upon  the  advantages  arising  frovi  a  pious,  virtuous,  and 
liberal  ed u ca t io n  : 

Whereas  it  appears  that  Ebenezer  Crafts,  q/'Sturbridge, 
in  the  county  of  Worcester,  and  Jacob  Davis,  of  Charl- 
ton, in  the  said  county.  Esquires,  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
moting j)iety  and  learning,  have  generously  given  the  large 
and  commodious  mansion  house,  lands  and  apjyurtenances, 
in  Leicester,  lately  occupied  by  Aaron  Lopez,  deceased, 
for  the  use  of  an  Academy :  And  it  further  appears,  that 
the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds  is  genei'ously  subscribed 
for  the  support  of  the  said  Academy ;  the  interest  thereof, 
together  witli  what  may  hereafter  be  raised  by  donations, 
with  the  income  or  rent  of  all  real  estate,  to  be  appropriated 
to  the  use  and  benefit  of  (lie  said  Academy  forever ,  as  Trus- 
tees to  be  appointed  shall  think  most  expedient.  And  as  it 
icill  be  necessary  that  the  said  Trustees  and  their  successors 
be  vested  vnth  authority  to  commence  and  p)rosecute  actions 
at  law,  and  transact  such  other  matters  in  their  corporate 
capacity,  as  the  interest  of  the  said  Academy  shall  require: 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Reprpsentatives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  tlie 
authority  of  the  san>e.  That  there  be,  and  there  hereby  is,  Acadoniy  estab- 
established  in  the  town  of  Leicester,  in  the  county  of  Leicester. 
M^orcester,  an  Academy  by  the  name  of  Leicester  Acad- 
emy, for  the  purpose  of  promoting  true  piety  and  virtue, 
and  for  the  education  of  youth  in  the  English,  Latin, 
Greek,    and    French    languages,    together    with    writing, 
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arithmetic,  and  the  art  of  speaking ;  also  practical  geom- 
etry, h)gic,  philosophy  and  geogra[)hy  ;  and  such  other 
of  the  liberal  arts  and  sciences  or  languages  as  opportunity 
may  hereafter  permit,  and  as  the  Trustees  hereinafter 
provided  shall  direct. 
Tiuftecsap-  J^e  it  farther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 

co'rpo^raied'imo  Ebeiuzer  Orafts,  of  Sturbridge,  and  Jacob  Davis,  of 
a  body  politic.  Q/^^^j.jf^j^^  Esquires,  the  Honorable  Moses  GiU,  of  Prince- 
ton, /Samuel  Baker,  of  Ballon,  and  Levi  Lincoln,  of 
Worcester,  Seth  Washburn,  of  Leicester,  and  Ilafus  Put- 
nam, of  Rutland,  Esq'rs.  Joseph  Allen,  Esq ;  and  the 
Keverend  Thaddeus  Maccarty,  of  Worcester,  the  Rever- 
ends Joseph  8umner,  of  iSJirewsbury ,  Joshua  Paine,  of 
Slurbrid(/e,  Benjamin  Could  in,  of  Leicester,  Archibald 
Camjobell,  of  Cliarlton,  Joseph  Pope,  of  8pencer,  all  in 
the  county  of  Worcester;  and  the  Honorable  Timothy 
Danielson ,  Esq  ;  of  Brimfield,  in  the  county  of  Hamp- 
shire; be,  and  they  hereby  are,  nominated  and  appointed 
Trustees  of  the  said  Academy  ;  and  they  are  hereby  incor- 
porated into  a  body  politic,  by  the  name  of  the  Trustees 
of  Leicester  Academy,  and  they  and  their  successors  shall 
be,  and  continue  a  body  politic  and  corporate,  by  the 
same  name  forever. 

A)id  be  it  furtlter  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
Lands, &c. here-  That  all  the  lands  and  monies  heretofore  subscribed,  which 

lofore  sub-  ^  ^    •  n  t  i      11    i  • 

scribed, con-       by  a  Icgal  mstrument  hereatter  to  be  made  shall  be  given. 
Trustees".  granted  and  assigned  by  the  subscribers  unto  the  Trus- 

tees of  Leicester  Academy,  shall  be  confirmed  to  the  said 
Trustees,  and  to  their  successors  in  that  trust  forever,  for 
the  uses  and  purposes,  and  upon  the  trust  which  in  the 
said  instrument  shall  be  expressed  :  And  the  Trustees 
aforesaid,  their  successors,  and  the  officers  of  the  said 
Academy,  are  hereby  required  in  conducting  the  concerns 
thereof,  and  in  all  matters  relating  thereto,  to  regulate 
themselves  conformably  to  the  true  design  and  intention  of 
the  said  grantors,  which  in  the  instrument  above  mentioned 
shall  be  expressed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
To  have  one       That  the  Said  Trustees  and  their  successors  shall  have  one 

coramou  seal.  1  1   •    1         1  1   "  c    • 

common  seal,  which  they  may  make  use  or  in  any  cause 
or  business  that  relates  to  the  said  office  of  Trustees  of 
the  said  Academy,  and  they  shall  have  power  and  authority 
to  break,  change  and  renew,  the  said  seal,  from  time  to 
To  sue  and  be     time  as  they  shall  see  fit,  and  they  may  sue  and  be  sued 
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in  all  actions,  real,  personal,  and  mixed,  and  })vosecute  and 
defend  the  same  until  tinal  judgment  and  execution,  by 
the  name  of  the  Trustees  of  Leicester  Academy. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  hy  the  authority  aforesaid^ 
That  the  said  Ehenezer  Crafts,  Jacob  Davis,  and  others,  Trustees  to  be 
the  Trustees  aforesaid,  and  their  successors,  the   longest  Lfev'lsiwi^ 
livers  and  survivors,  be  the  true  and  sole  Visitors,  Trus-  ^ckdemy!^ 
tees  and  Governors  of  the   said    Leicester  Academy,    in 
perpetual  succession  forever,  to  be  ccmtinued  in  the  way 
and    manner    hereafter    sj)ecified  ;  with    full    power    and 
authority  to  elect  such  othcers  of  the    said  Academy  as 
they  shall  judge  necessary  and  convenient,  and  to  make  Tomakeiawe, 
and  ordain  such  laws,  orders  and  rules,  for  the  good  gov-  ' 
ei-nment  of  the  said  Academy,  as  to  them  the  Trustees, 
Govei-nors   and  Visitors   aforesaid,  and  their  successors, 
shall  from  time  to  tiuje,  according  to  the  various  occasions 
and  circumstances,  seem  most  fit  and  requisite  ;  all  which 
shall   be  observed  by  the  officers,  scholars  and  servants  of 
the  said  Academy,  upon  the  penalties  therein  contained  ; 
I'rovided  noticitlistandinri.  That  the  said  rules,  laws  and  Proviso. 
orders,  be  no  ways  contrary  to  the  laws  of  this  Common- 
wealth. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  number  of  the  Trustees  aforesaid  and  their  sue-  Number  of 

hii  .        .  i-  1  il  iiL\  J'rustees  not  to 

all  not  at  any  one  time  he  more  than  riiteen  nor  be  more  than 

less  than  eight,  a  major  part  of  whom  shall  constitute  a  fhan^'eighu '""^^ 

quorum  for  transacting  business,  and  a  major  part  of  the  Major  part  to 

members   present  at  any  legal  meeting,  shall    decide    all  quorum. 

questions  that    shall    come    before    them,    except    in   the 

instances  hereinafter  excepted,  that  the  principal  instructor 

for  the  time  being  shall  ever  be  one  of  them,  that  the 

major  part  shall  be  laymen  and  respectable  freeholders  ; 

also,  that  a  major  part  shall  consist  of  men  who  are  not 

inhabitants  of  the  town  where    the    seminary  is    situate. 

And  to  perpetuate  the  succession  of  the  said  Trustees  : 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  T^^^^^g"^^,! 

as  often  as  one  or  more  of  the  Trustees  of  the  said  Leices-  die,  or  be  ren. 

,  -  1      11     T  •  •       xi        •      1  4.      e  i.\        dered  incapable, 

ter  Academy  shall  die  or  resign,  or  in  the  judgment  ot  the  surviving Trus- 
niajor  part  of  the  other  Trustees,  be  rendered  l)y  age,  or  aTo^ther! ""' 
otherwise,  incapable  of  discharging  the  duties  of  his  office, 
then  and  so  often  the  Trustees  then  surviving  and  remain- 
ing, shall  elect  one  or  more  persons  to  supply  the  vacancy 
or  vacancies. 
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Trustees  capa- 
ble in  law  to 
receive  by  gift, 
&c.  real  or  per- 
sonal estate. 


Proviso. 


Trustees  ira- 
powered  to  re- 
move the 
seminary. 


Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authoriti/  aforesaid,  That 
the  Trustees  aforesaid,  and  their  successors,  be,  and  they 
hereby  are,  rendered  capable  in  law,  to  take  and  receive 
by  gift,  grant,  devise,  bequest  or  otherwise,  any  lands, 
tenements,  or  other  estate,  real  and  personal.  Provided, 
That  the  annual  income  of  the  said  real  estate  shall  not 
exceed  the  sum  of  live  hundred  pounds,  and  the  annual 
income  of  the  personal  estate  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of 
two  thousand  pounds,  both  sums  to  be  valued  in  silver,  at 
the  rate  of  six  shillings  and  eight  pence  by  the  ounce,  to 
have  and  to  hold  the  same  to  them,  the  said  Trustees  and 
their  successors,  on  such  terms  and  under  such  provisions 
and  limitations,  as  may  be  expressed  in  any  deed  or 
instrument  of  conveyance  to  them  made.  Provided 
always.  That  neither  the  said  Trustees,  nor  their  successors, 
shall  ever  receive  any  grant  or  donation,  the  condition 
whereof  shall  require  them  or  any  others  concerned,  to  act 
in  any  respect  counter  to  the  design  of  the  tirst  grantors, 
or  of  any  prior  donations  ;  and  all  deeds  and  instruments 
which  the  said  Trustees  may  lawfully  make,  shall  M'hen 
made  in  the  name  of  the  said  Trustees,  and  signed  and 
delivered  by  the  Treasurer,  and  sealed  with  the  common 
seal,  bind  the  said  Trustees  and  their  successors,  and  be 
valid  in  law. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  if  it  shall  hereafter  be  judged  upon  mature  and 
impartial  consideration  of  all  circumstances,  by  two  thirds 
of  all  the  Trustees,  that  for  good  and  substantial  reasons, 
which  at  this  time  do  not  exist,  the  true  design  of  this 
institution  will  be  better  promoted  I)y  removing  the  semi- 
nary from  the  place  where  it  is  founded  ;  in  that  case  it 
shall  be  in  the  power  of  the  said  Trustees  to  remove  it 
accordingly,  and  to  establish  it  in  such  place  within  this 
State,  as  they  shall  judge  to  be  best  calculated  for  carr}'- 
ing  into  efiectual  execution  the  intention  of  the  founders. 

March  28,  1784. 


1783.  — Chapter  68. 

[January  Session,  ch.  48.] 
Chnil     68  ^'^   ^'^^  ^"^^  NATURALIZING    THOMAS   HOPKIXS. 

Preamble.  Whcreas    Thomas    Hopkins,    late    of   Devonshire    in 

Great    Britain,  aiid   noiv    residing    at    Falmouth,  in    the 
county  of  Cunil)crland   and  Commomcecdth  of  Massachu- 
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setts,  Jtas  petitioned  the  General  Court  that  he  may  be 
naturalised^  and  be  thereby  intitled  to  all  the  rights, 
liberties,  and  privileges  of  a  free  citizen  of  this  Common- 
wealth : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Seiiate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  same.  That  the   said   Thomas  Hopkins,  upon  his  Thomas  Hop. 

,     1  •  .1  ,1  !•     11       •  1       1  •  i*  '11        kins  naturalized. 

taking  the  oatlis  ot  allegiance  and  abjuration  required  by 
the  constitution  of  this  Commonwealth,  before  two  Justices 
oi  the  Peace,  shall  be  deemed,  adjudged,  and  taken  to  be 
a  free  citizen  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  all  intents,  con- 
structions and  purposes,  as  if  he  the  said  Gliomas  had  been 
an  inhabitant  of  the  territory,  now  the  Commonwealth 
aforesaid,  at  the  time  of  making  the  present  form  of  civil 
government. 

And  it    is  further  enacted.  That   the   Justices    before  certiacateof 
whom  the  same  oaths  shall  be  taken,  shall  return  a  certiti-  recorded. 
cate  of  the  same  into  the  Secretary's  Ottice,  to  be  placed 
on  the  records  of  this  Commonwealth.     March  23,  1784. 
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[January  Seeeion,  ch.  46.] 

AN    ACT    P'OR    REPEALING    TWO    LAWS    OF    THIS    STATE,   AND   /^7,«^     g9 
FOR  ASSERTING  THE  RIGHT  OF  THIS  FREE  AND  SOVEREIGN  ^  * 

COMMONWEALTH,  TO  EXPEL  SUCH  ALIENS  AS  MAY  BE 
DANGEROUS  TO  THE  PEACE  AND  GOOD  ORDER  OF  GOV- 
ERNMENT. 

Whereas  it  is  necessarily  incident  to  every  free,  sovereign  Preamble. 
and  independent  State,  to  hold  the  right  of  expelling  from 
the  dominions  thereof,  all  aliens  who  possess  dispositions, 
or  hold  principles  incompatible  with  the  safety  or  sover- 
eignty of  the  State:  And  ivhereas  all  those  jjersons  v>ho 
have  since  the  fifth  day  of  October,  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy-four,  and  before  themaking 
tlie  present  form  of  Government  of  this  Commonwealth, 
go)ie  of  to,  and  taken  the  protection  of  the  government,  or 
fleet,  or  army  o/"  Great  Britain,  are  considered,  and  justly 
held,  to  be  aliens  to  this  Commonwealth:  And  ivhereas 
those  of  them  wJio  are  named  and  mentioned  in  an  act  of 
this  State,  passed  in  the  year  one  tJiousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-nine,  intitled  "  An  act  to  confiscate  the  estates 
of  certain  notorious  conspirators  against  the  govei'nment 
and  liberties  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  late  Province,  now 
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Two  acts 
repealed. 


State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  "  ;  and  all  otJiers  of  tJieni  irJio 
have  home  arms  in  the  late  ivar,  af/ainst  this  or  either  of 
theJJnited  /States,  or  a<jainst  the  allies  of  the  said  States,  or 
have  lent  money  to  the  government  of  Great  Britain  to  carry 
on  the  late  war;  are  Justly  deemed  to  hold  principles,  and 
possess  disposition>i,  ijicompa tilde  icith  the  >^afety  of  the 
CommonicealtJi,  and  therefore  ought  to  he  excluded  from 
this  Commonwealth:  And  it  heing  evident  that  an  indis- 
criminate admission  of  the  other  descriptions  of  those 
unhappy  people,  at  this  period,  might  he  attended  with 
disagreeahle  and  dangerous  consequences;  hut  the  laws 
nuide  for  their  exclusion  heing  not  calculated  to  produce 
those  measures  ivhich  are  sultahle  to  a  state  of  peace  and 
tranquility : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  (f 
Iieprese)itatives  in  General  Court  assemhled,  and  hy  the 
auth(jrity  of  the  same.  That  an  act  made  and  passed  in 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-ein'ht, 
intitled,  "An  act  to  prevent  the  return  to  this  State  of 
certain  persons  therein  named,  and  others  who  have  loft 
this  State,  or  either  of  the  United  States,  and  joined  the 
enemies  thereof"  ;  and  also  another  act  passed  in  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  intitled, 
"  An  act  to  carry  into  execution  an  act  made  in  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  intitled 
"  An  act  to  prevent  the  return  to  this  State  of  certain 
persons  therein  named,  and  others  who  have  left  this  Slate, 
or  either  of  the  United  States,  and  joined  the  enemies 
thereof" ;  be,  and  they  both  are  hereby  repealed. 

And  he  it  enacted.  That  if  any  of  the  persons  aforesaid 
who  have  left  this  State,  and  gone  off  to,  and  taken  the 
protection  of  the  government,  fleet,  or  army  of  Great 
Britain,  and  are  named  in  the  act  aforesaid,  intitled,  "  An 
act  to  confiscate  the  estates  of  certain  notorious  conspira- 
tors against  the  government  and  liberties  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  late  Province,  now  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay" ;  or 
have  borne  arms,  or  been  joined  to  the  said  fleet,  army, 
or  to  any  volunteer  corps  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain; 
shall  presume  to  return  to  this  State  to  reside  therein,  it 
Duty  of  Justices  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  Justice  of  the  Peace  to  give 

ir.    tV.la    .loan  •  1  /> 

notice  thereof  to  the  Governor,  and  it  such  person  shall 
not  immediately  upon  the  Governor's  giving  order  there- 
for, depart  the  State  ;  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  Justice 
of  the  Peace  to  whom  complaint  shall  be  made  thereof,  to 


Persons  named 
in  a  certain  act 
or  who  have 
borne  arms,  ike 
presumiiiir  to 
return  to  this 
State. 


in  this  case. 
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a[)i)iehencl  sucli  })cisoii,  and  him  coimiiit  to  the  common 
iiOiil  of  the  county  where  he  may  be,  to  be  sent  off  by  the 
order  of  the  Governor  with  advice  of  Council. 

And  he  it  enavfed,  That  no  one  of  any  other  description  No  iibwnteo  to 
of  the  said  absentees  shall  be  allowed  to   reside   in   this  state  without  a 
State,  until  such  person  shall   obtain  a  licence  therefor  oo'vomor"'^' 
from  the  Governor  with  advice  of  Council ;  and  if  any  one 
of  the  said  persons  shall  presume   to   reside  within  this 
State  without  such  licence,  he  shall  be  treated  in  the  same 
manner  as  is  provided  by  this  act,  respecting  those  who 
have   borne  arms  a<;ainst  these   States.     Provided  also.  Proviso. 
That  no  licence  so  given  by  the  Governor  with  advice  of 
Council,  shall  have  any  force  after  the  end  of  the  next 
session  of  the  General  Court  after  the  same  licence  shall 
be  granted ;    and   that  the  person  who  shall   obtain  the 
same,  unless  an  act  of  naturalization  shall  be  passed  in  his 
favor,  or  the  said  licence  shall  be  approved  at  the   said 
session  of  the  General  Court,  shall  be  treated  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  the  said  licence  had  not  been  obtained. 

And  whereas  hij  the  sixth  ai'ticle  of  the  treaty,  lately  Pnambie. 
made  between  the    United  States  and  the  Kinrj  of  Great 
Britain,  it  is  provided  that  no  further  confiscations  shall 
he  made  : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted,  hii  the  autJiority  aforesaid.  That  L!>u<ib  biid  on 

111  1     1       •!  T  1   •    1  ^1  p  the  lyth  April, 

the  lands  and   buildmgs  which  any  oi  the  persons  atore-  1775,  which  have 
mentioned  held  in  fee  simple,  or  by  a  lesser  estate,  on  the  cateci'.'itc.to  be 
nineteenth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ''«"''""'  "p- 
seventy-five,  and  which  have  not   l)y  the  aforesaid  act, 
intitled,  "  An  act  to  confiscate  the  estates  of  certain  noto- 
rious conspirators  against  the  government  and  liberties  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  late  Province,  now  State  o^  Massa- 
cJtiisetts  Bay'",  or  by  judgment  had  on  due  })rocess  of  law 
on  such  estates,  been  confiscated  ;  nor  have  been  pledged 
by  (government  for  money  borrowed,  or  sold  by  agents 
according  to  the  laws  of  the  State,  for  the  payment  of 
debts  due  from  the  absentees  ;  or  have  been  made  liable  to 
pay  an  annual  charge  foi-  the  support  of  any  poor  person  ; 
shall    be  delivered   up  to  the   persons  who   respectively 
owned  such  lands  or  building's  last  l)efore  the  nineteenth 
of  April,  111:),  or  to  any  persons  claiming  under  them 
respectively,  Provided  such  claimers  are  not  included  in  rioviso. 
the  act  aforesaid,  made  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-eight ;  who  shall  have  the  privilege 
of  disposing  of  the  same,  at  any  time  within  the  space  of 
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Deeds  made  three  jears  next  coming  ;  and  any  deed  or  other  convey- 
LXIildfn  ance  made  thereof,  to  any  citizen  of  this  or  either  of  the 
*'*'"•  United  States,  shall  be  held  good  and  valid   in   law,  to 

convey  the  same  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  fully  and 
amply  as  if  such  grantor  was  a  free  citizen  of  this  Com- 
monwealth ;  any  law  of  this  Commonwealth  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding.  March  24,  1784. 
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RESOLYES 


GENERAL    COURT    OF    THE   COMMONWEALTH 
OF  MASSACHUSETTS: 

BEGUN  AND  HELD  AT  BOSTON,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  SUF- 
FOLK, ON  WEDNESDAY,  THE  TWENTY-EIGHTH  DAY  OF 
MAY,  ANNO  DOMINI,  1783. 


The  following  are  the  Names  of  the  Oentlemen  who  compose  the  two 
Brajiches  of  the  GENERAL  COURT,  viz.  : 

SENATORS. 


County  of  Suffolk. 
Hon.  SAMUEL  ADAMS,  Esq; 

President. 
Hon.  Jabez  Fisher, 

Samuel  Niles, 

John  Pitts, 

Cotton  Tufts,  Esquires. 

County  of  Essex. 
Hon.  Stephen  Choate, 

Samuel  Phillips,  jun. 
Benjamin  Goodhue, 
Nathaniel  Tracy,  Esquires. 

County  of  Middlesex. 
Hon.  Josiah  Stone, 

Abraliam  Fuller, 

Eleazer  Brooks, 

Ebenezer  Bridge,  Esquires. 

County  of  Hampshire. 
Hon.  John  Bliss, 
Caleb  Strong, 
John  Hastings,  Esquires. 

County  of  Plymouth. 
Hon.  William  Seaver, 

Charles  Turner,  Esquires. 


County  of  Barnstable, 
Hon.  Solomon  Freeman,  Esquire. 

County  of  Bristol. 
Hon.  Thomas  Durfee, 

Ephraim  Starkweather, 

Esquires. 

County  of  Worcester. 
Hon.  Samuel  Baker, 
Israel  Nichols, 
Jonathan  Warner, 
Seth  Washburne,  Esquires. 

County  of  York. 
Hon.  Nathaniel  WbIIs,  Esquire. 

County  of  Cumberland. 
Hon.  John  Lewis,  Esquire. 

County  of  Lincoln. 
Hon.  William  Lithgow,  jun. 

Esquire. 

County  of  Berkshire. 
Hon.  Jonathan  Smith, 

Jahleel  Woodbridge, 

Esquires. 
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MEMBERS   OF  THE  HOUSE   OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Honorable  TRISTRAM  DALTON,  Esq;  Speaker. 


County  of 
'Hon.  William  Phillips,  Esq ; 
Hon.  John  Pitts,  Esq ; 
Nathaniel  Appleton,  Esq; 
\  Hon.  Caleb  I3avis,  Esq; 

Thomas  Dawes,  Esq ; 
I  John  Rowe,  Esq ; 
1^  Hon.  James  Sullivan,  Esq ; 
Roxbury,  Mr.  Thomas  Clarke. 
Dorchester,  James  Swan,  Esq ; 
Milton,  Seth  Sumner,  Esq ; 
Brai?itree,  Col.  Eben  Thayer,  jun. 
Weymouth,  Solomon  Lovell,Esq ; 
Hingham.  Capt.  Theo  Cushing. 
Cohasset,  Thomas  Lothrop,  Esq ; 


County 
Salem,  George  Williams,  Esq ; 

Mr.  Samuel  Flagg, 

Mr.  Henry  Rust, 

Mr.  Samuel  Page. 
Danvers,  Col.  Israel  Hutchinson. 
Ipswich,  John  Choate,  Esq ; 

Mr.  John  Crocker. 
Newbury,  Col.  Samuel  IMoody. 
Newbury  Port, Hon.  Jonathan  Tit- 
comb,  Esq ; 

Stephen  Cross,  Esq ; 

Hon.  Tristram  Dal  ton.  Esq; 
Marblehead. 

Lynn,  Mr.  Samuel  Burrill. 
Andover,  Joshua  Holt,  Esq ; 

County  of 
Cambridge,  Mr.  Wm.  AVinthrop. 
Charlestown. 

Watertoion,  Jona.  Brown,  Esq ; 
Woburn,  Capt.  Samuel  Belknap. 
Co7icord,  Hon.  J.  Hosmer,  Esq; 
Newtoti,  John  Woodward,  Esq ; 
Reading,  Capt,  James  Bancroft, 
Marlboro\  Mr.  WinslowBrigham 
Billerica,  Major  Edward  Farmer. 
Framvigham,  Mr.  Wm  Brown. 
Lexington,  Benj.  Brown,  Esq; 
Chelmsford,Desb.  A.  Chamberlain. 
Sherburne,  Daniel  Whitney,  Esq ; 
Sudbury,  Capt.  Asahel  Wheeler. 
Maiden. 

Weston,  Mr.  Samuel  Fisk. 
Medford,  Mr.  Aaron  Hall. 
Westford,  Mr.  Francis  Leigh  ton. 
Waltham,  Jonas  Dix,  Esq  ; 
.Stow.    No  choice. 


Suffolk. 
Dedham,  Capt.  Joseph  Guild.    ' 
Medfield,  Capt.  John  Baxter,  jun. 
Wrentham,  Lemuel  Kollock,  Esq ; 
5rooA;/?/?ie, Hon  Benj  White,  Esq ; 
Needham,  Col.  William  Mcintosh. 
Stoughton,  Mr.  John  Kenney. 
Sharon,  Col.  Jonathan  Eddy. 
Medway,  Capt.  Moses  Adams. 
Bellingham,  Steph.  Metcalf,  Esq ; 
Wal2)ole. 

Chelsea,  Rev.  Mr.  Phillips  Payson. 
Ihdl. 

FranUin,  Mr.  Peter  Adams. 
Foxborough,  Mr.  Eben.  Wari'en. 

of  Essex. 

Beverly,  Mr.  Nathan  Dane. 
Rotvley,  Capt.  Thomas  Mighill. 
Salisbury,  Benjamin  Evans,  Esq ; 
Haverhill,  Mr.  Bailey  Bartlett. 
Gloucester,  Peter  Coffin,  Esq  ; 
Samuel  Whittemore,  Esq ; 
To2)sfield,  Mr.  Abraham  Hobbs. 
Almsbury,  Mr.  Orlando  Sergeant. 
Bradford,  Daniel  Thurston,  Esq  ; 
Methuen,  Col.  Thomas  Poor. 
Boxford,  Capt.  Isaac  Adams, 
Wenhatn. 
Manchester. 
Middleton. 

Middlesex. 

Qroton,  Israel  Hobart,  Esq ; 

Shirley. 

Hoi:)kinton. 

Pepperre^^,  William  Prescott,  Esq; 

Townsend. 

Dracut,  Capt.  J.  B.  Varnum. 

Bedford. 

Holliston. 

Acton  i6  ?  17        •   ■r'     11         Ti 

Dunstable,  Hon.  J.  Tyng,  Esq ; 

Lincoln,  Hon.  E.  Bi'ooks,  Esq ; 

Wihnington,  Tim.  \V^alker,  Esq  ; 

Teiuksbury,  Mr.  Wm.  Brown. 

Littleton,  Jonathan  Reed,  Esq  ; 

Ashby. 

Stoncham 

Natick. 

East  Sudbury,  Capt.  R.  Heard. 
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County  of  H 

Springfield,  Capt  Tho.  Stibbins, 
]\lr.  Nathaniol  Ely,  jun. 

WcHl  Sprinyjkld,  Ahra.  Buvbank, 
Justin  Ely,  Ks(]'rs. 

]VUI>r(ili(un,  Capt   riiin.  Stibl)ins 

NorUiai)i2ilon,  Kph.  Wright,  Esq; 

Soul  iKimploii. 

South  Iladhij,  Hon.  Noah  Good- 
man, Esq ; 

Amherst,  Nath.  Dickinson,  Esq  ; 

Granby,  Mr.  John  Ayers. 

Hatfield,  Hon  Joiin  Hastings,  Esq  ; 

Whatelcy. 

WUllamsburgli,  Mi*.  W.  Bodnian. 

Westjicld,  John  Ingevsoll,  Esq; 
Mr.  Sanniol  Fowler. 

Dccrjiehl,  JSlr.  John  AVilliams. 

Coniray,  Capt.  Prince  Tol)ey. 

Briuijield,  Hon.  Timothy  Daniel- 
son,  Esq ; 

South  Brimjield,  Capt  Nehemiah 
May. 

New  Salem,  Capt.  J.  Sampson. 

Sunderland,  Capt.  Isr.  Hubbard. 

Ash/ield. 

Worthinyton,  Nalium  Eager,  Esq ; 

Chesterfield,  Mr.  K.  Kellogg. 

Chesterfield  Oore. 

Sufficld. 

Monson,  IMr.  Abel  Goodell. 


\MrSIIIRK. 

rclham,  Mr.  Thomas  Johnson. 
Hadley,  Capt  Oliver  Smith. 
Palmer,  Capt  David  Spear. 
Montague,  ,roseph  Hoot,  Esq; 
Northfield,  Mr.  Aaron  \Vhitney. 
Belckertoum,  Col.  Caleb  Clarke, 
Colrain,  Col.  Hugh  M'Clallen. 
Charlemont. 

Shelbttrne,  Mr.  Robert  Wilson. 
SoiUhivick,  Capt.  Silas  Fowler. 
(Iranvillc. 

Greenfield,  David  Smead,  Esq; 
Greemoieh,  Mr.  Caleb  West. 
I  Varwiek. 
Blanjord. 
Ware.  \ 

Leverett. 

Chester,  Mr.  Jesse  Johnson. 
Bernardston,  Major  John  Bui'ke. 
Shutesbury, 
Evvingshire, 
Knjield. 
Somers. 
Ludloiv. 

Nortvich,  John  Kirkland,  Esq  ;  • 
Westhampton. 
Merryjield. 

Buckland,  Capt.  T.  Maxwell. 
Cimimington,  Capt.  Wm.  Ward, 
Mr.  Ebenezer  Snell. 


Capt.  Seth  Peirce. 


County  of  Pi>ymouth 

Plymouth. 

Sciluate,  I.srael  Vinal,  Esq; 

Duxborough,  Capt.  Sam.  Loring. 

Marshfield,  Mr.  Daniel  Lewis. 

Bridgewater,  Cajjt.  N.  Mitchel. 

Middleboro\ 

Rochester,  Col.  El)en.  White. 


Plyviipton,  Capt.  Francis  Shirtliflf. 
Pembroke,  Capt.  Seth  Hatch 
Kingston,  Capt.  Eben  .Washburne. 
Abitigton,  Mr.  Samuel  Brown. 
Hanover,  Mr.  Benjamin  Bass. 
Halifax,  INIr.  Moses  Inglee. 
Wareham. 


County  of  Baknstai'.le. 
Barnstalde,   Shearjashub   Bourn,       Harwiek,  Capt,  Kimball  Clark. 


Esq ; 

Capt.  Samuel  Hinckley. 
Sandwich,  Josej)!!  Nye,  Esq ; 
Yarmouth.     No  choice. 
Eastham,  Mr.  Nathan  Doane. 


Wcllflcet. 

Falmouth,  Nath.  Shiverick,  Esq ; 

Truro. 

Chatham. 

Province  Town. 


County  of  Bristol 


Tannton,  Job  Smith,  Esq ; 
Behotxjth,  Steplien  Bullock,  Esq. 

Daniel  Cari)ent(!r,  Es(j ; 
Swau'xy. 

Dartmouth,  Edw.  Pope,  Esq  ; 
Altleborough,  Elisha  May,  Esq  ; 

Stephen  Richardson,  Es(i ; 


Norton,  Mr.  Abraham  White. 
Dighton,  JNIr.  Abiezer  Phillips. 
Freetown,  Jesse  Bullock,  Esq  ; 
Piainham,  Capt.  Noah  Hall. 
Kasto}!,,  James  Perry,  E.s(| ; 
Mansjield,  Capt.  Samuel  VVhite, 
Berkley,  Samuel  Tobey,  Esq  ; 


672 


1783.  — Mat  SESsiojir. 


County  of  York. 

York,  Col.  Edward  Grow.  Lebanon. 

Kilter y,  John  H.  Bartlet,  Esq;  Sandford. 

Wells,  Capt,  Joshua  Bragdon.  Coxhall. 

Berwick,  .fohn  Hill,  Esq  ;  Fryeburyh. 

Arundel.  Massabesek, 

Biddeford.  Limerick. 

Pepperrelboro\  J.  Scamman,  Esq ;  Brownfield. 

Buxton,  Mr.  Jacob  Bradbur3\  Little  Falls, 

County  of  Dukes  County. 

Edgartoivn,  Eben.  Smith,  Esq ;  Chilmark,  Capt.  Samuel  Norton. 

Tisbury,  Shubael  Cottle,  Esq ; 

County  of  Nantucket. 

Sherburne,  Capt.  Alex.  Coffin.  Mr.  Peleg  Coffin,  jun. 

Stephen  Hussey,  Esq ; 

County  of  Worcester. 


Worcester,  Samuel  Curtis,  Esq  ; 

ifmcas^er,  Hon,  John Sprague, Esq  ; 

Woodstock. 

Mendon,  Capt.  Peter  Penniman. 

Brookfield,  C'apt.  Benj.  Rice 

Oxford,  Eben.  Learned,  Esq  ; 

Charlton,  Mr.  Caleb  Ammidown. 

Sutton,  Amos  Singletary,  Esq  ; 

Leicester,  Hon.  S.VVashburne,  Esq  ; 

Sj)e7icer,  Mr.  Isaac  Jenks. 

Rutland,  Mr.  Jonas  Howe. 

Oakham. 

Hubbardston. 

New  5ra^»iree,Major  J.  Bowman. 

Southborough,  Capt.  S  Newton. 

Westborough. 

Northboroiigh,  Mr.  S.  Rice,  jun. 

Shrewsbury,  Mr.  Jonas  Temple. 

Ijunenburg,  Capt  Josiah  Stearns. 

Filrhburg,  Thomas  Cowdin,  p]sq ; 

l^xbridge,  Capt.  Bezaleel  Taft. 

Northbridge. 

Harvard,  Mr.  John  Miuiroe. 


Bolton,  Ephraim  Fairbanks,  Esq ; 

Sturbridge. 

Hardwick,  Mr.  Ichabod  Dexter, 

Western,  Col.  James  Stone. 

Leomi7isler,  Hon.  1.  Nichols,  Esq ; 

Holden,  John  Child,  Esq ; 

Douglass. 

Grafton,  Dr.  Joseph  Wood. 

Petersham,  Capt.  Wing  Spooner. 

Royalston,  John  Fi'ye,  Esq ; 

Westminster. 

Athol. 

Temiileton,  Capt.  Ezek.  Knowlton. 

Princeton,  Asa  Wheteomb,  Esq; 

Ashbur?iham,  Mr.  W.  Wheteomb. 

Winchendon,  Abel  Wilder,  Esq  ; 

Upton. 

Dudley,  Edward  Davis,  Esq  ; 

Paxton. 

Barre,  Col.  Nathan  Sj^arhawk. 

Ward,  Capt  John  Prentiss. 

Milford. 

Sterling,  William  Putnam,  Esq ; 


County  of  Cumberland. 


Falmouth. 

No7-th  Yarmouth,  Ed.  Russell, Esq  ; 

Scarboro\  Col.  Benj.  Laraby. 

Oorhayyi,  Mr.  Josiah  Thatcher. 

Caj^e  Elizabeth,  Mr  Geo.  Deake. 

Brunswick. 

Ilarpswell. 

Windham. 


New  Oloucester,  I.  Parsons,  Esq ; 

Gray. 

Bakerstown. 

Sylvester. 

Bridgetown. 

Pearsontown. 

Eaymondtown. 

Royalborough. 


County  of  Lincoln. 
Potvnalboro\  Mr  Abiel  Wood.  Woohvich. 

Georgetown,  Mr.  Nath.  Wj'man.         Topjsham. 
New  Castle,  Mr.  Jona.  Jones,  jun.       Bowdoinham, 
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County  of  Lincoln  —  Concluded. 


Boothbmi,  Capt.  Paul  Ueed. 

Bristol,  William  Jones,  Esq; 

Vassalboroniih. 

Winlhrop,  Mr  Jona  Whiting. 

IVinslow. 

Waldoboro\  Capt.  Jacob  Ludwig. 

Edgecombe. 

Hnllowcll. 

Belfast. 

Warren. 

Thomastown. 

County  of 

Sheffield  &  Ml. }  Theo  Sedgwick, 
Washington,  ^  J.  Fellows,  Esqrs 
Great  Bari'ington,  Maj.  W.  King. 
Fartridgefield,  Mr.  Eben.  Peirce. 
i\r?/>  Marlboro\  Mr  Noah  Church. 
Williamstown,  INIr.  Thompson  J. 

Skinner. 
Lanesborotigh. 
Pittsfield. 
Lenox. 

Siockbridge,  Hon.  John  Bacon, Esq 
Egremont,  Capt.  Oliver  Pier. 
Tyringham,  Capt.  Ez.  Ilerrick. 
Sajidisjield,  Mr.  James  Ayrault. 


Balk. 

IHttst07l. 

St.  George\s. 

Medumcook. 

Walpole. 

Hoivardstotvn. 

Norwich  Walk. 

Sterlington. 

Lewistown. 

Ballstoivn. 

Wales. 

Berkshire. 

Becket. 
G  ageborough. 

Hancock,  Sam.  Hand,  Esq ; 
Bichmofid,  I\Ir.  William  Liisk. 
Loudon. 
Washington. 
West  Stockbridge. 
Alford. 

Adams,  Jacob  Stafford,  Esq  ; 
Ashaivelet- Equivalent. 
;     New  Ashford. 
Lee. 
Windsor,  Capt.  L.  Grosvenor. 


By  the  Return  of  the  Votes  of  the  qualified  Electors  in  the  several 
Towns  within  this  Commonwealth,  it  appeai'ed,  that 

His  Excellency  JOHN  HANCOCK,  Esq  ; 
was  chosen  Governor,  and 

His  Honor  THOMAS  GUSHING,  Esq ; 
Lieutenant-Governor,  —  by  a  Majority  of  Votes. 

The  two  Branches  of  the  Genei'al  Court  made  choice  of  the  follow- 
ing Gentlemen,  Councillors,  to  advise  the  Governor  for  the  current 
Year,  viz. : 


Hon.  Jeremiah  Powell, 
Walter  Spooner, 
Benjamin  Chadbourne, 
James  Prescott, 
Moses  Gill,  Esquires. 


Hon.  Timothy  Danielson, 
Nathan  Gushing, 
Jonathan  Greenleaf, 
Aaron  Wood,  Esquires. 


And  JOHN  AVERY,  Esq;  was  elected  Secretary. 

The  Honorable  the  Senate  made  choice  of  INIr.  WILLIAINI  BAKER, 
jun  for  their  Clerk;  and  the  Honorable  House  of  Representatives 
made  choice  of  Mr.  GEORGE  R.  MI  NOT,  to  be  their  Clerk. 
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Cliapter  1. 

Chap.    1      RKSOLVE   DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  FORWARD   CERTAIN 
^  '  PAPER  MONEY  TO  PHILADELPHIA. 

Whereas,  in  ohedience  to  a  late  resolve  of  the  General 
Court,  Seven  hundred  and  sixty-three  thousand,  nine  hun- 
dred and  lhirty-eii;ht  dollars,  of  the  emissions  o/' May  20, 
1777,  and  April  11,  1778,  iv ere  delivered  to  Thomas  Ivers, 
Esq;  Treasurer  of  the  Conui/on/realth ,  subject  to  the  order 
q/  Michael  Hillegas,  J^'.s//;  Continental  2\easurer ;  and  the 
said  Ililletyas /^a^7«  ordered  the  said  dollars  to  he  forwarded 
to  Philadelphia  : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Thomas  Ivers  do  inimedititely 
forward  the  same  to  the  said  Micliael  lIiUe(jas,  at  Phila- 
delphia, and  that  he  take  duplicate  receipts  therefor,  one 
of  which  to  be  lodged  in  the  Secretary's  office. 

May  30,  17 S3. 

Cliapter  2. 

Chap.  2  RESOLVE  DISCHARGING  THE  COMMITTEE  APPOINTED  TO  TAKE 
UP  MONEY  ON  ABSENTEES'  ESTATES,  AND  A  COMMITTEE  FOR 
SALE  OF  ABSENTEES'  ESTATES  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  SUFFOLK, 
AND  THE  LATE  AGENT,  FROM  ALL  SUMS  THEY  HAVE  RE- 
CEIVED IN  THEIR  SEVERAL  CAPACITIES. 

Resolved,  That  Caleh  Davis,  James  Prescott,  Thomas 
Dawes,  Ehenezer  Wales,  and  Samuel  Henshaw,  Esquires, 
a  committee  to  take  up  money  on  the  credit  of  Absentees' 
Estates  ;  and  Caleb  Davis,  Ebenezer  Wales,  Samuel  Hen- 
shaw, and  Richard  Cranch,  Esquires,  a  committee  for  sale 
and  leasing  Absentees'  Estates  in  the  county  of  Suffolk; 
and  Caleb  Davis,  Esq;  late  agent  of  this  Commonwealth, 
be,  and  they  hereby  are  discharged,  from  all  sums  of 
money  belonging  to  this  Commonwealth,  they  have  re- 
ceived in  their  several  cai)acities,  they  having  made  it 
appear  to  this  Court,  that  the  same  has  been  paid  to  the 
Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth.  Jane  4,  1783. 

Chapter  3. 

Chat).  3      I^ESOLVE    DIRECTING   NAVAL   OFFICERS  TO  ENTER  AND    CLEAR 
'  *  OUT  ALL  BRITISH   VESSELS,  GOODS,    WARES    AND   MERCHAN- 

DIZE, &c. 

Whereas  there  is  a  prospect  that  the  definitive  treat//  of 
peace  between  the   United  States  of  America  arid  Great 
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Britain,  may  soon  arrive;  and  it  appears  necessart/  that 
until  a  treaty  of  commerce  shall  be  settled  and  concluded 
upon,  it  is  expedient  provision,  should  be  made  for  the 
entrance  and  clearance  of  vessels  that  have  arrived,  or  may 
arrive,  from  any  jxirt  of  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain, 
into  any  of  the  ports  or  places  of  this  CommonirealtJi : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  permission  be  granted  for  the 
entry  and  clearing  out  of  all  vessels  that  have  arrived,  or 
may  hereafter  arrive,  within  this  Commonwealth,  from 
any  port  or  place  under  the  dominion  of  the  King  of 
Ureal  Britain;  and  that  all  Naval  Officers  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  authorized  and  impowered,  to  admit  such 
vessels  to  be  entered  and  cleared  out  of  their  respective 
ottices ;  and  to  give  permission  for  the  landing  of  the 
goods,  wares  or  merchandize  imported  in  them,  the  mas- 
ters or  commanders  thereof  complying  with  all  the  laws 
and  regulations  of  this  Commonwealth,  respecting  trade 
and  navigation  ;  and  all  goods,  wares  or  merchandize, 
imported  in  such  vessels,  may  be  sold  any  w^here  within 
this  Connnonwealth,  the  duties  thereon,  in  common  Avith 
those  of  any  other  nation,  being  tii'st  secured  to  govern- 
ment, any  law  or  resolve  of  the  General  Court  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding.  June  4,  1783. 


Chapter  4. 

A  GRANT  OF  THREE  POUNDS  TO  COMFORT  JOXES,  FOR  THE  nhf^.^  A 
LOSS  OF  A  GUN,  AND  EMPOWERING  SAMUEL  HAND,  ESQ;  TO  '^'*"i^'  * 
RECEIVE  THE  WAGES  DUE  TO  GARDNER  HILL,  DECEASED. 

On  the  petition  of  Comfort  J oims,  praying  alloivance  for 
a  ;/un,  ^oJiicJi  was  lost  in  the  battle  of  Stone  Arabia,  on  the 
WHh  of  October,  1780,  as  set  forth  in  the  said  petition; 
and  that  some  person  may  be  itnpowered  to  receive  the 
ivarfes  q/* Gardner  Hill,  who  was  slain  in  the  said  battle: 

Resolved.  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  granted  ; 
and  that  there  be  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury  of  this 
Connnonwealth,  unto  the  said  Comfort  Jones,  three 
jwunds,  in  full  for  said  gun. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  Samuel  Hand,  Esq  ; 
be,  and  he  is,  hereby  impowered,  to  receive  the  wages 
that  were  due  to  the  said  Gardner  Hill,  deceased,  for  the 
beuetit  of  the  heirs  of  the  said  deceased,  and  give  a  proper 
discharire  therefor.  June  4,  17S8. 
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Chap. 


Chapter  5. 

5      RESOLVE     DIRECTING    THE    COMMISSARY    GENERAL    TO     SELL 
THE   SLOOP    WINTHROP  AT   PUBLIC   AUCTION. 

Resolved,  That  Ridiard  Devens,  Esq  ;  Coniniissary 
General,  be,  and  hereby  is,  directed  to  sell  at  public 
auction,  (after  giving  suitable  notice  thereof)  the  sloop 
Winthrop,  with  all  her  appurtenances,  except  her  guns 
and  military  stores,  for  the  most  the  same  will  fetch  ;  and 
pay  the  proceeds  into  the  public  treasury  of  this  Common- 
wealth, taking  duplicate  receipts  therefor,  one  of  which  to 
be  lodged  in  the  Secretary's  office  ;  the  said  proceeds  to 
remain  for  the  further  order  of  the  General  Court. 

June  4,  17 S3. 

Chapter  6. 

Chan  G     ^iesolve  on  the  petition  of  ephraim  ellis,  missionary 

'  *  TO     THE     HERRING     POND     INDIANS,     EMPOWERING      SETH 

FREEMAN,    ESQ;    TO    SELL    PART    OF    THE    LAND,    FOR    THE 
PURPOSES   MENTIONED. 

0)1  the  petition  of  Ephraim  Ellis,  Missionary  to  the 
Herring  Pond  Indians,  whicJi  said  petition  is  presented  at 
the  request  of  the  said  Indians,  praying  for  liberty  to  sell 
so  much  of  the  lands  belonging  to  the  said  Herring  Pond 
Indians,  lying  in  the  town  of  Plymouth,  as  luill  produce 
about  one  hundred  pounds,  for  the  pu7poses  set  forth  in 
the  said  petition  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  Seth  Freeman,  of  Sandwich,  Esq;  be,  and 
hereby  is,  fully  authorized  to  sell  and  convey,  by  a  lawful 
deed  or  deeds  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers,  so  much  of 
the  aforesaid  lands  as  will  fetch  one  hundred  ])Ounds,  law- 
ful money  ;  the  said  land  to  be  sold  at  public  or  private 
sale,  as  shall  be  thought  by  the  aforesaid  Seth  Freeman, 
most  for  the  benetit  of  the  said  Indians ;  taking  care  not 
to  incroach  on  the  said  Indians  house  lots,  nor  sell  any  of 
their  wood  lands  that  lay  most  convenient  for  their  own 
use  :  And  the  money  arising  by  the  sale  of  the  said  land, 
after  paying  charges  of  sale,  shall  be  first  applied  to  the 
])urpose  of  paying  the  aforesaid  Missionary  for  services 
done  in  preaching  to  the  said  Indians,  and  if  any  shall 
remain  after  such  payment  be  made,  the  same  shall  be 
applied  for  the  purpose  of  paying  such  Protestant  Teacher 
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as  shall  hereafter  be  appointed  to  preach  among  the  said 
Indians;  he  the  said  8eth  Freeman,  first  giving  bond  to 
the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of  Barnstable,  that 
the  money  arising  by  the  said  sale  shall  be  applied  to  the 
purposes  aforesaid.  June  5,  1783. 

Chapter  7. 

RESOLVE  ON  GENERAL  WASHINGTOX'S  LETTER,  APRIL  14,  njinqj  7 
1783,  ENCLOSING  SUNDRY  QUERIES  FROM  THE  PAYMASTER  ^  ^I  '  * 
OF  THE  ARMY,  RESPECTING  THEIR  SETTLEMENT,  REQUEST- 
ING THE  GOVERNOR  TO  WRITE  TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  UPON 
THE  SUBJECT,  AND  TO  ENCLOSE  HIM  THE  ANSWER  TO  HIS 
QUERIES  BY  THE  COMMITTEE  FOR  SETTLING  WITH  THE 
ARMY. 

The  Committee  to  whom  ivas  referred  the  queries  of  the 
Paymaster  General  to  the  States,  report  the  following 
ansicers,  wliich  are  submitted. 

In  answer  to  the  first  query,  the  Committee  say  : 

1st.  The  State  of  Massachusetts,  by  a  Committee  of  the 
General  Court,  in  conjunction  with  a  Committee  from  the 
Massachusetts  Line  of  the  Army,  adopted  the  following 
principles  for  a  settlement  with  them  for  their  three  years' 
service,  from  January  1st,  1777,  to  December  31,  1779. 

That  the  ofiicers  and  soldiers  of  the  Line  and  Stafl'of  said 
State,  should  have  credit  for  the  amount  of  their  wages 
for  the  whole  of  the  said  three  years,  in  solid  money. 

That  they  should  be  charged  with  the  value  of  the 
nominal  sum  received  from  the  Continent ;  supposing  in 
the  settlement  they  have  received  the  whole  nominal  sum 
for  the  three  years'  service  in  old  money.  The  rate  at 
which  the  State  settled  and  charged  the  value  of  the  old 
money  they  received,  was  determined  by  a  scale  adopted 
by  the  two  Committees  aforesaid,  and  confirmed  by  the 
General  Court. 

They  were  not  charged  with  cloathing  or  any  other 
articles  received  from  the  Continent  (except  their  wages) 
in  the  said  settlement.  The  balance  due  to  them  for  the 
said  three  years'  service,  they  received  in  four  Treasurer's 
notes,  for  equal  sums,  on  interest,  payable  at  certain 
periods,  the  value  being  fixed  in  said  notes. 

2d  and  3d.  They  considered  the  army  as  paid  in  old 
money,  for  1780,  no  further  than  to  the  time  returned  by 
the  Paymaster  General  to  this  Court's  Committee  for 
settling  with  the  array,  which  was  various  ;  some  regiments 
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received  six  months'  pay,  from  January  1st  to  July  1st, 
1780;  some  only  three  months'  pay,  to  AjJi'il  1st,  1780; 
and  other  regiments  have  received  no  pay  for  1780,  in  old 
money  ;  and  the  Army,  in  their  settlement  with  this  State 
for  1780,  have  been  charged  according  to  said  retm'ns. 

The  sum  charged,  is  at  the  rate  of  seven  pence,  solid 
money,  for  every' forty  shillings  received  in  paper,  accord- 
ing to  the  Massachusetts  Scale  of  Depreciation,  at  the  time 
they  received  the  same. 

4th.  No  depreciation  or  allowance  has  been  made  by 
the  State  of  Massachusetts,  in  their  settlement  with  the 
Army,  either  in  the  three  years'  settlement  or  the  settle- 
ment for  1780,  for  subsistance  money  or  back  rations. 

5th.  The  State  of  Massachusetts  have  settled  with 
their  quota  of  the  Army,  both  Line  and  Staff,  for  the  whole 
of  the  year  1780,  agreeable  to  principles  adopted  by  a 
Committee  of  the  General  Court,  in  conjunction  with  a 
Committee  from  the  Army.  They  have  given  them  credit 
for  twelve  months'  wages  in  solid  money  ;  they  have  also 
credited  them  for  omissions  made  in  the  three  years'  settle- 
ment, viz. :  additional  pay  to  the  Staff  Officers,  which  they 
have  not  credit  for  in  the  three  years'  settlement ;  depre- 
ciation on  the  delay  of  paj^ment  of  their  wages,  viz. :  the 
difference  between  the  value  of  their  pay  when  it  became 
due,  and  the  time  they  received  it,  and  interest  on  the 
above  omissions.  The  last  three  months'  pay  in  1780, 
they  received  in  hard  money,  and  for  the  balance  of  the 
other  nine  months,  after  deducting  seven  pence  for  every 
forty  shillings  they  received  in  old  money  towards  their 
wages  for  said  year,  they  have  received  three  Treasurer's 
Notes,  of  equal  sums,  payable  at  certain  periods,  for  specie, 
with  interest  till  paid. 

6th.  The  Army  have  not  accounted  with  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  for  any  pay  or  articles  received  of  the 
Continent,  after  August  1st,  1780. 

CoMMON^VEALTH  OF  Mttssachusetts. 

In  Senate,  June  5th,  1783. 

Read  and  accepted,  and  thereupon  Ordered^,  That  his 
Excellency  the  Governor  be  requested  to  write  to  his 
Excellency  General  Washington,  in  reply  to  his  letter  of 
the  l-lth  of  April  last,  enclosing  the  aforegoing  answers 
to  the  several  queries  of  the  Paymaster  General,  therein 
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contained,  and  informing  him  that  several  Officers  and 
Soldiers  have  been  overpaid,  in  their  settlement  for  1780, 
Avhich  it  will  be  necessary  to  charge  in  their  settlement 
for  1781  ;  and  that  a  list  of  the  names  of  such  Officers  and 
Soldiers,  with  the  sums  they  are  severally  indebted,  will 
be  transmitted  to  the  Paymaster  General  by  the  next  post, 
as  also  an  account  of  small  stores  delivered  to  the  3Iassa- 
chusetfs  Line  by  the  Commissary  of  this  State,  in  the 
year  1781.  June  5,  1783. 

Chapter  8. 

A    GRANT    OF    SEVENTY-FOUR    rOUNDS    SIX    SHILLIXGS    AXD  njffjjy         Q 
FOUR    PEXCE    TO    JUXIPER    BERTHIAUME,    RECOLLET,   IN-  ^"'^F' 
STRUCTOR  TO  THE    PEXOBSCOT   TRIBE    OF    INDIANS;    ALSO 
FORTY-EIGHT  SHILLIXGS   FOR  DEFRAYING  SAID  JUXIPER'S 
BOARD. 

On  the  petition  of  Juniper  Berthiaume,  Recollet,  In- 
st7'iicf07'  to  the  Penobscot  tribe  of  Indians  : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  Juniper  Ber- 
thiaume, Recollet,  Instructor  to  the  Penobscot  tribe  of 
Indians,  Seventy  four  p)ounds  six  shillings  and  four  jjence, 
which  sum  shall  be  in  full  for  his  wages  and  rations  to  the 
first  day  of  this  instant,  June:  also  the  sum  oi  forty-eight 
shillings  to  defray  the  said  Junij)er''s  board.  The  said 
Sums  to  be  charged  to  the  United  States  ;  and  that  he  be 
discharged  from  any  further  service.  June  5,  1783. 


Chapter  9. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THREE  INDIANS,  IMPOWER- 
ING  THE  COMMISSARY  GENERAL  TO  DELIVER  CERTAIN 
ARTICLES,   AND  GRANTING  THEM    TWELVE  POUXDS. 

On  the  petition  of  three  of  the  Indian  Chiefs  of  the 
Penobscot  tribe: 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissary  General  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  impowered  and  directed  to  deliver  each  of  the 
petitioners,  one  Blanket,  one  Shirt,  one  pair  of  Shoes,  cloth 
for  one  pair  of  Stockings,  one  Hat,  one  Musket,  tw^o  pounds 
of  Powder,  four  pounds  of  Shot,  and  six  Flints.  And  he  is 
further  directed,  to  send  Ezehiel  Pattee,  Esq  ;  six  Muskets, 
one  hundred  pounds  of  Powder,  four  hundred  pounds  of 
Shot,  twenty  Blankets,  twenty  Shirts,  two  hundred  Flints, 


Chap. 
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fifty  Knives  and  twenty  Hatchets,  to  be  distributed  among 
the  Penobscot  tribe  of  Indians,  to  enable  them  to  procure 
a  sustenance. 

Be  it  further  Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid 
out  of  the  public  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the 
three  Indian  Chiefs  aforesaid,  a  sum  not  exceeding  Twelve 
pounds,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  pay  their  board  while  in 
this  town,  and  to  pay  their  passage  on  their  return. 

June  5,  1783. 


Chap.  10 


Chapter  10. 

RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  COMMITTEE  FOR  SETTLING  WITH 
THE  COMMITTEES  OF  ABSENTEES'  ESTATES,  TO  APPLY  TO 
SAID  COMMITTEES  FOR  A  SETTLEMENT  OF  THEIR  ACCOUNTS 
AND   TO   REQUIRE   THEM   TO   PAY   THEIR   BALANCES. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  settling  with  the  Com- 
mittees on  Absentees'  Estates,  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
directed,  to  apply,  in  the  most  expeditious  and  pointed 
manner,  to  the  said  Committees  in  the  diiferent  counties, 
for  a  settlement  of  their  accounts,  and  to  require  them  to 
pay  the  balances  which  may  be  coming  to  the  Common- 
wealth, into  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  August  next ;  and  if  not  then  discharged,  they 
are  directed  to  furnish  the  said  Treasurer  with  a  list  of 
the  delinquents,  who  is  hereby  impowered  and  ordered 
to  prosecute  them  to  final  judgment.  June  5,  1788. 

Chapter  11. 

Char>     11  ^  GRANT  OF  TWO  POUNDS  TO  THE   ASSESSORS  OF  THE  TOWN 
^'  OF    STURBRIDGE,    IN    DISCHARGE    OF    THEIR    ACCOUNT     OF 

FEES. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Assessors  of  the  town  of  Sturbridge, 
setting  forth,  that  through  a  mistalne  an  execution  issued 
against  said  toivn,  from  the  late  Treasurer  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, for  the  deficiency  of  one  man,  for  the  three 
years'  service;  on  which  execution,  the  said  Assessors  paid 
the  sheriff^ s  fees,  although  said  fine  ivas  7'emitted  to  said 
town  by  a  resolve  of  the  General  Court. 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  pub- 
lic treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  Assessors  of  the 
said  town  of  Sturbridge,  the  sum  oi forty  shillings,  in  full 
discharge  of  their  account  for  the  said  fees. 

June  5,  1783. 
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Chapter  13. 

RESOLVE     ON    THE     PETITION    OF    THE    SELECTMEN    OF    THE  (JJiaj).    12 
TOWN    OF    PEMBROKE,    IMFOWERING    ALEXANDER     SOPER  ^  ' 

TO   COLLECT  THE   TAXES   COMMITTED  TO   LVCREASE  ROBIN- 
SOS  TO   COLLECT. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  toivn  o/"  Pembroke, 
setting  forth,  that  in  the  month  of  March,  1782,  one 
Increase  Robinson  was  chosen  Collector  of  Taxes  in  said 
town,  for  the  year  then  next  ensuing,  but  has  since  removed 
out  of  the  said  town,  by  jneans  whereof  -part  of  the  taxes 
committed  to  him  to  collect,  are  left  uncollected;  and  there- 
fore praying,  that  Alexander  Soper  may  be  impowered  to 
collect  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  Alexander  Soper  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
impowered  to  collect  all  such  taxes  as  were  committed  to 
Increase  Robinson  to  collect  from  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Pembroke,  and  left  by  him  uncollected ;  in  as  full 
and  ample  a  manner,  as  the  said  Robinson  might  have 
done,  b}^  virtue  of  any  w^ar rants,  assessments,  or  other 
powers,  which  may  have  been  given  to  him  ;  and  that  the 
said  Alexander  Soper  shall  be  in  all  respects  answerable 
touching  the  collection  and  payment  of  such  taxes,  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  said  Robinson  now  is,  or  would  have 
been,  if  this  resolve  had  not  passed  :  And  all  Treasurers 
are  hereby  authorized  and  impowered  to  issue  their 
executions  against  the  said  Soper,  for  said  taxes,  or  any 
part  of  them,  as  may  remain  due  and  unpaid,  as  they 
might  heretofore  have  issued  against  the  said  Robinson. 

Jujie  o,  1783. 

Chapter  13. 

RESOLVE     ON     THE     MEMORIAL     OF     CAPT.     PEREZ     CUSHING,  Q1,ar)     13 
GRANTING  FORTT-TWO  POUNDS  OUT  OF  THE  TAX  GRANTED  -^* 

IN   MARCH  LAST,  FOR  APPREHENDING  SEVEN   SOLDIERS. 

On  the  memorial  of  Capt.  Perez  Gushing,  praying  that 
lie  may  be  allowed  bounties  for  apprehending  and  securing 
seven  soldiers,  who  v:ere  inlisfed  and  mustered  for  the 
Continental  army ,  viz. :  John  Veals,  David  Truman,  Isaac 
Hathaway,  Francis  Stuben,  Elisha  Cole,  Samuel  Curastock 
and  Silas  Baker. 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  memorial  be 
granted,  and  that  there  be  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury 
of  this  Commonwealth,  unto  the  said  Perez  Cushing,  the 
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sum  of  Forty-tivo  pounds,  out  of  the  tax  granted  in  March 
last,  in  full  compensation  for  the  said  service  ;  and  that  the 
said  sum  of  Forty-two  pounds  be  charged  to  the  United 
States,  and  an  account  thereof  transmitted  by  the  Secretary 
of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  order 
that  the  same  may  be  deducted  out  of  the  wages  of  the 
aforesaid  deserters.  June  5,  1783. 

Chapter  14. 

Chart    14  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  john  king,  allowing  two 

\j>aujJ.  POUNDS,   FIVE   SHILLINGS    AND    FIVE    PENCE,    FOR  TAXES 

COMMITTED  TO   HIM  TO   COLLECT,   IN  THE  YEAR   1772. 

On  the  petition  of  John  King,  praying  that  he  may  be 
alloiued  Eight  pounds,  fourteen  shillings  and  ten  pence,  it 
being  part  for  taxes  committed  to  him  to  collect  in  the 
year  1 772  ;  and  which  sum  he  paid  to  a  committee  in  the 
town  q/* Norton,  agreeable  to  a  resolution  of  the  Provincial 
Congress;  and  that  the  aforesaid  sum  was  carried  to  the 
credit  of  the  said  toum,  but  omitted  to  be  passed  to  the 
credit  of  the  said  King,  in  the  Treasurer's  books;  and  that 
by  reason  thereof,  an  execution  was  issued  against  the  said 
King,  in  the  year  1778,  and  he  thereby  obliged  to  pay  the 
aforesaid  sum  q/"  Eight  pounds,  fourteen  shillings  and  eight 
pence,  a  second  time:   Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  said  John  lying. 
Two  pounds,  five  shillings  and  five  pence,  in  full  compen- 
sation for  the  aforesaid  sum  of  Eight  pounds,  fourteen 
shillings  and  eight  pence,  which  sum  was  paid  by  the  said 
King  into  the  Treasury,  in  the  year  1778. 

June  6,  1783. 

Chapter  15. 

Chan   15  Resolve  on  the  petition  of  abiah  hall,  executor  to 

^  '  BRIAN  hall,  deceased,  IMPOWERING  HER  TO    MAKE    SALE 

OF  THE   LAND   MENTIONED. 

On  the  p)etition  of  Abiah  Hall,  Executor  to  the  last  will 
and  testament  of  Brian  Hall,  late  of  Norton,  in  the  county 
of  Bristol,  deceased,  praying  that  she  may  be  impowered 
to  make  sale  of  so  much  of  the  said  deceased's  real  estate, 
as  icill  be  sufficient  to  discharge  his  just  debts  and  charges, 
for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  said  petition: 
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Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  said  Ahiah  Hall  be,  and  she  is,  hereby  author- 
ized and  impowered  to  make  sale  of  so  much  of  that  part 
of  the  said  deceased's  real  estate,  that  was  given  in  his 
last  will  to  his  three  sons,  viz. :  John,  Brian  and  Silas,  as 
may  be  sufficient  to  pay  all  the  said  JBinan's  just  debts, 
that  remain  unpaid,  and  all  intervening  charges  ;  to  be 
sold  where  it  will  be  least  prejudicial  to  the  remaining 
part  of  the  said  estate,  and  to  give  a  good  and  lawful  deed 
or  deeds  of  the  same  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  thereof ; 
she,  the  said  Ahiah,  observing  the  rules  and  directions  of 
the  law  for  the  sale  of  real  estates  by  executors  and  admin- 
istrators, and  giving  bond,  with  sufficient  sureties,  to  the 
Judge  of  Proliate  for  the  county  of  Bristol,  for  the  faithful 
performance  of  the  said  trust.  June  7,  1783. 


Chapter  16. 

RESOLVE  ALLOWING  AN  ABATEMENT  ON  THE  TOWN  OF  DART- 
MOUTH, OF  EIGHT  THOUSAND  THREE  HUNDRED  NINETY- 
THREE  POUNDS  AND  SIX  FENCE,  OUT  OF  THE  TAX  OF 
MARCH,   1783. 

On  the  petition  of  the  toion  q/"  Dartmouth,  setting  forth, 
that  they  were  fined  in  the  last  Tax  Act,  for  a  number  of 
three  years'  men,  ivhich  they  supposed  they  raised,  agree- 
able to  orders  of  the  General  Court,  of  the  2d  of  Decem- 
ber, 1780,  and  praying  an  abatement  of  the  said  fines: 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  Eight  thousand  three  hun- 
dred ninety-three  pounds  and  six  pence,  be,  and  hereby  is, 
abated  to  the  town  oi  Dartmouth,  for  the  fines  and  allow- 
ance of  the  average  prices  of  thirty-nine  men  ;  the  average 
cost  of  which,  with  ten  per  cent,  added  thereto,  was  as- 
sessed on  the  denomination  of  Christians,  called  Quakers, 
in  the  said  town,  as  appears  by  a  certificate  from  the 
Assessors,  agreeable  to  the  Militia  Act  of  this  Common- 
wealth. And  the  Treasurer  is  directed  to  allow  the  said 
town  of  Dartmouth  the  above  sum  out  of  the  tax  of  March 
last.  June  7,  1783. 

Chapter  17. 

RESOLVE    ON    THE    PETITION    OF    DAVID    BENTON,    GRANTING 
HIM   A  SMALL  TRACT  OF  LAND,  UPON  CERTAIN  CONDITIONS. 

On  the  ])etition  o/"  David  Benton,  praying  for  a  grant  of 
a  small  tract  of  land,  in  the  said  p)etition  mentioned. 


!"  Chap,  16 


Chap,  17 
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Resolved,  That  the  said  tract  of  land,  be,  and  the  same 
hereby  is,  granted  unto  the  said  David  Benton,  his  heirs 
and  assigns,  provided  the  same  interfere  with  no  former 
grant,  and  provided  the  said  David  Benton  shall  pay  unto 
the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  what  the  said  tract 
of  land  shall  be  apprized  at,  on  oath,  by  John  Ashley  and 
John  Felloius,  Esq'rs.  who  are  hereby  impowered  for  that 
purpose,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  3Iay,  which  will  be 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-four.  June  10,  1783. 


Chapter  18. 

Char)    18  i^esolve  on  the  petition  of  zebediah  wtman^,  impower- 

\y  I  JJ.  O  j^^  ^jjg  JUDGES  OF  THE  SUPREME  JUDICIAL  COURT,  TO 
INQUIRE  INTO  A  JUDGMENT  BY  THEM  GIVEN  AT  THE 
COURT  AT  CONCORD,  UPON  THE  COMPLAINT  OF  THE  SAID 
WTMAN,  AGAINST  JONATHAN  STICKNEY,   AND   OTHERS. 

On  the  'petition  of  Zebediah  Wyman,  praying  that  the 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  may  be  impoioered 
to  rectify  a  mistake  in  a  judgment  given  upon  an  action 
brought  by  him  against  Jonathan  Stickney,  Benjamin 
Bowers  and  Josiah  Bowers,  and  in  which  action  they 
tuere  defaulted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  at  a  Court  by  them  to  be  holden  at  Ipswich, 
within  and  for  the  county  of  Essex,  on  the  third  Tuesday 
of  June  inst.  or  at  any  other  terra,  be,  and  they  hereby 
are,  impowered  to  inquire  into  a  judgment  by  them  given 
at  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  holden  at  Concord,  within 
and  for  the  county  of  Middlesex,  on  the  second  Tuesday 
of  April  last  past,  upon  the  complaint  of  said  Wyman, 
against  the  said  Stickney,  Benjamin  Boicers  and  Josiah 
Bowers;  and  also  to  inquire  into  the  judgment  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  appealed  from  in  the  said  case, 
and  to  enter  up  judgment  for  any  such  sum  as  may  appear 
to  them  to  have  been  omitted  in  either  of  said  judgments, 
and  which  ought  to  have  been  by  law  considered  in 
rendering  the  same  judgments,  or  either  of  them,  and  to 
issue  execution  thereon,  in  due  form  of  law. 

June  12,  1783. 
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Chapter  19. 

RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  COMMISSARY  GENERAL  TO  DISPOSE  /^^yy^  IQ 
OF  SUNDRY  ARTICLES,  AND  TO  PAY  THE  .PROCEEDS  INTO  ^'^"/'*  ^*^ 
THE   TREASURY. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissary  General  of  this  Com- 
monwealth he,  and  he  is,  hereby  directed  to  sell  all  the 
flat  bottom  boats  belonging  to  this  State,  except  two,  and 
all  the  public  stores  enumerated  in  a  return  made  by  him 
to  the  General  Court,  on  the  31st  oi  May  last,  except  the 
articles  specified  in  the  annexed  schedule  ;  in  such  manner 
as  to  him  shall  appear  most  for  the  interest  of  the  Com- 
monwealth ;  and  to  pay  the  proceeds  into  the  public  treas- 
ury, taking  duplicate  receipts  therefor,  one  of  which  to  be 
lodged  with  and  recorded  by  the  Secretary. 

SCHEDULE. 


Cannon,  with  their  carriages 

and  apparatus, 
Blunderbusses, 
Ball, 
Shott, 
Shells, 
Flints, 
Powder  horns, 


ISIatch  rope, 
30  barrels  Beef, 
20  barrels  Pork, 

120  gallons  Molasses, 

150  lb.  Soap, 
90  1b  Candles, 
50  bushels  Salt. 


June  14,  1783. 


Chapter  20. 

RESOLVE  ON    THE    PETITION    OF  JASE    TACANASH,   IMPOWER-  QJiaj-n     20 
ING    EBENEZEB     SMITH    TO     SELL    PART    OF    THE     ESTATE  1  '    "' 

3IENTI0NED,   AFTER  THE   ACCOUNTS  ARE  ALLOWED. 

On  the  petition  of  Jane  Tacanash,  an  Indian  ivoman: 
Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  petitioner  be  allowed  to  make  out  her 
accounts  for  the  service  done,  as  mentioned  in  the  said 
petition,  and  present  the  same  to  the  Judge  of  Probate 
for  the  county  oi  DuJces  County,  to  be  by  him  examined ; 
and  that  such  sum  as  appears  to  the  said  Judge  to  be  due 
to  the  petitioner,  be  allowed. 

And  1)0  it  further  Resolved,  That  after  the  examination 
and  allowance  of  the  said  account,  either  in  whole  or  in 
part,  by  the  said  Judge;  Ebenezer  Smith,  Esq;  be,  and 
is,  hereby  authorized  and  impowered,  to  make  sale  of 
so  much  of  the  real  estate  of  the  deceased  Peter  Raid's, 
as  shall  satisfy  the    said    debt,    and    to    give   good    and 
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sufficient  conveyance  thereof  to  any  purchaser  or  pur- 
chasers;  he,  the  said  Ebenezer  Smith,  Esq;  first  giving 
bond,  with  sufficient  sureties,  to  the  said  Judge  of  Pro- 
bate, that  the  rieat  proceeds  of  such  sale  shall  be  applied 
for  the  purposes  aforesaid.  June  14,  1783. 


Chapter  21. 

Char)    21  i^^solve  on  the  petition  of  the  town  of  Rutland,  de- 
^  '  glaring  null  and  void  a  resolve  passed  the  20th  of 

february,  1782,  directing  said  town  to  pay  the  town 
of  sterling  ninety  pounds. 

On  the  petition  of  the  town  of  Rutland  : 
Resolved,  That  a  resolve  of  the  General  Court,  of  the 
20th  day  of  February,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-two,  directing  the  said  town  of  Rut- 
land to  pay  unto  the  town  of  Sterling,  the  sum  of  ninety 
poimds,  be,  and  the  said  resolve  is  hereby  repealed  and 
declared  null  and  void.  June  16,  1783. 


Chapter  32. 

Char)   22  resolve  entitling  major  william  lithgow,  to  one  third 

^'  PAY  AS  A  WOUNDED  OFFICER. 

Upon  the  I'epresentation  of  John  Lucas,  Commissary 
of  Pensionei's,  in  behalf  of  Major  William  Lithgow,  of 
Col.  Francis's  regiment,  ivJio  ivas  loounded  in  the  Army, 
the  19th  of  September,  1777,  and  by  means  thereof  hath 
lost  the  use  of  one  of  his  arms: 

Resolved,  That  the  said  William  Lithgoiu  be  intitled  to 
one  third  part  of  pay,  from  the  time  of  his  discharge  from 
the  Army,  until  the  further  order  of  this  Court,  or  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States.  June  16,  1783. 

Chapter  23. 

Chap.  23  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  moses  inglee,  directing 

-^  '  the  treasurer  to  credit  the  town  of  HALIFAX  FOR  A 

fine  set  upon  said  town. 

071  the  petition  of  Moses  Inglee,  in  behalf  of  the  town 
of  Halifax,  in  the  county  o/ Plymouth  : 

Resolved,  That  for  special  reasons  appearing  to  this 
Court,  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  is,  hereby  directed  to 
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credit  the  said  town  of  Halifax,  in  the  hist  State  Tax,  the 
sum  of  twenty  pounds,  eight  shiUings  and  four  pence, 
being  the  fine  set  upon  the  said  town  for  not  sending  a 
Representative  to  the  General  Court  last  year. 

June  16,  1783. 

Chapter  24. 

RESOLVE   DIRECTING  HUOn   ORR,   ESQ;    AND    OTHERS,  A  COM-  (JJinj)     94 
MITTEE  TO  SELL  OR  LEASE  THE    FURNACE,  &c.,  AT  BRIDGE-  -^  * 

U'ATER,rO  PAY  THE  GOVERNMENT  SECURITIES  THEY  HAVE 
RECEIVED  TO  THE  TREASURER. 

W/iereas  a  resolution  passed  the  General  Court  in 
February  last,  directing  Hugh  Orr,  Esq;  and  others,  {a 
Committee  to  sell  or  lease  the  Furnace,  or  any  part  of  th.e 
stock  thereof  at  Bridgewater,)  to  pay  the  money  they  might 
receive  therefor,  into  the  public  treasury ;  but  no  direction 
icas  given  to  the  said  Committee  to  pay  the  government 
securities  which  they  were  impowered  to  receive,  by  ivhich 
means  the  Treasurer  does  not  think  himself  authorized  to 
receive  the  said  securities  : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Hugh  Orr,  Esq  ;  and  others, 
be,  and  they  are,  hereby  directed  to  pay  the  government 
securities  they  have  or  may  receive,  for  the  lease  or  sale 
of  the  Furnace,  or  of  any  part  of  the  stock  thereof,  at 
Bridgewater,  into  the  public  treasury,  and  take  duplicate 
receipts  therefor,  specifying  the  interest  due  on  the  said 
securities,  one  of  which  to  be  lodged  in  the  Secretary's 
office.  June  16,  1783. 


Chapter  25. 

RESOLVE  ALLOWING  THE   ACCOUNTS   OF    THE  COUNTY  TREAS- 
URER FOR  THE  COUNTY  OF  YORK. 

Whereas  it  appears,  upon  examination  of  the  Treasurer's 
accounts  for  the  county  o/"  York,  that  all  the  monies  granted 
and  alloiced  by  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace 
for  the  said  county,  from  June  26,  1781,  to  January,  1783, 
including  January  term,  icere  for  such  purposes  and  ap- 
propriations, as  by  lav:  the  said  Court  ivere  impowered  to 
grant : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  said  accounts  be  accepted 
and  allowed.  June  17,  1783. 


Chap.  25 
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Chapter  26. 

Chav-  26  RESOLVE  directing  the  commissioners  for  collecting 

^  '  THE   continental  TAX,  BY  A  RESOLVE   OF  JULT  4th,   1782. 

TO    RENDER    ACCOUNTS    AND     DISCHARGING    SAID    COMMIS- 
SIONERS. 

Resolved,  that  the  CoraQiissioners  appointed  by  a  re- 
solve of  the  General  Court,  of  July  4th,  1782,  for  expe- 
diting the  payment  of  the  Continental  Tax,  be,  and  they 
are,  hereby  severally  directed,  to  render  to  the  Treasurer 
of  this  Commonwealth,  on  or  before  the  20th  day  oi  July 
next,  an  account  of  the  monies  they  have  received  on  the 
said  tax  ;  the  names  of  the  persons  from  whom  they  re- 
ceived the  same,  and  the  towns  to  which  they  respectively 
belonged ;  and  to  pay  into  the  said  Treasurer,  such  sum 
or  sums  of  money  as  they  may  have  on  hand.  And  in 
case  any  of  the  said  Commissioners  have  not  made  any 
collections,  they  are  hereby  directed  to  certify  the  same 
to  the  said  Treasurer,  on  or  before  the  said  20th  day  of 
July. 

And  whereas  it  is  not  expedient  that  the  said  a2'>point- 
ment  shall  any  longer  he  continued: 

It  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  said  Commissioners  be, 
and  they  are,  hereby  discharged  from  any  further  execu- 
tion of  their  respective  commissions.  And  the  Secretary 
is  hereby  directed  to  notify  the  Commissioners  above- 
mentioned  of  this  resolve,  by  inclosing  the  same  in  a  letter 
to  them  respectively.  Jane  19,  1783. 


Chap. 


Chapter  27. 

27  RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  COMMISSARY  GENERAL  TO  RECEIVE 
THE  STORES  AT  THE  LABORATORY,  AND  DISCHARGING  THE 
FIRE  AVORKER  AND   CLERK. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissary  General  be,  and  he 
hereby  is  directed  to  receive  the  stores  at  the  Laboratory, 
and  to  transport  such  of  them  as  he  is  not  directed  by  the 
resolve  of  the  14th  instant  to  make  sale  of,  to  the  Castle, 
there  to  be  deposited  with  the  other  pu])lic  stores. 

Resolved  further,  That  the  fire  worker  and  clerk  be 
discharged  as  soon  as  the  Commissary  General  shall  have 
received  the  stores  aforesaid.  June  19,  1783. 
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Chapter  38. 

RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  BORROW  MONEY  TO  Chat}  28 
PAY  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  LINE  OF  THE  ARMY  THEIR  ^"'^1''  ^° 
THREE   MONTHS'   PAY,  IN   1780,  AGREEABLE   TO   PROMISE. 

Whereas  there  is  a  nuiiiber  of  distressed  soldiers  in  the 
toivn  of  Boston,  honorably  discharged  from  the  Conti- 
nental Anny,  and  on  their  return  to  their  respective  homes , 
ivho  have  not  received  their  tJiree  months'  wages  in  money ^ 
for  the  year  1780,  «.s  agreed  for  ivith  this  Commonwealth  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth 
be,  and  he  is,  hereby  authorized  and  directed,  to  borrow 
a  sum  of  money  sufficient  to  pay  the  three  months'  wages 
due  to  a  number  of  the  Massachusetts  Line  of  the  Conti- 
nental Army  who  have  not  as  yet  received  the  same,  as 
by  agreement  with  this  Commonwealth,  for  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  ;  and  repay  the  said 
l)orrowed  monies  from  the  tirst  monies  that  come  into  the 
treasury,  not  already  appropriated.  June  20,  1783. 

Chapter  29. 

RESOLVE    ON    THE    PETITION    OF    ANNE    DOANE,   AND    ISAIAH  ni^fjr)     2Q 
DOAXE,   FOR  THE   REMOVAL   OF  ALL  PAPERS   RELATIVE  TO  ^"'^1''    ^^ 
THE    ESTATE    OF     ELISHA    DOAXE,    ESQ;     DECEASED,    FROM 
THE    PROBATE     OFFICE    IN    THE    COUNTY   OF   BARXSTABLE, 
TO  THE   PROBATE  OFFICE   IN   THE   COUNTY  OF   SUFFOLK. 

Whereas  Anne  Doane,  of  Wellfieet,  in  the  county  of 
Barnstable,  widow;  and  Isaiah  Doane,  o/"  Boston,  in  the 
county  of  Suffolk,  merchant;  Administrators  on  the  estate 
of  Elisha  Doane,  Esq;  late  of  Wellfieet,  in  the  county  of 
Barnstable,  deceased;  have  represerded  that  great  part  of 
the  real  estate  of  the  said  Elisha,  lies  in  the  town  of  Bos- 
ton, and  hut  a  small  part  in  the  said  town  of  Wellfieet; 
and  that  it  will  he  much  for  the  advantage  of  the  heirs  to 
the  said  estate,  to  have  all  the  estate  settled  in  the  Probate 
Office  for  the  county  of  Suffolk  : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  authenticated  copies  of  all 
the  papers  relative  to  the  estate  of  Elisha  Doane,  Esq  ; 
late  of  Wellfieet,  in  the  county  of  Barnstable,  deceased, 
be  removed  from  the  Probate  Office  in  the  county  of 
Barn.'itable ,  to  the  Probate  Office  in  the  county  of  Snfiblk; 
and  the  Administrators  to  the  said  estate,  are  hereby 
impowcred  and  directed  to  lodge  the  same  with  the  Judge 
of  Probate    for   the    county  of  Suffolk,   who    is    hereby 
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authorized  and  impowered,  to  receive  and  pass  upon  the 
same,  and  proceed  to  settle  the  said  estate,  any  law  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding.  Jwie  20,  1783. 

Chapter  30. 

Chnr)    SO  RESOLVE   on   the   petition   of   paul  Dudley  s argent, 

KjHajJ,    0\J        APPOINTING  A  COMMITTEE  TO   AGREE  WITH  SAID    SARGENT 
TO  MAKE  A  DIVISION  OF  THE  ESTATE  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Paul  Dudley  Sargent,  setting  forth, 
that  he  is  seized  in  his  own  rigid  of  certain  real  estate  in 
the  town  of  Salem,  in  the  county  of  Essex  ;  being  in  com- 
mon with  an  estate  lately  belonging  to  Samuel  Brown, 
Esq;  deceased,  but  now  by  forfeiture  the  property  of  this 
Gommo7iicealth  ;  and  praying  that  his  jpart  may  be  set  off 
in  severalty  : 

Wherefore  Resolved,  That  Lai'kin  Thorndihe,  Israel 
Hutchinson,  and  Dummer  Jewett,  Esq'rs,  or  any  two  of 
them,  be  a  Committee  on  the  part  of  this  Commonwealth, 
to  agree  with  the  said  Sargent,  in  the  appointment  of 
some  indifterent  persons,  who  are  freeholders,  to  make  a 
just  division  of  the  said  estate,  according  to  the  property 
of  each  party,  and  to  make  report  of  their  doings  to  the 
General  Court,  for  acceptance.  June  21,  1783. 

Chapter  31. 

Char)     SI  I^ESOLVE   on   the   petition   of  the  towns  of  BARNSTABLE, 
XjfiajJ.    ox         SANDWICH  AND    FALMOUTH,    DIRECTING    THE    TREASURER 

TO    STAY    EXECUTIONS     AGAINST    SAID    TOWNS,    UNTIL    THE 

NEXT  SITTING  OF  THE  GENERAL  COURT. 

On  the  petition  of  the  towns  o/"  Barnstable,  Sandwich  and 
Falmouth,  setting  forth  their  incapacity  to  raise  and  collect 
the  taxes  which  have  been  laid  upon  them ;  also  that  the 
resolve  of  the  2Sth  of  October  last,  for  abating  the  defi- 
ciencies of  men  and  beef  to  the  several  towns  in  the  county 
of  Barnstable,  did  not  afford  the  relief  to  the  said  toivns 
which  was  intended;  and  praying  the  consideration  of  the 
General  Court: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  as  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  is,  hereby  directed  to  stay  executions  against  the 
said  towns  of  Barnstable,  Sandioich  and  Falmouth,  for 
two  thirds  of  the  taxes  now  lying  against  them,  until  the 
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next  sitting  of  this  Court ;  and  that  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  said  petition,  be  referred  in  the  mean  time. 

June  23,  1783. 

Chapter  32. 

RESOLVE  ON   THE   PETITION  OF  JOHN  EPHRAIM,  IMPOWERING  Chart     S2 
JOSIAH   STOXE,    ESQ;    AND    OTHERS,    TO    SELL    THE    LANDS  "' 

MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  John  Ephraim,  of  Natick,  Indian 
planter : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  Josiah  Stone,  Esq  ;  Joseph  Twitchell  and 
Eleazer  lining shury,  Guardians  to  the  said  Indians,  be, 
and  they  are,  hereby  authorized  and  impowered  to  sell  so 
much  of  the  lands  mentioned  in  the  said  petition,  for  the 
most  it  will  fetch,  as  may  be  sufficient  to  discharge  the 
debts  that  are  mentioned  in  the  said  petition,  and  all  the 
cost  that  shall  arise  in  consequence  of  the  said  sale,  and  to 
make  and  execute  a  good  and  lawful  deed  or  deeds  of  the 
same  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  ;  and  the  deed  or  deeds 
so  executed,  shall  be  good  and  valid  in  law,  any  law  or 
resolve  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

June  23,  1783. 

Chapter  33. 

RESOLVE   ON   THE    PETITION  OF  JAMES    PRESCOTT,   ESQ;    AND  QJinv)     33 
OTHERS,  CONFIRMING  THE   PROCEEDINGS   OF  A  COMMITTEE  "' 

OF   THE   PROPRIETORS  OF  A  TOWNSHIP   OF   LAND,  GRANTED 
TO  SAMUEL  WHITTEMORE. 

On  the  petition  of  James  Prescott,  Esq ;  and  others,  a 
Committee  appointed  hy  the  Proprietors  of  a  neio  Toivnshij) 
of  land,  granted  hy  the  General  Court  to  Capt.  Samuel 
Whittemore,  and  others,  in  February,  1774,  praying  that 
the  doings  of  the  said  Proprietors,  at  a  meeting  holden  at 
Cambridge,  on  the  'i^th  day  of  August,  1780,  may  he 
estahlished,  notivithstanding  their  j)roceeding  to  husiness 
hefore  the  hour  of  the  day  at  which  they  were,  through 
mistake,  notified  to  meet,  and  also  the  suhsequent  proceed- 
ings thereon  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  doings  and  proceedings  of  the  said  Pro- 
prietors, at  their  meeting  aforesaid,  together  with  their 
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doings  and  proceedings  at  any  subsequent  meeting,  held 
by  adjournment ;  shall  be  deemed,  held,  and  considered  as 
valid  in  law,  in  the  same  manner  they  would  have  been, 
if  the  said  proprietors  had  not  proceeded  to  business 
before  the  hour  at  which  they  were,  through  mistake, 
notified  to  meet.  Jtme  23,  1783. 

Chapter  34. 

Chan   34:  ^  grant  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  to  elbridge 

^  '  GERRY,   ESQ;    A   DELEGATE    TO    REPRESENT    THIS    COMMON- 

WEALTH  IN   CONGRESS, 

Whereas  the  Honorable  Elbridge  Gerry,  JSsq;  hath  sig- 
nified to  this  Court  his  deterfnination  soon  to  7'epair  to 
Philadelphia,  to  attend  his  duty  as  a  Delegate  from  this 
Commonwealth  to  Congress: 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  Honorable  Elbridge 
Gerry,  Esq  :  the  sum  of  One  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  he 
to  be  accountable  for  the  same.  June  23,  1783. 

Chapter  35. 

Char>.  35  resolve  on  the  petition  of  william  marean,  in  behalf 
^  '  of  the  town  of  hubbardston,  directing  the  treas- 

urer to  credit  said  town  for  fines. 

On  the  ijetition  of  "William  Marean,  in  behalf  of  the 
toion  of  Hubbardston,  setting  forth,  that  they  were  fined 
for  five  three  years'  men  in  the  last  State  Tax,  and  praying 
that  the  said  town  of  Hubbardston  may  be  abated  the  said 
fines,  and  allowed  the  bounties,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  the 
petition. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  by  a  return  of  an 
execution  issued  against  the  Assessors  of  Hubbardston,  that 
the  above  said  five  men,  for  luhich  the  said  town  loas  fined, 
were  raised  and  delivered  agreeable  to  the  resolve  of  the  2d 
day  of  December,  1780,  and  subsequent  resolves  therefor: 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  credit  the  town  of 
Hubbardston  with  one  thousand  and  seventy  p)ounds ,  twelve 
shillings  and  six  pence,  in  the  last  State  Tax,  being  the 
fines  and  bounties  for  five  three  years'  men.  And  the 
Assessors  of  the  said  town  of  Hubbardston  are  to  govern 
themselves  accordingly  in  assessing  the  said  tax. 

June  24,  1783. 
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Cliapter  36. 

RESOLVE    ON   THE    PETITION   OF  JOHX  BANE,  DIRECTING  THE  CJiart     36 
COMMISSARY  GENERAL   TO   PAY  HIM   IN  SUNDRY  ARTICLES,  -^  ' 

FOR  SUPPLIES  TO  THE   TROOPS   IN   THE   EASTERN  DEPART- 
MENT. 

On  the  petition  o/'John  Bane,  pray iyig  for  payment  for 
sundry  provisions  supplied  the  troops  in  the  Eastern 
Department : 

Itesolved,  That  the  Commissary  General  be,  and  he  is, 
hereby  directed  to  pay  to  John  Bane,  fourteen  hundred 
and  twenty-two  pounds  of  Beef,  twenty-one  bushels  of 
Corn,  one  bushel  of  Peas,  and  ten  pounds  of  Fish,  balance 
of  his  account,  with  four  hundred  weight  of  Beef  for  his 
time  and  expence  in  transporting  the  same  ;  and  the  whole 
be  charged  to  the  United  States.  June  24,  1783. 


Chap.  37 


Chapter  37. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JESSE  BULLOCK,  IN  BEHALF 
OF  THE  TOWN  OF  FREETOWN,  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER 
TO  CREDIT  SAID  TOWN  WITH  FOUR  HUNDRED  TWENTY- 
EIGHT  POUNDS,  FIVE   SHILLINGS. 

On  the  petition  of  Jesse  Bullock,  in  behalf  of  the  town 
of  Yveetown,  jJraying  that  said  town  may  be  excused  from 
a  fine  laid  ujjon  said  town,  for  the  deficiency  of  two  three 
years'  men. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  by  the  Superin- 
tendenfs  returns  of  the  county  of  Bristol,  that  the  said 
town  of  Freetown  did  actually  r^aise  and  march  the  whole 
number  of  men  required  by  the  resolve  of  the  2d  of 
December,  1780  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  credit  the  town  o'L  Free- 
toicn,  the  sum  of  Four  hundred  and  twenty-eight  jjounds, 
five  shillings,  in  the  State  Tax  granted  in  March  last,  it 
being  the  fines  and  bounties  for  two  men. 

June  24,  1783. 

Chapter  38. 

RESOLVE   ON  THE   PETITION  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  ASHBURNHAM,  HJiq^j)     38 
DIRECTING    THE    TREASURER    TO    CREDIT    SAID    TOWN    FOR  ^  * 

FINES   AND    BOUNTIES. 

On  the  petition  of  William  Whetcomb,  in  behalf  of  the 
town  of  A.B\ihuv\i\isa\\,  praying  that  the  said  town  may  be 
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abated  the  fines  of  two  three  years'  men,  in  the  last  State 
Tax,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  his  jpetition. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  by  the  Superintend- 
ent's receipts,  that  the  town  of  Ashburnham  did  actually 
raise  the  whole  number  of  men  proportioned  upon  them  by 
the  resolve  of  the  2d  of  December,  1780  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  credit  the  said  town  of 
Ashburnham,  Four  hundred  and  twenty-eight  pounds,  five 
shillings,  being  the  fines  and  bounties  for  two  three  years' 
men.  And  the  Assessors  of  the  said  town  are  to  govern 
themselves  accordingly  in  assessing  the  said  tax. 

June  24,  1783. 


Chap. 


Chap. 


Chapter  39. 

39  RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  COMMISSARY  GENERAL  TO  DELIVER 

ONE  WEEK'S  RATIONS  TO  SAMUEL  PAYNE  JONES,  AND 
NINETY  OTHER  NON-COMMISSIONED  OFFICERS  OF  THE 
MASSACHUSETTS  LINE   OF  THE   ARMY. 

On  the  petition  of  Samuel  Payne  Jones,  Jeremiah 
Mahony,  and  James  Fleming,  praying  for  sojne  relief  for 
themselves,  and  ninetyfive  other  non-commissioned  ofiicers 
and  privates,  belonging  to  the  Massachusetts  Line  of  the 
Army : 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissary  of  this  Commonwealth 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  supply  the  petitioners 
with  one  week's  rations  for  themselves  and  the  ninety-five 
other  persons  petitioned  for,  said  petitioners  making  out 
a  roll  for  the  same,  with  each  person's  name,  regiment 
and  company  he  belongs  to,  and  giving  said  Commissary 
duplicate  receipts  therefor,  one  of  which  to  be  lodged  in 
the  Secretary's  Office.  June  24,  1783. 

Chapter  40. 

40  RESOLVE    REQUESTING    THE    GOVERNOR    TO  ORDER  THE  COM- 

MANDER OF  THE  CASTLE  TO  DISCHARGE  THE  REJECTED 
TROOPS  DOING  DUTY  THERE  AND  TO  MAKE  UP  SAID  MEN 
IN  HIS  NEXT  MUSTER  ROLL;  AND  DIRECTING  THE  COMMIS- 
SARY GENERAL  TO  SUPPLY  THEM  WITH  CLOATHING;  AND 
REQUESTING  THE  GOVERNOR  TO  DISCHARGE  CAPT.  AMOS 
LINCOLN  AND   HIS   COMPANY. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
requested  to  give  orders  to  the  Commander  of  the  Castle, 
immediately  to    discharge    the   (fourteen)  soldiers  which 


1783.  — May  Session.  695 

were  formerly  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Carpenter, 
doing  duty  at  Sprinr/Jield,  and  were  ordered  to  do  duty 
at  the  Castle  ;  and  the  Commander  of  the  Castle  aforesaid, 
is  hereby  directed  to  make  up  the  said  men  in  his  next 
Muster  Roll,  from  the  time  they  were  put  under  his 
command,  until  the  time  of  their  discharge. 

Also  Resolved,  That  Ricliard  Devens,  Esq  ;  Commis- 
sary General,  be,  and  he  hereby  is  directed,  to  supply 
each  of  the  said  (fourteen)  soldiers  with  a  suit  of  cloaths, 
in  the  same  manner  he  has  supplied  the  men  under  the 
command  of  Capt.  Amos  Lincoln. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
requested  to  discharge  Capt.  Amos  Lincoln  and  the 
officers  and  men  under  his  command.  And  the  Commis- 
sary General  of  this  Commonwealth  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
directed  to  take  effectual  measures  for  the  securing  the 
stores  which  are  deposited  at  the  several  posts  where  the 
company  to  be  discharged  as  aforesaid  have  been  doing 
duty,  either  by  removing  them  to  the  Castle,  or  in  such 
other  wa}'  as  he  may  think  best,  taking  care  to  keep  such 
of  the  said  stores  as  are  the  property  of  the  United  States, 
b}'  themselves.  June  24,  1783. 

Chapter  41. 

RESOLVE     IMPOWERING     THE     GOVERNOR    AND     COUNCIL    TO  (JJiaT),    41 
FURNISH  THE  NON-COMMISSIONED  OFFICERS  AND  SOLDIERS  ^  * 

OF  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  LINE,  THAT  MAY  ARRIVE  IN 
TOWN,  WITH  RATIONS,  AND  DIRECTING  THE  COMMISSARY 
GENERAL  TO   KEEP   AN   ACCOUNT   THEREOF. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  Coun- 
cil, be,  and  hereby  is,  impowered  from  time  to  time, 
as  it  shall  be  found  necessary,  to  give  orders  to  the  Com- 
missary General  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  furnish  the 
non-commissioned  officers  and  private  soldiers  of  the 
MassacJiusetts  Line  of  the  Army,  which  in  their  retirement 
therefrom  may  daily  arrive  in  the  town  of  Boston,  with 
any  number  of  rations,  not  exceeding  ten  to  be  delivered 
to  one  person,  having  due  regard  to  the  distance  of  such 
persons  from  their  several  and  respective  homes,  and  other 
circumstances. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  Commissary 
General  be,  and  hereby  is,  directed  to  keep  an  account  of 
the  names  of  all  persons  to  whom  he  may  deliver  rations, 
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with  the  company  and  regiment  to  which  they  severally 
belonged  when  they  left  the  army,  with  the  number  of 
rations  delivered  each  ;  and  that  all  rations  so  delivered, 
be  charged  to  the  United  States.  June  25,  1783. 

Chapter  43. 

Char)    42  resolve  recommending  to  samuel  henseaw,  esq;  and 

-^  OTHERS,    TO    DISCHARGE    THE    BRIGANTINE    FEARNOUGHT, 

ON    CONDITION    THE    MASTER    SHALL    ENTER    THE    VESSEL 
AND   CARGO. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  that  James  Salles, 
the  owner  of  the  Briga,ntine  Fearnought,  tvho  lately  arrived 
from  Amsterdam,  failed  in  entering  the  lohole  of  the  cargo, 
in  consequence  of  which  failure  or  omission,  Samuel 
Henshaw,^,s^;  Collector  of  Excise  for  the  county  of  ^\x^o\k, 
seized  the  said  vessel  and  cargo,  which  note  remains  under 
that  restraint:  But  ivhereas  it  appears  probable,  that  at 
the  time  of  the  entry  aforesaid,  the  said  James  vms  either 
delirious  or  ignorant  of  his  duty : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is,  recom- 
mended to  the  said  Samuel  Henshaio,  Esq  ;  and  all  others 
concerned  in  the  seizure  of  the  said  Brigantine  and  cargo, 
to  discharge  the  same,  on  condition  the  master  thereof 
shall  truly  enter  the  said  vessel,  with  the  whole  of  the 
cargo,  at  the  Naval  Office,  and  proper  security  be  given, 
either  by  the  master  or  the  owners,  or  consignees  of  the 
cargo,  to  the  said  Collector,  for  the  payment  of  the  duties 
due  thereon,  according  to  law,  together  with  the  expences 
which  have  arisen  on  the  said  seizure.        June  21,  1783. 


Chapter  43. 

CliaV     43  K-ESOLVE    ON    THE    PETITION    OF    THE    HON.    JOHN    SPRAGUE^ 
^  '  ESQ;    IN    BEHALF   OF   THE   TOWN   OF   LANCASTER. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Hon.  John  Sprague,  Esq;  for 
and  in  behalf  of  the  town  of  Lancaster,  praying  for  the 
abatement  of  a  fine,  and  allowance  of  a  bounty,  to  the  said 
toivn,for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  said  petition. 

Whereas  by  the  last  Tax  Act,  the  town  o/"  Lancaster  ivas 
charged  ivith  a  fine,  for  the  deficiency  of  one  man,  required 
of  the  said  toivn  by  a  Resolve  of  the  General  Court  of  the 
2d  of  December,  1780 ;  and  it  appears  by  a  certificate  of 
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the  Hon.  Seth  Washburne,  jE's^';  late  Superintendent  for 
the  county  of  Worcester,  that  the  town  of  Lancaster  have 
procured  the  ichole  of  the  men  required,  by  the  resolve 
aforesaid: 

Resolved,  That  the  town  of  Lancaster  be  abated  the 
fine,  and  allowed  the  bounty,  amounting  to  the  sum  of 
Two  hundred  and  fourteen  pounds,  tico  shillings  and  six 
pence,  in  the  last  Tax  Act ;  and  that  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Commonwealth  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  govern 
himself  accordingly.  June  25, 1783. 

Chapter  44. 

A    GRANT    OF   SIXTY-FIVE   POUXDS,  ELEVEN  SHILLINGS   AND  (JJffjj)     AA 
HALF  PENNY,   TO  JOHN  FELLOWS,   ESQ;  y^ltU^J.    *± 

On  the  petition  of  John  Fellows,  Esquire: 
Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  Public  Treasury, 
unto  the  said  Jolin  Felloivs,  Esq  ;  the  sum  of  Sixty  five 
pounds,  eleven  shillings  and  half  penny,  in  full  of  his 
account  for  service  in  alarms,  paying  expresses,  waggoners, 
and  for  Brigade  Major,  Aide  de  Camp,  &c.  and  that  the 
same  sum  be  charged  to  the  United  States. 

June  26,  1783. 

Chapter  45. 

RESOLVE    ON   THE   PETITION  OF   DAVID  BLACK,   AUTHORIZING  Qhnq^     An 
THE     GOAL   KEEPER    TO     LIBERATE     HIM,    IN     ORDER    FOR  1 

TRANSPORTATION. 

On  the  petition  of  David  Black,  praying  for  leave  to 
return  to  New  Yorlx : 

Resolved,  That  David  Blaclt,  now  confined  in  Boston 
Goal,  as  being  one  of  those  named  in  the  Act  of  the  General 
Court,  passed  in  1778,  respecting  Refugees  and  Absentees, 
be  returned  to  some  part  of  the  dominion  of  the  King  of 
Gh'eat  Britain,  in  the  schooner  commanded  by  Capt. 
John  Black:  And  the  Goal  Keeper  is  hereby  authorized 
to  deliver  the  said  David  Blade  on  board  of  the  said 
schooner,  for  the  purpose  of  being  transported  to  some 
part  of  the  said  dominions,  he  paying  all  charges  that  may 
have  arisen  from  his  being  so  confined.      June  26,  1783. 
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Chapter  46. 

ChaV    46  RESOLVE     on    the    petition    of    ELIZABETH    FREEMAN,    IM- 
^'  POWERING    HER    TO    MAKE     SALE    OF    A    CERTAIN     HOUSE 

AND  LAND. 

On  the  petition  of  Elizabeth  Freeman,  wife  (or  widow) 
of  Isaac  Freeman,  of  Boston,  Mariner ;  rej^resenting  that 
her  said  husband  has  been  absent  three  years,  and  in  all 
probability  is  lost,  and  she  left  with  four  children  to  sup- 
port, and  nothing  but  her  labours  and  industry  to  dep)end 
upon;  and  prays  for  leave  to  sell  a  house,  and  about  thirty 
acres  of  poor  land,  in  the  toion  of  Harwich,  in  the  county 
of  Barnstable,  ivhich  is  a  constant  bill  of  charge  to  her, 
and  is  so  out  of  repair,  that  it  7uill  not  let  at  any  rate: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  she  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  make 
sale  of  the  house  and  land  mentioned  in  the  said  petition  ; 
and  that  she  give  bonds,  with  sufficient  sureties,  to  the 
Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of  Suffolk,  that  she  will 
apply  the  proceeds  of  sale  of  the  said  house  and  land,  to 
the  support  and  maintenance  of  herself  and  family,  men- 
tioned in  the  said  petition,  if  the  said  Judge  shall  determine 
their  circumstances  to  require  such  relief;  but  if  he  shall 
adjudge  otherwise,  that  then  she  shall  account  for  the  said 
proceeds  to  her  husband,  named  in  the  said  petition,  if  he 
shall  be  evidently  living,  or  return  in  three  years  ;  or  if 
he  shall  appear  to  be  dead  and  intestate,  in  that  time,  said 
proceeds  to  be  subject  to  the  like  distribution,  as  l)y  law 
takes  place  on  the  estate  of  all  other  deceased  intestates. 

Jxine  27,  17 S3. 

Chapter  47. 
Chan    47  i^esolve  on  the  petition  of  joseph  guild,  in  behalf 

-^  '  of  THE  TOWN  OF  DEDHAM,   ABATING  A   FINE,   AND  ALLOW- 

ING the  BOUNTY,  FOR  A  DEFICIENCY  OF  A  MAN  REQUIRED 
OF   SAID   TOWN. 

On  the  petition  of  Joseph  Guild,  iii  behalf  of  the  toivn 
of  Dedham,  praying  for  the  abatement  of  a  fine  charged  to 
said  town  in  the  last  Tax  Act,  for  reasons  set  fort  Ji  in  said 
petition. 

Whereas  it  appears  the  toicn  of  Dedham  was  fined  for 
the  deficiency  of  one  man, required  of  said  toivn  by  a  Resolve 
of  Court  of  the  2tZ  of  December,  1780  ;  and  it  also  appears, 
by  a  certificate  from  the  late  Superintendent  for  the  county 
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of  Suffolk,  that  the  town  of  Dedham  procured  the  whole  of 
the  men  required  hy  the  resolve  aforesaid: 

-Resolved,  That  the  town  of  Dedham  be  abated  the  fine, 
and  allowed  the  bounty,  amountin<r  in  the  whole  to  Tivo 
hundred  and  fourteen  jiounds,  tico  shillings  and  sixpence, 
in  the  last  Tax  Act,  and  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  is, 
hereby  directed  to  govern  himself  accordingly. 

June  27,  17 S3. 


Chapter  48. 

RESOLVE   ON   THE  PETITION  OF  THOMAS  LEARNED,  IMPOWER-    QJiart     48 
ING   THE    JUDGE   OF   PROBATE    FOR    THE    COUNTY    OF    SUF-  ^' 

FOLK,  TO   CAUSE  THE   COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE   ESTATE   OF 
ELIAKIM  IIUTCniNSOX,  ESQ;  AN  ABSENTEE,  TO  SIT    AGAIN. 

On  the  petition  of  Thomas  Learned  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of 
Suffolk  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  impowered  and  directed  to 
cause  the  Commissioners,  by  him  heretofore  appointed  to 
examine  the  claims  against  the  estate  of  EliaJcim  Hutchin- 
son, Esq  ;  an  Absentee,  deceased  ;  to  sit  again  and  examine 
the  claim  of  the  said  Thomas  Learned  against  the  said 
estate,  and  certify  the  just  amount  thereof,  if  any  there 
be,  in  order  to  his  being  paid  the  same  ;  the  time  allowed 
by  the  said  Judge  to  the  said  Commissioners  for  receiving 
the  said  claims,  being  elapsed,  or  any  Act  or  Resolve  of 
this  Court  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

June  27,  1783. 


Chapter  49. 

RESOLVE   ON  THE    PETITION   OF    THE    SELECTMEN    OF    BRAIN-  (JJiaj).    49 
TREE,   EXCUSING  SAID   TOWN  FROM   CERTAIN  FINES.  ^  * 

On  the  petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  town  q/Braintree, 
praying  that  the  said  town  may  he  excused  from  certain 
fines  therein  mentioned,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  said 
petition:  And, 

Whereas  the  said  toivn,  in  the  last  Tax  Act,  loas  fined  for 
the  deficiency  of  tioo  men,  required  of  the  said  town,  for 
three  years,  and  also  for  four  men  for  five  months;  and  it 
appearing  to  this  Court,  by  proper  certificates,  that  the  said 
men  were  procured  by  the  said  toivn,  agreeable  to  the 
several  Resolves  of  the  General  Court: 
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Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  town  of  Braintree  be 
abated,  in  the  tax  aforesaid,  the  sum  oi  Five  hundred  and 
thirteen  j>ounds,  three  shillings  and  six  pence,  in  full  for 
the  said  fines  and  bounties  ;  and  the  Treasurer  of  this  Com- 
monwealth is  hereby  directed  to  govern  himself  accord- 
ingly. June  28,  1783. 

Chapter  50. 

ChaV     50  RESOLVE   on  the  petition  of  JOHN  WOODWARD,  IN  BEHALF 
^  *  OF  THE   TOWN   OF   XEWTOWN. 

On  the  petition  of  John  Woodward,  in  behalf  of  the 
town  of  Newtown,  praying  for  abatement  of  a  fine,  for 
reasons  mentioned  in  the  said  petition. 

Whereas  the  to^y?^q/' Newtown  is  charged  in  the  last  Tax 
Act,  ivith  a  fine  for  the  deficiency  of  two  men,  required  of 
the  said  town  by  a  Resolve  of  the  General  Court  of  the  2d 
of  December,  1780,  and  it  appearing  by  a  certificate  from 
the  Secretary,  that  the  said  town  procured  the  whole  of  the 
men  required  by  the  Resolve  aforesaid: 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  town  o^ N^eu'toivn  be  abated 
the  fine  and  allowed  the  bounty,  amounting  in  the  whole 
to  Four  hundred  and  tiventy-eight  pounds,  five  shillings, 
in  full  (on  the  last  Tax  Act)  and  that  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Commonwealth  be,  and  hereby  is,  directed  to  credit  the 
said  town  accordingly.  June  28,  1783. 

Chapter  51. 

Chan     ^\  RESOLVE  approving  of  the  nomination  of  WILLIAM imlat, 
-^  ESQ;    TO   BE   A  COMMISSIONER    TO    SETTLE    THE    ACCOUNTS 

between   THIS    STATE    AND   THE  UNITED    STATES. 

Resolved,  That  this  Court  do  approve  of  the  nomination 
of  William  Imlay,  Esq  ;  to  be  a  Commissioner  to  settle 
the  accounts  between  this  State  and  the  United  States, 
and  to  liquidate  and  settle,  in  specie  value,  all  certificates 
given  by  public  ofiicers  to  individuals  in  this  State,  and 
all  other  claims  by  such  individuals  against  the  United 
States,  agreeably  to  an  act  of  Congress,  of  the  20th  of 
February,  1782  ;  and  that  the  Governor  be,  and  hereby 
is,  requested  to  write  to  Robert  Morris  and  William  Imlay , 
Esq'rs.  and  inform  them  of  this  approbation. 

June  28,  1783. 
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Chapter  52, 

RESOLVE    ON    THE    REPRESENTATION    OF    JOHX    LEWIS,    ESQ;    Chftn    ^9 
AND  OTHERS,  A  COMMITTEE  FOR  THE  SALE  OF  PART  OF  THE    ^'''^I^'  ^^ 
REAL    ESTATE    OF    FRAXCIS    WALDO,    ESQ;    AN    ABSENTEE, 
CONFIRMING  THE  DOINGS  OF  SAID  COMMITTEE,  AND  DIRECT- 
ING THEM  TO   PAY   A   CERTAIN   SUM    INTO    THE    TREASURY- 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Courts  by  the  representation  of 
John  Lewis,  Esq;  and  others,  a  Committee  for  the  sale  of 
part  of  the  real  estate  of  Francis  Waldo,  Esq ;  an  Absentee, 
with  the  papers  accompanying  the  same,  that  the  said  Com- 
mittee have  disposed  of  part  of  the  said  real  estate,  amount- 
ing to  Two  hundred  and  eighty-three  pounds,  and  have  paid 
the  demands  on  the  said  estate,  amounting  to  Two  hundred 
and  fifty- four  pounds,  seventeen  shillings  and  eight  pence, 
and  that  there  remains  in  the  hands  of  the  said  Committee, 
Twenty-eight  pounds,  two  shillings  and  four  pence  : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  this  Court  do  approve  and 
confirm  the  doings  of  the  said  Committee  ;  and  they  are 
herel)v  directed  to  pay  the  aforesaid  sum  of  Tirenty -eight 
pounds,  two  shillings  and  four  pence,  into  the  Treasury  of 
this  Commonwealth,  taking  duplicate  receipts  therefor, 
one  of  which  to  be  lodged  in  the  Secretary's  Office. 

June  30,  1783. 

Chapter  53. 

RESOLVE   ON  THE   PETITION   OF  THE  TOWN  OF  FALMOUTH,  IN  QhaV     53 
THE  COUNTY  OF  BARNSTABLE,  ALLOWING  PAY  TO  A  GUARD  -^  ' 

STATIONED   IN  SAID  TOWN,   IN   THE  YEAR   1782. 

On  the  petition  of  the  town  of  Falmouth,  in  the  county 
of  Barnstable,  praying  that  an  cdlowance  may  be  made  to 
twenty-eight  men,  who  served  as  a  guard  in  the  said  town, 
from  the  l^tli  day  of  June,  to  the  Ibth  day  of  i^ovember, 
in  the  year  1782  : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  to  the  twenty-eight 
men  who  served  as  a  guard  in  the  town  of  Falmouth 
in  the  year  1782,  One  pound,  ten  shillings  per  month  to 
each  man  ;  and  that  the  Selectmen  of  the  said  town  of 
Falmouth,  make  up  the  Pay  Roll  for  the  said  men  for  the 
term  of  time  they  severally  served,  accordingly,  and 
present  the  same  upon  oath,  to  the  Governor  and  Council, 
to  be  examined  and  passed  ;  and  that  the  amount  of  the  Pay 
Roll  which  shall  be  so  examined  and  passed,  be  allowed 
and  paid  by  receipts  of  the  Treasurer  of  this  Common- 
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wealth,  upon  the  collectors  of  the  tux  granted  in  March 
last,  and  assessed  upon  the  said  town  oi  Falmouth. 

June  30,  17 S3. 

Chapter  54. 

Chnn    ^4  i^ESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  james  stoxe,  in  behalf  of 

KjtlUJJ.   0'±  ^^^   TOWN   OF    WESTERN. 

On  the  petition  o/"  James  Stone,  in  behalf  of  the  toi'vi  of 
Western,  praying  for  abatement  of  a  fine,  for  reasons  set 
forth  in  the  said  jjetition : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  granted, 
and  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  directed  to  credit  the  town  of  Western,  in  the  last  Tax 
Act,  the  sum  of  Two  hundred  and  fon7'tee7i pounds,  two  shil- 
lings and  sixpence,  in  full  for  the  tine  and  bounty  mentioned 
in  the  said  petition,  it  appearing  by  a  certificate  from  the 
Secretary's  Office,  that  the  said  town  have  procured  the 
whole  number  of  men  required  by  a  Resolve  of  the  General 
Court,  of  the  second  oi  December,  1780.      July  1,  17S3. 


Cliai^ter  5o. 


Chap.  55 


RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  SOUTH- 
BOROUGH,  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  CREDIT  SAID 
TOWN  FOR  A  DEFICIENCY  OF  THREE  THREE   YEARS'  MEN. 

On  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Southborough,  set- 
ting forth,  that  they  are  fined  in  the  last  State  Tax,  for  a 
deficiency  of  three  three  years''  men,  praying  that  the  same 
may  be  abated,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  their  petition  : 

Whereas  it  appeal's  to  this  Court,  by  the  Superintendent's 
returns  for  the  county  of  Worcester,  that  the  said  toivn  of 
Southborough  did  actually  raise  and  march  the  whole  num- 
ber of  men  required  of  the  said  town  by  the  Resolve  of  the 
second  o/ December,  1780  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  credit  to  the  town  of  South- 
borough, Six  hundred  and  forty-two  p)ounds,  seven  shillings 
and  six  pence,  in  the  last  State  Tax,  it  being  the  fines  and 
bounties  for  three  three  years'  men  ;  and  the  Assessors 
of  said  town  are  to  govern  themselves  accordingly  in 
assessing  the  said  tax.  "  July  1,  17 $3. 
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Chapter  56. 

RESOLVE   APPOINTING  A   COMMITTEE    TO    RECEIVE,    EXAMINE    Qfia^-f     KR 
AND    PASS,    ON   ALL    ACCOUNTS    EXHIBITED    FOR    SERVICES  -^  * 

PERFORMED. 

Resolved^  That  Ephraim  Starkujeatlier ^  Charles  Turner 
and  JoscpJi  Hosmer,  Esquires  ;  Mr.  Joseph  Bradley  Var- 
rmrn  and  Mr.  Thomas  Clark;  be  a  Committee  to  receive, 
examine  and  pass,  on  all  accounts  that  are  now  or  may  be 
exhibited,  for  the  support  of  such  indigent  persons  as  are 
the  proper  charge  of  the  State,  and  all  other  accounts 
(those  only  excepted  that  are  or  ma}^  be  committed  to 
a  special  Committee)  that  shall  be  exhibited  for  services 
performed,  cash  advanced,  or  propert}^  sold  for  the  use  of 
this  Commonwealth,  by  order  of  the  General  Court,  or 
any  person  or  persons  authorized  to  incur  such  expence, 
where  the  same  are  properly  vouched  :  And  the  Committee 
are  hereby  vested  with  the  same  powers,  and  are  directed 
to  observe  the  same  rules,  which  are  prescribed  in  a 
Eesolve  of  the  General  Court,  passed  the  fifteenth  day  of 
March  last,  appointing  a  Committee  to  examine  and  pass 
on  accounts  ;  provided  that  the  said  Committee  do  not  sit 
on  the  business  of  their  appointment  at  any  time  in  the 
recess  of  the  General  Court,  excepting  the  three  weeks 
next  succeeding  their  present  sitting.  July  1,  1783. 


Chapter  57. 


RESOLVE  ON  THE 
OF  THE    TOW 
TO  CREDIT  SAID   TOWN 


[E   PETITION    OF  ASABEL    iriT££L£i?,  IN  BEHALF    Qhap.   57 
,^N   OF    SUDBURY,  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  -^  ' 


On  the  petition  o/'Asabel  Wheeler,  in  behalf  of  the  toivn 
of  Sudbury,  setting  forth,  that  the  said  tovm  ivas  fined  in 
the  last  State  Tax,  Two  hundred  and  twenty-two  pounds,  six 
shillings, /or  tlieir  deficiency  of  the  three  years'  Continental 
men :  praying  that  they  may  he  ahated  the  aforesaid  smn, 
for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  said  petition : 

And  vjhereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  by  the  Secretary's 
certificate  thcd  the  toivn  0/ Sudbury  have  procured  fifteen 
men  to  fill  the  Continental  Army,  agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of 
the  second  o/"  December,  1780,  lohich  teas  their  full  quota 
cf  the  said  Army : 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  credit  the  town  of  Sudbury, 
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Three  hundred  and  sixty-nine  pounds,  fourteen  shillings, 
in  the  last  State  Tax,  it  being  the  fines  and  bounty  for  the 
deficiency  of  the  said  town.  July  1,  1783. 

Chapter  58. 

Char)   58  resolve  on  petition  of  deborah  kxight,  giving  her 
-^  *  leave   to    dispose  of  a  piece  of  land,  on  certain 

conditions. 

On  the  petition  of  Deborah  Knight,  of  Boston,  in  the 
county  of  Suffolk,  praying  for  liberty  to  dispose  of  a  piece 
of  land,  as  mentioned  in  the  petition  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  he,  so  far 
granted,  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  sell  and  dispose 
of  the  land  therein  described,  for  the  purposes  there  men- 
tioned ;  and  that  she  be  impowered  to  give  and  execute  a 
good  and  sufiicient  deed  or  deeds  for  the  conveyance 
thereof  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  ;  she  giving  bond  to 
the  Judge  of  Probate,  &c.  for  the  county  of  Suffolk,  to 
apply  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  to  the  purposes  prayed  for 
in  the  said  petition.  July  1,  1783. 


Chap 


Chapter  59. 

59  RESOLVE  DIRECTING  RICHARD  DEVENS,  ESQ;  COMMISSARY 
GENERAL,  TO  OBTAIN  AN  ACCOUNT  OF  ALL  BARRACKS  AND 
OTHER  BUILDINGS,  BELONGING  TO  THIS  COMMONWEALTH, 
AND  MAKE  A  RETURN  OF  THE  SAME  TO  THE  GOVERNOR 
AND  COUNCIL,  AND  TO  DISPOSE  OF  SAID  BARRACKS,  &c. 
EXCEPTING. 

WJiereas  there  are  a  number  of  Barracks  and  other  Build- 
ings in  various  parts  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  which 
have  been  erected  during  the  war,  at  the  expence  thereof; 
but  are  not  v) anted  for  the  public  service,  and  ivillbe  lost 
to  government  if  measures  are  not  adopted  to  prevent  the 
same : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  Richard  Devens,  Esq  ;  Com- 
missary General  of  this  Commonwealth,  be,  and  he  is, 
hereb}^  directed,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  obtain  an  account 
of  all  the  Barracks  and  other  Buildings  which  belong  to  this 
Commonwealth,  also  the  places  where  they  are,  and  make 
return  of  the  same  to  the  Governor  and  Council,  who  are 
hereby  requested  to  consider  and  determine  which  of  them 
(if  any)  are  necessary  to  be  reserved  for  the  public  service. 
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And  the  Commissary  aforesaid  is  further  authorized  and 
directed,  (after  giving  suitable  notice  thereof)  to  sell  at 
public  auction,  all  the  Barracks,  Store  Houses  and  Bake- 
houses, excepting  such  as  the  Governor,  with  the  advice 
of  Council,  shall  order  to  be  reserved,  and  excepting  also 
such  of  them  as  the  Committee  appointed  to  build  a  Light 
House  at  the  entrance  of  Boston  Harbour  shall  want  for  said 
purpose.  The  money  arising  from  the  sale  of  said  Barracks 
and  other  Buildings,  the  Commissary  aforesaid  is  hereby 
directed  to  pay  into  the  Treasury  of  this  Commonwealth, 
and  take  duplicate  receipts  therefor,  one  of  which  to  be 
lodged  in  the  Secretary's  Office.  July  i,  1783. 

Chapter  60. 

RESOLVE    APPOINTING    SAMUEL    OSGOOD,    ESQ;   AND  MR.   ED-  f^r  nr\ 

WARD  WAIXE,  A  COMMITTEE   TO  SETTLE  THE  ACCOUNTS  OF  ^"^i^*    ^^ 
THE  LATE  BOARD  OF  WAR. 

^^llereus  it  is  of  great  importance  that  the  accounts  of  the 
late  Board  of  War  should  be  settled  as  soon  as  possible,  in 
order  that  the  claims  of  the  Commomvealth  against  the 
United  States,  may  be  fnalhj  ascertained,  and  the  debts 
of  many  individuals  may  be  known: 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  Samuel  Osgood,  Esq  ;  and 
Mr.  Edward  Waine,  be,  and  hereby  are,  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee to  settle  the  accounts  of  the  late  Board  of  War,  as 
speedily  as  may  be  ;  and  it  is  recommended  to  the  said 
Committee  to  apply  to  any  of  the  late  members  of  the  said 
Board  of  War,  or  to  any  of  their  clerks,  for  such  informa- 
tion as  they  shall  judge  necessary.  The  said  Committee 
to  be  allowed  for  their  service,  at  the  rate  of  Ten  shillings 
each  day,  and  eight  hours  to  be  accounted  a  day. 

July  1,  1783. 

Chapter  61. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION.  OF  ABEL  BLISS,  CHILEAB  B.  ri},^^  fl 
MERRICK,  AND  OTHERS,  HEADS  OF  SEVERAL  CLASSES  IN  ^"'^P'  ^^ 
THE   TOWN   OF    WILBRAHAM. 

On  tlie  petition  q/'Abel  Bliss,  ChileabB.  Merrick,  James 
Warriner,  and  Samuel  Sexton,  heads  of  several  classes  in 
the  toivn  of  \^\\hva\\An\,  setting  forth,  that  they  respectively 
procured  a  good,  able  bodied,  effective  man,  to  the  acceptance 
of  the  Muster  Master  residing  at  Springfield,  to  serve  in 
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the  Continental  Army  for  the  term  of  three  years,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  Resolve  of  the  General  Court  of  the  17 th 
of  March,  1782,  jjraying  that  the  fine  set  upon  each  class 
may  he  remitted  : 

And  luhereas  it  apjyeai's  to  this  Court,  that  each  of  the 
classes  aforesaid  did  procure  a  good,  able  bodied,  effective 
man,  previous  to  a  Resolve  of  the  General  Court  passed^ 
March  11,  1783,  directing  towns  in  this  Commonwealth 
that  have  made  no  return  of  men  raised  agreeably  to  the 
Resolves  of  December  2d,  1780,  and  March  7th,  1782, 
and  they  are  now  in  actual  service: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  be  so  far 
granted,  as  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  be, 
and  he  is,  hereby  directed  to  give  a  receipt  upon  the 
several  Constables  or  Collectors  of  Wilbraham,  to  whom 
the  said  classes'  rates  were  committed  to  collect,  in  favour 
oi  Abel  Bliss,  Chileab  B,  Merrick ,  James  Warriner,  and 
Samuel  Sexton,  and  the  classes  they  respectively  belong 
to,  the  sum  oi  Forty  four  pounds  each,  any  law  or  resolve 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  July  2,  1783. 


Chapter  63. 

ChaV'  62  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  william  brown,  in  behalf 

■'■  '  OF  THE   TOWN  OF  FRAMINGHAM,   ABATING  SAID  TOWN,   IN 

THE  LAST  TAX  ACT,  THE  SUM  OF  ONE  THOUSAND  FOUR 
HUNDRED  AND  NINETY-EIGHT  POUNDS,  SEVENTEEN  SHIL- 
LINGS AND  SIX  FENCE. 

On  the  petition  o/"  William  Brown,  in  behalf  of  the  town 
of  Framingham,^9?"aymp'  for  the  abatement  of  a  fine  set  to 
the  said  town,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  said  p)etition  : 

Whereas  it  appears  that  the  town  of  Framingham  is 
charged,  with  a  fine  in  the  last  Tax  Act,  for  the  deficiency  of 
seven  men,  required  of  the  said  town  by  a  Resolve  of  the 
General  Court  of  the  second  of  December,  1780;  and  it 
appearing  by  proper  certificates,  that  the  ivhole  of  the  said 
men  were  procured : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  town  of  Framingham  be 
abated,  in  the  last  Tax  Act,  the  sum  of  Fourteen  hundred 
and  ninety-eight  pounds,  seventeen  shillings  and  six 
pence,  in  full  for  the  fines  and  bounties  aforesaid  ;  and  the 
Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
directed  to  govern  himself  according  to  this  resolve. 

July  2,  1783. 
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Chapter  G3. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  WILLIAM  BODMA.V,  IN  BEHALF  CkaV'    63 
OF     THE     TOWN      OF      WILLIAMSBVRGH,     DIRECTING     THE  ^  ' 

TREASURER  TO  CREDIT  SAID  TOWN   IN  THE   LAST  TAX. 

On  the  petition  of  William  Bodman,  in  behalf  of  the 
toicn  of  Willianisburgh,  setting  forth,  that  the  said  town 
ivasfned  in  the  last  State  Tax ,  for  a  deficiency  of  one  tJiree 
years'  man,  and  'prayinrj  that  the  same  may  be  abated,  for 
reasons  set  forth  in  the  said  petition : 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  by  the  Superintend- 
enCs  receipts,  that  the  said  toivn  of  AVilliamsburgh  did 
actually  raise  and  march  thevhole  number  of  men  required 
by  the  Resolve  of  the  second  of  December,  1780  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  credit  the  said  town  of 
Williamsburgh,  Two  hundred  a7id  fourteen  2)ounds,  tv'o 
shillings  and  six  pence,  in  the  last  State  Tax,  it  being 
the  fine  and  bounty  for  one  three  years'  man  ;  and  the 
Assessors  of  the  said  town  of  Williamsburg  are  to  govern 
themselves  accordingly.  July  2,  1783. 

Chapter  64. 

RESOLVE     FOR     CELEBRATING     THE     ANNIVERSARY     OF    THE  (Jh^r)     64 
INDEPENDENCE   OF  THE   UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA.  ^  ' 

Resolved y  That  the  Legislature,  preceded  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, the  Lieutenant  Governor,  and  the  Council  of  the 
State,  if  his  Excellency  and  their  Honors  shall  see  cause 
to  attend,  will  on  Friday  next,  at  ten  of  the  clock  in  the 
forenoon,  that  day  being  the  Anniversary  of  the  Indepen- 
dence of  the  United  States  of  America,  repair  to  some 
suitable  place  for  public  worship  ;  and  there,  in  a  solemn 
and  public  manner,  render  thanks  to  Almighty  GOD,  for 
his  great  and  unmerited  mercy  to  these  States,  in  support- 
ing them  through  a  dangerous,  long  and  expensive  war  ; 

—  in  raising  them  to  rank  among  the  nations  of  the  earth  ; 

—  in  establishing  them  as  an  independent  Republic  ;  —  in 
finally  bestowing  on  them  the  long  wished  for  blessing  of 
a  ccs.sation  of  hostilities  ;  —  and  in  attbrding  them  reason 
to  hope,  that  they  will  speedily  receive  a  definitive  treaty 
of  peace  ;  and  also  to  implore  the  divine  benediction  on 
the  government  and  public  concerns  of  these  States. 
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And  the  Governor  and  Council  are  requested  to  order 
such  preparations  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  at  twelve  of  the 
clock  on  that  day,  as  hath  been  usual  on  such  occasions  ; 
and  that  the  Governor  would  direct  such  demonstrations 
of  joy,  by  the  discharge  of  cannon,  Szc.  as  he  shall  think 
proper. 

Resolved,  That  John  Pitts,  Esq :  Mr.  PhilUjjs,  and 
Col.  Danes,  be  a  committee  to  procure  a  place  for  the 
said  meeting,  and  to  acquaint  the  Rev.  Doctor  Cooper, 
the  Chaplain  of  the  two  Houses,  that  they  expect  he  will 
take  the  lead  in  the  devotion  of  the  day.      July  2,  1783. 


Chapter  65. 


Chan     fio  RESOLVE   ON  THE    PETITION  OF  /O.VJS  DIX,  ESQ;    IN  Bl 
/  OF  THE   TOWN  OF    WALTEA^,!.  DIRECTING  THE   TEEA5 


N  BEHALF 
lSUEER 
TO    CREDIT    SAID    TOWN    IN    THE    LAST   TAX  ACT,   TWESTT- 

osE  poryns,  oys  shilling  and  ELEVEy  PEycE. 


On  t] I e  petition  of  Jonas  Dix,  £sq;  in  heh.olf  of  the  tovra 
o/^Waltham,  setting  forth,  that  the  toirn  v:ns  fined  in  the 
last  State  Tax,  for  a  deficiency  of  one  three  months''  man, 
prayinfj  that  the  same  may  he  abated,  for  reasons  set  forth, 
in  his  petition  : 

JVhereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  that  the  tovm  o/^*  Wal- 
tham  did  actually  raise  and  march,  the  xchole  numher  of 
men  required  of  the  said  tovm  by  a  Resolve  of  the  ?>(}th  of 
June,  1781  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  credit  the  town  of  Wal- 
tham,  Tv:enty-one  pounds,  one  shilling  and  ele^sen  jjence,  in 
the  last  State  Tax,  it  being  the  fine  and  bounty  for  one 
three  months'  man.  July  2,  1783. 


Chapter  66. 

Chan    66  p^esol\'e  on  the  petition  of  ruth  cjtis,  executrix  of 

-^  •       ^  THE  LAST  WILL  OF  JAMES   OTIS,  ESQ;    DECEASED. 

On  the  jjetition  of  Euth  Otis,  Executrix  of  the  last  ivill 
and.  testament  of  James,  Otis,  late  of  Boston,  Esq:  deceased, 
praying  that  she  may  be  irrqjoivered,  in  her  cajjacity,  to 
execute  a  good  and  sn/fficient  deed  of  a  certain  tract  of  land, 
lying  in  Murrayfield  Equivalent,  containing  about  one  h.un- 
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d red  and  eighty  acres ^  which  the  said  James  Otis,  in  his 
life  time,  covenanted  to  sell  to  one  James  Gloyd  : 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  the  said  Ruth  Otis,  in  her  capacity  of  Executrix  as 
aforesaid,  is  herein'  authorized  and  impowered,  to  make 
and  execute  a  good  and  lawful  deed  of  the  land  aforesaid, 
to  the  said  James  Gloi/d:  she  first  giving  security  to  the 
Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of  Sufolk,  to  dispose  of 
the  monies  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  same,  agreeable  to 
law.  "  Jidi2,17S3. 


Chapter  6T. 

KESOLVE  GRANTING  TO   OLIVER  PHELPS,  ESQ;    OXE  HUNDRED  njif,^-,     (V 
FORTY-FIVE     POUNDS,     ELEVEN     SHILLINGS     AND    EIGHT  -^  ' 

PENCE,  BEING  THE  BALANCE  DUE  UPON  SETTLEMENT, 
AND  HOLDING  HIM  ACCOUNTABLE  FOR  CERTAIN  SUMS  OR 
ARTICLES;  AND  FOUR  HUNDRED  AND  NIXETY-SIX  POUNDS, 
FIVE  SHILLINGS.  FOR  HIS  SERVICES;  AND  DIRECTING  THE 
TREASURER  TO  RECEIVE  A  SUM  OF  MONEY  IN  THE  OLD 
EMISSION. 

Resolved.  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
Public  Treasury,  to  Oliver  Phelps,  Esq  :  late  Superintend- 
ent of  purchases,  the  sum  of  One  hundred  and  fort y-Jjve 
pounds,  eleven  shillings  and  eight  pence,  being  the  balance 
due  to  him  upon  the  settlement  of  his  accounts  with  the 
Committee  appointed  therefor,  in  behalf  of  this  Common- 
wealth, as  appears  by  the  report  of  the  said  Committee ; 
the  said  Oliver  Phelps  to  be  held  accountable  notwith- 
standing, for  any  quantities  of  Beef,  or  other  specific 
Articles,  or  Sums  of  mone}',  which  may  hereafter  appear  to 
have  been  delivered  to  him  or  to  his  agents,  and  not  already 
accounted  for  by  him  :  and  also  to  proceed  with  all  possi- 
ble dispatch  in  bringing  the  accounts  of  his  agents  to  a 
close,  for  which  service  he  shall  be  intitled  to  a  reasonable 
compensation. 

Re.'<nlved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
Public  Treasury,  to  the  said  Oliver  Phelps,  the  further  sum 
of  Four  hundred  and  ninety-six  jwunds,  fve  shillings,  in 
full  for  the  services  and  expences  of  himself  and  his  clerk, 
from  the  29th  of  January,  1781.  to  the  15th  of  April, 
17.^1*  ;  lieing  the  time  he  was  employed  as  Superintendent 
of  Purchases,  as  also  for  his  time  and  expences  in  perform- 
ing several  journeys,  and  attending  upon  the  settlement  of 
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his  accounts,  agreeable  to  the  orders  of  the  General  Court, 
since  the  expiration  of  his  superintendency. 

And  wheveaa  it  appears  to  this  Court,  that  there  are  in 
the  hands  of  the  said  Oliver  Phelps,  Seventeen  thousand 
eight  hundred  doUar^,  in  bins  of  the  old  emission,  which 
irere  received  hij  him  and  his  af/ents,  in  lieu  of  Beef ,  u-hilst 
authorized  thereto  hy  the  Besohes  of  the  General  Court: 

Therefore  Besolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  directed  to  receive  of  the  said  Oliver  Bhelps, 
Seventeen  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars,  of  the  old 
emission,  which  were  taken  by  him  and  his  agents,  in  lieu 
of  Beef,  and  for  which  he  is  credited  by  the  Committee 
aforesaid,  giving  duplicate  receipts  therefor,  one  of  which 
to  be  lodged  in  the  Secretary's  Office.  July  2,  17S3. 


Chapter  68. 

/-YT  no  RESOLVE    ON    THE    REPRESENTATION    OF    JOHN    WOODWARD, 

Kjfiap.    UO  ^g^_    jj^   BEHALF   OF  THE   TOWN   OF  NEWTOWN. 

On  the  representation  of  John  Woodward,  Esq;  in 
behalf  of  the  town  o/Newtown,  setting  forth,  that  executions 
have  issued  against  two  classes  in  the  said  town  q/"Newtow^n, 
for  not  raising  the  men  agreeable  to  a  Besolve  of  the 
Genercd  Ccmrt, passed  in  March,  1782  ;  and  further  setting 
forth,  that  the  said  two  classes  did  absolutely  raise  their 
men  before  the  executions  were  returnable;  mustered  and 
delivered  them  to  the  Continental  Muster  Master ,  for  u^hom 
thpy  tooh  his  receipts;  that  the  said  classes  did  not  return 
the  said  receipts  to  the  Treasurer  ivithin  the  time  limited 
for  him  to  take  them  in  discharge  of  the  executions,  — 
praying  that  the  Treasurer  may  he  directed  to  take  the  said 
receipts  in  discharge  of  the  above  said  executions,  in  the 
same  manner  that  he  woidd  have  done,  provided  they  had 
been  returned  before  the  first  of  May  last. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  receive  the  above  men- 
tioned Muster  Master's  receipts  in  full  discharge  of  the 
al)ove  mentioned  executions  :  the  delinquent  classes  bearing 
the  official  costs  of  the  same,  provided  the  said  receipts 
are  presented  to  the  Treasurer,  on  or  before  the  tenth  day 
of  July  instant,  any  law  or  resolve  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. "  July  2,  1783. 
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Chcapter   69. 

RESOLVE    DIRECTING    RICHARD    DEVENS,    ESQ;     COMMISSARY  QJicn)     69 
GENERAL,    TO    BUILD    AND    COMPLEAT   A   LIGHT  HOUSE    AND  ^  ' 

OTHER  BUILDINGS,  AT  THE  ENTRANCE  OF  BOSTON  HAR- 
BOUR, AND  GRANTING  HIM  OXE  THOUSAND  POUNDS  TO 
EXECUTE  THE  BUSINESS;  AND  MAKING  PROVISION  FOR 
THE  REPAIRING  THE  LIGHT  HOUSES  ON  THATCHER'S 
ISLAND,   NANTUCKET  AND   THE    GURNET. 

Resolved,  That  Richard  Devens,  Esq ;  Commissary 
General  of  this  Commonwealth  be,  and  he  is,  hereby 
authorized  and  directed,  with  all  possible  dispatch,  to 
build  and  compleat  a  Light  House  and  other  necessary 
buildings,  at  the  entrance  of  Bosfon  Harbour,  on  the  same 
island  where  a  Light  House  was  formerly  erected  ;  the  said 
Light  House  to  be  nearlj^  of  the  same  dimensions  of  the 
former  Light  House  on  the  said  island  ;  and  the  Commissary 
aforesaid,  is  also  directed,  to  make  the  necessary  repairs 
on  the  wharves  at  the  said  island. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
Treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  Richard  Devens, 
Esq  ;  the  sum  of  One  thousand  pounds,  to  enable  him  to 
execute  the  business  assigned  him  by  these  Resolves  ;  Three 
hundred  pounds  of  which,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  barracks  which  have  been  ordered  to  be  sold,  and 
the  other  Seven  hundred  pounds,  out  of  the  tax  granted 
the  last  sessions  of  the  General  Court. 

And  the  Commissary  aforesaid  is  further  authorized  and 
directed,  to  make  use  of  any  of  the  barracks  or  other 
buildings  on  JSfoddle's  Island  or  Hull,  which  shall  l)e  nec- 
essary for  erectino;  the  Light  House  and  other  buildino-s. 

And  he  is  also  further  authorized  and  directed,  to 
demand  and  receive  from  any  person  or  persons,  any 
articles  or  materials  which  belonoed  to  the  former  Light 
House  or  other  buildings  on  the  said  island. 

Resolved,  That  Petrr   Coffin,  Esq  ;   be,  and  he  hereby  ♦ 

is,  appointed  a  committee  to  repair  and  put  in  order  the 
Light  Houses  on  Tliatcher's  Island,  near  Cape  Ann;  and 
the  said  Peter  Coffin,  Esq ;  is  hereby  authorized  and 
directed  to  demand  and  receive  from  any  person  or  per- 
sons, (who  may  have  the  same  in  possession)  all  articles 
which  belong  to  the  said  Light  Houses,  to  be  applied  for 
repairing  the  same  ;  and  the  said  Peter  Coffin  is  hereby 
further  directed,  to  execute  the  said  business  with  all 
possible  dispatch,  and  lay  his  accounts  before  the  General 
Court,  for  allowance  and  payment. 
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BesoJved,  That  Stephen  Hussey,  Esq  ;  be,  and  he  is, 
hciehy  appointed  a  Committee  to  repair  and  put  in  proper 
order,  the  Liaht  House  on  the  island  of  Nantuchet,  and 
lay  his  accounts  before  the  General  Court  for  allowance 
and  payment. 

Resolved,  That  William  Drew,  Esq;  be,  and  he  is, 
hereby  appointed  a  Conmiittee  to  repair  and  put  in  proper 
orderahe  Light  House  on  the  Gurnet,  near  Plymouth,  and 
lay  his  accounts  before  the  General  Court  for  allowance 
and  payment. 

And  it  is  also  further  Resolved,  That  the  Commissary 
aforesaid,  and  the  several  Committees  appointed  by  these 
Resolves  to  erect  and  repair  the  Light  Houses  aforesaid, 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  severally  directed,  to  compleat  the 
same,  with  all  possible  dispatch,  and  when  compleated,  to 
make  the  report  thereof  to  the  Governor,  who  is  hereby 
authorized,  with  the  advice  of  Council,  to  appoint  suitable 
persons  to  attend  and  take  care  of  the  same,  under  such 
rules  and  regulations  as  the  Governor,  with  advice  of 
Council,  shall  judge  necessary  and  best  calculated  to 
answer  the  important  purposes  for  which  they  are 
intended.  July  2,  1783. 


Chap,  70 


Chapter  70. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  MEMORIAL  OV  NATHANIEL  HEARD,  AND  A 
NUMBEn  OF  OTHERS,  APPOINTING  A  COMMITTEE  TO  ADJUST 
THE  ACCOUNTS  MENTIONED,  AND  DIRECTING  THE  ATTOR- 
NEY GENERAL  TO  COMMENCE  A  PROCESS  AGAINST  BEN- 
JAMIN  GOULD. 

On  the  memorial  of  Nathaniel  Heard,  and  a  number  of 
others,  prayinrj  for  their  money  due  to  them  for  three 
months^  service,  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Benjamin 
Gould,  in  the  year  1780  : 

Whereas  hy  a  Resolve  of  the  General  Court,  q/"  February 
12,  17S2,  the  Treasurer  teas  directed  to  pay  to  Capt. 
Benjamin  Gould,  the  money  due  to  his  company;  and  the 
said  Gould  did  receive  the  same,  hut  hat/i  paid  only  a 
small  part  to  the  men;  and  as  the  said  Gould  ivas  ordered 
to  appear  on  tlie  second  Wednesday  of  the  present  sitting 
of  the  General  Court,  hut  hath  not  appeared  nor  exhibited 
his  accounts,  by  reason  whereof  it  doth  not  appear  ichat  is 
the  just  balance  due  to  the  company  under  his  command: 

Therefore  Resolved,   That   the   Hon.    /Stephen    Choate, 


1783.  — May  Session.  713 

Esq;  Jolin  Cltoafe,  Esq;  and  Mr.  JoJin  Crocker ^  be  a 
Committee  to  settle  and  adjust  the  accounts  between  Capt. 
Benjcnnin  Gould  and  the  men  under  his  command,  borne 
on  the  roll  lodged  in  the  Treasury  Office  ;  and  that  the 
said  Committee  give  notice  to  the  said  Gould  and  the  men 
under  his  command,  of  the  time  and  place  when  they  will 
meet  in  order  to  make  such  settlement,  that  he  and  they 
may  be  present :  But  if  the  parties,  or  either  of  them,  do 
not  appear,  the  said  Committee,  or  the  major  part  of  them, 
are  to  proceed,  ex  jiarte,  and  find  the  balance,  in  the  best 
way  they  can  ;  and  report  the  same  on  the  second  Wednes- 
day of  the  next  sitting  of  the  General  Court,  in  order  for 
payment  of  the  balances  that  shall  appear  to  be  due  on  the 
said  rolls  :  And  that  the  Attorney  General  be,  and  he  is, 
hereby  directed  to  commence  a  process  against  the  said 
Benjamin  Gould,  for  the  balance  that  shall  appear  to  be 
due  to  government,  agreeable  to  the  settlement  that  shall 
be  made  by  the  Committee  aforesaid,  unless  the  said 
Gould,  shall,  within  one  month  after  the  second  Wednes- 
day of  the  next  sitting  of  the  General  Court,  pay  the 
same  unto  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth. 

July  5,  1 783. 


Chapter  71. 

RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  TO  COMMENCE   QJiQp     ^\ 
AN    ACTION    ON   THE    BOND    GIVEN    BY    ZEBEDEE    SPROUT,  J-  ' 

AGENT   ON     THE    ESTATES    OF    PETER    OLIVER    AND  PETER 
OLIVER,  JUN.,  ABSENTEES. 

Whereas  it  appeam  to  this  Court,  that  Zebedee  Sprout, 
Af/eut  on  the  estates  of  Peter  Oliver  and  Peter  Oliver,  jun. , 
Absentees,  unreasonabhj  ner/lects  to  2')ay  into  the  Treasury 
of  this  Commonwealtli,  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  tlie  per- 
sonal estates  of  the  said  Peter  Oliver  and  Peter  Oliver, 
jun  : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Attorney  General  be,  and 
he  is,  hereby  directed  to  commence  fm  action  on  the  bond 
given  by  hira,  the  said  Zebedee  Sprout,  for  the  faithful 
discharge  of  his  said  agency,  and  to  pursue  the  same  to 
final  judgment  and  execution.  July  4,  1783.     ^ 
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Chapter  72. 

rhni^     79  A  GRANT    OF    SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY-THREE   POUSDS, 
Kjliup.    t^        ^,^^,^   SHILLIXGS   AXD    THREE   PEXCE  THREE  FARTHINGS, 

TO    THE   HON.   SAMUEL   OSGOOD,  ESQ;    FOR    EXPENDITURES 

AND  WAGES  AS  A  MEMBER  OF  CONGRESS. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth,  to  the  Hon.  Samuel  Osgood,  Esq;  the 
sum  of  Sixty -four  pounds,  four  shillings  and  three  j^ence, 
three  farthings,  bahmce  due  on  expenditures  ;  and  the 
further  sum  of  Seven  hundred  and  nineteen  pounds,  in  full 
for  two  years'  wages,  deducting  eleven  days  ;  the  said 
sums  being  in  full  for  expenditures  and  wages  to  this 
time.  July  4,  1783. 

Chapter  73. 

Chnn     7S  RESOLVE    making    an    establishment  for  THE  PAY  OF  THE 
Kyflip.     It>  MEMBERS  OF  THE  GENERAL  COURT. 

Resolved,  That  there  l)e  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
Treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  each  member  of  the 
Hon.  Council,  the  sum  of  Eight  shillings  per  day;  and 
also  to  the  members  of  the  General  Court,  as  follows,  viz. 
to  each  member  of  the  Hon.  Senate,  Seven  shillings  and 
six  pence  per  day,  and  to  each  member  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  Seven  shillings  per  day,  for  each  day 
they  have  attended  their  duty  respectively  in  the  General 
Court,  from  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  May  last  to  the 
tenth  day  of  July  current  ;  and  that  their  travel  pay  be  in 
proportion  thereto,  as  pointed  out  by  the  Constitution. 

July  4,1783. 

Chapter  74. 

Chai)     74  '^  GRANT  OF  FIFTY  POUXDS  TO    IVILLIAM  BAKER,  MESSENGER 
^  ■  TO    THE    GENERAL    COURT,    FOR    THREE    MONTHS'    SERVICE, 

ENDING  THE  TW^ENTY-FIFTH  DAY  OF  MAY  LAST. 

On  the  petition  of  "William  Baker,  Messenger  to  the 
General  Court: 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  Public  Treasury 
of  this  Commonwealth  to  ^Ir.  William  Bah:er,  Messenger 
of  the  General  Court,  Fifty  pounds,  being  in  full  for  three 
months'  service,  ending  the  twenty-tifth  daj^  of  May  last. 

July  4,  17 S3. 


1783.  — May  Session.  715 

Chapter  75. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JOHX  FZ.0fl.4.VC£,  ADMINISTRA-  (JJinrt      75 
TOR    ON  THE   ESTATE  OF  HEXRT  FLORASCE,  LATE  OF  MAR-  J-  ' 

BLEHEAD. 

On  the  petition  of  John  Florance,  Administrator  on  the 
estate  of  Henry  Florance,  Jate  of  Marblehead,  deceased, 
sett inq  forth,  that  he  is  liable  to  a  loss  on  paper  currency, 
7chich  he  received  for  the  effects  of  the  said  estate,  vithout 
the  interposition  of  this  Court,  and  praying  for  liberty  to 
sell  part  of  the  said  estate: 

Resolved,  That  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of 
Esse.i\  be,  and  he  is,  hereby  impowered  and  directed  to 
settle  the  administration  account  of  the  said  John  Flor- 
ance. on  the  principles  of  equity  and  justice,  and  to  make 
such  allowance  for  the  depreciation  of  the  paper  currency, 
as  shall  appear  just :  And  the  said  Administrator  is  hereby 
authorized  and  impowered.  to  make  sale  of  so  much  of  the 
real  estate  of  the  said  Henry  Florance,  deceased,  as  shall 
be  sufficient  to  pay  the  sum  which  shall  appear  to  be  due, 
on  a  settlement  of  his  administration  account,  and  to 
make  and  execute  a  good  and  sufficient  deed  or  deeds 
thereof,  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  :  he  observing  the 
rules  of  law  for  the  sale  of  real  estates  by  executors  or 
administrators,  and  giving  security  to  the  Judge  of  Pro- 
bate for  the  county  of  Essex,  that  the  proceeds  arising 
from  such  sale,  shall  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the 
debts  against  the  said  estate.  July  3,  1783. 


Chapter  76. 

RESOLVE  ALLOWING  THE  ESTIMATE  OF  ONE  HUNDRED  AXD 
TWEXTT  POUNDS,  FOR  DEFRAYING  THE  CHARGES  OF  THE 
COUNTY  OF   YORK,  AND  GRANTING  A  TAX. 

Whereas  it  appears  that  the  Treasurer's  a<:counts  for  the 
county  of  York,  were  under  such  circumstances,  that  the 
Justices  of  the  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  in  that 
county,  could  not,  at  their  sessions  preceding  the  frst  day 
o/"  January  last  past,  lay  an  estimate  qf  their  county  charges 
for  the  present  year,  before  the  General  Court,  agreeable 
to  an  act  passed  November  2,  17  SI,  for  ichich  reason  it  is 
necessary  to  afford  them  relief  and  aid: 

Therefore  Resolved,  Th^X  the  estimate  of  One  hundred 
and   tiventy   jjounds,    now    laid    before   this    Court,    for 
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defraying  the  charges  of  the  said  county  of  York  for  the 
current  year,  be,  and  it  is,  hereby  allowed  ;  and  a  tax  for 
the  said  sum  of  One  liundred  and  tirenty  pounds,  is  l>ere- 
by  granted,  and  laid  upon  the  said  county  of  Yorl\  for 
the  purposes  of  defraying  the  charges  of  the  present  year  ; 
and  that  the  Justices  of  the  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace 
in  the  said  county,  at  their  next  session,  and  all  other 
officers  concerned,  are  hereby  authorized  and  impowered, 
to  proceed  in  the  affair  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  esti- 
mate had  been  laid  before  the  General  Court  before  the 
first  day  of  January  last  past,  any  thing  in  the  aforesaid 
act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  July  7,  17 S3. 


Chap. 


77 


Chap. 


Chapter  77. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE  SELECTMEN  OF  SM'AXZEY, 
DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  CREDIT  SAID  TOWN. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Selectmen  q/"Swanzey,  setting  forth, 
that  the  said  toivn  teas  fined,  in  the  last  State  Tax.  for  a 
deficiency  of  nineteen  three  years'  men,  prai/ing  tfiat  the 
same  may  he  abated,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  their  petition : 

Whereas  it  aj)pears  to  this  Court,  hy  the  Superintend- 
enCs  receipts,  that  the  toicn  o/"Swanzey  did  actually  raise 
and  deliver  twelve  of  the  above  mentioned  men,  for  which 
they  were  fined;  and  it  further  appears,  by  a  certificate 
from  the  Treasurer  s  Office,  that  the  said  toivn  o/Swanzey 
have  assessed  the  average  price,  with  ten  per  cent,  added, 
on  seven  Quaker  Classes,  agreeable  to  the  Militia  Law, 
making  in  the  wJiole  7iineteen  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  credit  the  town  of  Swanr<:ey, 
Four  thousand  and  sixty-eight  pounds,  seven  shillings  and 
six  pence,  in  the  last  State  Tax,  it  being  the  fines  and 
bounties  of  nineteen  men  ;  and  the  Assessors  of  the  town 
of  Swanzey  are  to  govern  themselves  accordingly  in 
.   assessing  said  tax.  July  7,  17S3. 

Chapter  78. 

rjo  A  GRANT  OF  TWENTY-FIVE  POUNDS,  TO  THOMAS  WILLIAMS  AND 

CALEB  KIMBALL. 

On  the  petition  o/*Thomas  Williams  and  Caleb  Kimball, 
setting  forth,  that  they  apprehended  one  John  Dawson, 
who  ivas  thereupon  convicted  before  the  Sup)reme  Judicial 
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Courts  of  making  mold fi  and  other  instruments^  with  design 
to  counterfeit  the  trite  Spanish  milled  dollars  and  the  facts 
as  spf  forth  appearing  to  he  true: 

JRpsolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
Public  Treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  said  Thomas 
]]'il/i(in/s  and  Caleb  Kiiithall,  the  sum  of  Ticenty-five 
jiounda,  lawful  money,  out  of  the  appropriation  for  con- 
tingencies, made  in  the  last  Tax  Act,  it  beino;  in  full  for 
the  al)ove  service  and  expences  of  the  said  Williams  and 
Kimball.  July  7,  1783. 

Chapter  79. 

RESOLVE   ON   THE   PETITION  OF  JOHX  PREBLE,  FOR  THE  PAY-  QJidp     79 
MENT   OF  A  ROLL  OF   COL.  JOIIX  ALLAN,  EASTERN  DEPART-  ^  ' 

MENT. 

On  the  petition  q/"  John  'Preh\e,  prai/ing  that  the  Pay 
Roll  of  Col.  John  Allan,  Eastern  Department,  may  be 
passed,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  said  petition: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  with  advice  of  Coun- 
cil, be,  and  he  is,  hereby  requested  to  grant  his  warrant 
on  the  Treasurer,  for  the  sum  of  JSTine  Mindred  and  ninety- 
seven  p>ounds,  thirteen  shillings  and  eight  pence,  which 
appears  due  on  the  said  roll,  for  himself  and  men,  and 
charge  the  same  to  the  United  States,  Jidy  7,  1783. 

Chapter  80. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  ELISHA  HEDGE,  GRANTING  HIM  Cjhn^     gQ 
TEX  POUNDS,  SIX  SHILLINGS,  OUT  OF  THE  ESTATE  OF  DANIEL  L  ' 

MURRAY,  LATE  OF  RUTLAND,  IN   THE  COUNTY  OF   WORCES- 
TER, AN  ABSENTEE. 

On  the  petition  q/'Elisha  Jledge,  praying  that  he  may 
be  allowed  his  claim,  out  of  the  estate  of  DameX  Murray, 
late  of  Eutland,  in  the  county  o/" Worcester,  an  Absentee: 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  that  there  is  a  prom- 
issory note,  signed  by  the  said.  Daniel  Murray,  bearing  date 
June  24,  1111,  for  the  sum  of  Six  pounds,  and  the  inter- 
est of  the  same  for  ttvelve  years,  amounting  to  Four  pounds, 
six  shillings,  noio  the  property  of  the  said  Elisha  Hedge, 
the  principal  and  interest  of  the  said  note  being  Ten  pounds, 
six  shillings  ;  but  the  said  Elisha  not  living  in  the  said 
county,  missed  of  having  notice  to  exhibit  his  claim  to  the 
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Commissioners  on  the  estate  of  the  said  Absentee,  and  the 
said  estate  being  noiv  sold,  and  the  neat  joroceeds  thereof 
paid  into  the  Public  Treasury,  amounting  to  Oue  thousand 
and  seventy  pounds,  and  the  said  Elisha  JiatJi  made  oath 
to  the  truth  of  his  claim  aforesaid,  but  there  being  no  Com- 
missioners on  the  said  Absentee's  estate  now  existing,  to 
receive  the  same: 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out 
of  the  Public  Treasury,  to  the  said  Elisha  Hedge,  the  sum 
of  Ten  iwunds,  six  shillings,  in  full  of  his  claim  on  the 
estate  of  the  said  Absentee  ;  and  the  said  ElisJia  is  hereby 
required  to  leave  the  note  aforementioned  in  the  Treas- 
urer's Office,  on  his  receiving  the  allowance  aforesaid,  any 
law  or  resolve  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

July  8,  1783. 


Chap. 


Chapter  81. 

^\  RESOLVE  ON  THE  MEMORIAL  OF  J0.V^T/7^.V  5/JOIF.V,  IN  BEHALF 
OF  THE  TOWN  OF  WATERTOWN,  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER 
TO  CREDIT  SAID  TOWN. 

On  the  memorial  o/"  Jonathan  Brown,  in  behalf  of  the 
town  of  Watertown  : 

Whereas  it  a])pears  to  this  Court,  that  the  said  town 
tvas  fined,  in  the  Tax  Act  of  March  last,  for  deficiency  of 
six  Continental  men,  required  to  be  raised  for  three  years, 
when  at  the  same  time  they  should  have  been  credited;  and 
that  they  were  in  the  said  Tax  Act  charged  the  sum  of 
Eleven  pounds,  eighteen  shillings, /or  the  j^ay  of  a  Repre- 
sentative, more  than  they  ought  to  have  been: 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  credit  the 
said  town  of  Waterloivn,  in  the  aforesaid  tax,  the  sum  of 
Twelve  hundred  and  ninety-six  pounds,  thirteen  shillings, 
it  being  in  full  of  what  the  said  town  was  overcharged  as 
aforesaid,  in  the  said  tax.  July  8,  1783. 

Chapter  82. 
Chap.  82  RESOLVE  adjourning  the  court  of  general  sessions  of 

■'■  '  THE  peace  and  COURT  OF  COMMON  PLEAS,  TO  BE  HOLDEN 

AT  GREAT  BARRIXGTON   IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  BERKSHIRE, 
TO  THE  SECOND  TUESDAY  OF  SEPTEMBER   NEXT. 

Whereas  it  is  found  to  be  inconvenient,  that  the  Court 
of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  and  Court  of  Common 
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JPleas,  which  by  laic  should  be  Jiolden  at  Great  Barrino^ton, 
loithin  and  for  the  county  q/*  Berkshire,  on  the  third  Tues- 
day q/" August  next,  should  then  sit: 

liesolved,  That  the  said  Courts  be,  and  they  hereby  are, 
adjourned  from  the  said  third  Tuesday  of  Auriust  until 
the  second  Tuesday  of  ^September  next ;  and  that  all  actions, 
of  whatever  nature  or  kind,  all  recognizances,  writs,  proc- 
esses, matters  and  things  whatsoever,  which  by  law  are 
continued  unto,  or  returnable  .*it,  and  which  should  be 
heard,  judged  of,  determined  and  acted  upon  in  the  Courts 
aforesaid,  on  the  said  third  Tuesday  of  August,  at  Great 
Barrington  aforesaid  ;  shall  have  day,  be  continued  unto, 
heard,  judged  of,  and  acted  upon,  in  and  by  the  Courts 
next  aforesaid,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  September,  at 
Great  Barrington  aforesaid,  any  law  of  this  Common- 
wealth to  the  contrary'  notwithstanding.       July  8,  1783. 


Chapter  83. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  PHILLIPS  PA7S0N,  IN  BEHALF 
OF   THE   TOWN   OF   CHELSEA,  ABATING   SAID  TOWN  ELE 
SHILLIXGS  AXD  SIX  PEXCE  ON  THE  LAST  VALUATION,  UNTIL 
THE  FURTHER  ORDER  OF  THE  GENERAL  COURT. 

On  the  petition  q/*  Phillips  Payson,  in  behalf  of  the  toivn 
of  Chelsea,  praying  for  a  redr^ess  of  grievances,  as  set 
^  fo  rth  i)  I  sa  id  jjet  it  io  n  : 

Resolved,  That  the  tine  of  Ticenty-eight  pounds,  five 
shillings,  laid  on  said  town  for  not  sending  a  Repi'esenta- 
tive  to  the  General  Court  the  last  year,  be  remitted. 

And  whereas  upon  examination  it  appears,  that  the 
town  of  Chelsea  is  raised  by  the  last  valuation,  Eighteen 
shillings  and  one  penny  farthing  on  the  thousand  pounds, 
from  ichat  it  paid  in  the  year  1772  :  A)id  v^hf^reas  it  fur- 
ther appears,  that  said  town  has  suffered  in  tlie  diminution 
of  their  buildings  at  Point  Shirley,  and  received  great 
dainages  in  the  ]/ear  1775  : 

Besolved,  That  until  the  further  order  of  the  General 
Court,  the  town  of  Chelsea  be  abated  on  the  last  valuation 
of  17;sl,  Eleven  shillings  and  six  pence  on  the  thousand 
pounds,  from  what  it  now  stands,  and  that  the  same  be 
laid  on  the  county  of  Suffolk ;  and  that  the  tax  granted  in 
March  last  be  abated  in  that  proportion  ;  and  the  Treas- 
urer l)e,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  credit  the  town  of 
Chelsea  the  above  sum,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  Three 
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hundred  and   sixty-two  pounds,  fourteen   shillings,  any 
former  order  notwithstanding.  July  8,  17S3. 

Chapter  84. 

ChaV     84  I^ESOLVE  requesting  the  governor  to  inform  MR.  MORRIS, 
^'  THAT  GOVERNMENT  HAVE  PASSED  EVERY  NECESSARY  RESO- 

LUTION FOR  THE  COLLECTING  TAXES  APPROPRIATED  FOR 
THE  USE  OF  CONGRESS,  AND  THAT  THE  LEGISLATURE  DIS- 
APPROVE OF  THE  METHOD  PROPOSED  FOR  THE  PAYMENT 
OF   THREE    MONTHS'    WAGES   TO   THE    AMERICAN   ARMY. 

The  Committee  of  holli  Houses,  appointed  to  consider  the 
/e/^e?"  q/" Robert  Morris,  Esq;  dated  June  5,  heg  leave  to 
report  : 

That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  inform  Mr.  Morris, 
that  the  Legislature  of  this  Commonwealth  have  already 
passed  every  necessary  Resolution,  for  the  purpose  of 
collecting  the  taxes  appropriated  for  the  use  of  Congress, 
and  that  the  usual  compliance  on  ihe  part  of  the  people  is 
to  be  expected ;  and  that  his  Excellency  be  further 
requested  to  observe,  that  the  Legislature,  disapproving 
of  the  method  proposed  for  the  payment  of  three  months' 
wages  to  the  American  Army,  have  signified  the  same  to 
the  Delegates  of  this  Commonwealth,  now  at  Congress, 
and  instructed  them  to  use  their  best  exertions  to  prevent 
the  execution  of  a  measure  that  must  unavoidably  be 
attended  with  great  injury  to  the  soldiers  of  the  American 
Army.  July  8,  17 S3. 

Chapter  S5. 

CkaV      85  I^ESOLVE   ON  THE  PETITION   OF  JOYATHAN  EDDY,   IN   BEHALF 

-^  *  OF   THE  TOWN  OF  SHARON,  DIRECTING   THE  TREASURER  TO 

RECEIPT    THE    CONSTABLES    OR    COLLECTORS   OF   THE    SAID 

TOWN,    THIRTY-SIX    POUyDS,    THREE    SHILLIXGS,    IN    THE 

LAST  TAX  ACT. 

On  the  petition  of  Jonathan  Eddy,  in  behalf  of  the 
toivn  of  Sharon,  setting  foiih,  that  there  is  a  mistake  in 
the  last  Tax  Act,  making  abatement  to  the  said  toicn  of 
Sharon,  in  consequence  of  the  said  toivn''s  being  overtaxed 
previous  to  the  settlement  of  the  last  valuation;  as  in  the 
said  Tax  Act  the  said  town  of  Sharon  is  abated  only  One 
hundred  and  nineteen  pounds,  nineteen  shillings  and  seven 
pence,  when  their  just  proportion  would  be  One  hundred 
and  fifty-six  pounds,  two  shillings  and  seven  pence  : 
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Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  is, 
hereby  directed  to  receipt  the  Constables  or  Collectors  of 
the  said  town  of  SJtaron,  Thirty-six  pounds,  three  shil- 
h'li'/s,  on  the  said  tax,  in  full  for  the  said  mistake. 

July  9,  1783. 

Chapter  86. 

RESOLVE    ADDING  SAMUEL    WHITTEMORE,  ESQ;    TO    THE    COM-  (JJin^j     gg 
MITTEE  FOR  REPAIRING  THE  LIGHT  HOUSE  ON  THATCHER'S  ^  ' 

ISLA\D. 

Resolved,  That  Samuel  Whittemore,  Esq  ;  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  added  to  the  committee  for  repairino;  the  Light 
House  on  TJiatcJter's  Island,  and  that  the  said  Whittemore 
act  in  conjunction  with  Refer  Coffin,  Esq  ;  in  prosecuting 
that  business.  July  9,  1783. 

Chapter  87. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE  SELECTMEN  OF  THE  TO^VN  QfiaV.    87 
OF    LYyy    AND    DISTRICT    OF  LYNNFIELD,  DIRECTING  THE  ■^' 

TREASURER  TO   CREDIT  SAID   TOWN  AND   DISTRICT. 

On  the  petition  of  the  selectmen  of  the  town  o/Lynn  and 
district  o/"Lynnfield,  setting  forth,  that  the  said  town  and 
district  icere  fined,  in  the  last  State  Tax,  for  a  deficiency 
of  ten  three  years'  7nen,  praying  that  the  same  may  he 
abated,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  their  jietition  : 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  by  a  certificate  from 
the  Superintendent  of  the  county  of  Essex,  that  the  said 
town  of  Lynn  have  raised  and  delivered  eighteen  men, 
agreeable  to  the  resolve  of  the  second  of  December,  1780  : 
And  it  further  appears,  by  a  certificate  from  the  Treas- 
urer's Office,  that  the  tovm  o/Lynn  Jiave  assessed  the  aver- 
age price  on  four  Quaker  Classes,  vntJi  the  addition  often 
j)fr  cent.,  agreeable  to  the  Militia  Raw,  ivhich  amounts  to 
tli<^  whole  fjuota  required  of  the  town  of  Lynn  and  district 
orLynnfield,  excepting  five  men: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  directed  to  credit  the  said  town  of  Lynn 
and  district  of  Lynnfield,  in  the  last  State  Tax,  the  sum  of 
One  thousand  and  seventy  pounds,  twelve  shillings  and 
six  pence,  in  proportion  as  they  severally  stand  charged 
in  the  said  tax  ;  it  being  the  fines  and  bounties  for  five 
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three  years'  men  :  and  the  Assessors  of  the  said  town  and 
district  are  to  govern  themselves  accordingly  in  assessing 
the  said  tax.     "  July  9,  1783. 

Chapter  88. 

Chrni    "^S  RESOLVE  OX  the  petition  of  biceard  trittex,  jun.  ren- 

\^lUip.  CO  DERING  NULL  AND  VOID  A  DECREE  OF  CONDEMNATION.  AND 
GIVING  HIM  LIBERTY  TO  ENTER  HIS  CLAIM  TO  THE  BRIG- 
ANTINE  JAXE  AND  CARGO. 

On  the  petition  q^' Richard  TvMien,  jun.,  praying  for 
liberty  to  enter  his  claim  to  the  Brigantine  Jane  and  her 
cargo,  and  that  a  late  decree  thereon,  by  the  Judge  of  the 
Maritime  Court,  may  be  rendered  null  and  void: 

Resolved,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  petition,  That 
the  decree  of  condemnation  aforesaid,  be,  and  herein'  is, 
rendered  null  and  void  ;  that  the  detault  mentioned  in  the 
petition  be  taken  oli';  that  the  said  Richard  Tritten,jun., 
have  liberty  to  enter  his  claim  to  the  said  Brigantine  Jane 
and  her  cargo,  at  the  Maritime  Court  next  to  be  holden  in 
and  for  the  middle  district  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  that 
such  process  be  had  thereon,  as  is  rec]uired  l)y  the  laws 
in  such  case  made  and  provided  ;  the  said  petitioner  tirst 
serving  the  libellants  with  an  attested  copy  hereof,  at 
least  fifteen  davs  before  the  sitting  of  the  said  Court. 

July  10,  1783. 


Chapter  89. 
Chan    89  resolve  on  the  petition  of  peter  coffin  and  samuel 

J-  '  WHITTEMORE,  in  BEH.^LF  of  the   town    of    GLOUCESTER, 

APPOINTING   A   COMMITTEE   TO   REPAIR   TO  SAID  TOWN  AND 
VIEW   THEIR   SITUATION,   AND   REPORT. 

On  the  petition  o/"  Peter  CoflSn  and  Samuel  AVhittemore, 
in  behalf  of  the  toicn  of  G\oucester ,  setting  forth  the  ina- 
bility of  the  said  touni  to  pay  the  taxes  laid  on  them,  and 
praying  that  a  Committee  may  be  appointed  to  repair  to 
the  said  town,  at  the  expence  of  the  same,  and  to  vieic  the 
situation  and  circumstances  : 

Resolved,  That  Stephen  Choate,  Joseph  Hosmer,  and 
James  Bancroft,  Esq'rs.  be  a  Committee,  in  the  recess  of 
the  General  Court,  to  repair  to  the  said  town  of  Glouces- 
ter, view  their  situation  and  circumstances,  and  report  a 
state  of  fiicts  at  the  next  session  of  the  General  Court, 


1783.  — May  Session.  723 

provided  the  said  town,    in   the   first  instance,   pay  the 
expenee  of  the  said  Committee.  July  10,  1783. 


'ouxDs,  THREE  Chap.  90 

LLAT,  ESQ;   AND  ■'■ 


Chapter  90. 

A  GRANT  OF  FOUR  HUNDRED  AXD  XIXE  Pt 
SHILLIXGS  AXD  SIX  PEXCE,  TO  JOHX  SCOLL. 
OTHERS,  SELECTMEN  OF  BOSTOX,  BEING  THE  BALANCE  OF 
THEIR  ACCOUNT  FOR  QUARTERS  FURNISHED  THE  OFFICERS 
AND    SOLDIERS   OF  THE   FRENCH  ARMY. 

HesoJved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
Treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  John  <ScoUai/,  Esq  ; 
and  others,  Selectmen  of  the  town  o^ Boston,  Four  hundred 
and  nine  pounds,  three  shiUhujs  and  six  pence,  being  the 
balance  of  their  account  for  quarters  furnished  certain  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  of  the  French  Army,  under  the  command 
of  his  Excellency  the  Baron  de  Viornesnil,  by  sundry  inhabi- 
tants of  the  said  town  :  the  said  sum  to  be  by  them  paid  to 
the  persons  to  whom  it  is  due,  and  that  the  same  be 
charged  to  the  United  States,  July  10,  1783. 

Chapter  91. 

RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  SECRETARY  TO  EXAMINE  THE 
RECEIPTS  OF  BEEF  RETURNED  UPON  THE  SEVERAL  REQUISI- 
TIONS OF  THE  GENERAL  COURT,  AND  TO  STATE  AN  ACCOUNT 
THEREOF. 

Whereas  hy  three  Resolves  of  the  General  Court,  passed 
one  on  September  25,  1780,  one  on  December  4,  1780, 
and  one  on  June  22,  1781,  requiring  the  several  towns  in 
this  Cornn ionic ealth  to  furnish  provisions  for  the  Army, 
and  deliver  the  same  to  the  Superintendents  who  were 
authorized  to  receive  the  same:  and  as  there  are  a  number 
of  tou:ns  who  have  not  paid  the  whole  of  their  proportions 
agreeahleto  the  said  Besolves,  and  it  being  inconvenient  to 
make  a  fnal  settlement  with  the  Superintendents  or  their 
agents,  until  it  is  fully  hioicn  what  each  town  has  paid: 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary'  be  directed  to 
examine  the  receipts  lodged  in  his  office,  and  find  the 
pounds  of  Heef  due  from  each  town,  in  consequence  of  the 
afore-recited  Resolves,  making  allowance  for  any  count}' 
or  town  that  may  have  been  abated  the  whole  or  any  part 
thereof:  and  to  make  two  lists  of  such  delinquent  towns, 
with  the  pounds  of  Beef  in  which  they  are  respectively 
deficient,  and  keep  one  of  the  said  lists  in  his  office,  and 
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deliver  the  other  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth, 
who  is  hereby  directed  to  estimate  the  Beef  such  towns 
are  deficient,  at  four  pence  per  pound,  and  set  the  sum 
against  each  town,  and  advertise  the  same  in  Nathaniel 
WilUs's  news  paper,  three  weeks  successively  ;  and  if  any 
towns  shall  neglect  to  pay  the  respective  balances  that  shall 
appear  to  be  due  from  them,  in  consequence  of  the  afore- 
recited  requisitions  for  Beef  and  Provisions,  by  the  first 
day  of  jSTovember  next ;  that  then  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Commonwealth  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  impowered  and 
directed  to  issue  executions  against  all  towns  that  shall 
then  be  delinquent.  July  10,  1783. 

Chapter  93. 

Chart    92  Resola^e  on  the  petition  of  stepeen  smith,  allowing 

^  '  HIM   PAY  FOR  SERVICES  AS  TRUCK  MASTER  FOR  THE  EAST- 

ERN    INDIANS,     AND     IMPOWERING    THE     COMMITTEE     FOR 
METHODIZING  ACCOUNTS,   TO   SETTLE   HIS  ACCOUNTS. 

On  the  j)ftition  of  Stephen  Smith,  praying  for  an 
allowance  for  his  service  as  Truck  Master  for  the  Eastern 
Indians,  and  for  a  settlement  of  his  accounts  as  Truck 
Master  and  also  for  the  settlement  of  his  accounts  as  Oom- 
missary  in  the  Eastern  Department ;  under  the  command 
of  Col.  John  Allan. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Stephen  -Smith  be  allowed  and 
paid  Eight  pounds  per  month  as  Truck  Master,  and  two 
rations  per  day  ;  and  Eoiir  2J0unds  per  month,  and  one 
ration  per  day  for  his  Clerk,  while  necessarily  employed 
in  that  service. 

And  it  is  further  Resolvf-d,  That  the  Committee  for  Set- 
tling and  Methodizing  the  Public  Accounts  be,  and  the}' 
are,  hereby  impowered  and  directed,  during  the  time  it 
shall  appear  to  the  said  Committee  that  he  was  Truck 
Master  in  the  said  department,  to  settle  the  said  Smithes 
accounts  as  Truck  Master,  for  what  he  has  received  of  the 
Treasurer,  the  late  Board  of  War,  or  any  other  public 
ojffice,  as  a  Truck  Master  in  this  Commonwealth,  and  also 
his  Commissary  accounts  in  the  aforesaid  Eastern  Depart- 
ment ;  and  the  aforesaid  Committee  are  hereby  directed, 
to  charge  the  United  States  with  all  those  articles  delivered 
to  the  Indians  by  order  of  the  Superintendent,  together 
with  such  part  of  the  Truck  Master's  time,  rations  and 
expences,  as  they  shall  think  proper,  and  also  his  Com- 
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missary  accounts,  and  report  the  balance  due  to  or  from 
this  Commonwealth,  to  the  General  Court,  at  their  next 
session.  July  10,  1783. 


Chapter  93. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  EPHRAIM  FAIRBAXK,  IN  BEHALF  Qhttp.    93 
OF  THE  TOWN    OF  BOLTOX,  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  ■^' 

CREDIT  SAID  TOWN  Til  O  IIUXDRED  AND  FOURTEEN  POUNDS, 
TWO  SHILLINGS  AND  SIX  PENCE,  IN  THE  SAID   STATE  TAX. 

Oil  (lie  petition  of  Ephraim  Fair])ank,  ia  behalf  of  the 

toiL'ii  of  Bolton,  setting  for  til,  that  the  said  toivn  was  fined 

in  the  last  State  Tax,  for  a  deficiency  of  one  three  years' 

man,  pray  in;/  that  the  same  may  be  abated,  for  reasons  set 

fortJi  in  his  petition: 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  by  the  Siqjerintend- 
ent's  returns,  that  the  toion  o/"  Bolton  did  actually  raise  and 
deliver  the  lohole  number  of  men  required  of  them  by  the 
Resolve  of  the  second  o/December,  1780  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  credit  the  town  of  Bolton,  Two 
hundred  and  fourteen  pounds,  two  shillings  and  six  pence, 
in  the  last  State  Tax,  it  being  the  fine  and  bounty  for  one 
three  years'  man  ;  and  the  Assessors  are  to  govern  them- 
selves accordingly  in  assessing  said  tax.     Juh/ 10,  1783. 

Chapter  94. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JAMES  SWAN,  ESQ;  EXECUTOR  (Jhnry     04- 
TO    THE    LAST    WILL    OF     WILLIAM    DENNIE,    OF     BOSTON,  -^  * 

MERCHANT,  DECEASED,  GRANTING  TWO  THOUSAND  FIVE 
HUNDRED  AND  FIVE  TOUNDS,  SIXTEEN  SHILLINGS  AND  TEN 
PENCE,  FOR  MERCHANDIZE  SUPPLIED  THE  LATE  BOARD  OF 
WAR. 

On  the  petition  q/"  James  Swan,  Esq;  Executor  to  the  last 
ivill  and  testament  of  William  Dennie,  late  of  Boston, 
Merchant,  deceased  : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth,  from  the  monies  arising  out  of  the  present 
tax,  the  sum  of  Two  thousand  tJiree  hundred  and  sixty-five 
pounds,  sixteen  shillings  and  ten  pence,  principal,  and  the 
further  sum  of  One  hundred  and  forty  pounds,  interest,  to 
James  Sivan,  Esq  ;  Executor  to  the  last  will  and  testament 
of   William  Dennie,  late  of  Boston,  Merchant,  deceased ; 
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which  sum  is  in  full  for  merchandize  supplied  the  late 
Board  of  War ;  the  aforesaid  sum  of  Tu:o  thousand  three 
Jnindred  and  sixty-jive  pounds,  sixteen  shillings  and  ten 
jjence  being  the  balance  due  to  the  said  William,  in  specie, 
as  appears  by  an  adjustment  of  the  books,  Juli/,  1782. 

July  10,  1783. 

Chapter  95. 

ChaV     95  ^  GRANT  OF  TWEXTY-TWO  POUNDS,  SIX  SHILLINGS  AND  NINE 
^  '  PENCE,  TO   SAMUEL    BAKER,  ESQ;    AND  OTHERS,  A  COMMIT- 

TEE TO  TAKE  A  SURVEY  OF  THE  ANCIENT  GORE  OF  LAND, 
LYING  BETWEEN  LEICESTER  AND  OTHER  TOWNS  IN  THE 
COUNTY  OF   WORCESTER. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
Treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  Sanmel  Baker,  Esq  ; 
and  others,  a  Committee  appointed  to  take  a  survey  of  the 
ancient  gore  of  land,  Ij'ing  Ijetween  Leicester,  Spencer, 
Brookfield,  Charlton  and  Oxford,  in  the  county  of  Worces- 
ter, the  sum  of  Twenty-tiro  pounds,  six  shillings  and  nine 
pence,  in  full  for  their  service.  July  10,  1783. 

letter  of  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
in  general  court  assembled,  to  his  excellency, 
general  washington. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

Boston,  July  10,  1783. 

Sir,  The  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  in  General  Court 
asseml)led,  take  this  Opportunity  of  congratulating  you 
on  the  happ3^  return  of  Peace.  Your  Excellency,  we  are 
assured,  will  join  with  us  in  the  Warmest  Expressions  of 
Gratitude  to  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  Universe,  under 
whose  Influence  and  Direction  the  Struggles  of  a  virtuous 
and  free  People  have  terminated  in  a  Revolution  which 
excites  the  Admiration  of  the  World.  Guided  by  His  all 
wise  Providence,  your  Country  early  fixed  her  eyes  upon 
you  :  And  confiding  in  those  eminent  qualities  which  you 
possessed,  appointed  you  to  the  Command  of  her  Armies. 

The  Wisdom  of  your  Conduct  in  the  discharge  of  that 
important  Trust,  has  given  a  compleat  Sanction  to  the 
Appointment,  and  crown'd  the  most  heightened  Expecta- 
tions. In  every  fetage  of  the  arduous  Conflict,  what 
trying  Scenes  have  you  not  passed  through  I  What  Hard- 
ships have  you  not  endured  !     What  Dangers  have  3'ou 
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not  encountered  !  ^lay  Heaven  reward  your  unremitted 
Exertions  I  ^lay  you  long  live,  beloved  by  a  grateful 
Country,  &  partaking  largely  in  the  Enjoyment  of  those 
inestimable  Blessings,  which  3'ou  have  been  so  eminently 
instrumental  in  securing  for  us  I  While  Patriots  shall  not 
cease  to  applaud  that  sacred  Attachment  which  you  have 
constantly  manifested  to  (//e  lligJiU  of  Citizens  —  too  often 
violated  by  Men  in  Arms,  your  Military  Virtues  and 
Achievements  will  l^e  deeply  recorded  in  the  Breasts  of 
your  Countrymen  and  their  Posterity,  and  make  the 
brightot  Pages  in  the  History  of  ^Mankind. 

We  are  with  every  Sentiment  of  liespect  and  Esteem, 
In  the  Name  and  behalf  of  the  General  Court,  Your 
Excellency's 

Most  Ob'd't.  and  very  humble  Serv'ts. 

S.  Adams, 
President  of  the  Senate. 

Tristram  Dalton, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
To  His  Excellenc}' 

Gen'l.  Washington. 


Chapter  96. 

GRANTS    TO    THE    PRESIDENT    AND    FELLOWS     OF     HARVARD 

COLLEGE. 

On  the  memorial  and  j^etidon  of  the  President  and 
FeUovs  of  Harvard  College: 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
Treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  Rev.  Josepli  Wil- 
lard,  President  of  Harvard  College,  the  sum  of  One  Jtun- 
dred  and  f ft y-six  pounds,  on  account  of  his  services  done 
and  to  be  done,  he  to  be  accountable  for  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
Treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  Rev.  Edward 
Wiiiijlesv:ortJi,  Ilollisian  Professor  of  Divinity  at  Harvard 
College,  the  sum  of  One  hundred  and  fve pounds,  in  part 
for  his  services,  he  to  be  accountable  for  the  same 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
Treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  Rev.  Samuel  Wil- 
liatns,  Hollisian  Professor  of  Mathematicks  and  Natural 
Philosophy  at  Harvard  College,  the  sum  of  One  hundred 
and  five  pounds,  in  part  for  his  services,  he  to  l)e  account- 
able for  the  same. 
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Besolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
Treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  Stephen  SewaU,  Esq; 
Hancock  Professor  of  the  Hebrew  and  other  Oriental  Lan- 
o-uao-es  at  Harvard  College,  the  sum  of  One  hundred  and 
Jive  pounds,  in  part  for  his  services,  he  to  be  accountable 
for  the  same.  July  11,  1783. 


Chapter  97. 

Chrin    97  RESOLVE  directing  the  committee  on  accounts,  to  settle 

x^fiap.   .  certain  accounts,  and  close  the  same,  and  to  certify 

the  balance  to  the  treasurer,  and  to  transmit  to 

THE  committee  FOR  COLLECTING  ACCOUNTS  AGAINST  THE 
UNITED  STATES,  AN  ACCOUNT  OF  ALL  MONIES  AS  SHALL  AP- 
PEAR  DUE    BY    SAID   ACCOMPTANTS,    &c. 

Whereai^  the  Committee  for  collecting  accounts  against 
the  United  States,  have  represented  to  this  Court  the  neces- 
sity of  settling  and  closing  the  accounts  with  Joseph  Foster, 
and  others,  named  in  a  list  exhibited  by  the  said  Committee, 
lohich  persons,  in  the  said  list  so  named,  have  been  in- 
trusted with  public  monies  for  certain  purposes : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Accounts. 
be,  and  they  are,  hereby  authorized  and  directed,  to  settle 
the  accounts  with  the  several  persons  named  in  the  afore- 
said list,  and  close  the  same,  and  state  balances,  if  any 
there  be,  in  the  hands  of  the  accomptants,  and  certify 
the  same  to  the  Treasurer,  as  soon  as  may  be ;  and  the 
said  accomptants  are  hereby  directed  to  pay  the  said  bal- 
ances to  the  Treasurer,  taking  duplicate  receipts  for  the 
same,  one  of  which  to  be  lodged  in  the  Secretary's  Office. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on 
Accounts  transmit  to  the  Committee  for  collecting  accounts 
against  the  United  States,  an  account  of  all  such  monies 
as  shall  appear  on  the  said  settlement  to  have  been  by  the 
said  accomptants  expended  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  together  with  the  proper  vouchers,  that  the  same 
may  be  charged  accordingly. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved,  That  if  any  of  the  aforesaid 
accomptants,  shall,  for  the  space  of  forty  days  from  and 
after  the  passing  this  Resolve,  refuse  or  neglect  to  settle 
their  accounts  respectively,  in  every  such  case  the  Com- 
mittee on  Accounts  are  hereby  directed  to  certify  every 
such  delinquent  to  the  Attorney  General,  who  is  hereby 
directed  to  prosecute  to  final  judgment  and  execution  the 
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delinquents  aforesaid.  And  the  Committee  on  Accounts 
are  hereby  directed  to  sit  in  the  recess  of  the  General 
Court,  to  attend  the  business  assigned  them  by  this 
Eesolve.  July  11,  1783. 


Chapter  98. 

RESOLVE   DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  PAY  THE  MEMBERS 
OF  THE   GENERAL  COURT. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  be, 
and  he  is,  hereby  directed  to  pay  out  of  the  Public  Treasury, 
to  the  members  of  the  General  Court,  the  respective  sums 
due  to  them  for  their  travel  and  attendance  on  the  General 
Court  the  present  session  ;  and  in  case  there  should  not 
be  a  sufficiency  of  unappropriated  money  in  the  Treasury 
to  pay  the  whole,  then  the  Treasurer  is  hereby  directed  to 
pay  to  the  several  members  the  unappropriated  money  in 
the  Treasury,  in  proportion  to  the  several  sums  set  against 
their  respective  names  in  the  pay  rolls.      Juhj  11,  1783. 


Chapter  99. 

RESOLVE  GIVING  DIRECTIONS  TO  THE  COMMITTEE  APPOINTED 
BY  A  RESOLVE  OF  MAT  1,  1781,  TO  EXAMINE  INTO  ALL  TRES- 
PASSES AND  ILLEGAL  ENTRIES  ON  THE  UNAPPROPRIATED 
LANDS  BELONGING  TO  THIS  COMMONWEALTH. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  appointed  by  a  Resolve 
of  the  General  Court  oi  May  1,  1781,  to  examine  into  all 
trespasses  and  illegal  entries  on  the  unappropriated  lands 
belonging  to  this  Commonwealth,  be,  and  they  are,  hereby 
directed  to  compleat  in  the  county  of  York,  with  all  pos- 
sible dispatch,  the  business  assigned  them  by  the  said 
Eesolve,  and  to  settle  and  agree  with  all  such  (who  are  dis- 
posed to  settle  and  agree)  as  have,  before  the  said  first 
day  of  May,  1781,  illegally  entered  upon  or  taken  pos- 
session of  any  of  the  said  lands,  or  committed  any  tres- 
pass or  trespasses  thereon  ;  and  against  all  such  as  shall 
not  apply  to,  and  settle  with  the  said  Committee,  agreeable 
to  the  provision  made  in  the  said  Resolve,  the  said  Com- 
mittee are  hereby  directed  to  proceed  and  commence  such 
actions  as  may  be  necessary,  and  prosecute  the  same  to 
final  judgment  and  execution  ;  and  against  all  such  as  have 
since  the  first  day  of  May,  1781,  illegally  entered  upon. 
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or  taken  possession  of,  any  of  the  said  unappropriated 
lands,  or  committed  trespass  or  trespasses  thereon,  the 
said  Committee  are  directed  to  commence  a  legal  process, 
and  prosepute  the  same  to  final  judgment  and  execution  ; 
and  in  case  any  of  the  illegal  possessors  afore-mentioned, 
shall  agree  with  the  said  Committee  and  make  payment 
to  them  of  the  sum  or  sums  agreed  upon,  or  shall  give 
good  and  sufficient  security  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Com- 
monwealth for  the  payment  thereof,  in  a  time  not  exceed- 
ing eighteen  months  from  the  time  of  agreement,  with 
lawful  interest  for  the  same,  in  such  case  the  said  Com- 
mittee are  hereby  impowered  to  give  a  good  and  sufficient 
deed  of  conveyance. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  said  Committee  l)e, 
and  they  are,  hereby  directed  to  apprize  such  pieces  or 
strips  of  the  said  lands  in  the  county  of  York,  as  are  not 
large  enough  for  a  township,  and  to  make  report  of  their 
apprizement  of  each  strip  or  piece,  together  with  a  plan 
and  the  contents  of  each,  the  same  having  been  surveyed 
under  their  direction  ;  And  the  said  Committee  are  also 
directed,  to  lay  out  such  of  the  said  unappropriated  lands 
in  the  said  county  of  York,  as  lay  below  Fryburr/,  into 
townships  of  six  miles  square  each,  or  thereabouts,  and 
cause  the  said  townships  to  be  surveyed  by  a  surveyor 
and  chainmen,  under  oath;  a  plan  of  each  of  which,  with 
the  contents  and  boundaries,  the  quality  of  the  soil  of 
each,  the  growth,  goodness  and  kind  of  wood  on  each,  its 
distance  from  any  settlement  or  navigable  river,  whether 
rocky,  mountainous,  plain,  or  abounding  with  brooks  or 
streams  ;  the  said  committee  are  directed  to  report  to  the 
General  Court,  at^  their  next  sessions,  and  to  compleat 
their  business  in  the  county  of  York,  and  if  possible,  to 
pursue  and  accomplish  in  the  counties  of  Cumberland  and 
Lincoln,  the  business  assigned  them  by  the  said  Eesolve 
of  the  first  of  May,  1781,  and  to  make  report  of  the 
whole  at  the  next  sitting  of  the  General  Court. 

And  the  Secretary  of  this  Commonwealth  is  directed  to 
furnish  the  said  Committee  with  a  copy  of  the  foregoing 
Resolves.  July  11    1783. 
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Chapter  lOO. 

RESOLVE  THAT  THE  COMMITTEE  FOR  METHODIZING  AND  STAT-  CkaV.lOO 
ING  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS,  BE  A  COMMITTEE  FOR  SETTLING  WITH  ■^' 

THE  ARMY,  AND  DIRECTING  THEM  TO  PROCEED  IN  PREPAR- 
ING ACCOUNTS  AND  VOUCHERS  FOR  THE  DEMANDS  OF  THIS 
STATE  AGAINST  THE  UNITED  STATES,  FOR  SETTLEMENT;  AND 
IMPOWERING  THEM  TO  PROCURE  CLERKS,  AND  MAKING  AN 
ESTABLISHMENT  FOR  SAID  COMMITTEE. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  jNIethodizing  and  Stat- 
ing Public  Accounts,  be  also  a  Committee  for  compleating 
the  settlements  of  the  accounts  with  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  Massacliusefls  Line  of  the  Army,  for  the  first 
three  years'  service,  and  also  for  the  year  1780,  and  they 
are  hereby  directed  to  compleat  the  same  accordingly. 

And  ivJieveas  a  Connin'ssioiier  is  da il>/ expected,  to  settle  all 
accounts  noir  subsist 'naj  hetireen  tin's  and  the  United  States  : 

liesoJred,  That  the  said  Committee,  be,  and  they  hereby 
are,  impowered  and  directed  to  proceed  in  preparing 
accounts  and  vouchers  for  the  demands  this  State  has 
against  the  United  States,  and  when  the  said  Commis- 
sioner shall  be  ready  to  enter  on  the  business,  to  exhibit 
the  said  accounts  to  him  for  approbation  and  allowance  ; 
and  in  case  any  difficulty  or  dispute  should  arise  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  said  business  with  the  said  Commis- 
sioner, in  the  recess  of  the  General  Court,  they  are 
directed  to  a[)ply  to  the  Governor  and  Council  for  advice 
how  they  shall  proceed,  Avho  are  hereby  requested,  on 
their  application,  to  advise  them  accordingly. 

And  whereas  it  nia^/  he  necessarij  that  Clerks  should  he 
e}iq)loi/ed  to  expedite  this  business  and  the  settleuient  ivith 
the  Arun/^  with  the  Comruittees  on,  Absentees''  Estates,  the 
Com  mitt  fp  of  Sequestration,  and  other  Public  accounts: 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Committee  be,  and  they  hereby 
are,  impowered  to  procure  one  or  more  Clerks,  as  they 
shall  find  necessary  to  assist  them  in  the  business,  to  be 
paid  l)y  government. 

And  whereas  the  various  branches  of  business  in  ichi'ch 
the  said  Committee  are  to  he  employed,  will  require  the 
f/reatesf  care  and  attention,  and  the  said  business  is  in- 
tricate in  its  nature,  and  of  the  f/reatest  importance  to  this 
Com )uon  weal tji  : 

Resolved,  That  each  of  the  said  Committee  be  allowed 
and  paid  out  of  the  Public  Treasury,  Sixteen  pounds, 
lawful  money,  per  month,  for  each  and  every  month  they 
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shall  be  employed  in  said  service,  the  pay  to  commence 
the  iirst  instant ;  and  that  each  Clerk  they  shall  employ, 
shall  be  allowed  and  paid  Seven  shillings  per  day,  for  as 
many  days  as  they  shall  be  employed  in  the  said  service  : 
And  the  Governor,  with  advice  of  Council,  is  hereby 
requested,  on  their  application,  to  grant  warrants  on  the 
Treasurer  for  the  same,  they  producing  certificates  from 
the  said  Committee,  of  the  time  they  have  been  employed 
in  the  said  service.  July  Hi  1783. 

Chapter  101. 

OTinrt  101    RESOLVE  IMPOWERING  THE  TREASURER  TO  BORROW  SIX  HVX- 
iyfiap.lVl  DRED  POUNDS. 

Besolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  be, 
and  he  is,  hereby  impowered  and  directed  to  borrow  Six 
hundred  pounds,  lawful  money,  for  the  use  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, and  give  his  note  or  notes  for  the  same,  on 
interest,  at  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  payable  out  of 
the  money  arising  from  the  last  State  Tax. 

July  11,  1783. 

Chapter  103. 

Chart  in'>  RESOLVE  ALLOW^ING  THE  COMMITTEE  FOR  SALE  OF  ABSENTEES' 

Kjaajy.wi-.      estates  in  the  county  of  Hampshire,  three  months 

LONGER  TO  BRING  IN  THEIR  ACCOUNTS,  AFTER  THE  FIRST 
DAY  OF  ^Z7GZ7Sr  NEXT,  AND  DIRECTING  THE  COMMITTEE  TO 
PAY  THE  MONIES  THEY  RECEIVE  INTO  THE  TREASURY. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  selling  Absentees' 
Estates  in  the  county  of  Hampshire,  have  three  months 
longer  allowed  them,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  August 
next,  to  collect  and  bring  in  their  accounts,  any  law  or 
resolve  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding :  And  the  said 
Committee  are  hereby  directed  to  pay  into  the  Treasury 
of  the  Commonwealth,  any  monies  which  may  come  into 
their  hands  in  the  mean  time,  July  11,  1783. 


Chapter  103. 

Chap.lO^ 


RESOLVE  ALLOWING  EXTRA  PAY  TO  THE  HON.  PRESIDENT  OF 
THE  SENATE  AND  SPEAKER  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTA- 
TIVES, AS  ALSO  A  GRANT  OF  THIRTY  POUNDS  TO  EACH  OF 
THE  CLERKS. 

Resolved,  That   there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
Public  Treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  Hon.  8am- 
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iiel  Adams,  Esq  ;  President  of  the  Hon.  Senate,  the  sum 
of  Six  shillings  per  day  ;  and  also  to  the  Hon.  Tristram 
iJalfoii,  Esq  ;  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
the  sum  of  Six  sJiiUings  per  day  ;  for  each  day  of  their 
attendance  on  the  General  Court  the  present  session,  over 
and  above  their  respective  pa}'  as  members  of  the  General 
Court. 

And  it  is  further  JiPsolved,  that  there  be  allowed  and 
paid  out  of  the  Public  Treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to 
Mr.  William  B aTcer,  jiun.,  Clerk  of  the  Hon.  Senate,  the 
sum  of  Thirl)/ pounds;  and  also  to  ]Mr.  George  Richards 
Minot,  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  Thirty 
jionnds:  they  to  be  accountable.  July  11,  1783. 

Chapter  104. 

RESOLVE    EXPLAINING    A    RESOLVE,  PASSED    THE    FIRST    DAY  CliaV-^O^ 
OF  JULY  CURRENT,  RELATIVE    TO    PAY    ROLLS.  ^  ' 

Whereas  a  Resolution  jxtssed  this  Court  the  first  day  of 
Jub'  current,  cqjpointing  a  Committee  to  receive,  examine 
and  pass,  on  all  accounts,  but  it  icas  not  the  design  of  this 
Ccnirt,  that  the  Pay  Rolls  of  officers  and  soldiers  should 
he  included  in  the  said  Resolution  : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  such  Pay  Rolls  as  remain  yet 
unpaid,  be  exhibited  at  the  Secretary's  Office,  well  authen- 
ticated, to  be  laid  before  the  Governor  and  Council,  for 
examination  and  payment.  July  11,  1783. 


Chapter  105. 


JULY  INST.  AND  IMPOWERING  THOMAS  IVERS,  ESQ;  MR. 
PETER  ROE  DALTOX  AND  MR.  EDWARD  WAIXE,  TO  SETTLE 
THE  ACCOUNTS  OF  THE  LATE  BOARD  OF  WAR. 

WJtereas  a  Resolution  passed  the  General  Court  the  first 
day  o/' July  instaid,  appointing  the  Hon.  Samuel  Osgood, 
Esq;  and  Jlr.  Edward  Waine,  a  Committee  to  settle  the 
accounts  of  the  late  Board  of  War;  and  as  it  is  expedient 
that  the  said  accounts  he  settled  as  soon  as  p)Ossihle,  and 
one  ff  the  aforesaid  gentleuien  Jarring  declined  the  service : 

Resolved,  That  the  resolve  of  the  first  day  of  July  cur- 
rent, appointing  the  Hon.  Samuel  Osgood,  Esq  ;  and  Mr. 
Edu:ard  Waine,  a  Committee  to  settle  the  accounts  of  the 
late  Board  of  "War,  be,  and  is,  hereby  repealed. 


Chap.\05 
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And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  TJiomas  Ivers,  Esq  ; 
Mr.  Peter  Roe  Dalton,  and  Mr.  Edivard  Waine,  be,  and 
they  are,  hereby  authorized  and  impowered,  to  settle  the 
accounts  of  the  hite  Board  of  War.  Juhi  11,  17S3. 

Chapter  106. 

Chan  106  Resolve  allowing  an  annual  interest  of  six  per  cent. 

•^  *  ON  THE  CAPITAL  SUM  OF  SEVENTY-FIVE  POUNDS,  TO  LOVE 

ADAMS,  AND  ORDERING  THE  COMMITTEE  FOR  THE  SALE  OF 
ABSENTEES'  ESTATES  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  MIDDLESEX,  TO 
PAY  THE  AFORESAID   SUM   INTO  THE   TREASURY. 

W/iereas  a  Resolve  passed  (he  Genercd  Court  in  February 
last,  for  allou'inr/  and  2}0i/mf/  out  of  t/te  Treasur;/ of  thvi 
CommomvealUt,  to  Jlrs.  Love  Adams,  icife  of  Doctor 
Joseph  Adams,  late  of  Lincohi,  an  Absentee,  an  annual 
Interest  of  six  per  cent,  on  one  tJiird  jxirt  oft/tesunifor 
which  (he  estate  of  her  late  husband  has  been  sold,  from  the 
time  of  sale,  during  her  abode  in  any  of  the  United  S(a(es, 
in  lieu  of  her  dower:  And  u'hereas  it  is  reasonable,  in 
order  to  do  Justice  between  the  Commonwealth ,  the  said 
Love  Adams,  and  the  creditors  to  the  es(a(e  of  (he  said 
Joseph  Adams,  (hat  allowance  should  be  made  for  some 
personal  estate  left  in  the  p)ossession  of  the  said  Love 
Adams,  by  the  agent  appointed  on  the  said  estate;  and 
also  (hat  she  should  have  an  allowance  out  of  (he  said  es(ate^ 
not  only  from  the  time  of  sale,  but  from  the  time  when  (he 
said  agen(firs(  (ooh  the  same  irito  his  possession : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid 
out  of  the  Treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  afore- 
said Love  Adams,  an  annual  interest  of  six  per  cent,  on 
the  capital  sum  of  Seven(y -five  pounds,  being  the  lirst  pro- 
portion of  the  sum  for  which  the  aforesaid  estate  has  been 
sold,  from  the  first  of  April,  1778,  during  her  abode  in 
any  of  the  United  States,  in  lieu  of  her  dower;  and  the 
Governor,  with  the  advice  of  Council,  is  authorized  and 
requested  to  issue  his  warrant  for  the  payment  of  such 
interest  for  the  time  past,  and  annually  afterward. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  the 
sale  of  Absentees'  Estates  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  be, 
and  hereby  are,  ordered  to  pay  into  the  Treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth,  the  aforesaid  sum  of  8even(y-five pounds^ 
and  that  when  the  interest  aforesaid  shall  cease,  the  before 
mentioned  creditors  shall  receive  their  just  demands  out 
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of  the  said  sum.     And  the  aforesaid  Resolve  of  February 
last,  is  hereby  repealed  and  made  null  and  void. 

July  11,  1783. 

Chapter  107. 

RESOLVE     REQUESTING    THE     GOVERNOR,    WITH     ADVICE     OF  (JJinrf  107 
COUNCIL,  TO  TAKE  SUITABLE    MEASURES   FOR   TAKING   POS-  ^* 

SESSION  OF  THE  POST  AT  PENOBSCOT  AND  PLACES  ADJA- 
CENT, UPON  THE  EVACUATION  OF  THAT  POST,  AND  TO  MAKE 
INQUIRY  WITH  REGARD  TO  CERTAIN  HULKS  IN  SAID  RIVER. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor,  with  advice  of  Council, 
be  requested  to  take  such  measures  as  he  may  judge  best 
for  the  honor  and  advantage  of  the  Commonwealth,  for 
taking  possession  of  the  post  at  Penobscot,  and  places 
adjacent,  upon  the  British  troops  evacuating  the  same  ; 
also  that  inquiry  be  made  with  regard  to  the  hulks  in 
the  river  of  Penobscot,  the  barracks,  and  such  large  masts 
as  may  be  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  belonging  to  this 
Commonwealth.  July  11,  1783. 


Chap.lOS 


Chapter  108. 

RESOLVE  REQUESTING  THE  GOVERNOR,  WITH  ADVICE  OF 
COUNCIL,  TO  GIVE  ORDERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  REMOVAL 
OR   SELLING   PUBLIC    STORES   AT   THE    POST   OF   MACHIAS. 

Whereas  by  a  resolve  of  the  General  Court,  of  July  3, 
1783,  on  the  memorial  of  Col.  John  Allan,  no  jjrovision 
iras  made  for  that  p^trt  of  the  memorial  that  respecfed  the 
artillery,  ordinance  stores,  buildings,  and  persons  now  in 
service  at  the  post  at  Machias  : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  his  Excellency,  the  Governor, 
with  advice  of  Council,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  requested 
to  give  such  orders  relative  to  the  removing  or  selling  the 
said  public  stores,  and  discharging  the  said  persons,  as 
shall  appear  most  for  the  interest  of  this  Commonwealth. 

July  11,  1783. 

Chapter  109. 

RESOLVE     APPOINTING    THE     HONORABLE    JAMES     BOWDOIX,    r'A/y-rjIOQ 
SAMUEL  ADAMS  AND  JOHX  LOWELL,  ESQ'RS.,  A  COMMITTEE   ^'"*A'*-'-^^ 
TO    EXAMINE    AND    STATE    THE    CLAIMS    TO    LANDS     LYING 
WEST  OF   HUDSON'S  RIVER. 

Resolved,  That  the  Honorable  James  Boivdoin,  Samuel 
Adams  and  John   Lov:ell,  Esq'rs.,  be,  and  hereby  are, 
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appointed  a  Committee  to  examine  and  state  tiie  claims  of 
this  Commonwealth  to  lands  \ying  west  of  Hudsoii's  River, 
and  report  to  the  General  Court  at  their  next  sessions. 

July  11,  1783.. 

Chapter  110. 

nimrrx  110  STEPHEN  METCALF,   ESQ;   ELECTED    ONE    OF   THE   COMMITTEE 
O/iOp.iiU  ^^   ACCOUNTS. 

Mr.  Thomas  Clark  having  signified  his  resignation  of 
his  appointment  as  one  of  the  Committee  on  Accounts,  the 
House  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  gentleman  in  his 
room,  by  ballot,  and  /Stephen  Metcalf,  Esq  :  was  chosen. 

July  11,  1783. 


Chapter  111. 

(7Aa?9.111  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JAMES  PERRY. 

On  (he jietidon  of  James  Perry,  jjrai/ing  that  he  may 
have  a  further  time  aJloiced  him  for  the  jjaf/ment  of  One 
hundred  and  eighty  pounds,  ivJiich  appears  to  he  due  from 
the  said  Perry  to  the  Committee  on  the  sale  of  Absentees' 
Estates  in  the  county  q/"  Bristol : 

Resolved,  That  for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  said  petition, 
the  prayer  thereof  be  so  far  granted,  as  to  allow  the  said 
Ferry  three  months  from  the  date  of  this  Resolve,  for  the 
payment  of  the  said  One  hundred  and  ei(/hty  pounds,  with 
the  interest  for  the  same  ;  and  provided  further,  that  the 
said  Perry  shall  give  the  said  Committee  good  and  suffi- 
cient security  therefor ;  and  the  Committee  on  the  sale  of 
Absentees'  Estates  aforesaid,  are  hereby  directed  to  govern 
themselves  accordingly.  July  11,  1783. 


RESOLVES 


GENERAL   COURT   OF    THE    COMMONWEALTH 
OF   MASSACHUSETTS. 

BEGUN  AND  HELD  AT  BOSTON,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF 
SUFFOLK,  ON  WEDNESDAY,  THE  TWENTY-EIGHTH  DAY 
OF  MAY,  AXNO  DOMINI,  1783;  AND  FROM  THENCE 
CONTINUED,  BY  ADJOURNMENT,  TO  WEDNESDAY,  THE 
TWENTY-FOURTH   DAY    OF    SEPTE3IBEB  FOLLOWING. 


1783.  —  September  Session. 
Chapter  1. 

RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  COMMITTEE  FOR  METHODIZING 
ACCOUNTS,  TO  ADJUST  THE  ACCOUNTS  OF  WATERMAN 
THOMAS,  ESQ; 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  Stating  and  Methodiz- 
ing Public  Accounts,  are  hereby  directed  to  examine  and 
settle  the  accounts  of  Waternnan  Thomas,  Esq  ;  late  Com- 
missary and  Assistant  Quarter  Master  General  in  the 
Eastward  Department.  September  25,  1783. 

Chapter  2. 

GRANT  OF  THREE  POUNDS  TO  PEARSON  EATON. 

On  the  j^etition  o/" Pearson  Eaton,  of  Lunenburg,  j>rffy- 
inrj  for  mileafje  due  to  him  and  his  soji  Benjamin  Eaton  : 

Resotrfd,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth,  unto  Pearson  Eaton,  the  sum  of  Three 
jjoniids,  in  full  for  mileage  money  due  to  him  and  his  said 
son  Benjamin.  September  27,  1783. 

Chai>ter  3. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JOSEPH  PERRY  Al<iB  ERASTUS 
WOLCOTT,  JUNIOR. 

On  the ptdition  o/"  Joseph  Perry  a)\d  Erastus  "Wolcott, 
jnm.  of' East  Windsor,  in  the  county  o/" Hartford,  and  State 


Chap.  1 


Chap.  2 


Chaj).  3 
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of  Connecticut,  j)r(ii/iii;/  for  Jiherti/  to  malie  sale  of  a  tract 
of  uuhuproved  land,  containhiy  about  one  Jnuuh'ed  and 
sixtij  acres,  hjing  in  the  toivn  of  Ashby,  in  the  county  of 
Middlesex,  a)id  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  for 
reasons  set  fort  It  in  the  said  petition  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  thereof  be  granted,  and  that 
he,  the  ^vadErastus  Wolcott,  jun..  Guardian  to  the  children 
and  heirs  of  the  Reverend  Joseph  Perrij,  late  of  the  said 
East  Windsor,  deceased,  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized 
and  impowered,  to  sell,  for  the  most  it  will  fetch,  the  land 
set  forth  in  his  petition,  and  make  and  execute  a  good  and 
lawful  deed  or  deeds  of  the  same  to  the  purchaser  or  pur- 
chasers thereof;  he  observing  the  rules  and  directions  of 
the  law  for  the  sale  of  real  estates  by  executors  and  adminis- 
trators, first  giving  bond,  with  sufficient  security,  to  the 
Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of  Jliddlese.r,  that  the 
proceeds  by  sale  of  the  said  estate,  be  applied  for  the  dis- 
charging the  debt  of  the  said  Eev.  Joseph  Perri/,  deceased  ; 
and  that  the  overplus,  if  any  be,  after  paying  the  said 
debts  and  charge  of  sale,  be  put  on  interest  for  the  benefit 
of  the  heirs,  and  that  the  principal  and  interest  be  paid 
to  them  severally,  at  the  time  and  in  the  manner  as  the 
law  directs.  September  29,  1783. 


Chapter  4. 

r^7  ni       4-      RESOLVE   DIRECTING    THE    COMMITTEE    FOR    SELLING   ABSEN- 

V/ICIJ)'    *  TEES'  ESTATES  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  BRISTOL,  TO  PAY  TO  CORY 

DURFEE,    SEVEN  POUNDS,    EIGHT   SHILLINGS   AND   EIGHT 

PENCE,  FROM  THE  SALES  OF  THOMAS  GILBERT'S  ESTATE,  AN 

ABSENTEE. 

On  the  petition  of  Cory  Durfee,  of  Freetown,  p)rai/ing 
that  he  ma//  he  allowed  pa/pvent  on  a  note  of  hand  given  by 
Thomas  Gilbert,  an  Aljsentee,  to  Hope  Durfee,  and  indorsed 
by  her  to  said  Cory  Durfee  : 

liesolved.  That  the  Committee  for  selling  Absentees' 
Estates  in  the  county  of  Bristol,  pay  to  the  said  Oorij 
Durfee,  Seven  pounds,  eight  shillings  and  eight  pence,  it 
being  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  aforesaid  note,  out 
of  the  money  arising  from  the  sales  of  the  said  Tliomas 
Gilherfs  estate,  he  giving  bond  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  in 
the  said  county  of  Bristol,  as  other  creditors  are  required. 

September  29,  1783. 
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Chapter  5. 

RESOLVE     INTITLING    THOMAS   BOWLING  TO    ONE   THIRD    PAY   ChaV      5 
AS  GUNNER'S  MATE.  ^  * 

On  the  veprfficiitatlon  of  John  Lucas,  Commissavij  of 
Pensioners,  ni  helialf  of  Thomas  Bowling,  CTiinner's  Male 
on  hnanJ  llie  Sloop  Tyrannicide,  helonginci  to  th{f(  State, 
and  irJio  lost  //is  hft  //and  ir//ilsf  in  t//e  service,  b>/  a  s/civel 
gun,  on  t//e  Jift//  thii/  of  July,  1777,  as  a])pears  hi/  a  certi- 
ficate : 

liesolred,  That  the  said  T/ionias  BovJin/i  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  intitled  to  receive  one  third  pay  as  a  Gunner's 
Mate,  from  the  day  of  his  discharge,  which  was  the  20th 
o{  Fehrnari/,  1777,  until  the  further  orders  of  this  Court. 

September  30,  1783. 

Chapter  G. 

A  GRANT  OF  ONE  HUNDRED  SIXTY-THREE  POUNDS,  FIFTEEN  nhn^^  Q 
SHILLINGS  AND  SIX  PENCE  ONE   FARTHING,    TO   STEPHEN  -^ 

S-U/r//,  TRUCK  MASTER  AND  COMMISSARY  AT  MACHIAS,  A.'^X) 
DIRECTING  THE  COMMITTEE  FOR  SETTLING  WITH  THE  ARMY 
TO  MAKE  UP  HIS  PAY'. 

liesolred,  That  there  l)e  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth,  One  /lundred  and  sixty-t/iree  pounds, 
fifteen  s/iillings  and  six  pence  one  fart/iing ,  to  Step)//en 
Smit/i,  Truck  Master  and  Commissary  at  the  post  of  J/«- 
chias,  being  the  lialance  due  to  him,  as  appears  by  the 
certiticate  and  representation  of  the  Committee  for  T^Ieth- 
odizing  and  Liquidating  the  Public  Accounts,  and  that  the 
same  be  charged  to  the  United  States. 

And  it  is  further  liesolred,  That  the  Committee  for  set- 
tling with  the  Army  be,  and  they  are,  hereby  authorized 
and  imj^owered,  to  make  up  the  pay  to  Step/ien  Smit/i, 
Truck  blaster  and  Commissary  at  the  post  of  Mac/iias,  in 
the  same  manner  as  they  have,  by  order  of  the  General 
Court,  made  up  to  the  officers  in  Col.  Jo//n  Allan's  depart- 
ment at  the  said  post.  September  30,  17 S3. 

Chapter  7. 

A  GRANT  OF  ONE  THOUSAND  SIX  HUNDRED  AND  FOURTEEN  ri]j„^  7 
POUNDS,  NINETEEN  SHILLINGS,  TO  COL.  JOHN  ALLAN,  TO  ^'^^P'  * 
ENABLE   HIM   TO   DISCHARGE   SEVERAL  DEBTS. 

liesolred.  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth,  the  sum  of  One  t/iousand  six  liundred  and 


740  1783.  —  September  Sessio:n". 

fourteen  jjounds,  nineteen  shillings,  to  Col.  JoJni  Alhm,  in 
order  to  enable  him  to  discharge  the  debts  due  from  him 
to  several  creditors  named  in  his  memorial,  to  the  said 
amount ;  the  aforesaid  sum  being  the  balance  due  to  the 
said  Allan,  as  appears  by  the  certificate  and  representation 
of  the  Committee  for  Methodizing  and  Liquidating  the 
Public  Accounts,  and  was  expended  in  the  Eastern  Depart- 
ment ;  and  that  the  said  sum  of  One  thousand  six  hundred 
and  fourteen  pounds,  nineteen  shillings,  be  charged  to  the 
United  States.  September  30,  1783. 

Chapter  8. 

Chat).    8      RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  If^RFOBSCO,  A. VJT/C/r  INDIAN, 
^'  IMPOWERING    THE    HONORABLE    JOSIAH    STOXE,   ESQ;    AND 

OTHERS,  TO  SELL  THE  LANDS  MENTIONED. 

On  tJie petition  o/'Mary  Obsco  o/'Natick,  Indian  womaiiy 
praying  for  liberty  to  sell  certain  lands  in  her  petition 
mentioned,  for  reasons  therein  set  forth. 

liesolved.  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  Honorable  Josia]i  Stone,  Esq,  Eleazer 
Kingshnry  and  Joseph  Twitchell,  Guardians  to  the  Xatick 
tribe  of  Indians,  be,  and  hereby  are,  fully  authorized,  in 
their  said  capacity,  to  sell  so  much  of  the  lands  belonging 
to  the  said  Mary,  as  they  shall  find  necessary  to  discharge 
the  debts  mentioned  in  the  petition,  and  cost  of  sale,  and 
make  and  execute  a  good  and  lawful  deed  or  deeds  of  the 
same  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  thereof,  and  appl^i 
the  money  arising  by  the  said  sale,  solely  to  the  purposes 
aforesaid.  October  2,  17 S3. 

Chapter  9. 

Chail     9      RESOLVE  ON  the  PETITION  OF  AGNES  THOMPSON,  APPOINTING 
J^'  JUSTUS    DWIGHT    GUARDIAN    TO     THE     SAID    AGNES,   AND 

DIRECTING  PROVISION  TO  BE  MADE  FOR  HER. 

On  the  petition  of  Agnes  Thompson,  ff  Palmer,  /;/  the 
county  of  Hampshire,  setting  forth,  tJiat  she  is  a  poor, 
indigent  person ,  destitute  of  any  subsistance,  and  has  hr-en 
sup)ported  at  the  public  expence  for  npyu-urds  (f  forty  years, 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Aaron  Lyman,  o/'Belchertown, 
u'Jio  is  now  deceased;  and p)raying  that  Mr  Justus  Dwight, 
of  the  said  Belchertown,  may  be  appointed  Jier  Guardian, 
to  provide  for  her  under  her  peculiar  circumstances. 
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Therefore,  Hesolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  peti- 
tion be  granted,  and  Mr.  Juf<fuii  IJirir/Itf,  of  BelrJiertoicn, 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  appointed  Guardian  to  the  aforesaid 
A<ines  ThoiiipMn  ;  and  the  said  Guardian  is  hereby  directed 
to  provide  for  the  comfortable  support  of  the  aforesaid 
Ai/iief<  T/io)upso)i,  and  to  lay  his  accounts  before  the 
General  Court  once  a  year,  for  allowance  and  payment. 

Seiitember  30,  1783. 

Chapter  lO. 

RESOLVE    GRANTING    FOUR     HUNDRED    AND    FOUR    POUNDS,  CkaV     10 
TWELVE    SHILLINGS    TO     KNOTT    PEDRICK,    AND     BURRIL  ^  ' 

DEVEREUX. 

On  f/ie  rnemorial  o/'Burril  Devereux  and  Knott  Pedrick, 
attovneijx  to  the  Admin  istratrix  on  theef<tate  c>/*  John  Pedi^ick, 
}ate  of  Marblehead,  Esq;  deceased,  prayjing  for  payment 
for  a  certain  I^rir/antine,  wJn'ch  icas  taken  and  made  use  of 
by  order  of  government,  by  the  Committee  appointed  for  the 
purpose  of  fortifying  the  harbor  o/*  Boston  : 

liesolred.  That  there  be  granted  and  paid  out  of  the 
Treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  Burril  Devereux  and 
Knott  Pedrirlx,  attorn#^s  to  the  Administratrix  on  the 
estate  of  the  said  JoJin  Bed  rich';  the  sum  oi  Four  hundred 
and  four  ]>onnds,  tireh-e  shidings,  in  full  for  the  appraised 
value  of  the  said  Brigantine,  and  the  interest  due  thereon  to 
this  time  ;  the  same  to  be  paid  in  government  securities, 
similar  to  the  securities  called  consolidated  notes,  payable 
at  like  times  and  wnth  the  like  interest. 

October  2,  1783. 


Chapter  11. 

RESOLVE   ON  THE   PETITION   OF  THE   INHABITANTS   OF    WEST-  Chap.    11 

MINSTER.  ^  ' 

On  the  petition  of  the  inhahitanis  of  the  town,  of  West- 
minster, setting  fort  Ji,  that  the  said  town  was  required,  by 
the  Resolve  of  the  second  of  December,  A.  D.  1780,  for 
raising  men  for  the  service  of  the  Continent,  to  raise  twelve 
n}  en  for  the  said  service ;  that  as  a  toivn  they  procured  seven 
of  the  said  men ,  and  that  the  other  f  re  men  were  procured 
and  raised  by  five-twelfth  parts  of  the  said  toivn,  in  p)olls 
and  estatesy  agreeable  to  a  vote  and  an  agreement  of  the  said 
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toum,  requesting  them  so  to  do,  and  promising  them  an 
exemption  from  any  costs  or  charge  of  jirocuring  the  said 
seven  men  ;  and  praying  that  the  assessments  made,  or  that 
shall  be  made  by  the  Assessors  or  Selectmen  of  the  said  town, 
for  defraying  the  costs  and  charges  of  procuring  the  said 
seven  men,  on  the  polls  aiid  estates  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
said  town,  exclusive  of  the  said  fve-twelfth  2^tt>'ts,  may  be 
confirmed  : 

Besolved,  That  any  assessment  or  assessments  made,  or 
that  shall  be  made  and  duly  proportioned  by  the  said 
Selectmen  or  Assessors,  on  the  polls  and  estates  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  said  town,  or  non-resident  proprietors 
of  lands  therein,  exclusive  of  the  said  five-twelfth  parts, 
for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  costs  and  charges  of  pro- 
curing the  said  seven  men,  be,  and  hereby  are,  confirmed 
and  made  good  and  valid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes. 

Provided  however.  That  this  Resolve  shall  in  no  wise 
aflfect  any  contract  made  by  the  said  town  with  any  of  the 
said  seven  men,  or  any  other  person  of  whom  money  or 
other  property  was  had,  hired  or  borrowed,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  procuring  the  said  seven  men  by  the  said  town  ;  but 
on  failure  of  the  said  town  to  perform  and  fulfil  any  such 
contract,  the  party  injured  shall  ]jave  his  remedy  against 
the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town,  as  in  other  cases. 

Provided  also,  That  no  right  of  action  already  accrued, 
by  reason  of  any  distress  already  taken,  or  sale  made  of 
any  non-resident's  land  in  the  said  town,  in  the  collection 
of  the  said  assessments,  shall  be  affected  or  barred  in  any 
wise  by  this  Resolve.  October  2,  1783. 


Chap,  12 


Chapter  13. 

RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE   ATTORNEY  GENERAL  TO   SURCEASE 
ANY  PROSECUTION   AGAINST   BEIilAH  XORTOy. 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  this  Court,  that  there 
VMS  a  balance  due  to  t/tis  OommonweaUh  from  the  said 
Beriah  Norton,  and  that  the  Attorney  General  was  directed 
to  commence  an  action  against  tlie  said  Norton,  for  the 
recovery  thereof;  and  as  it  since  appears  that  the  said 
Norton  is  not  indebted  to  this  Commonwealth  : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Attorney  General  surcease 
any  prosecution  against  the  said  Xorton. 

Octobers,  1783. 


1783.  —  September  Session.  743 

Chapter  13. 

LANCE    OF    FIVE    POUNDS,    SEVEN  Q/iaV.    13 
NCE,  TO  THE   TREASURER  OF  THE  -^' 


RESOLVE    ALLOWING    A    BAL 
SHILLINGS  AND  FIVE  PE 
COUNTY   OF  MIDDLESEX. 


The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  accounts  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  county  of  Middlesex,  find  that  the  monies 
have  been  applied  to  such  uses  as  the  law  allows  ;  but  that 
there  is  a  mistake  of  J^ine  pounds,  foni'feen  s/u'fJitif/s  and 
nine  pence  Judf-penni/,  in  casting  the  said  account,  and 
that  the  balance  due  to  the  said  Treasurer,  upon  his  settle- 
ment, is  Fire  jwiinds,  sere))  sIriUi))r/s  and  five  pence  two 
farf/tint/s,  which  is  submitted.  October  4,  1783. 


Chapter  14. 

RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  SEVERAL  COMMITTEES  FOR  SALE  OF  CJiaV     14 
ABSENTEES'     ESTATES,    TO     SURCEASE    THE    SALE    OF     SAID  •^.  ' 

ESTATES   TILL   FURTHER   ORDER,  AND   TO    LAY    THEIR    PRO-  . 
CEEDINGS   BEFORE   THE   GENERAL  COURT,  AND  TO  OBSERVE 
THEIR  RESOLUTION  RELATING  TO  LEASING  SAID  ESTATES, 

On  tlie  petit  ion  of  the  Committee  for  the  sale  of  Absentees' 
Estates  in  the  county  q/" Berkshire,  ^jraymr/  for  the  direc- 
tion of  this  Court  respecting  their  further  proceeding  on  the 
business  of  their  commission,  for  the  sale  of  the  lands  of  the 
said  Absentees,  as  set  forth  in  their  petition  : 

Resolved,  That  the  several  Comn$ttees  appointed  to 
make  sale  of  the  estates  of  Absentees,  lying  within  their 
respective  counties,  be,  and  hereby  are  directed,  to  sur- 
cease the  sale  of  the  said  estates  until  the  further  order  of 
the  General  Court,  any  resolve  or  order  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

And  the  said  Committees  are  hereby  respectively  further 
directed,  to  lay  their  proceedings  respecting  the  sale  of 
such  estates  as  they  have  already  made,  before  the  Gen- 
eral Court,  as  soon  as  may  be. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  said  Committees 
observe  the  Resolution  of  the  General  Court  relating  to 
the  leasing  of  the  Estates  of  the  Absentees  which  remain 
unsold.  October  4,  1783. 
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Chapter  15. 

ChaV     15  I^ESOLVE    ON    THE    PETITION    OF     CHARLES     CHANDLER    AND 
^  '  OTHERS,    IMPOWERING    THEM     TO     TAKE     POSSESSION    AND 

IMPROVE  THAT  PART  OF  THE  REAL  ESTATE  OF  THEIR  FATHER, 
IN   WORCESTER,  THAT  WAS  SET  OFF  TO  THEIR  MOTHER. 

0)1  fite  pet  if  io7i,  of  Churles  Chandler,  and  otJiera: 
Resolved,  That  Citarles  Chandler,  Hariiiiel  ChandleVy 
Sarah  Stanton,  Mary  Chandler,  Lucretia  Chandler, 
Thomas  Chandler  and  EUzahetli  Chandler,  be,  and  they  are, 
hereby  authorized  and  impowered,  to  take  possession  of, 
and  improve,  for  their  advantage,  that  part  of  the  real  estate 
of  their  father,  John  Chandler,  Esq  ;  late  of  Worcester,  an 
Absentee,  lying  in  the  town  and  county  of  Worcester,  that 
was  set  off  to  their  mother,  now  deceased,  for  the  support  of 
her  and  the  children,  as  set  forth  in  their  petition,  until  the 
further  order  of  the  General  Court.  October  4,  1783. 


Chapter  16. 


Chap.  16 


RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  SELECTMEN  OF  TOWNS  TO  MAKE 
RETURNS  OF  BOUNTIES  PAID  TO  SOLDIERS  SERVING  IN  THE 
ARMIES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,  AND  ALLOWING  THEM 
FOUR  SHILLINGS  PER  DAY. 

WJiereas  it  is  necessary  that  the  Legislature  shoidd  he 
furnished  loith  an  account  of  all  bounties  paid  to  soldiers 
during  the  war,  in  order  that  a  charge  thereof  may  he  made 
against  the  United  IStates: 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Selectmen  of  the  several 
towns  and  districts,  and  Committees  of  plantations,  within 
this  Commonwealth,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  directed  and 
required,  to  collect  the  receipts  or  other  the  best  vouchers 
they  can,  of  all  bounties  paid  hy  their  respective  towns, 
districts  or  plantations,  or  by  classes  or  individuals,  to 
soldiets  inlisted  to  serve  in,  or  to  recruit  or  reinforce  the 
Armies  of  the  United  States  ;  excepting  of  the  bounties 
paid  to  those  raised  for  three  years,  by  the  Resolve  of 
January  26,  1777  ;  for  six  months,  by  the  Resolve  of 
June  5,  1780  ;  for  three  years,  by  the  Resolve  of  Decem- 
ber 2,  1780  ;  for  three  and  five  months,  by  the  several 
Resolves  of  June,  1781 ;  and  for  three  years,  by  the 
Resolve  of  March,  1782;  whose  bounties  are  already 
ascertained,  and  to  transmit  accounts  of  such  bounties, 
together  with  the  receipts  or  vouchers  which  shall  be  thus 
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collected,  to  the  Secretary's  Office,  on  or  l)efore  the  first 
day  oi  Fehruari/  next. 

Resolved^  That  the  Selectmen  and  Committees  aforesaid, 
shall  be  severally  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  town, 
district  or  ])lantation  to  which  they  belong,  the  sum  of 
Jr^ouv  fill  ill iugs  per  da}^  for  each  and  every  day  they  shall 
be  necessarily  employed  in  performing  the  aforementioned 
service. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
directed  forthwith  to  procure  a  sufficient  number  of 
printed  copies  of  these  Resolves,  and,  Avithout  delay,  to 
transmit  one  of  the  same  to  the  Selectmen  of  each  town 
and  district,  and  to  the  Committees  of  each  plantation 
within  this  Commonwealth. 

Resolved  further,  That  the  Secretary  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  directed  to  collect  an  account  of  the  dates  of  all  the 
Eesolves  of  the  General  Court,  and  orders  of  Council,  for 
raising  or  detaching  men  to  serve  in,  recruit  or  reinforce 
the  army,  since  the  commencement  of  the  war,  (excepting 
the  Resolves  above  excepted,)  and  cause  the  same  to  be 
inserted  in  the  copies  aforementioned.     October  6,  1783. 


Chapter  17. 

RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  CREDIT  THE  TOWN 
OF  OXFORD  FOR  TfVO  HUNDRED  AND  FOURTEEN  POUNDS, 
TWO  SHILLINGS  AND  SIX  PENCE,  BEING  FOR  A  FINE  AND 
BOUNTY  LAID  ON  SAID  TOAVN. 

On  t/ie  petition  q/Ebenezer  Learnard,  in  behalf  of  the 
town  o/"  Oxford,  setting  forth ,  that  the  said  toivn  was  fined 
for  a  deficiency  of  one  three  years'  man,  praying  that  the 
same  may  he  abated^  for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  said  peti- 
tion : 

Wliereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  by  a  certificate  from 
the  Superintendent  of  the  county  of  Worcester,  that  the 
town  of  Oxford  did  actually  irrocure  the  whole  number  of 
men  required  of  them  by  the  Resolve  of  the  second  of 
December,  1780: 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  credit  the  town  of  Oxford, 
the  sum  of  Two  hundred  and  fourteen  pounds,  two  shillings 
and  six  pence,  in  the  last  State  Tax,  it  being  the  fine  and 
bounty  for  one  three  years'  man.  October  7,  1783. 


Chap.  17 
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Chapter  18. 

CTiaV.    18  I^ESOLVE  FOR  EXTENDING  THE  TIME  FOR  ISSUING  EXECUTIONS. 

Whereas  the  time  is  expired  limiting  the  Treasurer,  by 
the  Resolve  o/' November  2,  1782,  and  March  18,  1783,  ^o 
issue  execution  in  favour  of  persons  2vho  are  possessed  of 
receipts  ujxm  Collectors  and  Constables;  and  many  persons 
living  in  the  remote  parts  of  the  Conimonivealth,  did  not 
come  to  the  knoidedge  of  the  said  Besolves  at  a  period  early 
enough  to  reap  the  advantage  of  the  same,  and  are  still 
possessed  of  such  receipts,  ivithout  the  p)Oicer  of  collecting 
ichat  is  justly  due  to  them  thereon: 

Be  it  therefore  Resolved,  That  the  time  limited  in  the 
said  Resolves  is  extended  to  the  tirst  "Wednesday  in  March 
next ;  and  in  the  mean  time  the  aforesaid  Resolves  shall 
have  the  same  force  and  validity,  in  all  respects,  until  the 
said  first  Wednesday  of  March,  as  they  had  during  the 
time  prescribed  in  the  said  Resolves.        October  9,  1783. 


Chapter  19. 


Chap.  19 


RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE   TREASURER  TO   CREDIT  THE  TOWN 
OF  ROWLEY  YOU  THE  DEFICIENCY  OF  ONE  MAN. 

On  the  petition  q/ Thomas  Mighill,  in  behalf  of  the  toimi 
of  Rowley,  praying  for  abatement  of  a  fine  charged  on 
the  said  town  in  the  last  Tax  Act,  for  reasons  set  forth  in 
the  said  petition  : 

Whereas  by  the  last  Tax  Act,  the  toicn  of  Rowley  ?r«s 
fined  for  the  deficiency  of  one  man,  required  of  the  said  town 
by  a  Resolve  of  the  General  Court  of  the  second  q/ Decem- 
ber, 1780  ;  and  it  also  appears  that  a  certain  class  in  the 
said  town  is  assessed  for  the  same  deficiency,  which  assess- 
ment is  returned  into  the  Treasurer's  Ofiice: 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, be,  and  he  is,  hereby  directed  to  credit  the 
said  town  oi  Roivley,  the  sura  of  One  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  pounds,  nine  shillings  and  six  pence,  in  the  last  Tax 
Act,  and  receive  the  sum  assessed  on  the  said  deficient 
class  in  the  said  town  in  lieu  thereof;  and  that  the  assess- 
ment laid  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Rowley,  by 
virtue  of  a  warrant  from  the  Treasurer  in  consequence  of 
the  aforesaid  last  Tax  Act,  shall  be  deemed  legal  and  valid 
to  all  intents,  notwithstanding  it  is  for  One  hundred  and 
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ticenty-eight  pounds,  nine  xJdllings  and  sixpence  less  than 
the  sum  contained  in  the  Treasurer's  warrant. 

October  9,  1783. 

Oliapter  20. 

RESOLVE  ADJOURNING  THE  SUPREME  JUDICIAL  COURT  IN  THE  (JJiqj)^    20 
COUNTY  OF  BRISTOL.  ^' 

]V7iereas  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  holden  at  Worces- 
ter, within  and  for  the  county  of  Worcester,  after  sitting 
one  week,  adjourned  to  Tuesday,  the  fourteenth  day  of 
October  instant;  and  to  the  end  there  may  he  time  at  the 
said  adjournment  for  the  Justices  of  the  same  Court  to 
hear  and  determine  the  weighty  and  important  matters 
now  pending  therein,  before  the  sitting  of  the  said  Court 
at  Taunton  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  by  law 
appointed  to  be  holden  at  Taunton,  within  and  for  the 
county  of  Bristol,  on  the  Tuesday  next  preceding  the  last 
Tuesday  of  October  instant ;  and  all  matters  and  things, 
civil  or  criminal,  pending,  or  that  may  be  pending  thereat ; 
be,  and  hereby  are,  adjourned  to  the  last  Tuesday  of 
yovember  next;  of  which  jurors,  witnesses,  parties,  and 
all  others  interested,  are  to  take  notice  and  govern  them- 
selves accordingly.  October  .9,  1783. 


Chapter  31. 

RESOLVE  REMITTINej  A  FINE  SET  ON  CERTAIN  CLASSES  IN  THE 
TOWN  OF  BRIDGEWATER. 

On  the  petition  of  Timothy  Fobes,  «?i£Z  Jeremiah  Thayer 
praying  tliat  a  fine  set  on  the  Classes  number  one  and  three, 
he  remitted  them,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  their  petition  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Classes  number  one  and  three,  in  the 
town  of  Bridgewater,  be  abated  the  sum  of  Fifty  five 
pounds,  to  the  Class  numl)er  one  ;  and  the  sum  of  Fifty- 
three  pounds,  to  the  Class  number  three;  and  that  the 
Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
directed  to  credit  the  said  Classes  accordingly. 

October  9,  1783. 


Chap,  21 
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Chapter  22. 

Chav    22  RESOLVE  directing  the  treasurer  to  credit  the  town  of 

^  '  ATTLEBOROUGH,  FOR  THE  DELINQUENCY  OF  ONE  MAN. 

On  the  petition  of  Stephen  Richardson,  in  behalf  of  the 
town  of  Attleborough,  setting  forth,  that  said  town  was 
fined  for  a  delinquency  of  one  three  years'  man,  praying 
the  same  may  be  abated,  for  reasojis  set  forth  in  said  peti- 
tion : 

\V7iei'eas  it  appears  to  this  Coicrt,  by  a  certificate  from 
the  /Superintendent  for  the  county  o/" Bristol,  that  the  said 
town  of  Attleborough,  as  aforesaid,  did  actually  procure 
their  full  number  of  men  required  of  themby  the  Iiesolve  of 
December  the  second,  1780  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  credit  the  town  of  Attlebor- 
ough, the  sum  of  Two  hundred  and  fourteen  pounds,  two 
shillings  and  six  pence,  in  the  last  State  Tax,  it  being  the 
fine  and  bounty  for  one  three  years'  man. 

October  9,  17 S3. 

Chapter  22a.* 

Oh    2'^A      IIESOLVE  RELATIVE   TO   TAKING  POSSESSION   OF  THE   POST  AT 
*      '^  PENOBSCOT. 

On  His  Excellency's  message  of  October  Wt : 
Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  take  such 
measures  as  may  be  effectual  for  carrying  into  execution 
the  Resolution  of  the  two  Houses  of  11^/^  Jidy  last, 
respecting  the  taking  possession  of  the  post  at  Penobscot 
and  places  adjacent,  upon  the  British  troops  evacuating 
the  same.  October  9,  1783. 


Chap. 


23 


Chapter  23. 

RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  COMMISSARY  GENERAL  TO  DELIVER 
RICHARD  WARD,  LATE  COMMISSARY  AT  SALEM,  A  QUANTITY 
OF  FLOUR. 

Resolved,  That  Richard,  Devens,  Esq ;  Commissary 
General,  be,  and  hereby  is,  directed  to  deliver  to  Mr. 
Richard  Ward,  late  Commissary  at  Salem,  Tioenty-six 
hundred  and  tivo  quarters  of  flour,  it  being  in  full  for 
Thirty-two  hundred,  one  quarter  and  twenty-seven  pounds 

*  Not  printed  in  Session  pamphlet. 
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of  rice,  advanced  by  him  to  the  troops  stationed  at  Salem, 
as  appears  by  a  certificate  from  the  committee  on  accounts. 

October  9,  1783. 


Chap.  24 


Chapter  34. 

RESOLVE    EMPOWERING    THE    ASSESSORS    OF    THE     TOWN    OF 

sAyniricH,  in  the  county  of  barn  stable,  to  assess 
ON  the  polls  and  estates  of  certain  classes  for 
deficiencies. 

Resolved,  That  the  assessors  of  the  town  of  Sandivich, 
in  the  county  of  Barnstable,  be  and  hereby  are  empow- 
ered and  directed,  to  levy  and  assess  on  the  polls  and 
estates  of  such  persons  as  compose  the  deficient  classes  in 
the  said  town,  who  have  not  complied  with  the  resolve  of 
December,  1780,  for  raising  this  Commonwealth's  propor- 
tions of  the  Continental  Army,  such  sum  or  sums  upon 
each  of  the  said  deficient  classes,  as  shall  be  found  equal 
to  the  average  price  which  has  been  given  or  engaged  by 
those  classes  in  the  said  town  who  have  procured  their 
men  agreeable  to  the  said  resolve  ;  and  that  the  said  assess- 
ors, in  making  the  said  assessment,  observe  the  same 
pro})ortions  and  directions  specified  by  a  resolve  of  Ajjril 
2(),  1781  ;  and  the  said  assessment,  so  made,  they  are  to 
commit  to  the  constables  or  collectors  of  the  said  town 
of  Sandwich,  to  collect,  and  issue  their  warrants,  mutatis 
r/}}(fa)iflis,  in  the  same  form  and  manner  as  is  usual  in  the 
collection  of  town  taxes. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  money  so  assessed 
and  collected,  shall  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  said 
town  of  Sandwich,  and  shall  be  applied  by  a  vote  of  the 
said  town,  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants,  in  such  man- 
ner as  they  shall  judge  most  equitable. 

October  9,1783. 


Chapter  25. 

resolve  on  the  petition  of  peter  savory,  granting  him  nhnr)    25 

THREE  HUNDRED  AND  XINETY~T\VO  POUNDS  SIX  SHILLINGS  1 

AND  ONE  PENNY,  DUE  TO  MESSIEURS  PENET  AND  COM- 
PANY, AND  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  RECEIVE  A 
NUMBER  OF  LOAN  OFFICE  CERTIFICATES. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed    and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  Peter  Savory,  the  sum 
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of  three  hundred  and  ninety-tico  pounds  six  shillings  and 
one  penny ,  in  full  for  the  balance  due  to  Messieurs  Penet, 
Decosfa,  Brothers,  and  Co.  from  the  late  Board  of  "War. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be,  and 
he  hereby  is  directed,  to  receive  of  Peter  Savory,  ninety 
Continental  Loan  Office  Certificates,  bearing  date  the  eighth 
oi  February,  1717,  each  for  four  hundred  dollars,  making 
in  the  whole,  with  two  years  and  one  month's  interest  due 
thereon,  tirelve  thousand  one  hundred  and  ffty  pounds ; 
and  that  the  Treasurer  be  further  directed  to  deliver  to 
the  said  Savory,  in  behalf  of  Messieurs  Penet,  Decostay 
Brothers,  and  Co.  his  promissory  note  for  thirteen  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  thiiiy-two  pounds  sixteen  shillings, 
on  interest  at  six  per  cent,  which  sum  will  be  in  full  for 
the  ninety  Loan  Office  Certificates,  and  in  full  for  the  sum 
of  7iine  hundred  and  eighty-tv:o  pounds  sixteen  shillings y 
the  amount  of  a  further  allowance  of  two  and  a  half  per 
cent,  commissions  on  six  hundred  eighty-eight  thousand 
and  forty-Jive  livres  tournois,  the  cost  of  sundry  parcels  of 
goods  shipped  in  the  year  1776,  by  the  said  Penet,  Decostaj 
Brothers  and  Co.  by  order  of  the  then  Board  of  War,  on 
account  of  this  Commonwealth  ;  the  said  notes  to  be  made 
payable  at  four  annual  equal  payments. 

October  10,  17  S3. 

Chapter  26. 

Chav   26  i^EsoLVE  on  the  petition  of  joseph  buffam,  authorizing 

■^'  THE    JUSTICES   OF   THE  SUPREME  JUDICIAL  COURT  TO  TAKE 

COGNIZANCE  OF  THE  APPEAL  MENTIONED. 

^VJ^ereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  that  Joseph  Buftam, 
at  the  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas  holden  at  Worces- 
ter, icithin  and  for  the  county  o/' Worcester,  on  the  second 
Tuesday  q/"  June,  A.  D.  1774,  recovered  judgment  against 
John  Campbell,  o/" Oxford,  in  the  said  county,  blacksmith^ 
for  the  sum  o/" twenty-one  pounds  four  shillings,  damages 
and  cost  taxed  at  one  pound  nineteen  shillings  and  eight 
pence ;  that  the  said  John  Campbell  appealed  from  the 
said  judgment  to  the  then  next  Superior  Court  of  Judica- 
ture, which  was  to  have  been  holden  at  Worcester,  within 
and  for  the  county  of  AYorcester,  in  September,  1774, 
which  Court,  by  reason  of  the  peculiar  circumstances  of 
the  times,  2cas  not  held  : 

And  ichereas  the  said  Joseph  Buffam  has  represented  to 
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this  Court,  that  hy  reason  of  his  absence  from  this  Com- 
monwealth, he  was  unacquainted  with  the  laics  of  the 
General  Court  icJiich  have  since  intitled  him  to  a  remedy, 
and  has  prayed  this  Court  for  relief: 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  be,  and  they  are  hereby  fully  authorized, 
at  their  next  sessions  within  and  for  the  aforesaid  county 
of  Worcester,  to  take  cognizance  of  the  aforesaid  appeal, 
and  that  the  same  proceeding  may  be  had  thereon,  in  as 
full  and  ample  a  manner  as  if  the  same  had  been  prosecuted 
within  the  time  limited  by  the  laws  or  resolves  of  the 
General  Court  providing  remedy  in  similar  cases,  the  time 
therein  specified  being  elapsed  notwithstanding. 

October  11,  1788. 


Chapter  27. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE  SELECTMEN  OF  THE  TOWN 
OF  MARBLEHEAD,  APPOINTING  A  COMMITTEE  TO  REPAIR 
TO  SAID  TOWN,  AND  VIEW  THEIR  SITUATION. 

On  the  petition  and  memorial  of  the  selectmen  of  the 
toivn  q/"Marblehead,  setting  forth  their  distressed  situation, 
and  praying  for  relief  from  the  heavy  burdens  they  labour 
under  on  account  of  taxes,  and  for  many  other  weighty 
reasons,  as  set  forth  in  their  said  petition  and  memorial: 

Resolved,  That  Jabez  Fisher,  Esq ;  Solomon  Lovell, 
Esq  ;  and  the  Hon.  Timothy  Danielson,  Esq  ;  be  a  joint 
committee  to  repair  to  the  town  of  Marblehead,  and  make 
particular  inquir}^  whether  the  property  they  possessed  at 
the  time  of  taking  the  last  valuation,  has  been  since  lost, 
and  if  so,  how  much  ;  whether  the  collectors  have  not  at 
this  present  time  got  money  in  their  hands  unaccounted 
for,  and  how  much  ;  whether  some  persons  have  not  paid 
the  whole  of  their  taxes,  and  others  none  ;  whether  they 
have  returned  more  poor  people  and  widows  than  really 
belonged  to  them,  or  not ;  and  whether  their  situations  in 
general  be  as  set  forth  in  their  said  petition  and  memorial, 
and  make  report  of  their  doings  to  this  Court,  as  soon  as 
conveniently  may  be.  October  11,  1783. 


Chap.  27 
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Chapter  28. 

ChaV»    28  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF   MOSES  IXGLEE,  IN  BEHALF  OF 
^  '  A    CERTAIN    CLASS    IN    THE    TOWN    OF  HALIFAX,  DIRECTING 

THE     TREASURER     TO      RECEIVE     THE     MUSTER     MASTER'S 
RECEIPT. 

On- tJie  petition  o/ Moses  Inglee,  in  heJialf  of  claf^s  num- 
ber tivo,  in  the  town  o/' Halifax,  setting  forth ,  that  the  said 
class  jjrocured  a  man  agreeable  to  a  resolve  of  the  General 
Court,  passed  in  March,  1781,  but  the  Muster  Master 
having  neglected  to  mahe  return  of  the  said  man  into  the 
Secretari/s  office  the  said  class  are  liable  to  have  an  execu- 
tion issued  against  them,  praying  that  the  Treasurer  may 
be  directed  to  receive  the  Muster  Master''s  receipt  in  dis- 
charge of  the  said  class,  the  time  limited  for  receiving  them 
being  expired  notwithstanding : 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  hereby  is  directed,  to  receive  the  above  mentioned 
Muster  Master's  receipt  for  the  said  man,  in  full  discharge 
of  the  said  class,  provided  it  be  offered  to  the  Treasurer 
on  or  before  the  twentieth  day  of  October  instant,  any  law 
or  resolve  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

October  11,  17S3. 


Chap. 


Chapter  29. 

29  RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  CREDIT  THE  TOWN 
OF  DUDLEY  FOR  DEFICIENCY  OF  MEN,  FOR  REASONS  SET 
FORTH  IN  THE  PETITION  OF  EDWARD  DAVIS,  ESQ; 

On  the  petition  o/"  Edward  Davis,  in  behalf  of  the  town 
of  Dudley,  setting  forth,  that  tJie  said  toivn  was  fined  in 
the  last  State  tax,  for  a  deficiency  of  two  five  months  men, 
and  one  three  months  man,  ivhich  they  had  raised,  pray- 
ing they  may  be  abated  the  fines  and  allowed  the  bounties 
for  the  said  men: 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  by  returns  made  into 
the  Secretary's  office,  that  the  said  town  of  Dudley  did 
actually  raise  and  march  the  above  mentioned  two  five 
months  men,  and  one  three  months  man,  agreeable  to  the 
resolves  for  raising  the  same: 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  hereby  is  directed,  to  credit  the  town  of  Dudley 
the  sum  of  sixty-three p)ounds  eleven  shillings,  in  the  last 
State  Tax,  it  being  the  fines  and  bounties  for  two  five 
months  and  one  three  months  man.         October  11,  1783. 
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Chapter  30. 

RESOLVE    OX    THE    PETITION    OF    RICHARD  CARY,  AGENT  FOR  nhri^     QQ 
THE   EXECUTORS    OF   THE    LAST    WILL,  ETC.  OF    DENNIS  DE  ^ 

BERDT,  ESQ;  LATE  OF  LONDON,  DECEASED. 

Upon  the  pefifioji  of  Richard  Gary,  agent  for  the  execu- 
tors of  the  hist  7i'ilJ  and  testament  of  Dennis  de  Berdt, 
Usq ;  late  o/' London,  deceased,  and  forrnevl  ij  agent  for  the 
ILmovaJile  House  of  liepveseida fives ,  praying  for  paipnent 
of  a  haJance  of  tiiree  hundred  and  sixteen  pounds  tifteen 
shillings  and  eight  pence  sterling^  ichich  icas  voted  to  he 
jniid  to  the  executors  aforesaid,  by  the  Tlonorahle  House  of 
liepresentatives,  and  concurred,  in  Council  in  June,  1774, 
and  u-JiicJi  doth  not  appear  to  have  been  p)aid : 

Itesolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  Tfeasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  hereby  is  directed,  to  make  out  and  deliver  to  the 
petitioner,  in  his  capacity  aforesaid,  a  note  in  behalf  of 
this  Commonwealth,  payable  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
consolidated  notes  are,  for  the  sum  of  six  liundred  and 
fifty  pounds  eleven  shillings,  lawful  money,  that  being 
equal  to  the  aforesaid  sum  of  three  hundred  and  sixteen 
pounds  fifteen  shillings  and  eight  pence  sterling,  with 
interest ;  the  said  note  to  be  in  full  for  the  services  of  the 
said  de  Berdt,  in  his  capacity  aforesaid.  And  the  said 
Treasurer  is  further  directed  to  allow  such  premium  on  the 
said  sum  oi  six  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  eleven  shillings, 
as  by  law  is  allowed  for  the  consolidating  of  governmental 
securities.  October  18,  1783. 


Chapter  31. 


RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  CREDIT  THE  TOWN  OF 
PELHAM,  FOR  THE  FINE  AND  BOUNTY  OF  ONE  DEFICIENT 
MAN. 

Oi^  the  petition  of  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Pelham, 
setting  forth,  that  said  toivn  loas  fined  in  the  last  State  tax, 
for  a  deficiency  of  one  three  years  man,  praying  that  the 
same  may  he  abated,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  tJieir  petition  : 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  by  tJie  superintendanfs 
returns  of  the  county  o/' Hampshire,  tliat  tlie  town  o/ Pel- 
ham  have  actually  p>^'0CU7'ed  the  whole  number  of  men 
rorpiired  of  the  said  town  by  the  resolve  of  the  second  of 
December,  1780 : 


Chap.  31 
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Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  hereby  is  directed,  to  credit  the  town  of  Pelliam 
tivo  hundred  and  fourteen  poimds  two  shillings  and  six 
pence,  in  the  last  State  tax,  it  being  the  fine  and  bounty 
for  one  three  years  man.  October  13,  1783. 


Chap. 


Chapter  32. 

32  RESOLVE  GRANTING  A  TAX  OF  SIX  HUNDRED  POUNDS,  TO  BE 
LEVIED  ON  THE  POLLS  AND  ESTATES  WITHIN  THE  COUNTY 
OF  MIDDLESEX,  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  OF  DEFRAYING  THE 
CHARGES  OF  SAID  COUNTY. 

Whereas  it  aj)2}ears  to  this  Court,  from  the  rejjresenta- 
tion  and  estimate  of  the  Justices  of  the  Court  of  General 
Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of  Middlesex,  that  it 
is  necessary  that  the  sum  of  six  hundred  pounds  should  be 
raised  in  the  said  county,  for  the  j^^cpose  of  defraying  the 
charges  necessary  for  the  administration  of  justice: 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  there  be,  and  there  hereby  is 
granted,  a  tax  oi  six  hundred  pounds ,  to  be  levied  on  the 
polls  and  estates,  both  real  and  personal,  within  the  said 
county  of  Middlesex;  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  of 
General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the  said  county,  is 
hereby  impowered  to  apportion  the  said  sum  upon  the 
several  towns  and  districts  within  the  said  county,  in  the 
manner  pointed  out  by  the  law  of  this  Commonwealth ; 
and  to  issue  his  warrants  to  the  assessors  of  the  said  towns 
and  districts  for  the  assessment  of  the  same. 

October  13,  1783. 

Chapter  33. 

Chap.    33  RESOLVE   directing  the   treasurer  TO   CREDIT  THE  TOWN 
^  '  OF    RUTLAND    FOR    THE    FINE    AND    BOUNTY  OF  ONE  DEFI- 

CIENT MAN. 

On  the  petition  of  Jonas  How,  in  behalf  of  the  town  of 
Rutland,  setting  forth  that  the  said  town  'ivas  fined  in  the 
last  tax  act,  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  pounds, /br  a 
deficiency  of  one  three  years  man,  praying  that  the  same 
may  be  abated,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  his  petition  : 

Whereas  it  app)ears  to  this  Court,  by  the  super intendaufs 
retwns  for  the  county  q/' Worcester,  tJiat  the  said  town  of 
Rutland  have  procured  the  whole  number  of  m.en  requii'ed 
of  them  by  the  resolve  of  the  second  of  December,  1780  : 
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Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  hereby  is  directed,  to  credit  the  said  town  of  Rut- 
land the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fourteen  pounds,  iivo 
ithillinf/s  and  sir  jjence,  in  the  last  State  tax,  it  being  the 
tine  and  bounty  for  one  three  years  man. 

October  13,1783. 


Chap.  34 


Chapter  34. 

RESOLVE  GRANTING  A  TAX  OF  ONE  HUNDRED  POUNDS  TO  BE 
APPORTIONED  ON  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  DUKES  COUNTY, 
FOR  DEFRAYING  THE  CHARGES  OF  SAID  COUNTY. 

Whereas  it  appears,  from  an  estimate  of  the  Justices  of 
the  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of  Dukes 
County,  that  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  will  be  neces- 
sary for  defraying  the  charges  of  the  said  county,  for  one 
year  7ie.vt  ensuing : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  there  be,  and  is  hereby 
granted,  a  tax  of  one  hundred piouyids ,  to  be  apportioned 
and  assessed  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  county,  and 
estates  lying  within  the  same,  and  collected,  paid  and 
applied  for  the  use  of  the  said  county,  according  to  the 
hiws  of  this  Commonwealth.  October  13,  1783. 

Chapter  35. 

RESOLVE  IMPOWERING  ISABEL  MERCHANT,  GUARDIAN  TO  fy^„^  or 
HANNAH  WARD,  TO  MAKE  SALE  OF  THE  REAL  ESTATE  ^"'^P'  *5'-' 
MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  o/"  Isabel  Merchant,  guardian  ^o  Hannah 
Ward  : 

Resolved,  That  the  petition  be  so  far  granted,  as  that 
the  petitioner  be,  and  hereby  is  authorized  and  impowered, 
in  her  said  capacity,  to  make  sale  of  that  part  of  the  real 
estate  of  the  said  Hannah  Ward,  mentioned  in  the  said 
petition,  and  laying  in  the  town  oi  Dartmouth,  within  this 
Commonwealth,  for  the  most  the  same  will  fetch,  and 
make  and  execute  a  good  deed  or  deeds  thereof,  she 
observing  the  rules  of  the  law  for  the  sale  of  real  estates 
by  executors  or  administrators,  and  giving  caution  to  the 
Judge  of  Probate  for  the  count}^  of  Bristol,  that  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  said  sale  be  applied  to  the  support  of  the  said 
Hannah,  and  that  if  any  monies  arising  from  the  said  sale 
remain  in  the  hands  of  the  said  Isabel  Merchant,  at  the 
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decease  of  the  said  Hannah    Ward,  that  she  account  with 
the  legal  heirs  of  the  said  Hannah  therefor. 

October  14,  1783. 


Chapter  36. 

Char)      86  I^ESOLYE    ON    THE   APPLICATION  OF   RUGGLES     IVOODBRIDGE, 
^'    '  ESQ;  DIRECTING  THE   TREASURER  TO    RECEIVE   A   CERTAIN 

SUM  OF  MONEY  OF  THE  OLD  EMISSION,  AND  THE  COMMITTEE 
ON  ACCOUNTS  TO  RECEIPT  SAID  SUM. 

Whereas  Ruggles  Woodbridge,  £^sq;  has  made  appli- 
cation to  this  Court  to  receive  a  sum  of  Continental  money 
of  the  old  emission,  being  the  balance  of  a  sum  put  into  his 
hands  in  the  year  1780,  as  Cluster  blaster  of  the  county  of 
Hampshire ;  and  it  appears  to  this  Court,  that  the  said 
money  was  ever  ready  for  payment,  ichen  ccdled  for :  that 
he  sent  doicn  the  said  money  in  the  month  o/"May  or  June, 
1781,  to  the  com7nittee  for  liquidating  accounts,  who 
declined  receiving  it  witJiout  the  order  of  Court;  and  that 
the  said  Woodbridge  Jias  not  received  any  advantage  by 
the  depreciation  thereof: 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  hereby  is 
directed,  to  receive  of  Ruggles  Woodbridge,  the  sum  of 
fifteen  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  old  emission  money, 
giving  him  a  receipt  therefor ;  and  the  committee  on 
accounts  are  hereby  directed  to  receive  said  receipt  of  said 
Ruggles,  in  part  of  the  money,  which  said  Ruggles  stands 
charged  with  in  the  ^^ear  1780.  October  14,  1783. 


Chapter  37. 

Chan    37  -^  grant  of  four  thousand  pouxds  to  the  committee 

^  '  ON  ACCOUNTS. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth,  to  the  committee  on  accounts,  the  sum  of 
four  thousand  pounds,  to  enable  them  to  pay  such  accounts 
as  they  have  passed,  or  may  hereafter  pass  upon  ;  they  to 
be  accountable  for  the  same.  October  14,  1783. 
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Chapter  38. 

RESOLVE    ON    THE    PETITION    OF    KATHERINE    WILLARD    AND  Q]i(xr)^    38 
OTHERS,  IMPOWERING    THE    LATE    COMMISSIONERS    ON  THE  ^* 

ESTATE  OF  ABEL  WILLARD,  TO  REVISE  ALL  ACCOUNTS  AND 
CLAIMS  HERETOFORE  ALLOWED  BY  THEM,  FOR  REASONS 
MENTIONED. 

On  tJie  petition  of  Katherine  AVillard  and  others,  sug- 
gesting, tJiat  errors  hare  happened  in  the  allowance  of 
sundry  claims  hy  tlie  commissioners  ap)pointed  upon  the 
estate  of  Abel  Willard,  Esq,  late  of  Lancaster,  in  the 
county  of  Worcester,  an  absentee,  deceased,  and  praying 
for  a  remedy  in  this  behalf: 

Resolved,  That  William  Greeideaf  and  Josiah  Wilder, 
Esq'rs,  and  Mr.  Ephraim  Wilder,  late  commissioners  on 
the  estate  of  the  said  Abel,  be,  and  they  herel^y  are 
authorized  and  fully  impowered,  to  revise  all  accounts  and 
claims  by  them  heretofore  allowed,  which  they  shall  judge 
necessary  ;  and  where  upon  such  revision,  it  shall  appear 
to  the  said  commissioners  that  any  errors  have  heretofore 
happened,  in  any  allowance  of  such  accounts  and  claims, 
that  such  former  allowance  shall  be,  and  hereby  is  declared 
to  be  null  and  void  ;  and  such  allowance  as  shall  be  made 
on  such  revision,  shall  be  of  the  same  effect  and  force,  as 
though  such  former  allowance  had  never  been  made. 

Provided,  That  all  such  persons,  whose  accounts  and 
claims  are  intended  to  be  revised  by  the  said  commis- 
sioners, be  by  them  notified  of  the  time  and  place  of  their 
intended  revision,  ten  days  at  least  previous  thereto." 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  in  every  case  where, 
in  consequence  of  such  former  allowance  of  the  said  com- 
missioners, any  sum  or  sums  of  money  have  been  paid  and 
satisfied  to  any  person  or  persons,  or  the  appointee  or 
appointees  of  such  person  or  persons  whose  claims  or 
accounts  have  been  allowed  by  the  said  commissioners, 
and  upon  a  revision  of  the  said  claims  or  accounts,  such 
former  allowance  shall  be  found  to  be  erroneous  in  whole 
or  in  part,  the  commissioners  shall  return  a  certificate  of 
the  same,  with  the  evidence  thereof,  to  the  Attorney 
General,  who  is  hereby  directed,  in  behalf  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, to  institute  such  suit  or  suits  for  the  recovery 
back  of  any  such  sum  or  sums  so  paid  in  consequence  of 
such  former  allowance,  as  justice  may  require  ;  and  such 
suit  or  suits  to  prosecute  to  final  judgment  and  execution. 

October  14,  1783. 


758  1783.  —  September  Session. 

Chapter  39. 

Chap.  39  RESOLVE  ox  the   petition  of  josiah  moor,  to  notify 

■^'       '  EDWARD  AND  HEPHZIBAH  RAYMOND  TO  SHEW  CAUSE,  AND 

STAYING  EXECUTION  l^  THE  MEAN  TIME. 

071  (he  petition  of  Josiah  Moor,  praying,  for  reasons 
set  forth  in  his  said  petition,  for  the  interj)osition  of  the 
General  Court  relative  to  a  judgment  on  an  action  com- 
menced against  him  by  Edward  and  Hephzibah  Raymond, 
at  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  held  at  Worcester,  m  and 
for  the  county  q/"  Worcester,  in  March,  1781  : 

Mesolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  petitioner  notify  the  said  Edivard  and 
Hephzibah  Raymond,  by  serving  them  with  an  attested 
copy  of  his  petition  and  this  order  thereon,  fifteen  days  at 
least  before  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  next  session  of 
the  General  Court,  that  they  may  shew  cause  (if  any  they 
have)  why  the  prayer  thereof  should  not  be  granted  ;  and 
that  execution  be  stayed  in  the  mean  time. 

October  14,  1783. 

Chapter  40. 

ChaV     40  ^  GRANT  OF  TWELVE  POUXDS  TO  JONATHAN  REED,  ESQ;  FOR 
J^'  THE   USE   OF  THE  TOWN   OF  LITTLETON,  BEING  AN  ABATE- 

MENT IN  PART  OF  THE  FINE  LAID  ON  SAID.  TOWN. 

On  the  petition  of  Jonathan  Eeed,  Esq;  praying  that 
twelve  pounds,  granted  to  the  town  of  Littleton,  by  a 
resolve  of  the  General  Court  of  June  16,  1774,  as  an 
abatement  in  part  of  a  fine  laid  on  said  Littleton, /b?'  not 
sending  a  Representative,  may  be  paid  to  said  town: 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury,  to  the  said  Jonathan  Reed,  for  the  use  of 
the  town  of  Littleton,  ttvelve  p>ounds,  in  full  discharge  of 
the  abatement  aforesaid.  October  15,  1783. 


Chap.  41 


Chapter  41. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  SOLOMON  CLERK  AND  JOHN 
WHITE,  OF  A  PLANTATION  CALLED  CANAAN  OR  HOWARDS- 
TOWN,  IMPOWERING  THE  TREASURER  TO  RECALL  HIS  EXE- 
.  CUTIONS,  IF  ANY  HAVE  ISSUED  AGAINST  SAID  PLANTATION, 
AND  IMPOWERING  SAID  PLANTATION  TO  RAISE  MONEY  FOR 
THE  SUPPORT  OF  A  GOSPEL  MINISTER. 

On  the  petition  o/"  Solomon  Clerk  a?<^  John  White,  of  a 
plantation   called   Canaan  or  Howardstown,  irraying  for 
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relief  with  regard  to  their  late  taxes,  and  that  the  said 
j)lantation  may  be  incorporated,  or  otherivise  enabled  to 
raise,  assess,  and  collect  taxes: 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be 
directed  to  recall  his  executions,  if  any  has  issued  for 
taxes  against  the  said  plantation,  and  stay  the  issuing  any 
executions  for  the  future,  until  the  further  order  of  the 
(reneral  Court. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  said  plantation  is 
further  impowered  to  assess  themselves  for  such  sum  or 
sums  of  money  as  they  shall  tind  necessary  for  the  support 
of  a  gospel  minister  in  the  plantation  aforesaid. 

October  15,  17S3. 


Chapter  43. 


Chap,  42 


RESOLVE   INTITLING  AAROX  ROWLEY  TO   ONE   FOURTH   PART 
OF  PAY  AS  A  MAJOR. 

On  the  representation  of  John  Lucas,  Commissary  of 
Pensioners,  in  behalf  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Aaron  Rowley, 
wJio  was  wounded  in  his  left  ancle,  on  the  twenty-fifth  of 
October,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one: 

Resolved,  that  the  said  Aaron  Rowley  be  intitled  to  one 
fourth  part  of  pay  as  a  Major,  from  the  fifteenth  day  of 
JTovember,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-one,  until  the  further  order  of  the  General  Court 
or  Congress.  October  15,  1783. 


Chapter  43. 

RESOLVE    ON   THE    PETITION   OF    CAPT.  JAPHETH  DANIELS,  IN  Qhri^     43 
THE  SIXTH  MASSACHUSETTS  REGIMENT.  1  '    ^ 

On  the  petition  of  Japheth  Daniels,  Captain  in  the 
sixth  Massachusetts  regiment: 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth,  the  sum  o^  six  pounds,  to  Japheth  Daniels, 
being  in  full  for  the  depreciation  on  the  sixty-seven  pounds 
ten  shillings  he  received  in  bills  of  the  new  emission  for 
three  months  wages,  as  appears  by  a  certificate  from  the 
Treasurer's  office,  June  26,  1782,  signed  by  the  late 
Treasurer,  agreeable  to  a  resolve  of  the  General  Court  for 
the  said  purpose.  October  15,  1783. 
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Chapter  44. 

ChaV     44  RESOLVE    on    the    petition    of    JOSHUA    PLUMER,    ADMINIS- 
-^  *  TRATOR  ON  THE  ESTATE  OF  HIS  FATHER,  SAMUEL  PLUMER, 

ESQ;  LATE    OF    GLOUCESTER,    IN    THE    COUNTY    OF    ESSEX, 
DECEASED. 

On  tlte  petition  o/"  Joshua  Plumer,  administrator  on  the 
estate  of  his  father ,  Samuel  Plumer,  Esq;  ^a/e  o/"  Glouces- 
ter, in  the  county  of  Essex,  deceased,  setting  forth,  that 
his  said  father  received  of  Thomas  Harris,  of  the  said 
town,  a  deed  of  eleven  acres  and  one  half  of  land  in  the 
said  toivn  of  Gloucester, /b?-  a  certain  debt;  and  after  the 
decease  of  the  said  Thomas,  promised  Sarah  Harris,  ividoiu 
of  said  Thomas,  that  if  she  woidd  pay  the  money  lohich 
ivas  due  to  him,  he  looidd  give  her  a  deed  of  the  same 
land;  and  that  his  father  did  receive  the  money  of  the 
said  Sarah,  but  did  not  give  her  a  deed,  and  praying  he 
may  have  liberty  to  give  to  the  said  Sarah  Harris,  a  deed 
of  said  land,  agreeable  to  his  father'' s  promise : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be 
granted,  and  that  he  the  said  Joshua  Plumer,  in  his  capac- 
ity as  administrator,  in  consideration  of  the  money 
received  by  his  father,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized 
and  impowered,  to  make  and  execute  to  the  said  Sarah 
Harris,  a  good  and  lawful  deed  of  the  e^even  acres  and 
half  of  land  set  forth  in  his  petition,  in  order  that  she  the 
said  Sarah  may  henceforth  enjoy  the  said  premises  as 
fully,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  if  the  deed  given  by 
the  said  Thomas  Harris  had  not  been  given. 

October  13,  1783. 


Chapter  45. 

Chan    45  resolve   on  the   petition  of  the  committees  of  the 

^  *  TOWNS    OF    WESTBOROUGH  AND    XORTHBOROUGII,   IMPOW^- 

ERING  A  COMMITTEE  TO  MAKE  SALE  OF  CERTAIN  LANDS. 

On  the  petition  of  the  committees  of  the  towns  q/"  West- 
borough  and  North  borough,  and  the  ininisler  of  North- 
borough,  j)  ray  m^/ /'or  liberty  to  sell  certain  lands  granted 
by  the  proprietors  of  Marlborough,  on  the  thirteenth  day 
of  March,  A.  D.  1709-10,  for  the  benefit  of  the  ministry 
in  the  westerly  end  of  the  said  Marlborough,  called  Chauncy 
Village,  which  village  noio  constitutes  the  aforesaid  towns 
of  Westborough  and  Northborough  : 
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Jiesoh'ed,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  J<niies  Ifaicfs,  Esq;  of  ]Vesf/j()roi(;//t,  and  Mr. 
iS'ef//  Iii<(\ ']un.  o1  .XortlthoroiKiJi.  be,  and  they  hereby  are 
api)()iiitod  a  committee  to  make  sale  of  the  aforesaid  lands 
by  public  auction,  they  giving  reasonable  notice  of  the 
time  and  place  of  sale,  by  posting  the  same  in  the  towns 
of  .^f"rUjtn-(>i(i/h,  }Ve!<lh(tr()i((iJi  and  XoiiZ/Ijoroin/h ;  and  to 
make  and  execute  a  good  and  lawful  deed  or  deeds  to  the 
purchaser  or  ])urchasers.  And  the  said  committees  are 
hereby  directed  to  deliver  the  money  arising  by  the  sale 
of  the  said  lands,  in  equal  shares,  to  the  selectmen  of  the 
towns  of  WpkIIxvoikjJi  and  J^^oii/ibo)-oit(/h. 

And  l)e  it  further  Hesolved,  That  the  selectmen  of  the 
towns  of  ]Vefithorou<iJi  and  JTorf/iborour/h  respectively,  for 
the  time  being,  and  their  successors  in  the  said  office  as 
selectmen,  forever,  be  a  committee  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  their  share  of  the  above  said  money,  l)elonging 
to  each  town  :  and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  put  the 
same  on  interest,  with  good  security,  and  to  appropriate 
the  income  arising  therefrom  annually,  for  the  support  of 
the  ministry  in  their  towns  respectively.  The  said  select- 
men to  render  an  account  of  their  proceedings  relative  to 
the  premises,  to  their  respective  towns,  at  their  JIarch 
meetings,  annually.  '      October  15,  1783. 


Chapter   46. 

RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  TO  COMMENCE 
A  PROCESS  AGAINST  CAPT  BEXJAMIX  GOULD,  OF  LAXCAS- 
TER,  FOR  TtlE  RECOVERY  OF  A  SUM  OF  MONEY  DUE  TO 
THIS  COMMONWEALTH. 

W/tereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  by  the  report  of  a 
committee  of  both  Houses,  appointed  to  adjust  and  settle 
accounts  between  Capt.  Benjamin  Gould,  of  Lancaster, 
and  the  men  under  his  command,  that  there  is  a  balance 
due  to  this  CommonicealtJi,  from  the  said  Capt.  Gould, 
o/'four  hundred  eighty-one  pounds  four  shillings  and  one 
penny  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Attorney  General  be,  and  he  hereby 
is  directed  and  required,  to  commence  a  process  against 
the  said  Capt.  Benjamin  Gould,  of  Lancaster,  in  the 
county  of  Worcester,  for  the  recovery  of  the  aforesaid  sum 
of  four  hundred  eif/hty-one  pounds  four  shillinc/s  and  one 
penny,  and  to  persue  the  said  prosecution  to  final  judg- 
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ment  and  execution,  provided  the  aforesaid  Capt.  Gould 
does  not  pay  the  said  sum  into  the  public  treasury,  on  or 
before  the  tirst  day  of  Novemhex  next. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  be,  and 
he  hereby  is  directed,  to  furnish  the  Attorney  General 
with  attested  copies  of  this  resolution,  and  all  such  papers 
in  his  office  as  may  be  necessary  to  afford  evidence  in  the 
course  of  the  said  process.  October  11,  1783. 


Chap 


.  47 


Chapter  47. 


RESOLVE  GRANTING  FOUR  HUNDRED  EIGHTT-ONE  POUNDS 
FOUR  SHILLINGS  AND  ONE  PENNY,  TO  A  NUMBER  OF  MEN 
BORNE  ON  THE  ROLL  OF  CAPT.  BENJAMIN  GOULD,  FOR 
THREE  MONTHS  SERVICE  IN  1780. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  the  sum  oi  four  hundred 
eighty-one  pounds  four  shillings  and  one  penny,  to  the 
men,  in  proportion  to  the  sum  set  against  their  respective 
names,  contained  in  the  schedule  hereunto  annexed  ;  which 
sum  appears  to  be  due  for  their  service  for  the  terra  of 
three  months,  in  the  Continental  army,  in  the  year  1780, 
under  the  command  of  Capt.  Benjamin  Gould,  which 
shall  be  in  full  for  the  said  service. 

The  following  is  the  schedule  referred  to  in  the  above 
Resolve. 

Nathaniel  Stoiy,  twelve  jwimds  nine  sMllinqs  and  three  pence. 

Nathaniel  Treatlwell,  nine  ^jounds  twelve  shillings  and  three  lience. 

Isaac  Howard,  nine  po7inds  twelve  shillings  and  three  pence. 

Aninii  Burnam,  nine  pounds  twelve  shillings  and  three  pence. 

William  Dodge,  Jiinc  pjounds  nine  shillings  and  two  pence. 

Elijah  Cummings,  eight  ptounds  seventeen  shillings  and  eleven  pence, 

Stephen  Cree,  eight  potinds  seventeen  shillings  and  eleven  pence. 

William  Baker,  eight potmds  seventeen  shillings  and  eleven  pence. 

Abel  Boi-dman,  eight  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  eleven  pence. 

Jonathan  Bm'nam,  eight  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  eleven  pjence. 

John  Burnam,  eight  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  eleven  pence. 

David  Burnam,  eight  pounds  seventeeii  shillings  and  eleven  j^ence. 

William  Dodge,  eight  ptounds  seventeen  shillings  and  eleveii  peiice. 

John  Phipps,  eight  pounds  seveyiteen  shillings  and  eleven  pence. 

Isaac  Gidderge,  eight  pou7ids  seventeen  shillings  and  eleven  pence. 

Aaron  Goodhue,  eight  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  eleven  pence. 

William  Holms,  eight  potmds  seventeen  shillings  and  eleven  jience. 

Thomas  Jones,  five  ])oti)ids  seveiiteen  shillings  and  eleven  j^^nce 

Nathaniel  Kimball,  eight  p)ounds  seventeen  shillings  and  eleven 
pence. 

Jonathan  Kimball,  eight  pounds  seventeen  shillijigs  and  eleven 
pence. 

Isaac  Lummus,  eight  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  eleven  2ience. 
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Joseph  Lord,  ciftlit  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  eleven  pence. 

Aaron  Lord,  eight  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  eleven  j)ence. 

Moses  Lord,  eight  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  eleven  2)ence. 

Francis  Merriiield,  eight  pou7ids  seventeen  shillings  and  eleven 
pence. 

Joseph  Pindor,  eight  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  eleven  pence. 

William  Potter,  eight  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  eleven  pence, 

Phineas  Kicliardson,  eight  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  eleven 
pence 

Ephraim  Smith,  eight  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  eleven  pence. 

James  Smitli,  eight  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  eleven  j)e?tce. 

John  Smith,  eight  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  elcve?i  j>C7ice. 

Philemon  Smith,  eight  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  elcvc7i  jience. 

Prince  Story,  eight  pounds  'seventeen  shillings  and  eleven  jience. 

Robert  Stocker,  eight  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  eleven  jience. 

Jabez  Woodbury,  eight  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  eleven 
pence 

William  Whipple,  eight  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  eleven 
pence. 

Jacob  Woodbury,  ei_9/ji  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  eleven  jicnce, 

William  Farley,  eight  pounds  seventceji  shillings  and  eleven  X)ence, 

John  Cogswell,  eight  pou?ids  seventeen  shillings  and  eleven p&nce. 

Nathaniel  Farley,  eight  x>ounds  seventeen  shillings  and  eleven  j^ence, 

Peter  Knowlton,  eight  pou)ids  seventeen  shillings  and  eleven  pe?ice. 

John  Crocker,  eight  p)ounds  seventeen  shillings  and  eleven  pence. 

Daniel  Day,  eight  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  eleven  i)enee. 

Peter  Low,  eight  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  eleve7i  pence. 

Joshixa  Orne,  eight  pounds  fifteen  shillings  and  two  p)("nce. 

Bernard  Poland,  eight  pounds  fifteen  shillings  and  two  licnce. 

Stephen  Brown,  eight  pounds  fifteen  shillings  and  two  ptence. 

Joseph  Lefavor,  seven  pounds  nineteen  shillings  and  eleven  j^cnce. 

Isaac  Patch,  eight  pounds  sevejiteen  shillings  and  eleven  ptejice 

Isaac  Adams,  eight  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  eleven  peiice. 

John  McNeil,  eight  j^ounds  seventeen  shillings  and  eleven  pe7ice. 

Nathaniel  Heard,  eight  pounds  sevcjiteen  shillings  and  eleveti  pence. 

Benjamin  Edwards,  eight  pounds  fiftec7i  shillings  aticl  two  p)ence. 

Asa  Farland,  eight  poiinds  seventeen  shillings  and  eleven  peiiee. 

Total.  Four  hundred  eighty-one  i^ounds  four  shillings  and  one 
penny.  October  15.,  1783. 


Chapter  48. 

RESOLVE  REQUIRING  THE  HON.  SAMUEL  DEXTER,  ESQ;  DOCTOR  njjnj)     AA 
WILLIAM    GOBDOX,    AND    OTHERS,   POSSESSED    OF   CERTAIN  -^* 

LETTERS    OF    THE     LATE    THOMAS    HUTCHIXSON,    ESQ;    TO 
RETURN  THE  SAME  INTO  THE  SECRETARY'S  OFFICE. 

Whereas  in  the  year  1775,  certain  letter  swere  found  in 
the  .Mansion  House  of  Thomas  Hutchinson,  Esq;  late 
Governor  of  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  writ- 
ten by  the  said  Hutchinson  to  2)ersons  of  'public  character, 
and  others,  in  England  and  elsewhere;  which  letters  tend 
to  the  discovery  of  the  plans  which  had  been  secretly  laid 
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for  the  destruction  of  the  rir/hts,  liberties  and  privileges, 
of  the  then  British  colonies:  And  whereas  the  said  letters 
ivere  committed  to  the  care  of  the  Hon.  Samuel  Dexter, 
Esq;  with  permission  to  the  Reverend  Doctor  William 
Gordon  to  take  and  select  such  of  them  as  he  shall  judge 
proper  for  imtJiediate  publication  : 

And  ivhereas  it  is  highly  expedient  that  papers,  so 
adapted  as  the  said  letters  appear  to  be,  to  mark  the  leading 
princijjles  and  characters  in  the  late  happy  American  Revo- 
lution, should  be  safely  kept  among  the  archives  of  this 
Commonwealth,  that  so  the  historian  and  others  may  avail 
themselves  thereof,  under  the  direction  of  the  General  Court : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Samuel  Dexter,  Esq  ;  Doctor 
William  Gordon,  and  all  others  who  are  possessed  of  any 
of  the  said  letters  of  the  said  TJiomas  Hutchinson,  Esq  ; 
be,  and  they  hereliy  are  required,  to  return  the  same  into 
the  Secretary's  office  without  delay. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  serve  the  said  Samuel 
Dexter,  Esq  ;  and  Doctor  William  Gordon,  with  an  attested 
copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution,  and  also  publish  the  same 
in  one  of  the  Boston,  the  Salem,  Worcester  and  Springfield 
newspapers.  October  15,  1783. 


Chap. 


Chapter  49. 

^Q  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  EZRA  HOIT,  HEAD  OF  A  CLASS 
IN  THE  TOWN  OF  LAXESBOROUGH,  DIRECTING  THE  TREAS- 
URER TO  CREDIT  SAID  HOIT  WITH  THE  SUM  OF  FIFTY- 
FIVE  POUNDS. 

On  the  petition  of  Ezra  Hoit,  head  of  a  class  in  the  toicn 
q/Lanesborough,  setting  forth,  that  he  procured  a  good 
able  bodied  man,  to  the  acceptance  of  the  Muster  Master 
residing  at  Springfield,  to  serve  in  the   Continental  Army 

for  the  term  of  three  years,  in  consequence  of  the  resolve  of 
the  General  Court  of  the  seventeenth  q/"  March,  17S2, pray- 
ing that  the  fine  set  upon  said  class  maybe  remitted  : 

And  ivhereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  that  the  said  Hoit, 
head  of  the  aforesaid  class,  did  procure  a  good  able  bodied 
effective  man,  previous  to  a  resolve  of  the  General  Court 

passed  March  the  eleventh,  1783,  directing  the  towns  in  this 
Commonwealth,  that  have  made  no  return  of  men  raised 
agreeable  to  a  resolve  of  December  the  second,  1780,  and 
March  the  seveiith,  1782;  and  the  said  mem  is  now  in 
actual  service : 


1783.  —  September  Session.  765 

liesolved,  That  the  })raycr  of  the  })etition  be  so  far 
frninted,  as  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be 
and  he  is  hereby  directed,  to  credit  the  said  Iloit  the  sum 
of  ////>/ -Jive  pou7i(Ls,  any  law  or  resolve  to  the  contrary 
notwitiistanding.  October  16,  1783. 


Cliapter  50. 

RESOLVE   DIRECTING  THE   TREASURER    TO    CHARGE     WILLIAM  Qlin'n     50 
TYyG,  LATE   SHERIFF   FOR  THE   COUNTY    OF    CUMBERLAXD,  -^  ' 

WITH  CERTAIN  RECEIPTS,  AND  TO  RECEIVE  TWO  PIECES 
OF  PLATE  BELONGING  TO  SAID  TTXG'S  ESTATE,  AND  REPEAL- 
ING A    RESOLVE  OF   FEBRUARY  17th   LAST. 

W/iereas  if  ap2^ears,  by  the  late  Treasurer  Gardner's 
books,  that  upon  his  issuing  executions  against  the  follow- 
ing constables,  they  respectively  ptroduced  receipts  from 
William  Tyng,  late  sheriff  for  (lie  county  of  Cumberland, 
for  the  same  sums ;  and  it  does  not  appear  that  the  said 
Tyng  ever  accounted  icitli  the  late  Treasurer  Gray  for  the 
same,  viz. 

£.  s.  d. 

Qilmac  UslajM  jFaZ??io?///i,  collector  of  taxes  1769,  91  11  10^ 

Jolpi  Slarbird,         ditto,  1771,  55     0  0 

Jeremiah  Jordan,    Cape  Elizabeth,  1769,        105  11  10 

James  Leach,  ditto,  1770,  43  17  6 

William  McClallen,Gorham,  _^  1769,  39  15  6 

£.  335  16  8| 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Com- 
monwealth charge  the  aforesaid  William  Tyng  with  the 
aforesaid  recei{)ts,  amounting  to  tJiree  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  j^ounds  sixteen  shillings  and  eight  pence  hcdf  jyenny, 
and  give  the  aforesaid  constables  credit  for  the  sums  they 
have  respectively  paid. 

7?eAYj^i'e'^Z,  That  a  resolution  of  the  General  Court,  which 
passed  the  17th  of  February  last,  impowering  Samuel 
Cobb  to  receive  from  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth 
a  silver  tankard  and  a  large  silver  cup,  belonging  to  the 
estate  of  William  Tyng,  an  absentee,  and  impowering  the 
said  Cobh  to  make  sale  of  part  of  the  said  Tyncfs  real 
estate,  be,  and  hereby  is  repealed. 

Resolved,  That  Doctor  Josei)h  Gardner,  administrator 
on  the  estate  of  the  late  Treasurer  Gardner,  be,  and  here- 
by is  directed,  to  deliver  unto  the  Treasurer  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, a  silver  tandard  and  a  large  silver  cup,  which 
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belonged  to  William  Tyng,  an  absentee,  or  the  amount 
thereof  in  money,  at  the  rate  oi  seven  shillings  per  ounce, 
taking  duplicate  receipts  therefor,  and  lodging  one  receipt 
in  the  Secretary's  office. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  credit  the  aforesaid  Wil- 
liam Tyng  with  the  money  he  shall  receive  for  the  afore- 
said tankar.d  and  cup.  October  16,  1783. 

Chapter  51. 

Chart    '^l  i^ESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  oliver  wood,  of  xorridge- 

KjaU^J'    0\.  ^VALK  PLANTATION,  IN  THE    COUNTY   OF   LINCOLN,  DIRECT- 

ING JOSHUA  CHAMBERLAIN  TO  BE  NOTIFIED  TO  APPEAR  TO 
SHEW  CAUSE,  &c.  AND  STAYING  EXECUTION  IN  THE  MEAN 
TIME. 

On  the  petition  q/"  Oliver  Wood,  of  Norridgewalk^j?an- 
tation,  in  the  county  of  \umco\n,  Esq; 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioner  be,  and  hereby  is  directed, 
to  notify  Joshua  Chamiberlain,  of  a  place  called  Seven  Mile 
Broolx,  in  the  county  aforesaid  (being  the  adverse  party) 
to  appear  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  next  session  of 
the  General  Court,  and  shew  cause,  if  any  he  has,  why  the 
prayer  in  the  said  petition  should  not  be  granted,  by  leav- 
ing an  attested  copy  of  the  said  petition,  and  this  order 
thereon,  at  the  usual  place  of  abode  of  the  adverse  party, 
thirty  days  before  the  said  second  Wednesday. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  all  executions  of,  and 
proceedings  upon  or  in  consequence  of  the  judgment  men- 
tioned in  the  said  petition,  be  suspended  and  stayed  in 
the  mean  time,  and  that  all  persons  who  maybe  concerned 
therein,  govern  themselves  accordingly. 

October  17,1783. 


Chap.  52 


Chapter  53. 

A  GRANT  OF    THREE   POUNDS  EIGHTEEN  SHILLINGS  AND  SIX 
PENCE,  TO   SAMUEL   HINCKLEY. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  three  pounds  eighteen  shil- 
lings and  sixpence,  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  public 
treasury,  to  /Samuel  Hincldey,  in  full  for  his  service  in 
conveying  letters  from  the  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Hamp- 
shire, and  others,  to  the  General  Court,  at  the  time  of  the 
insurrection  in  the  same  county,  in  June  last. 

October  17,  1783. 
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Chapter  53. 

RESOLVE  GRANTING    FOUR    POUXDS    TO    THE   SELECTMEN    OF  QJmj)     53 
THE  TOWN  OF  GRAFTON,  FOR  THE  USE  OF  GEORGE  GEYEB,  ^' 

A   PENSIONER. 

On  the  petition  of  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Grafton, 
in  behaJf  of  Geovge  Geyer,  ivho  2cas  maimed  in  the  public 
service  in  the  ai-mi/,  in  the  last  French  war: 

Besolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury 
of  this  Commonwealth,  the  sum  of  four  pounds,  into  the 
hands  of  the  said  selectmen,  for  the  use  of  the  said  George 
Geyer,  in  full  for  the  said  Geyer  s  pension  from  June  1781, 
at  which  time  his  last  grant  determined,  unto  June  1783. 

October  17,  1783. 


Clmpter  54. 

RESOLVE   ON  THE   PETITION   OF    ISAAC   ADAMS,   AND    OTHERS,  Q/idj)^    54 
IN    BEHALF  OF  THE   TOWN  OF   BOXFORD,  ABATING  A    FINE  ■^' 

FOR    NOT    SENDING  A  MEMBER   IN   THE   YEAR   1782. 

On  the  petition  of  Isaac  Adams,  Jonathan  Foster  and 
Nathan  Wood,  in  behalf  of  the  toivn  of  Boxford,  setting 
forth,  that  the  said  town  was  fned  in  the  last  State  tax  act, 
fifty-eight  pounds  six  shillings  and  six  pence, /or  not  send- 
ing a  member  in  the  year  1782,  to  7'epresent  them  in  the 
Genercd  Court,  pi-ay  ing  that  the  above  said  fine  be  remitted  : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  town  of  Boxford  be  abated 
in  the  tax  aforesaid,  the  sum  of  twenty-eight  pounds  six 
shillings  and  six  pence,  part  of  the  said  fine,  for  reasons 
set  forth  in  the  petition  ;  and  that  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Commonwealth  is  hereby  directed  to  govern  himself 
accordingly.  October  17,  1783. 


Cliapter  55. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JAMES   SPROUT,   AND   OTHERS,  Qhajy     ^^ 
HEADS   OF    CERTAIN   CLASSES    IN    THE    TOWN    OF    MIDDLE-  ■^* 

BOROUGH,   DIRECTING  THE   TREASURER    TO    RECEIVE    THE 
MUSTER  MASTER'S  RECEIPTS  IN  DISCHARGE  OF  SAID  CLASSES. 

On  the  petition  of  James  Sprout,  Jacob  Thomas  a?id 
Peter  Vaughan,  heads  of  classes  number  two,  four  and 
eleven,  in  the  toj'-n  of  Middleborough,  setting  forth,  that 
they  Jiave procured  their  men  respectively,  agreeable  to  the 
resolve  of  the  General  Court,  passed  in  March  1782,  but 
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the  Muster  Master  having  neglected  to  maJt'e  return  into  the 
Secretarifs  office  of  the  said  men,  the  above  said  classes  are 
liable  to  have  executions  issued  against  them ;  jjrayiiig  that 
the  Treasurer  may  be  directed  to  receive  the  Muster  Master's 
receipts  in  discharge  of  the  above  said  classes,  the  time  lim- 
ited for  receiving  them  being  expired  noticithstanding : 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  hereby  is  directed,  to  receive  the  said  Muster  ]\Ias- 
ter's  receipts,  in  full  discharge  of  the  above  said  classes, 
any  law  or  resolve  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,  pro- 
vided that  the  said  receipts  be  offered  to  the  Treasurer  on 
or  before  the  first  day  of  November  next. 

October  17,  1783. 

Chapter  56. 

ChaV'    5Q  RESOLVE    ON    THE    REPRESENTATION    OF     JOSEPH     BUFF  AM, 
^  DIRECTING  THE  JUSTICES  OF  THE  SUPREME  JUDICIAL  COURT, 

NOW   SETTING   AT    WORCESTER,   TO    TAKE    COGNIZANCE    OF 
THE   APPEAL  MENTIONED. 

WJiereas  it  appeal's  to  this  Court,  that  Joseph  Butlara, 
at  the  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas  holden  at  Worcester, 
u'ithin  and  for  the  county  o/"  Worcester,  on  the  second  Tues- 
day q/"  June,  A.  D.  1774,  recovered  judgment  against  John 
Campbell,  of  Oxford,  in  the  said  county,  blacksmith,  for 
the  sum  q/" twenty-one  pounds  and  four  shillings,  damages 
and  costs  taxed  at  one  pound  nineteen  shillings  and  eight 
pence  ;  that  the  said  John  Campbell  appealed  from  the  said 
judgment  to  the  next  Suj^erior  Court  of  Judicature,  tvhich 
was  to  have  been  holden  at  Worcester  ivitJiiu  and  for  the 
county  q/"  Worcester,  in  September  1774,  which  Court,  by 
reason  of  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  times,  was  not 
held: 

And  ivhereas  the  said  Joseph  Buffam  has  represented  to 
this  Court,  that  by  reason  of  his  absence  from  this  Com- 
monwealth, heivas  unacquainted  with  the  laivs  of  the  Gen- 
eral Court  which  have  since  intitled  him  to  a  remedy,  and 
has  prayed  this  Court  for  relief  : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  be,  and  they  hereby  are  fully  authorized, 
at  their  present  session  within  and  for  the  said  county  of 
Worcester,  to  take  cognizance  of  the  aforesaid  appeal,  and 
that  the  same  proceeding  may  be  had  thereon,  in  as  full 
and  ample  a  manner  as  if  the  same  had  been  prosecuted 
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within  the  time  limited  by  the  laws  or  resolves  of  the  Gen- 
eral Court,  providing  remedy  in  similar  cases,  the  time 
therein  sj^ccitied  being  elapsed  notwithstanding,  any  for- 
mer law  or  resolve  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

October  17,  1783. 


Chapter  57. 

RESOLVE   ON  THE   PETITION   OF   MARTHA  SYMMES,  GRANTING  QJiaj)     57 
THIRTY-FIVE    POUSDS    FIVE    SHILLIXGS    AND    SIX    PENCE  ^  ' 

OXE  FARTHIXG,  BEING  THE  AMOUNT  OF  COMPOUND  INTER- 
EST DUE  ON  A  CERTAIN  SUM,  OUT  OF  THE  PROCEEDS  OF 
JOHN  MURRAY,   ESQ'S.   ESTATE. 

Oil  i/ie  jjetition  of  Martha  Symmes,  praying  that  shemay 
he  refunded  the  .s?/?>i  o/"  thirty-live  pounds  five  shillings  and 
si.\  pence  one  farthing,  silver  money,  which  sum  it  ajypears 
she  did  pay  to  the  committee  for  the  sale  of  absentees  estates 
in  the  county  of  Worcester,  by  reason  of  their  exacting  com- 
pound interest  in  discharge  of  a  mortgage  deed  and  bond  of 
a  certain  tract  of  land,  icith  the  buildings  thereon,  which 
was  given  to  John  ]\Iurray,  Esq;  an  absentee: 

Resblved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  there  l)e  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of 
this  Commonwealth,  to  the  said  Jlartha  Sy^nmes,  the  sum 
of  thirty-five  pounds  five  shillings  and  sixpence  one  far- 
thing, in  full  of  the  amount  of  the  compound  interest  of  two 
hundred  and  ninety  pounds  two  shillings  and  one  penny, 
for  the  term  of  eight  years  and  one  month,  out  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  estate  of  John  Murray,  Esquire. 

October  18,  1783. 


Chapter   58. 

A  GRANT  OF  ONE  HUNDRED  AND  TWENTY  POUNDS  TO  GEORGE  Cjhnj)     58 
PARTRIDGE,  ESQ  ;  TO  ENABLE  HIM  TO  PROCEED  TO  CONGRESS.  ^  * 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  Honorable  George 
Partridge,  Esq  ;  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds,  lawful 
money,  to  enable  him  to  proceed  to  Congress,  and  that  he 
be  accountable  for  the  same.  October  18,  1783. 
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Chapter  59. 

Char)    59  resolve  directing  the  treasurer  to  credit  the  town 

*  *  OF    GLOUCESTER  A   CERTAIN   SUM,   AND    IMPOWERING    THE 

ASSESSORS  IN  THIS   CASE. 

Whereas  a  resolve  of  the  two  Houses  passed  this  day,  abat- 
ing the  town  of  Gloucester  the  sutn  of  two  hundred  and 
twenty-five  pounds  three  shillings  and  one  penny,  out  of 
the  last  tax  act: 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Com- 
monwealth be,  and  he  hereby  is  directed,  to  credit  the 
town  of  Gloucester  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  tvjentyfive 
pounds  three  shillings  and  one  penny ,  on  the  last  tax  act, 
and  that  the  assessors  of  the  said  town  of  Gloucester  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  impowered,  to  assess  the  inhabitants 
of  the  said  town  the  aforesaid  sum  of  two  hundred  and 
twenty-five  pounds  three  shillings  and  one  penny  short  of 
the  sura  required  of  the  said  town  in  the  tax  aforesaid, 
which  assessment  shall  be  valid,  any  law  or  resolve  not- 
withstanding. October  18,  1783. 


Chapter  60. 

Char)    60  resolve  on  the  petition  of  seth  freemax  and  others, 
•^  '  in  behalf  of  the  town  of  sandwich,  abating  a  fine 

in  the  last  tax  act. 

On  the  petition  of  Seth  Freeman,  John  Smith  and 
Sylvanus  Nye,  in  behalf  of  the  town  of  Sandwich,  setting 
forth,  that  the  said  town  was  fined  in  the  last  State  tax  act, 
forty  pounds  ten  shillings,  for  not  sending  a  member  the 
last  year  to  represent  them  in  the  Gewral  Court,  praying 
that  the  above  said  fine  may  be  remitted: 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  town  of  Sandwich  be 
abated  in  the  tax  aforesaid,  the  sum  oi  forty  pounds  ten 
shillings,  in  full  for  the,  said  tine,  for  reasons  set  forth  in 
the  petition  ;  and  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  is 
hereby  directed  to  govern  himself  accordingly. 

October  18,  1783. 
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Chapter  61. 


S,  IN  BEHALF    (Jhap.   61 
I  OF  SIXTEEN  ■'■ 


RESOLVE  ON  THE   PETITION   OF  ABRAHAM  IIOBB 
OF  THE  TOWN  OF  TOPSFIELD,  ABATING  A  FINE 
POi'XDS,  SET  ON  SAID  TO^YN   FOR  NOT   SENDING   A   REPRE- 
SENTATIVE. 

0)1  (Jip petition  o/ Abraham  Hobbs,  in  behalf  of  the  town 
of  Topi>^e\d,  pray inr/  f 01'  the  abatement  of  a  fne  set  on  the 
said  town  for  not  sending  a  Representative  the  last  year, 
for  reasons  set  forth  in  their  petition  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  there  be  aUowed  and  paid  out  of  the  public 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  the  sum  of  sixteen  jmnnds, 
to  the  said  town  of  Top)sfield.  October  18,  1783. 


Chapter  63. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  MELZER  SAMPSON,  DIRECTING  nj^nrtj     gO 
THE    COMMITTEE    TO    SETTLE    ACCOUNTS   FOR  THE   LOSS   OF  "' 

VESSELS,  &c.    ON    THE   PENOBSCOT   EXPEDITION,    TO    MAKE 
UP  THE  NUMBER  OF  DAYS   MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  o/"Melzer  Sampson  : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  settle  the 
accounts  for  loss  of  vessels,  &c.  on  the  Penobscot  expedi- 
tion, 1)0,  and  they  are  hereby  directed,  to  make  up  the 
fourteen  days  and  disbursements  of  3Ieher  Samjjson,  as 
it  appears  that  said  Jlelier  was  in  the  service  of  this  Com- 
monwealth fourteen  days  after  the  destruction  of  the  fleet 
at  Penobscot,  and  that  the  disbursements  were  in  conse- 
quence of  orders  received  from  Brigadier-General  Wads- 
worth  .  October  18,1 783. 


Chapter  63. 

RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  CREDIT  THE  TOWN 
OF  NORTH  YARMOUTH,  IN  THE  LAST  STATE  TAX,  WITH 
TIVENTT-ONE  POUNDS  THREE  SHILLINGS,  BEING  A  FINE 
LAID  ON  SAID  TOWN  FOR  NOT  SENDING  A  REPRESENTATIVE. 

On  the  petition  q/' Edward  Russell,  in  behalf  of  the  town 
o/"  North  Yarmouth,  praying  for  the  remission  of  a  fine  of 
twenty-one  pounds  three  shillings,  set  upon  the  said  toicn 
for  not  sending  a  Representative  to  the  General  Court  in  the 
year  1781  :  And  ichereas  it  appears  that  tJie  facts  set  forth 
in  the  petition  are  true: 


Chap.  63 
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Resolved,  That,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  said  petition, 
the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed,  to  credit  the 
town  of  JSForth  Yarmouth,  in  the  last  State  tax,  the  sum 
of  twenty-one  pounds  three  sltillings,  being  the  fine  set  on 
the  said  town  for  not  sending  a  Representative  to  the  Gen- 
eral Court  in  the  year  1781.  October  18,  1783. 

Chapter  64. 

Chan.  64  resolve  on  the  representation  of  john  deuing  and 

■'■  '  others,  a  committee  for  settling  with  the  committee 

ON  absentees  estates,  discharging  them  of  a  certain 

SUM  OF  money. 

On  the  representation  o/"  John  Deming,  Thomas  Walley, 
and  Peter  Boyer,  a  committee  for  settling  with  the  com- 
mittees on  absentees  estates  in  the  several  counties  in  this 
Commonu'ealth,  setting  forth,  that  tliey  have  received  of  the 
Committees  of  the  Counties  of  Middlesex,  Essex,  Bristol, 
Worcester  and  York,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  and  eighty- 
four  pounds  sixteen  shillings  and  ten  pence,  and  paid  the 
same  to  Thomas  Ivers,  Esq:  Treasw'er  of  this  Common- 
tvealth,  and  praying  that  they  maybe  discharged  the  above 
said  sums: 

liesolved,  That  John  Deming,  Thomas  Walley  and  Peter 
Boyer,  be,  and  are  hereby  discharged  the  sum  oifive  hun- 
dred and  eighty  four  pounds  sixteen  shillings  and  tenpencey 
they  having  produced  sufficient  vouchers  that  they  have 
paid  the  said  sum  into  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of  this 
Commonwealth.  October  18,  1783. 

Chapter  64a. 

Ch     64  a  resolve  on  the  petition  of  job  smith,  in  behalf  of  yoAH 

DEAN,   chairman   OF  THE   FIFTH    CLASS   IN    THE   TOWN   OF 
TAUNTON. 

On  the  petition  of  Job  Smith,  in  behalf  of  Noah  Dean, 
chairman  of  the  fifth  class  in  the  town  of  Taunton,  setting 
forth,  that  the  said  class  did  procure  their  man  agreeable 
to  the  resolve  of  the  General  Court  passed  in  March  1782, 
but  the  Muster  Master  having  neglected  to  make  return  into 
the  Secretary's  office  of  said  man,  the  above  said  class  is 
liable  to  have  execution  issued  against  them,  praying  that 
the  Treasurer  may  be  directed  to  receive  the  Muster  Master's 
receipts  in  discharge  of  the  above  said  class,  the  time  Urn- 
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ited  for  receiving  the  said  receipts  being  expired  notivith- 
standing  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  hereby  is  directed,  to  receive  the  said  Muster  Mas- 
ter's receipt  in  full  discharge  of  the  above  said  class,  any 
law  or  resolve  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,  provided 
that  the  said  receipt  be  offered  to  the  Treasurer  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  November.  October  IS,  1783. 


Chapter  Q5. 

RESOLVE   DIRECTING   THE    SECRETARY  TO   DELIVER  ANDREW  Q^iqjy)     ^^ 
AND   liEBECCA    GARDNER    A    NOTE    OF    HAND    AND    OTHER  ^  * 

PAPERS. 

On  the  memorial  and  petition  of  Andrew  and  Rebecca 
Gardner  : 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  hereby  is  directed,  to  deliver  to  the  said  Andi^ew 
Gardner,  a  note  of  hand,  bond  and  mortgage  deed,  which 
accompanied  a  petition  presented  to  this  Court  in  Janu- 
ary last,  and  are  now  lodged  in  his  office ;  the  said  note, 
bond  and  mortgage  deed,  being  necessary  to  the  settle- 
ment of  an  estate  in  which  Rebecca  the  wife  of  the  said 
Aiidreiv,  is  interested  as  executrix.         October  18,  1783. 


Chapter  66. 

A  GRANT  OF  FOUR  HUNDRED  AND  FIFTY  POUNDS  TO  RICHARD 
DEVENS,  BSQ;  COMMISSARY-GEXERAL,  FOR  THE  COMPLEAT- 
ING  OF  THE  LIGHT-HOUSE  AND  WHARF  AT  THE  ENTRANCE 
OF  BOSTON  HARBOUR. 

Resolved,  That  there  ])e  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  unto  Richard  Devens, 
Esq  ;  (for  the  purpose  of  so  far  compleating  the  repairs  of 
the  light  house  and  wharf  at  the  entrance  of  Boston  har- 
bour, as  to  have  a  light  as  soon  as  possible,  and  to  put  the 
work  already  done  in  a  state  of  security  from  the  storms 
of  the  approaching  winter)  the  sum  oi  four  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds,  out  of  any  money  which  the  Treasurer  may 
have  in  his  hands,  he  replacing  the  said  sum  out  of  any 
other  money  which  he  may  receive  from  the  taxes  due  to 
this  Commonwealth  ;  the  said  Devens  to  l)e  accountable 
for  the  same.  October  18,  1783. 


Chap.  QQ 
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Chapter  67. 

ChaT).    67  RESOLVE  ON  SEVERAL  PETITIONS  FROM  THE   INHABITANTS  OF 
■^  '  MACniAS  AND    OTHERS,    IN    THE    EASTERN    PART    OF    THIS 

COMMONWEALTH. 

Whereas  several  petitions  from  the  inhabitants  o/^jNlachias 
and  others,  have  been  ^^resented  to  the  General  Court,  being 
in  substance,  as  follows,  viz. 

That  the  Legislature  of  this  Commonwealth  would 
impower  two  or  more  Justices  of  the  Peace,  to  try  causes 
to  the  amount  of  twenty  pounds  and  under,  and  establish 
at  Machias,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  a  Court  of  Probate 
of  Wills,  a  Register  of  Probate,  a  Register  of  Deeds,  a 
Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  a  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas,  with  a  right  of  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court  held  at  Boston;  the  said  officers  to  exercise  their 
respective  offices,  and  the  said  Courts  to  have  jurisdiction 
to  the  eastward  of  Penobscot  River. 

Ordered,  That  the  substance  of  the  said  petition  as 
afore  mentioned,  be  published  in  three  of  the  Boston  news- 
papers, for  three  weeks  successively,  which  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  a  notification  to  the  several  towns  in  the  said 
county  of  Lincoln,  to  shew  cause  (if  any  they  have)  on  the 
second  Wednesday  of  the  first  sessions  of  the  next  General 
Court,  why  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  should  not  be 
granted  :  And  the  Secretary  is  hereby  directed  to  pub- 
lish the  same  accordingly.  October  20,  1783. 


Chap. 


Chapter  68. 

Qg  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  SEVERAL  TOWNS  IN  THE 
COUNTY  OF  DUKES  COUNTY,  POSTPONING  THE  CONSIDERA- 
TION THEREOF  TO  THE  NEXT  SESSION;  SAID  TOWNS  TO  MAKE 
RETURNS  OF  THEIR  LOSSES  BY  THE  BRITISH;  AND  TREAS- 
URER DIRECTED  TO  STAY  HIS  EXECUTIONS. 

On  the  memorial  and  petition  of  the  Bejyj^esentatives  of 
the  several  towns  in  the  county  of  Dukes  County,  on  the 
island  of  Martha's  Vineyard  : 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  said 
memorial  be  postponed  to  the  second  Wednesday  of  the 
next  sitting  of  the  General  Court,  and  that  the  petitioners 
at  that  time,  lay  before  said  Court  a  true  estimate  of  their 
losses,  distinguishing  the  loss  of  ships  of  every  kind  de- 
stroyed in  their  harbours  ;  their  loss  by  stock  in  trade, 
household  furniture,  cattle  of  all  kinds,  damage  done  fences 
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and  crops  ;  and  that  they  furnish  an  account  of  all  monies 
and  merchandize  they  have  received  of  the  British  gov- 
ernment and  others,  in  compensation  of  such  losses, 
toiiethcr  with  the  num])er  of  sheep  and  other  cattle  still 
remaininii-  in  the  several  towns  within  the  said  county,  and 
that  the  Treasurer  be  directed  in  the  mean  time,  to  stay 
his  executions  against  said  towns  for  deficient  taxes. 

October  20,  1783. 

Chapter  09. 

RESOLVE    ON    THE    PETITION    OF    JACOB    WALKER,   DIRECTING  Chart     69 
THE  TREASURER  TO  MAKE  OUT   A   CONSOLIDATED   NOTE   IN  ^  ' 

HIS  FAVOUR,  TO  A  CERTAIN  AMOUNT. 

On  the  petition  of  Jacob  AValker,  setting  forth  that  he 
engaged  in  the  Continental  army  on  the  fourteenth  o/"  Octo- 
ber, 1777,  for  the  term  of  three  years,  and  was  mustered 
by  the  3Iusfer  Master  for  the  county  o/"  Hampshire  ;  but  by 
reason  of  the  Muster  blaster's  not  having  any  bounty  notes 
on  hand,  he  ivas  prevented  from  receiving  his  bounty,  being 
the  sum  of  fifteen  pounds  and  ten  shillings. 

Wliereas  it  aj)pears  to  this  Court,  by  a  certificate  from 
the  Muster  Master  for  the  county  of  Hampshire,  that  the 
aforesaid  Jacob  Walker  has  not  received  his  bounty  of 
fifteen  pounds  ten  shillings,  as  set  forth  in  his  petition : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Com- 
monwealth l)e,  and  he  is  hereby  directed,  to  make  out  a 
consolidated  note  in  favour  of  the  said  Jacob  Walker,  to 
the  amount  of  the  sum  that  he  would  have  been  intitled 
to,  provided  he  had  received  his  bounty  notes  at  the  time 
he  engaged  in  the  Continental  army.      October  20,  1783. 

Chapter  70. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE   PETITION   OF   SAMUEL   TOBEY,  ONE  OF  THE   /^L^„     7f) 
COMMITTEE  FOR  SELLING  ESTATES  OF  ABSENTEES  IN  BRLS-  ^^^P'     *^ 
TOL  COUNTY,    AND   DIRECTING    THE    TREASURER    TO   STAY 
HIS  EXECUTION. 

On  tJie petition  of  Samuel  Tobey,  one  of  the  committee 
for  selling  the  estates  of  absentees  in  the  county  of  Bristol, 
in  behalf  of  the  said  committee: 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court ,  from  the  representation 
of  the  said  Saumel  Tobey,  tliat  the  said  committee  stand 
charged  to  this  Commonwealth,  ivith  the  sum  of  seventeen 
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hundred  and  sixty-seven  pounds  two  shillings  and  four 
pence,  being  the  balance  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
said  estates  in  the  said  county ;  but  that  the  said  committee 
have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  eWeci  the  payment  of  divers 
sums  of  money  of  the  purchasers  of  some  of  the  said  estates^ 
to  the  amount  of  the  said  balance  : 

Therefore  BesoJved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Common- 
wealth be.  and  he  hereby  is  directed,  to  stay  his  execution 
against  the  said  committee  for  the  said  balance  of  seventeen 
hundred  and  sixty-seven  pounds  tico  shiUinps  and  four 
pence:  and  that  the  said  committee  again  make  sale  of  such 
lands  as  remain  unpaid  for  by  former  purchasers,  unless 
prevented  by  their  immediate  payment,  and  to  pay  the  pro- 
ceeds of  such  sales  into  the  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth, 
agreeably  to  the  resolves  of  the  General  Court. 

October  20.  1 7S3. 

Chapter  71. 

Chan.  71  Re^olye  on  the  petitions  of  ttarrex,  medumcook.  XE^r- 

^  '  CASTLE.    VTALDOBOROUGH  AND    BRISTOL,   DIRECTING   THE 

TREASURER  TO  STAY  EXECUTIONS  UNTIL. 

On  the  petitions  of  the  toicns  of  Warren,  Medumcook, 
Newcastle,  Waldoborough  and  Bristol,  prayinq  for  a 
release  of  their  bad:  taxes  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petitions  be  so  far 
granted,  that  executions  be  stayed ;  and  the  Treasurer  of 
this  Commonwealth  is  hereby  directed  to  stay  his  execu- 
tions against  the  said  towns  accordingly,  till  the  lirst  day 
oi  Xovember,  1784.  October  20,  17 S3. 

Chapter  72. 

Chajy     1^  BESOLYE  GRANTING  £7GflrP0r.VDS  TWO  SHILLIXGS  TO  JOXA- 
"'       "  THAX  WARXER  AND  JOHX  ASHLEY,  ESQ'S. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  that  there  is  an  error 
in  the  settlement  of  accounts  of  Jonathan  Warner  and  John 
Ashley  Esq'rs.  a  committee  appointed  by  the  General  Court 
for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  gratuity  granted  to  the  Mas- 
sachusetts line  of  the  Continental  army,  amounting  to  the 
sum  of  eisht  pounds  two  shillings,  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
said  Warner  and  Ashley  : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out 
of  the  public  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  afore- 
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said  Jonathan  Warner  and  John  Ashley,  EsqTs.  the  sum 
oi  eight  pounds  and  tiro  shiViyicfs,  in  full  compensation  for 
the  error  aforesaid.  October  21, 1783. 


Chapter  73. 

RESOLVE     OX     THE     MEMGRL^L    OF    JOyATHAX    WARD.     ESQ:  CkaV,    73 
GRANTING  HIM  TWO  HUXDRED  POCyDS  FOR  SERVICES  PER-  -^ 

FORMED  IN  DETECTING  PERSONS  WHO  UTTERED   COUNTER- 
FEIT MONEY. 

On  the  memorial  of  Jonathan  Ward,  Esq:  setting  forth. 
the  services  performed  and  money  expended  in  consequence 
of  his  appointment  to  detect  persons  icho  made  and  uttered 
counterfeit  money ,  praying  an  alloirance  for  the  same: 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth  to  Jonathan  Ward.  Esq ; 
two  hundred  pounds,  in  full  for  his  faithful  services  as  above 
mentioned,  and  his  expences  therein.      October  21.  1783. 


Chapter  74. 


Chap. 


RESOLVE  ABATING   A  FINE   LAID  ON  THE   TOWN  OF   KAUFAX, 
FOR  THE  DEFICIENCY  OF  TWO  MEN. 

On  the  petition  o/*  Moses  Inglee,  in  behalf  of  the  town  of 
S&WfsiX.  praying  for  abatement  offnes  set  on  the  said  town 
in  the  last  ta:c  act,  for  the  deficiency  of  two  five  months  sol- 
diers, if  apjpearing  to  this  Court  that  the  said  town  did 
raise  all  their  quota  cf  the  said  men: 

Therefore  Resolved.  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out 
of  the  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  town  of 
Halifax,  out  of  the  last  state  tax,  forty-fwo  pounds  nine 
shillings  and  three  pence,  in  full  for  the  abatement  of  said 
fine  and  average  price  allowed  for  raising  the  said  two  men. 

(>:tober  21,  17S3. 


Chapter  75. 

A  GRANT  OF   THIRTEEX  POUXDS   SIX  SBILLIXGF  AXD  EIGHT  (JhaV 
PEXCE  TO  JOSEPH  BARXARD,  FOR  SERVICES  AS  POST  RIDER  -^  * 

FROM  FALMOUTH,   EN  THE  COUNTY  OF    CCilBERLAXD. 

On  the  petition  of  Joseph  Barnard: 
Resolved,   That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  Joseph  Barnard,  the 
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sum  of  thirteen  pounds  six  shillings  and  eight  jjence,  for 
the  reasons  set  forth  in  his  petition,  in  full,  with  what  he 
has  otherways  received,  for  his  service  as  post  rider  unto 
the  5th  oi  April,  1783.  October  21,  1783.. 


Chap.  76 


Chapter  76. 

RESOLVE  INTITLING  JOHN  BARBERICK  TO   ONE-THIRD  PAY  AS 
A   PENSIONER,    UNTIL   P'URTHER   ORDER. 

Upon  the  representation  of  John  Lucas,  Commissary  of 
Pensioners,  in  behalf  of  John  Barberick,  ivho  teas  Corporal 
in  Capt.  Child's  company,  in  Colonel  Greaton's  regiment, 
loho  by  dislocation  of  his  left  shoulder  while  in  the  army, 
is  unable  to  get  a  livelihood,  as  otherwise  he  ivoidd  have 
been : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Barberick  be  intitled  to  one 
third  pay  from  the  time  of  his  discharge  from  the  army 
until  the  further  order  of  this  Court,  or  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States.  October  21,  1783. 


Chapter  77. 

ChaV     77  I^ESOLVE    requesting    THE    GOVERNOR    TO    WRITE     TO    THE 
^'  LEGISLATURE  OF   THE  STATE  OF   XEIV  YORK,   RELATIVE    TO 

ASCERTAINING  THE  DIVIDING  LINE  BETWEEN  THE  UNAP- 
PROPRIATED LANDS  LYING  TO  THE  WESTWARD  OF  HUD- 
SOX'S  RIVER. 

Whereas  in  compliance  v:ith  a  7'ecommendation  from  the 
United  States  in  Congi-ess  assembled,  the  legislature  of  this 
Commonwealth  is  disposed  to  cede  a  part  of  their  unappro- 
priated lands  lying  to  the  ivestivard  of  ^vlA^ou's  River,  and 
bounded  by  the  westerly  line  of  the  State  ofNew  York, /or 
the  general  benefit  of  the  United  States:  And  whereas, 
previous  to  such  cession,  it  is  necessary  that  the  dividing 
line  shoidd  be  precisely  ascertained : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  three  commissioners  shall  be 
appointed  on  behalf  of  this  Commonwealth,  who  shall  be 
chosen  by  joint  ballot  of  both  Houses,  to  join  with  such 
commissioners  as  may  or  shall  be  appointed  by  the  legis- 
lature of  the  State  of  iVe?t'  York,  in  running  and  ascertain- 
ing the  dividing  line  between  the  said  State  of  J^eio  York, 
and  the  unappropriated  land  belonging  to  this  Common- 
wealth, lying  to  the  westward  of  Hudso7i's  River. 
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And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  Governor  of  this 
Commonwealth  be  requested  to  transmit  an  attested  copy 
of  this  resolve  to  the  Governor  of  the  State  o^  JSTew  York, 
to  be  laid  before  the  legislature  thereof,  requesting  that 
they  would  appoint  commissioners  on  their  part  for  speed- 
ily ascertaining  the  aforesaid  line. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  Governor  of  this 
Commonwealth  be  requested  to  inform  Congress  of  the 
disposition  of  the  legislature  of  this  Commonwealth  to  cede 
a  .part  of  their  said  unappropriated  land  to  the  United 
States,  for  their  general  benefit,  as  soon  as  the  said  line 
shall  be  precisely  ascertained.  October  22,  1783. 


Chapter  78. 

RESOLVE  RESPECTING*  DIVERS  TRACTS  OF  VALUABLE  UNIM 
PROVED  LANDS  CONFISCATED,  LYING  IN  PEPPERELL 
BOROUGH,  AND  OTHER  PLACES  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  YORK, 
LATE  BELONGING  TO  SIR  WILLIAM  PEPPERELL'S  ESTATE, 
AN  ABSENTEE. 

Whei'eas  it  appears  that  this  Commonwealth  is  vested 
with  the  fee  of  divers  tracts  of  valuable  unimproved  lands, 
by  virtue  of  the  confiscation  of  the  estate  of  Sir  William 
Pepperell,  an  absentee,  lying  in  Pepperellborough,  and 
other  places  in  the  county  of  York,  while  a  right  of  use  for 
life  remains  in  Lady  Mary  Pepperell  and  her  daughter, 
whicli  lands,  as  well  as  other  lands  under  similar  circum- 
stances, by  constables  and  collectors  v:ithin  this  Common- 
icealth,  have  been  considered  as  liable  to  be  sold  for  the 
payment  of  taxes,  to  tJie  great  detriment  of  the  Common- 
wealth : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  several  constables  and 
collectors  of  taxes  within  this  Commonwealth  be,  and 
hereby  are  directed,  not  to  sell  or  dispose  of  any  lands 
under  the  circumstances  above  described,  for  the  payment 
of  taxes,  until  the  further  order  of  the  General  Court ;  and 
all  such  sales  which  may  be  made,  are  hereby  declared  to 
be  void  and  of  no  etFect,  any  law  or  resolve  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  the 
General  Court,  appointed  by  a  resolve  of  the  eighteenth  of 
March,  1783,  to  treat  with  the  said  Lady  and  her  daugh- 
ter, &c.  be,  and  hereby  are  directed,  from  time  to  time,  to 
examine  all  taxes  upon  lands  in  the  county  of  York,  under 


:  Chap.  78 
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the  circumstances  aforesaid,  and  certify  the  several  amounts 
of  the  said  taxes,  or  so  much  tliereof  as  the  said  committee, 
or  the  major  part  of  them,  shall  judge  reasonable,  to  the 
Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  which  shall  be  allowed 
and  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury  to  the  constable  or  col- 
lector presenting  the  same. 

And  Ordered,  That  the  said  committee,  appointed  and 
impowered  to  treat  with  Lady  Mary  Pepperell  and  her 
daughter,  on  the  subject  aforesaid,  proceed  in  the  further 
prosecution  of  the  business  of  their  appointment. 

October  22,1783. 


Chapter  79. 


Chap.  79 


A  GRANT  OF  ONE  HUNDRED  AND  TWENTY-FIVE  POUNDS  TO 
LEWIS  DE  MARESQUELLE,  FOR  HIS  SALARY;  PART  ON  THE 
WAR  AND   PART   ON   THE    PEACE   ESTABLISHMENT. 

On  the  petition  o/"  Lewis  de  Maresquelle  : 
Besolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth,  to  Colonel  Leicis  de  Maresquelle,  the  sum 
oi  seventy-five  pounds,  in  full  for  his  salary  from  the  fifth 
of  February  to  the  fifth  of  May,  1783  ;  and  also  the  further 
sum  oi fifty jjounds,  in  full  for  his  salary  (on  the  peace 
establishment)  from  the  said  fifth  of  May  to  the  fifth  day 
of  August  last.  October  22,  1783. 


Chapter  80. 
Char>.  80  resolve  establishing  the  pay  of  the  honorable  coun- 

^*  CIL,  SENATE  AND  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  each  member  of  the 
Honorable  Council,  the  sura  of  eight  shillings  per  day; 
and  also  to  the  members  of  the  General  Court,  as  follows, 
viz. — To  each  member  of  the  Honorable  Senate,  seven 
shillings  and  six  pence  per  day ;  and  to  each  member 
of  the  House  of  Eepreseutatives,  seven  shillings  per 
day,  for  each  day  they  have  attended  their  duty  respec- 
tively, from  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  September  last,  to 
the  end  of  the  present  session,  and  that  their  travel  pay  be 
in  proportion  thereto,  as  pointed  out  by  the  constitution. 

October  22,  1783. 
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Chapter  81. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE  SELECTMEN  OF  THE  TOWN  QJiap,    81 
OF    FRANKLIX,    RELATIVE    TO    CAPTAIN    NATHAN    THAYER,  ^ 

APPOINTING  JOSIAH  STONE,  AND  OTHERS,  A  COMMITTEE 
TO  ADJUST  THE  ACCOUNTS  AND  ASCERTAIN  THE  BALANCES 
DUE  TO  THE  WEN  MENTIONED,  WITH  DIRECTIONS  TO  THE 
ATTORNEY   GENERAL  IN  THIS   CASE. 

On  the  j^etition  of  the  selectmen  of  Ihe  town  of  Franklin, 
and  the  representation  of  others,  setting  forth,  that  Captain 
Nathan  Thayer  commanded  a  company  of  men  inlisted  to 
serve  three  montJis  in  the  Continental  service,  in  tlie  year 
1780:  and  that  the  said  Thayer  has  since  made  up  his 
muster  roll  according  to  order,  and  received  out  of  the  j^ub- 
lic  treasury  the  lohole  sum  due  to  the  men  home  on  the  said 
roll,  but  refuses  to  pay  the  amount  due  to  each  man,  and 
retains  a  part  in  his  own  hands,  to  the p)rejudice  of  tlie  said 
men,  and  of  such  towns  as  by  agreement  are  intitled  to  a 
2)art  of  their  wages. 

Whereas  the  said  Captain  Thayer  u:as  by  order  of  Court 
notifed  to  appear  on  Friday  the  seventeenth  instant,  at  ten 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  to  render  an  account  of  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  money  he  received  out  of  the  treasury,  in  pay- 
ment of  his  muster  roll,  and  the  reasons  for  retaining  any 
part  of  the  money  due  to  the  men  borne  on  the  said  roll  in 
his  own  hands;  but  the  said  Thayer  has  neglected  to  render 
t}te  account  and  reasons  required  by  the  said  order,  and  it 
does  not  therefore  appear  what  is  the  balance  justly  due  to 
the  men  borne  on  the  said  roll : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  Josiah  Stone,  Esq  ;  Lemuel 
Kolloclc,  Esq  ;  and  Mr.  John  Baxter,  be  a  committee  to 
settle  and  adjust  the  accounts,  and  ascertain  the  balances 
that  may  be  still  due  to  the  men  borne  on  the  said  roll, 
which  was  lodged  in  the  Treasurer's  office,  and  paid  to  the 
said  Thayer;  and. that  the  said  committee  give  timely 
notice  to  the  said  Thayer,  and  to  the  men  borne  on  the 
said  muster  roll,  and  to  the  selectmen  or  town  treasurers 
of  such  towns  as  may  be  interested,  by  virtue  of  any  agree- 
ments made  with  any  of  the  men  as  aforesaid,  of  the  time 
and  place  when  and  where  they  shall  meet  in  order  to  make 
such  settlement,  that  he  and  they  may  be  present;  but  if 
either  of  the  parties  shall  neglect  to  appear,  the  said  com- 
mittee, or  the  major  part  of  them,  are  to  proceed  ex  parte, 
and  find  the  balances  in  the  best  way  they  can,  and  report 
the  same  to  the  General  Court,  on  the  second  "Wednesday 
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of  the  next  sitting  of  the  said  Court,  in  order  for  payment 
of  the  balances  that  may  appear  to  be  still  due  on  the  said 
rolls. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  Attorney  General 
be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed,  to  commence  a  process 
against  the  said  yatJwn  Thayer,  for  the  balance  that  shall 
appear  to  be  due  to  government,  agreeable  to  the  settle- 
ment that  shall  be  made  by  the  committee  aforesaid,  unless 
the  said  Thayer  shall  immediately  pay  the  same  into  the 
hands  of  the  said  committee,  for  the  use  of  those  to  whom 
it  shall  be  found  due,  or  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Common- 
wealth, within  one  month  after  the  second  Wednesday  of 
the  next  sitting  of  the  General  Court.      October  22,  1783. 

Chapter  82. 

njin-Q     82  I^ESOLVE  ON   THE    PETITION   OF   JOSEPH  RUSSELL,  AUTHORIZ- 
^'  ING  THE   TREASURER   TO   RECEIVE    A    CERTAIN   WARRANT, 

DRAWN  APRIL  1783.  IN  PART  PAY  OF  A  SUxM  HE  IS  INDEBTED 
TO   GOVERNMENT. 

On  the  jjetition  q/"  Joseph  Russell  : 

liesolved ,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  is  herel)y  authorized  and  directed,  to  receive  a  war- 
rant drawn  on  him,  indorsed  in  favour  of  Joseph  Mussell, 
April  2,  1783,  for  the  sum  oi  four  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  five  sJiillings  and  nine  pence,  in  part  pay  of  si.c 
hundred  and  thirty  pounds,  which  he  is  indebted  to  this 
Commonwealth,  for  the  reasons  set  forth  in  his  petition. 

October  22,  1 783. 

Chapter  83. 

Char)    83  resolve  on  the  petition  of  john  and  martha  bishop, 

^'       '  IMPOWERING  THEM  TO   MAKE  SALE  OF  THE  STORE,   WHARF 

AND    LAND   MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  q/"  John  Bishop  and  ^Martha  Bishop  ;  the 
said  Martha  in  her  capacity  of  guardian  to  Anna  Dogget, 
a  minor, ^praying  for  leave  to  sell  one-sixth  part  of  a  cer- 
tain store,  ivharf  and  land,  lying  in  Rehoboth,  belonging 
to  the  said  minor : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  l)e  granted, 
and  that  the  said  petitioners  be,  and  they  are  hereby  au- 
thorized and  impowered,  to  make  sale  of  the  said  one-sixth 
part  of  the  store,  wharf  and  land,  mentioned  in  their  peti- 
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tion,  for  the  most  the  same  will  fetch,  and  to  make  and 
execute  a  good  deed  or  deeds  to  the  purchaser,  they  observ- 
ing the  rules  and  directions  of  the  law  for  the  sale  of  real 
estates  l)v  executors  and  administrators,  first  giving  suffi- 
cient security  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of 
Bn's(oI,  that  the  money  arising  by  the  sale  of  the  said 
estate  (the  necessary  charges  of  the  said  sale  being  first 
paid)  be  put  on  interest  for  the  benefit  of  the  minor,  and 
the  principal,  with  the  interest,  be  paid  to  the  said  minor, 
when  she  shall  arrive  to  lawful  age.        October  23,  17S3. 

Chapter  84. 

RESOLVE  ox  THE  TETITIOX  OF  THE  SELECTMEN  OF   BEVERLY,  QJinj)     gl 
IMPOWERING   ZACHARIAH    GAGE    TO    MAKE    SALE    OF    THE  ^' 

LAND  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  the  selectmen  of  Beverly,  and  others, 
sett inrj  forth  that  Andrew  and  Jonathan  Gage  are  seised 
after  an  estate  for  life,  in  remainder  of  two  undivided 
seventh  parts  of  about  one  acre  of  land,  situate  in  the  said 
Beverly,  and  prai/ing  that  some  proper  person  may  he 
impowered  to  sell  the  same,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  said 
petition : 

Resolved,  That  Zachariah  Gage  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
impowered,  to  make  sale  of  the  said  two  undivided  seventh 
parts,  for  the  most  they  will  fetch,  he  observing  in  the 
sale  thereof  the  rules  and  directions  of  law  in  the  sale  of 
real  estates  bv  executors  and  administrators,  and  giving 
bond,  with  sufficient  sureties,  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for 
the  county  of  Essex,  to  account  for  the  proceeds  of  the 
said  sale  ;  to  pay  one-half  thereof,  with  lawful  interest,  to 
the  said  Jonathan,  his  heirs,  executors  or  administrators, 
on  demand  ;  and  of  the  other  half  and  interest  that  may 
become  due  thereon,  to  pay  ticelve  pounds  annually,  in 
quarterly  payments,  to  the  said  selectmen,  for  the  support 
and  maintainance  of  the  said  Andrew's  family,  until  the 
said  half  and  interest  be  expended,  or  until  he  shall  return 
home,  which  may  first  happen  ;  and  the  residue  of  the  said 
half  and  interest  that  shall  remain  due  and  unpaid  at  his 
said  return,  to  pay  to  him,  or  in  case  of  his  death,  to  his 
heirs,  executors  or  administrators,  on  demand,  and  to 
execute  good  and  sufficient  deed  or  deeds  of  conveyance 
thereof  in  fee  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers. 

October  23,  1 783. 
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Chapter  85. 

ChaV'    85  RESOLVE   on    the    petition    of    NATHAN    BENT,    TO    NOTIFY 
^'  THE   ADVERSE   PARTY   TO    SHEW   CAUSE,    &c.    AND    STAYING 

EXECUTION  IN   THE  MEAN    TIME. 

On  the  petition  of  ^oXh^n  'Bent,  setting  forth  that  Elijah 
Bent  unduly  obtained  a  judgment  against  him,  at  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  held  at  Concord,  ivithin  and  for  the 
county  q/" Middlesex,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  September 
last,  and  praying  that  the  said  execution  may  he  stayed, 
for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  said  petition  : 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioner  notify  the  adverse  party, 
])y  serving  him  with  an  attested  copy  of  the  said  petition, 
andtliis  order  thereon,  fourteen  days  previous  to  the  third 
Wednesday  of  the  next  session  of  the  General  Court,  to 
shew  cause  (if  any  he  shall  have)  on  the  said  day,  why 
the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  should  not  be  granted  ;  and 
that  the  said  execution  be  stayed  in  the  mean  time. 

October  23,  1783. 


Chapter  SQ. 

Chnn    8fi  i^ESOLVE  granting  extra  pay  to    the    president    and 
Kjfiap.  ou      speaker,  and  thirty  pounds  to  each  of  the  clerks 
of  the  general  court. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  pub- 
lic treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  Honorable  tiam- 
uel  Adams,  Esq  ;  President  of  the  Honorable  Senate,  the 
sum  of  six  shillings  per  day  ;  and  also  to  the  Honorable 
Tristram  Dalton,  Esq  ;  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, the  sum  of  six  shillings  per  day,  for  each  day 
of  their  attendance  on  the  General  Court  the  present  ses- 
sion, over  and  above  their  respective  pay  as  members  of 
the  General  Court. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and 
paid  out  of  the  public  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to 
]Mr.  William  Baker,  jun.  Clerk  of  the  Honorable  Senate, 
the  sum  oi  thirty  j)ounds;  and  also  to  Mr.  George  Rich- 
ards Minot,  Clerk  of  House  of  Representatives,  thirty 
2)ounds,  they  to  be  accountable.  October  23,  1783. 
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Chapter  87. 

GRANT  OF  FIFTY  POUNDS  TO   WILLIAM  BAKER,  MESSENGER  OF  (JJidj)     §7 
THE   GENERAL  COURT.  -^* 

liesohed,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  William  Baker,  JiftT/ 
j)OinidK,  in  full  for  one  quarter's  salary,  due  to  him  the 
25th  day  of  August  last.  October  23,  1783. 

Chapter  88. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  MEMORIAL  OF  HIS  HONOR  THOMAS  CVSHING,  flTjriqj  gg 
ESQ;  DISCHARGING  HIM  FROM  ANY  DEMAND  ON  ACCOUNT  ^""x^*  "" 
OF  FURNITURE   DELIVERED  HIM   IN  177G. 

On  (he  memorial  of  Jiis  Honor  Thomas  Gushing,  Esq; 
praying  that  the  value  of  certain  articles  of  furniture,  ivith 
tJie  use  oj  which  out  of  the  estates  of  absentees  he  hath  been 
indulged,  may  he  discounted  against  what  is  or  may  he  due 
to  h  i/n  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  memorial  be  so 
far  granted,  that  the  aforesaid  articles,  amounting,  as  by 
appraizement,  to  the  sum  of  one  Jiundred  and  ten  jjounds 
tu:o  shi/h'ngs  and  eigJif  pence,  lawful  money,  be  granted 
to  his  Honor  the  said  Thomas  Cushing,  Esq  ;  in  full  com- 
pensation for  his  services  as  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  year  1774,  and  also  for  his  services 
and  care  in  taking;  charge  of  and  bringing  from  Philadel- 
phia,  on  account  of  this  State,  about  four  hundred  and 
ffty  thousand  dollars.  Continental  money,  in  the  year 
1776  ;  for  which  services  it  appears  he  has  had  no  reward. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved,  That  he  be,  and  hereby  is 
discharged  from  any  demand  from  this  State  on  account 
of  said  articles  of  furniture.  October  23,  1783. 

Chapter  89. 

RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  FURNISH  MONEY  ON   riX„^     OQ 
LOAN  TO  PROCURE  01^  FOR  LIGHT  HOUSES.  Kjliajp.    0» 

WItereas  it  is  necessary  that  the  several  light  houses 
ordered  to  he  erected,  should  he  suppilied  with  oil,  as  soon  as 
(hey  shall  he  ready  to  he  lighted;  and  the  present  season 
heing  the  most  proper  to  make  such  purchases  : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treas- 
ury of  this  Commonwealth,  unto  Richard  Devens,  Esq  ; 
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Commissary  General,  the  sum  of  three  hundred  2^ou7ids, 
for  the  purpose  of  purchashig  suitable  oil  for  the  lamps  to 
be  lighted  in  the  several  light  houses  in  this  Common- 
wealth. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth 
replace  the  aforesaid  sum  of  tJiree  hundred  pounds  out  of 
the  first  monies  that  shall  he  paid  into  the  treasury  by  the 
several  Naval  Oflicers,  agreeably  to  an  act  of  the  General 
Court  providing  a  maintainance  and  support  of  the  light 
houses  erected  within  this  Commonwealth. 

October  23,  1783. 

Chairter  90. 

ChaV'    90  RESOLVE    REQUESTING    THE    GOVERNOR,    TO    TAKE    MEASURES 
^  '  RELATIVE     TO     ANY    SUBJECTS     OF    THE     KING     OF     GREAT 

BRITAIN    TAKING  POSSESSION    OF    ANY    LANDS    BELONGING 
TO  THIS  COMMONWEALTH. 

Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  with  advice 
of  Council,  be,  and  he  hereby  is  requested,  to  take  proper 
and  necessary  measures  for  ascertaining  a  true  state  of  facts 
relative  to  any  of  the  subjects  of  the  King  of  Great  Brit- 
ain taking  possession  of  any  of  the  lands  belonging  to  this 
Commonwealth,  and  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States, 
and  lay  the  same  before  the  General  Court ;  and  if  it  shall 
appear  to  him  that  the  facts  are  ascertained  as  they  have 
been  represented  to  him,  to  communicate  the  same  to 
Congress.  October  23,  1783. 


Chap.  91 


Chapter  91. 

RESOLVE  GRANTING  THREE  HUNDRED  POUNDS  TO  THE  HON. 
WILLIAM  CUSHING,  NATHANIEL  PEASLEE  SARGEANT,  AND 
JAMES  SULLIVAN,  ESQUIRES,  AND  TWO  HUNDRED  AND 
TWENTY  POUNDS  TO  THE  HON.  DAVID  SEWALL,  ESQ;  IN 
NOTES,  FOR  SERVICES,  &c;  AS  JUSTICES  OF  THE  SUPREME 
JUDICIAL  COURT. 

On  the  memorial  of  the  Justices  of  the  Sujjreme  Judicial 
Court : 

Resolved,  That  there  i)e  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury,  to  the  Honorable  William  Cushing,  Esq. 
the  sum  of /A ree  hundred  j)ounds ;  to  the  Honorable  i\^a- 
thanid  Peaslee  Sarf/eant,  Esq  :  the  sum  of  tJtree  hundred 
j)Ounds ;  to  the  Honorable  James  /Sullivan,  Esq;  the  sum 
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of  tlirep  Jiuntlred  p(mn(h:  and  to  the  Honorable  David 
SeivaJl,  Esq  ;  the  sum  of  tim  JtiouJird  and  fin^nti/  pounds, 
in  notes  issued  by  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth, 
bearing  date  the  lirst  dixy  oi  Fehvuarij ,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-two,  and  of  the  same  form,  and  pay- 
able both  principal  and  interest  in  the  same  way,  and  at  the 
same  periods  with  those  commonly  called  consolidated 
notes  :  And  the  Treasurer  is  hereby  directed,  in  his  said 
capacity,  to  issue  his  notes  accordingly  ;  which  notes,  when 
paid,  shall  be  in  full  of  all  the  services  and  expenditures  of 
the  said  Justices,  from  the  time  of  their  several  respective 
appointments  to  the  time  when  the  salaries  of  the  said  Jus- 
tices were  established  hy  law.  October  24,  1783. 


Chapter  93. 

RESOLVE  AUTHORIZING  THE  JUSTICES  OF  THE  SUPREME  JUDI- 
CIAL COURT  TO  BE  HOLDEN  AT  NORTHAMPTOX,  TO  EXAMINE 
THE  PREMISES,  AND  ENTER  UP  JUDGMENT  IN  FAVOUR  OF 
JAMES  FREELAND. 

]V7iereas  if  ajjpears  to  this  Court,  hy  a  certificate  from 
the  Clerk  of  tlie  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  the  county  of 
Hampshire,  that  in  the  said  Court  of  Common  Pleas  held 
at  Northampton,  in  the  said  county,  on  the  second  Tuesday 
of  Noveml)er,  A.  D.  1781,  in  an  action  then  p)Gnding 
between  James  Freeland,  plaintiff,  and  Silas  Rice  and 
Daniel  Fisk,  defendants,  on  a  note  of  hand  bearing  date 
July  21,  1778,  promising  the  payment  of  the  sum  of  four 
hundred  pounds  laicful  money  to  the  said  James,  that  by  a 
mistake  judgment  vjas  rendered  for  the  sum  o/ thirty-seven 
pounds  sixteen  shillings  and  eleven  pence  damage  only,  and 
two  pounds  nineteen  shillings  and  four  pence  cost,  and  that 
there  icas  no  indorsement  on  the  said  note;  from  which 
judgment  the  said  Silas  and  Daniel  appealed  to  the  Sup>7-eme 
Judicial  Court  to  be  holden  at  the  said  Northampton,  in 
and  for  the  said  county  o/"  Hampshire,  on  the  last  Tuesday 
of  April  then  next  following  : 

And  v:hereas  the  said  James  has  represented,  that  at  the 
said  Supreme  Judicial  Court  the  said  judgment  ivas 
affirmed,  after  tchich  the  aforesaid  mistake  ivas  discovered 
by  the  said  James,  v:Jio  has  prayed  the  interposition  of  this 
Court:  and  the  adverse  party  being  notified  and  not  appear- 
ing to  shew  cause  why  the  prayer  of  the  said  James  should 
not  be  granted  : 
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Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be 
so  far  granted,  that  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court  to  be  holden  at  N^orthampton,  within  and  for  the 
county  oi  Hampshire,  on  the  fourth  Tuesday  oi  Ap)ril  next, 
be,  and  hereby  are  fully  authorized  and  impowered  to 
examine  the  premises  and  enter  up  judgment  in  favour 
of  the  said  James  Freeland,  against  the  said  Silas  and 
Daniel,  for  so  much  as  shall  appear  to  be  justly  due  to  the 
said  James  on  the  note  aforesaid,  the  former  judgment 
notwithstanding.  October  24,  1783. 


Chapter  93. 

Char>.  93  resolve  entitling  s^mc/el  brown  (an  officer)  wounded 

■'^'  ON  THE  HEIGHTS  OF  CHARLESTOIVN,  IN  JUNE  1775,  TO   ONE 

THIRD  PAY  AS  A  PENSIONER,    UNTIL  FURTHER  ORDER. 

Upon  the  representation  of  John  Lucas,  commissai'y  of 
pensioners,  in  behalf  of  Samuel  Brown,  second  Lieutenant 
in  Capt,  Bancroft's  company,  in  Colonel  Bridge's  regiment, 
who  was  icounded  on  the  heights  of  Charlestown,  the  11th 
of  June,  1775,  in  his  left  shoulder,  and  by  means  thereof 
is  unable  to  get  his  living  by  labour  as  usual: 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Brown  be  intitled  to  one  third 
pay  from  the  time  of  his  discharge,  which  was  January  3d 
1777,  until  the  further  order  of  this  court  or  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States.  October  27,  1783. 


Chapter  93a. « 

Ch       QS  A   I^ESOLVE  REGARDING  THE  TAKING   POSSESSION  OF  THE   POST 
AT  P£xVO£SCOr  WHEN  EVACUATED  BY  THE  BRITISH  TROOPS 

Whereas  a  small  armed  force  may  be  necessary  to  sup- 
port the  measures  to  be  taken  by  the  Governor  for  carrying 
into  execution  the  Resolves  of  this  Court  of  July  IWi  and 
October  ^th,for  taking  possession  of  the  Post  at  Penobscot, 
ivJien  evacuated  by  the  British  Troops:  Therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  with  advice  of  Council, 
detach  from  the  Militia  of  this  Commonwealth  in  such  part 
of  the  county  of  Lincoln  as  he  shall  judge  most  expedient 
a  sufficient  number  of  Men  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  not 
exceeding  sixty-eight,  including  proper  officers. 

*  Not  printed  in  Session  pamphlet. 
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And  it  is  further  JResolved,  That  pay  and  rations  agree- 
able to  the  Continental  establishment,  shall  be  allowed  to 
the  officers  and  private  soldiers,  that  shall  ])e  detached  as 
aforesaid,  during  the  time  they  shall  be  necessarily  em- 
ployed in  the  service  aforesaid.  October  27,  1783. 

Chapter  94. 

RESOLVE  REQUESTING  THE  GOVERNOR  TO  WRITE  TO  THE  LEG-  Qha^     94 
ISLATURE  OF  THE   STATE    OF   XEW  HAMPSHIRE,    UPON   THE  -^* 

SUBJECT  MATTER  OF  AN  ACT  FOR  REGULATING  THE  CATCH- 
ING OF  SALMON,  &c.  AND  TO  INCLOSE  A  COPY  OF  THE  SAME, 
AS  ALSO  AN  ACT  PASSED  IN  1735,  AND  REQUESTING  THEM  TO 
ADOPT  SIMILAR  MEASURES. 

Wliereas  this  Court  have  passed  an  act  the  present  sit- 
ting, to  prevent  the  destruction  offish  in  Merrimack  River, 
and  the  other  rivers  and  streams  emptying  into  the  same, 
witJiin  this  Commonwealth,  and  as  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
Court  that  said  act  cannot  have  its  desired  effect  unless 
similar  measures  are  adopted  in  the  State  of  New  Hamp- 
shire : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor 
be  requested  to  write  to  the  legislature  of  the  State  of 
yev  Hamjjshire,  inclosing  a  copy  of  the  before  recited  act, 
together  with  one  act  passed  1735,  making  provision  to 
prevent  the  destruction  of  fish  by  mill-dams,  &c.  and  sig- 
nify to  them  the  earnest  desire  of  this  Court  that  they 
would  adopt  efiectual  measures  to  prevent  the  destruction 
of  fish  in  the  said  rivers  and  streams  within  their  State. 

October  27,  1783. 


Chapter  95. 

RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  CALL  ON  AUCTION- 
EERS FOR  A  SETTLEMENT  OF  THEIR  ACCOUNTS,  AND  PROSE- 
CUTE THEIR  BONDS  ON  NEGLECT  THEREOF,  BY  THE  1st  OF 
DECEMBER  NEXT;  ALSO  DIRECTING  THE  ADMINISTRATOR 
OF  THE  LATE  TREASURER  TO  DELIVER  AUCTIONEERS  BONDS 
IN  HIS  CUSTODY  TO  THE  PRESENT  TREASURER. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  that  many  of  the  auc- 
tioneers within  this  CommoniveaWi  have  neglected  to  settle 
their  accounts  icith  the  Treasurer ,  agreeably  to  law : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he 
hereby  is  directed,  to  call  upon  all  auctioneers  who  have 
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neglected  to  adjust  and  settle  their  accounts  agreeably  to 
the  law  of  this  Commonwealth,  forthwith  to  come  to  a 
settlement  of  the  same,  and  to  commence  a  process  upon 
the  bonds  of  all  such  of  the  said  auctioneers  as  shall  not 
have  settled  their  accounts  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
December  next. 

Resolved  further ,  That  the  administrator  upon  the  estate 
oi  Henry  Gardner,  Esq  ;  late  Treasurer  of  this  Common- 
wealth, be,  and  he  hereby  is  directed,  to  deliver  to  the 
present  Treasurer,  all  the  bonds  given  by  auctioneers  to 
the  said  Henri/  Gardner,  which  are  now  in  the  custody  of 
the  said  administrator.  October  27,  17S3. 


Chapter  90. 

Chan.  96  resolve  directing  the  committee  for  methodizing  ac- 

^  *  COUNTS.  TO  TAKE  MEASURES  FOR  STOPPING  IN  THE  TREAS- 

URY, AND  DEDUCTING  FROM  THE  CONTINENTAL  TAX  FOR 
1782,  THE  SEVERAL  SUMS  OR  MONEY  ORDERED  TO  BE  PAID 
IN  FAVOUR  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,  SINCE  OCTOBER,  1781,  IN 
CONSEQUENCE  OF  CERTAIN  APPLICATIONS. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  stating  and  methodiz- 
ing public  accounts  be,  and  they  hereby  are  directed,  to 
make  such  applications  and  take  such  other  measures  as 
may  be  necessary  for  the  orderly  stopping  in  the  treasury 
of  this  Commonwealth,  and  deducting  from  the  Continental 
tax  for  the  year  1782,  the  several  sums  of  money  which 
have  been  ordered  to  be  paid  out  of  the  said  treasury  in 
favour  of  the  United  States,  since  the  twentieth  of  October^ 
1781,  in  consequence  of  applications  from  the  Superin- 
tendant  of  tinance,  the  Secretary  at  war,  the  Commissaries 
of  pensioners  and  prisoners,  and  other  advancements  for 
Continental  purposes  ;  which  sums  of  money  were  designed 
to  be  stopped  in  the  treasury,  and  deducted  out  of  the 
Continental  tax  for  the  year  1782,  which  will  appear  by 
the  resolves  of  the  General  Court  passed  at  the  several 
difterent  periods  hereafter  mentioned,  viz.  Resolves 
passed  October  twenty-seventh  and  twenty-ninth,  1781  ; 
resolves  passed  February  fifteenth  and  twenty-third,  March 
first,  April  seventeenth,  twenty-seventh  and  twenty-ninth, 
June  third  and  twenty-first,  yovember  twelfth,  1782,  and 
March  eighth,  1783,  and  other  similar  resolves. 

October  27,  17 S3. 
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Chapter  97. 

RESOLVE     DIRECTING     NAVAL    OFFICERS     OF     THIS     COMMON-  (JJidj),    97 
WEALTH  TO  OMIT  CERTAIN  WORDS    AND    CLAUSES    IN    REG-  ^  ' 

ISTERS     AS     RESTRICT     TRADE     WITH     THE     SUBJECTS     OF 
GREAT   BRITAIX. 

Whereas  a  treaty  of  commerce^  rerjulating  the  foreign 
trade  of  these  United  States,  has  not  yet  arrived,  and  the 
acts  of  trade  for  this  CornmonicealtJi  being  calculated  for  a 
time  of  c-ar,  a)id  laying  certain  restrictions  on  trade,  which 
are  since  the  peace  become  unnecessary  : 

Therefore  Resohed,  That  the  Xavul  Officers  of  this 
Commonwealth  be,  and  they  hereby  are  directed,  to  omit 
all  such  words  and  clauses  contained  in  registers,  bonds 
and  clearances,  as  restrict  the  citizens  of  this  Common- 
wealth in  their  trade  with  the  subjects  of  the  King  of 
Great  Britain.  October  28,  1783. 

Chapter  97  a.* 

RESOLVE  RELATIVE  TO   TAKING   POSSESSION   OF   THE   POST  AT   flj.        QT  a 
PEXOBSCOT. 

ReJ^oJved,  That  it  be  left  discretionary  with  the  Governor 
to  detach  the  armed  force  destined  by  a  Resolve  of  the 
General  Court  of  the  27th  instant  to  take  possession  of  the 
British  Post  at  Penobscot,  from  the  Militia  of  the  Counties 
of  Suffollc  or  Lincoln,  as  he  with  the  advice  of  Council 
shall  judge  most  conducive  to  the  public  service,  anything 
in  the  said  Resolve  of  the  27th  inst.  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  inhabitants  who 
have  lieen  driven  from  Penobscot  by  the  enemy,  be  per- 
mitted to  return  to  their  former  possessions  without  any 
previous  examination  of  their  right  of  claims  ;  and  that  the 
said  detachment  continue  no  longer  at  that  place  after  the 
British  garrison  have  moved  off,  than  will  be  necessary'  to 
secure  or  bring  away  such  public  stores,  the  property  of 
the  United  States,  as  may  be  there  found. 

October  28,  1783. 

*  Not  printed  in  Session  pamphlet. 
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Chapter  98. 

CTiaV'  98  RESOLVE  relative  to  engine  men  in  the  town  of  boston, 
^'  augmenting  the  number,  and  repealing  a  resolve 

passed  FEBRUARY  16th,  1778. 

Whereas  a  resolve  of  the  General  Court  passed  February 
Sixteenth,  1778,  the  number  of  men  exempted  from  inilitary 
duty,  and  allowed  for  the  engines  in  the  town  of  Boston, 
was  reduced  to  one  hundred  and  thirty  eight,  on  account 
of  the  uxir ;  and  as  it  is  not  now  necessary  that  the  said 
resolve  should  remain  iyi  force: 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  resolve  aforesaid  be,  and 
it  is  hereby  repealed,  and  the  number  of  one  hundred  and 
seventy-one  men  be  allowed  for  the  several  engines  in  the 
town  of  Boston,  and  to  be  subject  to  the  same  regulations, 
and  entitled  to  the  same  exemptions,  as  they  were  before 
the  commencement  of  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain. 

October  28,1783. 

Chapter  99. 

Chav    99  letter  to  congress,  relative  to  the  old  emission  of 
^  '  money,  penobscot  expedition,  and  bounties. 

Sir, 

The  legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massacliusetts, 
sensibly  impressed  with  the  idea  of  their  duty  to  those 
free  citizens  with  whose  important  concerns  they  are 
intrusted  to  inquire,  on  proper  occasions,  into  those  great 
and  national  measures  that  attract  their  attention  and  essen- 
tially affect  their  political  being,  are  lead  to  address  Con- 
gress on  several  important  subjects  —  feeling  a  full  confi- 
dence in  the  understanding,  the  virtue,  and  the  candor  of 
their  constituents,  that  they  will  ever  chearfully  acquiesce 
in  all  public  measures,  and  the  determinations  of  Congress, 
calculated  for  the  public  weal,  when  sufficiently  explained 
and  understood.  In  the  free  and  I'epublican  government 
adopted  by  these  States,  and  resting  on  the  virtue  and 
suffrages  of  the  people,  they  conceive  that  matters  of  pub- 
lic importance  and  national  extent  cannot  be  transacted 
for  the  general  good  without  an  open  and  free  communi- 
cation of  the  several  States  with  the  Federal  Head.  The 
legislature  of  this  Commonwealth,  as  well  as  their  con- 
stituents, are  not  insensible  of  the  expediency,  good  pol- 
icy, and  necessity  of  delegating  to  those  who  are  intrusted 
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with  their  best  interests,  their  protection,  their  honor  and 
safety,  sufficient  powers,  and  means  adequate  to  the  dis- 
charge of  the  trust  reposed  in  them  ;  at  the  same  time, 
they  think  they  have  a  reciprocal  right,  a  right  founded 
in  the  federal  union,  to  expect  in  return  a  just  and  impar- 
tial account  of  the  use  of  them.  Influenced,  Sir,  by  these 
principles  and  these  considerations,  essential,  as  they  con- 
ceive, to  the  preservation  of  that  system  of  government 
which  these  confederated  Republics  have  agreed  to  ;  anx- 
iously concerned  that  the  measures  and  establishments 
lately  proposed  by  Congress  for  the  discharge  of  the 
national  debt,  when  not  opposed  to  the  internal  police  and 
constitutions  of  the  States,  should  be  carried  into  efl'ect, 
the  legislature  of  this  Commonwealth  address  that  honor- 
able body,  and  ask  for  a  fuller  explanation  of  some  articles 
that  com})ose  a  ])art  of  the  national  debt,  and  of  the  deter- 
minations of  Congress  relative  to  the  money  of  the  old 
emission  still  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  subjects  of 
this  State  not  yet  redeemed  —  the  expedition  against 
Penobscot  —  and  the  bounties  allowed  by  this  State  in 
recruiting  the  army. 

The  legislature  of  this  Commonwealth,  Sir,  wish  to  be 
informed.  Why  one  hundred  and  ninety  thousand  dollars 
should  be  charged  to  the  national  debt,  to  be  funded  for 
the  payment  of  the  interest  on  loan  certificates  for  the 
year  17.S1,  when  that  sum  originally  designed  for  the  same 
purpose  still  remains  in  France,  unaccounted  for?  AVhy 
six  hundred  eighty-seven  thousand,  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  dollars  should  be  charged  to  the  said  national 
debt,  for  the  payment  of  interest  on  loan  certificates  for 
the  year  1782,  when  the  requisition  upon  each  State  to 
raise  their  proportion  of  the  sum  necessary  for  that  pur- 
pose, still  continues  ;  and  if  the  interest  is  to  compose  a 
part  of  the  said  national  debt,  to  what  use  is  the  above 
requisition  on  each  State  to  be  applied? 

Congress  called  upon  the  States  for  eight  millions  of 
doUars,  to  defray  the  expences  of  the  year  1782.  The 
whole  amount  of  the  expences  for  that  year,  as  ascertained, 
was  four  millions,  six  hundred  sixty-five  thousand,'  five 
hundred  dollars,  of  which  the  pay  of  the  army  for  that 
year  is  two  millions,  three  hundred  eighty-seven  thousand, 
two  hundred  and  nine  dollars.  Why  the  pay  of  the  army 
should  be  carried  to  the  said  national  debt,  when  the 
eight  million  dollars  called  for  by  Congress  (and  which 
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the  several  States  are  now  collecting  to  defray  the  ex- 
pences  of  that  year)  exceed  by  a  considerable  sum  the 
whole  expences  of  that  year?  And  if  the  pay  of  the  army 
is  carried  to  the  national  debt,  to  what  purpose  is  the  eight 
million  dollars  to  be  applied,  especially  when  the  pay  of 
the  army  is  the  only  debt  incurred  for  that  year  unsatis- 
fied, and  it  is  supposed  there  still  remains  seven-eighths  of 
the  eight  million  dollars  uncollected?  Whether  the  esti- 
mation of  the  two  million  dollars  for  the  deficiencies  of 
the  year  1783,  was  made  on  the  supposition  of  the  war's 
continuing?  And  as  peace  commenced  early  in  the  year, 
whether  the  two  million  dollars  is  a  debt  really  incurred, 
and  consequently  if  there  is  any  propriety  in  its  being 
charged  to  the  national  debt? 

The  legislature  of  this  Commonwealth,  Sir,  cannot  think 
the  accounts  exhibited  by  the  Financier  are  sufilciently 
explicit ;  for  they  cannot  suppose  that  a  charge  of  a  large 
amount  under  the  term  of  contingences,  without  furnish- 
ing the  particulars  that  compose  it,  can  be  satisfactory. 

These  are  the  doubts  and  difficulties,  Sir,  which  the  leg- 
islature are  desirous,  for  the  public  satisfaction,  and  for 
expediting  public  measures,  to  see  further  explained  and 
illustrated. 

The  great  and  unequal  quantity  of  the  Continental  bills 
of  the  old  emission  (so  called)  now  remaining  in  the  hands 
of  the  good  people  of  this  Commonwealth,  is  so  grievous, 
and  therefore  a  matter  so  important  to  them,  that  this 
legislature  is  constrained  repeatedly  to  remonstrate  it  to 
your  honorable  body. 

The  several  States  were  earnestly  called  upon  by  Con- 
gress to  redeem  their  respective  proportions  of  those  bills, 
at  a  time  when  the  existence  of  the  army,  and  the  very 
cause  the  United  States  were  contending  for,  was  threatned 
by  their  great  and  rapidly  increasing  depreciation.  We 
would  with  all  due  deference  urge  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress to  a  matter  so  interesting  to  us.  Permit  us,  Sir, 
to  ask.  Were  not  all  the  States  equally  obliged  to  redeem 
their  quotas?  Did  they  all  fulfil  that  obligation?  Are 
there  not  nohie  States  who  have  not  redeemed  one  farthing? 
Has  not  this  State  redeemed  '\iBfull  proportion  as  charged 
upon  it  by  Congress.  They  have  done  it  at  the  rate  of 
forty  for  one,  agreeable  to  the  recommendation.  Can  it 
be  expected,  that  while  so  great  a  share  of  their  property 
lies  dead  in  their  coffers,  the  people  will  be  able  to  yield 
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their  aid  for  the  future  supply  of  the  public  treasury? 
And  how  long  can  it  be  supposed  it  will  be,  before  a  manly 
and  free  people,  sensible  of  such  unequal  burdens,  will 
hearken  to  the  dictates  of  their  own  feelings,  and  even 
refuse  to  advance  more  till  they  are  relieved?  The  Con- 
gress ;  the  legislatures  of  the  States  ;  wise  and  virtuous 
men,  see  the  importance  of  maintaining  the  national  honor 
and  faith  :  And  is  not  the  national  honor  and  faith  con- 
cerned in  this  matter?  It  is  said  that  Congress  are  bound 
to  fultil  every  contract  made  (the  half  pay  or  commutation 
for  instance)  that  they  have  pledged  their  faith  and  cannot 
recall  it?  And  is  not  the  public  faith  as  strongly  pledged 
and  as  irrevocable  in  this  case  as  in  any  other?  We 
appeal  to  the  resolutions  of  Congress.  And  we  rely  upon 
it,  that  the  representative  body  of  the  United  States  will 
speedily  atford  relief  to  that  State  which  perhaps  has  dis- 
covered itself  the  most  forward  in  its  duty  in  this  particu- 
lar case,  and  come  to  a  decision,  which  public  justice  and 
public  faith  and  honor  shall  point  out  and  require. 

To  other  subjects  of  no  less  importance,  this  Common- 
wealth would  again,  Sir.  call  the  attention  of  Congress  : 
The  vast  expence  this  State  was  at  in  forming  and  carry- 
ing on  the  expedition  against  Penobscot.  True  it  is,  that 
this  expedition  was  engaged  in  by  this  State  ;  but  when 
such  a  measure  is  pursued,  that  in  its  consequences  must 
affect  the  whole  union,  they  conceive  it  to  be  of  national 
concern,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  a  national  debt. 

In  the  exigences  of  our  affairs  in  the  late  arduous  con- 
test, this  State,  on  this  and  other  occasions,  often  thought 
it  to  be  her  duty  to  seize  every  advantage  that  could 
advance  the  common  cause,  to  part  with  her  property  and 
render  her  services,  relying  on  the  goodness  of  her  cause, 
the  necessity  of  the  measure,  and  the  assurances  of  Con- 
gress that  there  should  be  a  day  of  e(iual  retribution. 

The  enemy  were  then  advantageously  posted  for  the  pur- 
pose of  extending  their  depredations  hy  land,  and  still 
better  situated  to  annoy  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States.  With  a  view  to  prevent  these  evils,  this  Com- 
monwealth engaged  in  the  undertaking,  which  Congress, 
she  then  believed,  would  have  readily  recommended,  had 
not  their  attention  at  that  time  been  draAvn  to  other  and 
more  important  scenes,  the  operations  of  the  enemy  in 
the  other  States.  As  the  States  were  all  interested  in  this 
expedition.  Congress  will  not  let  the  whole  burden  of  it 
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fall  an  intolerable  load  on  those  who  generously  engaged 
in  it,  because  in  the  chance  of  war  it  proved  unfortunate. 

This  expence,  added  to  the  large  bounties  allowed  and 
given  by  this  State  in  recruiting  that  army  that  fought  in 
defence  of  the  whole,  is  a  source  of  great  uneasiness. 
For  the  Commissioner  for  settling  the  accounts  of  this 
Commonwealth  with  the  United  States,  not  thinking  him- 
self authorized  by  the  resolves  of  Congress  and  by  his 
instructions  to  allow  those  bounties,  and  consequently  in 
his  settlements  taking  no  notice  of  them,  excites  the  fears 
and  apprehensions  of  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth 
that  this  is  to  be  another  source  of  inequality.  This  con- 
struction of  the  resolves,  and  these  proceedings,  create 
the  greater  dissatisfaction  in  their  minds,  as  they  are  con- 
trary to  what  the}^  and  their  legislature  ever  supposed  to 
be  the  spirit  and  meaning  of  them,  and  of  all  their  federal 
engagements  of  this  general  extent :  For  in  all  matters 
of  w'ar  and  peace,  and  other  general  concerns,  these  United 
States  ought  to  be  considered  as  one  compact  nation, 
engaged  in  one  common  cause,  and  every  part  and  indi- 
vidual of  it  to  be  rewarded  as  far  as  practicable,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  service  performed. 

This  Commonwealth  would.  Sir,  not  only  call  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress  to  the  large  proportion  of  troops  fur- 
nished by  this  State,  but  to  the  large  bounties  they  were 
obliged  to  give  because  many  of  their  subjects  were  en- 
gaged on  the  seas  in  the  common  cause,  and  because  a 
large  proportion  of  them  were  constantly  employed  in  the 
land  service  of  the  Continent. 

This  Commonwealth,  Sir,  on  these  considerations,  and 
many  more  that  might  here  be  recited,  do  think  it  just  and 
equitable,  their  just  right  and  claim,  that  the  Commissioner 
appointed  for  the  purposes  above  mentioned,  should,  in 
settling  with  this  State,  have  more  explicit  instructions  to 
allow  the  several  bounties  given  by  it  in  recruiting  the 
army,  as  a  charge  against  the  United  States. 

To  his  Excellency  the  President  of  Congress. 

Chapter  100. 

chan  100  instructions  to  the  delegates  representing  this  com- 
^'  monwealth  in  congress. 

Gentlemen, 

Although  the  delegation  of  power  necessarily  implies  a 
confidence    equal    to    a   right  exercise  of  the   same,   and 
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although  the  legishiture  of  this  Commonwealth  have  a 
reliance  on  your  faithful  and  unremitting  services,  as  great 
as  3'our  trust  is  dignified  and  important,  yet  we  think  it  a 
duty  to  ourselves  and  our  constituents  ever  to  communi- 
cate to  our  Representatives  in  Congress,  what  we  suppose 
may  conduce  to  promote  the  liberties  and  happiness  of 
America,  and  what  you,  as  acting  in  our  behalf,  are  under 
indispensible  obligation  to  make  the  line  of  your  conduct. 

When  the  })ublic  attention  was  solely  engrossed  in  the 
late  war,  for  the  estal)lishment  of  the  liberties  and  inde- 
pendence of  these  States,  it  can  be  matter  of  no  surprize, 
that  we  were  less  careful  to  avoid  any  evils  which  con- 
cerned the  internal  police  thereof,  than  we  were  to  resist 
the  invasions  of  a  foreign  enemy,  for  to  have  pursued  the 
one  to  the  neglect  of  the  other,  would  have  been  grasping 
at  the  shadow  and  relinquishing  the  substance  ;  but  at  a 
time  when  that  nation  which  threatned  our  very  existence, 
has  become  weary  of  its  pursuits,  and  we  rest  in  quiet 
possession  of  the  indej^endeuce  we  have  so  arduously  con- 
tended for,  not  to  examine  minutely  the  principles  upon 
which  we  are  acting,  would  be  evidencing  to  the  world* 
that  we  have  made  unparallel'd  exertions  for  the  attain- 
ment of  the  greatest  object ;  but  having  attained  it,  we 
have  not  virtue  and  wisdom  to  improve  it. 

Under  these  considerations,  the  General  Court,  in  the 
present  session  have  looked  into  the  estimate  of  the 
national  debt,  the  expenditure  of  public  money,  the  great 
and  insupportable  burthens  of  this  State,  from  a  delay  of 
the  other  States  to  redeem  their  proportion  of  the  old 
emission  currency,  and  the  neglect  of  Congress  in  not 
passing  the  expence  of  the  Penobscot  expedition  to  the 
national  account,  and  have  made  proper  representations, 
accompanied  herewith,  relative  thereto. 

Besides  the  foregoing  representations  immediately  made 
to  Congress,  to  which  you  will  pay  a  serious  attention,  we 
sub  join  for  your  government  the  folloioing  instructions  : 

That  you  use  3^our  unremitting  endeavours  to  have  the 
office  of  Superintendant  of  Finance  abolished,  and  a  Board 
of  Treasury,  consisting  of  three  persons,  annually  chosen 
from  different  States,  with  proper  powers,  instituted  in  its 
stead  ;  for  history  invariably  evinces,  that  the  public  rev- 
enue naturally  begets  influence  to  the  person  to  whom  the 
disposal  of  it  is  committed  ;  and  it  must  be  our  wisdom 
to  diminish  that  bane  of  all  free  governments,  by  placing 
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it  in  such  a  manner  as  to  have  the  least  possible  effect. 
However  pressing  and  justifiable  the  reasons  might  have 
been  for  instituting  the  office  of  Superintendant  of  Finance, 
and  intrusting  such  extensive  powers  thereto  ;  or  however 
faithfully  and  impartially  they  may  have  been  exercised, 
we  conceive  such  reasons  do  now  cease,  and  in  a  time  of 
general  tranquility  cannot  operate  for  its  continuance.  If 
you  should  fail  in  your  application  for  the  abolition  of  that 
office,  you  are  liy  all  means  to  endeavour  to  procure  an 
abridgement  of  its  powers,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  great 
controul  over  public  officers,  and  in  the  settlement  of  pub- 
lic accounts. 

You  are  always  to  oppose  the  expenditure  of  any  part 
of  the  public  revenue  for  purposes  difterent  from  those  to 
which  it  was  particularly  appropriated. 

The  difficulties  which  occur  in  our  deliberations  on  Con- 
tinental concerns,  arise  in  a  great  measure  from  our  igno- 
rance of  the  state  of  facts.  The  natural  and  constitutional 
channel  of  information  must  be  through  our  Representa- 
tives in  Congress  ;  and  in  order  to  obtain  this  necessary 
intelligence,  you  are  instructed  to  write  an  official  letter 
to  the  Governor  once  in  every  fortnight,  and  inform  him 
of  every  transaction,  and  every  matter  in  contemplation, 
which  you  may  conceive  expedient  for  this  legislature  to 
be  acquainted  with,  in  order  that  the  same  be  laid  before 
the  General  Court. 

To  Elbridge  Gerry,  Esq;  and  others^  Delegates  in  Con- 
gress from  this  Commonwealth. 


Chapter  101. 


ChaiJ.lOl 


RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  SUSPEND  ISSUING 
HIS  EXECUTIONS  AGAINST  ANY  OF  THE  TOWNS  AND  PLAN- 
TATIONS IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  LIXCOLX,  FOR  NOT  PROCURING 
BEEF,  FOR  THREE  MONTHS. 

Whereas  it  is  represented  to  this  Court,  that  many  towns 
and  plantations  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  have  delivered  to 
the  superintendant  appointed  to  receive  it  in  that  county,  a 
considerable  part  of  the  quota  <f  beef  required  of  them  hy 
the  several  resolves  of  the  General  Court  for  procuring  beef 
for  the  use  of  the  army;  but  from  an  ignorance  of  their 
duty  in  that  respect,  have  neglected  to  make  returns  of  the 
quantities  of  beef  by  them  respectively  delivered  as  afore- 
said, by  ichich  nieans  such  toivns  and  plantations  are  now 
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subject  to  execution  for  much  larger  sutns  than  are  in  fact 
due  from  them  to  the  jiuhJic:  For  the  prevention  whereof, 
and  in  order  that  such  toiims  and  plantations  may  have  an 
opportunity  of  maMng  proper  returns  of  the  quantities  of 
beef  by  them  respectively  supplied  as  aforesaid, 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  is  hereby  directed,  to  suspend  issuing  executions 
against  any  of  the  towns  and  phmtations  in  the  aforesaid 
county  for  the  sums  respectively  assessed  upon  them,  in 
consequence  of  their  not  having  procured  the  beef  respec- 
tively required  of  them  by  the  aforesaid  several  resolves, 
for  the  term  of  three  months  from  the  passing  this  resolve, 
any  resolve  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

October  28,  1783. 

Chapter   102. 

RESOLVE  RELATIVE  TO  THE  UNAPPROPRIATED  LANDS  WITHIN  CkaV'^O^ 
THE     THREE     EASTERN     COUNTIES,     DIRECTING     THE     COM-  ^' 

MITTEE  APPOINTED  MAT  FIRST,  1781,  IN  THIS  CASE,  AND 
CHOOSING  A  COMMITTEE  TO  REPAIR  TO  THE  COUNTY  OF 
LISCOLX,  TO   EXECUTE   CERTAIN  BUSINESS. 

Whereas  the  committee  who  tvere  appointed  by  a  resolve 
of  the  General  Court,  of  May  frst,  17 81,  for  examining 
into  all  trespasses  and  illegal  entries  on  the  unappropriated 
lands  belonging  to  this  Commonivealth ,  cannot  execute  the 
business  that  may  arise  in  all  the  eastern  counties,  with 
necessary  dispatch:  It  is  the  opinion  of  your  committee, 
that  the  last  mentioned  committee  be  excused  from  attending 
to  any  concerns  that  may  fall  within  their  commission  in 
the  county  o/' Lincoln,  and  tJial  a  committee  be  appointed 
specially  for  the  said  county  of  Lincoln,  to  do  and  execute 
all  that  in  the  said  county,  which  the  committee  appointed 
by  the  resolve  aforesaid  were  impowered  to  do  and  execute 
in  the  said  county  of  Lincoln  :  Your  committee  therefore 
report  tlie  following  resolves,  viz. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  by  a  resolve  of 
the  General  Court,  of  May  the  first,  1781,  for  examining 
into  all  trespasses  and  illegal  entries  on  the  unappropriated 
lands  belonging  to  this  Commonwealth,  be  enjoined  to 
compleat,  without  delay,  in  the  counties  of  York  and  Cum- 
berland, the  business  assigned  them  by  said  resolve,  and 
one  other  resolve  of  June  the  eleventh,  1783  ;  and  the  said 
committee  be,  and  they  are  hereby  directed,  to  lay  out  one 
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or  more  townships  in  the  county  of  Cumherland,  if  they 
shall  judge  it  expedient,  and  make  report  of  ihe  same  at . 
the  next  session  of  the  General  Court. 

Resolved,  That  the  aforesaid  committee  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  discharged  of  any  further  execution  of  their  com- 
mission in  the  said  county  o{  Lincoln,  and  no  further. 

He-solved,  That  a  committee,  to  consist  of  three  persons, 
be  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  doing  and  executing  all 
that  in  the  said  county  of  Lincoln,  or  relating  thereto, 
which  a  committee  appointed  by  a  resolve  of  the  General 
Court  of  Mat/  first,  1781,  were  impowered  to  do  and  to 
execute  therein,  or  relative  thereto  ;  and  that  the  committee 
now  appointed  be  vested  with  all  the  powers  and  authori- 
ties, so  far  as  the  same  may  apply  to  the  county  of  Lin- 
coln, that  the  said  committee  of  3Iay  first,  1781,  were 
vested  with,  reference  thereto  being  had. 

Resolved,  That  one  or  more  of  the  committee  appointed 
by  the  aforegoing  resolve,  repair  immediately  to  the  said 
county  oi  Lincoln,  to  enquire  into  the  trespasses,  illegal 
entries,  possessions  and  encroachments  taken  or  made  by 
any  person  or  persons,  or  by  any  body  or  bodies  of  men  ; 
also  to  enquire  into  the  state  and  condition  of  such  town- 
ships or  lands  as  have  been  granted  or  sold  either  by  the 
late  province  of  the  3Iassachusetts  Bay,  ov  since  the  year 
1775  ;  how  far  the  grantees  or  vendees  have  complied  with 
the  conditions  of  the  grant  or  sale,  and  whether  the  quan- 
tity by  them  taken  in,  exceed  the  quantity  granted  .or  sold  ; 
and  also  to  enquire  into  and  ascertain  the  limits  of  the  land 
allowed  the  Indians  for  huntinij  o-round  :  and  also  to  con- 
sider  the  expediency  and  advantage  of  laying  out  a  num- 
ber of  townships  on  the  eastern  part  of  the  said  county  of 
Lincoln,  bordering  on  the  river  iSt.  Croix,  or  in  any  other 
parts  of  the  said  county. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  committee,  as  well  as  the  com- 
mittee appointed  l)y  a  resolve  of  May  first,  1781,  hereto- 
fore mentioned,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  respectively 
directed,  to  consider  and  report  what  lands  it  may  be 
necessary  to  reserve  for  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth,  for 
timber  and  other  public  uses,  in  the  counties  for  which 
they  are  respectively  appointed  ;  and  in  like  manner  to 
make  report  of  their  other  proceedings  at  each  session  of 
the  General  Court  (and  if  possible  at  the  beginning  of, 
each  session)  until  the  said  committees  shall  have  accom- 
plished the  l)usiness  assigned  them.     And  the  said  com- 
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mittees  arc  directed  to  lay  their  accounts  before  the  General 
Court,  from  time  to  time,  for  allowance  and  payment. 

And  the  Secretary  is  directed  to  furnish  each  of  the  said 
committees  with  a  copy  of  these  resolves. 

October  28,  1783. 


Chapter  103. 

RESOLVE  APPOINTING  A  COMMITTEE  FOR  ASCERTAINING  THE 
DIVIDING  LINK  BETWEEN  THE  UNAPPROPRIATED  LANDS 
LYING  TO  THE  WESTWARD  OF  HUDSON'S  RIVER,  TO  BE 
JOINED  BY  COMMISSIONERS  FROM  THE  STATE  OF  NEW 
YORK. 

W/iereas  (he  Ilonoirrble  Timothy  Damehon,  Caleb  Strong 
and  Samuel  Phillips,  Jiiu.  Esc/rs.  were,  on  the  'ilth  of 
October  instant,  chosen  commissioners ,  by  the  joint  ballot 
of  both  Houses  of  thelegislature,  on  behalf  of  this  Common- 
wealth, to  join  with  such  commissioners  as  may  or  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York,  in 
precisely  ascertaining  the  dividing  line  betiveen  the  unap- 
pro2)riated  lands  lying  icestivard  of  Hudson's  River,  aiid 
belonging  to  this  Commonwealth  and  the  said  State  of^ew 
York  : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor 
be,  and  he  hereby  is  requested,  to  commission  the  persons 
aforesaid  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  resolve  for  appoint- 
ing such  commissioners,  and  to  inform  the  Governor  of 
yeiv  York  of  the  proceedings  of  this  government  relative 
to  the  ascertaining  of  the  boundaries  aforesaid. 

October  28,1783. 

Chapter  104. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  STEPHEN  DAVIS,  TO  NOTIFY 
THE  ADVERSE  PARTY  TO  SHEW  CAUSE,  &c.  AND  STAYING 
EXECUTIONS  IN  THE  MEAN  TIME. 

On  the  petition  of  Stephen  Davis  and  others,  praying 
for  a  new  trial  in  tJie  case  tvherein  Beriah  Tree  was  plain- 
tiff againxt  them,  before  the  last  Supreme  Judicial  Court 
held  in  the  county  of  Berkshire,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  the 
said  petition,  and  that  in  the  mean  time  execution  may  be 
stayed  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  thereof  be  so  far  granted, 
as  that  the  adverse  party  be  notified  to  appear  and  shew 
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cause  (if  any  he  has)  why  the  prayer  thereof  should  not 
be  granted,  on  the  third  Wednesday  of  the  next  sitting  of 
the  General  Court,  and  that  execution  be  stayed  in  the 
mean  time  accordingly  ;  and  that  the  said  Davis  be,  and 
he  hereby  is  directed,  to  serve  the  said  Beriah  Tree  with 
an  attested  copy  of  the  said  petition,  and  this  resolve, 
thirty  days  at  least  previous  to  the  said  day. 

October  28,1783. 

Chapter  105. 

ChaT)  105  ^  GRANT    OF    THIRTY-SIX     POUNDS     TO    ROBERT    MILLER,   A 
-^*  PENSIONER,  TO  21st  JANUARY,  1783. 

On  the  petition  of  ^ohert  Miller,  setting  forth  that  he 
lost  an  arm  in  the  siege  at  Louisburg,  in  the  year  1745, 
while  in  the  service  of  this  tlien  Province,  for  which  loss  a 
pension  q/'nine  pounds  ivas  granted  him  by  this  government, 
and  that  he  has  received  no  part  thereof  since  March,  in  the 
year  1779,  and  then  receivedonly  fifty  pounds ^;rtpe?'  money, 
and  praying  he  may  he  paid  the  full  of  said  pension  for 
four  years,  and  allowed  for  the  depreciation  of  the  paper 
money : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  as  that  he  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  public 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  the  sum  of  thirty-six 
pounds,  in  full  of  his  pension  to  the  twenty-first  day  of 
January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three. 

October  28,  1783. 


Chapter  106. 

Chart  lOfi  i^ESOLVE  directing  the  treasurer  to  take  monies  aris- 

^  ing  from  vendues,  to   pay  the  members  of   court, 

and  to  replace  the  same  from  the  last  state  tax. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  is  hereby  impowered  and  directed,  to  take  of  the 
monies  arising  from  vendues,  and  other  money  he  may 
have  now  in  the  treasury,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the 
members  of  the  General  Court,  severally,  two-thirds  of 
their  travel  and  attendance  the  present  session,  and  replace 
the  same  out  of  the  last  State  tax,  as  soon  as  may  be,  any 
resolve  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

October  28,  1 783. 
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Chapter  107. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JONAS  TEMPLE,  IN  BEHALF 
OF  THE  TOWN  OF  SHREIVSBURT,  DIRECTING  THE  TREAS- 
URER TO  STAY   EXECUTION  AGAINST  SAID   TOWN  UNTIL. 

0)1  tJie petition  of  Jonas  Temple,  in  behalf  of  the  toum 
of  Shvewshnry ,  prai/i))g  that  they  may  he  relieved  from  the 
execution  which  they  are  exposed  to,  for  not  procuring  their 
quota  ofJ)eef,for  reations  set  forth  in  his  petition: 

liesoJved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  as  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  is  hereby  directed,  to  stay  the  execution  from  the 
town  of  Shreirsbury  until  the  second  Tuesday  of  the  next 
sitting  of  the  General  Court,  so  that  they  may  be  enabled 
to  obtain  Jacob  Davis,  Esq  ;  his  receipts,  as  set  forth  in 
the  said  petition.  •  October  28,  17S3. 


Chapter  108. 

RESOLVE  REQUESTING  THE  GOVERNOR  TO  TAKE  MEASURES 
FOR  PROCURING  AN  ORDER  UPON  JAMES  LOVELL,  ESQ;  TO 
PAY  FOUR  THOUSAXD  SIX  HUNDRED  AND  TEX  POUXDS, 
BEING  A  BALANCE  DUE  UPON  A  NOTE  OF  HAND  IN  HIS 
EXCELLENCY'S  POSSESSION,  GIVEN  BY  MICHAEL  HILLEGAS, 
ESQ; 

Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be,  and 
hereby  is  requested,  to  take  such  steps  as  he  shall  think 
proper,  for  procuring  an  order  upon  James  Lovell,  Esq  ; 
to  pay  out  of  the  second  moiety  of  the  Continental  tax, 
now  collecting,  the  sum  oifour  thousand  six  Jiundred  and 
ten  pounds,  being  the  balance  due  upon  a  note  of  hand 
given  by  Michael  Ilillegas,  Esq  ;  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  to  him,  in  behalf  of  this  Commonwealth,  bearing 
date  the  sixteenth  day  o^  Ajiril,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy-six,  and  now  in  his  possession  ;  and  as 
the  said  note  was  payable  on  demand,  and  not  intended  to 
remain  unpaid  but  a  short  space  of  time,  to  use  his  endeav- 
ouis  likewise  that  interest  be  allowed  upon  the  said  bal- 
ance, from  the  date  of  the  said  note. 

And  he  is  further  requested,  upon  the  receipt  of  the 
said  order,  to  transfer  the  said  note  to  the  Treasurer  of 
this  Commonwealth,  taking  his  receipt  therefor,  and  lodg- 
ing the  same  in  the  Secretary's  oiBce. 

October  28,  1783. 
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Chapter  109. 

ChaV'^09  RESOLVE  ON  the  petition  of  the  selectmen  of  grben- 

^'  WICH,  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  ABATE  A  FINE   SET 

AGAINST  SAID  TOWN. 

On  the  petition  of  the  selectmen  of  the  toivn  of  Greenwich, 
jpraying  Jor  an  abatement  of  a  fine  laid  on  said  toion  in  the 
last  tax  act,  for  a  deficiency  of  six  men  to  serve  in  the  Con- 
tinental army  for  the  term  of  three  years:  And  wJiereas  it 
appears  to  this  Court,  that  the  said  toivn  of  Greenwich  did 
actualhj  procure  their  full  quota  of  the  said  requisition: 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  here- 
by is  directed,  to  credit  the  said  town  of  Greemvich  the 
sum  of  tivelve  hundred  eighty  four  pounds  and  fifteen  shil- 
lings, in  full  for  the  fine  and  average  price  of  the  said  men, 
in  the  last  State  tax.  October  28,  1783. 


RESOLVES 


GENERAL   COURT   OF    THE    COMMONWEALTH 
OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

BEGUN  AND  HELD  AT  BOSTON,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF 
SUFFOLK,  ON  WEDNESDAY,  THE  TWENTY-EIGHTH  DAY 
OF  MAY,  ANNO  DOMINI,  1783;  AND  FROM  THENCE 
CONTINUED,  BY  ADJOURNMENT  AND  PROROGATION,  TO 
WEDNESDAY,  THE  TWENTY-FIRST  DAY  OF  JANUABY, 
1784. 


1783.  —  January  Session. 
Chapter  1. 

RESOLVE   GIVING  DAY    TO    ALL    BILLS,    RESOLVES,  &c.    WHICH    HJ^q^     1 
WERE  TO  HAVE  DAY   THE    PRESENT    SESSIONS.  \jnujJ, 

Resolved,  That  all  bills,  petitions  and  other  matters, 
which  had  day  in  the  last  session  of  the  General  Court, 
be,  and  they  hereby  are  revived,  and  shall  have  day  accord- 
ingly, in  the  present  session  of  the  said  Court,  a  proroga- 
tion of  the  same  having  taken  place  notwithstanding. 

January  23,  1784. 

Chapter  3. 

A   GRANT   OF   THIRTY  POUNDS  TO   WILLIAM  BAKER,  MESSEN-    HTj^,^     O 
GER  OF  THE   GENERAL  COURT,  TO   PURCHASE    FUEL,    &c.         ^'''^P'  ^ 

Itesolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury, 
to  Mr.  William  Baker,  messenger  of  the  General  Court, 
t] I  irty  pounds,  to  enable  him  to  purchase  fuel  and  candles 
for  the  use  of  the  General  Court,  during  their  present  ses- 
sion, he  to  be  accountable  for  the  same. 

January  24,  1784. 
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Chapter  3. 

ChaV     3      I^ESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  BARNABAS  BRIGHAM,    EMPOW- 
-^  '  ERING  THE   SUPREME    JUDICIAL    COURT,     AT    THEIR    NEXT 

SESSION   IN     AND     FOR    THE    COUNTY     OF     WORCESTEIt,   TO 
TAKE   COGNIZANCE  OF  THE   ACTION   MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Barnabas  Brigham,  prayinfi  that  he 
may  have  liberty  to  enter  a  complaint  at  the  Supreme  Judi- 
cial Court  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  against  James 
Nichols,  for  his  failing  to  prosecute  an  appeal  hy  him  made 
from  a  judgment  rendered  hy  tlte  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
held  at  Worcester,  in  and  for  the  said  county  of  Worcester, 
on  the  last  Tuesday  of  March  last,  in  favour  of  the  said 
Hi'igham,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  said  petition  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, at  their  next  session  in  and  for  the  county  of 
Worcester,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  authorized  and  empow- 
ered, to  take  cognizance  of  the  said  action,  and  that  the 
same  proceedings  may  be  had  thereon,  and  execution  issue, 
in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  said  complaint  had  been 
entered  at  the  said  Court,  at  their  session  in  and  for  the 
said  county,  in  April  last,  any  law  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. January  24,  1784. 


Chapter   4. 

ChaV     4  RESOLVE   ON  the   PETITION  OF  ISAAC  SMITH,   ESQ. 

On  the  j)etition  of  Isaac  Smith,  JJsq;  praying  that  a 
bond  given  by  him  to  the  Collector  of  excise  for  the  county 
of  Suffolk,  for  the  payment  of  duties  on  a  cargo  of  salt 
imported  from  Portugal,  and  consigned  to  him,  may  be 
caricelled  : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Isaac  Smith  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by discharged  from  the  payment  of  any  duty  on  the  salt 
mentioned  in  his  petition,  and  that  the  Collector  of  excise 
for  the  county  of  Suffolk,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed, 
to  cancel  the  bond  given  by  the  said  Smith  for  that  pur- 
pose, it  not  being  the  intent  of  the  Legislature  that  salt 
should  be  included  among  the  articles  subject  to  a  duty. 

January  24,  1784. 
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Chapter  5. 

GRANT   OF    SIX   THOUSAND  POUXDS  TO   THE    COMMITTEE    ON  (JJiap,    5 

ACCOUNTS.  ■'■  ' 

liesolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 
Commomvealth,  six  thousand  pounds ,  to  the  committee  on 
accounts,  to  enable  them  to  pay  such  accounts  as  havq  been 
or  may  be  b}^  them  examined  and  allowed,  they  to  be 
accountable  f9r  the  expenditure  of  the  same. 

January  26,  1784. 

Chapter  6. 

RESOLVE  FOR  THE  PAYMENT  OF  THE  ACCOUNTS  OF  THE  COM-  (JJi(ir>     6 
MITTEE  FOR  REPAIRING  THE  LIGHT  HOUSE  ON   THATCHER'S  ^' 

ISLAND. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  eighty-four 
2)ounds,  six  shillings  and  one  j^^miy  half  penny,  be  paid 
out  of  the  public  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  Peter 
Coffin  and  Samuel  Whittemore,  Esq ;  in  full  for  their 
accounts  of  repairs  on  the  light  house  on  Thatchers  Island, 
agreeable  to  an  order  of  the  General  Assembly  the  last 
session.  January  26,  1784. 

Chapter  7. 

RESOLVE    ON    THE    PETITION     OF     JOSEPH     HAMILTON,    AND  (Jhaj)'    7 
OTHERS,   SELECTMEN  OF  THE    TOWN    OF    PELHAM,    REMIT-  ■^' 

TING  A  FINE   LAID   ON   SAID  TOWN. 

On  the  petition  of  Joseph  Hamilton,  aiid  others,  select- 
men of  the  town  of  Fe\ham, 2)raying  that  a  fine  laid  on  said 
toivn  of  Pelham,/b>'  not  sending  a  Representative  to  the 
General  Court  in  the  year  1782,  inay  he  abated,  for  reasons 
set  forth  in  the  said  pietit  ion: 

Resolved,  That  the  fine  mentioned  in  the  said  petition 
be,'and  hereby  is  remitted  ;  and  the  Treasurer  of  this  Com- 
monwealth be,  and  he  is  hereby  accordingly  directed,  to 
credit  the  said  town  of  Pelham  on  the  last  State  tax,  of 
March,  1783,  in  which  the  said  fine  was  laid,  the  sum  of 
tv:enty  pounds  eight  shillings  and  four  pence,  in  full  of  the 
said  tine.  February  2,  1784. 
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Chapter  8. 
Chan.     8  resolve  granting  a  tax  of  three  hundred  and  fifty 

^  '  POUNDS,  TO    BE    ASSESSED    ON    THE    INHABITANTS  OF    THE 

COUNTY    OF    HAMPSHIRE,    FOR    DEFRAYING    THE    CHARGES 
OF   SAID   COUNTY. 

Whereas  if  appears,  from  an  estimate  of  the  Justices  of 
the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the  county 
o/"  Hampshire,  made  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  November, 
17^3,  that  the  sum  o/" three  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  will 
he  necessary  for  defraying  the  charges  of  the  said  county 
for  one  year  then  next  ensuing : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  there  be,  and  hereby  is  granted, 
a  tax  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  to  be  apportioned 
and  assessed  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  county,  and 
estates  hiying  within  the  same,  and  collected,  paid  and 
applied  for  the  use  of  the  said  county,  according  to  the 
laws  of  the  Commonwealth.  January  28,  1784. 

Chapter  9. 

Chan      9  resolve  granting  a  tax  of  three  hundred   pounds, 

^  '       '  TO   BE   ASSESSED    ON    THE    INHABITANTS    OF    THE    COUNTY 

OF  YORK,  FOR  DEFRAYING  THE  CHARGES  OF  SAID   COUNTY. 

Whereas  it  appears,  from  an  estimate  of  the  Justices  of 
the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the  county 
of  YovXs.,  made  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  October,  1783, 
tJiat  the  sum  q/"  three  hundred  pounds  loill  he  necessary  for 
defraying  the  charges  of  the  said  county ,  for  one  year  then 
next  ensuing : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  there  be,  and  hereby  is  granted, 
a  tax  of  tJiree  hundred  pounds,  to  be  apportioned  and 
assessed  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  county,  and  estates 
laying  within  the  same,  and  be  collected,  paid  and  applied 
for  the  use  of  the  said  county,  according  to  the  laws  of 
the  Commonwealth.  January  28,  1784, 

Chapter  10. 

ChaV      10  RESOLVE     ON    THE     MEMORIAL    OF     RICHARD    DEVENS,     ESQ; 

^  '  DIRECTING   THE    COMMITTEE    APPOINTED   TO    EXAMINE    HIS 

ACCOUNTS,  TO  ALLOW  CUSTOMARY  W^ASTAGE  OF  PROVISIONS. 

On  the  memorial  of  Richard  Devens,  Esq  ;  Commissary 
General  : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  and 
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settle  the  accounts  of  RicJiard  Deven/i,  Esq  ;  Commissary 
General,  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  to  make 
such  allowances  for  wastage  on  the  articles  of  provisions 
delivered  in  small  quantities  b}'  the  said  Commissary  Gen- 
eral, as  is  customary  in  such  case,  in  order  that  the  accounts 
may  be  adjusted,  and  the  balance  struck  between  the  said 
Commissary  General  and  this  Commonwealth. 

January  28,  1784. 


Chapter  11. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITIOX  OF   ISAAC  STEARXS,  AND  OTHERS,  (Jhnj)     H 
PROPRIETORS  OF  THE  PLANTATION  CALLED  SEW  SUXCOOK,  J- 

ALLOWING   THE    PROPRIETORS    A    FURTHER    TIME    TO    COM- 
PLEAT  THEIR  SETTLEMENT. 

On  tJie ijetition  o/" Isaac  Stearns,  and  oihei^s,  proprietors 
of  (he plantation  called  'Sew  Suncook,  setting  forth,  that 
the  time  limited  for  settling  tJiirty  families  in  the  said  town- 
ship, b}/  a  resolve  of  the  General  Court  passed  on  the  \?>th 
cZay  of  April.  1779,  is  near  expired,  praying  thattheij  may 
have  a  farther  time  allowed  them  to  compleat  the  settlement 
of  the  numher  of  families  required  hy  the  grant  of  the 
said  township,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  their  petition  : 

Resolved,  That  there  be,  and  hereby  is  allowed,  to  the 
proprietors  of  the  township  called  JSFeiv  Suncook,  lying  on 
the  eastern  side  of  Saco  River,  the  further  time  of  three 
years,  from  the  last  of  February  next,  to  compleat  the  set- 
tlement of  the  number  of  families  required  by  the  grant  of 
the  said  township,  any  law  or  resolve  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. January  29,  1784. 

Chapter   1'^. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  A  NUMBER  OF  INHABITANTS 
OF  THE  T0^^'^'  of  ROXBURT,  empowering  the  SELECT- 
MEN OF  SAID  TOWN  TO  APPOINT  A  NUMBER  OF  ENGINE 
MEN.  AND  ENTITLING  THEM  TO  THE  SAME  PRIVILEGES  AS 
THOSE   IN  THE   TOWN   OF   BOSTOX. 

On  the  petition  rf  a  number  of  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Roxbury  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  selectmen  of  the  said  town  of  Roxbury  be, 
and  hereby  are  empowered,  to  appoint  a  number  of  engine 
men,  not  exceedinir  seventeen,  who  shall   be   entitled  to 
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the  same  privileges  and  exemptions,  and  subject  to  the 
same  regulations,  to  which  engine  men  are  subjected  in  the 
town  of  Boston.  January  29,  1784. 

Chapter  13. 

ChaV.    13  I^ESOLVE  ENTITLING    JOEL    BULLARD,    A    SOLDIER,    TO    ONE- 
-^'  THIRD   TAY,   FROM  JANUARY,   1776,   TILL  FURTHER    ORDER. 

On  the  )-P2)resentatio))  of  John  Lucas,  ^.s-^^;  Co/itmi'ssar// 
of  Pensioner's,  in  behatf  of  Joel  BuUard,  a  soldier  in  Copt. 
John  Black's  company,  in  Gol.  Jonathan  Brewer's  retji- 
ment,  vJio  icas  icounded  on  the  seventeenth  day  of  June, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Joel  BuUard  be  intitled  to  one- 
third  part  of  pay  as  a  soldier,  from  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary, one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six,  till 
the  further  order  of  the  General  Court,  or  Congress. 

January  30,  17S4. 


Chap 


Chapter  14. 

-1A   RESOLVE    ON     THE     PETITION     OF     BENJAMIN     GOODRIDGE, 
*  DIRECTING  THE  JUDGE   OF   PROBATE    FOR  THE   COUNTY   OF 

WORCESTER,  TO  GRANT  HIS  WARRANT  TO  THE  COMMIS- 
SIONERS FOR  SETTLING  THE  ESTATE  OF  AARON  WILLARD, 
TO  CONTINUE   THE  BUSINESS  OF  THAT  APPOINTMENT. 

On  the  petition  q/*  Benjamin  Goodridge  : 
Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  that  there  are  several 
claims  against  the  estate  of  Aavou  Willard,  ^sq;  late  of 
Lunenburg,  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  deceased,  tJiat  were 
not  exhibited  to  the  Commissioners  app)ointed  for  examin- 
ing and  cdloiving  the  claims  of  the  creditors  to  the  said 
estate,  until  their  term  was  expired;  and  just  dues  from  the 
said  estate  are  liable  to  be  lost,  if  a  further  time  for  exhibit- 
inrf  claims  be  not  permitted,  for  reasons  therefor: 

Resolved,  That  the  Judge  of  Probate  of  AVills,  &c.  for 
the  county  of  Worcester,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized, 
to  allow  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  examine  the 
claims  on  the  said  estate,  the  further  time  of  one  month 
for  the  purpose  aforesaid  (at  the  expence  of  those  credit- 
ors that  may  exhibit  their  claims  within  the  term  last  men- 
tioned, any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

January  31,  1784. 


1783.  —  January  Session.  811 

Chapter  15. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE    PETITION     OF  JO//.V   TORREY.  ChaV-    15 

On  tJte  j^etition  of  John  Torrey  : 

Resolved,  That  George  Fediem,  niimed  in  the  petition, 
be  notified  by  the  petitioner,  by  serving  him  with  a  copy 
of  his  said  Torrey' s  [)etition,  and  this  order  of  Court 
thereon,  three  weeks  before  the  next  sitting  of  the  Gen- 
eral Court,  to  shew  cause,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  the 
said  Court's  sitting,  why  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition 
should  not  be  granted  ;  and  that  in  the  meantime  the  alias 
execution  on  the  judgment  therein  recited,  and  all  further 
process  thereon,  be  stayed  and  suspended. 

January  31 ,  1 784. 

Chapter  15  a.* 

RESOLVE   RESPECTING    THE    ARTILLERY    AND    THE    GARRISON  (JJ^       15  A 
AT   PESOBSCOT  AND  REQUESTING  THE  GOVERNOR  TO   GIVE 
ORDERS   FOR  SECURING  PUBLIC   STORES. 

^]^ter€as  it  is  necessanj  thai  measures  should  he  iimne- 
dialehj  taken  for  securim/  the  puhUc  jproperty  at  the  post  at 
Penobscot,  of  late  occujjied  by  the  British  Troops.- 

It  is  therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be,  and  he 
hereby  is  requested  forthwith,  to  give  orders  to  some  offi- 
cer in  the  County  oi  Lincoln,  to  repair  to  the  post  afore- 
said and  to  take  into  his  Custody  all  such  public  property 
as  he  shall  find  there,  or  thereabouts,  to  take  an  exact  list 
of  all  such  property  and  make  return  of  the  same  to  the 
Governor.  —  And  also  to  give  order  for  detaching  such  a 
number  of  the  militia  in  the  said  County  (if  any  may  be 
necessary)  as  shall  be  sufficient  to  carry  this  resolve  into 
execution. 

Resolved,  further,  that  the  officer  who  shall  be  appointed 
for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  shall  have  allowance  made  by 
the  General  Court  for  his  services  and  those  of  his  assist- 
ants. February  2,  1784. 

Chapter  16. 

RESOLVE  ON   THE  PETITION  OF  THE  SELECTMEN  OF  THE  TOWN  QJiart     16 
OF  SEW  SALEM,  REMITTING  A  FINE  LAID  ON  SAID  TOWN.  ^  ' 

On  the  petition  of  the  selectmen  of  the  toivn  of  New 
Salem,  in  the  county  o/' Hampshire, 7;7*rtymr/  that  they  may 

*  Not  printed  in  Session  pamphlet. 
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he  eased  of  a  fine  set  upon  the  said  town  in  the  last  tax-act, 
for  not  sending  a  Representative: 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  tivenfi/ pounds  thirteen  shil- 
lings, one  half  part  of  a  fine  set  upon  the  town  of  JSFew 
Salem  in  the  county  of  Hampshire,  by  the  General  Court, 
in  the  last  tax  act,  for  not  sending  a  Representative,  be, 
and  hereby  is  remitted  to  the  said  town  ;  and  the  Treasurer 
of  this  Commonwealth  is  hereby  directed  to  discount  with 
the  constable  of  New  Salem  aforesaid,  the  said  sum  of 
tiventy  jwunds  thirteen  shillings,  in  full  of  one  half  part 
of  the  fine  aforesaid.  February  2,  17 84. 


Chapter  17. 

CliaV     17  I^ESOLVE   ON   THE   PETITION   OF   BEZALEEL  TAFT,  IN   BEHALF 
^  *  ,  OF  THE  TOWN   OF    UXBRIDGE. 

On  the  p)etition  of  Bezaleel  Taft,  in  behalf  of  the  town 
of  Uxbridge  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
directed,  to  credit  the  town  of  Uxbridge  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  pounds  nine  shillings  and  six 
pence,  being  a  fine  laid  on  the  said  town  in  the  tax  assessed 
on  the  inhabitants  of  this  Commonwealth  in  March  last, 
for  being  deficient  one  man  in  their  quota  assigned  for  the 
Continental  army,  by  a  resolve  of  the  second  of  December, 
1780,  the  said  town  having  found  the  man  supposed  to  be 
deficient,  as  appears  by  a  certificate  of  the  Superintendaut 
for  the  county  of   Worcester.  February  2,  1784. 


Chapter  18. 


Chap. 
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RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE  SELECTMEN  OF  THE  TOWN 
OF  PEMBROKE,  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  CREDIT  SAID 
TOWN  FOR  A  FINE  LAID  ON  SAID  TOWN. 

On  the  petition  and  memorial  of  Seth  Hatch,  and  John 
Turner,  jun.  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Pembroke,  praying 
for  an  abatement  of  the  fine  laid  on  the  said  town  q/"  Pem- 
broke, for  their  not  returning  a  Representative  the  last 
year : 

Resolved,  That  the  pra3'er  of  the  said  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be,  and 
is  hereby  directed,  to  credit  the  said  town  of  Pembrol'e  on 
the  last  Commonwealth  tax,  the  sum  oi'  ti'-enty-tico  jwnnds 
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ten  s/n'Ui'nf/s,  it  ])cing  one  half  of  the  said  tine,  anj^  law  or 
resolve  to  the  contrary  notNvithstanding. 

February  3,  1784. 


Chapter  19. 


GIDEON  BAT7,   EXECUTOR  TO  ni.n^     IQ 
ARD  BURTOX,   DECEASED.  */  •    J- 


RESOLVE  OX  THE  PETITION   OF 
THE  TESTAMENT  OF   RICH 

On  the  petition  of  Gideon  Baty,  exedutor  to  the  testament 
of  Richard  Burton,  deceased,  iiraying  that  he  may  he 
enabled  to  discharge  himself  of  a  sunj.  of  money  in  his 
hands  in  his  said  capacity: 

Eesohed,  That  if  JoJin  Young,  mentioned  in  the  said 
petition,  or  any  other  person  having  a  demand  against  the 
said  Gideon,  in  his  capacity  aforesaid,  shall  not  within 
three  months  next  after  he  or  they  shall  be  personally 
served  with  an  attested  copy  of  the  aforegoing  petition, 
and  this  order  thereon,  bring  his  or  their  action  or  actions 
against  the  said  Gideon,  to  recover  the  same,  any  sum  of 
money  paid  by  the  said  Gideon  to  the  said  Mary  Burton, 
legatee  to  the  will  aforesaid,  shall  not  be  considered  as 
assets  in  the  hand  of  the  said  executor,  but  he  may  plead 
his  having  administered  the  said  sum  so  paid  to  the  said 
Mary,  in  bar  to  such  action  or  actions. 

February  3,  1784. 


Chapter  20. 

RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  COMMISSARY-GENERAL  TO  SUPPLY 
THE  LIGHT  HOUSE  AT  THE  ENTRANCE  OF  BOSTOX  HARBOUR, 
AND  THATCHER'S  ISLAND,  WITH  WOOD  AND  CANDLES,  AND 
LAY   HIS  ACCOUNT    BEFORE   THE   GOVERNOR  AND   COUNCIL. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissary  General  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  directed,  to  supply  the  keepers  of  the  lighthouses 
at  the  entrance  of  Boston  harbour  and  Thatcher's  Island, 
with  a  sufficient  quantity  of  wood  and  candles,  not  exceed- 
ing twelve  cords  of  wood,  and  thirty  pounds  of  candles 
each,  for  one  year,  and  present  his  account  for  the  cost 
thereof  to  the  Governor,  who,  with  advice  of  Council,  is 
hereby  requested  to  issue  his  warrant  for  the  same,  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  revenue  which  may  arise  from  the  light 
money.  February  3,  1784. 


Chaj?.  20 
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Chapter  21. 

Char>    21  i^esolye  authorizing  hugh  orr,  esq;  to  sell  the  air- 

■^  '  FURNACE   AT    BRIDGEWATER,  TOGETHER  WITH  THE  STOCK. 

Resolved,  That  Hurjh  Orr,  Esq  ;  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  and  directed,  to  sell  (either  at  public  or  private 
sale,  as  he  shall  judge  best)  the  air-furnace  and  blast-fur- 
nace belonging  to  this  Commonwealth,  at  jBridgeumter, 
together  with  all  the,land,  stock  and  appurtenances  thereto 
belono-inof,  and  sive  and  execute  a  good  and  lawful  deed 
or  deeds  of  the  same,  in  behalf  of  this  Commonwealth,  and 
pay  the  proceeds  th'ereof  into  the  treasury  of  this  Common- 
wealth, taking  duplicate  receipts  therefor,  one  of  which  he 
is  directed  to  lodge  in  the  Secretary's  office,  and  make 
report  to  the  General  Court  of  his  proceedings,  as  soon  as 
ma}^  be.  February  4,  1784, 

Chapter  22. 

ChaV     22  RESOLVE   ON  the  petition  of  EBENEZER  learned,  ESQ;  IN 
"'  BEHALF  OF  THE   TOWN   OF  OXFORD,   FOR  STAYING  EXECU- 

TION  AGAINST   SAID  TOWN   FOR   BEEF. 

On  the  petition  of  Ebenezer  Learned,  Esq;  in  behalf 
of  the  town  of  Oxford  : 

Whereas  the  said  toion  of  Oxford  stands  as  indebted  to 
this  Commonivealth,  for  eleven  thousand  and  sixty-two 
pounds  of  beef,  being  the  said  toivn's  quota  required  by  a 
resolve  of  the  General  Court  of  the  Uh  q/"  December,  1780  : 
A-nd  ichereas  it  apj)Sars  to  this  Court,  by  the  certificate  of 
Jacob  Davis,  agent  of  Oliver  Phelps,  Esq;  that  the  said 
town  furnished  the  said  beef: 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  execution  issued  against 
the  said  town  of  Oxford,  for  the  said  eleven  thousand  and 
sixty-two  jjounds  of  beef,  be  stayed,  and  that  no  further 
process  be  had  thereon.  February  4,  1784. 

Chapter  23. 

Char>    23  i^esolve  on  the  petition  of  Jonathan  clark,  of  south- 

^  '  AMPTON,  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  CREDIT  SAID  TOWN 

TO  AN  OVER-TAX. 

On  the  petition  of  Jonathan  Clark,  of  Southampton, 
praying  for  an  abatement  in  the  sum  set  on  the  said  town 
in  the  last  tax  act : 
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W/iereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  tliaf  there  is  a  mistaJce 
in  the  casting  of  the  last  tax  act,  2chereb)/  the  town  o/'South- 
ampton  is  taxed  the  sum  of  ten  p)Ovnds  more  than  is  just: 

liexolved.  That  the  Treasuro^-  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  is  hereby  directed,  to  credit  the  town  of  South- 
anij)fon  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  in  the  hist  state  tax,  it  being 
the  sum  the  said  town  was  over  taxed  in  the  said  tax-act. 

February  4,  1784. 

Chapter  *^4. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  PART  OF  (JJiai).    24 
CARLISLE,  EMPOWERING  THE  ASSESSORS  OF  SAID   DISTRICT  ^' 

TO  RECEIVE  OF  THE  ASSESSORS  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  CONCORD, 
AN  ASSESSMENT  MADE  UPON  SAID  INHABITANTS. 

On  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  o/"  Carlisle 
which  was  taken  from  the  toicn  of  Concord,  jjraying  that 
they  may  he  enabled  to  collect  of  the  said  inhabitants,  each 
one  his  respective  p)i'oport  ion  of  the  public  debts  due  from 
the  said  Concord,  at  the  time  of  the  incorporating  the  said 
district,  agreeable  to  the  rateable  polls  and  estates  they  icere 
then  possessed  of: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  l)e  granted  ; 
and  the  assessors  of  the  district  of  Carlisle  are  hereby 
empowered  to  receive  of  the  assessors  of  the  town  of  Con- 
cord, an  assessment  made  upon  the  inhabitants  of  that  part 
of  the  district  of  Carlisle  which  was  taken  from  Concord, 
of  their  respective  proportions  of  the  public  debt  due  from 
the  said  town  of  Concord,  at  the  time  of  the  district  being 
incorporated,  and  commit  the  same  unto  a  constable  or 
collector  of  the  said  district,  together  with  a  warrant  under 
their  hands  and  seals,  to  empower  him  to  collect  the  same. 

February  4,  1784. 

Chapter  25. 

RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  COMMISSARY  GENERAL  TO  ERECT  A  QfiQ/ry     25 
LIGHT     HOUSE,    &c.     AT     SAXDY-POINT,    XAXTUCKET,     AND  ^' 

GRANTING    THREE   HUNDRED  POUNDS  FOR  THAT  PURPOSE- 

On  the  petition  o/"  Alexander  Coffin,  ««</ Peleg  Coffin, 
praying  tJiat  a  light  house  may  be  erected  on  the  Island  of 
Nantucket  ; 

L'esolved,  That  Richard  Devens,  Esq ;  Commissary 
General  of  this  Commonwealth,    be,    and   he    is   hereby 
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authorized  Jind  directed,  to  agree  and  contract  with  some 
suitable  person  or  persons  to  erect  a  wooden  building  of 
proper  height  and  dimensions  for  a  light  house,  together 
with  a  small  building  for  th€;keeper  of  the  said  light  house, 
on  the  Point  called  Sandy  Point  on  the  island  of  Nan- 
tucl'et ;  and  that  he  provide  lamps  and  other  utensils  nec- 
essar}'  for  the  said  light  house  ;  and  as  soon  as  the  same  is 
ready  to  be  lighted,  the  Commissary  aforesaid  is  further 
directed  to  make  report  thereof  to  the  Governor,  who  is 
hereby  requested,  with  advice  of  Council,  to  appoint  some 
suitable  person  to  light  and  take  care  of  the  same. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of 
the  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  said  Richard 
Devens,  Esq  ;  out  of  the  money  arising  from  the  revenue 
of  light  money,  the  sum  of  tJiree  hundred  pounds,  to  enable 
him  to  execute  the  order  aforesaid,  he  to  l)e  accountable 
for  the  expenditure  of  the  same,  and  to  present  his  account 
and  report  his  proceedings  in  this  business,  before  the  Gen- 
eral Court,  as  soon  as  may  be.  February  5,  1784. 


Chapter  26. 

Char)    26  i^esolve  granting  tivo  hundred  eighty  pounds  eleven 

^  '  SHILLINGS  AND  FOUR  PENCE,  TO  HON.   STEPHEN  HIG GIN- 

SON,  ESQ. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  Hon.  Stephen 
Hif/f/itison,  Esq  ;  late  a  delegate  from  this  state  to  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  of  America  the  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty  poiDids  eleven  shillings  and  four  2)ence, 
which,  with  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-six  ptounds 
two  shillings  and  five  pence  he.  has  already  received,  to 
enable  him  to  proceed  to  Philadelphia,  is  in  full  for  his 
services  and  expences  while  at  Congress,  viz.  from  the  lOth 
day  of  February  to  the  26th  day  of  Septemher,  1783,  being 
one  hundred  and  ninety-five  days,  exclusive  of  Sabbaths. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  said  Stephen  Hig- 
ginson,  Esq;  be,  and  he  hereby  is  discharged  from  the 
aforesaid  sum  of  o;?e  Jiundred  and  ninety-six  p)ounds  tico 
shillings  and  five  pence,  Avhich  he  has  received  as  aforesaid. 

February  5,  1784. 
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Cliapter  27. 

RESOLVE  FOR  STAYING  AN   EXECUTION   UPON  THE   JUDGMENT    Qlin^     27 
RECOVERED    BY    BE  HI  All    THEE,    AGAINST   STEPIIEy  DAVIS  ^' 

AND  OTHERS,  TILL  THE    COURT   SHALL  PASS   FINALLY  UPON 
THE  PETITION  OF  SAID    STEPHEN  DAVIS. 

Whereas  upon  the  petition  of  Stephen  Davis  and  others, 
prai/ing  for  a  neiv  trial  in  a  case  wherein  Bcriah  Tree  was 
original  plaintiff,  and  the  petitioners,  defendants,  a  resolve 
passed  this  General  Court,  in  their  last  session,  that  the 
said  Beriah  Tree  should  he  notified  by  the  petitioners,  by 
serving  Jiini  with  an  attested  copy  of  their  said  petition, 
and  the  resolve  thereon,  thirty  days  before  the  third  Wednes- 
day of  the  present  session  of  this  General  Court,  then 
to  appear,  and  shew  cause,  why  the  prayer  of  the  said 
petition  should  not  be  granted;  and  that  the  execution  ujwn 
the  Judgment  recovered  by  the  said  Tree,  sliould  stay  until 
the  said  third  Wednesday  of  the  p)^'Gsent  session:  A.nd 
whereas  the  said  Tree  hath  not  appeared  at  the  time  fixed 
as  aforesaid,  to  shew  cause  as  aforesaid,  but  may  have 
been  providentially  prevented :  And  ivhereas  the  time  fixed 
for  staying  the  said  execution  has  elajjsed : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  executioD  upon  the  said  judg- 
ment, recovered  by  the  said  Beriah  Tree,  against  the  said 
/Stephe)i  Davis  and  others,  stay  until  this  Court  do  pass 
finally  upon  the  said  petition.  February  5,  1784.^ 


Chapter  28. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THOMAS  POOR,  IN  BEHALF  OF  QJinrn     Qg 
THE  TOWN  OF  METIIUEN,  REMITTING  A  FINE  ON  SAID  TOWN.     ^       F'       ^ 

On  the  petition  of  Thomas  Poor,  in  behalf  of  the  toivn 
of  Methuen,  setting  forth  that  the  said  town  was  fined,  in 
the  last  State  tax,  for  a  deficiency  of  twelve  three  and  five 
months  men,  ten  of  which  they  sent  into  the  army,  as 
appears  by  certificate  from  the  officers  under  which  they 
served  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth 
be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  credit  the  said  town  of 
Mefhxen  the  sum  of  fivo  hundred  and  eleven  pounds  six 
shillingfi,  upon  the  state  tax  of  March  last,  it  being  the 
fines  and  bounty  for  ten  five  and  three  months  men. 

Fehruary  5,  1784. 
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Chapter  29. 

Chap.  29  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  oliver   wood,  directing 

^'  HIM   TO   NOTIFY   JOSHUA    CHAMBERLAiy,   TO    SHEW   CAUSE, 

&c.   AND   STAYING   EXECUTION   IN  THE   MEAN  TIME, 

Whereas  on  the 'petition  o/" Oliver  Wood,  Esq;  praying 
that  all  further  proceedings  iqmn  a  judgment  recovered 
against  him  hy  one  Joshua  Chamberlain,  of  a  place  called 
Seven  Mile  Brook,  in  the  county  o/ Lincoln,  at  a  Court  of 
Conwion  Pleas,  held  at  Pownalborough,  ivithin  and  for 
the  said  county,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  June  last,  should 
he  suspended  until  the  further  order  of  the  General  Court, 
for  reasons  mentioned  in  the  said  petition,  an  order  of  the 
said  General  Court  did  issue  on  the  11th  day  of  October 
last,  directing  the  petitioner  to  notify  the  adverse  party  to 
appear  and  shew  cause,  d'c.  on  the  second  Wednesday  of 
the  present  session  of  the  General  Court:  And  whereas  it 
appears  that  the  said  Chamberlain  has  not  had  a  sufficient 
opportunity  to  appear  and  make  his  defence:  It  is  there- 
fore 

Resolved,  That  the  said  petitioner  l)e,  and  he  is  hereby 
directed,  to  notify  the  said  Chamberlain  to  appear,  on  the 
second  Wednesday  of  the  first  session  of  the,  next  General 
Court,  if  he  see  fit,  to  shew  cause,  if  any  he  has,  wh}^  the 
prayer  of  the  said  petition  should  not  be  granted,  by  leav- 
ing an  attested  copy  of  the  said  petition,  and  this  order 
thereon,  at  the  usual  place  of  abode  of  the  adverse  party, 
thirty  days  at  least  before  the  said  second  Wednesday  of 
the  first  session  of  the  next  General  Court. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  all  executions  or  pro- 
ceedings upon  or  in  consequence  of  the  said  judgment,  be 
suspended  and  stayed  in  the  mean  time,  and  until  the  Gen- 
eral Court  shall  take  further  order  thereon,  and  that  all 
persons  who  may  be  concerned  therein,  govern  themselves 
accordingly.  February  6,  1784. 

Chapter  30. 

Char)    SO  i^esolye  on  the  petition  of  xathaxiel  wells,  esq;  in 
-^*  behalf    of    the   town   of    saxford,   directing   the 

treasurer  not  to  issue  his  execution  against  said 
town  for  deficiencies  of  beef,  for  a  larger  sum 
than  fifty-one  pounds  nineteen  shillings  and 
four  pence. 

On  the  petition  o/*  Nathaniel  Wells,  Esq:  in  behalf  of 
the  town  o/*Sanford,  setting  fortJi,  that  execution  has  been 
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issued  (ifiainst  the  said  (oicn  for  a  larger  sum  of  money  for 
the  said  town's  dejicienc-}/  of  beef  required  hy  the  resolves  of 
the  General  Courts  than  is  due  from  the  said  town: 

Resolved,  That  the  Sheriff' of  the  county  of  Yorh,  return 
the  execution  now  in  his  hands  against  the  said  town  of 
Sanford,  for  their  deticiency  of  beef,  to  the  Treasurer  of 
this  Connnonwealth. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  aforesaid 
be,  and  hereby  is  directed,  not  to  issue  his  execution 
against  the  said  town  of  Sanford,  for  a  larger  sum  than 
ffty-one  j;o«;<(Z.s  nineteen  shillinr/s  a)ul  four  pence,  as  it 
appears  to  this  Court  that  the  said  sum  is  the  just  balance 
due  from  the  said  town  for  their  deficiency  of  beef  required 
as  aforesaid.  February  9,  1784. 


Chapter  31. 

KESOLVE   INTITLING     BEXOXI    SIMMONS    TO    ONE-HALF    PAY,  Chnrn     ^1 
FROM    AUGUST,  1777.  ^^^^^'    ^^ 

On  the  representation  of  John  Lucas,  Esq;  commissary 
of  pensioners,  in  behalf  of  J^euoni  Simmons,  _/?»?.  7cho  lost 
his  left  arm  in  the  service  of  the  United  States: 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Benoni  Simmons,  jun.  be 
intitled  to  one-half  pay  as  a  gunner,  from  August,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  until  the 
further  order  of  the  General  Court,  or  Congress. 

February  6",  1784. 


Chapter  32. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  WESTHAMPTON  riJirin  ^2 
DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  CREDIT  SAID  TOWN  FOr!  ^"'^P'  ^"^ 
THE  DEFICIENCY   OF   ONE   MAN. 

On  the  petition  of  the  town  of  Westhampton,  setting 
forth,  that  the  said  town  icas  fined  for  a  deficiency  of  one 
rrian,  to  serve  as  a  soldier  in  the  Continental  army  for  the 
term  of  three  years,  agreeable  to  a  resolve  of  the  General 
Court  of  December  the  second,  1780,  ichich  man  icas 
raised  and  delivered  to  the  superintendant  for  the  county  of 
Hampshire,  as  appears  by  his  certificate: 

Rpsoh-cd,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  b^, 
and  he  hereby  is  directed,  to  credit  the  town  of  WestJiamp- 
to)i  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fourteen  pounds  two  shil- 
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linr/s  and  six  j^^nce,  upon  the  State  tax  of  March  last,  in 
full  of  the  fine  and  bounty  for  the  said  man ;  and  the 
assessors  of  the  said  town  are  directed  to  govern  them- 
selves accordingly.  February  7,  1784. 


Chapter  33. 

Chav    33  I^ESOLVE  ox  the  petition   of  ltdia    white,  directing 
^'  the  treasurer  to  deliver  three  notes  in  lieu  of 

three   lost,   given    to   her    late    husband,    CAPT.    WIL- 
LIAM  WHITE. 

On  the  petition  of  Lydia  White,  of  Springiield,  in  the 
county  o/"  Hampshire  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed,  to  make  out  and 
deliver  three  notes  to  Lydia  White  aforesaid,  or  her  order, 
in  lieu  of  three  notes  delivered  by  the  said  Lydia  to  Lieut. 
Samuel  Buffinc/ton,  who  upon  oath  declares  he  lost  the 
same  going  to  Boston.  The  said  notes  were  of  the  fol- 
lowing numbers  and  amount,  viz. 

No.  8925,  for  £.  3291  13     payable  in     1782. 
4612,  1600  1783. 

9112,  3285  1784. 

And  were  given  to  her  late  husband,  William  White,  a 
Captain  in  the  seventh  Massachusetts  regiment,  who  was 
killed  at  the  siege  of  York  Toivn. 

And  it  is  also  Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he 
is  hereby  directed,  to  pay  the  interest  due  on  the  said 
notes,  they  not  having  been  consolidated  notwithstanding. 

And  irhereas  it  appears  from  certificates  from  the  Treas- 
urer^s  ofice,  and  the  committee  for  checking  (jovernment 
securities,  that  the  aforesaid  notes  are  not  come  to  hand: 

It  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  directed,  to  cause  the  No.  of  the  said  notes,  the 
amount  and  times  of  payment,  to  be  posted  up  in  the  sev- 
eral apartments  in  his  office,  in  order  for  a  check,  if  at  any 
time  they  should  be  offered  for  consolidation  or  payment. 

February  9,  1784. 
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Chapter  34. 

RESOLVE    AUTHORIZING    THE    ASSESSORS    OF    THE     TOWN    OF    (JJkxj)     34 
WATERTOWX,  TO    MAKE    OUT    NEW    LISTS    OF    SUCH    PARTS  ^' 

OF  THE  STATE  AND  TOWN  TAXES,  FOR  THE    YEAR   1780,  AND 
TO   COMMIT   SAID   LISTS   FOR   COLLECTION. 

Whereas  the  town  o/^'Watertown,  in  the  year  one  thoumnd 
seven  hundred  and  eir/htr/,  did  chuse  a  collector  to  collect 
the  taxes  ordered  by  the  General  Court  to  he  levied  on  the 
said  town,  and  lilcewise  the  toivn  taxes  for  the  said  year^ 
and  did  commit  the  lists  of  the  said  taxes  to  him  to  collect; 
and  whereas  the  said  collector  did  proceed  to  collect  the  said 
taxes,  so  far  as  to  satisfy  the  demand  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Common  wealth  had  for  taxes  on  the  said  town  for  that  year, 
hut  heinf/  incajxdjle  of  fnisJiing  the  collection  of  the  said 
taxes  to  him  committed^  hy  reason  of  his  heing  at  this  time 
an  jabsco ) i  d i) i ;/  dehto > '  : 

I?esolred.  Th:it  the  assessors  of  the  town  of  Watertown, 
he,  and  they  are  hereby  fully  authorized,  to  make  out  new 
lists  of  such  parts  as  are  now  outstanding  of  the  State  and 
town  taxes,  for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty,  and  commit  the  said  lists  to  any  person  chosen  by 
the  said  town,  legally  to  receive  the  same,  and  they  are 
hereby  fully  authorized  to  grant  their  warrant,  enabling 
the  said  person  so  chosen  to  collect  whatever  may  be  due 
on  the  said  lists,  in  as  full  a  manner  as  collectors  of  taxes 
are  empowered  to  do  and  perform,  any  law  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding.  February  9,  1784. 


Chapter  35. 

RESOLVE   ON   THE   PETITION   OF    THE    TOWN    OF   DARTMOUTH, 
EMPOWERING  THE  TREASURER  TO  ISSUE  HIS   WARRAN 
DAXIEL   ROWLAND,   JUN.   OF  SAID   TOWN,    TO   COLLECT  THE 
SEVERAL   SUMS  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  the  honourahle  Walter  Spooner,  andj 
Edward  Pope,  Esfj'rs.  in  hehalf  of  the  tozr^o/"  Dartmouth, 
praying,  that  the  Treasurer  may  he  empowered  and  directed 
to  is.'^ue  his  warra)d  to  Daniel  Howland,  j/Vn.  and  Robert 
Earl,  to  collect  the  taxes  assessed  on  p)urt  of  the  said  town  in 
the  year  1782  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be,  and  he 
hereby  is  empowered  and  directed,  to  issue  his  warrant  to 
JJan iel  Howland,  ]un.  of  the  said  Dartmouth,  to  enable 
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him  to  collect  all  such  sums  of  money  as  were  assessed  on 
the  village  oi  Ajjjjoneganset,  in  the  said  Dartmouth,  in  the 
year  1782,  and  returns  thereof,  made  into  the  said  Treas- 
urer's office  by  the  assessors  of  the  said  town  :  and  also  to 
issue  his  warrant  to  Bohert  Earl,  of  said  Darfrnoufh,  to 
enable  him  to  collect  all  such  sums  of  money  as  were 
assessed  on  the  village  of  A^ccoaxet,  in  the  said  Dartmouth , 
and  returns  thereof  made  into  the  said  Treasurer's  office, 
for  the  year  1782,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  said  Daniel 
and  Iiohert  had  been  legally  chosen  by  the  said  town,  and 
returned  l)y  the  Assessors  thereof,  an}^  law  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding.  February  9,  1784. 


Chapter  3G. 

Chan    36  resolve  on  the  petition  of  richard  perkixs,  ix  behalf 

■^  '  OF   THE  INHABITANTS  OF   THE  WEST  PRECINCT  OF  BRIDGE- 

WATER,   EMPOWERING    HIM   TO   MAKE  SALE    OF    THE    LAND 
MENTIONED. 

Oil  the  2)etition  of  Richard  Perkins,  in  behalf  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  West  Precinct  q/"  Bridgewater,  setting 
fortJi,  that  it  would  greatlij  accommodate  the  said  Precinct, 
to  have  liberty  and  be  empowered  to  sell  three  sever.al  lots  of 
land,  which  icere  granted  and  given  for  the  use  of  the  con- 
gregational ministry ,  within  the  said  Precinct,  and  tlicit  the 
PererendJohn  Reed,  tlieir  jiresent  pastor ,  hath  relinquished 
his  claim  to  the  said  three  lots  of  land,  by  giving  them  a 
quit  claim  deed  of  the  same:  —  Therefore 

Pesolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  Precinct  Committee,  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
empowered,  to  make  sale  of  the  three  lots  of  land,  afore- 
said, provided  Mr.  Jolin  Peed,  their  present  Pastor,  may 
consent  thereto,  and  to  execute  good  and  lawful  deeds  of 
the  same,  the  Precinct  Committee  aforesaid  first  giving 
sufficient  bonds  to  the  Judge  of  Probate,  for  the  county  of 
Plyriioufli,  that  the  monies  arising  from  the  said  sale  shall 
be  faithfully  kept  as  a  fund,  and  the  annual  interest  aris- 
ing from  the  same,  be  forever  applied  to  the  support  of  the 
congregational  ministry  in  the  said  Precinct,  agreeable  to 
the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  oriofinal  donors. 

February  9,  1784. 
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Chapter  37. 


OWDEX,   IX   BEHALF  Chmj.    37 
URG.  '■ 


RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THOMAS   CO 
OF  THE  TOWN   OF   FITCHB 

On  the  petition  of  Thomas   Cowden,   in  the  name  and 

behalf  of  the  toirn  o/*Fitchburg,7}>r/y/;?f/,  that  the  rate  made 

hij  the  (fssessor.^t  of  the  said  ton:  n  for  the  first  moiety  of  the 

^Continental  tax,  may  he  established,  for  reasons  set  forth  in 

the  said i^etition  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  so  far 
ofrauted,  as  that  the  rates  made  bv  the  assessors  of  Fitch- 
b>ir<i,  for  the  first  moiety  of  the  Continental  tax,  shall  be 
good  and  valid  in  law,  as  though  the  same  had  been  made 
at  the  time  required  of  the  said  town  to  make  the  said  tax, 
and  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  shall  be  holden  to  pa}^ 
their  respective  proi)ortions  accordingly,  except  those  polls 
which  may  have  paid  their  respective  proportions  of  the 
same  tax  in  any  other  town,  any  law  or  resolve  of  the  Gen- 
eral Court  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

February  9,  1 7S-1. 

Chapter  38. 

RESOLVE   DIRECTING   STEPHEN    CHOATE,   ESQ;    TO    PAY    INTO   (J/idj)     38 
THE  TREASURY,  A  SUM  OF  MONEY  HE  RECEIVED  FOR  RENT  -^' 

OF    THATCHER'S  ISLAXD. 

On  the  rejiresentation  of  Stephen  Choate,  Fsq;  agent 
for  the  CommonirealtJt  of 'Massachusetts,  ^yrayinr/  for  direc- 
tion in  vhat  manner  he  may  be  discharged  the  sum  o/" thir- 
teen pounds  ten  shillings,  which  he  received  of  Barnabas 
Dodge,  and  others,  in  behalf  of  the  said  Commonwealth, 
as  rent  for  the  improvement  of  Thatcher's  Island,  in  the 
year  1783: 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Stephen  Choate,  Esq  ;  be  directed 
to  pay  into  the  Treasurer's  office  the  said  sum  of  thirteen 
p)onnds  ten  shillings,  taking  duplicate  receipts  therefor, 
one  of  which  to  be  lodged  in  the  Secretary's  office. 

February  9,  1784. 

Chapter  39. 

RESOLVE   ON   THE  PETITION  OF    PEGGY  LOOMISS,  EMPOWER-  (JJimj     39 
ING  HER  TO   SELL  THE   REAL  ESTATE  MENTIONED.  ^  * 

On  the  petition  of  Pegg}'  Loomiss,  widow  of  Asher 
Loomiss,  late  q/" Southampton,  deceased,  and  guardian  to 
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the  only  child  of  the  said  deceased,  j^i'ctl/inf/  for  liheHy  to 
sell  tJie  real  estate  of  the  said  deceased,  for  reasons  set  forth 
in  her  petition: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  she  the  said  Peggy  Loomiss  be,  and  she  hereby  is 
empowered,  to  sell,  for  the  most  it  will  fetch,  all  the  real 
estate  of  the  said  Asher  Loomiss,  deceased,  and  make  and 
execute  a  good  and  lawful  deed  or  deeds  to  the  purchaser 
or  purchasers  thereof,  she  observing  the  rules  of  law  pro- 
vided for  the  sale  of  real  estates  by  executors  and  admin- 
istrators, first  giving  sufficient  security  to  the  Judge  of 
Probate  for  the  county  of  Hampshire,  that  the  proceeds  by 
the  sale  of  the  said  estate,  after  paying  all  necessary 
•  charges,  be  kept  on  interest  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  heir, 
except  the  interest  of  one-third,  which  she  the  said  JPeggy 
shall  reserve  to  herself,  during  her  natural  life  ;  the  other 
two-thirds,  both  principal  and  interest,  to  be  paid  to  the 
said  legal  heir,  when  he  shall  arrive  to  full  age,  together 
with  the  widow's  third,  after  her  decease. 

February  9,  1784. 


Chapter  40. 

Char)    40  resolve  on  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 

^'  TOWN  OF  HANCOCK,  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  RECALL 

HIS  EXECUTION,  AND  CREDIT  SAID  TOWN  IN  THE  BEEF  TAX. 

On  the  petition  of  the  selectmen  of  the  tov:n  of  Hancock, 
praying ,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  said  p)etition,  that  the 
execution  issued  against  the  said  town  on  account  of  beef 
required  of  the  said  town  by  the  resolves  of  the  General 
Court  of  September  1780,  and  December  1780,  may  be 
recalled;  and  also  that  equal  justice  may  be  done  them  in 
regard  to  a  surplus  of  beef  the  said  toivn  actually  jjrocured, 
over  and  above  tJie  just  proportion  required  of  them: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed,  to 
recall  his  said  execution,  and  to  credit  the  said  town  of 
Hancock  the  sum  of  sixteen  jjounds  ten  shillings,  on  the 
last  State  tax,  in  full  for  one  thousand  pounds  of  beef 
which  th§  said  town  procured,  over  and  above  xheir  just 
proportion.  February  9,  1784. 
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Chapter  41. 


RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JAMES  XICfJOLS,  AN  ASSISTANT    CkaV.    41 
COMMISSARY  OF  PURCHASES,  GRANTING  HIM  ONE  HUNDRED  "' 

AND  TEN  POUNDS  FOURTEEN  SHILLINGS  AND  SEVEN 
PENCE,  FOR  LOSSES  SUSTAINED  BY  THE  PUBLIC,  IN  NOT 
PAYING  HIM   SEASONABLY. 

On  f he  petition  of  James  Nichols,  an  assistant  commis- 
sary of  purchases,  praijing  for  a  compensation  for  certain 
Josses  lie  has  sustained,  as  mentioned  in  his  petition : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  as  that  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  pub- 
lic treasury  of  this  Conunonwealth,  to  the  said  James 
JTichoIs,  the  sum  of  ojie  hundred  and  ten  pounds  fourteen 
shiUin(/s  and  seven  pence,  in  full  of  his  account. 

February  10,  1784. 

Chapter  43.* 

RESOLVE    ON  THE   PETITION   OF    JOSEPH   BRADLEY    VARNUM,  njinrQ     43 
DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  CREDIT  THE  TOWN  OF  DRA-  -^* 

CUT  FOR  A  FINE   LAID  ON  SAID   TOWN. 

On  the  petition  o/' Joseph  Bradley  Varnum,  in  behalf  of 
the  town  of  Dracut,  praying  for  the  abatement  of  the  fine 
laid  on  the  said  town  for  their  not  chusing  a  Representative 
the  last  year: 

IiC'solred,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be,  and  he 
is  hereby  directed,  to  credit  the  said  town  of  Dracut 
twenty  five  pounds  five  !<hillings  and  ten  pence,  on  the  last 
State  tax,  it  l)eing  the  fine  laid  on  the  said  town,  any  law 
or  resolve  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

February  10,  1784. 


Chapter  44. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JOHN  MUNROE,  IN  BEHALF  OF  flj^fj,.-.  A  A 
THE  TOWN  OF  HARVARD,  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  ^''■"i'*  ^^ 
CREDIT  SAID   TOWN   FOR  A  FINE   LAID   ON  SAID  TOWN. 

On  the  petition  of  John  Munroe,  in  behalf  of  the  tov:n  of 
Harvard,  setting  forth ,  that  the  said  town  iv  as  fined  in  the 
last  tax  act,  for  the  deficiency  of  three  soldiers,  for  the  term, 
of  five  months,  in  the  year  1781,  ivhich  soldiers  were 
raised,  as  appears  by  the  returns  of  the  muster  master, 

*  No  chapter  numbered  42  in  Session  Pamphlet. 
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and  from  the  officers  pay-roll  under  which  the  said  men 
served  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be,  and  he 
hereby  is  directed,  to  credit  the  town  of  Harvard  the  sum 
oi  sixty  threepounds  thirteen  shillings  and  nine  pence,  in  the 
State  tax  of  March  last,  in  full  of  the  above  mentioned  fine, 
and  the  average  price  for  procuring  the  said  men. 

February  11,  1784. 


Chapter  45. 

ChaV*    45  RESOLVE   ON  THE  PETITION    OF    PETER    PENXIMAX,    DIRECT- 
■^  ING   THE   TREASURER  TO   CREDIT   THE  TOWN   OF    MEXDOX, 

FOR  A  FINE   LAID   ON  SAID   TOWN. 

On  the  petition  ofFetev  Penniman,  in  behalf  of  the  toicn 
of  Mendon  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be,  and 
is  hereby  directed,  to  credit  the  said  town  of  Mendon,  on 
the  last  State  tax,  eighteen  pounds  three  shillings,  it  being 
one-half  of  the  fine  laid  on  the  said  town,  for  their  not 
sending  a  Kepresentative  the  last  year. 

February  11,  1784. 


Chapter  46. 

Char)    46  i^esolve  on  the  petition  of  joen  faxon,  directing  the 

1  treasurer  to  pay   TIVEXTT-OXE  POUXDS  ELEVEX  SHIL- 

LIXGS  AXD    TWO  PEXCE,    HE    GIVING   SECURITY    TO    REIM- 
BURSE said  sum. 

On  the  petition  o/John  F Axon,  pray  iiig,  that  the  Treas- 
urer of  this  Commonicealth  maybe  directed  to  pay  him  the 
sum  of  twenty-one  pounds  eleven  shillings  and  two  pence, 
Jie  having  received  a  receipt  for  that  sum  on  a  collector, 
■which  has  been  accidentally  destroyed: 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  pub- 
lic treasury  to  the  petitioner,  the  said  sum  of  tiventy-one 
pounds  eleven  shillings  and  two  pence,  the  petitioner  giv- 
ing security  to  the  Treasurer  to  reimburse  the  said  sum, 
if  the  said  receipt  should  be  hereafter  offered  in  the  Treas- 
urer's office  for  allowance.  February  9,  1784. 
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Chapter  47. 

RESOLVE   ABATING  A  FINE   LAID    ON    THE    TOWN    OF    LITTLE-  QJiap.    47 
TON,   FOR   NOT   SENDING  A  REPRESENTATIVE.  -^ 

On  f/iej)eti(wn  of  (he  committee  of  (he  toicn  q/'Littleton  : 
Resolved,  That  the  sum  oi  forty-seven  pounds  seventeen 
shiUinr/s  and  ei;/ht pence,  he  abated  out  of  the  last  tax  to 
the  town  of  Littleton,  the  said  su;n  being  for  two  fines 
assessed  on  the  said  town,  for  not  sending  a  Repi'esentative 
to  the  General  Court,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  said  peti- 
tion. February  11,  17  84. 

Chapter  48. 

RESOLVE    ON     THE     REPRESENTATION    OF    LIEUTENANT     ]VIL-  QJidj),    48 
LLiM  CLARK,    DIRECTING    THE    COMMISSARY    TO    DELIVER  -^  ' 

HIM  CERTAIN  ARTICLES   FOR   SUPPLIES   IN  17S0. 

^^'7tereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  from  a  certificate  under 
the  hand  of  Brigadier  General  AVadsworth,  that  in  the 
year  1780,  Lieutenant  William  Clark  did  suppily  tv-elve 
men  in  the  Continental  service  with  thirteen  days  rations, 
and  some  other  articles,  and  has  not  received  any  pay :  — 
Therefore  * 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissary  General  of  this  Com- 
monwealth be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  deliver  to 
Lieutenant  William  Clark,  one  hundred  and  sixty-nine 
Continental  rations,  six  pounds  and  a  half  of  gun  powder, 
nineteen  and  a  half  pounds  of  lead,  and  two  dozen  of  flints, 
in  full  for  his  supplying  twelve  men  in  the  year  1780,  who 
were  then  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
with  the  said  rations,  and  the  other  enumerated  articles, 
and  to  charge  the  same  to  the  said  United  States. 

February  11,  1784. 


Cliapter  49. 


RESOLVE   ENTITLING  JOXATHAX    ]VAR\ER    TO    RECEIVE    ONE- 
THIRD   PAY  AS  A  LIEUTENANT. 

On  the  representation  of  John  Lucas,  Commissary  of 
Pensioners,  in  hehalf  of  Jonathan  AVarner,  who  served  in 
Colonel  Israel  Chapin's  regiment  as  a  Lieutenant,  was 
wounded  at  Saratoga,  October  11,  1777,  hy  which  wound 
he  was  disabled  for  five  montJis  following  performing  the 
business  of  his  occupation,  as  ap)pears  by  his  certificates : 


Chap.  49 
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Besolved,,  That  the  said  Jonathan  ^Varn€r  be.  and  he 
hereby  is  iutitled  to  receive  one-third  part  pay  as  a  Lieu- 
tenant, from  the  time  of  his  discharge,  which  was  on  the 
li«th  October,  1777.  until  the  19th  October,  1778. 

February  11.  17  84. 

Chapter  50. 

diaV     50  ^  GRANT  OF     TWELVE    POl'XDS    TfVO    SHILLIXGS   TO    SCIPIO 

On  the  petition  of  Scipio  Purnam  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  there  be  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury  of  this 
State,  ticelve pounds  tiro  shillings,  in  full  for  his  nursing 
and  victualing  Samuel  Lancaster,  a  soldier  in  Captain 
William  H.  Ballard's  company,  who  was  wounded  at 
Bunher  Hill,  and  Robert  Marshal,  a  soldier  in  Captain 
Ezra  Lunfs  company,  who  was  wounded  at  Bloic'd  Hill, 
eight  weeks.  February  11,  1784. 

Chapter  51. 

Chan.  51  i^esolte  appointing  messrs.  johx  demixg.  thomas  wal- 

^  '  LET.   AND   PETER  BOYER,  TO   RECEIVE    OF    WILLLUI   JVAIT, 

THE  SUM  OF  FOUR  HUXDRED  THIRTY- OX E  POCXDS.  OLD 
CONTINENTAL  CURRENCY,  BEING  A  BALANCE  OF  HIS  ACCOUNT 
AS  COMMISSARY  AT    TTIXTER   HILL. 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Johyi  Deming,  Thomas  Walley, 
and  Peter  Boyer,  be,  and  they  hereby  are  appointed  a 
committee  to  receive  the  sum  oifour  hundred  and  thirty- 
one  pounds,  in  old  Continental  currency,  of  William  Wait, 
late  a  commissar}-  at  Winter  Hill,  being  the  balance  of  his 
account ;  and  give  the  said  Wait  a  receipt  therefor,  and 
pay  tne  same  into  the  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  tak- 
ing duplicate  receipts  for  the  said  sum.  one  of  which  to  be 
lodged  in  the  Secretary's  office.  February  12,  1784. 


Chap. 


Chapter  52. 

52  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  SAXDWICH, 
EMPOWERING  XATHAX  XYE,  J  UN.  TO  COLLECT  ALL  TAXES 
ASSESSED   ON  THE   SAID  TOWN. 

Upon  the  petition  of  the  toan  o/"  Sandwich,  praying  that 
Xathan  Xye,y?//i.  may  be  empowered  to  collect  the  taxes 
assessed  on  the  said  town  for  the  year  1782  : 
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JResoh-ed,  That  JTathan  Xi/e,  jun.  be,  and  hereb}*  is 
established  as  collector  of  all  the  taxes  assessed  on  the 
inhal)itants  of  the  said  town  of  Sandv:ich  for  the  year 
1782  ;  and  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  is  hereby 
directed  to  issue  his  warrants  to  the  said  collector,  in  order 
to  enable  him  to  collect  the  said  taxes,  in  the  same  manner 
as  if  the  time  had  not  elapsed  wherein  the  said  town  ought 
to  have  chosen  collectors  for  the  said  year,  any  laAv  to  the 
contrary  notwithstandinof.  February  12,  1784. 


Chapter  53. 


PETITION    OF    JOHX    BEAD.    AND     OTHERS,  CJiai),    53 
E    TOWN    OF    BEDFORD,    ABATING    A    FINE  '"^  ' 


RESOLVE   ON    THE 
AGENTS   FOR    THE 
SET   ON   SAID   TOWN. 

On  the  petition  o/John  Read.  John  Webber,  and  John 
Meriam,  ar/ents  for  thetovni  f>f  ^^diioxdi,  pro.yinfj  for  the 
abatement  of  a  fine  set  on  the  said  toicn,  for  not  sending  a 
Representative  the  last  year: 

Resolved y  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  Treasurer  be  directed  to  credit  the  said  town 
of  Bedford,  the  sum  of  eleven  pounds,  being  for  the  fine 
set  on  the  said  town.  February  12,  1784. 


Chapter  5J:. 

RESOLVE     APPOINTING     A    COMMITTEE    TO    DISPOSE     OF     THE 
MANUFACTORY  HOUSE   IN   BOSTOX. 

Resolved,  That  Samuel  Phillips,  jun.  Caleb  Davis  and 
John  Rnire,  Esquires,  be  a  committee  to  make  sale  of  the 
Manufactory  house,  so  called,  in  the  town  oi Boston,  with 
the  land  thereto  belonging,  being  the  property  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, at  public  auction,  or  by  private  sale,  as  they 
shall  judge  will  be  most  for  the  public  advantage  :  and 
receive  and  pay  the  monies  arising  from  such  sale,  into  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  taking  duplicate  receipts 
therefor,  and  lodging  one  of  the  said  receipts  in  the  Sec- 
retary's office.  And  the  said  committee  are  hereby  auth- 
orized and  empowered  to  give  a  good  and  sufficient  deed 
or  deeds  of  the  same,  in  behalf  of  this  Commonwealth. 

February  13,  1784. 


Chap).  54 
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Chapter  54:  a.* 

Cll.  54  a  RESOLVE  REQUESTING  -THE  GOVERNOR.  TO  TAKE  MEASURES 
FOR  RECOVERY  OF  RECORDS  OF  PROBATE  OFFICE,  SUF- 
FOLK COUNTY  SAID  TO  BE  IN  POSSESSION  OF  FOSTER 
HUTCHIXSOX. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  of  this  Commonwealth' 
be  requested  to  take  such  ^Measures  for  the  Speedy 
Recovery  of  the  Eecords  of  the  Probate  Office,  of  the 
County  of  Sufoll\  said  to  be  in  the  Possession  of  Foster 
Hutchinson  Esq.  of  Halifax,  as  he  may  judofe  necessary. 

February  13,  1784. 


Chapter  55. 

Chav.  55  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  a  committee  in  behalf  of 

^  *  THE  TOWN   OF   XEW  BRAIXTREE,    DIRECTING    THE    TREAS- 

URER  TO   CREDIT   SAID   TOWN    FOR    A    FINE    LAID    ON    SAID 
TOWN. 

On  the  petition  of  a  committee  in  behalf  of  the  toicn  of 
Xew  Braintree,  sett  in  f/ forth,  that  the  said  toirn  icas  fned 
in  tlie  last  State  tax  for  not  sending  a  Representative  in  the 
year  1182, praying  that  the  same  may  be  abated,  for  rea- 
sons set  forth  in  their  jJetition  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far 
ofranted,  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be,  and 
he  hereby  is  directed,  to  credit  the  said  town  of  JTev' 
Braintree  eleven  pounds,  in  the  last  State  tax,  being  about 
half  the  fine  laid  on  the  said  town  for  not  sending  a  Rep- 
resentative in  the  year  1782.  February  16,  1784. 


Chapter  56. 

Chap,  56  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  BEXJAMIX  BROWX,  IN  BEHALF 
OF  THE  TOWN  OF  LEXIXGTOX,  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER 
TO   CREDIT  SAID   TOWN    FOR   A   FINE. 

On  the  petition  q/"  Benjamin  Brown,  in  hehaf  of  the  town 
of  Lexington,  setting  forth,  that  the  said  toivn  v-as  fned  in 
the  laf^t  fax  act,  the  sum  o/' thirty-two  pounds. /or  not  send- 
ing a  Representative  for  the  year  1782,  and  praying  an 
abatement  of  the  said  fine: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  thereof  be  granted,  and  the 
Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  is  directed  to  credit  the 

*  Not  printed  in  Session  Pamphlet. 
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town  o^  Lexington  the  aforesaid  sum  oi  thirti/-fu-o  pounds^ 
on  the  last  State  tax.  February  16,  1784. 

Chapter  57. 

RESOLVE   ON    THE    PETITION    OF    SETH   XEIVTOX,    IN    BEHALF  (JJiaj).    57 
OF  THE  TOWN   OF   SOUTHBOROUGH,   ABATING  A  FINE   LAID  ^  ' 

ON  SAID   TOWN. 

On  the  jjef  it  ion  of  Seth  Xewton,  iji  beltalf  of  the  toicn  of 
Southborough,  f^ettimi  forth,  that  the  said  tmrn  u-as  fined 
in  the  last  tax  act,  the  sum  of  twenty-seven  pounds,  for 
not  sending  a  Representative  for  the  year  1782  ; 

Resolved.  That  the  prayer  thereof  be  so  far  granted, 
that  the  said  town  of  Southhorough  be  abated  one-half  of 
the  tine  set  on  them  for  not  sending  a  Eepresentative  for 
the  year  1782  ;  and  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  is 
directed  to  credit  the  said  town  of  Southhorough  the  sum 
oi  thirteen  pounds  ten  shillings,  out  of  the  last  State  tax. 

February  16,  1784. 


Chapter  58. 

RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  COMMITTEE  FOR  EXAMINING  AND 
SETTLING  THE  ACCOL^N'TS  OF  THE  LATE  TREASURER  GARD- 
XER.  TO  CARRY  OUT  IN  SPECIE  THE  BALANCE  DUE  FROM 
SEVERAL  TOWNS  CONTAINED  IN  THEIR  REPRESENTATION, 
ESTIMATING  CERTAIN  BALANCES  IN  PAPER  MONEY,  AND 
TO  GIVE  NOTICE  TO  DELINQUENT  TOWNS. 

Resolved.  That  the  committee  for  examining  and  settling 
the  accounts  of  the  late  Treasurer  Gardner,  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  directed,  to  carry  out  in  specie  the  balance  due 
from  the  several  towns,  as  contained  in  the  representation 
made  by  the  said  committee  to  the  General  Court,  in  their 
present  sessions,  estimating  such  balances  as  were  due  in 
paper  currency,  agreeable  to  the  scale  of  depreciation,  at 
the  time  they  became  due,  and  deliver  the  same,  as  soon 
as  may  be,  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth,  who  is 
hereby  directed  to  charge  himself  with  such  balances,  and 
give  immediate  notice  to  such  towns  as  shall  appear  to  be 
delinquent,  and  to  issue  his  execution  against  the  collectors 
of  such  of  the  said  towns  as  shall  neglect  or  delay  to  pay 
into  the  treasury  their  respective  balances,  within  three 
months  after  notice  given  as  aforesaid. 

February  16,  1784. 


Chap.  5d> 
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Chapter   60*. 

Cliai)     60  RESOLVE   ON  THE   PETITION    OF  BAZALEEL   TAFT,  IN  BEHALF 
^  '  OF  THE  INHABITANTS  OF   THE   TOWN   OF    UXBRWGE,   ABAT- 

ING SAID  TOWN   SIXTEEI^  POUNDS  SEVENTEEN  SHILLINGS 
AND  ONE  PENNY,  IN  THEIR  LAST    TAX. 

On  the  petition  q/Bazaleel  Taft,  in  behalf  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  town  o/"Uxbridge  : 

Resolved,  That  the  town  of  Uxbridge  be  abated  the  sum 
of  sixteen  pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  one  ])enny ,  being 
one-half  the  fine  that  Avas  hiid  upon  the  said  town  for 
not  sending  a  member  to  the  General  Court  the  last  year ; 
and  that  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  hereby  is  directed,  to 
remit  the  aforesaid  sum  to  the  said  town  of  Uxbridge  in 
the  last  State  tax  accordingly.  February  16,  1784. 


Chapter  61. 

ChaV     61   RESOLVE   GRANTING  A  TAX  OF   TlfO   THOUSAND   POUNDS,   TO 
■^  '  BE  ASSESSED    ON    THE    POLLS    AND    ESTATES    WITHIN    THE 

COUNTY   OF  SUFFOLK,  FOR    DEFRAYING    THE    CHARGES    OF 
SAID  COUNTY. 

Whe7^eas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  from  the  representation 
and  estimate  of  the  Justices  of  the  Court  of  General  Ses- 
sions of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of  Suffolk,  that  it  is  neces- 
sary that  the  sum  of  tvno  thousand  pounds  shotdd  be  raised 
in  the  said  county ,  for  the  purpose  of  discharging  the  debts 
and  defraying  the  charges  of  the  said  county : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  there  be,  and  hereby  is  granted, 
a  tax  of  two  thousand  pounds,  to  be  levied  on  the  polls  and 
estates,  both  real  and  personal,  within  the  said  county  of 
Suffolk.  And  the  clerk  of  the  Court  of  General  Sessions 
of  the  Peace  for  the  said  county,  is  hereby  em})Owered  to 
apportion  the  said  sum  upon  the  several  towns  and  districts 
within  the  said  county,  in  the  manner  pointed  out  by  the 
law  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  to  issue  his  warrants  to 
the  assessors  of  the  said  towns  and  districts  for  the  assess- 
ment of  the  same.  February  16,  1784. 

*  No  chapter  numbered  59  in  Session  Pamphlet. 
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Chapter  G3. 

RESOLVE   ON  THE   PETITION   OF    LYDIA    TRASK,    ADMINISTRA-  (JJkxj)     (32 
TRIX    ON  THE    ESTATE    OF    JOSEPH    TRASK,    EMPOWERING  ^  ' 

HER  TO   MAKE   SALE   OF  CERTAIN  LAND. 

On  f/ie  jiedtion  of  Lyditi  Trask,  administratrix  of  the 
ffoods  and  estate  o/' Joseph  Tnisk,  late  0/ Sudbury,  deceased, 
intestate,  praying  for  liberty  to  sell  about  one  acre  of  land, 
lyinr/  m  Beverly,  in  the  county  of  Yissex,  for  reasons,  set 
forth  in  the  said  petition: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  said  Lydia  be,  and  is  hereby  empowered,  to 
make  sale  of  the  said  land  for  the  most  the  same  will  fetch, 
she  observing  the  rules  and  directions  of  the  law  to  execu- 
tors and  administrators  for  sale  of  lands,  and  giving  bonds 
to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of  Essex,  that  the 
monies  arising  from  the  said  sale  (except  so  much  as  is 
necessary  to  pay  the  said  Joseph's  debts,  and  her  own  pro- 
portion thereof)  be  paid  to  the  heirs  of  the  said  Joseph, 
in  due  proportion,  when  they  shall  respectively  arrive  to 
be  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  together  with  the  inter- 
est thereof,  and  to  execute  a  good  and  sufficient  deed  or 
deeds  of  the  said  land  accordingly,  the  petitioner  first  mak- 
ing it  appear  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of 
Essex,  that  she  is  the  lawful  administratrix  of  the  goods 
and  estate  of  the  said  Josep)h  Trash. 

February  16,  1784. 


Chapter   63. 

RESOLVE  ALLOWING  THE   ACCOUNTS   OF    THE   TREASURER    OF  (JJidft),    63 
THE   COUNTY   OF   SUFFOLK.  ^' 

Whereas  it  apjjears  from  an  examination  of  the  Treas- 
urers accounts  for  the  county  of  Suffolk,  that  all  the  monies 
granted  and  alloived  by  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of 
the  Peace,  for  the  said  county,  were  for  such  purposes  and 
approj)riations  as  the  laiv  impowerecl  said  Court  to  grant, 
and  that  the  said  accounts  are  right  cast  and  well  vouched: 
Therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  said  accounts  be  allowed. 

February  16,  17  84. 
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Chapter  64. 

CllWp.    64  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JUDITH  FRANCIS,  ADMINISTRA- 

^'  TRIX  UPON  THE   ESTATE   OF   COLONEL   FRANCIS,  DECEASED, 

DIRECTING  THE   COMMITTEE   FOR    METHODIZING    ACCOUNTS 

TO  CREDIT  SAID    ESTATE  WITH   A   CERTAIN   SUM   OF   MONEY 

IN  THE  SETTLEMENT  OF   HIS  ACCOUNT. 

On  the  petition  of  Judith  Francis,  administratrix  upon 
the  estate  of  Colonel  Ebenezer  Francis,  deceased: 

Whereas  the  estate  of  the  late  Col.  Ebenezer  Francis, 
stands  charged  to  this  Commonivealth,  the  sum  of  eleven 
hundred  and  sixty-seven  pounds  three  shillings  and  ten 
pence,  being  money  Jie  received  for  the  use  of  the  regiment 
ivhich  teas  under  his  command:  And  whereas  the  said 
Col.  Francis  ivas  hilled  in  the  battle  of  Hubbardston,  and 
his  baggage  and  papers  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  ^ 
wherefore  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  said  administratrix 
to  exhibit  the  proper  vouchers  of  tlie  payment  of  the  said 
money ;  but  it  appears  to  this  Court,  from  papers  accom- 
panying the  said  petition,  that  the  said  Col.  Francis,  ^re- 
vious  to  his  death,  had  applied  the  greatest  part  of  the  said 
money  to  the  purposes  for  which  he  received  it,  and  that  the 
remainder  must  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy: 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  methodiz- 
ing and  stating  the  public  accounts  be,  and  they  hereby 
are  directed,  to  place  to  the  credit  of  the  estate  of  the  said 
Col.  Francis,  the  said  sum  of  eleven  hundred  and  sixty- 
seven  pounds  three  shillings  and  ten  p)ence,  and  to  govern 
themselves  accordingly  in  the  settlement  of  the  accounts 
with  the  said  estate,  the  said  administratrix  first  lodging 
with  the  said  committee,  such  certificates  as  it  may  l)e  in 
her  power  to  obtain  from  the  officers  who  belonged  to  the 
regiment  which  w^as  commanded  by  the  said  Colonel  Fran- 
cis, at  the  time  he  was  killed,  that  they  received  their  sub- 
sistence money  of  him.  And  the  Secretary  is  also  hereby 
directed,  to  deliver  to  the  said  committee  the  papers  accom- 
panying the  petition  aforesaid,  to  be  used  by  them  as 
vouchers  in  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  this  Common- 
wealth against  the  United  States.         February  16,  1784. 
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Chapter  65. 

RESOLVE   EMPOWERING  COLLECTORS   OF  TAXES   PREVIOUS  TO  (JJiarf.    65 
1775,   TO    COLLECT    THE    TAXES    COMMITTED    TO    THEM    TO  ^' 

COLLECT  BY  HARRISON  GRAY,  ESQ;  TREASURER;  WITH 
DIRECTIONS  TO  THE  PRESENT  TREASURER  HOW  TO  PRO- 
CEED AGAINST  SUCH  DELINQUENT  COLLECTORS,  DEFICIENT 
TOWNS,   cScc.   &c. 

W/iereaa  it  appears,  from  the  books  of  Harrison  Gray, 
Esq:  late  Treasurer  of  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts- 
Bay,  U02V  Coimnonwealth  of  ISIassachusetts,  that  certain 
collectors  who  ivere,  by  warrants  issued  under  the  seal  of 
the  said  Province,  empowered  and  directed  to  collect  public 
taxes  granted  previous  to  the  year  Yllb,  have  neglected  to 
compleattJieir  respective  collections,  and  to  make  a  final  set- 
tlement of  their  accounts  witli  the  Treasurer  of  this  Com- 
monwealth. 

Resolved,  That  all  collectors  within  this  Commonwealth, 
who  were  empowered  and  directed  to  collect  public  taxes 
granted  previous  to  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-live,  by  warrants  issued  under  the  seal  afore- 
said, be,  and  they  hereby  are  as  fully  and  amply  author- 
ized and  empowered  to  compleat  their  respective  collections 
of  the  same,  by  virtue  of  the  said  warrants,  as  collectors 
now  arc  authorized  and  empowered  to  collect  public  taxes 
by  virtue  of  warrants  issued  under  the  seal  of  this  Com- 
monwealth. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  hereby  is  empowered  and  directed,  to  proceed  in 
the  same  manner  against  such  deficient  collectors,  in  order 
to  bring  them  to  a  settlement  of  their  accounts,  as  against 
other  deficient  collectors. 

And  whereas  returns  have  not  as  yet  been  made  into  the 
Treasurer's  office  {according  to  laiv)  that  certain  taxes, 
granted  and  apportioned  upon  divers  towns,  districts,  and 
plantations  within  this  Commonwealth, previous  to  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five,  have  ever  been 
assessed  upon  the  inhabitants  of  such  towns,  districts,  and 
p>lantations,  by  the  assessors  thereof:  —  Therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
directed,  to  ascertain  the  sums  which  are  due  from  the  defi- 
cient towns,  districts  and  plantations,  which  have  made 
no  returns  as  aforesaid,  and  to  issue  his  warrant  to  the 
assessors  of  each  of  the  said  towns,  districts  and  planta- 
tions, for  the  time  being,  by  an  assessment  to  apportion  on 
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the  said  towns,  districts  and  plantations,  the  sums  due  from 
them  respectively,  according  to  the  rules  prescribed  by  the 
last  State  tax  act,  excepting  that  in  the  said  assessment  a 
sum  shall  be  set  on  each  poll  greater  or  less  than  the  sum 
set  on  a  poll  by  the  said  tax  act,  in  proportion  as  the  sum, 
in  regard  to  which  each  of  such  towns,  districts  or  planta- 
tions, shall  be  found  deficient,  shall  be  greater  or  less  than 
the  said  towns,  districts  or  plantations,  proportion  of  iii:o 
liundred  thousand 2:)02mds,  as  apportioned  on  them  by  the 
said  act,  the  Treasurer  in  his  said  w^arrants,  to  direct  that 
returns  be  made  into  the  Treasurer's  office,  of  such  assess- 
ments, and  of  the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom  the  col- 
lection thereof  is  committed,  without  delay ;  and  the 
Treasurer  is  hereby  further  directed  to  order  in  his  said 
warrants,  that,  in  case  any  of  the  sums  aforementioned 
have  been  alread}'^  assessed,  returns  be  made  into  the  Treas- 
urer's office  of  such  assessment  or  assessments,  and  of  the 
names  of  the  persons  to  whom  the  collection  thereof  has 
been  committed,  as  soon  as  may  be  practicable. 

February  IS,  1784. 


Chap.  66 


Chapter  66. 

RESOLVE  FOR  DIVIDING  THE  COUNTY  OF  ESSEX  INTO  TWO 
DISTRICTS,  AND  FOR  APPOINTING  COLLECTORS  OF  EXCISE 
FOR   EACH   DISTRICT,   cScc. 

^^^ie7'eas  tJiere  is  a  great  extent  of  sea  coast,  and  many 
considerable  maritime  towns  in  the  county  o/" Essex,  and  it 
appeal's  p)robable  that  more  monies  ivould  come  into  the 
treasury  of  this  Commomvealth,  from  the  duties  of  impost 
and  excise,  in  a  collection  thereof,  by  having  two  Collectors 
in  the  said  county,  than  by  the  ptresent  mode  by  one  Col- 
lector only  : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  county  of  Essex,  so  far  only  as 
the  collection  of  the  duties  of  impost  and  excise  is  con- 
cerned, from  and  after  the  15th  day  of  Jif/y  next,  ensuing, 
be,  and  hereby  is  declared  to  be  divided  into  two  districts, 
viz.  an  eastern  and  a  western  district,  and  that  the  towns  of 
Salisbury ,  Amesbury ,  J^ewburyport,  jVeicbury,  Bradford, 
Haverhill,  Rowley,  Ipswich,  Methuen,  and  Boxford,  be, 
and  hereby  are  declared  to  be  the  Eastern  district,  and  that 
the  towns  of  Salem,  Marblehead,  Lynn,  Lynnfield,  Dan- 
gers, Beverly,  Wenharn,  Andover,  Gloucester,  JSlanchester , 
Middletown,  and  Top)sfield,  be,  and  hereby  are  declared  to 
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be  the  Western  district,  and  that  there  be  annually  chosen 
and  appointed,  a  suitable  person  as  a  Collector  of  the 
duties  of  impost  and  excise  for  each  of  the  said  districts, 
agreeably  to  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  for  the  choice 
and  appointment  of  Collectors  of  the  duties  of  impost  and 
excise,  for  the  several  counties  within  the  same,  and  that 
each  of  the  said  Collectors  for  the  said  districts,  in  the  said 
county  of  Essex,  from  and  after  the  said  fifteenth  day  of 
3Iai/  next,  shall  l)e  subject  in  all  things  to  similar  obliga- 
tions, and  vested  with  similar  powers  and  privileges  in  his 
said  oflice  of  a  Collector,  to  those  of  the  several  Collectors 
of  the  duties  of  impost  and  excise,  chosen  and  appointed 
to,  and  in  the  several  counties  of  this  Commonwealth, 
except  that  until  the  fifteenth  day  of  Mai/  next,  the  pres- 
ent Collector  of  Excise  for  the  said  county,  or  whoever 
else  may  be  appointed  for  the  western  district  in  his  room, 
shall  have  the  same  power  of  receiving  all  monies  which 
may  become  due,  or  for  which  bond  may  be  given  in  the 
said  county,  for  the  duties  of  impost  and  excise,  and  of 
settling  all  his  accounts,  and  to  be  accountable  in  every 
respect  for  every  matter  that  has  any  relation  to  his  office, 
that  may  occur  before  the  said  fifteenth  day  of  Mai/  next, 
in  the  same  manner  as  though  the  county  had  not  been 
divided  into  districts  as  aforesaid.        February  18,  1784. 

'     Chapter  67. 

LETTER  TO   THE   DELEGATES  FROM   THIS  STATE   IN  CONGRESS,  (JJfnj)     g7 
RESPECTING    CONDUCTORS    OF     OX    TEAMS,  IN    THE     YEAR  -^* 

1781;   AND  REQUESTING  THE    GOVERNOR  TO    SIGN   AND   FOR- 
WARD A   COPY   TO   THE  DELEGATES. 

GENTLEMEN, 
The  conductors  of  ox  teams  belonging  to  this  Com- 
monwealth, who  were  employed  by  the  Quarter  Master 
General  of  the  army,  at  the  particular  request  of  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  in  the  campaign  of  1781,  by  their 
memorial  of  the  22d  ultimo,  addressed  to  the  Legislature 
of  this  Commonwealth,  represent,  that  notwithstanding 
more  than  two  years  have  elapsed  since  they  were  entitled 
to  the  ])enefit  of  their  contracts  with  the  said  Quarter  Mas- 
ter General ;  and  though  regular  applications  have  been 
made  in  the  interjm  to  Congress,  and  to  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Finance,  for  the  above  purpose,  yet  they  have 
never  been  able  to  obtain  any  compensation  for  their  ser- 
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vices,  though  the  citizens  of  other  States,  who  were  em- 
ployed in  the  business  of  transportation  for  the  army  in 
the  same  year,  and  for  the  same  important  and  successful 
expedition  at  York  Toicn,  have  long  since  received  the 
stipulated  reward  for  their  services  and  losses,  through 
the  said  Superintendent  of  Finance  ;  and  in  terms  equally 
just  and  atiecting,  describe  the  pointed  distresses  arising 
from  various  causes,  which  they  have  already  experienced, 
particularly  from  their  being  so  long  deprived  of  their 
just  dues,  and  from  the  pressing  importunity  of  the  under 
contractors,  very  many  of  whom  have  instituted  suits  at 
law  against  the  said  conductors,  in  order  to  compel  them 
to  a  discharge  of  the  debts  due  to  them  for  teaming,  and 
others  of  the  said  under  contractors  threaten  them  with  a 
similar  fate,  which  must  inevitably  involve  them  and  their 
families  in  total-  ruin,  unless  thej^  are  very  speedily  enabled 
to  pay  ofl'  the  said  under  contractors  ;  and.  conclude  by 
praying,  that  the  suras  due  to  them  respectively,  agree- 
able to  their  several  contracts  with  the  said  Quarter  Mas- 
ter General,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  something  more 
ih^n  fifteen  tJiousand  pounds,  may  be  paid  them  out  of  the 
public  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  charged  to 
the  United  States  :  But  though  conscious  of  the  impor- 
tant services  rendered  the  United  States  by  the  said  teams, 
and  deepl}^  impressed  by  a  sense  of  the  complicated  dis- 
tresses to  which  the  said  conductors  an.d  their  families  are 
likely  to  be  reduced,  from  this  delay  of  public  justice ; 
yet,  in  the  present  state  of  our  internal  finance,  the  Legis- 
lature are  unable  to  grant  them  the  wished  for  relief,  in 
any  other  way  than  by  deducting  the  amount  of  the  sums 
due  to  them  respectively,  out  of  this  State's  quota  of  the 
Continental  tax,  now  coming  into  the  treasury.  You  are 
therefore  directed  to  propose  and  urge  this  measure  to 
Congress,  as  a  tribute.due  to  justice  and  to  merit ;  but  if 
it  should  be  rejected  as  inadmissible,  you  are  then  to  use 
your  utmost  influence  with  that  honorable  body,  that  some 
immediate  and  efficacious  step  may  be  taken  for  the  relief 
of  those  unhappy  sufferers. 

Read  and  accepted,  and  thereupon  Ordered,  That  a  fair 
copy  of  the  above  letter  be  taken  ;  and  that  the  Governor 
be  requested  to  transmit  the  same,  directed  to  the  Dele- 
gates of  this  Commonwealth  in  Congress. 

^  February  18,  1784. 
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Chapter  68. 

^.^  Chap.  68 


RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF   XATHAXIEL  WAIT,  TO  NOTIFY 
THE     ADVERSE     PARTY     TO     SHEW     CAUSE,    THE     SECON 
WEDNESDAY  OF  THE  NEXT  GENERAL  COURT. 

0)i  tlie  petition  of  Nathaniel  "Wait,  setting  forth,  that 
George  Fechain  unduly  obtained  a  judgment  against  him, 
at  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  held  at  Cambridge,  in  and 
for  the  county  of  Middlesex,  in  Xovember  last,  and  pray- 
ing  that  the  said  execution  maybe  stayed,  for  reasons  set 
forth  in  the  said  petition  : 

Besolved,  That  the  petitioner  notify  the  adverse  party, 
by  serving  him  with  an  attested  copy  of  the  said  petition, 
and  this  order  thereon,  fourteen  days  previous  to  the 
second  Wednesday  of  the  next  sitting  of  the  General 
Court,  to  shew  cause  (if  any  he  should  have)  on  the  said 
day,  why  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  should  not  be 
granted ;  and  that  the  said  execution  be  stayed  in  the 
mean  time.  February  20,  1784. 


Chapter  69. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION    OF  DAVID  MEAD,  TO   NOTIFY  THE   (JhaV»    69 
ADVERSE    PARTY   TO   SHEW  CAUSE,  &c.  THE    SECOND    TUBS-  -^* 

DAY  OF  MARCH  NEXT. 

On  the  petition  of  David  ^Iq\\.<S.,  praying  for  a  new  trial 
on  a  certain  reference  therein  mentioned,  for  reasons  set 
forth  in  the  said  petition  : 

Resolved,  That  David  Mead  serve  Matthew  Mead  and 
Joshua  Mead  (named  in  his  said  petition)  with  an  attested 
copy  of  his  petition,  and  this  order  thereon,  six  days  at 
least  before  the  second  Tuesday  of  March  next,  that  they 
may  shew  cause,  (if  any  they  have)  on  the  said  Tuesday, 
why  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  should  not  be  granted  : 
and  that  the  execution  issued  in  consequence  of  the  said 
judgment,  be  stayed  till  the  final  decision  of  the  General 
Court  on  the  premises.  February  20,  1784. 
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Chapter  70. 

ChaV      70  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OY  JONATHAN  BROWN,  IN  BEHALF 
^  *  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  WATERTOWN,  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER 

TO  CREDIT  THE  SAID  TOWN  EIGHTEEN  POUNDS,  ON  THE 
STATE  TAX,  BEING  HALF  OF  THE  FINE  LAID  UPON  THE  SAID 
TOWN  FOR  NOT  SENDING  A  REPRESENTATIVE  THE  LAST 
YEAR. 

On   the  petition  of  Jonathan  Brown,  in  behalf  of  the 
tou'u  of  Watertown  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth 
be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed,  to  credit  to 
the  town  of  Watertown,  the  sum  of  eighteen  pounds  on 
the  last  State  tax,  being  one-half  of  the  fine  laid  upon  the 
/  said  town,  for  not  sending  a  representative  the  last  year 
to  the  General  Court.  February  21,  1784. 


Chap 


Chapter  71. 

iT-j    RESOLVE  ON  THE    PETITION   OF   JOHN  DUNSMORE,  ALLOWING 
*  HIM  FIFTY  POUNDS   TO  ENABLE    JABEZ   HATCH,  ESQ;  LATE 

D.  Q.  M.  G.  OR  SOME  OTHER  PERSON  APPOINTED  BY  HIM,  TO 
PROCEED  TO  CONGRESS,  TO  SOLICIT  PAYMENT  FOR  CERTAIN 
DEBTS  CONTRACTED  IN  THE  TRANSPORTATION  OF  STORES 
TO  THE  ARMY,  AND  TO  GIVE  HIS  OBLIGATION  TO  REPAY 
THE  SAME. 

On  the  pf^iition  of  John  Dunsmore  and  Joseph  M'CIin- 
tock,  late  conductors  of  teams,  shelving  their  peculiar  diffi- 
culties and  distresses,  in  consequence  of  a  number  of  execu- 
tions gone  forth  against  them,  in  favour  of  sundrf/  persons 
iL'hom.  they  had  employed  in  the  Continental  Army  as 
teamsters,  and  for  services  done  for  the  Continent,  for 
lohich  they  gave  their  personal  obligations,  and  have  not 
been  able  to  this  day  to  obtain  any  pay  for  the  same,  and 
therefore  praying  under  their  great  distress,  that  this  Gen- 
eral Court  would  afford  them  relief  or  grant  them  a  sum 
of  money,  that  they  might  thereby  be  enabled  to  proceed  to 
Congress  to  solicit  the  payment  of  their  just  debts: 

Hesolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  public 
treasury,  the  sura  ol  fifty  pounds  ufto  Jabez  Hatch,  late 
Deputy  Quarter  Master  General,  to^nable  him,  or  such 
person  as  he  shall  appoint,  to  proceed  to  Congress  for  the 
purpose  of  soliciting  payment  of  the  debts  mentioned  in 
the  petition,  and  those  referred  to  in  a  letter  from  this 
Court,  to  the  delegates  in  Congress  on  the   subject ;  the 
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said  Jahez  Hatch,  or  the  petitioners,  giving  to  the  Treas- 
urer of  this  Commonwealth  his  or  their  ol)ligation,  to 
repay  the  same  within  three  months  from  the  date  hereof. 

February  21,  1784. 

Chapter  72. 

RESOLVE  DIRECTING  TOWNS  WHO    HAVE   NOT    RETURNED  DU-  (Jfiaj),    72 
PLICATE  RECEITTS  OF  BEEF,  TO  EXHIBIT  THEM  TO  THE  GOV-  ^  ' 

ERNOR  AND  COUNCIL,  AND  ALLOWING  A  FURTHER  TIME  FOR 
SAID  RETURN  IN  CASE  OF  NEGLECT. 

W/iereas  if  cqij^earx  (o  this  Court,  that  several  toinis  in 
this  Coininonv'ealth,  have  actualli/  procured,  in  jwrt  or  in 
full,  their  quotas  of  heef,  required  hy  the  several  resolves 
of  September  the  2bth,  and  December  theAth,  1780,  and 
June  tJie  22r7,  1781,  hut  through  inattention  or  mistake, 
have  not  returned  the  necessary  duplicate  receijits  into  the 
Secretary's  office,  as  jxjinted  out  in  the  severed  resolves  for 
apjiortioning  the  same,  which  neglect  has  occasioned  execu- 
tions being  issued  against  the  said  towns,  hy  the  Treasurer 
of  this  Comnionirealfh  :  —  Tlierefore 

Resolrpd,  That  those  towns  who  have  heretofore  neg- 
lected to  return  their  duplicate  receipts  into  the  Secre- 
tary's office,  as  aforesaid,  have  liberty  to  exhibit  them  to 
the  Governor  and  Council,  (the  resolve  of  July  the  10th, 
1783,  limiting  the  time  of  exhibiting  the  said  duplicate 
receipts  to  the  tirst  day  of  XovenJjev  then  following,  not- 
withstanding, provided  such  receipts  are  so  exhibited  on 
or  before  the  first  day  of  July  next)  and  the  Governor 
and  Council  are  hereby  empowered  to  receive  and  examine 
the  same,  and  when,  and  so  often  as  it  shall  appear  to 
them  that  any  town  has  either  in  part  or  fully  complied 
Avith  the  requisitions  aforesaid,  that  in  every  such  case  the 
Governor  Avith  advice  of  Council  be,  and  hereby  is  em- 
powered, to  give  the  said  town  a  certificate  for  the  sum 
such  town  shall  have  actually  paid,  which  has  not  been 
already  considered  and  credited,  which  certificate  shall  be 
received  by  the  Sheriff  in  discharge  of  the  execution,  in 
part  or  in  full,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  the  Treasurer  is 
directed  to  govern  himself  accordingly  ;  such  negligent 
town  paying  the  cost  which  has  arisen  in  consequence  of 
such  neglect,  excepting  only  in  such  cases  where  the  said 
executions  have  been  occasioned  by  mistake  in  the  pro- 
portioning of  such  beef,  in  every  such  case  the  cost  of 
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execution  shall  be  paid  by  the  Commonwealth,  any  resolve 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  February  21,  1784. 


Chap,  73 


Chapter  73. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  JAMES  WITIIERELL,  AND 
JOSHUA  PRAT,  EMPOWERING  THE  COURT  OF  SESSIONS  IN 
THE  COUNTY  OF  YORK,  RELATIVE  TO  TAXES. 

On  the ];)etifion  o/"  James  Witherell,  and  Joshua  Pray  : 

Wherecifi  it  c(j)j)ears  to  this  Court,  titat  there  remains  due 
to  James  Witherell,  coUector  of  Lebanon,  in  the  county 
of  York,  for  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-nine,  and  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty, 
the  sum  of  seventy  three  pounds  sixteen  shillings  and  five 
pence,  from  tlie  inhalyitants  rf  the  plantation  of  Shap- 
leighton,  and  that  there  remains  due  to  John  Pray,  collec- 
tor of  the  same  toivn,  for  the  years  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-one,  and  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-two,  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  sixty-four 
pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  four  pence,  from  the  said 
inhabitants,  who,  in  all  the  years  aforesaid,  were  taxed  as 
adjacents  to  the  said  town  of  Lebanon :  And  2chereas  it 
appeal's  that  the  said  collectors  are,  and  have  been  unable  to 
collect  the  sums  aforesaid,  to  them  respectively  committed, 
v:hic]i  inability  as  has  been  rej)resented  to  this  Court,  arises 
from  the  said  inhabitants  being  over  rated  in  the  years 
aforesaid,  by  the  said  town.      Therefore 

Resolved,  That  execution  against  the  said  collectors  as 
to  the  sum  aforesaid,  to  them  respectively  due  as  afore- 
said, be  suspended  until  the  first  day  of  Xovember  next. 
And  it  is  further 

liesolved.  That  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the 
Peace  within  and  for  the  said  county,  are  authorized  and 
empowered,  upon  application  to  them  made  by  any  of  the 
said  inhabitants,  (at  or  before  their  sessions  in  the  month 
of  October  next)  who  have  not  paid  their  taxes  due  as 
aforesaid,  to  abate  him  or  them  so  applying  the  whole  or 
such  proportion  of  his  or  their  taxes  respectively,  as  the 
said  Court  may  judge  equitable,  notwithstanding  the 
neglect  of  the  said  inhabitants  or  any  of  them,  in  not 
giving  in  their  valuation  to  the  assessors  of  the  said  town. 
And  it  is  further 

liesolved.  That  all  such  sums  as  may  be  abated  the  said 
inhabitants  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  assessed  upon  the  inhabi- 
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tants  of  the  said  town  of  Lehcoton,  in  the  next  tax  which 
may  be  assessed  upon  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth, 
by  the  General  Court  after  the  said  session  of  the  Court 
of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  aforesaid,  or  as  soon 
afterwards  as  may  be  convenient,  in  addition  to  the  said 
town's  ordinary  proportion  of  such  tax  :  In  order  to  which 
assessment,  it  is  further 

liesoh-ed.  That  the  Clerk  of  the  said  Court  of  General 
Sessions  of  the  Peace,  is  hereby  directed  to  keep  an  exact 
account  of  all  sums  that  may  be  abated  the  said  inhabi- 
tants, or  any  of  them  as  aforesaid,  and  transmit  an 
attested  copy  thereof  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  the  Secretary 
of  this  Conmion wealth.     And  it  is  further 

liCxoJrt'd ^  That  the  said  collectors  nor  either  of  them, 
shall  collect  any  of  the  taxes  aforesaid,  from  any  of  the 
said  inhabitants,  unless  by  their  own  consent,  until  after 
the  close  of  the  said  session  of  the  Court  of  General  Ses- 
sions of  the  Peace.  February  23,  1784. 

Chapter  74. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  Of  NATHANIEL  DICKENSON,  JUN.  QfiQ/n^    74 
IN    BEHALF   OF  THE   TOWN    OF  AMHERST,  ABATING    A    FINE  "' 

LAID  ON  THE  SAID  TOWN, 

On  (Jie  petition  of  Nathaniel  Dickenson,  _;V;i.  in  behalf 
of  the  town  of  Amherst,  setting  forth,  that  the  said  town 
of  Amherst  was  fined  in  the  last  /State  tax,  the  sum  of 
twenty-eight  pounds  six  shillings  and  eight  pence,  praT/- 
ing  that  the  same  may  he  abated,  for  reasons  set  forth  in 
his  petition: 

Ilexoh'pd^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be,  and 
he  is  hereby  directed,  to  credit  the  said  town  oi  Amherst, 
in  the  last  State  t.ix,  one-half  of  the  sum  laid  on  said 
town,  for  not  sending  a  representative  in  the  year  1782. 

February  23,  1784. 

Chapter  75. 

RE80LVE    ALLOWING     WILLIAM   BUCKMINSTER,    A    PENSIONER  HJjn^     75 
ONE  EIGHTH  PAY,  TO  COMMENCE  THE  22(1  FEBRUARY,  1782.        ^"'^F'     *^ 

On  the  representation  of  John  Lucas,  Commissary  of 
Pensioners,  in  behalf  of  William  Buckminster,  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel,   ii'Jio    on    the   \lfh    (f  June,    1775,    on    the 
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Jieiglf.'^  of  Charlestown,  received  a  v:ound  in  his  right 
shoiihler,  n'hereh//  he  has  in  a  great  oneasure  lost  the  use  of 
the  said  shoulder  joint : 

Besolved,  That  the  said  William  Buch' minster-,  be 
allowed  a  pension  of  one-eighth  pay,  to  commence  the 
22d  of  Fehriiary,  A.  D.  1782,  the  said  pension  to  con- 
tinue until  the  further  order  of  the  General  Court,  or 
order  of  Congress.  February  23,  1784. 

Chapter  76. 

Chan    76  i^esolve  on  the  petition  of  joseph  bowman,  esq;  in  be- 

■^  HALF  OF  THE  TOWN   OF  NEW  BRAINTREE,  ABATING  A  FINE 

LAID  ON  THE  SAID  TOWN. 

On  the  jjetition  of  Joseph  Bowman,  Esq;  in  helialf  of 
the  tovni  q/'New  Braintree,  setting  for  tit,  that  the  toicn  ivas 
fined  in  the  last  State  tax  for  a  deficiency  of  tivo  five 
months  men,  praying  that  the  same  may  he  abated,  and 
they  alloiced  the  bounty  for  the  said  two  men,  for  reasons 
set  forth  in  his  jtetition: 

Wliereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  that  the  tov:n  of  New 
Braintree  did  actually  raise  and  march  the  ivhole  number 
of  men  required  of  the  said  town,  by  a  resolve  of  the  SOth 
of  June,  1781  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  hereby  is  directed,  to  credit  the  town  of  J^ew  Brain- 
tree forty-two  pounds  nine  shillings  and  three-pence,  in  the 
last  State-tax,  it  beino-  the  fine  and  bounty  for  two  five 
months  men.  February  23,  1784. 

Chapter  77. 

Char)    77  i^esolte  on  the  petition  of  james  stone,  in  behalf  of 
-^  the  town  of  western,  remitting  a  fine  laid  on  said 

TOWN. 

On  the  petition  of  James  Stone,  in  behalf  of  the  town  of 
"Western,  setting  forth ,  that  the  said  toivn  was  fined  in  the 
last  State  tax,  the  sum  o/' forty-three  pounds  eight  shillings, 
for  not  sending  a  Representative,  yraying  that  the  same 
mai/  he  abated,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  his  petition  : 

Resolved,  That  the  pra3^er  of  the  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be,  and 
he  hereby  is  directed,  to  credit  the  said  town  of  Western 
in  the  last  State  tax,  the  sum  oi  fourteen  pounds  nine  shil- 
lings and  four  j^ence,  being  one-third  part  of  the  above 
said  fine.  "  February  23,  1784. 
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Chapter  78. 

RESOLVE   ON  THE   PETITION  OF    JOXATHAX   WORTHINGTOy.     (Jhaj),    78 

On  the  j)etition  of  Jonathan  Worthington,  ^;rff?/?'?i(/  that 
he  may  he  enabled  to  enter  his  action  mentioned  in  his  peti- 
tion, against  Joseph  Poase,  tJie  same  being  discontinned: 

liesoJyed,  That  the  said  Jonathan  serve  the  said  Josejjh 
M-ith  a  copy  of  his  petition,  and  this  resolve  on  the  same 
(the  said  service  to  be  made  by  delivery  thereof  to  him, 
or  leaving"  them  at  his  last  and  usual  place  of  al)ode)  four- 
teen days  l)eforc  the  next  sitting  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  in  the  county  of  Ha mj) shire,  at  which  term  (the  said 
Joseph  being  served  with  the  said  copy  in  manner  as  afore- 
said) the  Justices  of  the  said  Court,  on  the  motion  of  the 
said  Jonathan,  shall  order  the  entry  of  the  said  action, 
unless  the  said  Joseph  shall  then  and  there  make  it  appear 
to  the  said  Justices  that  such  entry  is  inconsistent  with  the 
evident  principles  of  justice  and  equity ;  and  on  entry  of 
the  said  action,  the  said  Justices  shall  proceed  therein  to 
final  judgment  and  execution,  and  may  consider  of  the 
report  of  the  referees,  in  as  ample  a  manner  as  they  might 
have  done,  had  the  said  action  never  have  1)een  discontinued. 

February  23,  1784. 


Chapter  79. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE   PETITION  OF  THE   TOWNS   OF  BARNSTABLE,   QJin^f     TQ 
SAXDWICn  AND    FALMOUTH,   DIRECTING    THE    TREASURER  -^ 

TO  STAY  EXECUTIONS  AGAINST  SAID  TOW'NS,  FOR  HALF 
THEIR  TAXES,  TO  THE  FIRST  OF  JANUARY  NEXT;  AND 
AGAINST  THE  CONSTABLES  AND  COLLECTORS  OF  YARMOUTH, 
AND   OTHER  TOWNS,   FOR  THREE  FOURTHS,   UNTIL. 

Resolved ^  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  is  hereby  directed,  to  stay  executions  against  the 
constal)les  and  collectors  of  the  towns  of  Barnstable,  Saiid- 
I'-ich  and  Falmouth,  for  one  half  of  each  of  the  public  taxes 
now  against  them,  until  the  first  day  of  January  next. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  said  Treasurer  is 
directed  to  stay  execution  against  the  constables  and  col- 
lectors of  the  towns  of  Yarmouth,  Eastham,  Chatham, 
Harwich  and  Truro,  for  three-fourths  of  each  of  the  pub- 
lic taxes  now  against  them,  until  the  first  day  of  January 
next,  any  act  or  resolve  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

February  24,  1784. 
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CTiapter  SO. 

CTiaD     SO  KtSOLVE     AT.TOWTXa    THE     COI^N'TT    TREASURER'S    ACCOUNTS 
"'  FOR   THE   COUNTY  OF    PLTMOUTH. 

On  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  county  of 
Plymouth : 

WJiereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  that  the  monies  men- 
tioned in  the  said  accounts y  have  been  appropriated  agree- 
ably to  the  laic: 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  said  accounts  be,  and  they 
hereby  are  allowed.  February  25.  1 784. 


Chapter    81. 

Chap.    SI  -^  ^JSANT  OF    THREE   HrXDRED  POUXDS,    FOR    THE    PURPOSE 
•^'  OF  DEFRAYIXG  THE  EXFENCE  OF  THE  PUBLIC  EXTERTAIN- 

MENT  OX  FRIDAY  NEXT. 

Resolved.  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be,  and  he 
hereby  is  requested,  with  the  consent  of  Council,  to  make 
his  warrant  on  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  for 
the  payment  of  a  sum  not  exceeding  three  hundred  pounds, 
to  defray  the  expence  of  the  public  entertainment  on  Fri- 
dav  next.  F'^bro.anj  25.  17i4. 


Chapter  82. 

Cliaj).  S2  s^iscivz  cy  the  petition  of  thohas  joxes,  ts  behalf 
*^*     "      of  tkz  towx  of  hull,  abating  one-half  the  defi- 
ciencies of  beef  laid  on  said  towx. 

upon  the  petition  of  Thomas  .Jones,  in  behalf  of  the  toicn 
<>/"Hull,  praying  that  the  said  toxcn  may  he  ahated  their 
deficiency  of  the  se^:eraX  requisitions  for  heef.  for  reasons 
set  forth  in  his  peiifion: 

Resolved.  That  the  prayer  be  so  far  granted,  as  that  the 
sum  of  twenty  eight  pounds  and  ttixteern  shillings,  be  abated 
the  said  town  of  Hull,  the  same  being  one-half  of  what  is 
still  due  from  the  said  town  of  HuU,  on  account  of  the  sev- 
eral requisitions  made  on  them  for  beef;  and  that  the  Treas- 
urer be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed,  to  credit  the  said  town 
of  HuU  with  the  aforesaid  sum  oi  twenty-eight  pounds  and 
sbdLeen  shillings,  accordingly.  Fef/ruary  26, 17 84. 
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Chapter  S3. 

A    GRANT    OF    FOUE    POUXDS    TEX   SHILLIXGS   TO    JOHXSOy  QJiaj)     83 
MOULTOX,  ESQ;   SHERIFF  OF  THE   COUNTT  OF   TORK.  ^' 

On  the  petition  of  Johnson  Moulton,  Sheriif  of  the 
county  of  York,  seftincf  forth,  that  four  British  prisoners 
havinp  been  committed  to  him,  taJcen  at  Biddeford.  were  by 
him  committed  to  the  goal  in  York,  in  said  county,  and 
there  kept  them  two  cUtys,  and  (rt}erirards  conveyed  said 
prisoners  to  the  goal  in  Xewbury  Port,  and  praying  to  be 
alloired  ten  pounds  four  shillings  and  six-pence  : 

liesolved.  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  as  that  four  pounds  ten  shillings  be  allowed  and 
paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  said 
Johnson  Afoulton,  as  a  fiill  reward  for  the  abo^^e  mentioned 
service.  Fehruarp  26,  17S4. 

Chapter  81. 

A  GRANT   OF   TEX  POUXDS  TO  SIMEOX  AXDRES,  FOR   SERVICE  njjfjj-,     ^ 
IN  CAPTAIN   LIXCOLX^S  C0MPAN*Y.  ^nujJ.    C^ 

On  the  petition  of  Simeon  Andres,  praying  for  icages 
due  to  him  for  his  service  as  a  soldier,  in  Captain  Lin- 
coln's company: 

Jiesolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Simeon 
Andres,  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  the 
sum  of  ten  pounds,  in  full  for  his  service  while  in  Captain 
JLincobis  company,  his  being  left  out  of  the  pay  roll  not- 
withstanding. February  26,  17S4. 

Chapter  85. 
A  Grant  of  titextt  Tiro  pouxds  xixe  shillixgs  to  bex-  ri,fin    ^^ 

JAMIX  HOOPER,  IN  BEHALF  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  BIDDEFORD.       ^""F'    "^ 

On  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Hooper,  in  behalf  of  the 
town  o^Biddeford,  setting  forth,  that  in  the  year  llS'2,jiv€ 
JBritish prisoners  weit  taken  and  brought  into  the  said  town, 
one  of  whom  was  wounded,  and  xras  at  the  expence  of  the 
said  town  attended  icith  a  surgeon,  nurse,  and  necessaries, 
for  the  time  of  eight  weeks,  thai  four  of  the  said  pris- 
oners were  sent  to  the  goal  of  the  said  county,  for  which 
service  the  petitioner  prays  that  the  town  may  be  paid 
out  of  the  treasury,  the  su?7i  of  thirty  two  pounds  thi'ee 
shilliiiirs  : 
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Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  as  that  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  treas- 
•  ury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  said  town  oi  Biddeford, 
twenty  tico  pounds  nine  shillings,  in  full  for  the  said  ser- 
vice respecting  the  said  five  prisoners,  and  charge  the  same 
to  the  United  States  of  Anierica.         February  26,  1784. 

Cliapter  86. 
Chap.  86  RESOLVE  directing  the  treasurer  to  consolidate  gov- 

-^  *  ERNMENT   SECURITIES   TILL  JUNE  NEXT. 

Whereas  the  business  of  consolidating  goveritrnent  securi- 
ties is  now  ahnost  brought  to  a  close : 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  hereljy  is 
directed,  to  continue  the  business  of  consolidating  govern- 
ment securities,  and  to  allow  the  premium  of  four  per  cent, 
ordered  by  government,  until  the  fifteenth  day  of  June 
next,  and  no  longer. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  publish  the  foregoing 
Resolve  in  Independent  Chronicle  printed  in  Boston  and 
in  the  Salem,  Worcester  and  Springfield  News  papers. 

February  26,  1784. 


Chap 


Chapter  87. 

37  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  ALEXANDER  CRAWFORD,  AND 
JAMES  BELL,  EMPOWERING  THEM  TO  MAKE  SALE  OF  THE 
ESTATE    MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Alexander  Crawford,  and  James 
Bell,  administirttors  on  the  estate  of  Margaret  Crawford, 
late  of  Rutland,  deceased,  j)raying  for  leave  to  sell  the 
said  estate: 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Alexander  and  James,  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  impowered,  to  make  sale  of  the  said  estate 
for  the  most  it  will  fetch,  and  by  good  and  suflScient  deed 
or  deeds,  to  convey  the  same  to  the  purchaser  or  pur- 
chasers, in  as  ample  a  manner  as  it  was  held  l)y  the  said 
Margaret,  provided  that  the  said  Alexander,  and  James, 
do  first  give  such  bond  to  the  Judge  for  Probate  of  wills, 
and  granting  administration  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  as 
he  shall  deem  sufiicient,  conditioned  that  the  said  Alexan- 
der, and  James,  in  the  sale  of  the  said  estate,  shall  conform 
to  and  proceed  according  to  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth, 
touching  the  sale  of  real  estates  by  administrators,  and 
also  to  pay  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  into  the  treasury  of 
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the  said  Commonwealth,  except  what  may  be  accounted 
for  on  the  settlement  of  the  said  estate,  and  the  reasonable 
expences  of  sale  allowed  by  the  said  Judge,  and  the  pro- 
ceeds of  sale  so  paid  into  the  treasury,  shall  be  for  the  use 
of  the  said  Commonwealth,  until  the  heirs  of  the  said  Mar- 
f/aret  shall  appear.  February  28,  1784. 

Chapter  88. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  GEORGE  WILLIAMS,  IN  BEHALF  /^^/vri  88 
OF  THE  TOWN  OF  SALEM,  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  ^"'^1''  °° 
CREDIT  THE   SAID  TOWN   FOR  A  FINE. 

On  the  pedtion  of  Mr.  George  Williams,  in  behalf  of 
(he  toion  q/ Salem,  setting  forth,  that  the  said  toion  is  fined 
for  six  men,  and  that  the  said  town  hy  a  resolve  of  Court, 
March  7,  1782,  icere  ordered  to  raise  thirty  three  men,  and 
have  produced  receipts  for  tiventy  nine  men: 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  hereby  is 
ordered,  to  credit  the  town  of  iSalem  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred forty-eight  pounds  three  shillings  and  four  pence, 
l)eing  for  a  wrong  charge  of  two  men,  as  by  receipts  fully 
appears.  February  28,  1784. 


Chapter  89. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  MOSES  BROWN,  GIVING 
DIRECTIONS  TO  THE  TREASURER  IN  CONSOLIDATING  CER- 
TAIN  NOTES. 

Gil  tJie petition  of  Moses  Brown,  setting  forth,  that  he 
received  of  the  Board  of  War,  in  part  payment  for  the  brig 
Defence,  employed  by  this  State,  and  lost  in  the  expedition 
against  Penobscot,  tJie  sum  q/'eleven  thousand  six  hundred 
and  sixty-six  pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  four  pence,  in 
twenty  notes,  dated  August  the  fifteenth,  md,from  iV".  1. 
to  ^Y".  20.  inclusive,  signed  by  H.  Gardner,  Treasurer, 
payable  September  the  first,  1785,  and  designated  by  these 
ivords,  "  committee  ivar,"  printed  at  the  top)  thereof,  and 
that  the  same  were  dated  as  aforesaid  by  mistake,  and  that 
the  same  notes  ought  to  have  been  dated  July  6,  1779,  the 
day  the  said  brig  was  appraised,  and  praying  that  in  con- 
solidating the  same,  they  may  be  calculated  and  allowed, 
as  bearing  'date  the  said  sixth  day  q/"  July  : 

liesolved.  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  is  hereby  impowered  and  directed,  in  consolidating 


Chap.  89 
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the  said  notes,  when  presented  therefor,  to  compute,  allow, 
and  calculate  them  in  the  same  manner  as  though  they  bore 
date,  or  had  been  dated  the  said  sixth  day  oiJuly,  A.  D. 
1779,  and  new  notes  to  give  accordingly. 

February  28,1784. 

Chapter  90. 

Chan    90  resolve  on  the  petition  of  luther  bailey,  granting 

\y  lUjJ.  ^^^^     ^^^    POUNDS     FOR     DEPRECIATION     ON     HIS     THREE 

MONTHS  PAY  FOR  1780. 

On  the 2)etition  of  Luther  Bailey,  late  Captain  in  the 
second  Massachusetts  regiment,  praying  for  the  deprecia- 
tion on  his  three  months  pay  for  1780,  vihich  v:as  received 
in  hills  of  the  new  emission,  to  be  made  up: 

Unsolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury 
of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  said  Luther  Bailey,  six 
pounds,  in  full  of  the  depreciation  on  the  said  pay-. 

February  28,  1784. 

Chapter  91. 

Chan    91  Resolte  on  the  petition  of  bexjamix  lixcolx,  jun.  in 

-t  ^^  BEHALF  OF  THEODORE  MAX,  PERMITTING  HIM  TO  FILE 
HIS  COMPLAINT  AT  THE  SUPREME  JUDICIAL  COURT,  NOW 
SITTING  IN  BOSTOX. 

On  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Lincoln,  ^V;?.  in  hehalf  of 
Theodore  Man,  setting  forth,  that  at  an  Inferior  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  held  at  Boston,  in  the  county  of  Suflblk, 
in  July,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-four,  the 
said  Man  recovered  judgment  against  one  Edward  Brin- 
ley,  o/AVeston,  in  the  coi(w^?/o/" Middlesex, /or  the  sum  of 
eighteen  pounds,  laicful  money,  icitli  costs  of  suit;  from 
tchich  judgment  the  said  Yidward  appealed,  but  never  prose- 
cuted the  same;  and  that  the  said  5lan,  for  reasons  men- 
tioned in  his  said  petition,  neglected  to  fie  ?iis  complaint 
at  the  Superior  Court  for  affirmation  of  judgment,  and 
praying  therefore  that  he  may  now  have  permission  to  enter 
such  complaint : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  said  Man  now  have  permission  to  enter 
his  complaint  for  the  affirmation  of  the  said  judgment, 
at  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  now  holdeu  at  Boston,  in 
and  for  the  county   of  Suffolk;  which   Court   is   hereby 
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authorized  and  empowered  to  sustain  the  said  complaint, 
and  affirm  the  aforesaid  judgment,  as  though  the  said 
complaint  had  been  seasonably  entered  according  to  law. 

February  28,  17S4. 

Chapter  92. 

RESOLVE  ALLOWING  THE  COUNTY  TREASURER'S  ACCOUNT  FOR  (Jfiap.    92 
THE  COUNTY  OF  ESSEX.  ^' 

On  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  countr/ of  Essex  : 
Whereas  it  apj^ears  to  this  Court,  that  the  monies  men- 
tioned in  the  foregoing  accounts,  have  been  appropriated 
agreeahli/  to  the  law: 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  said  accounts  be,  and  they 
hereby  are  allowed.  February  27,  1784. 

Chapter  93. 

RESOLVE    ON   THE    PETITION  OF  ZEBEDEE  SPROUT,  AGENT  ON  (JJiav,    93 
THE  ESTATES  OF  PETER  OLIVER,  AND  PETER  OLIVER,  JUN.  ■^' 

ABSENTEES,  DIRECTING   THE    TREASURER  TO  RECEIVE  THE 
BALANCE  OF  HIS  AGENCY. 

On  the  petition  of  Zebedee  Sprout,  agent  on  the  estates 
0/ Peter  Oliver  and  Peter  Oliver,  ;wn.  absentees;  praying 
for  liberty  to  discharge  himself  of  the  balance  due  from  the 
said  agent,  unto  this  Commonwealtli ,  on  the  monies  vested 
in  his  hands,  arising  on  the  sales  and  leasing  of  those 
estates  in  papter  money,  in  bills  of  the  old  emissions,  the 
time  for  the  said  bills  being  in  circulation,  and  for  said 
agent^s  settling  his  balance  therewith,  being  elapsed,  not- 
u'itli standing,  for  reasons  set  fm'th  in  the  said  jy^tition, 
and  papers  accompanying  the  same: 

absolved,  That  Zebedee  Sprout,  agent,  as  aforesaid,  do 
pa}'  into  the  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  tlie  full  bal- 
ance of  his  accounts  in  his  said  agency,  as  it  shall  appear 
to  the  said  Treasurer,  by  a  certificate  from  the  Judge  of 
Probate,  of  the  county  of  PlymoutJi,  for  all  sales  actually 
made  of  those  estates,  during  the  time  that  paper  money 
was  a  circulating  currency,  in  this  Commonwealth,  in 
paper  money  of  the  old  emission,  and  thereupon  shall 
be  finally  discharged  for  the  said  balance  of  accounts, 
provided  he  pays  the  full  amount  of  the  said  balance 
within  thirt}'  days  from  the  passing  this  resolve. 

March  1,  1784. 
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Chapter  94. 

Chan    94  resolve  granting  a  tax  for  the  county  of  essex,  of  s/x 

-'■  '  HUNDRED  AXD  XIXETT POUXDS,  TO  BE  LEVIED  ON  THE  POLLS 

AND   ESTATES  OF   SAID    COUNTY,  FOR  DEFRAYING  CHARGES. 

Resolve  granting  a  tax  of  six  hundred  and  ninety 
jjounds,  to  be  levied  on  the  polls  and  estates  within  the 
county  oIl  ^ssex,  for  the  purposes  of  defraying  the  charges 
of  the  said  county. 

^V7le)'eas  it  appears  from  an  estimate  of  the  Justices  of 
the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  for  the  said 
county,  that  the  sum  aforesaid,  will  he  necessary  for 
defraying  the  cJiarges  of  the  said  county,  for  one  year 
next  ensuing,  the  first  Tuesday  of  December  last: 

Resolved,  That  there  be,  and  hereby  is  granted  a  tax 
of  six  hundred  and  ninety  pounds,  to  be  apportioned  and 
-assessed  on  the  polls  and  estates  within  the  said  county  of 
Essex,  and  collected,  paid  and  applied  for  the  use  of  the 
said  county,  according  to  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth. 

March  1.  1784. 


Chapter  95. 

Chan    95  Resolve  granting  a  tax  of  oxe  huxdred  axd  eighty 

-^  '  POCXDS  ON  the  polls   AND  ESTATES  WITHIN  THE  COUNTY 

OF    CUMBERLAXD,  AND    FOR    DEFRAYING   THE  CHARGES  OF 
SAID  COUNTY. 

^V1lereas  it  appears  upon  examination  of  the  estimate  of 
the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the  county 
of  Cumberland,  holden  at  Falmouth,  in  the  said  county, 
October,  1783,  that  the  sura  of  one  hundred  and  eighty 
pounds  is  necessary  to  be  raised,  to  defray  the  charges  of 
the  said  county ,  for  the  year  1784  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the 
Peace  for  the  county  of  Cumberland,  be,  and  hereby  are 
fully  authorized  and  empowered  to  le%'y  the  aforesaid  sum 
of  one  hundred  and  eighty  pounds,  upon  the  polls  and 
estates,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  for  the  purposes  above- 
mentioned.  March  1,  1784. 
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Chapter  9G. 

RESOLVE  GRANTING  A  TAX  OF  TWO  HUXDRED  POUyDS,  TO  BE  Ckup.    96 
LEVIED  ON  THE  POLLS    AND  ESTATES  WITHIN  THE  COUNTY  ^ 

OF  PLTMOUTH,  TO  DEFRAY  THE  CHARGES  OF  SAID  COUNTY. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  from  the  representa- 
tion and  estimate  of  the  Justices  of  the  Court  of  General 
Sessions  of  the  Peace,  for  the  county/  o/' Plymouth,  that  it 
is  necessary  that  th"  sum  of  Two  hundred  pounds  should 
be  raised  in  the  said  county,  for  tJie  purpose  of  defraying 
the  charges  necessary  for  the  administration  of  justice, 
within  the  said  county:    Therefore 

Resolved,  That  there  be,  and  hereby  is  granted  a  tax  of 
Two  hundred  pounds,  to  l)e  levied  on  the  polls  and  estates, 
both  real  and  personal,  within  the  said  county  of  Plym- 
outh :  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  General  Sessions 
of  the  Peace,  for  the  said  county,  is  hereby  inipowered  to 
apportion  the  said  sum,  upon  the  several  towns  within 
the  said  county,  in  the  manner  pointed  out  by  the  law  of 
this  Commonwealth,  and  to  issue  his  warrants  to  the 
Assessors  of  the  said  towns,  for  the  assessment  of  the 
same.  March  1,  17  84. 


Chai)ter  97. 

RESOLVE    ox   THE    PETITION    OF    THE    CHURCH  OF  CHRIST,  IN  CJinn     97 
WALPOLE,    IMPOWERING    THEM     TO     MAKE     SALE    OF    THE  ^  ^    i  ' 
FARM  MENTIONED. 

• 

On  the  petition  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  Walpole,  set- 
ting forth,  that  Deacon  Ezekiel  Robbins  did,  in  his  last 
will  and  testament,  hequeath  to  the  said  church  forever ,  his 
homestead  farm,  buildings  and  appurtenances  thereof,  for 
the  purpose  of  supporting  an  "  Orthodox  Congregational 
Jlinister,'^  i}i  the  said  town;  and  having  come  into  posses- 
sion of  the  said  jjreynises,  agreeable  to  the  said  icHl,  and 
representing  that  the  necessary  repairs  will  be  so  expensive, 
that  it  would  be  much  for  the  interest  of  the  said  church,  if 
they  could  obtain  liberty  to  sell  the  said  farm,  and  apply 
the  interest  of  the  proceeds  arising  by  the  sale,  for  the  pur- 
pose aforesaid,  for  reasons  set  fort li  in  the  said  petition  : 
and  further  having  made  it  appear  that  the  said  church 
have  discharged  the  legacies  ordered  in  the  said  will,  as  a 
condition  in  the  said  bequest : 


854  '  1783.  —  January  Session. 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  the  said  church  in  Walpole  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  authorized  and  impowered,  in  their  whole  body, 
or  by  a  committee  whom  they  shall  appoint,  (the  church 
being  duly  notified  for  the  purpose  of  chusing  such  com- 
mittee) to  sell,  for  the  most  the  said  farm  and  buildings 
will  fetch,  and  make  and  execute  a  good  and  lawful  deed 
or  deeds  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  thereof;  and  such 
deed  or  deeds,  so  made  and  executed,  shall  be  good  and 
valid  to  such  purchaser  or  purchasers  ;  and  the  said  church 
shall  appoint  some  person  or  persons  from  lime  to  time, 
as  the  case  may  require,  in  whom  they  can  confide,  with 
the  greatest  assurance  as  to  their  abilities  and  fidelity,  to 
receive  the  proceeds  arising  by  the  sale  of  the  said  farm, 
(and  the  whole  of  the  proceeds,  after  deducting  the 
sums  paid  as  legacies  ordered  by  the  donor  in  his  will 
as  aforesaid)  and  the  same  to  be  put  on  interest,  and  con- 
stantly and  perpetually  kept  on  interest,  without  any 
diminution,  and  the  interest  arising  to  be  appropriated 
entirely  for  the  support  of  an  orthodox,  learned,  Congre- 
gational Minister,  except  so  much  as  may  be  necessary 
for  the  support  of  the  negro  man  of  the  said  Ilohhins, 
aofreeable  to  his  will  :  and  the  whole  to  be  conducted  in 
such  manner,  as  that  the  will  of  the  said  Hobbins  may  be 
fully  answered,  without  any  equivocation  or  evasion,  to 
all  intents  and  purposes,  as  could  have  been  had  not  the 
premises  been  sold.  March  1,  1784. 


Chaj). 


Chapter  98. 

9g  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  NATHAN  BRIGHAM,  GRANTING 
HIM  TWENTY-FIVE  POUNDS,  FOR  PROSECUTING  TO  CONVIC- 
TION ONE  NATHAN  HOLBROOK,  FOR  COUNTERFEITING  MONEY 
IN  1773. 

On  the  petition  q/"  Nathan  Brigham  : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury, 
to  Nathan  Brigham,  the  sum  of  Twenty-five  pounds,  being 
a  premium  allowed  to  him  for  prosecuting  to  conviction 
one  Nathan  Ilolbrook,  for  counterfeiting  and  uttering 
sundry  pieces  in  imitation  of  Spanish  milled  dollars ;  he, 
the  said  JSfathan  Brigham,  first  lodging  in  the  Secretary's 
Ofiice,  the  warrant  he  received  for  the  same  sum,  and  for 
the  same  service,  under  the  hand  of  Thomas  Hutchinson, 
Esq  ;  Governor  of  the  then  Province  of  the  Massachusetts- 
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Bail,   l^earing    date  the   twenty-first    day   of   December^ 
177.'>.  payment  thereof  not  having  been  made. 

March  2,  1784. 


Cliapter  91). 


OF  ^MOSSAVGL^r^RF,  IN  BEHALF    Qfiaj).   99 
.V,  ALLOWING  PAYMENT  FOR  TWO  ^  * 


RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION 
OF  THE  TOWN   OF   SUfTO 
FIELD  riECES,  AND  TRANSPORTING  THE  SAME. 

On  the  petition  o/*Amos  Singletary,  Esq;  in  behalf  of 
the  town  of  Sutton,  praying  that  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Commonwealth  may  be  directed  to  pay  him  for  two  field 
pieces,  irhich  the  said  town  2)'i>'chased  at  Salem,  andfor 
the  transportation  of  the  same  from  Salem  to  the  said  town 
o/' Sutton,  ivhich  said  pieces  were  taken  into  the  use  of  the 
State  in  the  year  1775,  and  have  not  yet  been  paid  for: 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  public  treasur}'^, 
to  Amos  Sinyletary,  Esq ;  the  sum  of  Thirty  pounds, 
which  shall  be  in  full  for  the  said  two  field  pieces,  and 
the  further  sum  of  Forty  shillings,  in  full  for  the  transpor- 
tation of  the  said  field  pieces  to  Roxbury. 

March  2,  1784. 


Chapter  100. 


RESOLVE  ALLOWING  PAY  TO  A  NUMBER  OF  MEN  BORNE  ON 
THE  ROLL  OF  CAPT.  NATHAN  THAYER. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  the  sum  of  Fifty  five 
pounds,  six  shillings  and  two  pence,  to  the  men,  or  their 
order,  in  proportion  to  the  sum  set  against  their  names 
respectively,  contained  in  the  annexed  schedule;  which 
sum  appears  to  be  still  due  for  their  three  months  service 
in  the  Continental  Army  in  the  year  1780,  under  the 
command  of  Capt.  Xathan  Thayer,  which  shall  be  in  full 
for  the  said  service. 

The  folloiving  is  the  schedule  referred  to  in  the  above 
Resolve. 

["Moses  Gage,  ten potoids  eight  shillings  and  nine  j)ence, 
Sercre-int  ■  <^  -^^''on  Fales,  tico  pounds  six  shillings  and  nine  pence, 
"  '     ^'J  ls\oA<i%\\?ix\.'&\\ov\\.,two  pounds  six  shillings  and  nine  pence, 
\^  Cyrus  Thompson,  two  pounds  six  shillings  and  ninej^ence. 


Chap.lOO 
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f  LifFe  Smith,  seven  shillings  and  seven  i^ence, 
p  ,     !  John  Havtshorn,  seven  shillings  and  seven  pence, 

orp    a  fe,  -j  gji^^gQ,^  Partridge,  seven  shillings  and  seven  x>ence, 
1^  Daniel  Cook,  seven  shillings  and  seven  peiice. 

Asa  Adams,  six  shillings  and  nine  pence, 

Timoth}'  Adams,  six  shillings  and  nine  i^ence, 

Reuben  Adams,  six  shillings  and  niyie  jicnce, 

Phineas  Allen,  six  shillijigs  and  nine  pence, 

Nevvton  Adams,  six  shillings  and  nine  pence, 

Benajah  Allen,  six  shillings  and  nine  i^ence, 

Isaac  Boyden,  six  shillings  and  nine  pence, 

Jonathan  Boyden,  six  shilliiigs  and  nine  pence, 

Joel  Boyden,  seven  jioiinds  four  shillings  and  nine  pence, 

Jacob  Boyden,  six  shillings  and  nine  p)ence, 

Levi  Cheney,  six  shillings  and  nine  pence, 

Daniel  Clap,  six  shillings  and  nine  pence, 

Elijah  Clark,  six  shillings  and  nine  pence, 

Oliver  Cutler,  six  shillings  and  nine  pence, 

Samuel  Cudworth,  six  shillings  and  nine  pence, 

INIoses  Darling,  sii:  shillings  and  nine  p>ence, 

Daniel  Draper,  six  shillings  and  nine  pence, 

Asa  Ellis,  six  shillings  and  nine  pence, 

Jacob  Gould,  six  shillings  and  nine  jicnce, 

Elias  Hay  ward,  six  shillings  and  nine  p)cnce, 

Ichabod  Haws,  six  shillings  and  nine  jjence, 

Benjamin  Hewes,  six  shillitigs  and  nine  i^ence, 

Isaac  Hickson,  six  shillings  and  nine  2)ence, 

Samuel  Hills,  six  shillings  and  nine  pence, 

William  Jackson,  six  shillings  and  nine  p)ence, 

Samuel  Morse,  six  shillings  and  nine  pence, 

Obediah  Morse,  six  shillings  and  nine  pence, 

Timothy  Petty,  six  shillings  and  nine  j^ence. 

Lot  Perry,  six  shillings  and  nine  pence, 

Zebulon  Pond,  six  shillings  and  nine  pence, 

John  Prat,  six  shillings  and  nine  jicnce, 

Ephraim  Smith,  six  shillings  and  niiie  p)ence, 

Timothy  Smith,  six  shillings  and  nine  pence, 

John  Smith,  six  shilli^igs  and  nine  j)e?ice, 

Asa  Smith,  six  shillings  arid  nine  x>ence, 

Nathaniel  Stearns,  six  shillings  a^id  nine  pejice, 

Samuel  Tamblin,  six  shillings  and  nine  i)ence, 

Ezekiel  Thayer,  six  shillings  and  nine  pence, 

Moses  Thompson,  six  shillings  and  ni7ie  jyence, 

David  Kilkerson,  six  shillings  and  nine  jicnce,^ 

Richard  Darling,  six  shillings  and  nine  pence, 

Samuel  Darling,  six  shillings  and  nine  pence, 

Paul  Ware,  seven  poimdsfour  shillings  aiid  nine  pence, 

Elias  Adams,  six  shillings  and  nine  p)ence. 

To  be  paid  to  the  town  of  Wrentham  by  agreement. 

Comfort  Dickerman,  six  shillings  and  nine  i^ence, 
A.  Clark  Fails,  six  shillings  and  nine  jjence, 
Thomas  Fortune,  six  shillings  and  nine  p)ence, 
Benajah  Grant,  six  shillings  and  nine  ptence, 
Otis  Gile,  six  shillings  and  nine  x>cnce, 
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James  Haws,  six  shillings  and  nine  pence, 
Henry  Holbrook,  six  shillings  and  nine  jyence, 
Al)ijah  Ware,  six  shillings  and  ni fie  pence, 
Jacob  Hart,  .nx  shillings  and  nine  pence. 

To  1)6  paid  to  the  town  of  Franklin,  by  agreement. 

Lieut  Samuel  Metealf,  eighteen  shillings, 
Paul  Dean,  seven  shillings  and  seven  pence, 
.lames  Baker,  six  shilli?igs  and  nine peyice, 
Joel  Daniels,  six  shillings  and  nine  2)ejice, 
Eli  Darhng,  six  shillings  and  nine  jience, 
Seth  Fisher,  six  shillings  and  nine  p)ence, 
Aaron  p'isher,  six  shillings  and  nine  pence, 
Thomas  Grover,  six  shillings  and  nine  lience, 
Amos  Haws,  six  shillings  and  nine  pence, 
Titus  Metealf,  six  shillings  and  nine  picnce, 
Nathan  Woodward,  six  schillings  and  nine  pence, 
Benjamin  ]Metealf,  six  shillings  and  nine  pence. 

Total.     Fifty-Jive  pounds,  six  shilling.s  and  two  pence. 

March  5,  1784. 


Chapter  101. 

RESOLVE  GRANTING   TO   HENRY  COVEL,  A  SOLDIER,  TWENTY-  QJiny)  ^Ql 
8/X  POUNDS  FOURTEEN  SHILLINGS  AND  EIGHT  PENCE.  ^  ' 

On  tlie  petition  o/-Heniy  Covel,  a  soldier  in  Captain 
Samuel  Clark's  company,  setting/  forth,  that  he  was  taken 
by  the  enemy  October  25,  1781,  and  carried  to  Quebec, 
and  returned  in  a  cartel  to  Boston,  from  said  Quebec, 
November  29,  1782,  as  by  certificate  appears,  and  eight 
days  to  go  to  his  home,  which  was  one  hundred  and  sixty 
miles  from  Boston,  luhich  makes  the  time  of  discharge  to 
be  December  seventh,  1782  : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  said  Henry  Cktvel, 
Tu-enty-six  pounds,  fourteen  shillings  and  eight  pence, 
being  for  thirteen  months  and  eleven  days,  the  time  of  his 
captivity  as  aforesaid,  at  forty  shillings  per  month,  and 
that  the  same  be  charged  to  the  account  of  the  United 
States.  ^  March  3,  1784. 
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Chapter  102. 

Chaj).102  RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  TO  COMMENCE 
■^'  A    PROCESS    AGAINST    CAPTAIN    XATHAX    THAYER   OF  MED- 

WAY;  AND  SECRETARY  DIRECTED  IN  THIS  CASE. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  by  the  report  of  a 
committee  of  both  Houses  to  adjust  and  settle  the  accoimts 
betiveen  Caj)tain  Nathan  Thayer,  of  Medvray,  and  the 
men  binder  his  command,  that  there  is  a  balance  due  to 
this  Commonwealth,  from  the  said  Captain  Thayer,  of 
Fifty-five  pounds,  six  shillings  and  two  pence  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Attorney  General  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  directed  and  required,  to  commence  a  process  against 
the  said  Captain  Nathan  Thayer,  of  Medicay,  in  the 
county  of  8iiffolk,  for  the  recovery  of  the  aforesaid  sum 
of  Ffty-five  pounds,  six  shillinr/s  and  two  pence,  and  to 
pursue  the  said  prosecution  to  final  judgment  and  execu- 
tion, provided  the  aforesaid  Captain  Thayer  does  not  pay 
the  said  sum  into  the  public  treasury,  on  or  Ijefore  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  March,  current. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  directed  to  furnish  the  Attorne}"  General 
with  attested  copies  of  this  resolution,  and  all  such  papers 
in  his  office,  as  may  be  necessary  to  afibrd  evidence  in  the 
course  of  the  said  process.  March  3,  1784. 


Chap 


Chapter  103. 

]^()3  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  SAMUEL  HAND,  IN   BEHALF   OF 
THE  TOWN  OF  HAXCOCK. 

On  the  petition  of  Samuel  Hand,  in  behalf  of  the  town 
of  Hancock,  and  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  said  toicn,  setting 
forth  the  great  difficulties  ivith  rchich  the  said  town  is 
embB^rrassed,  particularly  with  respect  to  the  collection  of 
taxes,  by  reason  of  the  unsettled  condition  of  the  eastern 
boundary  of  New  York,  so  far  as  it  joins  on  this  State: 
.  and  praying  for  the  interposition  of  this  Court: 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  is,  hereby 
ordered  and  directed,  to  recall  his  executions  issued 
against  Ephraim  Bowman,  one  of  the  Constables  of  the 
said  town,  and  not  to  issue  others  against  the  said  Bov)- 
man,  till  the  further  order  of  the  General  Court.  And 
it  is  also 

Resolved,  That  the    Treasurer  be,  and   he  is,   hereby 
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directed,  not  to  issue  his  execution  against  any  other  Con- 
stable or  Collector,  of  the  said  town  of  Hancock,  for  more 
than  two-thirds  of  the  taxes  committed  to  such  Collector 
to  collect,  till  the  further  order  of  this  Court. 

March  3,  1784. 

Chapter  104. 


MING  THE    DOINGS   OF  JOXATHAX  GARDNER,  CkaV.lOi: 
KIXG  AND  WILLIAM  GOODHUE,  ESQ'RS.,  RELA-  ^' 


RESOLVE  CONFIRMIN( 
J  UN.,  DANIEL  KIX' 
TIVE  TO  THE  DIVISION  OF  THE  ESTATE  OF   SAMUEL  BROIVX, 
SET  OFF  TO  PAUL  DUDLEY  SARGENT. 

Resolved,  That  the  doings  and  proceedings  of  Jonathan 
Gardner,,  jun.,  Daniel  King  and  William  Goodhue,  duly 
appointed  a  committee  to  assign  and  set  off  to  Patd  Dud-  ■ 
ley  iSavgent,  Esq  ;  the  one-third  part  of  the  estate  lately 
belonging  to  Samuel  Brown,  Esq  ;  deceased,  be,  and  they 
are,  hereby  accepted  and  confirmed.     And  it  is  further 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  recorded  in  the  oflSce  of  the 
Register  of  Deeds,  for  the  county  of  Essex. 

March  3,  1784. 
ft 

Chapter   105. 

RESOLVE  ON   THE  PETITION  OF  THE    SELECTMEN  OF  MARBLE-  (JJiap^lQ^ 

On  the  petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  town  of  Marble- 
head,   in  behalf  of  the  said  town  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  l)e,  and  he  hereby  is 
directed,  to  receive  of  the  Collectors  of  the  town  of  Jlar- 
blehead,  Seventeen  thousand  and  fourteen  pounds,  nine 
shillings  and  three  pence,  in  bills  of  the  old  emission,  and 
warrants  on  the  Treasurer,  on  pay  rolls  for  sea-coast  men  ; 
and  also  Twenty-five  pounds,  four  shillings  in  bills  of  the 
new  emission  ;  which  sums  the  said  collectors  have  in  their 
hands,  and  upon  the  receipt  thereof  to  discharge  the  said 
town  of  all  the  public  taxes  and  tines,  which  have  been 
assessed  upon  it,  and  remain  unpaid,  except  the  said 
town's  proportions  of  the  second  moiety  of  the  Conti- 
nental Tax,  and  of  the  Tax  granted  in  March,  1783,  for 
the  use  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Provided,  nevertheless.  That  the  Collectors  of  the  said 
town  shall  have  full  power  and  authority,  and  shall  be 
held    and   obliired   to    collect    all    the   taxes,    which    are 
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assessed  upon  such  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town,  as 
shall  be  deemed  by  the  assessors  thereof  of  sufficient 
ability  to  pay  the  same,  and  which  shall  not  be  abated  by 
the  said  Assessors,  and  to  pay  the  same,  when  collected, 
into  the  hands  of  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  said 
town,  to  be  by  them  laid  out  and  expended  in  the  support 
and  maintainance  of  the  said  poor ;  anything  in  this 
resolve  to  the  contrar}''  notwithstanding. 

March  4,  1784. 


Chapter  106. 

Chav  106  RESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  simeox  bartlet,  AT<i'D  others, 

■^  '  DIRECTING    THE     TREASURER     TO    CREDIT    THE     TOW^N     OF 

AMESBURY,  WITH    A    CERTAIN    SUM,    AND    DIRECTING    SAID 
TOWN  TO  CREDIT  CERTAIN  CLASSES. 

On  the 2'>€tition  of  Simeon  Bartlet,  and  other.^: 
Mesolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this    Commonwealth 
be,  and  he  hereby  is  directed  to  credit  the  town  of  Ames- 
buri/,  the  sum  of  Xinety-four  pounds,  ten  shillings,  on  the 
last  Tax  Act. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved,  That  the  said  tow^n  of 
Ameshur;/  be,  and  is,  hereljy  directed  to  credit  the  classes 
number  five,  eight  and  eleven,  in  the  east  parish,  in  the 
said  town,  classed  in  consequence  of  a  Resolve  passed  the 
General  ConvX.,  December  2,  17«0,  for  raising  recruits  for 
the  Continental  Army ;  and  that  the  aforesaid  sum  be 
equally  divided  between  the  three  classes,  aforesaid,  and 
that  the  respective  classes  credit  each  individual,  accord- 
ing to  the  sums  they  have  respectively  paid. 

March  4,  1784. 

Chapter  107. 

Chart  107  ^^  GRANT   OF   NINETY  POUNDS  TO    WILLIAM  BAKER,   MESSEN- 
KjflUp.Lyji  ggp^  ^Q  ^jjj,  GENERAL  COURT. 

On  the  jjetition  of  William  Baker,  Messenr/er  to  the 
Genercd  Court: 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth,  to  William  Baker,  Messenger  of  the 
General  Court,  Xinety  pounds,  being  in  full  for  six 
months  service,  from  the  twenty-tifth  day  of  August  to 
the  twenty-fifth  day  of  February  last.       March  5,  1784. 
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Cliapter  108. 

RESOLVE    ON    THE  PETITION   OF    RICHARD  HEARD,  IN  BEHALF  CTiap.lOS 
OF  THE  TOWN  OF  EAST  SUDBURY.  ^  * 

On  the  petit  ion  of  Richard  Heard,  in  behalf  of  the  toum 
of  East  Siidhnvy ,  prcn/ in  r/  for  the  remittance  of  a  fine,  of 
One  huudred  and  sixty-two  pounds,  two  shillings  and  six 
pence,  set  on  the  said  town  in  the  last  Tax  Act.,  for  a  defi- 
ciency in  raisin ff  men  to  reinforce  the  Continental  Army, 
acireeahle  to  a  Resolve  of  the  General  Court  of  December 
tlie  second,  1780  : 

miereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  that  the  said  toicn 
7ras  (by  a  Resolve  of  the  twenty-sixth  of  April,  1782, /b?' 
reasons  therein  mentioned)  excused  from  all  deficiencies  in 
the  above  said  requisition  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth 
be,  and  he  is,  hereby  directed  to  credit  the  town  of  East 
Sudbury  the  sum  of  One  hundred  and  sixty-tico  pounds, 
tiro  shillinr/s  and  six  pence,  in  the  last  State  Tax,  it  being 
the  tine  laid  on  the  said  towh  as  above  said. 

March  6,  1784. 


Cliapter  109. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  ELIJAH  WIMPEY,  AND  OTHERS,  (JJid^r)  |09 
DIRECTING    THE    COMMISSARY  GENERAL  TO   DELIVER   CER-  -^  ' 

TAIN  ARTICLES  TO  THE  HON.  TIMOTHY  EDWARDS,  ESQ;  AND 
TO  FURNISH  SAID   OSEIDA  INDIANS  WITH  HORSES,  &c. 

On  the  petition  o/^"  Elijah  Wimpey,  and  others,  on  behalf 
of  themselves  and  a  number  of  other  Indians,  who  were 
obli(jed  in  the  late  war  to  fly  from  their  homes  at  Oneida, 
to  Kichmond  and  AVest  Stockbridge,  and  are  now  in  suf- 
feriu'i  circumstances : 

Rfsolved,  That  the  Commissary  General  be,  and  he  is, 
hereby  directed  to  send  with  all  convenient  expedition, 
forty-eight  linen  shirts  and  forty-eight  blankets,  to  the 
Hon.  TimotJty  Edivards,  Esq;  in  Stockbridge,  who ■  is 
hereby  requested  to  distribute  them  among  the  said 
Indians,  in  such  manner  as  he  shall  judge  most  convenient. 

Resolved,  That  the  Sheriff  of  the  county  of  Berh'shire 
be,  and  he  is,  hereby  directed  to  furnish  the  said  Indians 
with  a  wagon  and  two  horses,  for  their  assistance  in  their 
return  to  their  possessions  in  the  Oneida  country  ;  and 
also  with  such  provisions  as  may  be  necessary  for  them  on 
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their  journey ;  aud  to  la}'^  his  account  before  the  General 
Court,  for  examination,  allowance  and  payment. 

March  6,  17'84. 

Chapter  110. 

Chajy.WO  resolve  on  the  petition  of  mart  thomas,  administra- 

"'  TRIX  on  the  estate  of  DANIEL  THOMAS  OF  NATICK. 

On  the  petition  of  Mary  Thomas,  adininistratrix  on  the 
estate  of  Daniel  Thomas,  late  of  Natick,  in  the  county  of 
Middlesex,  Indian,  deceased,  praying  for  a  grant  of  the 
estate  of  Easter  Sodock,  to  her  find  her  daughter  Hannah, 
for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  said  petition: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted  ; 
and  the  Guardians  of  the  JVatick  Indians  be,  and  hereby 
are,  directed,  to  pay  unto  Mary  Thomas,  the  petitioner. 
Twenty  four  pounds,  four  shillings  and  four  pence,  being 
part  of  the  money  mentioned  in  the  said  petition,  for  the 
purpose  of  discharging  the  debis  of  her  late  husband,  Daniel 
Thomas,  deceased,  she  to  be  accountable  to  the  Judge  of 
Probate  for  the  county  of  Middlesex,  for  the  same  :  and  the 
remaining  sum  of  Ten  pounds,  fifteen  shillings  and  eight 
jjence,  together  with  the  land  in  the  said  petition  men- 
tioned, shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  granted  to  Hannah  Thomas, 
daughter  of  the  petitioner,  Mary  Thomas,  to  rest  in  the 
hands  and  under  the  care  of  the  said  Guardians,  for  the 
use  of  the  said  HannaJi,  as  she  may  stand  in  need ; 
the  said  Guardians  to  be  accountable  to  the  General  Court 
for  their  proceeding  in  the  premises.  March  6,  1784. 

Chapter  111. 

ChapAW  RESOLVE   ON   the   petition   of   WILLIAM  BURBECK  AND    SON, 
-^  *  AND  JOSHUA  BENT  LET,  ALLOWING  THEM  GRANTS  FOR  RE- 

TAINED  RATIONS. 

On  the  petition  of  William  Burbeck,  John  Burbeck 
and  Joshua  Bentley  : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury, 
to  William  Burbeck,  the  sura  of  Seventy-seven  pounds, 
eight  shillings;  to  John  Burhech,  Sixty  five  pounds,  eigh- 
teen shillings;  and  to  Joshua  Bentley,  Sixty-one  j^ounds, 
eighteen  shillings,  in  full  of  their  rations,  retained  hy  a 
Resolve  of  the  General  Court  of  the  thirteenth  of  January, 
1780.  March  6,  1784. 
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Chapter  112. 

RESOLVE    ON    THE     PETITION    OF    AXDREW    PARKER,    ISAAC  QJiaj)  112 
TOBEY,   DAVID   FISK  AND   JOSEPH   FARRAR,    REMITTING   A  ^' 

FINE  LAID  ON  THE  TOWN  OF  BARRE. 

On  the  petition  of  Andrew  Parker,  Isaac  Tobey,  David 
Fisk  and  Joseph  Farrar,  Selectmen  of  the  tou'n  of  Barre, 
sett  in;/  forth,  that  the  said  toion  of  Barre  ivas  fined  in  the 
last  Tax  Act,  the  sum  o/"  Forty-nine  pounds,  ten  siiillings, 
for  not  sending  a  member  in  the  year  1782  to  represent 
them  at  the  General  Court;  prayinr/  that  the  above  sum 
be  remitted:   Therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  town  of  Barre  be  abated  in  the  Tax 
aforesaid,  the  sum  of  JSfine pounds ,  ten  sJiillings,  part  of  the 
said  fine,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  petition  ;  and  the 
Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  is  hereby  directed,  to 
govern  himself  accordingly.  March  6,  1784. 


Chap.ll'^ 


Chapter.  113. 

RESOL-VE  ON  THE  PETITION   OF   PETER   HARWOOD,  DISCHARG- 
ING HIM  OF  A  MORTGAGE  DEED. 

On  the  petition  q/"  Peter  Harwood,  q/'Brookfield,  in  the 
county  of  W OYCQSiiev ,  pray ing ,  that  he  might  be  discharged^ 
from  a  mortgage  deed,  given  by  him  to  Colonel  AVilliam 
Brattle,  late  of  Cambridge,  an  Absentee,  of  Eighty-one 
acres  of  land,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  said  petition: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  as  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  is,  hereby  impowered  and  directed,  to  receive  of 
the  said  Peter  Harwood,  the  receipt  of  Mr.  James  Allen, 
agent  on  the  said  Brattle's  estate,  to  the  amount  of  Two 
hundred  and  twenty-two  pounds,  eight  shillings,  giving 
duplicate  receipts,  one  of  which  to  be  lodged  in  the  Secre- 
tary's Office,  discharging  him  the  said  Peter  Harwood,  the 
aforesaid  sum  of  Two  hundred  and  tiventy-two pounds,  eight 
sJiillings,  ow  Accoxmt  oi  the  aforesaid  mortgage  deed  and 
bond.  March  6,  1784. 

Chapter  114. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE    PETITION    OF    THOMAS    WILLINGTOX,   ESQ;   njjr^,^  -[-[A 
TO   NOTIFY  AND   SHEW   CAUSE,   &c.  K^nap.Ll'± 

miereas  if  is  represented  to  this  Court  by  Thomas 
Willington,  Esq;  that  previous  to  the  late  revolution,  one 
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John  Drury,  of  Shrewsbury,  in  the  county  of  Worcester, 
recovered  judgment  against  the  said  Willington,  for  the 
sum  0/  Ten  pounds  ;  Five  pounds  of  which  Jias  been  returned 
satisfied,  upon  an  execution  issued  upon  the  said  judgment, 
and  the  residue  has  been  since  paid;  but  that  notwith- 
standing such  payment,  the  said  Drury  has  since  brought 
his  action  upon  the  said  judgment,  and  recovered  against 
the  said  Willington  tJie  said  Five  pounds  so  paid,  ivith  costs 
of  Court:  And  ivliereas  it  appears  that  the  above  repre- 
sentation is  probably  true:    Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Willington  notify  the  adverse 
party,  by  serving  him,  in  person,  or  by  leaving  at  his  last 
or  usual  place  of  abode,  an  attested  copy  of  his  petition, 
and  this  order  thereon,  twenty  days  at  least  before  the 
second  Wednesday  of  the  first  session  of  the  next  General 
Court,  to  appear  on  the  said  second  Wednesday,  and  shew 
cause  (if  any  he  has)  why  execution  should  be  issued  on 
the  judgment  last  mentioned;  and  that  execution  in  the 
mean  time  shall  not  be  served  upon  the  said  Willington, 
or  upon  his  goods,  chattels  or  lands,  for  satisfying  the 
said  last  mentioned  judgment ;  in  order  to  which,  the  said 
Willington  is  also  directed  to  serve  the  officer  who  may  * 
have  such  execution  in  possession,  in  manner  as  above- 
said,  with  an  attested  copy  of  the  said  petition,  and  this  j 
order  thereon,  as  soon  as  may  be.  March  8,  1784. 

Chapter  115. 

ChaV.Wb  RESOLVE  ON  THE   PETITION   AND    MEMORIAL   OF   JOSEPH  RUG- 
^  '  GLES,     DIRECTING     THE      COMMITTEE      FOR      METHODIZING 

ACCOUNTS,    TO     CHARGE     THE     WARRANT    MENTIONED    TO 
THE    UNITED   STATES. 

On  the  petition  and  memorial  0/ Joseph  Ruggles,  pray- 
ing that  the  balance  due  on  an  order  of  Congress,  of  the 
fifteenth  day  o/"  April,  1780,yor  One  million,  nine  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  j^yai^e  to  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Esq;  \ 
and  indorsed  to  the  said  Joseph  Ruggles,  with  the  interest 
due  thereon,  may  be  alloived  and  paid  to  him: 

Whereas  by  an  act  of  this  Cotnmomvealth ,  p)<^8sed  the 
fifteenth  day  of  May,  1781,  it  was  enacted,  that  the 
Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be  directed,  on  the  credit 
thereof,  to  issue  his  notf-s,  payable  the  first  day  of  May, 
1782,  to  draw  interest  at  six  jyer  cent,  per  annum,  not  to 
exceed  the  sum  of  Fifteen  thousand  pounds  ;  and  it  appear- 
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ing  to  this  Court  that  a  iimrrant  front  his  Excellency  the 
Governor,  dated  the  fifteenth  day  of  August  1781,  was 
drawn  on  the  Treasurer ,  for  Eight  thousand  pounds  only^ 
inj)art  of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  Fifteen  thousand  pounds  ; 
and  it  appearing  tJtat  the  said  Ruggles  received  iji  notes, 
///e  M/m  o/"  Five  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety-seven 
pounds,  eight  shillings  and  eight  pence  half  penny,  only,  at 
that  time :  and  the  remaining  sum  q/Two  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  two  pounds,  eleven  shillings  and  three  pence  half 
penny,  to  compleat  the  said  warrant,  not  until  the  third 
day  of  December,  1782,  whereby  the  sum  of  Seven  thou- 
sand pounds,  together  ivitJi  Four  hundred  and  seventy-two 
pounds,  ten  shillings,  interest  thereon,  to  this  day;  and 
also  Two  hundred  seventy-two  pounds,  eight  shillings  and 
seven  pence,  for  interest  on  Two  thousand  four  hundred 
and  two  pounds,  ten  shillings  and  eleven  pence,  the  bal- 
ance of  the  aforesaid  warrant,  which  was  not  paid  in 
season;  amounting  in  the  whole  to  Seven  thousand  seven 
hundred  twenty-one  pounds,  eighteen  shillings  and  seven 
pence,  is  now  due  to  the  said  Ruggles  : 

Wherefore  Resolved,  That  the  aforesaid  sum  of  Seven 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty-one  pounds,  eighteen 
shillings  and  seven  2yence,  be  paid  out  of  the  public  treas- 
ury of  this  Commonwealth  (from  the  proceeds  of  the  State 
Tax  next  to  be  granted)  to  the  said  Josepth  Ruggles,  or 
order,  which  is  in  full  discharge  of  the  said  debt,  both 
interest  and  principal. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  Stat- 
ing and  Methodizing  public  Accounts  be,  and  they  hereby 
are,  directed  to  charge  the  said  warrant  of  Congress 
to  the  United  States,  the  date  of  the  said  charge  to  com- 
mence at  the  time  the  aforesaid  order  of  Congress  was 
accepted  by  this  Commonwealth.  March  8,  1784. 


Chapter  116. 

RESOLVE     ON 

BEHALF  OF  THE  PROPRIETOF.S  OF  A  TOWNSHIP  OF  LAND 
GRANTED  TO  WILLIAM  BULLOCK,  ESQ;  ALLOWING  A  FURTHER 
TIME  TO  THE  SAID  PROPRIETORS  TO  FULFIL  THEIR  ENGAGE- 
MENTS. 

On  the  petition  q/*  Daniel  Carpenter,  in  behalf  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  a  township  of  land  granted  to  William  Bullock, 
Esq;  and  others,  lying  in  the  county  of  Berkshire,  pray- 
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ing  that  a  farther  time  of  seven  years  may  he  alloived  to 
the  said  propi'ietors  to  fulfil  the  conditions  on  v:hich  the 
said  toivnshij)  was  granted,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  said 
2)etition : 

Resolved,  That  the  pra3'er  of  the  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  there  be  a  further  time  of  six  years  allowed 
to  the  aforesaid  proprietors,  for  the  purpose  of  their  ful- 
filling the  conditions  on  which  the  said  township  was 
granted.  March  8,  1784. 

Chapter  117. 

ChanV\l  RESOLVE   ON  THE  MEMORIAL  OF    WILLIAM    WAIT,   DIRECTING 
■^  THE  TREASURER  TO  RECEIVE   A  SUM   IN   PAPER  MONEY. 

On  the  memorial  of  AVilliam  Wait,  late  Commissary  at 
Winter  Hill,  praying  that  the  Treasurer  be  directed  to 
rpceive  of  the  said  memorialist,  into  the  treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth ,  the  sum  of  Four  hundred  and  thirty-one 
pounds,  in  old  Continental  money,  which  he  received  out 
of  the  treasury  in  the  year  Ylll  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  receive  the  said  sum  of 
Four  hundred  and  thirty-one  pounds,  into  the  treasury  of 
this  Commonwealth,  giving  duplicate,  receipts  therefor, 
one  of  which  to  be  lodged  in  the  Secretary's  Office. 

March  9,  1784. 


Chcvp.rm 


Chapter  118. 

GRANT  TO  THE    HON.  FRANCIS  DANA,  ESQ;   OF  ONE  HUNDRED 
AND  TWENTY  POUNDS. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  honourable  Francis 
Dana,  Esq  ;  One  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  lawful  money, 
he  being  about  to  proceed  to  Congress,  and  that  he  be 
accountable  for  the  same.  March  10,  1784. 

Chapter  119. 

(7^«».119  RESOLVE  GRANTING  ONE   HUNDRED   POUNDS    TO  THE  TOWN 
■^'  OF  COHASSET,  TO  BE  DEDUCTED  FROM  THE  NEXT  STATE  TAX. 

Whereas  the  town  of  Cohasset  icas  set  too  high  in  the 
last  valuation,  and  has  since  been  abated,  in  consequence 
of  ivhich  the  said  town  ought  to  be  refunded  the  several 
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sio/is  the'/  have  overpaid,  in  the  taxes,  of  October,  1781, 
and  April,  1782  :    Therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  said  town  of  Cohasset,  be  credited 
One  hundred  j)ounds,  which  sum  shall  be  deducted  from 
the  said  town's  proportion  of  the  next  State  Tax. 

March  11,  1784. 

Chapter  120. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  LEMUEL  COLLINS,  AND  OTHERS,  QJidj)  120 
ADMINISTRATORS    ON    THE    ESTATE     OF    JOSEPH    MERVIN,  ^  ' 

IMPOWERING    THEM  TO    EXECUTE    A    DEED    OF    THE    LAND 
MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  o/"  Lemuel  Collins,  Raphael  Cook,  and 
Anna  Cook,  administrators  on  the  estate  of  Joseph  Mer- 
vin,  late  of  Lenox,  in  the  county  of  Berkshire,  deceased, 
setting/  forth,  that  the  said  Joseph,  in  his  life  time,  sold  a 
tract  of  land  lyim/  in  the  said  Lenox,  to  Oliver  Wheaton, 
of  the  said  Lenox,  and  gave  him  a  bond  obliging  himself 
to  make  and  execute  a  loarrantee  deed  of  the  same,  to  tlte 
said  Wheaton,  but  never  executed  it  in  his  life  time: 
Therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be 
granted,  and  that  they  the  said  Lemuel  Collins,  Raphael 
Cook,  and  Anna  Cook,  in  their  said  capacities  of  admin- 
istrators, be,  and  they  are,  hereby  authorized  and  im- 
powered,  to  make  and  execute  to  the  said  Oliver  Wheaton, 
a  good  and  lawful  deed  of  the  land  mentioned  in  the  said 
petition  ;  which  deed  so  made  and  executed,  shall  be  as 
good  and  valid  in  law,  as  if  the  same  had  been  made  and 
executed  by  the  said  Joseph  Mervin,  in  his  life  time ; 
any  law  or  resolve  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

March  12,  1784. 

Chapter  131. 

RESOLVE   ON  THE   PETITION    OF  LUCY  BIGELOW,  IMPOWERING  flhfj^^  191 
HEIl   TO  MAKE   SALE   OF   THE  REAL  ESTATE    MENTIONED.       ^'f^^JJ.i-^L 

On  the  petition  of  Lucy  Bigelow,  executrix,  to  the  last 
trill  cnid  testament  o/ Joseph  Bigelow,  late  o/'8hrcwsl)ury, 
in  the  county  of  Worcester,  deceased,  praying  for  liberty 
to  sell  the  real  estate  bequeathed  by  the  said  deceased  to 
the  children  and  heirs  of  Charles  Bigelow,  deceased,  for 
reasons  set  forth  in  said  petition : 
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Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petitiou  be 
granted,  and  that  she,  the  said  Lucy  Bigelow,  in  her  said 
capacity,  be,  and  she  is,  hereby  authorized  and  impowered, 
to  make  sale,  for  the  most  it  will  fetch,  of  all  the  real 
estate  set  forth  in  her  petition  ;  and  to  make  and  execute 
a  good  and  lawful  deed  or  deeds  to  the  purchaser  or  pur- 
chasers thereof,  she  observing  the  rules  and  directions  of 
the  law  for  the  sale  of  real  estates  by  executors  and  admin- 
istrators, first  giving  sufficient  security  to  the  Judge  of 
Probate,  for  the  county  of  Worcester,  that  the  proceeds 
arising  by  the  sale  of  the  said  estate,  after  paying  all  debts 
of  the  testator  agreeable  to  his  will,  be  put  on  interest 
for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  widow  and  children  ;  and 
that  the  said  widow  receive  the  interest  of  one  third  part 
of  the  proceeds,  during  the  time  she  remains  the  widow  of 
her  said  late  deceased  husband,  and  that  the  other  two- 
thirds,  both  principal  and  interest,  be  paid  to  each  legatee 
respectively,  as  they  shall  arrive  to  lawful  age,  in  shares 
agreeable  to  the  will  aforesaid ;  and  when  the  time  shall 
expire,  that  the  said  widow  shall  no  longer  receive  the 
interest  of  her  third,  as  by  the  said  will  bequeathed,  then 
that  third  also  shall  be  paid  to  each  heir  in  due  propor- 
tion, agreeable  to  the  will  of  the  said  testator. 

March  12,  1784. 


Chap.122 


Chapter  133. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE  HONOURABLE  ROBERT 
TREAT  PAINE,  ESQ;  GRANTING  HIM  THIRTY-ONE  POUNDS, 
SIXTEEN  SHILLINGS,  FOR  THE  PORK  AND  RYE  MENTIONED 
IN   HIS   PETITION. 

Oil  the  petition  of  the  Honorable  Robert  Treat  Paine, 
Esq;  praying  for  payment  for  six  barrels  of  porh  and 
thirty-nine  bushels  of  rye,  taken  out  of  the  store  o/ William 
M'Kinstry,  an  Absentee,  by  the  Committee  of  Correspond- 
ence, of  Taunton,  and  by  tJtem  delivered  to  Mr.  Aaron 
Blaney,  tJien  <i  Commissary  at  Roxbury,/b?'  the  use  of  the 
Provincial  Army  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be 
granted,  and  that  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth  to  the  Honorable  Robert 
Treat  Paine,  Esq;  the  sum  of  Thirty-one  pounds  sixteen 
shillings,  out  of  the  next  State  Tax  which  may  be  granted, 
w^hich  is  in  full  for  the  said  pork  and  rye. 

March  12,1784. 
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Chapter  133. 

GRANT  OF  THREE  HUNDRED  AND  FIFTY-FOUR  POUNDS  SIX- 
TEEN SHILLINGS  AND  SIX-PENCE,  TO  THE  HON.  SAMUEL 
HOLTEN,  ESQ. 

0)1  the  accounts  of  the  honourable  Samuel  HolteD, 
Esq: 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth,  to  the  honourable  Samuel  Uolten,  ^sq; 
the  sum  of  Three  hundred  and  fifty-four  pounds,  sixteen 
shiUings  and  six  pence,  in  full  discharge  of  his  expendi- 
tures and  attendance  as  a  delegate  for  this  Common- 
wealth, at  Congress,  from  the  sixth  A^j  oi  January ,  1783, 
to  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  November  last. 

March  12,  1784. 


Chapter  134. 

RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  JUSTICES  OF  THE  SUPREME  JUDICIAL  (J]i(xrt  \'2i4: 
COURT,  TO   PROCEED   TO  LIQUIDATE,  &c.,  THE  NOTES   GIVEN  ^  ' 

TO  MAKE   UP    THE    DEPRECIATION    OF  THE    MONEY  TO  THE 
ARMY. 

Whereas  the  Justices  of  the  Supre7ne  Judicial  Court, 
are  appointed  to  adjust  the  principal  and  interest  due  upon 
the  notes  given  to  make  up  the  depreciation  of  the  money  ' 
to  the  army,  and  are  directed,  to  liquidate  the  same,  accord- 
ing to  the  returns  from  the  several  parts  of  the  State,  of 
the  average  price  of  Sheeps  Wool,  Sole  leather,  Indian  Corn, 
and  Beef;  but  there  being  a  deficiency  of  returns  from  the 
various  counties,  and  it  being  necessary  that  the  said  prin- 
cipal and  interest  of  the  notes  due  on  the  first  of  March, 
1784,  shovJd  be  settled:  —  Therefore 

liesolved,  That  the  said  Justices  proceed  to  liquidate 
the  said  principal  and  interest,  by  such  returns  as  have 
already  been  made,  taking  into  consideration  at  the  same 
time,  Avhatever  certain  information  they  may  be  able  to 
obtain  from  the  different  parts  of  this  Commonwealth, 
from  whence  there  are  no  returns  made  into  the  Secretary's 
Office,  as  was  directed.  March  12,  1784. 
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Chapter  125. 

Char)  125  Ri^solye  on  the  petition  of  phineas  ware,  directing 
^'  the  treasurer  to  make    out  new  notes    for  the 

sums  mentioned. 

On  the  petition  of  Phineas  Vlare,  praying  for  an  allow- 
ance/or two  consolidated  State  notes,  vjhich  were  C07isumed 
by  fire  ivith  his  dwelling  house: 

Besolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
directed  to  make  out  and  deliver  to  the  said  Phineas 
Ware,  two  notes  of  equal  value  and  bearing  equal  dates 
with  the  abovesaid  notes,  viz.  :  one  for  Eleven  pounds,  ten 
shillings,  dated  April  the  first,  1782,  the  other  for  twelve 
pounds,  thirteen  shillings  and  six  jieiice,  dated  June  the 
first,  1783;  and  with  the  like  numbers,  on  his  (making- 
oath  that  the  said  notes  were  actually  consumed  from  the 
best  of  his  knowledge)  giving  bonds,  with  sufficient  sure- 
ties to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  promising 
to  account  for  the  same,  should  they  ever  appear ;  and 
the  Treasurer  is  further  directed,  to  detect  the  original 
notes  if  presented  for  payment.  March  12,  17S4. 

Chapter  126. 

Chan  126  resolve  on  the  petition  of  eiciiard  nvyyE]VELL,iMFOw- 

1  '  ERING  the  justices  of  the  COURT  of  COMMON  PLEAS,  FOR 

MIDDLESEX  COUNTY,  TO  ENQUIRE  INTO  THE  JUDGMENT  BY 
THEM  GIYEN,  AS  MENTIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Richard  Hunnewell,  praying  that  the 
Justices  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  in  and  for  the 
county  of  Middlesex,  may  he  impoivered  to  rectify  a  mis- 
take in  a  judgment  rendered  on  an  action  brought  by  him, 
the  said  Richard,  against  William  Hunnewell,  on  the  fourth 
Tuesday  of  December,  1782  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Justices  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  for  the  county  of  Middlesex,  at  a  Court  by  them  to 
be  holden  at  Groton,  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  3iay  next, 
be,  and  hereby  are  empowered,  to  enquire  into  a  judg- 
ment by  them  given  at  a  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  holden 
at  Cambridge,  within  and  for  the  said  county  of  Middle- 
sex, on  the  fourth  Tuesday  of  December,  1782,  wherein 
Richard  Hunnewell  was  plaintiff,  and  William  Hunnewell 
"was  defendant ;  and  to  enter  up  judgment  for  any  such  sum 
as  may  then  appear  to  have  been  omitted  in  their  judgment, 
and  which  ought  to  have   been  by  law  considered  in  reu- 
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deling  the  judgment   aforesaid,    and    to    issue   execution 
thereon  in  due  form  of  law.  March  12^  1784. 

Chapter  137. 

RESOLVE    ESTABLISHING    THE   PAY  OF  THE  COUNCIL,  SENATE,  (JfiQj)  127 
AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  HOUSE.  ^  ' 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  each  of  the 
members  of  the  honorable  Council,  the  sum  of  Eight  sJtil- 
lim/s  per  day  ;  to  each  member  of  the  honorable  Senate, 
/Seven  shillin'/s  and  six  pence  per  day  ;  and  to  each  member 
of  the  honorable  House  of  liepresentatives.  Seven  shil- 
lings per  day  ;  for  each  day  they  have  attended  their  duty 
respectively,  in  their  said  capacities,  the  present  session 
of  the  General  Court ;  and  that  their  travel  pay  be  in  the 
usual  proportion  thereto.  March  12, 1784. 

Chapter  138. 

RESOLVE  EXTENDING  A    RESOLVE   PASSED   NOVEMBER  2,    1782,  Qhai)  128 
RESPECTING    RECEIPTS     UPON    COLLECTORS    AND     CONSTA-  ^  ' 

BLES,  TO  THE  FIRST  DAY  OF  JULY  NEXT. 

Whereas  by  a  Resolve  of  the  General  Court  passed  the 
second  day  of  November,  1782,  persons  possessed  of 
receipts  on  Collectors  and  Constables,  given  by  the  late 
Treasurer  Gardner,  rvere  allowed  a  certain  time  for 
returning  the  same  into  the  Treasurer\H  Office,  ivhich  time, 
by  a  subsequent  Resolve,  was  extended  to  the  first  day  of 
March,  instant;  but  many  of  the  possessors  of  such 
receipts  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  their  dues  of  the  Col- 
lectors or  Constables ;  and  for  want  of  obtaining  seasonable 
information  of  the  Resolves  aforesaid,  have  failed  of 
returning  their  receipts  into  the  said  office:  —  Therefore 

Resolved,  That  if  the  possessors  of  such  receipts  shall 
return  them  into  the  Treasurer's  Office,  at  any  time  before 
the  tirst  day  oi  July  next,  they  shall  have  the  full  benefit 
intended  by  the  said  Resolve,  of  the  second  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1782;  but  if  the  said  receipts  shall  not  be  returned 
before  the  said  first  day  of  July  next,  the  possessors  of 
them  shall  l)e  forever  afterwards  precluded  from  the  privi- 
lege of  returning  them  ;  and  the  Secretary  is  here])y 
directed,  to  publish  this  Resolve  in  all  the  newspapers 
printed  in  this  Commonwealth.  March  13, 1784. 
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Chapter  129. 

CJiar).V2Q  RESOLVE    INTITLING     NATHANIEL     BAKER    TO    ONE     FOURTH 
^  *  PART  OF   PAY  AS    A    SOLDIER,    FROM    THE    1st  OF   JANUARY, 

1776,  TILL  FURTHER  ORDER. 

On  the  repreiientation  of  John  Lucas,  Esq;  Commis- 
sary of  Pensioners,  in  behalf  of  Nathaniel  Baker,  a  sol- 
dier, -who  was  woimded  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  JS/cithaniel  Baker  be  intitled  to 
one  fourth  part  of  pay  as  a  soldier,  from  the  first  day  of 
January,  One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six, 
till  the  further  order  of  the  General  Court  or  Congress. 

March  15,  1784. 

Chapter  130. 

ChaV.130  RESOLVE  granting  additional  pay  TO    THE    PRESIDENT    OF 
^  *  THE  SENATE  AND    SPEAKER   OF    THE    HOUSE;    AND    GRANTS 

TO  THE  CLERKS  OF  THE  SENATE  AND  HOUSE. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the  Hon.  Sam- 
uel Adams,  President  of  the  honorable  Senate,  the  sum  of 
Six  shillings  per  day  ;  and  to  the  Hon.  Tristram  Dalton, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  sum  of  Six 
shillings  per  day,  for  each  day  they  have  respectively 
attended  on  the  General  Court  the  present  session,  over 
and  above  their  jniy  as  members  thereof. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and 
paid  out  of  the  public  treasury  of  this  Commonw^ealth,  to 
Mr.  William  Baker,  jun.,  Clerk  of  the  honorable  Senate, 
seventy  pounds;  and  to  Mr.  George  Richards  Minot, 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  seventy  jwunds; 
which  sums,  together  with  what  they  have  already 
received,  shall  be  in  full  for  their  service  as  Clerks  to  the 
General  Court,  from  the  twenty-eighth  of  May,  1783,  to 
the  end  of  the  present  session.  March  15,  1784. 

Chapter  131.  , 

ChaV.lSl  RESOLVE    ESTABLISHING    THE    PAY    OF    THE     COMMITTEE    ON 
^'  ACCOUNTS. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  each  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Accounts,  One  shilling  per  day, 
over  and  above  their  pay  as  members  of  the  General 
Court.  March  15,  1784. 
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Chapter  133. 

RESOLVE    RESPECTING  AGENTS    ON    ABSENTEES    ESTATES    FOR  Cha7)'lS2 
THE  SETTLEMENT  OF  SAID  ESTATES,  AND  TO  PROHIBIT  THE  ^  ' 

FURTHER  SALE  OF  THEM;  AND  DIRECTING  THE  SECRETARY 
IN  THIS  CASE. 

]V/tP)'eas  it  is  necesHanj  that  the  accounts  of  the  agents 
upon  the  estates  of  Absentees,  should  he  settled  as  soon  as 
possible : 

It  is  therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Registers  of  Probate 
in  the  several  counties  of  the  Commonwealth,  be,  and 
they  hereby  are,  directed  to  return  into  the  Secretary's 
Otiice,  upon  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  June  next,  the 
state  of  all  the  accounts  of  the  agents  aforesaid,  appointed 
■within  their  several  counties,  as  the  same  lie  in  their 
respective  offices,  that  the  said  accounts  may  be  inspected 
hy  the  General  Court. 

And  it  is  also  Resolved,  That  the  Judges  of  Probate  in 
the  several  counties  within  this  Commonwealth,  be,  and 
they  hereby  are,  directed  to  put  in  suit  all  the  bonds  of 
agents  upon  Absentees  Estates,  who  shall  not  make  a  com- 
ploat  settlement  of  their  agency,  on  or  before  the  twen- 
tieth day  of  June  next,  except  in  such  cases  as  is  herein 
provided. 

Provided  nevertJieless,  That  where  any  agent  shall 
make  a  return  to  the  Judge  of  Probate,  by  the  time  last 
mentioned,  of  his  accounts  of  agency,  so  far  as  they  can 
be  compleated,  and  shall  make  it  appear,  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  said  Judge,  that  by  reason  of  some  legal 
impediment,  he  was  unable  to  make  a  compleat  settlement 
thereof  in  time  and  manner  as  is  before  directed  ;  in  that 
and  all  such  cases  the  Judges  of  Probate  in  their  several 
counties  are  hereby  directed  not  to  proceed  in  the  suit  of 
such  agents  bonds  for  their  not  having  made  a  compleat 
settlement  of  their  agency  as  is  before  directed  ;  and  such 
accounts,  although  incompleat,  shall  be  returned  by  the 
Register  of  Probate,  in  time  and  manner  before  directed, 
as  though  they  had  been  compleated. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  all  Committees  on 
Absentees  Estates,  which  have  been  appointed  in  the  dif- 
ferent counties  in  this  Commonwealth,  and  who  have  neg- 
lected to  settle  their  accounts,  be,  and  they  hereby  are, 
directed  to  make  a  return  into  the  Secretary's  Office  of 
their  doings  thereon,  on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  June 
next ;  the  said  return  to  shew  the  whole  of  the  estate  that 
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has  come  to  their  hands,  and  what  part  they  have  sold, 
and  the  particular  price  each  part  sold  for  ;  also  a  par- 
ticular inventory  of  what  remains  unsold,  and  the  value 
thereof,  as  near  as  they  can  conveniently  ascertain.  And 
the  Secretary  of  this  Commonwealth  is  hereby  directed  to 
make  a  report  to  the  Attorney  General,  of  all  committees 
who  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  make  a  return  as  is  herein 
directed. 

And  it  is  further  He.solved,  That  the  Attorney  General 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  prosecute  all  persons 
who  shall  be  reported  to  him  by  the  said  Secretary  as 
aforesaid. 

It  is  further  Resolved,  That  there  be  no  further  sales 
made  of  the  said  Absentees  Estates,  or'  any  part  or  parts 
thereof,  until  the  further  order  of  the  General  Court. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  send  a  copy  of  this  Resolve 
to  each  Judge  of  Probate  appointed  on  Absentees  Estates, 
and  to  each  committee  in  the  several  counties  in  this 
Commonwealth.  March  16,  1784. 


Cha'p.l^'d 


Chapter  133. 

GRANT  OF  FORTY  POUNDS  TO  LIEUT.  JOSEPH  M'CLELLAX. 

On  the  petition  of  Lieut.  Joseph  M'Clellan,  praying 
for  an  allowance  of  his  expences  in  taking  up)  and  commit- 
ting to  goal  a  j)erson  inimical  to  the  United  States  of 
America,  by  the  order  of  Gen.  Wadsworth  : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  Joseph  M'Clella/iAhe 
sum  oi  forty  p)Ounds,  in  full  of  his  expences  as  aforesaid. 

March  16,  1784. 


Chapter  134. 

Chan  134  g^Rant  of  twextt  pounds  to  john  peirce,  a  soldier  in 

J-  '  GENERAL  HAZEN'S  REGIMENT,  BEING  FOR  BOUNTY  ALLOWED 

IN  1776. 

On  the  petition  of  John  Peirce,  a  soldier  in  Brigadier 
General  Hazen's  regiment,  praying  for  the  bounty  of 
Twenty  pounds,  alloived  by  this  State  in  the  year  1776  to 
the  non-comynissioned  officers  and  soldiers  who  should 
inlist  for  three  years  or  during  the  war,  which  he  never 
received: 
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BrsoJved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  ])e 
granted,  and  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  pay  out  of  the  public 
treasury,  to  the  said  John  Peirce,  the  sum  of  Tv:enty 
2)oiinih,  in  full  discharge  of  the  said  bounty. 

March  16,  1784. 

Chapter  135. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION    OF    GEORGE    DANA,   IMPOWERING  n].ff^  IQC; 
HIM  TO  SELL  THE  LAND  MENTIONED.  KjIIUJJ.LOO 

On  f he  petition  of  George  Dana,  of  Ashburnham,  ^-e^- 
tinf/ forth  (hat  his  father,  Caleb  Dana,  I^sq;  late  of  Cam- 
bridge, deceased,  did,  hy  Ms  last  ivill  and  testament,  give 
and  bequeath  unto  him,  the  said  George,  all  his  lands  lying 
in  Ashburnham  aforesaid,  (amounting  to  upwards  of  tivo 
thousand  acres)  during  his  life  only;  but  without  iinjjeach- 
ment  of  waste;  and  after  his  decease  to  be  distributed 
amongst  his  children,  in  such  proportion  as  he  shall  order 
and  direct,  to  be  by  them  held  in  fee  simp)le,  praying  for 
liberty  to  sell  the  said  lands,  or  some  part  thereof  ,  for  rea- 
sons set  fo  rth  in  h  is  pet  it  io  n : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  said  George  Dana  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
authorized  and  impowered,to  make  sale  of  one  half  of  the 
afore  mentioned  lands,  which  remain  unimproved,  for  the 
most  that  the  same  will  fetch,  and  give  and  execute  a  good 
and  lawful  deed  or  deeds,  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers 
of  the  said  lands,  he  first  giving  bonds  to  the  Judge  of 
Probate  for  the  county  of  Worcester,  with  sutficient  sure- 
ties, that  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  said  lands  (after 
deducting  the  whole  amount  of  the  taxes  that  have  already 
arisen  on  the  whole  of  the  said  lands)  be  applied  as  was 
defined  by  the  above  mentioned  testator,  any  law  or  resolve 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  March  16,  1784. 


Chapter  13G. 

RESOLVE    IMPOWERING  THE   ASSESSORS   OF  THE   DISTRICT  OF 
LTNXFIELD  TO  ASSESS  THE   TWO   CLASSES   MENTIONED. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  that  Joseph  Go  wing 
and  Nathaniel  Sherman  tvere,  in  consequence  of  a  Resolve  of 
the  General  Court  of  February  1781,  appointed  heads  of 
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tioo  classes,  in  the  toivn  of  Lynn,  io  procure  tv:o  men  to 
serve  in  the  Continental  Army ,  for  three  years,  ichich  men 
they  accordingly  procured,  and  are  now  indebted  to  litem 
for  their  hire:  And  lohereas,  since  procuring  the  said 
men  as  aforesaid,  the  said  Joseph  Go  wing  and  Nathaniel 
Sherman,  with  tlieir  classes,  are  incorj)orated  into  the  dis- 
trict o/' Lynn  fie  Id,  by  means  tvhereof  debates  and  dificid- 
ties  have  arisen  ivith  regard  to  assessing  the  said  tivo  classes 
for  the  hire  of  the  two  men  procured  as  aforesaid  : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Assessors  of  the  district  of 
Lynnfeld  be,  and  hereby  are,  authorized  and  impowered, 
to  assess  the  said  two  chisses,  or  any  individuals  of  the 
same,  for  paying  the  said  two  men  their  hire,  in  the  same 
way  and  manner  as  the  Assessors  of  Lynn  might  or  could 
have  done,  in  virtue  of  the  Resolve  aforesaid,  had  not  the 
said  Joseph  Gowing,  Nathaniel  Sherman,  and  their  classes, 
been  set  off  to  the  said  district  of  Lynnfield. 

March  16,  1784. 


Chapter   137. 


Chap 


.137 


RESOLVE   INTITLING  LIEUT.    BARTLETT  HINDS  TO   A  PENSION 
OF  ONE  FOURTH  PART   OF  HIS  "PAY. 

On  the  representation  of  John  Lucas,  Commissary  of 
Pensioners,  in  behalf  of  ^'AvtXeit  Hinds,  a  Lieutenant  in  the 
tenth  Massachusetts  regiment,  who  was  wounded  by  a,  ball 
passing  through  his  lungs,  in  the  battle  at  Still  Water,  on 
the  nineteenth  of  September,  A.  D.  Ylll  ;  which  wound 
renders  him  in  a  great  measure  incapable  of  business: 

Resolved,  That  he,  the  said  Lieut.  Bartlett  Hinds,  be 
intitled  to  a  pension  of  one  fourth  part  of  his  pay,  from 
the  twelfth  of  September,  1780,  until  the  further  order  of 
the  General  Court  or  of  Congress.  March  17,  1784. 


Chapter   138. 

ChaV.l^S  G^R^NT    OF     ONE   POUND    FOURTEEN     SHILLINGS    AND     TWO 
^  PENCE  TO   FRANCIS  MARDELE,   FOR   SERVICES   AT    PENOB- 

SCOT. 

On  the  petition  of  Francis   Mardele,  of  Boston,  pray- 
ing that  he  may  be  allowed  pay  out  of  the  State  treasury, 
for  his  services  in  the  year  1779,  at  Penobscot,  in   Col. 
McCobb's  regiment  and  Captain  Patten's  company : 
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Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  there  be  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury  to  Fran- 
cis Mardele,  the  sum  of  one  pound,  fourteen  shillings  and 
two  j^ence,  in  full  for  his  services  at  Penobscot,  in  the  year 
One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine. 

March  17,  1784. 


0/iap.l39 


Chapter  139. 

RESOLVE   INTITLING    WILLIAM    PAY  10   A   PENSION. 

On  the  representation  of  John  Lucas,  JEsrj ;  Commissary 
of  Pensioners,  in  behalf  of  William  Pay,  a  soldier,  who 
icas  wounded  in  the  service  of  the  United  States: 

Besolved,  That  the  said  William  Pay  be  intitled  to  one- 
fourth  part  of  pay  as  a  soldier,  from  the  ninth  day  of  Jan- 
tiary,  1780,  till  the  farther  order  of  the  General  Court  or 
Congress.  March  17,  1784. 

Chapter   140. 

RESOLVE    PENSIONING   SIMEON  STEPHENS.  CliaV  140 

Upon  the  representation  of  John  Lucas,  Commissary  of 
Pensioners,  in  behalf  of  Simeon  Stephens,  a  serjeant  in 
Captain  Sticknej^'s  company  and  Col.  Bridge's  regiment, 
wJio  u'as  loounded  on  the  hills  of  Charlestown,  Ylth  of 
June,  1775,  and  continued  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  <f  America,  until  the  nineteenth  o/May,  1780  : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Stephens  be  intitled  to  one-third 
pay  from  the  time  of  his  discharge,  which  was  May  the 
nineteenth,  1780,  until  the  further  order  of  the  General 
Court  or  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

March  17,  1784. 


Chapter  141. 

RESOLVE    PENSIONING  ASAHEL   COGSWELL. 

On  the  representation  of  John  Lucas,  Commissary  of 
Pensioners,  in  behalf  of  Asahel  Cogswell,  a  corporal  in 
Col.  John  Ashley's  regiment  and  in  Capt.  Rowley's  com- 
pany, who  ivas  ivounded  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
q/' America,  at  or  near  Fort  Edward,  on  the  ttventy-second 
day  of  July,  1717 ,  as  appears  by  his  certificates : 


Chap.Ul 
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Resolved,  That  the  said  Asahel  Cogswell  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  intitled  to  receive  one  half  pay  as  a  corporal, 
from  the  first  day  of  April,  1782,  until  the  further  order 
of  this  Court  or  CongTess.  March  17,  1784. 


Chap.U2 


Chapter  142. 

RESOLVE   PENSIONING  CAPT.   HENRY  FARWELL. 

UjJon  the  representatio7i  o/\John  Lucas,  Commissar ij  of 
Pensioners,  in  behalf  of  Copt.  Henry  Farwell,  of  Col. 
William  Prescott's  regiment,  who  ivas  shot  through  the 
body  on  the  hills  o/'Charlestown,  the  seventeenth  o/ June, 
1775,  and  his  pay  ceased  the  first  o/"  January  1776  : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Farwell  be  iijtitled  to  one-eighth 
part  of  his  pay,  from  the  time  of  his  discharge,  which  was 
January  first,  1776,  until  the  further  order  of  the  Gen- 
eral Court  or  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

March  17,  1784. 

Chapter  143. 

(7^a».143  RESOLVE  PENSIONING  EBENEZER  LOCK. 

On  the  representation  of  John  Lucas,  Commissary  of 
Pensioners,  in  behalf  of  Yjhenezer  Lock,  juu.,  a  corporal  in 
Captain  Munro's  company  of  the  thirteenth  Massachusetts 
regiment,  who  was  ivounded  the  third  of  February,  1780, 
at  the  White  Plains,  by  ivliich  he  is  rendered  incapable  of 
doing  any  business,  and  like  to  remain  so,  as  plainly 
appears : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Ebenezer  Lock,  jun.,  a  corporal, 
be  intitled  to  a  pension  of  half  pay,  from  the  first  of  April, 
A.  D.  1780,  being  the  time  of  his  discharge,  until  the 
further  order  of  the  General  Court  or  of  Congress. 

March  17,  1 784 . 

Chapter    144. 

CTiaV  14.4  RESOLVE   on  the    memorial   of    WILLIAM  BADLAM,   IMPOW- 
■^'  ERING  THE   TREASURER  TO  RECEIVE    A    CERTAIN    SUM    IN 

PAPER  MONEY. 

On  the  memorial  q/*  William  Badlam,  q/ Sherburne,  set- 
ting foiHJi,  that  he  has  on  hand  the  simi  of  Twenty-eight 
pounds  of  money  emitted  by  this  iState,  and  that  by  reason 
of  his  being  in  the  service  of  his  country  at  tlie  time  the 
said  money  was  called  in,  he  had  it  not  in  his  power  to  loan 
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the  mme  until  the  time  for  .so  doing  ivas  expired,  praj/infj 
that  the  Treasurer  may  now  he  empowered  to  take  in  said 
money,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  his  said  memorial: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  his  said  memorial  be 
granted,  and  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  is,  hereby  impowered  and  directed,  to  receive  of  the 
said  William  Badlam  the  aforesaid  sum  of  Twenty-ei(jht 
pounds  of  the  paper  money  emitted  by  this  State,  he,  the 
said  William,  first  making  oath  before  some  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  that  the  monies  he  presents  to  the  said  Treasurer, 
are  the  identical  bills  which  he  received  while  in  circula- 
tion within  this  State,  a  certificate  of  said  oath  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  Treasurer  aforesaid ;  in  which  case  the 
Treasurer  is  hereby  empowered  to  give  him  a  note  for  the 
same,  any  law  or  resolve  of  this  Commonwealth  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding.  March  17,  1784. 


;  IN  BEHALF  Chap.l4:5 

;   TREASURER  ^ 


Chapter  145. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  WILLIAM  LUSK 
OF  THE  TOWN  OF  RICHMOND,  DIRECTING  THE 
TO   RECALL   HIS  EXECUTIONS. 

On  the  petition  of  William  Lusk,  in  hehalf  of  the  towm 
o/" Richmond,  pray /«(/  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Common- 
wealth may  he  directed  to  stay  his  executions  against  the 
said  toivn  until  the  further  order  of  the  General  Court,  for 
reasons  set  fortli  in  said  petition  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed 
to  recall  and  stay  the  said  execution  for  the  term  of  six 
months  from  the  date  hereof;  but  in  case  any  charge  has 
already  incurred  by  the  said  execution,  the  town  of  Rich- 
mond shall  pay  the  cost  thereof.  March  17,  1784. 

Chapter   146. 

RESOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  TAKE  A  PROMISSORY  HT^a^  ^AP^ 
NOTE  FOR  THE  BALANCE  OF  TWO  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY-  ^'''^1''^^^ 
FIVE  POUNDS,  NINETEEN  SHILLINGS  AND  NINE  PENCE. 
DUE  FROM  THE  HON.  JABEZ  FISHER  AND  OTHERS,  A  COM- 
MITTEE ON  ACCOUNTS,  TILL  THEY  CAN  PRODUCE  VOUCH- 
ERS FOR  SAID  SUM  ;  AND  ALLOWING  THEM  TIME  FOR  THE 
SAME. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  that  upon  a  settlement 
with  Jabez  Fisher,  Ephraim  Starkweather,  Lemuel  Kol- 
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lock  and  Benjamin  White,  Esquires,  late  a  Comriiitiee  on 
Accounts  for  this  Commonicealth ,  there  remains  due  from 
the  said  Committee  to  the  Commonioealth,  the  sum  of  Two 
hundred  and  eighty-five  pounds,  nineteen  shillings  and 
nine  pence  :  Andu'hereas  it  is  rejjresented  by  the  said  Ben- 
jamin White,  Esq;  that  he  usually  paid  out  publick  monies 
received  by  tlie  said  committee,  and  took  vouchers  therefor; 
and  that  if  he  has  time  granted  him  for  the  purpose,  he  can 
probably  produce  vouchers  for  the  payment  of  the  sa  id  sum ; 
and  therefore  prays,  injustice  to  the  other  members  of  the 
said  committee,  that  they  may  be  discharged  from  any  obli- 
gation to  refund  the  said  sura  or  any  part  thereof;  and 
that  he  may  have  permission  to  give  his  note  of  hand  for 
the  sum  aforesaid,  payable  v;ithin  a  limited,  period,  with 
interest,  unless  he  shall  be  able  to  produce  proper  vouchers 
of  its  having  been  paid,  in  the  mean  time:   Therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  is,  hereby  directed  to  receive  the  promissory  note 
of  the  said  Benjamin  JVJiife,  for  the  aforesaid  sum  of.  Two 
hundred  and  eighty-five  pounds,  nineteen  sJiillingsand  nine 
pence,  payable  to  the  use  of  this  Commonwealth,  within 
six  months  from  the  date  of  this  Resolve,  with  interest  until 
paid ;  and  upon  his  producing  a  certificate  from  the  said 
Committee  for  Stating  and  Methodizing  Accounts,  that  he 
has  produced  proper  vouchers  of  his  having  paid  the  whole 
or  any  part  of  the  said  sum,  the  said  Treasurer  is  directed 
to  allow  him  on  the  said  note,  to  the  amount  of  such  cer- 
tificate. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  upon  the  said  Treas- 
urer's receiving  the  said  note,  executed  in  manner  as  afore- 
said, the  said  Jabez  Fisher,  Ephraim  Starkiveather  and 
Lemuel  Kollock,  shall  be  discharged  upon  the  books  of  the 
said  Commonwealth,  from  any  obligation  to  pay  the  sum 
aforesaid,  or  any  part  thereof.  March  18,  1784. 


Chap 
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Chapter  147. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  RESPECTING  MR.  FURXASS'S 
DEPARTMENT,  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  RECEIVE 
ALL  THE  BOOKS  AND  PAPERS  AND  DISCHARGING  MR. 
FURXASS  AND  THE   CLERKS  EMPLOYED  IN   SAID   OFFICE. 

Whereas  it  appeal's  to  this  Court,  that  the  business  done 
in  the  treasury  department,  under  the  inspection  of  Mr. 
Furnass,  is  so  near  compleated,  that  it  may  be  done  by  the 
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Treasurer,  without  any  great  embarrassment  to  the  other 
business  oy  his  office: 

It  is  therefore  Resolved,  That  Thomas  Ivers,  Esq ; 
Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth,  be,  and  he  is,  hereby 
directed,  at  or  before  the  twenty-seventh  of  this  instant, 
March,  to  take  into  his  custody  all  the  public  books, 
records  and  papers,  that  are  in  the  said  department ;  and 
the  said  Treasurer  is  hereby  directed  to  do  and  transact 
such  public  business  as  hath  been  usually  done  in  the  said 
department. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  from  and  after  the  said 
twenty-seventh  day  of  this  instant,  March,  the  said  depart- 
ment be  discontinued,  and  JoJin  Furnass,  Esq  ;  and  the 
clerks  employed  in  the  said  oiEce,  be  discharged  from  any 
further  service  therein.  March  18,  1784. 


Chapter   148. 

RESOLVE   ON   THE    PETITION    OF    DOCTOR    EDWARD    RUSSELL,  njffjj^  I4Q 
DISCHARGING    HIM    FROM  A   NUMBER   OF   FIRE   ARMS  AND  A         't*i^'-L'±0 
QUANTITY   OF    POWDER,   DELIVERED   IN   177."i,    AND    DIRECT- 
ING  THE   COMMISSARY  GENERAL   TO    CALL   UPON   JEDEDL4.H 
PREBLE,   ESQ;   AND   DAXIEL  ILSLEY. 

Whereas  Edward  Russell,  Esq;  received  by  an  order 
from  the  General  Court  of  this  Commonwealth ,  in  Novem- 
ber, 1775,  one  Jam dred  fire  arms  and  three  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds  of  poirder,  he  to  be  accountable  for  the  same, 
according  to  the  directions  then  given  him;  and  lohereas 
the  said  Russell  has  made  it  appear  to  this  Court,  that  he 
has  discharged  himself  of  the  same:    Therefore 

Resolved,  That  Edvard  Russell  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
discharged  from  the  said  powder  and  fire  arms,  and  that  the 
Committee  on  Accounts  be,  and  they  herel^y  are,  directed 
to  allow  the  said  Russell,  the  money  advanced  for  the 
transportation  of  the  said  articles,  together  with  a  reason- 
al)le  allowance  for  his  time,  horse  hire  and  expences, 
while  attending  on  the  said  service.     And  it  is  further 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissary  General  be,  and  hereby 
is,  directed  to  call  upon  the  honourable  Jedediah  Preble,  of 
FalmoiitJi,  Esq  ;  for  thirtv  three  fire  arms  with  bayonets, 
and  upon  Daniel  Ilsley,  of  the  said  Falmouth,  for  forty- 
seven  tire  arms  with  bayonets,  and  also  upon  Isaac  S)ioiv, 
of  Harpsivell,  for  the  delivery  of  twent3'-five  fire  arms  ; 
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the  said  arms  being  the  same  delivered  io  Edicard  Russell , 
Esq  ;  by  order  of  the  General  Court ;  and  if  the  said 
Preble,  Ilsley  and  Snoic,  do  not  return  to  the  Commis- 
sary General  aforesaid,  (within  six  months)  the  said  arms 
or  the  value  thereof  in  moneys  computing  what  the  said 
fire  arms  were  w^orth  in  N'ovemher,  1775;  the  said 
Commissary  General  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed, 
to  commence  an  action  at  law  against  the  said  Preble^ 
Ilsley  or  Snoiv,  or  either  of  them,  who  shall  be  defi- 
cient in  returning  or  paying  for  the  said  fire  arms  as 
before  mentioned,  at  the  expiration  of  the  said  six  months 
from  the  date  of  this  Resolve,  the  value  of  the  said  arms 
to  be  computed  as  aforesaid.  March  18,  1784. 


Chapter  149. 

Chan  149  e-esglve  on  the  petition  of  joseph  frte,  esq;  relative 

"•  TO  LANDS  IN  FRYBURG,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF   YORK. 

The  committee  appointed  by  a  Resolve  of  May  the  first, 
1781,  to  examine  into  all  trespasses  and  illegal  entries  on 
the  unap>propriated  lands,  and  to  ivhom  was  committed  the 
petition  of  Joseph  Frye,  Psq;  accompanied  with  a  p>lan  of 
Four  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty  five  acres  of  land,  in 
lieu  of  Four  thousand  one  hundred  and  forty-seven  acres 
received  bach  by  government  from  the  said  Frye,  in  the 
icest  corner  of  Fryburg  in  the  county  of  York,  June  25, 
1772,  have  attended  to  the  petition  and  viewed  the  plan, 
and  tit  ink  it  unreasonable  to  cut  the  government's  land  in 
such  a  disadvantageous  manner  as  is  done  by  the  said 
plan : 

Therefore  propose.  That  the  Four  thousand  one  hundred 
and  forty-seven  acres  in  lieu  of  that  received  back,  be' 
laid  in  the  form  marked  by  the  red  lines  on  the  plan,  and 
bounded  in  the  followino-  manner,  viz.  :  besinnino;  at  the 
northerly  corner  of  the  said  town  of  Fryburg:  thence 
south  forty-five  degrees  west,  on  the  north-westerly  side 
line  of  the  said  town,  five  hundred  and  thirty  rods  ;  thence 
north  eight  degrees  east  (by  the  needle)  one  thousand 
five  hundred  and  eighty-four  rods  ;  thence  south  eighty- 
two  degrees,  east  five  hundred  rods  ;  thence  south  eight 
degrees  west,  to  the  upper  Keezer  pond ;  thence  by  the 
said  pond  and  the  outlet  thereof,  to  the  north-easterly 
side  line  of  the  aforesaid  town  o^  Fryburg,  thence  north 
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forty-five  degrees  west,  on  the  said  line  unto  the  northerly 
corner  first  mentioned. 

Jonathan  Greenleaf, 

David  Sewall, 

John  Lewis, 

William  Lithgow,  jun. 
March  18,  1784. 


Chapter   150. 

RESOLVE  GRANTING  ONE  HUXDRED  POUXDS  TO  THE  COMMIS- 
SIONERS APPOINTED  TO  ASCERTAIN  THE  BOUNDARY  LINE 
BETWEEN  XEiV  YORK  AND  THIS  COMMONWEALTH,  AND 
REQUESTING  THE  GOVERNOR  TO  WRITE  TO  THE  GOVERNOR 
OF  XEIV  YORK,  UPON   THE  SUBJECT, 

Whereas  in  and  bf/  an  act,  made  and.  passed  in  thepres- 
ent  session  of  the  General  Court,  intitled  '■'■An  act  for  the 
appointing  and  impowering  Commissioners,  on  the  part  of 
this  Commonwealth ,  in  conjunction  luith  such  as  are  or  may 
he  appointed  by  the  State  of  New  York,  to  ascertain  the 
boundary  line  between  this  Commonwealth ,  east  of  Hud- 
sou's-River  and  State  aforesaid" ;  Joseph  Hawley,  Caleb 
Strong,  Timothy  Edwards  and  Theodore  Sedgwick, 
J^sr/rs.,  are  appointed  Commissioners  on  the  part  of  this 
Commonwealth ,  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  said  act: 

It  is  therefore  Resolved,  That  there'be  allowed  and  paid 
out  of  the  public  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  the 
said  Commissioners,  whenever  they  shall  be  ready  to  pro- 
ceed on  the  business  in  the  said  act  assigned  them,  the  sum 
of  (J)ie  hundred  pounds,  to  enable  them  to  efl:ect  the  busi- 
ness of  their  commission  with  dispatch.    And  it  is  further 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  of  this  Commonwealth  be 
requested  to  write  to  the  Governor  of  J^eiD  York,  upon 
the  subject  matter  of  the  said  act,  and  transmit  him  an 
authenticated  copy  of  the  same  ;  and  that  he  commission- 
ate  the  said  Commissioners  as  speedily  as  may  be,  in  the 
manner  provided  in  the  said  act.  March  18,  1784. 

Chapter  151. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  THE 
ISLAND  OF  XANTUCKET,  FOR  POSTPONING  THE  PAYMENT 
OF  ALL  TAXES  ASSESSED  UPON  THE  TOWN  OF  SHERBURXE 
TILL  FURTHER  ORDERS. 

On  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  island  of  Nan- 
tucket : 
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JVJiereas  the  inhabitants  of  the  island  o/"Xantucket  have 
been  much  exposed  to  the  depredations  and  ravages  of  the 
enemy,  during  the  late  war,  from  the  peculiar  situation  of 
the  said  island;  and  have  in  reality  suffered  greatly  by 
having  their  vessels  captured,  and  their  property  taken  and 
carried  away : 

Resolved,  That  the  payment  of  all  the  taxes  assessed 
upon  the  town  of  Sherburne ,  in  the  county  of  Nantucket, 
except  the  sum  of  Tv:enty-one  hundred  pounds,  (which 
is  to  be  paid  forthwith)  he  postponed  until  the  third 
Wednesday  of  the  next  sitting  of  the  General  Court. 

March  18,  1784. 


Chapter  152. 

C^a».152  REPORT   OF  THE   COMMITTEE  OF    BOTH  HOUSES   ON  THE  PETI- 
^  '  TION    OF  LIEUT.  COL.  BADLAM. 

The  committee  of  both  Houses,  appointed  to  consider 
the  petition  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Badlam,  have  attended 
that  service,  and  report,  as  their  opinion,  —  That  the  said 
petition  be  referred  to  Congress,  with  a  representation 
setting  forth  the  great  probability  there  is,  (arising  from 
the  additional  evidence,  he,  the  said  Badla/m,  is  able  to 
produce  in  his  favour,  beyond  what  he  had  to  lay  before 
the  Court  Martial,  and  his  general  good  character)  that 
upon  a  full  hearing  before  Congress,  or  in  such  other  way 
as  they  shall  direct,  he  may  be  acquitted  from  the  charge 
alleged  against  him,  with  honor.  March  18,  1784. 


Chap.lDd 


Chapter  153. 

LETTER  TO  CONGRESS. 

SIR, 
The  inclosed  petition,  presented  to  this  Court  by  £i:ra 
Badlam,  late  a  Lieutenant  Colonel  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  but  dismissed  therefrom  by  the  sentence 
of  a  Court  Martial,  on  the  first  day  of  August,  1162,  the 
Legislature  of  this  Commonwealth  have  conceived  it  their 
duty  to  lay  before  Congress,  from  a  consideration  of  his 
general  character,  his  past  sei-\'ices  and  acknowledged 
merit,  and  from  a  persuasion  that  the  petitioner  would  be 
able  to  produce  such  new  testimonials  in  his  favour,  as 
would  claim  the  attention  of  Conofress. 
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This  Legislature  does  not  undertake  to  enter  into  the 
discussion  of  a  matter  decided  upon  by  a  Court  Martial ; 
but  as  the  petitioner,  from  the  commencement  of  the  late 
war  to  the  time  of  his  dismission,  has  been  chargeable  in 
no  other  instance  of  tailure  in  duty,  but  conducted,  as  we 
apprehend,  as  a  brave  and  deserving  officer,  and  until 
then  no  stain  had  rested  on  his  military  character ;  and  as 
he  has  also  o-reatlv  suflered  in  his  health  and  interest,  in 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  this  Court  do 
earnestly  request  that  Congress  would  take  his  case  into 
their  wise  consideration,  give  him  an  opportunity  to  state 
his  difficulties,  and  grant  him  such  relief  as  in  their  wis- 
dom shall  seem  meet. 

To  the  President  of  Congress. 

Read  and  Ordered,  That  a  fair  draught  of  the  aforego- 
ing letter  be  made,  and  that  the  Governor  be  requested 
to  forward  the  same  to  the  Delegates  of  this  Common- 
wealth, to  be  by  them  presented  to  Congress. 

March  IS,  1784. 

Chapter  154. 

RESOLVE  ON  TFIE  PETITION  OF  JOHX  BURKE,  AND  OTHERS,  IN    QJidj)  1^^ 
BEHALF  OF  THE  TOWN   OF  BERXARUSTOX,  DIRECTING  THE  "' 

TREASURER  TO  CREDIT  SAID  BERXARDSTOX  THREE  POUXDS 
THREE  SHILLIXGS  AXD  FOUR  PEXCE. 

On  the  petition  of  John  Burke,  and  others,  in  behalf  of 
the  town  of  Bernardston  : 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  by  a  receipt  from  the 
Secretary,  that  the  toivn  of  Bernardston,  in  the  county  of 
Hampshire,  have  discharged  their  several  requisitions  of 
beef  and  issued  one  hundred  and  ninety  pounds  of  beef 
more  than  the  first  requisition: 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  directed,  to  credit  the  said  town  of  Bernardston 
the  sum  of  Three  pounds  three  shillings  and  four  pence ,  in 
full  for  the  said  beef.  March  19,  1784. 


Chapter  155. 

RESOLVE   ON  THE    PETITION  OF  EPHRAIM  SPRIXG,  OF  XORTH- 

BRIDGE. 

On  the  petition  of  F,i)hYii\m  Spring,  setting  forth,  that  he 
was  appointed  chairman  of  a  class  for  raising  one  of  the 
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Continental  7nen  assigned  to  the  toivn  q/'Northbridge,  by  a 
resolve  of  the  General  Court  of  the  seventh  0/ March,  1782  ; 
and  that  the  said  town  is  made  debtor  to  this  Common- 
wealth, for  being  deficient  two  men  assigned  them  by  the 
said  resolve,  one  of  ivJiich  ivas  raised  by  him  the  said 
Spring  : 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  by  a  certificate  from 
the  Muster  Master  who  resided  at  Springfield  at  the  time  of 
raising,  and  for  the  purpose  of  mustering  the  men  raised 
in  consequence  of  the  said  resolve,  that  the  petitioner  did 
seasonably  procure  and  deliver  unto  tlie  said  Master  Master 
{and  to  his  acceptance )  a  recruit  enlisted  for  the  term  of 
three  years : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Com- 
monwealth be,  and  hereby  is  directed,  to  credit  the  said 
town  of  JSforthbridge  the  sum  of  Seventy  four  pjounds  one 
shilling  and  eight  pence,  which  appears  to  be  the  sum 
charged  against  the  said  town  for  one  of  the  said  men  ; 
and  that  the  said  Spring,  as  chairman  of  a  class  as  above- 
said,  receive  the  benefit  of  the  same,  any  law  or  resolve 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  March  19,  1784. 


Chapter  156. 


CTiap.l5Q 


RESOLVE  GRANTING  TWO  HUNDRED  AND  FORTY-SIX  POUNDS 
TWELVE  SHILLINGS    AND    SEVEN    PENCE  TO  JOHN  AVERT, 

JUN.  ESQ;  FOR  SERVICES  AS  SECRETARY,  TO   JANUARY,  1784. 

On  the  petition  of  John  Avery,  -Esq;  prayiug  for  an 
alloicancefor  his  services: 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  John  Avery, 
Esq  ;  Secretary,  the  sum  of  Two  Jtundred  and  forty-six 
pounds  twelve  shillings  and  seven  pence,  in  full  for  his  ser- 
vices from  June,  1782,  to  January,  1784,  over  and  above 
th7'ee  hundred  and  seven  pounds  ten  shillings  and  nine 
pence  which  he  has  received  in  his  office  within  the  said 
term .  March  19,  1 784 . 

Chapter  157. 

Chav  157  i^ESOLVE  on  the  petition  of  abijah  prescott,  granting 

^  *  him  six  POUNDS  FOR  THE  BOUNTY  MENTIONED. 

0)1  the  petition  o/"  Abijah  Prescott,  sf-tting  forth,  that  he 
the  said  Abijah,  being  a  Deputy  Sheriff,  did,  by  virtue  of  a 
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warrant  fi'om  a  magistrate ,  apjjreJiend  one  Reubin  Tucker, 
accused  of  high  misdemeanors  against  the  Commonwealth, 
which  prisoner  effected  aforceahle  escape,  while  in  his  cus- 
tody—  whereupon  the  said  petitioner  put  forth  an  adver- 
tisement, and  promised  a  reward  of  twenty  dollars  for  the 
recover ij  of  the  said  prisoner,  in  consequence  of  which  he 
was  again  apprehended,  tried  and  found  guilt//;  but  no 
provision  is  made  for  the  reimbursement  of  the  twenty  dol- 
lars given  as  the  bountg  aforesaid: 

Therefore  Rt^solved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  xinto  Abijah  Prescott,  the 
sum  of  six  pounds,  in  full  for  the  bounty  given  by  him, 
as  mentioned  in  the  preamble  to  this  resolve. 

March  19,  1784. 


Chapter  158. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  KEZIA  JOHNSON,  AND  OTHERS 
IMPOWERING  THEM  TO  MAKE  SALE  OF  THE  LAND  MEN- 
TIONED. 

On  the  petition  of  Kezia  Johnson,  administratrix  to 
the  estate  of  the  deceased  Reuel  Baldwin,  husband  to  the 
administratrix,  and  Cyrus  Baldwin,  guardian  to  all  the 
children  of  the  deceased,  playing  liberty  to  sell  tivo-thirds 
of  the  estate  of  the  deceased,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  the 
said  petition  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  Kezid  Johnson,  Reuben  Johnson,  Cyrus  Baldwin, 
subscribers  of  the  said  petition,  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
authorized  and  impowered,  to  make  sale  of  tw(j-thirds  of 
the  estate  of  the  deceased,  and  execute  a  good  and  lawful 
deed  or  deeds  of  the  same,  they  giving  proper  security  to 
the  Judge  of  Probate,  for  the  county  of  Jliddlesex,  that 
the  net  proceeds  of  the  said  sale,  shall  be  put  on  interest 
for  the  benefit  of  the  children,  after  paying  the  just  demands 
on  the  said  estate.  March  19,  1784. 


Chap.WS 


•        Chapter    159. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE   PETITION   OF  THE   SELECTMEN   OF    CHARLE- 
MONT,   DIRECTING   AN   ABATEMENT  OF   CERTAIN   FINES. 

On  the  petition  of  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Charle- 
mont,  prciying  that  the  Jines  laid  on  the  said  toivn  in  a 


Chap.159 
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tax  of  1781, yb?'  not  raising  their  proportion  of  three  and 
six  months  tnen,  in  the  year  17<S0,  maij  he  abated: 

Whereas  hy  a  resolve  of  J axmary  25,  1781,  it  tvas  pro- 
vided that  the  said   toivn  of  Charlemont,  shoidd  not   be 

fined  for  a  delinquency  of  tivo  six-months  men,  and  two 
three-months  men;  and  ivhereas  it  appears,  that  by  mis- 
take the  said  town  is  fined  eiiiht  pounds,  for  tlie  said  six 
montlis  men,  and  the  sum  -^ytwelve  pounds  sixteen  shillings, 

for  the  said  three  m^onths  men: 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  whole  of  the  said  fines, 
amounting  to  Twenty  pounds,  sixteen  shillings,  be  abated 
to  the  town  of  Charlenvmt,  in  the  new  emission  tax  of 
1781,  and  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  is  hereby 
directed  to  govern  himself  accordingly. 

Maxell  19,  1784. 


Chapter  IGO. 

Chan  160  i^esolve  on  the  petition  of  susanwae  green,  empower- 

-^  *  ING  HER   TO   MAKE    AND    EXECUTE    A   DEED,   cScC. 

On  the  jjetition  of  Susannah  Green,  ividoiv  of  Paul 
Green,  o/ Rochester,  in  the  county  o/ Plymouth,  deceased, 
setting  forth,  that  the  dwelling  house  of  her  deceased  hus- 
band, ivith  eight  acres  of  land  adjoining ,  have  been  taken 
by  execution,  and  set  off  to  satisfy  the  same;  and  praying 
that  she  may  be  empowered  to  exchange  uniinproved  lands 
of  her  deceased  husband's  for  the  said  house  and  land: 

liesolved,  That  the  selectmen  of  the  said  Rochester, 
with  the  said  Susannah  Green,  executrix  to  the  last  will 
of  her  deceased  husband,  be,  and  hereby  are  empowered, 
to  make  the  said  exchange,  and  to  execute  a  good  and 
lawful  deed  of  the  same.  March  19,  1784. 


Chap.161 


Chapter  161. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  THE 
PLANTATION  CALLED  STERLINGTOy,  DIRECTING  THE  TREAS- 
URER TO   STAY   HIS  EXECUTION. 

On  the  p)etition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  plantation  called 
Sterlington,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  setting  forth  that 
they  have  been  taxed  in  tiro  Continental  Taxes,  and  the  last 
State  Tax,  the  sum.  q/ twenty-five  pounds  each,  and  repre- 
senting their  inability  to  discharge  and  pay  the  sa?ne: 
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Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners 
he  so  far  granted,  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Common- 
wealth be,  and  he  hereby  is  directed,  to  stay  his  execu- 
tion upon  the  said  inhabitants  until  the  expiration  of 
twelve  months  from  the  date  hereof.        March  20,  1784. 


Chapter  162. 

REvSOLVE  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  PAY  TO  THE  MEM- 
BERS OF  THE  COUNCIL  AND  OF  THE  GENERAL  COURT,  THE 
SUMS  DUE  TO  THEM  RESPECTIVELY,  FOR  THEIR  SERVICES 
DURING  THE  PRESENT  SESSION,  OUT  OF  ANY  MONEY  IN 
HIS    HANDS. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he  is  hereby  directed,  to  pay  to  the  members  of  the 
Council  and  of  the  General  Court,  the  sum  or  sums  due 
to  them  respectively,  for  their  services  respectively  dur- 
ing the  present  session,  out  of  any  money  in  his  hands, 
and  replace  the  same  out  of  the  first  money  that  shall 
come  into  the  treasury,  unappropriated. 

March  20,  1784. 


Chapter  163. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  THE 
TOWN  OF  BELFAST,  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  CREDIT 
THE  SAID  TOWN  FOR  CERTAIN  TAXES. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court,  that  the  inhahitants 
of  the  town  of  Belfast,  h>j  reason  of  their  situation,  being 
con  fig  nous  to  the  post  occupied  by  the  British  force  at  Pe- 
nobscot, during  the  late  war,  loere  under  absolute  necessity 
to  quit  their  habitations,  and  flee  to  some  other  toions  and 
places  more  remote  from  the  enemy  for  safety,  leaving  the 
greater  part  of  their  property  to  the  ravages  of  the  enemy, 
and  they  are  thereby  become  unable  to  pay  public  taxes  for 
thepre.^ent: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  whole  of  the  public  taxes  of  every  kind, 
already  granted  to  be  assessed  on  the  said  town,  be,  and 
are  hereby  abated  ;  and  that  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  directed  to  credit  the  said  town  accordingly,  any 
law  or  resolve  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

March  20,  1784. 


Chap.162 
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Cliapter  164. 

Cliav  164  i^EsoLVE  confirming  grants  of  land  formerly   made 
J^  '  and  reported  upon  by   the  committee  on  eastern 

LANDS,  and  for  THE    SALE    OF   LANDS    MENTIONED   IN  THE 
REPORTS   OF   THE    SAID    COMMITTEE. 

On  the  report  of  March  the  twelfth,  1784,  made  by  the 
committee  appointed  by  a  Resolve  of  the  General  Court,  of 
Maythefrst,  1781,  ^'- for  examining  into  all  trespasses  and 
illegal  entries  on  the  unappropriated  lands  belonging  to  this 
Comjnonicealth :  " 

Whereas  the  said  committee  in  their  report  q/"  March  the 
twelfth,  1784,  annexed  a  jjla?!  exhibiting  at  one  vieiv,  the 
unapjjropriated  lands  belonging  to  this  Commonicealth,  on 
the  2cestern  side  of  Saco  River,  and  to  the  southivard  of 
little  Ossipee  River,  together  ii:ith  several  grants  of  land 
made  to  sundry  persons  at  several  times;  and  have  also 
reported,  that  of  the  lands  therein  mentioned,  two  hundred 
acres  thereof  granted  to  Daniel  Simpson,  one  hundred  acres 
to  Moses  Banks,  and  four  hundred  acres  to  Joseph  Bane, 
for  the  use  of  his  four  sons,  no  confirmation  thereof  from 
this  goverjiment  has  been  made  to  appear :  —  Therefore 

Resolved,  That  for  the  reasons  set  forth  in  the  said 
report,  the  aforesaid  grants  of  two  hundred  acres  to  Daniel 
Simpson,  one  hundred  acres  to  Moses  Ranks,  and  four 
hundred  acres  to  Joseph  Rane,  for  the  use  of  his  four 
sons,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  severally  confirmed  to  them, 
their  heirs  and  assigns,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  and 
as  fully  as  though  the  said  grants  had  been  heretofore 
confirmed,  and  due  record  made  of  the  same. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  said 
committee,  respecting  lands  granted  to  Jonathan  Rane, 
and  their  doings  relative  thereto,  as  well  as  Avith  respect 
to  the  two  hundred  acres,  the  said  committee  permitted 
the  assignees  of  Samuel  Kendall  to  lay  out,  be,  and 
hereby  is  accepted  ;  and  the  three  hundred  acres  of  land 
to  Jonathan  Rane,  and  assignees,  and  the  two  hundred 
acres  to  the  assignees  of  Samuel  K'endall,  as  laid  out  by 
the  said  committee,  are  severally  confirmed  to  them,  their 
heirs  and  assigns. 

And  whereas  by  the  cforementioned  report  and  plan,  it 
appears,  that  there  are  several  strips  or  gores  of  land, 
amounting  to  about  five  thousand  six  hundred  acres,  of  the 
unappropriated  lands  belonging  to  this  Commonwealth,  on 
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the  2vesfe)')i  .s?VZe  of  Saco  RiTer,  and  to  the  soutJnvard  of 
little  Ossipec  River  : 

It  is  hereby  Resolved.,  That  the  whole  of  the  afore- 
mentioned unappi'opriated  hinds  mentioned  in  the  said 
report,  be  sold  at  public  auction,  for  government  securi- 
ties, except  the  one  hundred  acres  reported  by  the  said 
connnittee,  as  taken  up  by  JoJin  Lyd.Uon,  without  any 
title  under  the  government,  which  one  hundred  acres  the 
said  committee  are  directed  to  dispose  of  in  such  manner 
as  they  shall  judge  best  for  the  interest  of  this  Common- 
wealth. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  eleven  lots  of  land 
adjoining  to  Fri/hurg.,  mentioned  in  the  report  No.  2,  of 
the  said  committee  oi  MarcJi  the  tenth,  1784,  containing 
one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  each,  excepting  one  of  them 
which  contains  one  hundred  and  ninety-two  acres,  be  all 
sold  at  public  auction  for  government  securities. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  Cotton  Tufts,  Edivard 
Russell,  and  John  Hill,  Esquires,  be  a  committee  to  dis- 
pose of  the  aforesaid  lands,  amounting  to  about  five  thou- 
sand six  hundred  acres  ;  and  also  the  aforesaid  eleven  lots 
of  land,  at  pul)lic  auction,  for  government  securities,  as 
soon  as  may  be,  and  at  such  time  and  phice  as  they  shall 
appoint,  first  giving  public  notice  thereof  in  three  of  the 
Boston  newspapers,  for  three  weeks  successively,  and  at 
least  three  months  before  the  time  of  sale,  and  shall  have 
power  to  adjourn  from  time  to  time,  until  the  sale  is  com- 
pleated  ;  and  the  said  committee  are  hereby  authorized 
and  empowered,  to  give  good  and  sufficient  deeds  to  the 
purchaser  or  purchasers  of  the  said  lands,  in  the  name  and 
behalf  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  to  have  regard  to  the 
bounds  of  the  said  lands,  as  set  forth  in  the  reports  and 
plans  aforementioned ;  and  the  said  committee  are  hereby 
directed  to  pay  into  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth, 
such  securities  as  the}^  shall  receive  for  the  said  lands, 
taking  duplicate  recei|)ts  therefor,  and  to  lodge  one  of 
them  with  the  Secretary,  and  make  report  of  their  doings 
hereon,  at  the  next  session  of  the  General  Court. 

March  20, 1784. 
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Chapter  165. 

Chap.165  RESOLVE    allowing   the    committee    for    methodizing 

■^'  ACCOUNTS,    SEVEX  SHILLIXGS   PER  DAY,   WHILE    SETTLING 

THE  COMMITTEE  OF  SEQUESTRATION'S  ACCOUNTS,  AND 
DIRECTING  THE  COMMITTEE  TO  CALL  UPON  ALL  PERSONS 
WHO    HAVE   RECEIVED    GOODS    OF    SAID    COMMITTEE. 

Whereas  it  appeai^s  by  the  memorHal  of  the  Committee  for 
Methodizing  Accounts,  to  luhom  luas  committed  the  settle- 
ment of  the  accounts  of  the  Committee  of  Sequestration,  that 
the  settlement  of  the  said  accounts  was  delayed,  by  reason 
of  charges  being  made  of  the  said  Committee  of  Sequestra- 
tion, and  the  auctioneer  employed  by  them  for  their  daily 
trouble  in  that  business,  in  such  manner  as  could  not  icith 
propriety  be  allowed  ivithout  the  order  of  this  Court: 
Therefore,  to  ascertain  their  daily  pay. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  by  the  committee  for 
methodizing  accounts,  in  their  settlement  of  the  accounts 
of  the  Committee  of  Sequestration,  seven  shillings  per  day 
to  each  of  the  said  committee,  for  their  time  and  troulile 
while  they  were  emplo^^ed  in  that  business ;  and  that 
nothing  be  allowed  to  Willia7n  Greenleaf,  for  his  trouble, 
saving  the  five  per  cent,  commission  on  the  sale  of  goods 
to  him  committed. 

And  whereas  it  is  represented,  that  there  is  still  in  the 
hands  of  divers  persons,  sundry  goods  belonging  to  absen- 
tees, unaccounted  for  by  the  Committee  of  Sequestration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  methodizing  accounts 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  directed,  to  call  on  every  person 
who  has  received  any  of  the  said  goods,  and  who  has  not 
accounted  for  the  same,  and  bring  them  to  immediate  set- 
tlement therefor,  and  upon  the  said  committee's  receiving 
any  of  the  said  goods  into  their  possession,  they  are 
directed  to  make  sale  of  the  same  for  the  use  of  this  Com- 
monwealth ;  and  in  case  any  person  who  may  have  received 
any  of  the  said  goods,  and  has  not  accounted  for  the  same, 
shall  refuse  to  deliver  the  said  goods  unto  the  said  com- 
mittee, or  account  wnth  them  therefor,  the  said  commit- 
tee, without  partiality  oi>  delay,  are  directed  to  exhibit  an 
account  thereof  to  the  Attorney  General  of  this  Common- 
wealth, who  is  hereby  directed  immediately  to  commence  a 
legal  process  thereon,  and  the  sums  that  may  be  recovered, 
shall  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  in  such 
manner  and  for  such  purposes,  as  is  mentioned  in  a  resolve 
passed  October  the  fourth,  1782. 
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Aud  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  in  every  matter  rela- 
tive to  the  accounts  of  the  Committee  of  Sequestration, 
wiiere  this  Court  has  not  particularly  made  the  allowances 
of  pay  or  charges  made,  the  committee  for  methodizing 
accounts,  are  emi)owered  to  make  such  allowances  as  they 
may  judge  reasonable  ;  and  the  said  committee  are  directed, 
without  discrimination,  to  bring  every  person  concerned 
in  the  aforementioned  business,  to  an  immediate  settle- 
ment, agreeably  to  the  aforesaid  resolve  of  October  the 
fourth,  1782.  March  20,  1784. 


Chapter  166. 


RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  XATHAXIEL  FREEMAN,  TO 
APPREHEND  ONE  SETH  PERRY,  AND  TO  DEAL  WITH  HIM 
ACCORDING  TO    LAW. 

On  the  j)etiUon  of  Nathaniel  Freeman,  Esq;  praying 
for  the  direction  of  the  General  Court,  relating  to  the  send- 
ing out  of  this  Commonwealth  one  Seth  Perry  and  his 
family  : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Xathaniel  Freeman,  Esq  ;  be, 
and  he  hereby  is  directed,  to  take  care  that  the  said  Seth 
Perry  and  his  family  be  immediately  apprehended,  and  dealt 
with  agreeable  to  a  law^  made  and  passed  the  second  day  of 
Jidy  last,  entitled,  "  An  act  to  carry  into  execution  an  act 
made  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight,"  entitled,  "An  act  to  prevent  the  return  to  this 
State,  of  certain  persons  therein  named,  and  others  who 
have  left  this  State,  or  either  of  the  United  States,  and 
joined  the  enemies  thereof."  March  22,  1784. 

Chapter  167. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  THE  SELECTMEN  OF  THE  TOWN 
OF  IVALPOLE,  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO  CREDIT 
SAID    TOWN   FOR  A   FINE   AND   BOUNTY. 

On  the  petition  of  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of  "VValpole, 
setting  forth,  that  the  said  town  was  fined  for  the  deficiency 
of  one  man,  to  serve  as  a  soldier  in  the  year  1781,/b?'  the 
term  of  three  months,  which  man  was  raised,  and  served 
in  Captain  Pond's  company,  at  Rhode  Island,  as  aj^pears 
by  certificates: 

lie.'iolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
and  he   hereby  is  directed,  to  credit  the  town  of   Wal~ 
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pole^  (in  the  tax  of  March  last)  the'  sum  of  tioenty-one 
pounds  one  shilling  and  nine  j^ence,  in  full  for  the  fine  and 
bounty  of  one  man,  to  serve  as  a  soldier  for  the  term  of 
three  months.  March  22,  1784. 


Chapter  168. 

Chan  168  resolve  on  the  representation  of  timothy  childs,  in 

'^  '  behalf     of     JOSIAH     WRIGHT,     AND     OTHERS,     TO     SHEW 

CAUSE. 

Wher-eas  it  is  represented  to  this  Court  hy  Timothy 
Childs,  who  petitions  in  heJialf  of  Jiimself,  Josiah  Wright, 
jun.  and  James  Kaston,  Jun.  praying  for  a  neiv  trial  on  a 
certain  action  brought  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  wherein 
Cheney  Reed  ivas  plaintif,  and  the  persons  aforesaid  loere 
defendants,  on  a  note  of  hand  indorsed  to  him  by  one 
Joseph  Reed, /or  one  thousand  pounds,  conditioned  to  be 
void  on  the  payment  of  five  hundred  pounds,  ivhich  it  is 
said  vms  performed  by  the  defendants,  for  the  whole  sum. 
of  one  thousand  pounds,  occasioned  by  the  absence  of  a 
material  ivitness,  by  ivhose  testimony  the  defendants  are 
able  to  shev:  that  the  said  note  ivas  conditioned  as  afore- 
said:  Tlierefore 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioners  notify  the  said  Cheney 
Reed,  that  he  appear  and  shew  cause,  if  any  he  has,  why 
the  prayer  of  the  petition  of  the  said  Timothy  Childs,  in 
behalf  of  himself  and  others,  should  not  be  granted  on  the 
second  Wednesday  of  the  next  sitting  of  the  General 
Court,  by  leaving  an  attested  copy  of  their  petition  and 
this  resolve,  at  the  last  and  usual  place  of  his  abode,  at 
least  fourteen  days  before  the  said  sitting  of  the  said  Gen- 
eral Court,  and  that  execution  be  stayed  in  the  mean  time. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  a  resolve  of  the  twelfth 
instant,  purporting  to  be  founded  on  the  representation 
of  the  said  Timothy  Childs,  in  behalf  of  himself,  Joshua 
Wright,  jun.  and  James  Easton,}n\\.  for  notifying  the  said 
Cheney  Reed  to  appear  and  shew  cause  at  the  time  afore- 
mentioned, and  for  staying  execution  in  the  mean  time 
be,  and  hereby  is  repealed  and  made  null  and  void. 

March  22,  1784. 
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Chapter  169. 

REPORT  OF  THE    COMMITTEE    APPOINTED    BY    A  RESOLVE    OF  Qfidyy  169 
THE  'JSth  of  OCTOBER  LAST,  TO  EXAMINE  INTO  THE  STATE  OF  -^  ' 

THE  UNAPPROPRIATED  LANDS  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  L/.VCOL.V. 

The  committee  appointed  in  consequence  of  a  Resolve 
of  the  General  Court,  of  the  twenty-eighth  of  October 
last,  to  examine  into  the  state  of  the  unappropriated 
lands  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  and  for  other  purposes 
therein  mentioned,  have  attended  to  the  business  of  their 
appointment,  so  far  as  time  and  circumstances  would  per- 
mit :  and  they  tind  that  large  tracts  of  land  in  the  said 
county,  are  claimed  by  certain  persons  and  companies, 
particularly  by  the  Plymouth  Company,  by  the  heirs  and 

assigns  of  Leverett,  called  the     Waldo  claim  ;  and 

besides  these,  that  there  is  a  claim  called  the  Drown 
claim,  and  sundry  others  :  As  most  of  the  said  claims  are 
founded  on  ancient  grants  and  various  Indian  deeds,  &c. 
it  will  require  a  considerable  time  to  iuA^estigate  their 
authenticity  and  extent,  and  to  prepare  a  state  of  facts  to 
be  laid  before  the  General  Court,  which  will  be  attended 
to  without  loss  of  time  ;  and  in  the  mean  time  your  com- 
mittee ask  leave  to  report  as  their  opinion,  that  it  will  be 
for  the  interest  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  lay  out  a  num- 
ber of  towns  in  the  said  county,  and  propose  that  four 
towns  be  laid*  out  on  the  west  side  of  Penobscot  river, 
beginning  at  the  said  river,  at  the  distance  of  thirty  miles 
from  the  sea,  Irom  thence  extending  on  a  line  parallel  with 
the  general  course  of  the  sea-coast  towards  Kenebeck  river  ; 
that  as  many  towns  be  laid  out  on  the  east  side  of  Penob- 
scot river,  as  the  land  laying  between  the  westermost  of 
the  twelve  townships,  conditionally  granted  on  the  same 
side  of  the  said  river,  and  the  land  granted  to  the  Indians, 
will  admit ;  that  six  townships  be  laid  out  on  the  west  side 
of  the  river  8t.  Croix,  being  the  eastermost  boundary  of 
this  Commonwealth,  beginning  at  the  sea,  and  extending 
up  the  said  river ;  that  each  of  the  said  townships  be  laid 
out  six  miles  square,  or  as  near  thereto  as  circumstances 
will  permit,  and  that  surveyors  be  appointed  by  the  per- 
sons who  shall  be  authorized  to  dispose  of  the  land  herein 
mentioned,  for  the  purpose  of  laying  out  the  said  town- 
ships, returning  the  quantity,  quality  and  boundaries  of 
the  same,  whether  they  be  rocky,  mountainous,  or  plain, 
the  growth  and  kind  of  timber  and    wood   thereon,  the 
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rivers  and  streams  therein,  together  with  the  nearness  of 
those  townships  which  do  not  lay  on  a  river,  to  any  set- 
tlement or  landing,  agreeably  to  the  aforesaid  resolve. 

And  at  the  same  time  your  committee  would  beg  leave 
to  suggest,  that  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  emigrations 
from  this  into  other  States,  and  accelerating  the  settle- 
ment of  the  lands  belonging  to  this  Commonwealth,  it 
would  be  expedient  to  appoint  some  suitable  persons  to 
dispose  of  the  lands  before  proposed  to  be  laid  out,  to  any 
subject  of  this  or  any  other  of  the  United  States,  who 
will  pay  therefor  in  specie  securities  due  from  this  Com- 
monwealth, with  the  following  directions,  viz.  after 
reserving  fifteen  hundred  acres  in  every  township  for 
public  use,  to  dispose  of  half  of  the  said  townships  which 
shall  be  adjoining  to  a  river,  in  quantities  not  exceeding 
five  hundred  acres  to  one  person,  and  at  a  rate  not  below 
six  shillings  per  acre  ;  in  each  of  the  other  townships 
that  shall  be  adjoining  a  river,  to  sell  six  thousand  acres, 
in  quantities  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  to 
one  person,  on  such  terms  as  to  the  vendors  shall  appear 
reasonable,  the  validity  of  their  titles  to  depend  on  settling 
themselves,  or  causing  some  other  person  to  settle  within 
twelve  months  from  the  date  of  the  deed,  unavoidable 
casualties  excepted ;  if  the  first  mentioned  townships 
should  not  be  sold  in  the  manner  prescribed  for  them,  then 
that  they  be  sold  in  the  manner  last  mentioned ;  in  those 
townships  which  do  not  adjoin  to  a  river,  to  dispose  of  a 
quantity  not  exceeding  three  thousand  acres,  as  follows, 
to  give  one  hundred  acres  to  each  person  who  shall  settle 
thereon  within  one  year  from  the  date  of  his  agreement, 
their  titles  to  be  confirmed  to  them  upon  their  clearing  at 
least  four  acres  annually,  for  the  first  four  years. 

It  is  suggested  also,  that  it  will  be  expedient  to  author- 
ize the  persons  Avho  may  be  appointed  to  dispose  of  the 
land,  to  procure  faithful  chainmen  and  other  help  neces- 
sary for  the  purpose  of  laying  out  the  townships  and  lots 
that  shall  be  sold ;  both  surveyors  and  chainmen  to  be 
sworn  faithfully  to  discharge  the  duties  to  which  they  are 
respectively  appointed,  previously  to  their  proceeding. 

Your  committee,  immediately  after  the  passing  of  the 
said  resolve  of  the  twenty-eight  of  October  last,  by  pub- 
lic advertizements,  gave  notice  of  their  appointment  and 
of  the  duties  required  of  them,  and  cautioned  all  persons 
against  committing  future  trespasses  on   public  lands  in 
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the  said  county ;  they  also  empowered  the  Honorable 
WUliam  LitJtgow,  juu.  Esq;  in  their  behalf,  to  com- 
mence suits  at  law,  and  to  prosecute  the  same  to  final 
judgment  and  execution  against  all  persons  who  should, 
disregard  the  warning  then  given  ;  it  is  proposed  when 
the  season  shall  be  most  favourable  for  the  purpose,  that 
two  at  least  of  the  committee  proceed  in  person  to  the 
said  county,  in  order  to  receive  proposals  from  those 
persons  who  have  without  authority,  entered  on  public 
land,  and  made  encroachments  thereon,  and  to  treat  with 
them  on  terms  of  settlement. 

The  foregoing  is  humbly  submitted, 

by  Samuel  Phillips,  jun.  per  order. 
Boston,  March  19,  1784. 

And  thereupon  Resolved,  that  Samuel  Phillips,  jun. 
yathaniel  Wells,  Nathan  Dane,  Esqr's.  be,  and  they  are 
herel)y  appointed  a  committee  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
the  foregoing  report  into  execution  ;  and  that  there  be 
allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury,  a  sum  not 
exceeding  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  unto  the  said 
committee,  to  enable  them  to  perform  the  business  hereby 
assigned  them,  they  to  be  accountable  for  the  same. 

March  22,  1784. 


Chapter  170. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  REPRESENTATION  OF  MONSIEUR  DE  LA 
TOMBE,  CONSUL  GENERAL  OF  FRANCE,  EXEMPTING  THE 
CARGO  OF  THE  SHIP  RENCONTRE  FROM  FORFEITURE. 

On  the  petition  of  the  Consul  General  of  France,  rela- 
tive to  a  seizure  of  the  cargo  of  the  ship  Rencontre  : 

Wliereas  it  appears  that  there  was  no  intention  of  fraud 
in  omitting  to  enter  the  said  cargo  agreeable  to  law: 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  cargo  of  the  said  ship 
Rencontre,  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
packages,  as  appears  by  the  first  entries  in  the  naval 
office,  part  of  which  was  re-shipped  on  board  the  brigantine 
Victory,  and  lately  unladed  without  permit,  be  exempt  from 
forfeiture,  and  that  the  articles  seized  be  restored  to  the 
concerned.  Provided  hoirever.  That  the  duties  on  the 
whole  cargo  be  first  secured  according  to  law,  and  all  rea- 
sonable charges  for  the  removal  and  storage  of  said  prop- 
erty be  duly  paid,  the  seizure  aforesaid  or  anything  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding.  March  23,  1784. 
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Chapter  171. 

Chan  171  order  requesting  the  governor  to  write  to  governor 

-^  *  GUERARD,    OF    SOUTH  CAROLINA,    INCLOSING    THE    LETTER 

OF  THE  JUDGES  OF  THE  SUPREME  JUDICIAL  COURT, 

Ordered,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be 
requested  to  write  to  his  Excellency  Benjamin  Guer- 
ard.  Governor  of  Soutli  Carolina,  inclosing,  for  the 
information  of  Governor  Guerard,  the  letter  of  the 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  of  this  Common- 
wealth, with  the  copy  in  the  said  letter  referred  to,  upon 
the  subject  of  Governor  Guerard's  letter,  dated  the  sixth 
October,  1783.  Manili  23,  1784. 


Chapter  172. 

CJiaV  172  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  ASA   WHETCOMB,  ESQ;  ALLOW- 
•^  *  ING   HIM  A  CERTAIN  SUM  FOR  SURPLUSES   PAID   BY    HIM  IN 

1775,  TO  NON-COMMISSIONED  OFFICERS. 

Whei'eas  Asa  Whetcomb,  Usq,  loaa,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five,  appointed  Pay 
Master  and  Muster  Master  of  the  troops  raised  by  this 
State,  and  stationed  at  Cambridge,  and  received  p>ubJic 
monies  for  the  use  of  the  said  troops,  to  be  paid  to  them 
agreeably  to  the  direction  of  a  resolve  of  the  Congress  of 
the  State;  but  from  a  misconstruction  of  the  said  resolve, 
the  said  Wheteomh paid  to  each  non-commissioned  officer 
and  private,  one  full  month's  ivages,  ivhen  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  the  said  resolve  was,  that  each  non-com- 
Tnissioned  officer  and  private  shoidd  receive  the  sum  of 
forty  shillings  only:  and  therefore  the  said  Whetcomb, 
ivhen  called  upon  to  account  for  the  e:iipenditure  of  the 
monies  he  had  received  as  aforesaid,  tvas  not  alloiced  for 
the  suiplusages  paid  by  him  to  the  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers, although  he  produced  sufficient  vouchers  of  the  pay- 
ment of  the  same :  And  whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court, 
that  the  non-commissioned  officers  aforesaid  v.'ere,  in  the 
final  settlement  of  their  accounts,  each  charged  with  a  full 
month's  pay ,  made  by  the  said  Whetcomb  as  aforesaid, 
and  the  public  hath  had  the  advantage  thereof: 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  to  the  said 
Asa  Whetcomb,  the  sum  of  Eleven  hundred  and  fifty-one 
pounds  three  shillings,  in  full  of  the  amount  of  the  sur- 
plusages aforesaid,  paid  by  him  to  the  aforesaid  non-com- 
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missioned  officers,  and  also  in  full  compensation  of  his 
services  as  Pay  Master  and  Muster  Master  ;  and  the  com- 
mittee for  methodizing  and  stating  the  public  accounts, 
are  hereby  directed  to  allow  the  same  in  the  settlement  of 
the  said  WJietcomUs  accounts.  March  22,  17S4. 


Chapter  173. 

A  GRANT  OF  FOUR  THOUSAND  POUNDS  TO  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  QJirjYf  173 
,    ACCOUNTS.  J^  ' 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 
Commonwealth,  to  the  Committee  on  Accounts  four  thou- 
sand pounds,  to  enal)le  them  to  pay  such  accounts  as  have 
been  by  them  examined  and  allowed  ;  the  said  committee 
to  be  accountable  for  the  expenditure  of  the  same. 

March  22,  1784.     ' 

Chapter  174. 

RESOLVE   ON    THE    PETITION    OF    STEPHEN    ROOT,    GRANTING  (JJian  174 
HIM    FORTY-NINE    POUNDS    TWO    SHILLINGS    AND    EIGHT  ^  ' 

PENCE  FOR  HIS  WAGES  WHILE  A  PRISONER,  AND  FORTY 
SHILLINGS  FOR  THE  LOSS  OF  A  FIRE  ARM  AND  ACCOUTRE- 
MENTS. 

On  the  petition  of  Stephen  Root,  praying  for  a  com- 
pensation for  the  time  he  ivas  a  prisoner  ivith  the  enemy, 
until  he  returned  home,  2vhich  was  two  years  and  seven- 
teen days: 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  the  sum  of  Forty- 
nine  pounds  tico  shillinf/s  and  eight  pence,  to  the  said 
Stephen  Root,  in  full  for  his  wages  while  a  prisoner. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and 
paid  out  of  the  public  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth, 
the  further  sum  oi  forty  shillings,  for  the  tire  arm  and 
accoutrements  he  lost  when  taken  a  prisoner,  and  that  the 
same  be  charged  to  the  accounts  of  the  United  States. 

March  22,  1784. 
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Chapter  175. 

/nri       ,  -I  r^r  RESOLVE    ON    THE    PETITION    OF    THE    INHABITANTS    OF    THE 
^       -^  PLANTATION    CALLED    BAKERSTOIVX,    IN    THE    COUNTY    OF 

CUMBERLAXD,  DIRECTING  THE  TREASURER    TO  STAY   EXE- 
CUTIONS. 

^\lieveas  severo]  taxes  have  been  laid  hy  the  General 
Court  of  this  Commomcealth,  upon  the  plantation  called 
Bakerstown,  in  //?e  co?/??)'y  q/"  Cumberland,  the  payment  of 
u-hich  by  the  inhabitants  only,  apjjears  to  be  unreasonable; 
and  as  very  few  of  the  inhabitants  are  ptroprietors,  and 
the  proprietors  records  at  a  great  distance  from  them,  by 
which  they  are  deprived  of  the  necessary  means  of  knowl- 
edge to  make  a  Ju.'<t  and  equitable  assessjnent:  Therefor-e, 
.Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be, 
.  and  he  hereby  is  directed,  to  stay  all  executions  that  have 
been  issued  by  him,  or  might  be  issued,  if  this  resolve  had 
not  passed,  against  the  said  plantation  of  Bakerstoivn,  for 
six  months  from  the  date  of  this  resolve  ;  and  the  further 
consideration  of  putting  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  plan- 
tation in  such  circumstances  respecting  the  proprietors 
records  as  shall  enable  them  to  make  a  just  and  legal 
assessment,  be  referred  to  the  next  sitting  of  the  General 
Court.  March  22,  17S4. 


Chap.llid 


Chapter  176. 

ra  RESOLVE     REQUESTING    THE     GOVERNOR    TO     APPOINT    SOME 
PERSON  TO  RECEIVE  THE«PUBLIC  STORES  AT  MACHIAS. 

It  being  represented  to  this  Court,  that  there  is  a  num- 
ber of  cannon  and  other  military  stores  and  buildings  at 
Machias.  and  its  vicinity,  which  are  the  pjrojjerty  of  the 
United  States,  and  no  person  is  now  autJiorized  to  take 
care  thereof: 

Besolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be,  and  he 
is  hereby  requested,  to  appoint  some  suitable  person  to 
take  care  of  the  said  cannon,  stores  and  buildings,  and 
make  return  of  the  quantity  and  situation  of  the  same, 
as  soon  as  may  be.  March  22,  17S4. 


1783.  — Jaxx- ART  Session.  901 

Chapter   177. 

A  GRANT  OF  S/.Y  HUXDRED   POUyDS  TO    THOMAS  ITERS,  ESQ;  Ckap.177 
TREASURER.  -^  ' 

Resolved,  That  there  1)8  granted  and  allowed  out  of  the 
public  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  Tliomas  Ivers, 
Esq  ;  Treasurer  and  Receiver  General  of  the  Common- 
weahh  aforesaid,  the  sum  of  Six  hundred  pounds,  being 
in  full  for  one  year  and  six  months  service  as  Treasurer 
aforesaid,  ending  on  the  10th  day  of  April  next. 

March  22,  1784. 

Chapter  178. 

RESOLVE    FOR     REPEALrSG    A  RESOLVE   PASSED  JUXE  23,  17S0,  Chcip.llS 
AND  FOR  LEASING  OUT  THATCHER'S  IShA^yj).  ^  ' 

WJiereas  by  a  resolve  of  the  General  Court,  ptossed  Jane 
23.  1780,  emjxncering  and  directing  Stephen  Choate, 
Esq;  (amongst  other  tilings)  annually  to  lease  out 
Thatcher's  Island  (so  called)  for  as  much  as  the  same  iciTl 
fetch,  till  the  further  order  of  the  General  Court :  And 
whereas  it ajjpearsto  this  Court  that  the  said  island  may  be 
improved  to  better  advantage  by  the  person  apptointed  by 
the  Governor  to  reside  on  the  aforesaid  island,  for  the 
piurpose  of  tending  the  Light  Houses  erected  thereon: 

Resolved,  That  the  aforesaid  resolve,  so  far  as  it  relates 
to  the  leasing  out  the  said  island,  be,  and  hereby  is  repealed 
and  made  null  and  void. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be,  and 
herein'  is  requested,  to  require  the  person  who  is  or  may 
from  time  to  time  be  appointed  as  aforesaid,  to  account 
for  the  improvement  of  the  said  island  annually,  during 
the  time  he  shall  be  employed  as  aforesaid. 

March  22,  17 S4. 

Chapter    179. 

RESOLVE    DIRECTING    THE    COMMITTEE    FOR    SETTLING    WITH   ChapA~9 
THE   ARMY,   TO   WRITE    COL.    ARM  AX  D,    AND    REQUEST    HIM  "' 

TO   COMPLE-\T>A  RETURN  OF    THE    MEN    INLISTED    BY   HIM 
IN  THIS  COMMONWEALTH. 

}V7iereas  Col.  Armand,  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  July, 
Anno  Domini,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight,  did  receive  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  then   State  of 
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Massachusetts,  the  sum  o/'two  thousand  five  hundred  and 
eleven  pounds, /b?'  the  jnirpose  of  paying  the  bounties  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty-tv:o  men,  inhabitants  of  the  said 
State,  supposed  to  be  enlisted  into  the  legion  of  horse,  at 
that  time  commanded  by  the  said  Col.  Armand :  And 
whereas  the  said  Colonel  has  made  return  of  thirty-one 
men  only  inlisted  as  aforesaid,  and  has  not  accounted  for 
the  sura  received  by  him  as  abovesaid : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  settling 
with  the  army  be,  and  they  are  hereby  directed,  to  write 
to  the  said  Col.  Armand,  and  request  him  to  compleat 
and  forward  to  the  said  committee,  a  return  of  all  the  men 
inlisted  by  him  as  aforesaid,  who  then  belonged  to  the  said 
State,  in  order  that  the  United  States  may  be  debited  with 
the  sum  advanced  as  aforesaid,  to  the  said  Colonel. 

March  22,  1784. 

Chapter  180. 

Chan  180  b^esolve  directing  the  treasurer  to  call  upon  delin- 

■'■  '  QUENT   collectors   for  I7SL 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  hereby  is 
directed,  to  issue  his  executions  against  all  such  collectors 
of  the  tax  granted  in  April,  1781,  and  payable  in  bills  of 
the  new  emission,  as  shall  not  have  compleated  the  settle- 
ment of  their  respective  accounts  on  the  15th  day  oi  June 
next ;  and  that  he  cause  this  resolve  to  be  published  in 
Adams  and  Kourse^s,  and  in  the  Salem,  Worcester  and 
Springfield  newspapers.  March  22,  1784. 


Chajj.181 


Chapter  181. 

grant  of  oxe  thousand  and  sixtt-three  pounds 
twelve  shillings  to  hon.  robert  treat  paine,  esq; 
for  his  services  as  attorney  general,  to  january, 

1783. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court  that  by  reason  of  the 
late  war,  the  business  necessary  to  be  performed  by  the 
Attorney  General  of  this  Comrnonivealth  in  that  office,  hath 
been  greatly  encreased  and.  attended,  icith  jj^wliar  difficulty, 
greater  expence,  and  more  constant  application  than  at  other 
times :    Therefore 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,   unto  the  Hon,    Robert 
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Treat  Painey  Esq  :  Attorney  General,  the  sum  of  One 
thousand  sixty-tJiree pounds  and  twelve  shiUinrjfiy  in  addi- 
tion to  what  has  been  granted  to  him  and  he  has  received, 
previous  to  the  first  of  Jan.  in  the  year  17i<3,  in  full 
for  his  services  as  Attorney  General  for  this  Common- 
wealth, from  the  time  of  his  first  appointment  to  that  otfice, 
down  to  the  said  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three. 

March  23,  17 S4. 


Chapter  18 '^. 

GRANT  OF  SEVEX  POUXDS  TO   MRS.  JUDITH  COOPER,  WIDOW  Chap.lS2 
OF    DR.    SAMUEL    COOPER.    LATE    CHAPLAIN*  TO    THE     TWO  ^' 

HOUSES;  AND  FIVE  POUXDS  TO  THE  REV.  JOSEPH  ECKLET, 
CHAPLAIN,   FOR   HIS   SERVICES  THE  PRESENT   SESSION. 

Hesoh-ed,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  Mrs.  Judith  Cooper, 
the  widow  of  the  late  Rev.  SamueJ  Cooper,  D.D.  the  sum 
of  seven  pounds,  for  his  services  as  Chaplain  to  the  General 
Court,  in  the  two  first  sessions  thereof,  in  the  present 
3'ear.  And  that  there  be  also  paid  to  the  Rev.  Joseph 
EcMeif,  *or  his  services  as  Chaplain  the  present  session, 
the  sum  of  pve pounds.  March  23,  17S4. 


SSOLVE  EMPLOYING  MESS'RS  ADAMS  AND  XOURSE  TO  PRINT  QhaD  183 
TWELYE     HUNDRED     SETTS     OF     PERPETUAL     LAWS.     AND  "^       F'       ^ 


Chapter    183. 

rej 

1 

ESTABLISHING  THEIR   PAY. 

Whereas  Thomas  Adams  and  John  Xourse,  printers  in 
the  toioi  of  Boston,  have  enr/aged  to  print  the  perpetual 
laws  of  this  Cojnmon  wealth  on  (food  paper,  with  a  fairti/pe, 
and  that  each  sheet  shall  contain  at  least  as  much  as  a  sheet 
of  the  perpetual  Jaws  of  the  Jate  province,  at  the  rate  of  one 
penny  lawful  monei/ per  sheet: 

Hesolved,  That  the  aforesaid  Thomas  Adams  and  John 
J^^ourse  be  employed  to  jnint  twelve  hundred  setts  of  the 
perpetual  laws  of  this  Conunonwealth,  and  that  they  be 
allowed  therefor  at  the  rate  above  mentioned,  provided 
they  shall  execute  the  work  in  the  manner  above  men- 
tioned. March  23. 17S4. 
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Chapter   184. 

Char)  184  resolve  on  the  petition  of  thomas  mighill,  in  behalf 

-^*  OF  THE   TOWN    OF   ROWLEY,   REMITTING    A    FINE    LAID    ON 

SAID   TOWN   FOR   NOT    SENDING  A   REPRESENTATIVE. 

On  the  petition  o/"  Thomas  ^i\g\i\\\,  praying  that  the  fine 
set  on  the  toicn  q/" Rowley, /or  neglecting  to  send  a  Repre- 
sentative to  the  General  Court  in  1782,  he  abated,  for 
reasons  set  forth  in  said  ptetition : 

Resolved^  That  the  town  of  Rowley  be  abated  the  sum 
of  Twenty-nine  pounds  twelve  shillings  and  sixpence,  being 
the  one  half  of  the  fine  set  on  the  said  town  for  the  said 
neglect ;  and  the  treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  is  hereby 
empowered  and  directed,  to  credit  the  town  of  Rowley  the 
sum  of  Twenty-nine  pounds  twelve  shillings  and  sixpence, 
in  the  last  State  Tax.  March  23,  1784. 


Chapter  185. 

Chan  185  RESOLVE   on  the    petition    of    JOHN   MUNROE,    IN    BEHALF 
KjliUJJ.  Qp  ^^^  TOWN  OF  HARVARD,   REMITTING  A  FINE   LAID    ON 

SAID  TOWN   FOR  NOT   SENDING   A  REPRESENTATIVE. 

On  the  petition  ©/".John  Munroe,  in  behalf  of  the  town  of 
Harvard,  J9ra2/^7^r/  that  the  fine  assessed  on  the  said  town, 
for  not  sending  a  Representative  to  the  General  Court  thelast 
year,  maybe  remitted,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  petition: 

Rf^solved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  sum  of  Eighteen  pounds  fifteen  shillings 
and  five  pence,  be  remitted  to  the  said  town  of  Harvard, 
it  being  half  the  fine  assessed  in  the  last  Tax  Act  on  the 
said  town  for  not  sending  a  Representative  to  the  General 
Court  the  last  year  ;  and  that  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  directed,  to  credit  the  said  town  in  the  last  Tax  Act 
accordingly.  March  23,  1784, 

Chapter  186. 

Chan  186  ^^esolve    on    the    petition    of    dr.   samuel   langdon, 

J-  '  GRANTING  HIM   THREE    HUNDRED    AND    TWENTY   POUNDS 

(SPECIE)  IN  LIEU  OF  A  WARRANT  GRANTED  HIM  SOME  YEARS 
AGO,   UPON    HIS   RETURN    OF   THE    SAME. 

On  the  petition  of  Samuel  Langdon,  D.  D.  late  Presi- 
dent of  Harvard  College,  xetting  forth,  that  he  received  a 
tvarrant  on  the  treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  for  the  sum 
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of  four  hundred  and  ninety-seven  pounds,  five  shillings 
and  seven  pence,  in  hills  of  the  new  emission,  in  full  dis- 
cJiarge  of  his  account  as  President  of  the  said  College. 

Besolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  the  sum  oi  three  hundred 
and  twenf 7/ pounds  (specie)  to  /Samuel  Langdon,  D.  D. 
(upon  his  returning  the  warrant  aforesaid)  which  sum 
shall  be  in  full  discharge  of  his  account  as  President  afore- 
said. March  23,  1784. 


Chapter    187. 


HARKXESS,  IN  BEHALF  (JJiaV  187 
IX,    IN    THE    COUNTY    OF  ^' 


RESOLVE   ON   THE   FETITION  OF  JOHN 
OF    THE    PLANTATION     OF    CAMBDEl 
LINCOLN,    DIRECTING    THE    ASSESSORS    OF    THE    TOAVN     OF 
THOMASTOWN  TO  ASSESS,   &c. 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  of  Johfi  Hark- 
/^e.s.s,  in  behalf  of  the  plantation  of  Camhden,  in  the  county 
of  Lincoln,  be  so  far  granted,  that  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Commonwealth  be,  and  he  hereby  is  directed,  to  stay 
execution  against  the  said  plantation,  on  account  of  any 
taxes  due  therefrom,  for  twelve  months  from  the  date  of 
this  resolve. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  assessors  of  the 
town  of  Thoinastoivn  be,  and  they  are  hereby  directed, 
not  to  assess  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  aforesaid  plan- 
tation, anything  that  may  be  contained  in  any  tax  act  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding.  March  22,  1784. 


Chapter   188. 


RESOLVE  RELATIVE  TO  PENOBSCOT  SOLDIERS  PAY,  DIRECT- 
ING THE  TREASURER  TO  ISSUE  CERTIFICATES  ON  COL- 
LECTORS. 

Whereas  it  is  found  inconvenient,  thai  so  smcdl  a  siun  as 
is  due  to  the  men  home  on  the  rolls  of  the  Penobscot 
e:rpedition ,  should  he  paid  in  votes,  on  interest,  as  directed 
hy  an  act  o/'May  3,  1780  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
directed,  to  pay  the  same,  by  issuing  his  certilicates  on  the 
collectors  of  the  last  State  Tax,  anything  in  the  aforesaid 
act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.         March  23, 1784. 


Chap.lSS 
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Chapter   189. 

Chav  189  i^EsoLVE  on  the  petition  of  thomas  poor,  in  behalf 
-^  '  OF  the  town  of  methuey,  abating  a  fine. 

On  the  petition  q/"  Thomas  Poor,  in  behalf  of  the  town  of 
Methuen,  prai/ing  f 07'  an  abatement  of  a  fine  laid  on  the 
said  toivn  in  the  last  State  Tax,  for  not  sending  a  Repre- 
sentative to  the  General  Court  for  the  year  Yl'6'^,for  rea- 
sons set  forth  in  the  said  petition  : 

Resolved,  That  one  halt"  of  the  said  fine  be  remitted  ;  and 
that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be,  and  he  hereby 
is  directed,  to  credit  the  said  town  of  Methuen  the  sum  of 
Eighteen  pounds  sixteen  shillings  and  eight  pence,  being 
the  one  half  of  the  said  fine  set  against  said  town  in  the 
last  State  Tax,  granted  March,  1783. 

March  23,  1784. 


Chapter   190. 

Char)  190  i^esolve  on  the  petition  of  the  town  of   templeton, 
^  '  remitting  a  fine  laid  on  said  town   for  not  send- 

ing A  representative. 

On  thepetition  of  the  selectmen  of  the  toivn  q/"  Templeton, 

setting  forth,  that  the  said  toivn  teas  fined  in  the  last  State 

Tax,  for  not  sending  a  Representcitive  in  the  year  1782, 

praying  that  the  same  may  be  abated,  for  reasons  set  forth 

in  their  petition : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be,  and 
he  hereb}"  is  directed,  to  credit  the  said  town  of  Templeton^ 
the  sum  oi fifteen  pounds  in  the  last  State  Tax,  it  being  one 
half  of  the  fine  laid  on  the  said  town,  for  not  sending  a 
Representative  in  the  year  1782.  March  23,  1784. 


Chap.l^l 


Chapter    191. 

resolve  on  the  petition  of  EPHRAIM  FAIRBANKS,  IN 
BEHALF  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  BOLTON,  DIRECTING  THE  TREAS- 
URER  TO   CREDIT   THE    SAID   TOWN   FOR   A   FINE. 

On  the  petition  of  Ephraim  Fairbanks,  in  behalf  of  the 
toivn  o/"  Bolton,  setting  forth,  that  the  said  town  ivas  fined 
the  sum  of  thirty-seven  pounds  one  shilling  and  eight 
pence, /br  not  sending  a  Representative  in  the  year  1782, 
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praijinfi  that  the  same  may  he  abated,  for  reasons  set  forth 
in  his  petition: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far 
ofranted,  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Commonwealth  be,  and 
he  is  hereby  directed,  to  credit  the  said  town  of  Bolton, 
the  Sinn  o{  Eir/hteen  pounds  ten  sJiiUings,  in  the  last  State 
Tax,  it  being  one  half  of  the  aforesaid  fine,  any  law  or 
resolve  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

March  23,  1784. 


C7iap.l92 


Chapter  193. 

RESOLVE   ON   THE   PETITION   OF    DEBORAH   WHITWORTH. 

On  the  petition  of  Deborah  Whitworth,  shewing,  that 
on  exhibiting  to  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the 
claims  on  the  estate  of  John  Vassal  1,  Esq;  a  bond  given  by 
the  said  Vassall  to  her  late  husband,  she  gave  credit  for  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  pounds  six  shillings 
and  eight  pence,  paid  on  the  20th  of  April,  1778,  on 
account  of  a  bill  then  draicn  by  her  said  husband,  on  the 
said  Vassall,  and  that  since  the  report  of  the  said  commis- 
sioners, the  said  bill  has  been  returned  protested : 

Resolved,  That  the  Judge  of  Probate,  for  the  county  of 
Middlesex,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  required,  to  direct  the 
coiumissioners  who  examined  the  claims  on  the  estate  of 
the  said  Vassall,  (and  in  case  of  the  death  or  removal  of 
either  of  them,  to  appoint  another  in  his  stead)  to  receive 
and  examine  the  further  claim  of  the  said  Whitworth,  and 
to  make  report  thereon  to  his  office  as  soon  as  may  be  ; 
and  the  Governor  is  hereby  requested,  with  the  advice  of 
Council,  to  issue  his  warrant  on  the  treasury,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  such  further  sum  as  shall  be  certified  by  the  reg- 
ister of  the  said  probate,  to  be  reported  as  due  to  the  said 
Whitworth,  out  of  the  money  received  into  the  treasury 
from  the  sale  of  the  said  VassalVs  estate,  agreeable  to  an 
act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1781.  March  23,  1784. 

Chapter  193. 

RESOLVE   ON   THE   PETITION  OF   TIMOTHY  CHILDS,  IN  BEHALF   CJiaV  193 
OF  THE  TOW^N  OF  PITTSFIELD,  REMITTING  A  FINE  FOR  NOT  ^' 

SENDING  A  REPRESENTATIVE. 

On  the  petition  o/"  Timothy  Childs,  in  behalf  of  the  tovm 
of  Pittstield,  ^;)'«7/m(7  that  the  fine  the  said  town  incurred 
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for  not  chusing  a  Herpresentative  in  the  year  1782,  may  he 
remitted : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  as  that  one  half  of  the  fine,  viz.  Eighteen  jwinids 
three  shillings  and  four  pence,  be  taken  oflf  and  remitted  to 
the  said  town  ;  and  the  Treasurer  is  directed  to  credit  the 
said  town  of  Pittsfield  the  sum  of  Eighteen  pounds  three 
shillings  and  four  pence  accordingly,  in  the  last  State  Tax. 

March  23,  1784. 


Chapter  194. 

Chan  194  i^esolve  on  the  petition  of  william  jones,  in  behalf 

V  ta/y.  Qp   ^^g  town  of  BRISTOL,  DIPtECTING  THE  TREASURER  TO 

CREDIT    SAID    TOWN    FOR    AN    OVERCHARGE    IN    THE    LAST 
STATE  TAX. 

On  the  petition  of  William  Jones,  in  hehcdf  of  the  town 
cjf  Bristol,  in  the  county  of  IaucoXu,  praying  thai  the  said 
toivn  may  have  cm  abatement  in  the  last  State  Tax,  for  the 
reasons  set  forth  in  his  petiticm  : 

Whereas  the  said  toicn  o/* Bristol  stands  two  pounds  one 
shilling  and  six  pence  in  the  estimate  on  ichich  the  last 
State  Tax  was  framed,  ivhich  to  two  hundred  thousand 
pounds  amounts  to  four  hundred  and  fifteen  pounds  cmly ; 
hut  on  the  said  last  /State  Tax,  the  said  toi'ii  of  Bristol,  is 
set  at  four  hundred  and  fifty-tive  pounds,  hy  which  it 
appears  that  there  is  a  mistaJce  of  forty  pounds,  v:hich 
cjpercdes  to  the  vcdue  of  thcd  sum  unjustly  against  the  said 
town  : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Com- 
monwealth be,  and  he  hereby  is  directed,  to  credit  the 
town  of  Bristol,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  on  the  last 
State  Tax,  the  sum  oi  forty  pounds,  and  charge  the  same 
to  this  Commonwealth.  March  23,  1784. 


Chapter  195. 

Char>.\'d5  lE^EsoLVE  on  the  petition  of  kezja  johxsox,  and  others, 
■^  '  empowering  them  to  execute  the  deed  mentioned, 

and  repealing  a  resolve  passed  the  19th  instant. 

On  the  petition  o/"Kezia  Johnson,  administratrix  to  the 
estate  of  the  deceased  Reuel  Baldwin,  husband  to  the  admin- 
istratrix, and  Cyrus  Baldwin,  guardian  to  all  the  children 
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of  the  deceased,  praying  liberty  to  sell  ttvo  thirds  of  the 
estate  of  the  deceased,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  said  peti- 
tion : 

Besolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  Kcziah  Johnson,  Reuben  Johnson,  and  Cyrus 
Baldwin,  subscribers  of  the  said  petition  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  to  make  sale  of 
two  thirds  of  the  estate  of  the  deceased,  and  execute  a 
good  and  lawful  deed  or  deeds  of  the  same,  they  giving 
proper  security  to  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  county  of 
Middlesex,  that  the  net  proceeds  of  the  said  sale  shall  be 
put  on  interest  for  the  benefit  of  the  children,  after  paying 
the  just  demands  on  the  said  estate. 

Also  Resolved,  That  the  resolve  of  this  tlourt  of  the 
19th  oi  March  instant,  upon  the  petition  of  the  said  Kezia 
Johnson,  Reuben  Johnson,  and  Cyrus  Baldwin,  be,  and 
it  is  hereby  repealed.  March  23,  1784. 


Chapter  196. 

RESOLVE  OX  THE  PETITION  OF  MARTHA  CLARK  AND  JAMES 
SIVAX,  EMPOWERING  THEM  TO  INVEST  CERTAIN  MONIES  IN 
THE  SECURITIES  OF  THIS  COMMONWEALTH. 

On  the  p)etition  of  Martha  Clark  and  James  Swan,  set- 
ting forth,  that  Samuel  Clark,  deceased,  to  avoid  the  ill 
consequence  of  a  dep)reciating  currency,  by  his  last  will  and 
testament  ordered  his  executors  to  invest  in  real  estate,  any 
monies  that  might  come  to  their  hands  as  his  executors,  and 
fhat  the  reasrms  for  so  doing  note  cease,  and  that  the  same, 
according  to  the  true  intent  of  the  testator,  may  now  be 
rested  in  other  property,  and  praying  that  they  may  be 
empoicered  to  invest  such  monies  in  government  securities, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  heirs  of  the  said  Samuel  : 

Resolved,  That  the  s,?i\6.  Martha  Clark  and  James  Swan, 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  empowered,  to  invest  what 
monies  are  or  shall  be  in  their  hands  as  executors  of  the 
said  will,  in  the  securities  of  this  Commonwealth,  for  the 
benefit  and  use  of  the  heirs  of  the  said  Samuel,  deceased, 
any  thing  in  said  will  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

March  23,  1784. 


Chap.lQQ 
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Chapter  197. 

ChaV  197  RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF   WILLIAM  LITHGOW,  JUN.   ESQ; 
-^  *  DIRECTING    THE    TREASURER    NOT    TO    ISSUE     EXECUTIONS 

AGAINST    THE    TOWNS    AND    PLANTATIONS,  IN   THE  COUNTY 
OF  LINCOLN  FOR  BEEF,  &c. 

Whereas  tlte  memorial  of  V^\\\vau\  Lithgow, /?»?.  Esq; 
in  heJialf  of  a  number  of  towns  in  the  county  of  Lincoln, 
is  referred  for  further  consideration  to  the  next  General 
Court:  and  whereas  the  said  toums  are  in  the  interim 
exjwsed  to  have  executions  levied  ujjon  them  in  various 
instances,  which  in  their  present  debilitated  state  ivonld 
j^rohahly  be  productive  of  ruinous  consequences  to  them: 

Therefore  •i?eso?ve6Z,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Com- 
monwealth be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed,  not  to  issue  his 
executions  against  any  of  the  towns  or  plantations  in  the 
said  county,  for  their  deficiencies  in  procuring  beef,  and 
for  the  taxes  assessed  upon  them  respectively,  for  their 
quotas  of  three  years,  and  three  and  five  months  men,  for 
the  term  of  six  months  from  the  date  hereof,  any  law  or 
resolve  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

"  March  23,  1784. 

Chapter  198. 

Chan  198  i^esolve  on  the  petition  of  john  torrey,  late  assistant 

^'  DEPUTY    QUARTER  MASTER,  TO    NOTIFY    JOHN   MIGHILL  TO 

SHEW  CAUSE,  THE    THIRD  WEDNESDAY  OF  THE    NEXT    SES- 
SION. 

On  the  petition  of  John  Torrey,  late  Assistant  Deputy 
Quarter  Master  at  the  post  cd  Springfield,  setting  forth, 
that  in  obedience  to  his  orders,  he  p)rocured  a  number  of 
teams  for  the  purpose  of  transporting  cloathing  and  other 
articles  to  the  army,  in  the  year  1781  ;  that  in  February, 
1783,  a  suit  was  commenced  tcgainst  him  by  Aaron  Mighill, 
Esq;  ivho  supplied  said  teams,  and  noticithstanding  he 
agreed  with  the  Attorney  of  the  said  jNIighill  to  put  off  the 
trial  to  the  then  next  Court,  in  his  absence  the  case  was 
brought  on,  and  judgment  was.  recovered  against  him  for 
the  .smn  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  pounds,  fifteen  shil- 
lings and  seven  pence,  and  cost,  and  is  noio  liable  to  an 
execution  for  the  said  sums,  and  that  he  has  never  received 
any  value  from  the  public  for  the  sa  id  service  ;  and  prayitig 
that  the  force  of  judgment  and  execution  may  be. suspended, 
for  reasons  set  forth  in  the  petition,  and  for  tJie  reason  that 
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(hi.'i  Court  have  lately  applied  to  Congrefis  upon  the  subject 
matter  thereof: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  so  far 
granted,  that  the  petitioner  notify  the  said  Aaron  Miyhill, 
Esq  ;  by  serving  him  with  an  attested  copy  of  his  peti- 
tion, with  this  order  thereon,  fifteen  days  at  least  before 
the  third  AVednesday  of  the  next  session  of  the  General 
Court,  to  shew  cause,  if  any  he  have,  why  the  execution 
on  the  said  judgment  should  not  be  suspended,  and  in  the 
mean  time  execution  be  stayed.  March  23,  1784. 


Chapter    199. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  REPRESENTATION  OF  MESS'RS  DEMING^ 
WALLET,  AND  BOTER,  REQUESTING  THE  GOVERNOR  TO 
SIGN  A  LETTER  TO  THE  DELEGATES  OF  THIS  COMMON- 
WEALTH, AND  TO  FORWARD  THE  SAME,  AS  ALSO  COPIES  OF 
LETTERS  BETWEEN  MESS'RS  IMLAY,  DEMING,  &c.  AND  MR- 
RENDER  S  O.V '  S  D  E  POSITION  S . ' 

The  committee  of  l)oth  Houses  appointed  to  take  into 
consideration,  the  representation  from  Messieurs  Deniing, 
Wallet/  and  Boyer,  take  leave  to  make  a  farther  report, 
and  otter  the  draught  of  a  letter  to  be  signed  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, and  forwarded  to  the  delegates  of  this  Common- 
wealth at  Congress,  and  propose  that  the  copy  of  a' 
deposition  of  Joseph  Henderson,  of  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Lnlay,  to  Messr's.  Deminr/,  Walley,  and  Boyer,  and  of 
two  orders  from  General  Thomas,  to  Aaron  Blaney,  here- 
with presented,  be    inclosed  in    the  said  letter,  which  is 

submitted,  by  o  t^  •  i 

'    "^  bAMUEL  rniLLiPs,  jun.  per  order. 


COMMONAVEALTII    OF    MASSACHUSETTS. 

Boston,  March  23,  1784. 
GENTLEMEN, 
The  legislature  of  this  Commonwealth  are  concerned,  to 
find  so  faint  a  prospect  of  a  happy  settlement  of  the  public 
accounts.  By  the  enclosed  letter  from  Mr.  Imlay,  com- 
missioner for  examininjr  the  claims  of  this  Commonwealth 
against  the  United  States,  "of  the  5th  of  January,  1784, 
it  api)ears,  that  he  is  directed  to  re-examine  those  accounts 
which  were  carried  to  Philadelphia  by  Mr.  Henderson,  in 
the  year  1770,  although  they  were  particularly  examined 
at  that  time  by  the  committee  of  claims,  and  a  sum  was 
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granted  to  the  amount  of  them,  except  for  the  charges  for 
sea-coast  men,  and  the  support  of  the  Boston  poor.  The 
enclosed  copy  of  Mr.  Ilender son's  deposition,  clearly 
shews  how  fully  the  purchases  were  supported.  That 
this  Commonwealth  should,  at  this- day,  sutler  for  want  of 
vouchers,  which  have  been  exhibited,  can  never  be 
admitted  ;  when,  by  Mr.  hnlcn/s  own  representation  it 
appears,  that  the  first  parcel  of  accounts  sent  to  him,  were 
received  in  a  disordered  and  broken  state ;  that  Mr. 
Mulligan  sent  forwards  afterwards  only  such  as  were 
taken  out  to  his  knowledge;  and  after  all,  that  in  many 
instances  the  accounts  themselves  are  missing.  It  is  con- 
ceived that  after  the  examination  above  stated,  there  can 
be  no  just  reason  for  a  further  enquiry  into  those  accounts, 
saving  as  to  the  expenditures  ;  and  should  a  support  of 
these  be  insisted  on,  great  allowance  will  certainly  be 
made,  for  the  situation  of  things  at  that  early  period  of 
the  war,  before  any  regular  system  was  adopted,  or 
Continental  Commissaries  w^ere  appointed,  and  when  so 
many  embarrassments  were  to  be  encountered,  and  a  con- 
fusion unavoidably  prevailed,  (of  which  the  enclosed 
order  from  General  Tliomas,  will  atibrd  a  specimen)  and 
with  such  allowances  we  are  well  assured,  all  reasonable 
satisfaction  can  be  given  ;  yet,  since  the  boxes  have  been 
opened,  and  the  papers  taken  out  by  unknown  hands,  and 
scattered  in  the  manner  they  have  been,  it  is  worthy  of 
consideration,  whether  a  comparison  of  the  vouchers,  with 
such  accounts  as  are  now  to  be  found,  can  afford  a  degree 
of  evidence  that  will  compensate  the  expence  which  will 
necessarily  attend  the  gxeeution  of  the  work.  Such  have 
been  the  advances  of  this  Commonwealth,  that  had  it  not 
been  for  the  prospect  of  a  speedy  adjustment  of  the  public 
accounts,  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  payments  on  the  last 
requisition  of  Congress,  (already  too  many)  would  have 
been  greatly  increased,  but,  from  the  nature  of  the  orders, 
which  by  Mr.  Imlai/s  information  have  been  lately  given 
him,  it  is  apprehended  that  not  only  an  exorbitant  expence 
will  ensue,  but  that  such  an  unreasonable  delay  of  justice 
will  be  thereby  occasioned,  as  will  be  little  better  than  a 
total  denial  of  it. 

You  are  therefore  instructed  to  take  the  proper  meas- 
ures for  obtaining  relief  in  the  premises  ;  and  that  you 
give  the  earliest  information  of  the  success  attending  your 
application. 
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P.  S.  Since  writing  the  foregoing,  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  jNIessieurs  Deming  and  Walley,  to  Mr.  Imlay,  of 
the  16th  oi  February,  and  his  reply  of  the  16th  of  J/arc/i, 
have  been  handed  to  us  —  the  latter  bears  a  complexion 
that  requires  no  remark,  and  is  transmitted  for  your 
observation.  March  24,  1784. 

Chapter    '^00. 

RESOLVE     REQUESTING    THE     GOVERNOR    TO    WRITE    TO   THE  CJian,200 
LEGISLATURE   OF    -V£TT'  HAMPSHIRE,   ON    THE    REGULATION  "' 

OF  THE  TAKING  OF  FISH  IN  MERRIMACK  RIVER. 

]]liereas  an  act  passed  this  General  Court,  in  their  last 
session,  for  the  regidating  of  catching  Salmon,  Shad  and 
Alev:ives,  in  Merrimack  River,  and  other  rivers  and 
strea^ns  entering  to  and  running  into  the  same  within  this 
Commonwealth,  which  act  by  the  request  of  the  General 
Court,  was  communicated  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor, 
to  the  Legislature  of  the  State  oflSiew  Hampshire,  request- 
ing them  to  pass  similar  laics  relative  to  the  said  rivers  and 
streams  in  their  State,  to  ivhich  request  no  answer  has 
been  received;  and  as  it  is  to  be  apprehended  the  said  act 
will  not  ansicer  the  purpose  for  which  it  ivas  framed,  unless 
similar  ones  are  jjassed  in  New  Hampshire  :    Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be  requested 
to  write  to  the  Legislature  of  Neiv  Hampshire  again  on 
the  said  subject,  expressing  the  desire  of  the  General 
Court  (if  they  have  not)  that  they  would  adopt  measures 
for  preserving  the  said  fish  in  the  said  rivers  and  streams, 
so  that  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  that  State, 
on  a  subject  equally  interesting  to  both,  may  be  similar; 
and  request  of  them  an  answer,  and  if  his  Excellency 
shall  receive  an  answer  before  the  next  sitting  of  the 
General  Court,  he  is  requested  to  publish  the  same  in 
Adams  and  Noui-se's,  and  the  Salem  newspapers. 

March  21,  1784. 

Chapter    201. 

RESOLVE     ON     THE     PETITION     OF     ELIPIIALET   NEWELL,    OF  nhf^j.  OQ1 
CHARLESTOWX,     EMPOWERING     TWO    JUSTICES     FOR     THE  ^''tt/7"<^^J- 
COUNTY    OF    MIDDLESEX    TO    LICENCE     HIM    TO    KEEP      A 
TAVERN. 

On  the  petition  o/'Eliphalet  Newell,  of  Charlestown,  in 
the  county  of  Middlesex,  praying  he  may  be  licenced  to 
keep  a  public  house  of  entertainment : 


914:  1783.  —  Januaet  Sessiox. 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  his  petition  be  granted, 
and  that  two  of  the  Justices  for  the  said  count}*  {quorum 
unus)  be,  and  hereby  are  empowered,  to  licence  him 
until  the  next  term  in  the  said  county  for  granting  licences, 
he  producing  an  approbation  from  the  selectmen  of  the 
said  town,  and  giving  bonds  with  sufficient  sureties  for 
his  good  behaviour  in  that  business,  and  for  paying  the 
excise  according  to  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  which 
bonds  shall  be  lodged  with  the  clerk  of  the  sessions  for 
said  county,  any  law  or  resolve  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 3Iarch  23,  1784. 

Chapter  202. 

Cliap.2.02  RESOLVE     REQUESTING     THE     GOVERNOR     AND     COUNCIL    TO 
^  ""  APPOINT  A  GENTLEMAN  TO  PREACH  THE  ELECTION  SERMON, 

Ds  CASE  THAT  MR.  ff£.UJ/£-Vir^r  DECLINES. 

WJiereas  the  great  distance  of  the  Rev.  Moses  Hemmen- 
way,  chosen  by  this  House  to  jpreacli  upon  the  next  annual 
election,  has  prevented  his  giving  his  ansicer,  and  as  the 
House  mag  adjourn  before  said  ansicer  can  be  received: 

Resolved,  That  if  the  said  Mr.  Hemmenivay ,  should  by 
any  accident  be  prevented  from  officiating  in  said  capacity 
on  the  aforesaid  election,  and  the  same  be  certified  by  him 
to  the  Governor  and  Council  in  the  recess  of  the  General 
Court,  the  Governor,  with  advice  of  Council,  be,  and  he 
hereby  is  empowered  and  requested,  to  elect  some  gentle- 
man of  the  ministry  to  officiate  in  his  room. 

March  25,  1784. 


Chapter  203. 

Chan  '^OS  resolve  requesting  the  governor  to  issue  his  procla- 

^  '"  MATION,    COMMANDING    ALL     THE    CITIZENS    AND     INHABI- 

TANTS OF  THIS  COMMONWEALTH,  NOT  TO  INTERFERE  IN 
THE  DISPUTE  BETWEEN  THE  STATE  OF  XEIV  YORK,  AND 
STATE  OF   VERMOXT. 

^VJ^ereas  there  has  been  an  unhappy  controversy  between 
some  of  the  citizens  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  the 
people  inhabiting  the  territory  called  Vermont ;  and  ivhere- 
as  future  controversies  of  a  similar  nature  may  arise  between 
the  citizens  of  the  said  State,  and  the  pjeopjle  aforesaid: 
Tiierefore 
Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to   issue  his 
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proclamation,  under  the  seal  of  this  Commonwealth,  com- 
manding all  the  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  the  same  at 
their  peril,  not  to  interfere  in  any  degree  in  any  contro- 
versies now  existing,  or  that  may  in  future  take  place 
])etween  the  citizens  of  the  said  State,  and  the  people 
inhabiting  the  territory  aforesaid.     And  it  is  further 

Betiohed,  That  the  said  prochimation  be  sent  to  the 
sheriffs  of  the  counties  of  ffanipshire,  and  BerksJiire, 
respectively,  that  the  good  people  of  the  said  counties 
mav  be  ascertained  thereof;  and  also  that  the  said  procla- 
mation be  published  in  all  the  newspapers  printed  in  this 
Commonwealth.  March  23,  17S4. 


Chapter  204. 

RESOLVE  ON  THE  PETITION  OF  TIMOTHY  CHILDS,  AND  0THER5=,  fh^D  OOJ- 
THAT  THE  PETITIONERS  NOTIFY    THE    ADVERSE    PARTY   TO  -^' 

APPEAR  AND   SHEW  CAUSE    ON    THE    SECOND    WEDNESDAY 
OF  THE  NEXT  SITTING  OF  THE  GENERAL  COURT. 

Whereas  if  is  represented  to  tliis  Court,  hy  Timothy 
Childs,  v^ho  petitions  in  hehalf  of  himself  and  Joshua 
"Wright,  y?/».  «« (7  James  F.aston,  Jiin.  j))'(fyinf/  for  a  new 
trial  on  a  certain  action  brought  in  the  count ij  of  Worcester, 
u-herein  Cheney  Reed  v:as  plaintijf,  and  the  j^ersons  afore- 
said were  defendants,  on  a  note  of  hand  indorsed  to  him 
b'/  o)ie  Joseph  Reed, /or  one  thousand  pounds,  conditioned 
to  be  void  on  the  ptaijment  of  five  hundred  pounds,  ichich 
it  is  said  was  performed  by  the  defendants,  but  at  the  fncd 
trial  judgment  was  recovered  against  the  said  defendants, 
for  the  whole  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds,  occasioned  by 
the  absence  of  material  witness,  by  whose  testimony  the 
defendants  are  able  to  shew,  that  the  said  note  was  condi- 
tioned as  aforesaid: 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  petitioners  notify  the  said 
Cheney  Reed,  that  he  appear  and  shew  cause  if  any  he 
has,  on  the  second  "Wednesday  of  the  silting  of  the  next 
General  Court,  by  leaving  a  copy  of  their  petition  and 
this  resolve,  at  the  hist  and  usual  place  of  his  abode,  at 
least  fourteen  days  before  the  sitting  of  the  said  General 
Court,  and  that  execution  be  stayed  in  the  mean  time. 

March  12,  1784. 
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Assistant  treasurer,  Thomas  Ivors,  to  sign  receipts,  etc.    . 
Atherton,  Dr.  Israel,  manager  of  lottery  for  bridge  in  Lancaster 
Athol,  Ervingshire,  Warwick  and  Royalston,  committee  on  petition 
of  inhal)ltants  of,  to  be  incorporated  into  a  town  . 

Attleborough,  town  of,  fine  abated 

Attorney-general,  allowances  for  services 8G8 

to  commence  process  against   Capt.   Nathan  Thayer  for  re- 
covery of  balances  due  soldiers,  etc 781 

to  commence  action  on  bond  given  by  Zebedee  Sprout     . 

to  commence  suit  against  Capt.  Benjamin  Gould  for  a  balance 

due  the  Commonwealth 

to  surcease  prosecution  against  Beriah  Norton 

Auctioneers,  number  limited,  acts  revised 

Auctioneers  to  be  called  upon  for  a  settlement  of  their  accounts 

Austin,  Benjamin,  allowance  for  services 

Authors  to  have  exclusive  right  and  benefit  of  publishing  their  liter- 
ary productions  for  twenty-one  years 

Avery,  Lieut.  James,  to  be  settled  with  by  the  committee 
Avery,  John,  Jr.     (See  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth.) 
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110 

445 
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713 

761 
742 
174 

789 
350 

143 
237 


B. 


to  be 


235 


Bacon,  George,  a  seaman,  granted  a  pension       .         ... 
Bacon,  William,  collector  of  excise  for  Berkshire  county,  to  be  noti- 
fied of  election 

Badlam,  Lieut. -Col.  Ezra,  report  of  committee  on  petition  of 
Badlam,  William,  may  pay  into  the  treasury  certain  paper   money 
emitted  by  the  state        ...... 

Bailey,  Capt.  Adams,  allowance  to 

Bailey,  Capt.  Luther,  allowance  for  depreciation  of  wages 

Baker,  Bethuel,  released  from  a  fine 

James,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 

Joseph,  late  commissary  for  purchasing  beef,  accounts 

settled 

Joseph,  to  give  bond  for  balance  due  the  government 

Nathaniel,  granted  a  pension 

Samuel,  allowance  for  survey  of  land  in  Worcester  county 
William,  messenger  to  the  general  court,  allowances  to, 

280,  714,  785,  8G0 

allowance  for  stationery,  etc. 302,  805 

fees  of 23 

William,  a  soldier,  allowance  to         ......       762 

AVilliam,  Jr.,  elected  clerk  of  the  senate  ....       187 

compensation  of 241,347,471,738,784 

clerk  in  secretary's  office,  allowance  to  .         .        .         .         .       346 
Bakerstown,  plantation  of,  executions  against,  to  be  stayed      .        .      900 
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364 
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Baldwiu,  Loarami,  to  expedite  payment  of  tax 253 

Baldwin,  Reuel,  estate  of 887,  908 

Ballard,  Samuel,  allowance  for  inspection  of  clothing        .         .         .  217 

B&ne,  John,  allowance  to 693 

Joseph,  grant  of  land  to,  confirmed 890 

Bangs,  Naomi,  may  go  to  Halifax,  not  to  return  without  leave         .  188 

Bank,  Massachusetts,  incorporated 559 

to  prevent  frauds  on 633 

Bank  of  America,  National,  bills  of,  may  be  received  on  loan    .        .  259 

Bank  notes,  penalty  for  forging  or  counterfeiting,     ....  633 

Banks,  Moses,  grant  of  land  to,  confli'med 890 

Barberick,  John,  a  soldier,  granted  a  pension 778 

Bardwell,  Perez,  to  be  removed  from  jail  at  Northampton  to   be 

elsewhere  confined 20-i 

Barnard,  Joseph,  allowance  to 777 

Barnes,  Seth,  of  Nova  Scotia,  may  appear  in  any  maritime  court 
and  claim  property  taken  from  him  and  sue  in  courts  of 

common  law 2ir 

may  return  to  Yarmouth  in  Nova  Scotia 244 

Barns,  Henry,  absentee,  estate  of 422 

Barnstable  county,  a  new  committee  appointed  to  consider  deficiency 

of  beef  and  men  in 199,  301 

all  fines  remitted 318 

tax  granted  to 373 

Barnstable,  town  of,  executions  against,  stayed        .        .        .       690,  845 

Barre,  town  of,  fine  remitted 863 

Barret,  Samuel,  allowance  for  services 350 

Bartlett,  Abraham,  estate  of 456 

Basset,  Barachiah  and  others,  captors  of  British  armed  sloop  Abi- 
gail, may  take  cargo  to  Boston,  etc 371 

Bateman,  Luther,  execution  against,  discharged        ....  243 

Bates,  Seth,  guardian  to  John  Tilden  Torrey,  may  sell  real  estate    .  439 

Battelle,  Ebenezer,  to  expedite  payment  of  tax 253 

Baty,  Gideon,  executor  to  will  of  Richard  Berton,  claims  against, 

to  be  presented 813 

Becket,  Worthington,  Washington,  Chester,  Partridgefleld,  parts  of, 
with  Prescott's  grant,  erected  into  town  of  Middlefield  and 

whole  annexed  to  Hampshire  county 133 

Bedford,  town  of,  fine  abated 829 

Beef,  selectmen  to  make  returns  of  the  monthly  average  prices  of   .  433 

may  be  sold  and  proceeds  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury      .        .  227 
in  hands  of  agent  for  Cumberland  county,  to  be  delivered  to 

the  commissary-general 246 

for  the  army,  towns  to  have  further  time  to  return  receipts 

for  supplying 841 

Belcher,  Elizabeth,  may  go  to  New  York  in  a  cartel,  not  to  return 

without  leave 272 
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Page 

Belfast,  town  of,  to  be  credited  for  certain  taxes        ....  889 
Belinda,  an  African,  servant  of  the  late  Isaac  Royal,  an  absentee,  to 

receive  an  annual  allowance  out  of  the  estate       .        .        .  399 
Benson,  Thomas,  prisoner  on  parole,  papers  to  be  furnished  to  effect 

exchange  of 317 

to  be  exchanged 416 

Bent,  Nathan,  execution  against,  stayed 784 

Bentley,  Joshua,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 862 

Benton,  David,  land  granted  to    . 683 

Berkshire  county,  part  of,  annexed  to  Hampshire  county  .        .        .  133 
committee  to  determine  where  courts  shall  be  held  in       .       354,  386 

courts  in,  adjourned 236,  718 

officers  who  marched  from,  on  the  alarm  of  October  last,  to 

be  paid 201 

proprietors  of  land  in,  granted  to  "William  Bullock,  allowed 

further  time  to  fulfil  their  engagements         ....  865 

supreme  judicial  court  adjourned 273,  297 

tax  may  be  granted 188 

terms  of  the  courts  in 506 

Berlin,  district  of,  incorporated 620 

Bermuda,  island  of,  sloop  Union,  a  cartel  may  sail  to         .         .        .  312 

Bernardston,  town  of,  to  be  credited  in  full  for  beef        .        .        .  885 

collection  of  taxes  in 460 

part  of ,  made  the  district  of  Leyden 616 

Berthiaume,  Juniper,  recoUet,  instructor  to  the  Penobscot  Indians, 

allowance  to 679 

missionary  to  Penobscot  Indians,  allowance  to         ...  224 

reinstated  as  instructor  to  the  Eastern  Indians         .        .        .  298 

Beverly,  John,  granted  a  pension 369 

Beverly,  town  of,  deduction  from  valuation,  and  apportioned  upon 

other  towns  in  the  county 241 

coast  guards  at 262 

Biddeford,  town  of,  allowance  to,  for  care  of  a  wounded  British 

prisoner 847 

Bigelow,  Joseph,  estate  of 867 

Bigelow,  Col.  Timothy,  of  Worcester,  allowance  to  .        .        .         .  313 

Billings,  Lemuel,  guardian  to  Benjamin  Billings,  may  sell  real  estate,  324 
Bills,  continental,  of  the  old  emission,  time  extended   for  making 

return  to  the  secretary's  office 215 

Bills  of  credit,  certain,  to  be  destroyed 302 

Bishop,  Martha,  guardian  to  Anna  Dogget,  may  sell  land  in  Reho- 

both 782 

Bixby,  John,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 367 

Black,  David,  refugee,  to  be  returned  to  the  dominion  of  King  of 

Great  Britain 697 

Blake,  Benjamin,  allowance  for  inspection  of  clothing       .         .        .  217 

Blanchard,  James,  estate  of 396 
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Blaney,  Joseph,  to  pay  certain  taxes  into  the  treasury        .        •        .481 

Blasphemy,  punishment  for 27 

Board  of  war,  accounts  to  be  settled 420,  705,  733 

Boards,  shingles,  etc.,  surveyors  of,  to  be  elected  in  towns  and  dis- 
tricts         532 

penalty  for  exportation  without  survey 635 

Bolton,  town  of,  fines  abated 725,  906 

south  parish  in,  with    certain   inhabitants   of  Marlborough, 

made  the  district  of  Berlin 620 

Bordman,  Abel,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 762 

Boston,  town  of,  overseers  of  the  poor  of,  may  sell  real  estate 

bequeathed  bj'  Daniel  Oliver 378 

selectmen  of,  allowance  for  furnishing  quarters  for  the  French 

troops 723 

allowance  for  providing  quarters  for  officers  of  the  French 

army 337 

engiuomen  for 792 

market  in,  regulated 564 

manufactoiy-house  in,  to  be  sold 829 

loaded  arms  not  be  kept  in  the  houses       .         .         .        .         .119 
lottery  granted  for  the  promotion   of  the  manufacture  of 

crown  glass  in 121 

lottery  granted  for  rebuilding  the  North  mills  in      .         .         .118 
Boston  harbor,  flags  of  truce  in,  to  sail  immediatelj^ ....      320 
militia  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  march  for  defence 

of  fleet  in, 266 

light-house  at  entrance  of,  to  be  rebuilt    ....       711,  773 
light-house  to  be  supplied  with  wood  and  candles    .         .        .813 
works  erected  in,  by  Count  d'Estaing  to  be  guarded         .         .       420 
Boston  Episcopal  Charitable  Society,  incorporated    ....       560 
Boundary  line,  between  New  York  and  ISIassachusetts,  commission- 
ers appointed 651,  735,  778,  801 

established  between  towns  of  Scituate  and  Marshfleld    .         .      313 
established  between  towns  of  Stow  and  Marlborough      .         .       531 

Bounties,  letter  to  congress  relative  to 792 

paid  to  soldiers  serving  in  the  armies  of  the  United  States, 

returns  of,  to  be  made  to  the  secretary 744 

Bowdoin,  James,  of  committee  to  examine,  etc.,  claims  to  lands  lying 

west  of  Hudson's  river 735 

Bowdoin,  James,  and  others,  may  go  to  New  York,  to  procure  pay- 
ment for  cattle  takea  from  the  island  of  Naushan        .        .      416 
Bowdoinham,  town  of,  fisheries  regulated  in  Cathance  and  Abaga- 

desset  rivers  in 145 

taxation  of  polls  in 329 

Rowers,  Benjamin,  court  may  rectify  mistake  in  judgment  against  .  634 
Bowers.  Josiah,  court  may  rectify  mistake  in  judgment  against  .  684 
Bowland,  Lendell,  estate  of 192 
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275 


Bowling,  Thomas,  gunners'  mate,  granted  a  pension. 

Bowman,  Jonathan,  to  expedite  payment  of  tax 

Boxborough,  district  of,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  incorporated 

Boxford,  town  of,  fine  abated 

valuation  corrected 

Boyden,  Isaac,  a  soldier,  allowance  to         .         .         . 
Jacob,  a  soldier,  allowance  to    . 
Joel,  a  soldier,  allowance  to      ...         . 
Jonathan,  a  soldier,  allowance  to       .         .        . 
Brace,  Joseph,  conveyance  of  land  to  .         .         . 

Bradford,  Perez,  granted  a  pension     .... 
Bra  1  ford,  town  of,  valuation  corrected 
Bradish,  Samuel,  a  soldier,  granted  a  pension 

Bramtree,  town  of,  fines  abated 

Brattle,  William,  absentee,  estate  of    . 

Breck,  Robert,  to  expedite  payment  of  tax 

Brewer,  Col.  David,  allowance  for  supporting  Indians 

Brewer,  Col.  Josiah,  truck-master  at  Fort  Halifax,  discha 

that  service 

Bridge,  over  Agawara  river,  lottery  granted  for  repairing,  etc. 

Great,  in  Cambridge,  over  Charles  river,  leaves  of,  to  be  dis 

continued 

over  the  Great  river  in  Concord  and  Lincoln,  building,  repair 
ing,  etc.    .......... 

over  the  river  Parker,  lottery  granted  for  repairing . 
over  Westfield  river,  lottery  granted  for  rebuilding  . 
Bridges,  Joshua,  may  exchange  land  with  estate  of  Shubael  Nason 
Bridges,  Moody,  to  expedite  payment  of  tax      .... 

Bridges  in  the  town  of  Lancaster,  lottery  granted  for  rebuilding 
Bridgeton,  plantation  of,  records  of  proprietors  confirmed 

land  in,  may  be  conveyed  by  Harvard  college  to  John  Peabody, 
Bridgevvater,  town  of,  furnaces  at,  to  be  sold,  and  proceeds  to  be 

paid  into  the  treasury 365,  687 

flue  on  certain  classes  in,  remitted 

Bridgewater,  west  precinct  of,  ministerial  lands  in,  may  be  sold  with 

consent  of  the  present  pastor 

Brigantine  Fearnaught,  Capt.  James  Salles,  vessel  and  cargo  may  be 

entei'ed  and  released  from  seizure 

Brigantine  Jane  and  cargo,  Richard  Fritten,  Jr.,  may  enter  his  claim 

against 

Brigham,  Barnabas,  may  enter  in  court  a  complaint,  against  James 

Nichols  for  failing  to  prosecute  an  appeal      .... 

Brigham,  Nathan,  allowed  a  premium  for  prosecuting  a  counterfeiter 

to  conviction 

Brinley,   Edward,  complaint  against  for  affirmation  of  judgment 

may  be  filed 

Brinley,  Nathaniel,  household  furniture,  etc.,  to  be  delivered  to 
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856 
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242 
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699 
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Bristol,  town  of,  execution  against,  stayed 776 

fine  remitted 908 

Bristol  county,  committee  for  sale  of  absentees'  estates  in,  execu- 
tion a.i^alnst,  stayed 775 

tax  granted 469 

supreme  judicial  court  in,  time  and  place  for  holding      .         .     '  275 

supreme  judicial  court  in,  adjourned 747 

British  property,  confiscation  of 251 

British  vessels,  may  be  entered  and  cleared 674- 

Brock,  John,  allowance  for  support  in  his  very  advanced  age    .         .  199 

Brokas,  John,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 367 

Brookfield,  town  of,  courts  for  probate  of  wills  at     .         .         .        .  335 

relating  to  boundaries  of 440 

Brown,   Enoch,   manager  of  lottery  for  building  North   mills   in 

Boston 428 

John,  estate  of 453,  480 

Lieut.  Samuel,  granted  a  pension 788 

Samuel,  absentee,  estate  of 690,  859 

Stephen,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 763 

Browne,  Benjamin,  passport  to,  to  retorn  to  Nova  Scotia  .  ,  196 
Brown's  lot,  formerly  Governor  Stougliton's,  line  to  be  run  through 

according  to  agreement 440 

Brunswick,  town  of,  execution  against,  stayed 452 

Bubee,  Jonah,  annexed  to  south  parish  of  Wilbraham        ...  5 

Buck,  Aaron  and  Anna,  may  convey  land  to  Joseph  Brace         .        .  393 

Buckminster,  Lieut.  Col.  William,  granted  a  pension  .  .  .  843 
Buttam,  Joseph,  v.  John  Campbell,  appeal  allowed  .  .  .  750,  768 
Burtuitou,  Jolm,  V.  Charles  Le  Ballister,  certain  depositions  may  be 

used  at  trial 331 

Bullard,  Joel,  a  soldier,  granted  a  pension 810 

Moses,  guardian  of  Daniel  Saunders,  may  sell  real  estate        .  475 

Seth,  to  expedite  payment  of  tax 253 

Bullock,  William,  proprietors  of  township  granted  to,  to  have  fur- 
ther time  to  fulfil  their  engagements 865 

Burbank,  Abraham,  manager  of  lottery  for  repairing  bridge  over 

Agawam  river 76 

Burbeck,  John,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 862 

Burbeck,  Col.  William,  to  inspect  all  the  powder  belonging  to  the 

Commonwealth 210 

Burbeck,  William,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 862 

Burgess,  William,  granted  a  reasonaI)Ie  time  to  prepare  for  depart- 
ure from  the  Commonwealth 316 

may  continue  in  this  Commonwealth,  upon  giving  bonds,       339,  437 
Burghardt,  John,  v.   Jeremiah   Ilogoboom,   action   removed    from 

Hampshire  to  Berkshire  county 108 

Burnam,  Ammi,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 762 

Burnam,  David,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 762 
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Burnara,  John,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 762 

Buruam,  Jonathan,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 7G2 

Burrill,  Sarah,  may  go  to  Halifax,  not  to  return  without  leave  .        .  188 

Burt,  Gideon,  guardian  of  Electa  Allis,  may  sell  real  estate        .        .  219 

Burton,  David,  deed  of  land  to 209 

Eebecca,  may  go  to  Halifax,  not  to  return  without  leave  .        .  188 

Richard,  estate  of 813 

Bush,  Jotham,  estate  of 236,  299 

Buxton,  town  of,  execution  against,  for  a  deficient  soldier,  etc.         .  214 
Byed,  Robert,  may  sell  fish,  etc.,  and  carry  proceeds  bacli  to  Deer 

island  in  corn,  etc.,  for  the  inhabitants          ....  301 


c. 


411 
345 
905 


.       207 
750,  768 
themselves  for 

.       758 
262,  485 


Cady,  Jeremiah,  order  of  notice  to      .        .         . 
Callahan,  Charles,  absentee,  estate  of 
Cambden,  plantation  of,  execution  against  stayed 
Cambridge,  bridge  over  Charles  river  in,  leaves  may  be    discon 
tinued       ....... 

Campbell,  John,  appeal  allowed  in  action  against 
Canaan,  or  Howardstown,  plantation  of,  may  assess 

tlie  support  of  a  gospel  minister 
Cape  Elizabeth,  coast  guards  at  . 
Carlisle,  district  of,  David  Parlier,  with  his  lands,  set  off  from,  and 

annexed  to  the  town  of  Chelmsford 121 

assessment  of  taxes  on  that  part  taken  from  Concord  .       815 

Carpenter,  Jesse,  annexed  to  south  parish  of  Wilbraham  ...  5 

Carr,  Capt.  Samuel,  depreciation  note  to  be  paid        ....       419 

Carriages,  coaches,  etc.,  duties  on 410,  520 

Carrier,  Phillip,  allowance  for  depreciation  of  wages        .         .         .       470 
Cartel  to  be  sent  to  New  Yorli  for  exchange  of  naval  prisoners        .       189 

Cary,  Peter,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 367 

Casco  bay,  a  small  vessel  to  be  procured  to  cruise  in  .         .         .        .       485 
Castle  and  fort  on  Governor's  island  in  Boston  harbor,  establisliraent 

for 315 

Castle  island,  soldiers  at  Springfield  to  do  duty  at      .         .         .       469,  484 

soldiers  to  be  discharged  from 694 

Castle  William,  fees  of  captain  at 23 

discharge  of  rejected  troops  from 694 

Cathance    and    Abagadesset  rivers   in    Bowdoinham,   fisheries   in, 

regulated 145 

Chadbourne,  Jonathan  Chesley,  collector  of  excise  for  York  county, 

to  be  notified  of  election 
Chamberlain,  Alexander,  estate  of 
Chamberlain,  Joshua,  order  of  notice  to 
Chandler,  John,  absentee,  estate  of     . 
Chandler,  Samuel,  estate  of 


.  375 
.  389 
766,  818 
.  744 
.       328 
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Charitable  Society,  Bostou  Episcopal,  incorporated    ....  560 

Cliarlcmont,  town  of,  fines  abated 887 

Cliarlemont  and  Mcrrifleld,  towns  of,  may  assess  lands  of  Green  and 

Wallcer 328 

Charlestown,  town  of,  support  of  the  poor  in 451 

donations  recommended  to  be  made  to  sufferers  from  loss 

by  fire  in 341 

Charlton,  town  of,  William  Cummings  empowered  to  collect  taxes  in  374 
discharged  of  bills  of  old  emission  and  charged  with  value  in 

specie 469 

to  be  paid  taxes  assessed  on  Brown's  farm        ....  480 
selectmen  may  remove  the  widow  Manning  and  children   to 

tow^n  of  Dudley 459 

Cliarlton  and  Oxford,  towns  of,  original  bounds  to  be  established    331,  439 

Chatham,  town  of,  execution  against,  stayed 845 

Cheever,  Edward,  estate  of 455 

Chelmsford,  town  of,  David  Parker,  with  his  lauds,  set  off  from  the 

district  of  Carlisle  and  annexed  to 121 

Chelsea,  town  of,  fine  abated 719 

Chenej-,  Levi,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 856 

Samuel,  guardian  to  Sarah  Saunders,  may  sell  land  .        .         .  363 

Timothy,  guardian  to  James  Ellis,  may  sell  land  in  Dedham   .  390 

Chester,  town  of,  name  established 113 

Chester,  Washington,  Worthington,  Becket,  Partridgefield,  parts  of, 

with  Prescott's  grant,  erected  into  the  town  of  Middlefield  .  133 
Chesterfield,  town  of,  one-quarter  part  of  valuation  of,  set  to  town 

of  Goshen 22 

fine  remitted 314 

Childs,  Timothy,  and  others,  petition  for  a  new  trial  and  order  of 

notice 894,  915 

Choate,  Stephen,  allowance  to 247 

to  pay  into  treasury  amount  received  for  rent  of  Thatcher's 

island 823 

Church,  Moses,  may  sell  beef  belonging  to  the  state  ....  227 

to  deliver  beef  to  the  commissary-general        .        .  •      .         .  321 

Church  of  Christ  in  Walpole,  may  sell  ministerial  lands     .        .        .  853 

Cider,  duty  on 100 

Civil  list 183,  669 

Claims  against  the  United  States 700,  731,  911 

Clap,  Daniel,  to  expedite  payment  of  taxes 253 

Clap,  Daniel,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 856 

Clark,  Elijah,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 856 

Sanmel,  estate  of 909 

Thomas,  of  committee  on  accounts,  for  support  of  indigent 

persons 703 

Lieut.  William,  to  be  reimbursed  for  rations  furnished  to  sol- 
diers in  1780 827 
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Classes,  delinquent,  relating  to 472 

Classes  for  raising  men  for  the  army,  time  extended  to     .         .        .  225 

Clerk  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  fees  of 14 

Clerk  of  the  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  fees  of        .        .  15 

Cobb,  Benjamin,  allowance  to      .......        .  407 

Samuel,  to  sell  silver  cup  and  tankard  of  estate  of  William 

Tyug,  an  absentee 402,  765 

Codman,  John,  Jr.,  allowance  to 446 

Coffin,  Abel,  prisoner  on  parole,  to  be  exchanged       .         .         .         .416 
Bartlet,  of  Nantucket,  to  be  supplied  with  fifty  bushels  of  salt  315 
Charles,  clerk  to  committee  for  settling  with  the  army,  allow- 
ance to 383 

Peter,  to  repair  light-houses  on  Thatcher's  island     .         .        .  711 

Cogswell,  Corp.  Asahel,  granted  a  pension 877 

John,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 76 

Jonathan,  widow  of,  granted  a  pension 470 

Cohasset,  town  of,  to  be  credited  with  average  price  of  one  soldier  .  325 

portion  of  state  tax  abated 866 

Collector  of  excise,  vacancy  in  office  of,  happening  during  the  recess, 

to  be  filled  by  the  governor  with  the  advice  of  council         .  128 

establishment  for 375 

to  be  notified  of  election 375 

Collection  of  taxes,  where  constables,  etc.,  have  removed  out  of  the 

Commonwealth 504 

Collectors   of   taxes,  may  command  assistance  in  the  collection  of 

taxes 146 

to  exhibit  to  selectmen  once  in  two  months  an  account  of 

monies  received 656 

College,  Harvard,  grants  to  president  and  fellows  of         .        .        .  727 

may  convey  land  to  John  Peabody 147 

lands  of,  in  Hopkinton  and  Upton  to  be  taxed  for  seven  years  203 
Commerce  and  illegal  correspondence  with  the  enemies  of  the  United 

States  of  America,  for  prevention  of 84 

COMMISSARY-GEXEUAL  : 

to  furnish  rations  to  persons  going  to  Nova  Scotia    .        .  196 

to  procure  certain  articles  for  the  Amasgoggin  Indians    .        .  197 

to  sell  pearl  and  potash,  lead  and  beef 199 

to  sell  salt  beef  and  gunpowder 217 

to  receive  of  Jacob  Davis  one  hundred  and  forty-four  pounds 

in  certificates,  in  discharge  of  a  debt 218 

to  sell  three  hundred  barrels  of  salt  beef 321 

duties  of  agent  to  devolve  upon 282 

to  cause  powder  at  Salem  to  be  inspected 342 

grant  for  services 347 

to  supply  town  of  Northampton  with  gun-powder,  lead,  etc.  316 

to  dispose  of  powder  and  pay  proceeds  into  the  treasury         .  354 

to  procure  a  quantity  of  beef  and  pork 358 
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to  receive  stores,  etc. ,  from  Caleb  Davis  .         ..        .         .       364,427 
to  deliver  uniform  and  other  articles  to  Captain  Neptune,  a 

Peuoljscot  Indian 379 

to  be  directed  by  governor  and  council  in  regard  to  charging 

stores  to  the  United  States 419 

to  continue  prosecution  against  prize  brig  Nonsuch          .         .  427 

to  supply  company  of  Capt.  Amos  Lincoln  with  clothing        .  451 

to  fit  out  the  sloop  of  war  Winthrop 484 

to  sell  the  sloop  of  war  Winthrop  at  public  auction         .         .  676 

to  procure  a  small  vessel  to  cruise  in  Casco  bay        .         .         .  485 

to  furnish  clothing  to  chiefs  of  the  Penobscot  Indians    .         .  679 

may  sell  certain  public  stores 685 

to  receive  the  stores  at  the  laboratory 688 

to  furnish  rations  to  certain  non-commissioned  officers  and 

privates 694 

to  supply  rejected  troops  at  the  castle  wath  clothing        .         .  695 
to  supply  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Massachusetts  line,  that 

may  arrive  in  town,  with  rations 695 

to  dispose  of  certain  barracks,  etc 704 

to  rebuild  light-house  at  entrance  of  Boston  harbor         .         .  711 
grant  to,  for  completing  light-house  at  entrance  of  Boston 

harbor 773 

to  supply  light-houses  with  wood  and  candles         .        .        .  813 
grant  to,  for  purchase  of  oil  for  light-houses    ....  785 
to  erect  light-house  at  Sandy  point  on  Nantucket    .         .         .  815 
to  deliver  a  quantity  of  flour  to  Richard  Ward,  late  commis- 
sary at  Salem 748 

committee  to  examine  accounts  of,  to  allow  customary  wast- 
age of  provisions 808 

to  reimburse  Lieut.  William  Clark  for  rations   supplied   to 

soldiers  in  1780 827 

Commissary -general  of  musters,  Joseph  Ward,  accounts  to  be  set- 
tled   291 

Commissary  of  marine  prisoners  to  be  furnished  with  guards,  etc.    .  303 
Commissary  of  pensioners  to  report  to  secretary  of  congress  a  re- 
port of  all  his  doings 360 

Commissary  of  prisoners,  John  Hopkins,  grant  to,  for  fitting  out  a 

cartel  for  exchange  of  naval  prisoners 189 

Commissioner  of  the  United  States  may  recover  debts  due  from  this 

state  or  any  subject  thereof 135 

to  settle  accounts  between  the  state  and  the  United  States, 

•              William  Imlay  appointed 760 

Commissioners  appointed  to  expedite  payment  of  the  continental  tax,  253 
to  render  their  accounts  and  be  discharged       ....  688 
appointed  to  settle  accounts  of  the  committees  on  sale  of  ab- 
sentees' estates 229 
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Commissioners  to  be  appointed  to  ascertain  and  run  the  dividing  line 
between  New  York  and  the  unappropriated  lands  lying  west- 
ward of  Hudson's  river 778 

Committees  : 

appointed  to  obtain  loaa  in  anticipation  of  receipts  from  the 

continental  tax 42 

may  receive  bills  from  national  bank  of  America  .  .  .  259 
to  receive  property  of  the  Commonwealth  from  the  executors 

of  the  late  treasurer,  and  to  destroy  bills  of  credit    .         .       293 

to  destroy  certain  bills  of  credit 302 

to  sell  ship  Tartar  and  procure  a  vessel  to  guard  the  coast  358,  484 
on  supplies  for  the  array  to  settle  their  accounts      .        .         .       232 

to  settle  with  the  army,  discontinued 282 

for  methodizing  and  stating  public  accounts,  be  a  committee 

to  settle  with  the  army        .         .        .        .        .         .         .731 

to  take  measures  for  stopping,  in  the  treasury,  money  ordered 

to  be  paid  to  the  Uuited  States  since  October,  1791  .         .       790 
to  settle  with  the  committee  of  sequestration  to  proceed  to  a 

final  settlement 232,  282,  892 

to  inquire  into  grounds  of  dissatisfaction  in  Hampshire  county,  238,  241 

allowance  to,  for  services 248,  279 

proceedings  highly  approved 279 

for  revising  the  laws  to  bring  in  a  bill   for  confiscation  of 

British  property 251 

on  pay-rolls  of  militia,  discontinued 283 

to  prosecute  defaulters,  discharged 403 

to  pass  on  accounts  for  support  of  such  indigent  persons  as 

are  the  proper  charge  of  the  state 703 

to  examine  claims  to  lands  lying  w'est  of  Hudson's  river  .  735 
for  sale  of  estates  of  conspirators  and  absentees,  etc.,  may 

plead  the  general  issue,  etc. 179 

doings  made  valid 223 

to  deduct  three  per  cent,  of  proceeds  of  sale  and  paj"  into 

treasury 308 

appointed  to  expedite  payment  of  the  continental  tax  .  .  251 
for  viewing  the  county  of  Barnstable  ....  199,  301 
to  view  the  county  of  Berkshire,   and  to  determine  where 

courts  shall  be  held 354,  386 

to  view  the  situation  at  Marblehead 751 

for  sale  of  absentees'  estates.     (See  Absentees'  Estates.) 
Committee  on  accounts.     (See  Accounts.) 

Common  and  general  field,  interval  land  belonging  to  certain  inhabi- 
tants of  Springfield  and  West  Springfield  on  the  west  side  • 
of  Connecticut  river  and  on  both  sides  of  Agawam  river 

incorporated  into  a 7 

Common  field  in  West  Springfield,  proprietors  may  exclude  a  cer- 
tain gore  of  laud  from 474 
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Common  pleas,  courts  of,  established  in  the  several  counties    .        .  32 

special  justices  of,  to  be  appointed 627 

times  and  places  for  holding 126 

Commonwealth,  judgments  in  favor  of,  method  of  satisfying   .         .  644 
claims  of,  against  the  United  States          ....       731,911 

Concord  river,  fisheries  in,  regulated 549 

Concord  and  Lincoln,  towns  of,  rebuilding  and  repairing  bridges  in  545 

Confiscation  of  British  property,  a  bill  to  be  brought  in  for      .         .  251 

Congregational  parish  in  Norton,  The  Trustees  of  the,  incorporated  124 
Congregational    society   in   Norton    incorporated    into    a    distinct 

parish 123 

Congress,  Jabez  Hatch  to  proceed  to,  to  solicit  payment  for  trans- 
portation of  stores  to  the  army 840 

letter  to,  concerning  Lieut. -Col.  Ezra  Badlam  ....  884 

members  of,  letters  to,  concerning  old  paper  money        .        .  304 
delegates  in,  allowances  to           302,  323,  347,  462,  692,  714,  769,  869 
to  make  strict  inquiry  as  to  rates  at  which  supplies  for  the 

army  have  been  established 340 

letters  to  be  sent  to,  concerning  journals       ....  222 

instructions  to 796 

letter  to,  concerning  conductors  of  ox  teams  in  the  year  1781  837 

letter  to,  concerning  claims  against  the  United  States  .        .  911 

Francis  Dana,  allowance  to 866 

Elbridge  Gerry,  allowance  to 692 

Nathaniel  Gorham,  allowance  to 323 

Stephen  Higginson,  allowance  to 323 

Samuel  Holten,  allowances  to        ...        .        323,  462,  869 

Samuel  Osgood,  allowance  to 714 

George  Partridge,  allowances  to 302,  769 

James  AVarren,  allowance  to 323 

Consolidation  of  public  securities  to  be  continued  by  the  treasurer  .  848 

Constables,  fees  of 18 

may  command  assistance  in  the  collection  of  taxes  .        •         .  146 
Continental  bills  of  the   old  emission,  time   extended   for  making 

returns  to  the  secretary's  office 215 

Continental  tax,  committees  to  expedite  payment  of  .         .        .        .251 

commissioners  of,  to  render  accounts  and  be  discharged          .  688 

Conveyance  of  real  estate  in  certain  cases,  relating  to        .         .         .  568 

Cook,  Corp.  Daniel,  allowance  to 856 

Cooper,  Rev.  Samuel,  late  chaplain  to  the  general  court,  allowance  to 

widow 903 

Copyright,  exclusive  right  secured  to  authors  to  publish  their  own 

works 143 

Corn,  monthly  average  prices  of,  selectmen  to  make  returns  of,  to 

agents 433 

Coroners,  powers  and  duties  of 609 

fees  of 12 
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Correspondence,  Illegal,  with  the  enemies   of  the  United  States   of 

America,  for  prevention  of 

Costs  in  criminal  suits,  payment  of 139,  628 

Council,  pay  of  members  .         235,  2-18,  803,  436,  477,  714,  780,  871,  889 

Counterfeiting  bank  notes,  penalty  for 633 

County,  Barnstable,  tax  granted 373 

Berkshire,  part  of,  annexed  to  county  of  Hampshire        .        .       133 

tax  granted 188 

Bristol,  tax  gi'anted 469 

Cumberland,  tax  granted 370,  852 

Dukes  county,  tax  granted         . 755 

Essex,  treasurer's  accounts  allowed 851 

divided  into  two  districts  for  collection  of  duties,  etc.  .       836 

tax  granted, 424,  852 

Hampshire,  part  of  Berkshire  county,  annexed  to     •        .         .       133 

tax  granted 366,  808 

Lincoln,  tax  granted 292 

Middlesex,  treasurer's  accounts  allowed 287 

tax  granted 295,  754 

Plymouth,  treasurer's  accounts  allowed     ....       332,  846 

tax  granted 271,  853 

Suflblk,  treasurer's  accounts  allowed  ....       339,  833 

tax  granted 338,  832 

Worcester,  tax  granted 368 

York,  treasurer's  accounts  allowed 687 

tax  granted 715,808 

Court,    maritime,    of    the   middle    district,  to    be   held    at    Salem, 

adjourned 187 

Court,  supreme  judicial,  established 28 

allowance  to  justices  .........      786 

times  and  places  for  holding 141,  267 

to  proceed  in  adjustment  of  soldiers'  notes       ....       423 
to  liquidate  notes  given  to  make  up  depreciation  of  the  money 

to  the  army 869 

in  Berkshire  county,  adjourned 273,  297 

in  Bristol  county,  time  and  place  for  holding   ....      275 

adjourned 747 

in  Suffolk  county,  time  and  place  for  holding   .         .        .         .111 

Courts,  admiralty,  for  trial  of  felonies  and  piracies  committed  on 

the  high  seas    .........         .116 

Courts,  with  jurisdiction  to  the  eastward  of  Penobscot  river,  peti- 
tion for  establishment  of,  and  order  of  notice       .         .        .       774 
Courts  of  common  pleas  established  in  the  several  counties       .        .        32 

special  justices  of,  to  be  appointed 627 

times  and  places  for  holding 126 

fees  of  justices  and  clerks 14 
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Court  of  commou  picas  for  the  county  of  Lincoln,  to  proceed  to 

hearing  concerning  certain  forfeited  estates  .... 

Courts  of  common  pleas  and  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  in 

Berkshire  county,  times  of  holding       ....       1 

adjourned    2 

for  Middlesex  county,  adjourned 

Courts  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace  to  be  held  in  each  county 

Courts  of  probate  established 

Covel,  Henry,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 

Cox,  Capt.  Ebenezer,  real  estate  of  cliildren  of,  may  be  sold  by  ex 

ecutrix 

Cox,  Elisha,  a  minor,  guardian  of,  may  sell  land 
Coxhall,  town  of,  excused  for  not  procuring  soldiers 
Crafts,  Thomas,  manager  of  Boston  Long  wharf  lottery    . 
Cranch,  Kichard,  allowance  for  services 

excused  from  serving  on  committee 

Crawford,  Margaret,  estate  of 

Cree,  Stephen,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 

Criers  of  the  court,  fees  of 

Criminal  cases,  certain  powers  vested  in  justices  of  the  peace  in 

Criminal  suits,  payment  of  costs  in 

Criminals,  extradition  of 

Crittendon,  Stephen,  execution  against,  discharged   . 

Crocker,  John,  a  sbldier,  allowance  to 

Crosby,  Ebenezer,  committee  to  receive  depreciation  notes  paid  to 
him  as  surgeon  in  the  army 

Joseph,  estate  of 

Samuel,  manager  of  lottery  for  bridge  in  Wincheudon 
Cudworth,  Samuel,  a  soldier,  allowance  to  .... 

Cumberland  comity,  execution  against,  stayed    .... 

.tax  granted  to 

Cummings,  Elijah,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 

Curamings,  William,  empowered  to  collect  taxes  in  Charlton     . 
Cunningham,  John,  allowance  to,  from  estate  of  John  Chandler,  an 
absentee  .......... 

Jonathan,  committee  to  execute  deed  of  land  in  Oakham  to 

Michael,  naturalized    .         .         • 

Cursing  and  swearing,  profane,  for  prevention  of      .         .         . 
Cushing,  Charles,  clerk  of  the  supreme  judicial  court,  allowance  to 

Capt.  Perez,  allowance  for  apprehending  deserters   . 

Thomas,  allowance  for  services  as  speaker  of  house  of  repre 
sentatives  in  1774 . 

William,  justice  of  the  supreme  judicial  court,  allowance  foi 

services    

Cutler,  David,  granted  a  pension 

Oliver,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 

William,  estate  of       .......         . 

Cutting,  Zadock,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 


Page 

345 

,  506 

,  718 

337 

39 

017 

857 

387 
207 
208 
229 
330 
2^5 
848 
762 

21 

029 

',  628 

82 
243 
703 

196 
196 
489 
856 
229 
I,  852 
762 
374 

190 
405 
9 
59 
202 
681 

785 

786 
467 
856 
430 
367 


936  IxDEx. 


Page 

D'Estaing,  Count,  works  erected  by,  in  Boston  harbor,  to  be  guarded  420 

Dalton,  town  of,  incorporated G55 

Dalton,  Tristram,  spealcer  of  the  house  of  representatives        .         .  670 

allowances  to 733,  784,  872 

Damon,  Jabez,  estate  of 400 

Joseph,  estate  of 400 

Lucy,  administratrix,  may  sell  land 400 

Dana,  Caleb,  estate  of 875 

Dana,  Francis,  member  of  congress,  allowance  to      ...        .  866 

Dane,  Nathan,  commissioner  to  expedite  payment  of  tax  .        .         .  253 

Danforth,  Elizabeth,  to  pay  certain  taxes  into  the  treasury        .         .  481 
Danforth,  Timothy,  administrator  on  estate  of  John  Tatman,  may 

sell  real  estate 398 

Danforth,  Doctor,  to  pay  certain  taxes  into  the  treasury    .        .        .  481 

Daniels,  Capt.  Japheth,  allowance  for  depreciation  of  wages    .         .  759 

Daniels,  Joel,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 857 

Danvers,  town  of,  valuation  corrected 242 

Darling,  Eli,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 857 

Moses,  a  soldier,  allowance  to   , 856 

Eichard,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 856 

Samuel,  a  soldier,  allowance  to .         .         .        ...        .         .  856 

Dartmouth,  town  of,  collection  of  taxes  in  villages  of  Apponeganset 

and  Accoaxet  in 821 

abatement  on  tax 683 

Dartmouth,  coast-guard  at 262 

Dauphin  of  France,  birth  of,  reply  of  the  general  court  to  message 

of  the  governor  concerning 247 

Davis,  Amasa,  allowance  for  services 348 

Davis,  Caleb,  commissioner  to  expedite  payment  of  tax    .        .        .  253 
agent  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  sell  clothing  not  immediately 

wanted 217 

office  of  agent  discontinued 282 

to  supply  Colonel  Crane's  regiment  with  uniform  buttons        .  310 

allowed  a  commission  for  sales 426 

Davis,  Caleb,  and  others,  to  borrow  £20,000  for  the  use  of  the  United 

States       42,  259 

Davis,  Jacob,  may  pay  to  the  Commissary-general  one  hundred  and 

forty-four  pounds  in  certificates,  in  payment  of  a  debt         .  218 

Kathan,  treasurer  to  receive  certain  money  from      .        .         .  481 
Stephen,  and  others,  petition  for  new  trial  in  case  wherein 

Beriah  Tree  was  plaintiflF 801 

execution  stayed 817 

Thomas,  Jr.,  to  expedite  payment  of  taxes       ....  253 

Day,  Daniel,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 763 
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De  Berdt,  Dennis,  treasurer  to  give  a  note  to  executors  of        .        .  753 
De  Maresquelle,    Col.  Lewis,  allowed  his   salary  while   absent  in 

France 213 

allowance  for  services 780 

Dean,  Noah,  head  of  a  class  in  Taunton,  claim  against,  discharged  .  772 

Dean  Paul,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 857 

Debts,  recognizances  for  paj-inent  of,  may  be  taken  by  justices  of 
tlie    peace;  former  act    for  taking  acknowledgments  of, 

repealed 53 

due  to  the  United  States  may  be  recovered  by  the  commissioner  135 

due  to  and  from  absentees  or  conspirators,  recovery  of  .         .  177 

Dedham,  town  of,  fine  abated GOB 

Dedhara,  third  parish  in,  Joseph  Smith  and  others,  annexed  to,  from 

Walpole 563 

Deed,  transfer  of  real  estate  by 587 

Deeds,  register  of,  to  be  chosen  for  five  years,  in  each  county  .         .  648 

Defaulters,  committee  appointed  to  prosecute,  discharged         .        .  403 

Defence,  brig,  lost  on  Penobscot  expedition,  payment  for        .        .  849 
Delegates  to  be  chosen  to  meet  delegates  of  other  states  to  devise  a 
general  and  uniform  system  of  taxation  by  impost  and 

excise      . 382 

resolve  repealed 482 

Delegates  in  congress,  allowances  to  .  302,  323,  347,  462,  692,  714,  769,  869 
to  make  strict  inquiry  as  to  rates  at  which  supplies  for  the 

army  have  been  established 340 

instructions  to 796 

letter  to,  respecting  conductors  of  ox  teams  in  the  year  1781    .  837 

letter  to,  concerning  claims  against  the  United  States     .         .  911 

letter  to  be  sent  to,  about  journals 222 

letters  to,  concerning  old  paper  money 304 

Delinquent  classes,  relating  to 472 

Deuch,  Gilbert,  to  receive  money  from  the  treasury  and  to  give 

bond  for  repayment 466 

Dennie,  William,  estate  of,  allowance  to,  for  mercliandise  furnished 

the  late  board  of  war 725 

Depreciation  notes  belonging  to  officers  and  soldiers  who  died  in  the 

service  to  be  paid  to  executors,  etc 202 

Depreciation  of  soldiers'  wages,  etc.,  192,  193,  196,  197,  202,  203,  215,  284, 
344,  3C9,  393,  405,  419,  467,  470,  678,  759,  802,  850,  869. 

Derby,  Richard,  Jr.,  estate  of 351 

Descent  of  estates,  relating  to 553,  579 

Deserters  from  the  army  and  navy,  apprehension  of  .         .         .         .136 

Devens,  Richard,  estate  of  Margaret  Draper,  absentee,  may  be  sold  to  221 
Devens,  Richard.     (See  Commissary-General.) 

Devises  and  bequests  of  lands,  etc.,  to  be  in  writing,  etc.           .         .  551 
Dexter,  Samuel,  to  return  to  the  secretary's  office  the  papers  of 

Thomas  Hutchinson,  late  governor  of  the  province      .         .  763 
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Dickernian,  Comfort,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 85G 

Dickiusou,  David,  to  expedite  payment  of  taxes         ....  253 
Digliton,  town  of,  executions  against,  stayed      .        -        .        .        .219 
Diusmore,  Abel,  to  be  removed  from  jail  at  Northampton  and  con- 
fined elsewhere 204 

DlSTKICTS  : 

Berlin,  incorporated 620 

Boxborongh,  in  Middlesex  county,  incorporated       .        .        .114 
Carlisle,  David  Parker,  with  his  lauds,  set  off  from,  and  an- 
nexed to  the  town  of  Chelmsford 121 

Holland,  in  Hampshire  county,  incorporated    ....  502 

Ley  den,  incorporated .        .616 

Lynnfleld,  in  Essex  county,  incorporated 26 

Lynnfleld,  assessors  may  assess  certain  classes  in    .        .        .  875 

Orange,  incorporated          ........  538 

Doane,  Elisha,  to  expedite  payment  of  taxes 253 

settlement  of  estate  of,  removed  from  Barnstable  county  to 

Suffolk  county 689 

Dodge,  William,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 762 

Doggett,  Anna,  guardian  of,  may  sell  real  estate  in  Rehoboth    .        .  782 

Doraty,  Francis,  prisoner  on  parole,  to  be  exchanged         .        .        .  416 

Douce,  Joseph,  to  pay  certain  taxes  into  the  treasury  .  .  .  481 
Dower,  speedy  assignment  of,  and  to  prevent  strip  and  waste  by 

tenants 600 

Dracut,  town  of,  line  abated ' .         .        .  825 

Draper,  Daniel,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 856 

Draper,  Margaret,  absentee,  estate  of 221 

Drew,  Sylvanus,  depreciation  of  wages  to  be  made  up       .        .        .  393 

Drew,  William,  to  expedite  payment  of  taxes 253 

collector  of  excise  for  Plymouth  county,  to  be  notified  of  elec- 
tion    375 

to  repair  light-house  on  the  Gurnet,  near  Plymouth  .         .        .  712 

Drury,  John,  execution  against,  stayed 864 

Dudley,  town  of,  fine  abated 752 

the  widow  Manning  and  children  may  be  removed  from  the 

town  of  Charlton  to 459 

Dukes  county,  tax  granted  to 755 

executions  against  towns  in,  stayed 774 

Dummer  academy.  Trustees  of,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  incorporated  49 
Dunbar,  Elijah,  to  pay  certain  taxes  into  tlie  treasury  .  .  .481 
Duncan,  John,  a  wounded  soldier,  allowed  one-third  pay  until  fit  for 

service 218 

Dunsmore,  Oliver,  allowance  to 367 

Durant,  Ephraim,  a  sergeant,  depreciation  of  wages  to  be  made  up  418 

Durfee,  Cor}^  allowance  to,  from  estate  of  an  absentee      .         .        .  738 

Durfee,  Thomas,  allowance  to 301 

Duties  on  coaches,  chaises,  etc 520 
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Duties  of  excise,  collection  of ;  forfeitures,  etc 128 

fur  payment  of  interest  on  government  securities,  penalty  on 

assessors  for  not  making  returns    ......  36 

acts  concerning,  moditiecl  and  repealed 91 

upon  wines,  liquors,  tobacco,  etc 92,  512 

Duties  upon  imported  goods,  the  United  States  empowered  to  levy  .  541 
Duties  of  impost,  laid  on  goods,  etc.,  of  European  and  India  pro- 
duction      152 

Duties  of  impost  and  excise  laid  upon  certain  merchandise,  etc.        .  506 

Duty  upon  vessels  for  support  of  light-houses 54:3 

Duxborough,  town  of,  assessments  for  raising  soldiers  made  valid  .  311 
Duxborough,  sloop,  to  be  sent  to  New  York  for  exchange  of  naval 

prisoners 1S9 

Duxbury,  town  of,  owners  of  saw-mill  in,  not  obliged  to  open  gates 

for  passage  of  alewives 381 

Dwelle,  Lemuel,  estate  of 464 

Dwight,  Abigail,  guardian  of  Louisa  Hopkins,  may  sell  land    .         .  379 

Dwight,  Justus,  appointed  guardian  to  Agnes  Thompson  .        .         .  740 
Dyer,  Capt.  Henry,  and  company,  allowed  rations  for  service  in  the 

year  1780 424 


E. 

Earl,  Robert,  to  collect  taxes  in  the  village  of  Accoaxet  in  town  of  """  "^ 

Dartmouth 822 

East  parish  in  Salem,  proprietors  of  meeting-house  may  raise  money 

bj''  a  tax  on  pews,  etc 503 

East  parish  of  South  Brimfleld,  incorporated  into  a  district  by  the 

name  of  Holland 502 

East  Sudbury,  town  of,  line  remitted 861 

Eastern  department.  Col.  John  Allen  and  men  to  be  paid   .        .        .  717 
Eastern  Indians,  accounts  of  Stephen  Smith,  truck-master  for,  to  be 

settled 724 

Eastham,  town  of,  execution  against,  recalled 433 

execution  against,  stayed  ........  845 

Easton,  Eliakim,  master  of  schooner  Speedwell,  from  Deer  island, 

may  sell  fish,  etc.,  and  carry  back  proceeds  in  corn,  etc.       .  301 

Easton,  James,  Jr.,  petitioner  for  a  new  trial,  and  order  of  notice    .  894 

Eaton,  Pearson,  allowance  for  mileage 737 

Eckley,  Joseph,  chaplain  to  the  general  court,  allowance  to       .         .  471 
Edgartown,  town  of,  proprietors  of  Mattakessett  creeks  in,  incorpo- 
rated          496 

Eddy,  Jonathan,  discharged  from  certain  obligations          .        .        .  448 

Edwards,  Benjamin,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 763 

Edwards,  Timotliy,  commissioner  on  New  York  boundary  line.         .  652 

allowance  to 883 
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Election  sermon,  goveruor  and  council  requested  to  appoint  preacher 

of,  if  Mr.  Herameuway  declines 914 

Elizabeth  islands,  stock  to  be  removed  to  the  main  land     .        .         .  285 

payment  for  cattle  taken  from 416 

Ellis,  Asa,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 856 

Enoch,  set  off  from  Walpole  and  annexed  to  the  third  parish 

in  Dedham 563 

Ephraim,  missionary  to  the  Herring  pond  Indians ;  land  of 

Indians  may  be  sold  for  payment  for  services  of  .        .         .  676 

James,  guardian  of,  may  sell  land  in  Dedham  ....  390 
Ely,  Justin,  manager  of  lottery  for  repairing  bridge  over  Agawam 

river 76 

Ely,  Samuel,  excluded  from  pardon  for  riots,  etc.,  in  county  of 

Hampshire 81 

to  be  released  from  confinement,  upon  certain  conditions        449,  461 
Enemies  of  the  United  States  of  America,  commerce  and  illegal  cor- 
respondence with,  for  prevention  of 84 

continuance  of  certain  acts  for  preventing  intercourse  with, 

limited 176 

act  not  to  be  published  by  the  secretary 474 

certain  persons  named,  forbidden  to  return  to  the  state  under 

penalty 499 

Enemy,  property  destroyed  by,  returns  to  be  obtained  from  the  citi- 
zens            309 

Enemy  to  be  prevented  from  receiving  supplies  from  the  .south  shores 

of  the  Commonwealth 285 

Enginemen,  in  the  town  of  Boston,  number  determined    .         .         .  792 

for  town  of  Roxbury 809 

Entertainment,  public,  grant  for  expense  of 846 

Ephraim,  John,  Natick  Indian  planter,  on  petition  of,  land  may  be 

sold  to  pay  certam  debts 691 

Episcopal  Charitable  Society,  Boston,  incorporated    ....  560 
Ervingshire,  Warwick,  Athol  and  Royalston,  committee  to  consider 
expediency  of  incorporating  certain  inhabitants  of,  into  a 

town 445 

Essex  county,  divided  into  two  districts  for  the  collection  of  duties 

of  impost  and  excise        ...                 ....  836 

treasurer's  accounts  allowed 851 

tax  granted  to 424,  852 

Estates : 

Reuel  Baldwin 887,  908 

Abraham  Bartlett 456 

Joseph  Bigelow 867 

James  Blanchard 396 

Lendell  Bowland 192 

William  Brattle 275 

John  Brown 453,  480 
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Estates  —  Continued. 

Kichard  Burton 813 

Jothaui  Bush 236, 299 

Alexauder  Chamberlain 389 

John  Chandler Hi,  190 

Samuel  Chandler 328 

Edward  Cheever 455 

Samuel  Clark 909 

Ebenezer  Cox 387 

Margaret  Crawford 848 

Joseph  Crosby 196 

William  Cutler 430 

Jabez  Damon 400 

Joseph  Damon 400 

Caleb  Dana 875 

William  Dennie 725 

Kichard  Derby,  Jr 351 

Elisha  Doane 689 

Lemuel  Dwelle 464 

Isaac  risk 294 

Henry  Florance 715 

Col.  Ebenezer  Francis 834 

Prince  Frederick 471 

Isaac  Freeman 201 

Temperance  Gordon 281 

Jonathan  Gould 477 

Aaron  Granger 476 

Paul  Gi'een 888 

John  Greenough 343 

Brian  Hall 682 

John  Harding 453 

Samuel  Harrington 398 

EliasHaskeU 351 

James  Hay 216 

Jonathan  Hill 457 

Nathaniel  Holman 462 

Joseph  Hooper 208 

Aaron  Hosley 466 

Jonas  Hubbard 449 

Elijah  Jones 414 

Joseph  Keeler 209 

Daniel  Kellogg 385 

Eichard  Kent 566 

James  Knowles 372 

Samuel  Lee 456 

Asher  Loomiss 823 

Aaron  Lopez 417 
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Estates  —  Concluded. 

Levi  Luddeii 446 

John  Martyii 195 

Joseph  Merviii 867 

Shubael  Nason 432 

liichard  Nick 434 

Samuel  Orne 463 

James  Otis 708 

John  Park 269 

Nathaniel  Parker 383 

Peter  Paul 685 

John  Pedrick 741 

Samuel  Plumer 760 

Josiah  Quincy,  Jr 390 

Ephraim  Pandall 385 

Belcher  Eichards 296 

Noah  Ripley 434 

Aaron  Robbhis 443 

Mark  St.  John 393 

Michael  Saunders 475 

Daniel  Scott 293,  399 

Elijah  Stiles 406 

Jonathan  Stow 458 

John  Tatman 398 

Azariah  Thayer .417 

Daniel  Thomas,  a  Natick  Indian 862 

Benjamin  Thompson  .........  436 

Joseph  Trask 833 

John  Vassall 907 

Joel  Weed 444 

Benjamin  White 575 

Stephen  Whitman 206 

James  Wildridge 402 

Aaron  Willard 810 

Thomas  Williams 374 

Samuel  Wyman 384 

Estates  of  absentees  and  conspirators,  sale  of,  postponed        .        .  434 

certain,  not  to  be  sold  for  taxes 779 

Estates  of  absentees,  etc.,  committees  for  sale  of,  may  in  certain 

cases  plead  the  general  issue,  etc.  .         .        .        .        .         .  1 79 

doings  made  valid 223 

to  settle  their  accounts  with  commissioners      ....  229 

to  deduct  three  per  cent,  from  proceeds  of  sales      .         .         .  308 

to  settle  their  accounts       ........  6fci0 

Estates  of  persons  deceased,  settlement  of        ...        .         72,  568 

descent  of 553 
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Page 
Eistates,  judgment  against,  when  executor,  etc.,  neglects  to  prosecute 

or  defend 647 

Estates,  intestate,  descent  of,  and  partition  of,  in  certain  cases        579,  603 

Estate,  real,  transfer  of,  by  deed,  and  for  preventing  fraud  therein   .       587 

liable  to  be  taken  on  execution  .         .         .        .        .         .         .641 

Ester,  John,  may  go  to  the  island  of  Bermuda 311 

Excise,  collector  of,  vacancy  in  ollice  of,  happening  during  the  recess, 

to  be  filled  by  governor 128 

Excise,  collectors  of,  establishment  for 375 

to  be  notilied  of  election 375 

Excise  duties,  for  payment  of  interest  on  government  securities ; 

penalty  on  assessors  for  not  making  returns  ....        36 

acts  concerning,  modifiod  and  repealed 91 

upon  wines,  liquors,  tobacco,  etc.      .....         92,  513 

Executions,  appraisement  of  personal  estate  taken  on        .        .         .        31 

issuing,  extending  and  serving  of 640,  746 

against  constables  and  collectors,  how  satisfied  in  certain  cases       283 

Executor,  foreign,  to  give  bond 72 

Extradition  of  criminals 82 

F. 

Fails,  A.  Clark,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 856 

Fairbanks,  Epliraim,  to  expedite  payment  of  taxes    ....  253 
Fairbanks,  Jabez,  pajnnent  of  money  to,  by  toAvn  of  Rutland,  con- 
cerning           467,  686 

Fales,  Sergt.  Aaron,  allowance  to 855 

Fales,  Samuel,  collector  of  excise  for  Bristol  county,  to  be  notified 

of  election 375 

Falmouth,  town  of,  executions  against,  stayed  ....       690,  845 

coast  guards  at 262,  485,  701 

Farley,  John,  to  expedite  payment  of  taxes 253 

Farley,  Nathaniel,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 763 

Farley,  William,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 763 

Farland,  Asa,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 763 

Farnsworth,  Col.  William,  to  expedite  payment  of  tax       .        .         .  253 

Farwell,  Capt.  Henry,  granted  a  pension 878 

Faxon,  John,  allowance  to 826 

Fearnought,  brigautine.  Captain   Salles,  vessel  and  cargo  may  be 

entered  and  released  from  seizure 696 

Fecham,  George,  v.  Nathaniel  Wait,  petition  and  order  of  notice      .  839 

Fechem,  George,  v.  John  Torrey,  petition  and  order  of  notice  .         .  811 

Fees  of  officers  regulated 10 

Fellows,  Ezra,  allowance  to 382 

Gustavus,  allowance  to 407 

Fellows,  John,  to  expedite  payment  of  taxes 253 

allowance  to 697 
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Felonies  and  piracies  committed  on  the  liigli  seas,  courts  for  trial 

of 116 

Felt,  David,  and  Benjamin  Needham,  may  fit  out  flag  of  truce  to 

Halifax 321 

Ferguson,  Marcy,  wife  of  Adam  Ferguson,  may  sell  certain  land  in 

Dartmouth 274 

Fessenden,  John,  certain  notes  received  from,  to  be  delivered  to  the 

treasurer 277 

Fire-arms  delivered  to  eight  months'  soldiers  and  charged  to  towns, 

account  to  be  discharged 105 

First  Congregational  Society  in  Mendon,  incorporated       .         .        .  622 
First  parish  in   Scarborough,  may  exchange  parsonage  land   for 

certain  other  land 300 

First  precinct  in  the  town  of  Plymouth,  established  ....  655 

Fish,  Zacheus,  guardian  to  Sarah  Hall,  may  sell  real  estate        .         .  334 

Fisher,  Aaron,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 857 

Fisher,  Seth,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 857 

Fisheries,  in  Agawam  or  Westfield  river,  regulated    ....  567 

Concord  river,  regulated 549 

Merrimack  river,  regulated 546 

Merrimack  river,  state  of  New  Hampshire  requested  to  regu- 
late          789,  913 

Nepouset  river,  ways  to  be  made  over  dams  for  passage  of 

fish 40 

Neponset  river,  regulated 653 

Cathance  and  Abagadesset  rivers,  regulated    ....  145 

Wewewantett  river,  regulated 494 

memorial  from  Nantucket  concerning,  to  be  transmitted  to 

delegates  in  congress 319 

Fisk,  Daniel,  judgment  against,  may  be  entered  by  the  court     .         .  787 

Isaac,  estate  of 294 

Samuel,  guardian  of  Elisha  Cox,  may  sell  land         .        .        .  207 

Fitch,  Ephraim,  action  against,  may  be  re-entered      ....  109 

Fitchburg,  town  of,  rates  made  by  assessors  of,  made  valid       .         .  823 

Noah  Wizzle,  with  his  lands,  annexed  to 118 

fine  abated 325 

Flag  of  truce  to  Halifax 321 

Flags  of  truce  in  Boston  harbor,  to  sail  immediately  ....  320 
Fleet  in  Boston  harbor,  militia  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to 

march  for  defence  of 266 

Fleming,  James,  and  other  non-commissioned  officers,  etc.,   to   be 

supplied  with  rations       .         .        .        .        .         .        .         .  694 

Florance,  Henry,  estate  of 715 

Flyut,  Thomas,  passport  to,  to  return  to  Nova  Scotia         .        .        •  .  196 

Fonda,  Peter  A.,  v.  Ephraim  Fitch,  action  may  be  re-entered     .        .  109 
Forbes,  Dorothy,  may  have  books,  etc.,  brought  in  a  cartel  from 

Halifax 435 
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Page 
Ford,  Cadwallader,  Jr.,  executor  of  -will  of  Benjamin  Thompson, 

may  sell  real  estate 4oG 

Foreiijn  executor,  administrator  and  guardian,  to  give  bond      .        .  72 
Fort  Sliirlej'  or  Gi'een  and  Walker's  lands  may  be  assessed  by  towns 

of  Charleraont  and  Merryfield 328 

Fortune,  Tliomas,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 856 

Forward,  l^orothy,  administratrix  of  estate  of  Elijah  Stiles,  may  sell 

real  estate 406 

Foster,  Jude,  of  Merryfield,  may  be  granted  an  innhokler's  license    .  295 

Mary,  may  go  to  New  York  in  the  next  cartel          .        .         .  283 

Thomas,  keeper  of  powder-house,  allowance  to       .         .         .  353 

Fowler,  Samuel,  manager  of  lottery  for  a  bridge  over  Westfield  river,  49 1 

Framingham,  town  of,  fine  abated        .......  706 

France,  Dauphin  of,  announcement  of  birth  of 247 

Francis,  Col.  Ebenezer,  estate  of 834 

Franklin,  town  of,  soldiers'  wages  to  be  paid  to          ....  857 

Franklin,  brigantine,  used  as  a  prison  ship,  allowance  for  hire  of      .  407 
Frazier,  IMoses,  manager  of  lottery  for  repair  of  bridge  over  river 

Parker 45 

Frederick,  Prince,  estate  of 471 

Freeland,  James,  v.  Silas  Rice  and  Daniel  Fisk,  court  may  enter 

judgment  against  defendants 787 

Freeland,  John,  may  sell  land  and  building 209 

Freetown,  town  of,  fine  abated 693 

Freeman,  Elizabeth,  may  sell  certain  lands        ....       201,  698 

Freeman,  Isaac,  estate  of 201,  698 

and  others,  not  obliged  to  open  gates  for  passage  of  alewives 

in  Duxbury 381 

French  arm v  on  their  march  to  Boston,  comfort,  etc.,  to  be  pro- 
vided for 338 

French  troops,  quarters  to  be  provided  for        ....       332,  337 

allowance  to  selectmen  of  Boston  for  furnishing  quarters       .  723 
Frost,  Gideon,  and  Aaron  Hill,  guardians  of  minor  heirs  of  Jona- 

athan  Hill,  may  sell  real  estate 457 

Fryburgh,  town  of,  execution  against,  to  be  returned  satisfied          .  228 

to  be  allowed  for  services  and  disbursements  ....  287 

unappropriated  lands  in,  plan  of,  etc 882,  890 

Furnass,  John,  department  of,  in  the  treasury  discontinued      .         .  880 

Fugitives  from  the  justice  of  other  states,  arrest,  etc.        ...  82 
Furnaces  in  Bridgewater,  proceeds  of  sale,  etc.,  to  be  paid  into  the 

treasury 365,  687 

to  be  sold 814 


G. 

Gage,  Sergt.  Moses,  to  be  paid  wages        .... 

Gage.  Zachariaii,  may  sell  certain  land  in  Beverly 

Gale,  Edmund,  assistant  commissary,  allowance  for  services 


855 
783 
213 
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Gale,  Jonathan,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 

Garamage,  Samuel,  may  go  to  Great  Britain  and  return,  with  consent 

of  the  governor  and  council 

Gardiner,  John,  wife  and  children,  citizenship  confirmed  . 
Gardner,  Andrew,  to  receive  a  note  and  mortgage  deed  from  the 

secretary  

Gardner,  Henry,  late  treasurer,  money  in  possession  of,  to  be  paid 
over  to  the  present  treasurer  by  the  administrator 

committee  to  receive  all  property  of  the  Commonwealth  from 
the  executors  of 293,  325,  396 

examination  and  settlement  of  accounts  of       .         .         .       831 
Gardner,  Nicholas,  last  will  and  testament  of,  established  and  con 
firmed 

Sylvester,  absentee,  estate  of     . 
Garret,  Andrew,  a  prisoner  in  Canada,  allowance  to  . 
Gay,  Ruth,  the  agent  to  deliver  certain  tools  to  . 
General  court,  list  of  members 183, 

pay  of  members,    235,  241,  248,  303,  436,  462,  470,  477,  714,  729, 
871,  889. 

members  to  be  paid  two-thirds  the  amount  due  them 

members  to  be  paid  out  of  monies  received  from  vendues 

members  to  be  paid  in  receipts  on  collectors  of  taxes 

private  business  referred  to  next  sessions  of    . 

to  assemble  on  the  last  Wednesday  of  January,  1783 

all  bills,  petitions,  etc.,  that  had  day  in  the  last  session,  to 
have  day  in  the  present  session • 

letter  of,  to  General  George  Washington 

letter  of,  to  delegates  in  congress 

compensation  of  messenger       ....        280,  714,  785, 
General  sessions  of  the  peace,  courts  of,  to  l)e  held  in  each  county  . 
General  sessions  of  the  joeace  and  of  common  pleas,  courts  of,  in 

Berkshire  county,  times  and  places  for  holding     .        .       126, 

adjourned 236, 

for  Middlesex  county,  adjourned 

Gerry,  Elbridge,  delegate  to  congress,  allowance  to    . 

member  of  congress,  complains  of  breach  of  privilege ;  dele 

gates  requested  to  investigate 

Geyer,  George,  pension  to  be  paid  to 

Gidderge,  Isaac,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 

Gilbert,  Prudence,  guardian,  may  sell  real  estate 

Gilbert,  Thomas,  absentee,  estate  of 

Gile,  Otis,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 

Glass,  manufacture  of,  in  Boston,  lotterj'  granted  for  promoting 
Gleason,  Jolm,  to  expedite  payment  of  tax 
Gloucester,  town  of,  coast  guards  at  . 

allowance  for  care  of  sick  prisoners  . 

tax  abated  
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479 

871 

144 
345 
334 
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348 
802 
259 
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344 

805 
726 
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39 
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718 
337 
692 

340 
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221 
738 
856 
121 
253 
262 
380 
770 
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Gloucester,   representation   of    inability   to   pay  taxes;    committee 

appointed 722 

valuation  corrected 242 

Glover,  Nathaniel,  may  brinsz;  an  action  in  his  own  name   against 

Ephraim  and  Josiah  Bacon 200 

Gloyd,  James,  deed  of  land  to,  in  Murrayfleld  Equivalent .         .         .  708 
Gold,  Thomas,  to  be  recommended  for  a  passport  to  New  York  and 

return 394 

Goodale,  Nathan,  to  expedite  paj-ment  of  tax 253 

Goodenow,  Asaliel,  execution  against,  to  be  suspended      .        .        .  410 

Goodhue,  Aaron,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 7G2 

Goodspeed,  Benjamin,  constable  for  Barnstable,  settlement  of  ac- 
counts        194 

Gordon,  Temperance,  estate  of 281 

Gorham,  town  of,  executions  against,  to  be  stayed    ....  193 

discharged  from  deficiency  of  one  soldier        ....  322 

Gorham,  Natlianiel,  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives      .        .  184 

compensation  of 241,  347 

Gorham,  Nathaniel,  delegate  in  congress,  allowance  to      .        .         .  323 

may  sell  certain  lands 202 

Goshen,  town  of,  one-quarter  part  of  valuation  of  Chesterfield  set  to  224 
Gould,  Capt.  Benjamin,  to  pay  into  the  treasury  balance  of  money 

unpaid  by  him  to  soldiers  for  wages 712 

suit  against,  for  recovery  of  a  l^alance  due  the  Commonwealth  7(J1 

soldiers  borne  on  roll  of,  to  be  paid 762 

Gould,  Jacob,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 856 

Gould,  .Jonathan,  estate  of 477 

Government  securities,  duty  of  excise   laid  for  payment  of  inter- 
est on 36 

acts  concerning,  modified  and  repealed 91 

treasurer  may  receive  on  loan  and  consolidate  the  same  .        .  175 
to   be  paid   from  moneys  received    from   excise  and   from 

licenses 250 

consolidation  of,  to  be  continued 848 

Governor : 

requested  to  procure,  once  in  six  months,  a  regular  return  of 

the  Massachusetts  line  in  the  army 233 

requested  to  order  militia  to  be  in  readiness  to  march  to  the 

defence  of  the  fleet  in  Boston  harbor 2GG 

requested  to  afford  to  commissary  of  marine  prisoners  with 

such  guards  as  may  be  necessary 303 

requested  to  obtain  returns  from  the  •citizens  of  property 
destroyed  by  the  enemy,  and  also  to  make  pul)lic  that  John 
Adams  has  been  received  by  the  Netherlands   as  minister 

plenipotentiary 309 

requested  to  issue  brief  to  towns  calling  for  donations  to 
assist  Charlestown  to  build  a  house  of  worship    .        .        .341 
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Page 
Governor  —  Concluded. 

requested  to  wi'ite  to  governors  of  Rhode  Island  and  Con- 
necticut concerning  prevention  of  supplies  being  furnished 
to  the  enemy 352 

requested  to  write  to  congress  to  obtain  pay  for  teamsters,  etc.       352 

requested  to  write  to  congress  concerning  payment  to  soldiers 

who  served  as  temporary  levies 365 

requested  to  write  to  governor  of  Connecticut  concerning 
admission  to  citizenship  of  Richard  Smith,  a  proscribed 
absentee 372 

requested  to  write  to  Lieutenant-Governor  Boweu  that  the  writ 

of  habeas  corpus  has  been  suspended 415 

requested  to  write  to  General  Washington  enclosing  answers 

to  the  queries  of  the  paymaster-general         ....       G77 

requested  to  discharge  Capt.  Amos  Lincoln  and  his  company  .       694 

requested  to  take  possession  of  the  port  at  Penobscot  upon 

evacuation  by  the  British  troops 735,748 

requested  to  give  orders  relating  to  selling,  etc.,  the  public 

stores  at  the  port  at  Machias 735 

requested  to  write  to  New  York  concerning  the  dividing  line 
between  tlie  unappropriated  lands  lying  to  the  westward  of 
Hudson's  river 778 

requested  to  detach  militia  to  take  possession   of  port  at 

Penobscot ■      788,  791,  811 

requested  to  write  to  legislature  of  New  Hampshire  for 
passage  of  a  law  to  prevent  destruction  of  fish  in  Merri- 
mack river 789 

requested  to  procure  an  order  on  James  Lovell  to  pay  a  note 
given  by  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States  in  behalf  of  this 
Commonwealth 803 

requested  to  recover  the  Suflblk  county  probate  records,  said 
to  be  in  possession  of  Foster  Hutchinson     ....       830 

requested  to  write  to  governor  of  South  Carolina  enclosing 
letter  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  judicial  court        .         .       898 

requested  to  appoint  some  person  to  receive  the  public  stores 

at  Machias 900 

requested  to  write  to  the  legislature  of  New  Hampshire  con- 
cerning regulation  of  fisheries  in  Merrimack  river        .         .      913 

requested  to  issue  proclamation  against  interference  in  the  dis- 
pute between  the  states  of  New  York  and  Vermont     .         .914 
Governor  and  council  requested  to  appoint  a  preacher  of  the  election 

sermon  if  Mr.  Heflkmenway  declines 914 

Governor  Stoughton's  lot,  now  known  as  Brown's  lot,  line  to  be  run 

through,  as  agreed  upon 440 

Grafton  Indians,  trustees  of,  may  sell  land  of  Joseph  Aaron  .  .  336 
Granby  and  South  Hadley,  boundary  line  between,  changed  .  .  333 
Grand  juroi's,  fees  of 21 
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Page 

Granger,  Aaron,  estate  of 476 

Granger,  Marj%  may  execute  deed  of  land  to  Elijah  Robbins      .         .  476 

Gi'ant,  Benajah,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 856 

Gray,  Joshua,  granted  a  pension 191 

Great  Britain,  products  of,  brought  into  the  Commonwealth  to  be 

condemned  and  forfeited        .......  84 

restrictions  on  trade  with  subjects  of,  to  be  removed      .        .  791 

Green,  Paul,  estate  of 888 

Greenough,  John,  estate  of 343 

Greenwich,  town  of,  fine  abated 804 

Greenwood,    William,  may  take  to  Nova   Scotia  in  his   schooner 

necessary  articles  for  poor  families  there  .  .  .  .270 
Green  and  Walker's  or  Fort  Shirley,  lands  of,  may  be  assessed  by 

town  of  Charlemont 328 

Grout,  Jasper,  may  exchange  land  with  estate  of  Shubael  Nason       .  432 

Grover,  Thomas,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 857 

Grow,  Edward,  appointed  agent  for  York  county       ....  437 

Grow,  William,  allowance  to 223 

Guardian,  foreign,  to  give  bond 72 

Guardians  to  minors  and  others,  to  be  appointed  by  the  judge  of 

probate 591 

Guerard,  Benjamin,  governor  of  South  Carolina,  letter  to  be  sent  to  898 

Gunpowder,  storage  of ,  in  Boston 119 

Gurnet,  fort  at  the,  coast  guards  at 262 

Gurnet,  light-house  at  the,  to  be  repaired 711 


H. 

Habeas  corpus,  privileges  of  writ  of,  suspended  .        .         .         .  6,  105 

Hagget,  Phebe,  guardian  of,  may  sell  real  estate        ....       394 
Haldan,  John,  the  aged  parents  of,  may  remove  from  New  York  to 

Massachusetts 412 

Hale,  Daniel,  allowance  to 426 

Halifax,  town  of,  fines  abated 777 

execution  for  deficiency,  not  to  be  issued  against     .        .         .       752 

fine  remitted 686 

Hall,  Brian,  estate  of   .        . 682 

Elizabeth,  may  sell  land  and  building 209 

Sarah,  a  minor,  guardian  of,  may  sell  real  estate        .         .         .       334 
Hampshire  county,  rioters,  etc.,  in,  pardoned,  except  Sar^uel  Ely     .        81 

tax  granted  to .         .        .366,808 

town  of  Middlefleld  annexed  to 133 

part  of  Berkshire  county  annexed  to 133 

committee  to  repair  to,  and  inquire  into  grounds  of  dissatis- 
faction there    238,241,248 

proceedings  of  committee  highly  approved       ....      279 
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Hampshire  county,  allowance  for  expenses  of  persons  assembled  in 

defence  of  the  government 405 

committee  for  sale  of  absentees'  estates  in,  granted  further 

time  to  bring  in  their  accounts 732 

Hancock,  town  of,  execution  against,  recalled    ....       824,  858 

Harding,  John,  estate  of 453 

Harpswell,  town  of,  tax  abated 286,  329 

abatement  of  two  men 432 

Harrington,  Jonathan,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 367 

Harrington,  Samuel,  estate  of 398 

Harris,  Sarah,  deed  of  land  to 760 

Hart,  Joseph,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 857 

Hartford,  delegates  to  proceed  to,  to  devise  a  method  of  uniform 

taxation 382 

resolve  repealed 482 

Hartshorn,  Coi'p.  John,  allowance  to 856 

Hartshorn,  Sergt.  Moses,  allowance  to 855 

Harvard,  town  of,  fine  abated 825,  904 

Harvard  college,  lands  of,  in  Hopkinton  and  Upton,  to  be  taxed  for 

seven  years 203 

may  convey  land  to  John  Peabody 147 

grants  to  president  and  fellows  of 727 

Harwich,  town  of,  execution  against,  recalled 433 

execution  against,  stayed 845 

Harwood,  Peter,  to  be  discharged  of  a  mortgage  deed  given  to  Col. 

William  Brattle,  an  absentee 863 

Haskell,  Elias,  estate  of 351 

Hatch,  Jabez,  late  D.  Q.  M.  G.,  grant  to,  to  proceed  to  congress  to 

solicit  payment  for  transportation  of  stores  to  the  army  .  840 
Hathaway,  Capt.  Isaac,  may  give  note  in  payment  for  an  absentee's 

estate 299 

Hathaway,  Mary,  may  go  to  New  York,  not  to  return  without  leave,  189 

Hathorn,  Micah  and  others,  order  on  petition  of  ...  .  249 
Haven,  John,  administrator  on  estate  of  Prince  Frederick,  may  sell 

real  estate ,  .         .         .        .  471 

Haverhill,  town  of,  valuation  corrected 242 

Hawley,  Joseph,  commissioner  on  New  York  boundary  line       .        .  651 

allowance  to 883 

Haws,  Amos,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 876 

Ichabod,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 585 

James,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 857 

Hay,  James,  late  of  Stoneham,  estate  of 216 

Hayward,  Elias,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 856 

Haywood,  Seth,  granted  a  new  trial 245 

Heard,  Nathaniel,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 163 

Heath,  Major-general,  and  others,  memorial  concerning  half  pay  for 

life,  etc.,  for  soldiers 317,409 
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Page 

Hedge,  Elisha,  allowance  of  claim  out  of  estate  of  Dauiel  Murray, 

au  absentee .         .         .717 

Hedges,  Silas,  v.  Samuel  Tarljell,  alias  execution  may  be  issued       .  410 

Henderson,  Surah,  may  go  to  Halifax,  not  to  return  witliout  leave  .  186 
Hendley,  Samuel,  collector  of  excise  for  Middlesex  county,  to  be 

uotitied  of  election 37G 

Heusliaw,  Andrew,  cleric  of  the  supreme  judicial  court,  allowance 

for  services 239 

Hensliaw,  Samuel,  collector  of  excise  for  Suffolli  county,  to  be  noti- 

tied  of  election 375 

Herring  pond  Indians,  laud  of,  may  be  sold  for  payment  of  services 

of  missionary 676 

Hersey,  Natlianiel.  c.  James  Howard  and  others,  defendants,  granted 

a  new  trial 323 

Hewes,  Benjamin,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 856 

Hewes,  Robert,  a  glass  house  to  l)e  built  in  Boston  fi'om  proceeds  of 

a  lottery,  for  the  use  of 121 

Hey  wood,  Setli,  to  be  notified  to  appear  at  general  court  .         .         .  236 

Hickey,  Dauiel,  a  soldier,  granted  a  pension 274 

Hickson,  Isaac,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 856 

Higginson,  Stephen,  delegate  in  congress,  allowances  to    .         .       323,  816 

Hill,  Alexander,  allowance  to 207 

Hill,  Jonathan,  estate  of 457 

Hills,  Samuel,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 856 

Hinckley,  Samuel,  allowance  to 766 

Hinds,  Lieut.  Bartlett,  granted  a  pension 876 

Hixson,  Samuel,  guardian  to  children  of,  may  sell  land  .  .  .  210 
Hodgon,  Capt.  Alexander,  manager  of  lottery  for  building  a  glass 

house 122 

Hodgon,  Timothy,  to  be  given  deed  of  land  purchased  of  Sir  William 

Pepperell 401 

Hodge,  Michael,  appointed  manager  of  lottery  for  repairing  bridge 

over  river  Parker 310 

Hogoboom,  Jeremiah,  action  against,  removed  from  Hampshire  to 

Berkshire  county 108 

Hoit,  Ezra,  head  of  a  class  in  Lanesborough,  fine  abated  .        .        .  764 

Holbrook,  Henry,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 857 

Holden,  Capt.  Aaron,  to  be  supplied  with  cloth,  etc.        .         .         .  322 

Holden,  Lieut.  Aaron,  to  be  paid  his  wages 348 

Holden,  Lieut. -Col.  Benjamin,  and  others,  allowance  for  deprecia- 
tion of  wages 369 

Holland,  district  of,  incorporated 502 

Holman,  Nathaniel,  estate  of 462 

Holms,  William,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 762 

Holten,  Samuel,  delegate  in  congress,  allowances  to  .  .  323,  462,  869 
Hooper,  Joseph,  absentee,  estate  of 208,  429 
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470, 


Hopkins,  John,  commissary  of  prisoners,  grant  to,  for  fitting  out  a 

cartel  for  exchange  of  naval  prisoners 

Louisa,  land  of,  may  be  sold  by  guardian        .... 

Thomas,  naturalized 

Hopkinton  and  Upton,  lands  of  Harvard  college  in,  to  be  taxed 

Hosley,  Aaron,  estate  of 

Hosmer,  Joseph,  of  committee  on  accounts  for  support  of  indigent 

persons    

House  of  representatives,  pay  of  members,        235,  24:1,  248,  303,  347, 
462,470,477,714,780,871. 

compensation  of  clerk 241,  347 

Hovey,  Capt.  Thomas,  allowance  to 

How,  Jonas,  guardian,  may  sell  laud  of  heirs  of  Belcher  Richards 
How,  William,  dischai-ged  from  certain  obligations   . 

Howard,  Isaac,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 

James,  and  others,  granted  a  new  trial     .... 

Capt:  Samuel,  allowance  to        .....         . 

William,  to  expedite  payment  of  taxes     .... 

Howardstown  or  Canaan,  plantation  of,  may  assess  themselves  for 
the  support  of  a  gospel  minister    .... 

Howe,  Gardner,  a  soldier,  allowance  to       ...        . 

King,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 

Solomon,  a  soldier,  allowance  to       ...         . 
Howlaud,  Daniel,  Jr.,  to  collect  taxes  in  the  village  of  Apponegan- 

set  in  town  of  Dartmouth 

Hoyt,  Moses,  appointed  manager  of  lottery  for  repairing  bridge  over 

the  river  Parker 

Hubbard,  Jonas,  estate  of 

Hubbardston,  town  of,  fines  abated 

Hudson's  river,  claims  to  lands  lying  west  of      .         .        . 
Hull,  town  of,  militia  on  duty  at,  to  be  discharged     . 

deficiencies  of  beef  abated          ..... 
Humble,  Capt.  Michael,  may  dispose  of  cordage,  etc.,  to  the  con- 
tinental agent  

in  command  of  flag  of  truce  not  to  depart  without  leave 
Huimewell,   Richard,    v.    William    Hunnewell,   court    may    rectify 
judgment,  etc.  ....... 

Hunt,  Elijah,  collector  of  excise  for  Hampshire  county,  to  be  notified 

of  election 

John,  V.  David  Ropes,  new  judgment  may  be  entered 

Mary,   and    Elizabeth  Chamberlain    may  purchase  house  in 

Hanover  street,  Boston 

William,  manager  for  building  North  mills  in  Boston 
Hunter,  Edward,  may  be  licensed  to  keep  a  tavern  in  Concord  . 
Hunter,  Col.  James  and  soldiers  in  Lincoln  county  to  be  discharged, 
Hussey,  Stephen,  to  repair  light-house  on  island  of  Nantucket . 
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Hutchinson,  Eliakim,  absentee,  claims  against  estate  of    . 

Foster,  of  Halifax,  governor  to  secure  probate  records  of 
Suflblk  county,  said  to  be  in  possession  of    . 

Thomas,  late  governor  of  the  province  of  the  Massachusetts 
ba3',  letters  of,  in  possession  of  Samuel  Dexter,  and  others, 
to  be  returned,  without  delay,  to  the  secretary's  office  . 


Page 
830 


763 


ce  of 


I. 

Imlay,  William,  commissioner  to  settle  accounts  between  the  state 

and  the  United  States 700, 

Imported  goods,  the  United  States  empowered  to  levy  duties  upon 
Impost  laid  on  goods,  wares,  etc.,  of  European  and  India  production 
Impost  and  excise  duties  laid  upou  certain  articles 
Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America,  celebration  of  anni- 
versary of 

Indian,  Jolm  Vincent,  to  be  discharged  from  confinement  in  Boston 

jail 

Indians,  Amascoggin,  certain  articles  to  be  sold  to,  at  a  reasonable 
price,  to  be  paid  for  in  furs  and  skins    . 

Grafton,  trustees  of,  may  sell  land  of  Joseph  Aaron 

Herring   pond,  land  may  be  sold  for  payment  of  servi 
missionary 

Moheakunnuk,  in  Stockbridge,  sales  of  land  by 

Natick,  estate  of  Daniel  Thomas       .... 

Natick,  guardians  may  sell  land  to  pay  certain  debts 

Natick,  guardians  may  sell  lands  of  Mary  Obsco 

Oneida,  to  be  furnished  with  horses,  etc. 

Penobscot,  Capt.  Neptune,  to  be  given  certain  clothing 

Penobscot,  allowance  to  missionary  to      .         .         . 

Penobscot,  Juniper  Berthiaume,  instructor  to,  reinstated,  etc. 

Penobscot,  chiefs  of,  to  be  supplied  with  clothing    . 

Penobscot,  to  be  supplied  with  muskets  and  ammunition 

Punkapoag,  guardians  dismissed  and  committee  appointed  to 

settle  accounts 

Ingersoll,  John,  manager  of  lottery  for  bridge  over  Westfield  river 
Interest  on  loans,  etc.,  limited  to  six  per  cent,  per  annum 

Intestate  estates,  descent  of 

Ipswich,  town  of,  valuation  corrected 

Ivers,  Thomas,  assistant  treasurer,  to  sign  receipts,  etc. 

elected  treasurer  and  receiver-general 

allowance  to,  as  assistant  treasurer  . 

may  take  possession  of  house  lately  occupied  by  the  late 
treasurer 
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Page 

Jackson,  Capt.  Thomas,  allowance  for  depreciation  of  bills       .        .  467 

Jackson,  William,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 856 

Jailers,  fees  of 21 

Jenkins,  John,  allowance  for  flour  loaned  for  use  of  the  continent    .  216 

Jewett,  Aaron,  administrator,  may  sell  real  estate      ....  269 

Jones,  Comfoi't,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 675 

Elijah,  will  of,  may  be  approved  by  judge  of  probate       .        .  414 
Samuel  Payne,  and  other  non-commissioned  officers,  etc.,  to 

be  supplied  with  rations 694 

Thomas,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 762 

Judge  of  probate,  fees  of 12 

Judgment  against  estate,  etc.,  of  deceased  persons  when  executor, 

etc. ,  neglects  to  prosecute  or  defend 647 

Judgments  in  favor  of  the  Commonwealth,  method  of  satisfying      .  644 

Jurors,  grand,  fees  of 21 

Jui'ors  for  trial,  fees  of 21 

Justices  of  court  of  common  pleas,  fees  of 14 

Justices  of  the  peace,  certain  powers  vested  in,  in  criminal  cases       .  629 

fees  of 11 

may  take  recognizances  for  the  payment  of  debts    ...  54 

powers  and  duties  of,  in  civil  actions,  defined  ....  605 

Justices  of  the  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  fees  of  .         .  15 

Justices  of  the  supreme  judicial  court,  fees  of    .         .         .        .         .  16 
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Keeler,  Joseph,  administrator  on  estate  of,  may  execute  a  deed  of 

land 

Kelley,  James,  passport  to,  to  return  to  Nova  Scotia 

Kellogg,  Daniel,  estate  of 

Kempton,  Col.  Manasseh,  to  remove  the  stock  from  the  Elizabeth 

islands  to  the  main  land 

Kendal,  Ezra,  guardian  to  Phebe  Hagget,  may  sell  real  estate 
Kendal,  Ezra,  guardian  to  minor  children  of  James  Blanchard,  may 

sell  real  estate 

Kendall,  Samuel,  grant  of  land  to,  confirmed  to  assignees  of 
Kent,  Joseph,  title  to  land  confirmed  . 

Moses,  title  to  land  confirmed    . 

Richard,  estate  of       ...         . 

Stephen,  title  to  land  confirmed 
Keyes,  Danforth,  to  expedite  payment  of  tax 

Eben,  a  soldier,  allowance  to     . 

Ephralm,  grant  of  land  to,  confirmed 

Jonathan,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 
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Kilkerson,  David,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 
Kimball,  Caleb,  allowance  to 

Jonathan,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 

Nathaniel,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 
King,  John,  allowance  to      .         .         . 
King,  Paul,  to  be   removed  from  jail  at  Northampton  to  be 

where  confined        .... 
Kingman,  David,  to  expedite  paj^ment  of  tax 
Kingsbury,  Joseph,  set  off  from  Walpole  and  annexed  to 

parish  in  Dedham 

Knight,  Deborah,  may  dispose  of  a  piece  of  land 
Knowles,  James,  real  estate  of,  in  Eastham  maj^  be  sold 
Knowlton,  Peter,  a  soldier,  allowance  to     . 
Kollock,  Lemuel,  to  pay  certain  taxes  into  the  treasury 
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L. 

Laboratory,  stores  at,  to  be  turned  over  to  the  commissary-general  688 

Lancaster,  town  of ,  lottery  granted  for  rebuilding  bridges  in    .         .  110 

proceedings  against  assessors  of,  stayed 327 

courts  for  probate  of  wills  at 335 

fine  abated 696 

Land  in  the   county  of  York,  title  confirmed  to   claimants  under 

Nicholas  Shapleigh 75 

title  conJtrmed  to  claimants  under  William  and  Bridget  Phillips  73 

committee  to  make  partition  of 355 

Lands  of  the  Commonwealth,  in  the  three  eastern  counties,  committee 

to  examine  into  trespasses  and  illegal  entries         .         .       799,  895 
directions  to  committee  to  examine  into  trespasses  and  illegal 

entries 729,  890 

taken  possession  of,  by  subjects  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 

facts  to  be  ascertained  and  reported 786 

Lands  lying  west  of  Hudson's  river,  committee  to  examine  and  state 

the  claims  to 735 

Lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  devises  and  bequests  of,  to  be 

in  writing,  etc. 551 

Lands  or  other  real  estate,  partition  of 579,  603 

Lands,  wharves  and  other  real  estate,  lying  in  common,  manage- 
ment of 595 

Lanesborough,  town  of,  fine  abated 764 

Langdon,  Dr.  Samuel,  late  president  of  Harvard  college,  allowance  to.  904 

Laws  that  are  expired  or  near  expiring  revived  and  continued        105,  500 
Learned,  Thomas,  claim  of,  against  estate  of  Eliakim  Hutchinson, 

absentee 699 

Le  Ballister,  Charles,  certain  depositions  maj'  be  used,  in  action 

against 331 

Lebanon,  town  of,  execution  against,  to  be  stayed     ....  441 
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Lee,  Hon.  Arthur,  committee  for  laying  out  land  granted  to      .        .  430 

John,  absentee,  estate  of 345 

Joseph,  agent  for  estate  of  Joseph  Hooper,  absentee,  may  de- 
fend all  suits  against  the  estate 208 

Samuel,  estate  of 456 

Lefavor,  Joseph,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 763 

Leicester  and  Oxford,  boundary  line  between     .....  440 

Leicester  academy,  incorporated 657 

Leonard,  Daniel,  absentee,  estate  of 390 

Eliphalet,  manager  of  lottery  for  repair  of  bridge  over  Aga- 

wam  river        ..........  76 

Samuel,  to  be  prevented  from  being  a  sufferer  in  purchasing 

beef  for  the  United  States 418 

Letter  to  delegates  in  congress  concerning  journals          .        .        .  222 
to  delegates  in  congress  respecting  conductors  of  ox  teams  in 

the  year  1781 837 

to  congress  from  the  legislature,  relative  to  old  emission  of 

money,  Penobscot  expedition  and  bounties    ....  792 

to  congress  concerning  Lieut. -Col.  Ezra  Badlam       .        .        .  884 
to  delegates  in  congress  concerning  claims  against  the  United 

States 911 

to  Gen.  George  "Washington,  from  the  general  court         .         .  726 

Lewis,  John,  to  expedite  payment  of  taxes 253 

Lewis,  Thomas,  guardian  of,  maj'^  sell  real  estate        .         .         .     '    .  448 

Lexington,  town  of,  fine  abated 830 

Leyden,  district  of,  incorporated 616 

Light-house  at  entrance  of  Boston  harbor,  to  be  rebuilt    .         .       711,  773 

to  be  supplied  with  wood  and  candles 813 

Light-house  at  Sandy  point,  Nantucket,  to  be  erected         .        .        .  815 

Light-house  at  Thatcher's  island,  paj-ment  for  repairs  on  .         .        .  807 

at  Thatcher's  island,  to  be  supplied  with  wood  and  candles      .  813 

at  Thatcher's  island,  Nantucket  and  the  Gurnet,  to  be  repaired  711 

Light-houses,  duty  on  vessels  for  support  of 543 

oil  to  be  purchased  for 785 

Limitation  of  personal  actions,  relating  to 652 

Lincoln  county,  court  of  common  pleas  in,  to  proceed  to  the  hearing 

of  certain  complaints 345 

execution  against,  stayed 229 

tax  granted         . 292 

soldiers  under  Col.  James  Hunter  in,  to  be  discharged     .         .  327 
executions  against  towns  in,    for  not  procuring  beef,  sus- 
pended            798,  910 

martial  law  exercised  in,  by  Brig. -Gen.  Wadsworth,  limits 

defined 431 

Lincoln  and  Concord,  towns  of,  rebuilding  and  repairing  bridges  in  545 

Lincoln,  Capt.  Amos,  company  of,  to  be  supplied  with  clothing        .  451 

and  his  company  to  be  paid  their  depreciation  notes        .        .  193 
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Lincoln,  Capt.  Araos,  pay  established 307 

to  be  discharged 695 

Lincoln,  Benjamin,  and  others,  committee  to  settle  certain  accounts, 

discharged  from  any  demands 401 

Lincoln,  Levi,  to  expedite  payment  of  tax 253 

allowance  to  pay  bills  of  costs  on  libels   against  estates   of 

absentees 413 

Lithgow,  Major  William,  granted  a  pension 686 

Little,  Capt.  George,  commander  of  the  sloop  of  war  Wiuthrop        .  468 
Little  Falls,  plantation  of,  relating  to  land   claimed  by  Lady  Pep- 

perell  in 460 

Littleton,  town  of,  fines  abated 758,  827 

Liquors,  wines,  tobacco,  etc.,  duties  of  excise  on       ....  92 
Loan  of   £20,000,  for  use  of  the  United  States,  to  be  obtained  in 

anticipation  of  receipts  from  tax 42 

Loan,  bills  from  national  bank  of  America  to  be  received  on      .         .  259 

Loans,  interest  on,  not  to  exceed  ten  per  cent,  per  annum        .        .  638 

Lock,  Corp.  Ebenezer,  Jr.,  granted  a  pension 878 

Longfellow,  Stephen,  Jr.,  to  expedite  payment  of  tax        .         .         .  253 

Longmeadow,  town  of,  incorporated 537 

Long  wharf  in  Boston,  lottery  for  repair  of,  managers  appointed     .  228 

Loomiss,  Asher,  estate  of 823 

Lopez,  Aaron,  estate  of 417 

Lord's  day,  more  effectual  provision  for  the  due  observation  of        .  63 

Lord,  Aaron,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 763 

Joseph,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 763 

Moses,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 763 

Loring,  Susannah,  guardian  of,  may  sell  real  estate   ....  367 

Lottery  for  repairing,  etc.,  bridge  over  Agawam  river        ...  76 

for  repairing  bridge  over  the  river  Parker  in  the  county  of 

Essex 45,  310,  426 

for  rebuilding  bridges  in  town  of  Lancaster     .         .         .         .110 

for  rebuilding  bridges  and  highway  in  Winchendon  .  .  489 
for  rebuilding  a  bridge  over  Westfield  river  .  .  .  .491 
for  building  a  glass  house,  and  promoting  the  manufacture  of 

glass  in  Boston 121 

for  rebuilding  the  North  mills  in  Boston  ....       118,  428 

for  repair  of  Long  wharf  in  Boston,  managers  appointed        .  228 

Lovell,  James,  receiver  of  continental  taxes,  to  receive  £200,000      232,  354 

order  to  be  procured  upon,  to  pay  note  given  by  the  treasurer 

of  the  United  States  in  behalf  of  this  Commonwealth  .         .  803 

Low,  Peter,  a  soldier,  allowance  to      ......         .  763 

Lowell,  John,  of  committee  to  examine,  etc.,  claims  to  lands  lying 

west  of  Hudson's  river 735 

Lucas,  John,  commissary  of  pensions,  to  report  to  secretary  of  con- 
gress a  report  of  all  his  doings 360 
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Ludden,  Levi,  estate  of 

Lumber,  to  be  surveyed 

Lumber,  penalty  for  exportation  of,  without  survey  . 
Luramus,  Isaac,  a  soldier,  allowance  to       .         .         . 
Lunenburg,  proprietors  of  town  of,  petitioners  for  new  trial,  etc. 
Lunt,  Ezra,  may  be  licensed  an  inuholder  in  Newburyport 

Lyman,  Timothy,  allowance  to     . 

Lyman,  William,  allowance  to 

Lynn,  town  of,  valuation  corrected 

and  district  of  Lynnfleld,  fine  remitted      .... 

north  parish  of,  erected  a  district  by  name  of  Lynnfleld   . 
Lynnfleld,  district  of,  incorporated 

fine  remitted 

assessors  may  assess  certain  classes  in      . 
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M. 

Machias,  town  of,  removing,  etc.,  public  stores  from  post  at     .       735,  900 
accounts  witli   Commonwealth  to  be   settled;    clothing  for 

soldiers  to  be  furnished 330 

courts  to  be  established  at 774 

Mahoney,  Jeremiah,  and  other  non-commissioned  ofticers,  etc.,  to  be 

supplied  with  rations , .         .         .  694 

Man,  Theodore,  v.  Edward  Brinley,  plaintiflT  may  file  his  complaint 

for  aflirmation  of  judgment 850 

Manchester,  town  of,  valuation  corrected 242 

Manning,  widow,  and  children  may  be    removed    from   town   of 

Charlton  to  the  town  of  Dudley 459 

Manufactory-house,  room  in,  may  be  used  by  academy  of  arts  and 

sciences  and  the  Massachusetts  medical  society     .         .         .  465 
Marblehead,  town  of,  to  pay  into  the  treasury  certain  bills  of  the 
old  and  new  emissions  and  be  discharged  from  public  taxes 

and  fines  ...........  859 

coast-guards  at 262 

committee  to  view  the  situation  at 751 

valuation  corrected 242 

Mardele,  Francis,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 876 

Marine  society  at  Salem,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  charter  amended  576 

Maritime  court  of  the  middle  district  to  be  held  at  Salem,  adjourned  187 

Market  in  Boston  regulated 564 

Marlborough,  certain  inhabitants  of,  Avith  the  south  parish  of  Bol- 
ton, made  into  the  district  of  Berlin 620 

Marlborough  and  Stow,  towns  of,  boundary  line  between,  established  531 

Marriages,  fees  for ...  21 

Marshall,  Col.  Thomas,  to  be  allowed  for  his  depreciation  note         .  203 

Marshfleld  and  Scituate,  towns  of,  boundary  line  between,  settled    .  313 
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Martha's  Vineyard,  island  of,  losses  of  property,  returns  to  be  made, 

etc 774 

payment  for  cattle,  etc.,  taken  from,  by  General  Gray  for  use 

of  British  forces 288 

pilotage  regulated 551,  639 

Martial  law,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  exercised  by  Brigadier-General 

Wadsworth,  limits  defined 431 

Martindale,  Elisha,  conveyance  of  land  to 373 

Martyn,  John,  settlement  of  estate  without  division  of  the  land        .  195 
Massachusetts  line  of  the  army,  governor  requested  to  procure  regu- 
lar returns  of 233 

officers  to  apply  for  adjustment  of  their  accounts     .         .         .  408 
account  of  payments  and  supplies  for,  to  be  forwarded  to  the 

continental  pavmaster-general .291 

gratuities  to  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates        .        .  412 

to  receive  three  months'  pay 689 

officers  and  soldiers  of,  that  may  arrive  in  town  to  be  supplied 

with  rations 695 

Massachusetts  bank,  incorporated 559 

to  prevent  frauds  on 633 

Massachusetts  medical  society  maj"^  use  a  room  in  tlie  manufactory- 
house       465 

Mather,    Samuel,   manager   of    lottery  for    bridge   over  Westfield 

river 491 

Mattakessett  creeks  inEdgartown,  Proprietors  of,  incorporated       .  496 

Mayo,  Simeon,  r.  estate  of  Francis  Waldo,  absentee ....  414 

M'Clellan,  Lieut.  Joseph,  allowance  to 874 

McCobb,  William,  petition  and  order  of  notice  that  an  award  may  be 

vacated    ...........  366 

McFarland,  Capt.  Walter,  petition  to  draw  wages  of  Solomon  Walker, 

and  order  of  notice 473 

McNeil,  Jolin,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 763 

Medical  society,  Massachusetts  may  use  a  room  in  the  manufac- 
tory-house          465 

Mead,  David,  petition  for  a  new  trial  and  order  of  notice  .         .         .  839 

Medumcook,  town  of,  execution  against,  stayed        ....  776 
Melvil,   Maj.   Thomas,   manager  of    lottery  for  building  a  glass 

house 122 

Mendon,  town  of,  portion  of  fine  abated      ...         ...  826 

Mendon,  first  congregational  society  in,  incorporated        .         .         .  622 

Merchant,  Isabel,  guardian  to  Hannali  Ward,  may  sell  real  estate      .  755 

Merreck,  Thomas,  annexed  to  north  parish  of  Willjraham          .         .  5 

Merrifield,  Francis,  a  soldier,  an  allowance  to 763 

Merrimack  river,  fisheries  in,  regulated 546 

state  of  New  Hampshire  requested  to  pass  a  law,  etc.       .        789,  913 

Merryfleld,  plantation  of,  taxes  abated 486 

Mervin,  Joseph,  estate  of 867 
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Message  of  the  general  court  to  the  governor  concerning  the  birth 

of  a  Dauphin  of  France ,247 

Messenger  to  the  general  court.     (See  William  Baker.) 

Metcalf,  Benjamin,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 857 

Lieut.  Samuel,  allowance  to 857 

Titus,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 857 

Methuen,  town  of,  fines  remitted 817,  906 

valuation  corrected 242 

Middleborough,   certain  classes   in,   to  be    discharged  on  muster- 
master's  receipts 767 

Middlesex  county,  accounts  of  treasurer  allowed        ....  287 

allowance  to  treasurer  of 743 

tax  granted  to 295,  754 

courts  of  common  pleas  and  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace 

in,  adjourned 337 

Middlefield,  town  of,  incorporated 133 

Middleton,  town  of,  valuation  corrected 242 

Mighill,  Aaron,  v.  John  Torrey,  petition  that  judgment,  etc.,  be  sus- 
pended, and  order  of  notice     910 

Militia,  forming  and  regulating ;  collection  of  fines,  etc.    .        .         .  148 
to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  march  for  defence  of  the 

fleet  in  Boston  harbor 266 

may  be  ordered  by  governor  to  march  into  other  states  to  do 

duty  not  exceeding  one  month 266 

on  duty  at  Hull  to  be  discharged,  and  the  French  commissary 

to  be  repaid  provisions  supplied 311 

in  Berkshire  and  Hampshire  counties  to  hold  themselves  in 

readiness  to  march  to  Saratoga,  etc 351 

Militia  act,  to  be  printed  and  distributed 465 

Miller,  Robert,  a  pensioner,  grant  to 802 

Miller,  Robert,  may  be  licensed  to  keep  a  tavern  in  Colrain        .        .  454 
Minors,  guardians  to,  to  be  appointed  by  the  judge  of  probate  .         .  591 
Miuot,  George  Richards,  elected  clerk  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives           187 

compensation  of 241,  347,  471,  733,  784 

Mitchell,  Ebenezer,  guardian  to  William  Mitchell,  may  sell  real  estate  450 

Nathan,  v.  Briggs,  Tiiomas,  cause  to  be  continued  .         .         .  233 

Nathan,  to  receive  continental  bills  and  become  non-suit         .  279 

Moheakunnuk  Indians  in  Stockbridge,  sales  of  land  by      .        .         .  578 

Money,  old  emission  of,  letter  to  congress  concerning        .        .        .  792 

Montague,  Zabina,  to  expedite  payment  of  tax 253 

Moor,  Josiah,  execution  against,  stayed,  and  order  of  notice     .         .  758 

Morrll,  Joseph,  to  expedite  payment  of  tax 253 

Morris.  Robert,  method  proposed  by,  for  payment  of  soldiers  of  the 

American  array,  disapproved 720 

Morse,  John,  of  Washington,  to  be  forwarded  to  the  muster-master 

at  Springfield 336 
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Morse,  Obediah,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 856 

Morse,  Samuel,  a  soldier,  allowauce  to 856 

Mosely,  David,  to  expedite  payment  of  tax 253 

David,  manager  of  lottery  for  bridge  over  Westfleld  river        .  491 

Moulton,  Johnson,  sheriff  of  York  county,  grant  to    ....  847 
Munro,  Kebeliah,  to  be  paid  depreciation   notes  given  to  her  late 

husband  Capt.  Edmund  Munro 201 

Murray,  Daniel,  absentee,  estate  of 717 

Elizabeth,  may  have  apparel  and  books  brought  in  a  cartel 

from  Halifax  ..........  435 

John,  absentee,  estate  of 299,  482,  769 

Murraylleld,  town  of,  name  changed  to  Chester 113 


Nantucket,  light-house  to  be  repaired 711 

memorial,  of  inhabitants  of,  concerning  the  fisheries,  to  be 

transmitted  to  delegates  in  congress 319 

Nason,  Shubael,  estate  of     . 432 

Natick  Indians,  Mary  Obsco,  guardians  may  sell  lands  of  .         .        .  740 

Daniel  Thomas,  estate  of 862 

guardians  of,  may  sell  land  to  pay  certain  debts        .        .         .691 

National  bauk  of  America,  bills  of,  may  be  received  on  loan    .         .  259 

Naturalization  of  foreigners 9,  10,  660 

Naushan,  island  of,  payment  to  be  procured  for  cattle  taken  from  416 

Naval  officers,  may  go  on  board  cartels  without  special  permit .         .  292 

fees  of 22 

to  enter  and  clear  all  British  vessels 674 

to  omit  certain  words,  etc.,  in  registers,  as  restrict  trade  with 

the  subjects  of  Great  Britain 791 

Needham,  town  of,  tax  abated 403 

Needham,  Benjamin,  and  David  Felt,  may  fit  out  flag  of  truce  to 

Halifax, 321 

Neponset  river,  preservation  of  alewife  fisheries  in    .        .         .         40,  C53 
Neptune,   Captain,   a    Penobscot    Indian,    certain  clothing    to    be 

delivered  to 379 

New  Braintree,  town  of,  fines  abated 830,  844 

valuation  of, 239 

Newbury,  town  of,  valuation  corrected 242 

Newburyport,  town  of,  valuation  corrected 242 

Newcastle,  town  of,  execution  against,  sta3'ed 776 

Newcomb,  Silas,  a  prisoner  in  Boston,  may  be  admitted  to  bail         .  234 

Newell,  Eliphalet,  of  Charlestown,  may  be  licensed  to  keep  a  tavern  913 

New  Salem,  town  of,  fine  remitted 811 

New  Suncook,  plantation  of,  allowed  further  time  to  complete  their 

settlement 809 
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Newton,  Calvin,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 367 

Marshall,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 367 

Seth,  guardian  to  Thomas  Lewis,  may  sell  real  estate       .        .  448 

Newtown,  town  of,  executions  against,  to  be  discharged  .         .         .  710 

fine  abated 700 

New  York  and  Massachusetts,  boundary  line  between,  commissioners 

appointed  ........        651,  735,  778 

New  York  and  Vermont,  states  of,  governor  requested  to  issue  proc- 
lamation against  interference  in  dispute  between  .        .         .  914 
Nichols,  James,  assistant  commissary  of  purchases,  allowance  to     .  825 
James,  complaint  against,  for  not  prosecuting  an  appeal,  may 

be  entered  in  court  by  Barnabas  Brigham      ....  806 

James,  in  the  opinion  of  the  general  court,  is  holden  to  pay 

for  supplies  purchased  for  the  United  States         .         .         .  296 

Levi,  manager  of  lottery  for  bridges  in  Winchendon        .         .  489 

Nick,  Richard,  estate  of 434 

Nonsuch,  prize  brig,  prosecution  against,  to  be  continued        .         .  427 
North,  Joseph,  collector  of  excise  for  Lincoln  county,  to  be  notified 

of  election 375 

Northampton,  town  of,  to  be  supplied  with  gunpowder,  lead  aud 

flints 316 

Northborough  and  Westborough,  towns   of,   may  sell  ministerial 

lands  in    ..........         .  760 

Northbridge,  town  of,  warrant  to  be  drawn  in  favor  of  selectmen 

of,  for  payment  of  soldiers'  wages 421 

to  be  credited  for  deficiency  of  one  soldier       ....  885 
North  mills  in  Boston,  lottery  granted  for  rebuilding         .         .       118,  428 

North  Yarmouth,  town  of,  fine  abated 771 

Norton,   town  of.  The  Trustees  of  the  Congregational  parish  in, 

incorporated 124 

Norton,  Beriah,  may  go  to  New  York  to  procure  pay  for  cattle,  etc., 

taken  from  Martha's  Vineyard  for  use  of  British  forces  .  288 
Norton,  Beriah,  attorney-general  to  surcease  prosecution  against  .  742 
Notes  given  to  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army,  value  fixed  .  .  284 
Nourse,  John,  and  Thomas  Adams,  to  print  the  perpetual  laws,  etc.  903 
Nye,  Joseph,  to  expedite  payment  of  taxes  .....  253 
Joseph,  collector  of  excise  for  Barnstable  county,  to  be  noti- 
fied of  election 375 

Nathan,  Jr.,  established  collector  of  taxes  of  Sandwich  .         .  828 


o. 


Oakham,  town  of,  valuation  of 

Obsco,  Mary,  Natick  Indian,  guardians  may  sell  lands  of  . 
Old  emission  of  money,  letter  to  congress  concerning 
Old  paper  money,  letters  to  congress  concerning 


239 
740 
792 
304 
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Oliver,  Andrew,  allowance  to,  out  of  estate  of  William  Brattle         .  275 
Daniel,  real  estate  bequeathed  by,  for  education  of  four  chil- 
dren, may  be  sold 378 

Peter,  absentee,  estate  of 280,  713,  851 

Peter,  Jr.,  absentee,  estate  of 280,  713,  851 

Oneida  Indians,  to  be  furnished  with  horses,  etc.,  on  their  return  to 

their  possessions  in  Oneida  county 861 

Orange,  district  of,  incorporated 538 

Orue,  Joshua,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 763 

Oi'ne,  Samuel,  estate  of 463 

Orr,  Hugh,  to  sell  furnaces  at  Bridgewater 814 

Orr,  Robert,  guardian  to  children  of  Stephen  Whitman,  may  sell 

land  in  Bridgewater 206 

Osgood,  Samuel,  member  of  congress,  allowance  to    .         .         .         .  714 

Otis,  James,  estate  of 708 

Otis,  James,  claim  of,  against  estate    of    Charles  Ward  Apthorp, 

absentee 392 

Outlawry,  process  of,  directed  and  regulated 46 

Oxford,  town  of,  boundaries  to  be  established 439 

fine  abated 745 

execution  against,  stayed 814 

valuation  of 239 

Oxford  and  Charlton,  towns  of,  original  bounds  to  be  established  331 
Oxnard,  Martha,  may  go  to  her  husband  at  Penobscot       .        .        .271 


P. 

Paine,  Eobert  Treat,  attorney-general,  allowances  to          .         .       868,  902 

Dr.  William,  absentee,  estate  of 221 

William,  manager  of  lottery  for  rebuilding  North  mills   in 

Boston 119 

Paper  money,  old,  letters  to  congress  concerning        ....  304 

Pardy,  Aaron,  assistant  commissary,  allowance  for  services      .         .  213 

Parish,  second,  in  Amherst,  incorporated 377,  492 

North,  of  Lynn,  incorporated  a  district  by  name  of  Lynnfleld  26 
the  Congregational,  in  Norton,  incorporated     ....  124 
the  Trustees  of  the  Congregational,  in  Norton,  incorporated   .  124 
First,  in  Scarborough,  may  exchange  parsonage  land  for  cer- 
tain other  land 300 

Parishes,  North  and  south,  of  Sanford,  established    ....  25 

Xorth  and  south,  of  Wilbraham,  established     ....  5 

Park,  John,  of  Fitchburg,  estate  of 269 

Parker,  Caleb,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 367 

David,  with  his  lands,  set  off  from  the  district  of  Carlisle  and 

annexed  to  the  town  of  Chelmsford 121 

Nahum,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 367 
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Parker,  Nathaniel,  estate  of 383 

Parker,  Winslow,  letter  of  administration  to,  made  valid  .         .         .       383 
Pai'ker  river,  lottery  granted  for  i-epairing  bridge  over       .          45,  310,  426 
Parks,  Warham,  brigadier  of  Hampshire  county,  thanked  by  the  gen- 
eral court 206 

Partition  of  real  estate 579,  603 

Partridge,  George,  member  of  congress,  allowance  to         .        .       302,  769 

Ozias,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 367 

Samuel,  government  securities  of,  to  be  consolidated      .        .       225 
Corp.  Simeon,  allowance  to        ......         .       856 

Partridgefield,  Washington,  Worthington,  Chester,  Becket,  parts  of, 

with  Prescott's  grant,  erected  into  town  of  Middlefield,  and 

whole  annexed  to  Hampshire  county      .....       133 

Patcli,  Isaac,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 763 

Patten,  John,  Jr.,  and  Sarah  his  wife,  formerly  widow  of  Aaron 

Hasley,  may  sell  real  estate 466 

Paul,  Peter,  estate  of 685 

Pay,  William,  granted  a  pension 877 

Paymaster-general,  continental,  accounts  of  payments  for  the  army 

to  be  forwarded  to 291 

Payment  of  costs  in  criminal  suits 139,  628 

Pay  rolls,  committee  on,  appointed 190 

committee  on,  discontinued 283 

Pay  rolls  of  officers  and  soldiers  to  be  laid  before  the  governor  and 

council 733 

Peabody,  John,  land  may  be  conveyed  to,  by  Harvard  college   .         .       147 

Peace,  declaration  of,  celebrated 846 

Pearsontown,  plantation  of,  inhabitants  to  show  cause  why  thej' 

should  not  be  incorporated  into  a  town  ....       473 

Pease,  Joseph,  petition  of  Jonathan  Worthington  to  enter  action 

against,  and  oixler  of  notice 845 

Peck,  Shubael,  to  expedite  payment  of  taxes 253 

Pedrick,  John,  estate  of 741 

Peirce,  John,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 874 

Pelliam,  town  of,  fines  abated 753,  807 

Pembrolie,  town  of,  collection  of  taxes  in 681 

flne  remitted 812 

Penet.  Decosta,  brothers  and  company,  allowance  to  .         .        .       749 

Penniman,  Meshack,  and  Ruth,  his  wife  and  late  widow  of  Lemuel 

Dwelle,  may  sell  real  estate 464 

Penobscot  expedition,  loss  of  vessels  on      .....       771,849 

letter  to  congress  concerning 792 

payment  of  soldiers  of 905 

Penobscot,  post  at,  governor  requested  to  take  possession  upon  the 

evacuation  by  the  British  troops    .         .         735,  748,  788,  791,  811 

Penobscot  Indians,  allowance  to  missionary  to 224 

instructor  to,  reinstated,  etc 298 
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Penobscot  Indians,  clothing  for  Captain  Neptune       ....       379 

allowance  to  instructor  of G79 

clothing  to  be  furnished  to  chiefs  of ()79 

to  be  supplied  with  muslvets  and  ammunition   ....       679 
Penobscot  river,  petition  for  establishment  of  courts  to  have  juris- 
diction to  the  eastward  of 774 

PENSIONERS  : 

George  Bacon 235 

Nathaniel  Baker 872 

Corp.  John  Barberick 778 

John  Beverly 369 

Thomas  Bowling,  gunner's  mate 739 

Perez  Bradford 445 

Samuel  Bradish 272 

Lieut.  Samuel  Brown 788 

Lieut.-Col.  William  Buckrainster 843 

Joel  BuUard 810 

Corp.  Asahel  Cogswell 877 

Jonathan  Cogswell,  widow  of 470 

David  Cutler 467 

John  Duncan 218 

Capt.  Henry  Farwell 878 

George  Geyer 767 

Joshua  Gray 191 

Lieut.  Bartlett  Hinds 876 

Major  William  Lithgow 686 

Corp.  Ebenezer  Lock,  Jr 878 

Robert  Miller 802 

William  Pay 877 

Lieut.-Col.  Aaron  Rowley 759 

Benoni  Simmons,  Jr 819 

Sergt.  Simeon  Stephens 877 

Shubael  Taylor 2G9 

Lieut.  Jonathan  Warner 827 

Pensioners,  to  be   ascertained  if  pensions  granted  to,  should   be 

continued 234 

Pepperell,  Lady  Mary,  land  of,  relating  to 400,  779 

Perry,  James,  allowed  further  time  to  make  payment  to  committee  on 

the  sale  of  absentees'  estates  in  county  of  Bristol        .         .       736 

738 
856 
893 
652 
31 
856 


Rev.  Joseph,  guardian  to  heirs  of,  may  sell  land  in  Ashby 

Lot,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 

Seth,  to  be  apprehended  and  dealt  with  according  to  law 

Personal  actions,  limitation  of 

Personal  estate,  taken  on  execution,  appraisement  of 

Petty,  Timothy,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 

Phelps,    Oliver,    late   superintendent   of    purchases,   settlement   of 

accounts 709 
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Phillips,  Isaac,  allowance  to 334 

Jonathan,  guardian  to  heirs  of  Jonas  Hubbard,  may  sell  real 
estate       

Nathaniel,  liberated  from  certain  restrictions  upon  taking  an 
oath  of  allegiance 

William  and  Bridget,  title  to  lands  claiming  under,  confirmed, 

partition  of  lands  of 

Phips,  David,  absentee,  estate  of        .         .  '' 

Phipps,  John,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 

Pickering,  John,  administrator  of  estate  of  Samuel  Orne,  may  sell 
real  estate 

William,  may  file  certain  complaint,  etc 

Pilotage,  regulated 528,  550. 

Pilots  to  be  appointed 

Pindor,  Joseph,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 

Piracies  committed  on  the  high  seas,  courts  for  trial  of     . 

Pitts,  John,  manager  of  lottery  for  rebuilding  North  mills  in  Boston 

Pittsfield,  town  of,  fine  remitted 

Plantation,  Ashuelet  Equivalent,  incorporated  a  town  by  the  name 
of  Dalton 

Bakerstown,  executions  against,  to  be  stayed  .... 

Bridgeton,  land  in,  may  be  sold  Isy  Harvard  college  to  John 
Peabody  .        .         

Bridgeton,  records  of  proprietors  confirmed      ... 

Cambden,  execution  against,  to  be  stayed         .... 

Canaan  or  Howardstown,  may  assess  themselves  for  support 
of  a  gospel  minister 

Merryfield,  taxes  abated 

New  Suncook,  allowed   further  time  to  complete  settlement 

Pearsontown,  inhabitants  to  show  cause  why  they  should  not 

be  incorporated  into  a  town 

Plantations  unincorporated,  levying  and  collecting  tuxes  in 

Piatt,  Ezra,  absentee,  estate  of 

Plumb  island,  coast-guards  at 

Plumer,  Samuel,  estate  of 

Plymouth,  town  of,  first  and  third  precincts  in,  united 
Plymouth  company,  lands  claimed  by  . 
Plymouth  county,  treasurer's  accounts  allowed  . 

tax  granted  

Poland,  Bernard,  a  soldier,  allowance  to      . 
Pond,  Zebulon,  a  soldier,  allowance  to        .        .         . 
Pool,  Sally,  allowance  to,  from  estate  of  an  absentee 
Popkin,  Lieut. -Col.  John,  to  be  supplied  with  clothing  fo 
Popkin,  Lieut.-Col.  John,  to  be  paid  depreciation  note 
Porter,  Asaliel,  v.  Simon  Willard,  actions  removed  from 

to  Berkshire  county 

Porter,  Elisha,  to  expedite  payment  of  tax  . 


332, 
271, 


recruits 


Hampshire 
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222 
73 
355 
345 
762 

463 

381 
639 
528 
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116 
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907 

655 
900 

147 
140 
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758 
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80,9 

473 
77 
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262 
760 
655 
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482 
235 
344 

108 
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Porter,  Elislia,  sheriff  of  Hampshire,  thanked  by  the  general  court 

for  services      

allowance  for  expenses  for  refreshment  of  persons  assembled 

at  Northampton  in  support  of  the  government    . 

Potter,  Israel,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 

Potter,  William,  a  soldier,  allowance  to       ...         . 
Powder  belonging  to  the  Commonwealth,  to  he  inspected  by 

William  Burbeck 

Prat,  John,  a  soldier,  allowance  to       ....         . 

Pratt,  Nathan,  a  soUlier,  allowance  to 

]*ray,  Joshua,  collector,  execution  against,  stayed 

Prebble,  Capt.  John,  allowance  to 

Precinct,  first,  in  Plymouth,  formed  by  union  of  the  first  and  third 

precincts  .......... 

Prentice,  Anna,  may  sell  real  estate  of  the  late  Samuel  Harrington 
Prentice,  Heury,  manager  of  lottery  for  building  North  mills  in  Boston 
Prescot,  Oliver,  to  expedite  payment  of  taxes 
Prescott,  Abijah,  deputy  sherift',  allowance  to      .         .         . 

John,  naturalized 

Prescott's  grant,  with  parts  of  towns  of  Worthington,  Washington, 

Chester,  Becket  and  Partridgefield,  erected  into    town  of 

Middlefield,  and  whole  annexed  to  Hampshire  county  . 
Prisoners,  on  board  prison  ships  not  permitted  to  come  on  shore 

marine,  commissary  of,  to  be  furnished  with  guards 
Private  business  to  be  referred  to  next  session  of  the  general  court 

Probate,  courts  of,  established 

fees  of  judges  of 

Probate  courts  for  the  county  of  Worcester 

Process  of  outlawry,  directed  and  regulated 

Profane  cursing  and  swearing,  for  prevention  of        ...         . 
Proprietors  of  plantation  of  Bridgeton,  records  confirmed 
Proprietors  of  Mattakesset  creeks,  in  Edgartown,  incorporated 
Proprietors  of   meeting-house  in   east  parish  in  Salem,  may  raise 

money  by  tax  on  pews,  etc 

Proprietors  of  laud  granted  to  Capt.  Samuel  Whittemore,  doings  of 

committee  confirmed 

Public  entertainment,  on  declaration  of  establishment  of   peace ; 

grant  for  expense  of 

Punkapoag  Indians,  guardians  dismissed  and  committee  appointed 

to  settle  accounts 

Purnam,  Scipio,  allowance  to 

Pyncheon,  William,  to  expedite  payment  of  tax        .... 


Page 

205 

405 
367 
763 

210 
856 
367 
842 

280 

655 
398 
428 
253 
886 
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133 

289 

303 

265 

317 

12 

335 

46 

59 

140 

496 

503 

691 

846 

407 
828 
253 


Q. 

Quakers,  fines  taken  from,  to  be  used  for  filling  quota  in  the  conti- 
nental army 258 

Quincy,  Josiah,  Jr.,  estate  of 390 
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Randall,  Epliraim,  Jr.,  guardiaa  to  minor  (;hildren  of  Epliraim  Ran- 
dall, may  sell  real  estate 385 

Ravvson,  Jonathan,  and  others,  minors,  real  estate  may  he   sold  by 

guardians 472 

Raymond,  Edward  and  Hepzibah,  administrators,  suit  against  Scth 

Haywood 236 

Raymond,  Edward  and   Hepzibah,  execution  against  Josiah  Moor 

stayed 758 

Real  estate,  conveyance  of,  in  certain  cases 568 

partition  of 579,  603 

transfer  of,  by  deed,  and  for  preventing  fraud  therein     .         .  587 

lying  in  common,  management  of,  by  proprietors     .         .        .  595 
of  debtors,  liable  to  be  taken  on  execution       .         .        .         .641 
Recognizances  for  the  payment  of  debts  may  be  taken  by  justices 

of  the  peace 54 

RecoUet,  Juniper  Berthiaume,  instructor  to  the  Penobscot  Indians, 

allowance  to 679 

Recruits,  rejected,  that  have  been  remustered,  to  be  supplied  with 

clothing 235 

Hedemption  of  lands  taken  on  execution 643 

Reed,  Benjamin,  to  expedite  payment  of  tax 253 

Reed,  Cheney,  v.  Timothy  Childs,  petition  for  a  new  trial  and  order 

of  notice 894,915 

Register  of  deeds,  to  be  chosen  in  each  county 648 

fees  of 24 

Register  of  probate,  fees  of 13 

Rehoboth,  town  of,  execution  against,  to  be  returned  unsatisfied,  an 

alias  not  to  be  issued,  etc 198 

Rejected  recruits  that  have  been  remustered,  to  be   supplied  with 

clothing 235 

Rencontre,  ship,  cargo  exempt   from  forfeiture  upon   payment  of 

duties 897 

Resolves,  May  session,  1782 181 

September  session,  1782 265 

January  session,  1782 363 

May  session,  1783 669 

September  session,  1783 737 

January  session,  1783 805 

Rice,  Silas,  judgment  against,  may  be  entered  by  the  court        .         .  787 

Richards,  Belcher,  estate  of 296 

Richardson,  Phineas,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 763 

Richmond,  town  of,  executions  against,  to  be  recalled       .        .        .  879 

Ridgway,  Joseph,  to  be  enlarged  from  imprisonment         .         .        .  250 

Rioters,  etc.,  in  Hampshire  county,  except  Samuel  Ely,  pardoned     .  81 

Ripley,  Noah,  estate  of,  mortgaged  to  Nathaniel  Hatch,  absentee     .  434 
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Bobbins,  Aaron,  estate  of 443 

Robbins,  Elijah,  deed  of  land  to 477 

Rogers,  William,  to  expedite  payment  of  tax 253 

Root,  Stephen,  a  soldier,  allowance  to         ......  899 

Ropes,  David,  new  judgment  may  be  entered  against;  John  Hunt, 

plaintiff 212 

Row,  Zebulou,  discharged  from  certain  obligations    ....  448 
Rowley,  town  of,  dispute  between  two  classes  as  to  liability  for  one 

soldier,  to  be  determined  by  a  committee        .        .         .        .441 

valuation  corrected 242 

fines  remitted 746,  904 

Rowley,  Lieut. -Col.  Aaron,  granted  a  pension 759 

Roxbnry,  town  of,  selectmen  may  appoint  enginemen         .         .         .  809 
Royal,  Isaac,  absentee,  support  for  Belinda,   an  old   African  ser- 

-    vaut,  out  of  estate  of 399 

Royalston,  town  of,  valuation  of 239 

Royalston,  Athol,  Warwick  and  Ervingshire,  committee  on  petition 

of  certain  inhabitants  to  be  incorporated  into  a  town   .         .  445 

Rugglcs,  Joseph,  allowance  to 864 

Samuel,  manager  of  Boston  Long  wharf  lottery       .         .         .  229 

Timothj',  absentee,  estate  of 429 

Wealth}s  may  go  to  New  York,  not  to  return  without  leave   .  189 
Russell,   Benjamin,  to   take    possession   of  land   on   Nashawinnah 

belonging  to  Grizel  Sanford 422 

Dr.  Edward,  discharged   from  liability  for  certain  fire-arms 

and  powder .  881 

Joseph,  payment,  by,  of  a  debt  to  the  government  .         .         .  782 
Rutland,  town  of,  payment  of  money  by,  to  town  of  Sterling,  con- 
cerning    ..........        467,  686 

fine  abated 754 


s. 


Sabbath,  for  the  more  effectual  observation  of  . 
Sale  of  estates  of  absentees  and  conspirators  . 
Sales  at  public  vendue,  acts  regulating,  revised  . 
Salem,  town  of,  to  be  credited  for  a  fine     . 

valuation  corrected 

coast  guards  at 

a  number  of  inhabitants  of,  granted  a  Hag  to  go  to 
to  redeem  prisoners 

powder  at,  to  be  inspected,  etc. 

Marine  society  at,  charter  amended  . 

proprietors   in   meeting-house  of   east  parish  in, 
money  by  a  tax  on  pews,  etc. 
Salisbury,  town  of,  valuation  corrected 


63 

308,  434,  463,  479 
174 
849 
242 

262 


New 


may 


York 


276 
342 
676 

503 
242 
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546, 


G90, 


Salmon,  shad  and  alewife  fisheries  in  Merrimaclv  river 

Sampson,  Melzer,  allowance  to 

Sandersfleld,  town  of,  not  required  to  pay  fine  imposed 
Sandwich,  town  of,  collector  of  taxes  in,  appointed  . 

executions  against,  stayed 

fine  abated 

assessors  of,  to  assess  delinquent  classes  for  deficiencies 
Sandy  point,  Nantucket,  light-house  to  be  erected 
Sanford,  town  of,  divided  into  two  parishes 

execution  against,  to  be  reduced  in  amount 

Sanford,  Grizel,  absentee,  estate  of 

Sargeant,   Nathaniel   Peaslee,   justice   of    supreme   judicial    court, 

allowance  to 

Sargent,  Paul  Dudley,  estate  in  Salem  in  common  with  that  formerly 
of  Samuel  Brown,  now  forfeited,  committee  for  just  divis- 
ion of 

one-third  of  estate  set  off  to 

Saunders,  Michael,  estate  of 

Saunders,  Sarah,  guardian  of,  may  sell  land 

Savage,  Samuel  Phillips,  to  expedite  payment  of  tax 

Savory,  Peter,  treasurer  to  receive  of,  certain  continental  loan  office 

certificates 

Sawyer,  Edmund,  manager  of  lottery  for  repairing  bridge  over  river 

Parker 

Scarborough,  first  parish  in,  may  exchange  parsonage  laud  for  cer- 
tain other  laud 

Scituate  and  Marshfield,  towns  of,  boundary  line  between,  settled, 
ScoUay,  John,  and  others,  selectmen  of  Boston,  allowance  for  fur- 
nishing quarters  for  the  French  army 

Scott,  Daniel,  estate  of 

Scott,  Margaret,  administratrix  on  estate  of  Daniel  Scott,  may  sell 

land 

Sea-coast  guards  to  be  raised 

Second  parish  in  the  town  of  Amherst,  incorporated  .         .       377, 

Second  parish  in  Springfield,  called  Longmeadow,  incorporated  into 

a  town 

Secretary : 

John  Avery,  Jr.,  to  transmit  letter  to  delegates  in  congress 

relating  to  journals  of  congress 

allowance  for  services 346, 

pay  of  clerks  in  office  of 

to  cause  the  militia  act  to  be  printed  and  distributed 

not  to  publish  the  bill  to  prevent  intercourse  with  the  enemy 

fees  of        .         .         .         

to  state  an  account  of  beef  received  from  the  several  towns    . 

to  deliver  to  Andrew  Gardner  a  note  of  hand  and  mortgage 

deed 
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Seda^wick,  Theodore,  commissioner  on  New  York  boundary  line        .  652 

allowance  to        .........         .  883 

Selectmen,  to  make  returns  to  agents' of  the  monthly  average  prices 

of  corn,  etc 433 

to  make  returns  to  the  secretary  of  bounties  paid  to  soldiers,  744 
Senate,  pay  of  members          235,  241,  248,  803,  347,  436,  462,  470,  477,  714, 
780,  871. 

compensation  of  clerk 241,  347,  470 

Sewall,  David,  of  committee  for  laying  out  lands  granted  to  Arthur 

Lee ! 430 

David,    justice    of    supreme    judicial    court,    allowance    for 

services 786 

Hull,  absentee,  estate  of 386 

Samuel,  absentee,  estate  of 386 

Samuel  and  Abigail,  may  sell  land  on  Presumpscutt  river        .  210 
Stephen,  pi'ofessor  of  Hebrew,  etc.,  at  Harvard  college,  allow- 
ance for  services 728 

Shadduck,   Ezra,    may  collect  taxes   in   that   part  of  Bernardston 

annexed  to  Colrain 4  GO 

Shapleigh,   Nicholas,   title  to   land  in  York   county   confirmed  to 

claimants  under 75 

trespassers  on  land  of,  to  be  prosecuted 391 

Sharon,  town  of,  name  established 116 

mistake  in  tax  corrected 720 

Sheep's  wool,  selectmen  to  make  returns  of  the  monthly  average 

prices  of 433 

Shephard,  Levi,  allowances  for  sundry  services 213 

Sherburne,  town  of,  payment  of  taxes  postponed       ....  883 
Sheritts,  general  powers  and  duties  defined          .         .         .         .         .613 

fees  of 18 

Ship  Protector,  officers  and  men  to  be  paid 260 

Ship  Tartar,  to  be  completed  for  sea 218 

to  be  sold 359,  484 

proceeds  of  sale  of,  for  payment  of  members  of  the  general 

court 402,  477 

Slirewsbury,  town  of,  execution  against  stayed 803 

Simmons,  Benoni,  Jr.,  granted  a  pension 819 

Simpkins,  .John,  manager  of  Long  whai'f  lottery         ....  229 

Simpson,  Daniel,  grant  of  laud  to,  confirmed 890 

Simpson,  Joseph,  to  expedite  pa5^meut  of  tax 253 

Skinner,  Joseph  Thompson,  to  expedite  payment  of  tax    .         .        .  253 

Sloop  Union,  a  cartel,  may  sail  to  Bermuda 312 

Sloop  of  war,  Winthrop,  to  continue  her  cruise  on  the  coast     .         .  359 
wages  of  officers  and  men  to  be  paid  out  of  prize  money        468,  483 


to  be  fitted  for  sea 
to  be  sold  at  public  auction 
Smith,  Asa,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 


485 
676 
856 
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Smith,  Asher,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 

Ephraim,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 

Ephraim,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 

Isaac,  set  off  from  Walpole  and  annexed  to  tlie  tliird  parisli  in 

Dedliam 

Isaac,  bond  given  by,  to  be  cancelled 

Jacob,  set  off  from  Walpole  and  annexed  to  the  third  parish 

in  Dedham 

James,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 

John,  a  soldier,  allowance  to      .  -      . 

Lewis,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 

Corporal  Liffe,  allowance  to 

Oren,  deed  of  land  to 

Philemon,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 

Eichard,  a  proscribed  absentee,  admitted  to   citizenship  in 

Connecticut,  inquiry  to  be  made 

Stephen,  truck-master  for  the  eastern  Indians,  accounts  to  be 

settled 

Stephen,   trucli-master  and  commissary  at   Machias,   to    be 

paid 

Timothy,  guardian,  may  sell  land  of  Azariah  Thayer,  a  minor 

Timothy,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 

Col.  William,  accounts  to  be  settled  without  forfeiture   . 

William,  allowance  to '       . 

Society,  Boston  Episcopal  Charitable,  incorporated    .... 
First  Congregational,  in  Mendon,  incorporated 
Marine,  at  Salem  in  the  county  of  Essex,  charter  amended 
Soldiers  : 

depreciation  notes  belonging  to,  who  have  died  in  the  service, 

to  be  paid  to  their  executors,  etc 

certain  notes  issued  to  pay  balances  due,  made  valid 
time  extended  to  classes  for  procuring 

supplies  for  families  of 

company  of,  to  be  stationed  at  Sudbury  Canada 

notes  given  to,  value  fixed 

to  receive  three  months'  pay  for  the  year  1780         .        314,  7G2 
certain  towns  to  make  returns  of  three  and  five  months'  men 
sent  into  public  service  ........ 

who  served  on  temporary  levies,  governor  to  write  to  con- 
gress concerning  payment  of 

sick,  accounts  for  supplying,  to  be  laid  before   committee 

on  accounts     

at  Springfield,  ordered  to  Castle  island     ....       468, 

to  be  discharged  from  castle 

of  the  Penobscot  expedition,  payment  of 

Soldiers'  bounties  paid,  selectmen  to  make  returns  to  the  secretary 
Soldiers'  notes,  adjustment  of,  by  the  supreme  judicial  court  . 
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Page 
Sole  leather,  selectmen  to   make  retiirus  of  the   monthly  average 

prices  of 433 

Soper,  Alexander,  may  collect  taxes  in  the  town  of  Pembroke  .         .       G81 

Southampton,  town  of,  tax  abated 814 

Southborough,  town  of,  fines  abated 702 

Southborough,  town  of,  one-half  of  fine  abated 831 

South  Brimfleld,  east  parish  of,  incorporated  into  a  district      .         .       502 
South   Hadley  and    Granby,    towns   of,    boundary   lines    between, 

changed 333 

South  parish  in  Bolton  with  certain   inhabitants  in  Marlborough, 

incorporated  into  the  district  of  Berlin  ....       620 

Special  justices  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  to  be  appointed  .        .       627 
Speedwell,  schooner,  from  Deer  island,  may  sell  fish,  etc.,  and  carry 

back  proceeds  in  corn,  etc 301 

Spencer,  town  of,  valuation  of    .......        .       239 

relating  to  boundaries  of 440 

Spooner,  Alden,  to  expedite  payment  of  tax 253 

Sprague,  Joseph,  to  expedite  payment  of  tax 253 

Springfield,  soldiers  at,  ordered  to  Castle  island         .         .         .       468,  684 

soldiers,  to  be  discharged 694 

second  parish  in,  called  Lougmeadow,  incorporated   into   a 

town 537 

Springfield  and  West   Spi'ingfield,   lands    in,    incorporated   into   a 

common  field 7 

Sprout,  Zebedee,  agent  for  sale  of  absentees'  estates,  conduct  to  be 

inquired  into 280, 

accounts  to  be  settled,  etc 

Starkweather,  Ephraira,  of  committee  on  accounts  for  support  of  indi- 
gent persons    

Stearns,  Nathaniel,  a  soldier,  allowance  to        ...         . 
Stebbins,  Benjamin,  manager  of  lottery  for  repair  of  bridge  over 

Agawam  river 

Stephens,  Sergt.  Simeon,  granted  a  pension        .... 
Sterling,  town  of,  payment  of  money  by,  to  town  of  Rutland       467, 
assessment  by,  on  land,  etc.,  set  ofl"  from  Lancaster  to  Shrews- 
bury, declaration  of  validity  repealed     .... 

clerk  of,  directed  to  show  cause,  etc 

Sterling,  Major-General  Lord,  requests  troops  sent  to  defend  Albany, 
Sterlington,  town  of,  executions  against,  to  be  stayed 


Stickney,  Jonathan,  court  may  rectify  a  mistake 
Stiles,  Edmund,  deed  of  land  to  . 
Stiles,  Elijah,  estate  of        .         .         . 
St.  John,  Mark,  estate  of      .         .         . 
Stockbridge  Indians,  sales  of  land  by 
Stocker,  Robert,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 
Stone,  John,  allowance  to     . 
Story,  Nathaniel,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 


n  judgment  against 
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Story,  Prince,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 763 

Stoughton,  town  of,  Punkapoag  tribe  of  Indians  in,  guardians  dis- 
missed, etc 407 

collection  of  taxes  in 437 

Stoughton,  Governor,  lot  of,  now  known  as  Brown's  lot,  line  to  be 

run  through 440 

Stoughtonham,  town  of,  name  changed  to  Sharon      ....       116 

tax  abated 324 

Stow,  Jonathan,  estate  of 458 

Stow,  Simon,  agent  of  an  absentee's  estate,  allowance  to  .  .  422 
Stow  and  Marlborough,  towns  of,  boundary  line  established  .  .  531 
Strong,  Caleb,  commissioner  on  New  York  boundary  line  .  .  651,  883 
Strout,  David,  and  others,  matrosses  of  Cape  Elizabeth,  etc.,  to  be 

paid 227 

Slurbridge,  town  of,  allowance  to  assessors  of G80 

Sudbury,  Canada,  company  of  men  to  be  stationed  at,  for  protection 

of  frontiers  of  York  and  Cumberland  counties     .         .        .      258 

Sudbury,  town  of,  fines  abated 703 

Suflblk  county,  treasurer's  accounts  allowed       ....       339,  833 

tax  granted 338,  832 

probate  records,  governor  requested  to  recover  possession  of      830 
Sullivan,  James,  justice  of  supreme  judicial  court,  allowance  for 

services 786 

Sumner,  Capt.  Job,  to  be  paid  his  depreciation  note  ....  192 
Sumner,  Seth,  allowance  for  expenses  of  criminal  suit  in  Connecticut      380 

Supreme  judicial  court,  established 28 

fees  of  justices  and  clerks 16,  17 

times  and  places  for  holding 141,  267 

to  proceed  in  adjustment  of  soldiers'  notes       .         .        .        .       423 

allowance  to  justices  for  services 786 

to  liquidate  notes  given  to  make  up  depreciation  of  money  to 

the  army 869 

in  Berkshire  county,  adjourned 273,297 

in  Bristol  county,  time  and  place  for  holding    ....      275 

in  Bristol  county,  adjourned 747 

at  Great  Barrington  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  October        .         .      506 
in  Sulfolk  county,  time  and  place  for  holding    .         .         .        .111 
Surgeons  and  surgeons'  mates  in  the  army,  additional  pay  to     .         .       276 
Surveyors  and  measurers  of  boards,  shingles,  etc.,  to  be  elected  in 

every  town  and  district 532,  635 

Sutton,  town  of,  to  be  paid  for  two  field  pieces  taken  for  the  use  of 

the  state 855 

Sutton,  Mary,  may  go  to  Bermuda,  and  not  to  return  without  leave      365 

Swauzey,  town  of,  fines  remitted 716 

Swearing  and  cursing,  profane,  for  prevention  of  ....  59 
Symmes,  Martha,  allowance  to,  out  of  estate  of  John  Murray,  an 

absentee 769 


Index.  975 

T. 

Page 

Tacauash,  Jane,  an  Indian  woman,  real  estate  of  Petei-  Paul  may  be 

sold  to  pay  for  services  of fi85 

Taniblin,  Samuel,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 856 

Tarbell,  Samuel,  alias  execution  may  be  issued  against       .         .         .410 

Tartar,  ship,  to  be  completed  for  sea 218 

to  be  sold 359,  484 

proceeds  of  sale  of,  to  pay  niembei's  of  the  general  court       462,  477 

Tatraan,  John,  estate  of 398 

Taunton,  town  of,  head  of  a  class  in,  discharged  from  liability  .       772 

Tax,  continental,  committees  to  expedite  payment  of         .         .         .       251 

commissioner  of,  to  render  accounts 688 

Tax  of  £200,000  apportioned  and  assessed 153 

to  be  paid  over  to  James  Lord,  receiver  of  continental  taxes      232 

Tax,  county,  granted  to  Barnstable 373 

Berkshire 188 

Bristol 469 

Cumberland 370,  852 

Dukes  county 755 

Essex 424,  852 

Hampshire 366,  808 

Lincoln 292 

Middlesex 295,  754 

Plj-mouth 271,  853 

Suffolk 338,  832 

Worcester 368 

York 715,808 

Tax  act,  clause  in,  repealed 43 

towns  to  be  relieved  from  errors  in 478 

Tax  acts  passed  since  Jan.  1,  1780,  to  be  examined  and  reported 

upon  by  the  committee  on  accounts        .....       240 
Taxation  by  impost  and  excise,  delegates  to  be  chosen  to  meet  dele- 
gates of  other  states,  to  devise  a  general  and  uniform  sys- 
tem of      3S2,  482 

Taxes  in  unincorporated  plantations,  levying  and  collection  of  .  .  77 
Taxes,  executions  for,  how  satisfied  in  certain  cases  ....  283 
Taxes,  collection  of,  where  collectors  have   removed   out  of  the 

Commonwealth 504 

assistance  in  collection  of,  may  be  commanded  by  collectors 
and  constables  .         .         .         .         .         .        .         .         .146 

committed  to  collectors,  previous  to  1775 ;  directions  to  pres- 
ent treasurer  how  to  proceed 835 

collectors  of,  to  exhibit  to  selectmen  once  in  two  months  an 

account  of  monies  received 656 

Taylor.  John,  v.  Joshua  Martin,  new  trial   petitioned  for,  by  town 

of  Lunenburg ;  order  of  notice 290 
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Taylor,  Shubael,  a  soldier,  granted  a  pension 
Templeton,  town  of,  courts  for  probate  of  wills  in    . 

fine  remitted 

Tenants  in  common,  not  to  commit  strip  or  waste    .... 
Thatcher,  Elisha,  collector  of  excise  for  Dukes  and  Nantucket,  to 

be  notified  of  election 

Thatcher's  Island,  light-houses  at,  to  be  i-epaired       .        .        .       711, 

light-houses  at,  to  be  supplied  with  wood  and  candles 

monies  received  for  rent  of,  vo  be  paid  into  the  treasury 

leasing  of,  resolve  authorizing,  repealed 

Thayer,  Azariah,  estate  of 

Ezekiel,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 

Capt.  Nathan,  process  to  be  commenced  against,  for  recovery 
of  balances  due  soldiers,  etc 781, 

Capt.  Nathan,  soldiers  under  command  of,  to  be  paid 
Third  parish  in  Dedham,  Isaac   Smith   and   others,   set  off  from 

Walpole,  to 

Thomas,  Briggs,  action  against,  to  be  continued 

Daniel,  a  Natick  Indian,  estate  of      ...         . 

Waterman,   late    commissary    and    assistant    quartermaster 
general,  accounts  to  be  settled        .... 
Thompson,  Agnes,  Justus  Dwight  appointed  guardian  to  . 

Benjamin,  estate  of 

Sergt.  Cyrus,  allowance  to 

Joseph,  absentee,  estate  of 

Moses,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 

Thorndike,  Larkin,  may  haVe  the  credit  of  government  for  £400  for 

one  year 

Thurston,  Daniel,  to  expedite  payment  of  tax     .... 
Titcorab,  John,  copy  of  will  of,  allowed  and  ratified  . 
Tombs,  Daniel,  a  soldier,  allowance  to        .        .         ... 
Topsfield,  town  of,  to  furnish  one  soldier  to  fill  quota 

fine  abated 

valuation  corrected 

Torrey,  John,  petition  that  execution  against,  may  be  stayed,  etc. 

John,  to  give  notice  to  George  Fecham     .... 

John  Tilden,  guardian  of,  may  sell  real  estate  . 
Towns  : 

Bernardston,  part  of,  made  the  district  of  Leyden    . 

Charlton,  original  bounds  to  be  established 

Chelmsford,  David  Parker,  with  his  lands  set  off  from  the  dis 
trict  of  Carlisle  and  annexed  to 

Chester,  name  established 

Dalton,  incorporated 

Fitchburg,  Noah  Wizzle  with  his  lands  annexed  to  . 

Granby  and  South  Hadley,  boundary  line  between,  changed 

Longmeadow,  incorporated 


421, 
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Towns  —  Concluded. 

Lynn,  North  parish  of,  incorporated  a  district  l)y  name  of 
Lynnlield 

Marll)orongh  and  Stow,  boundary  line  between,  cstabrkshed 

Middlelleld,  incorporated 

Murrayfleld,  name  changed  to  Chester       .... 

Oxford,  bounds  to  be  established 

Sanford,  divided  into  two  parislies 

Sharon,  name  established 

'         South  Iladley  and  Granby,  boundary  line  between,  changed 

Stoughtonham,  name  clumged  to  Sharon  .... 

Stow  and  Marlborougli,  boundary  line  between,  established 

Wilbrahara,  divided  into  two  parishes       .... 
Towns,  discharged  of  all  demands  for  fire-arms,  etc.,  delivered  to 
tlieir  eight  months'  soldiers    ..... 

to  malvc  returns  of  soldiers  raised     .... 

to  be  relieved  from  errors  in  the  tax  act    . 

time  extended  to,  for  returning  continental  bills  of  the  old 

emission  to  the  secretary's  office 

Towns  and  districts  to  choose  wardens  for  enforcement  of  provi 

sions  for  due  observance  of  tlie  Lord's  day  . 
Tracey,  John,  to  expedite  payment  of  tax  .... 

Trask,  Joseph,  estate  of       . 

Tread  well,  Natliauiel,  a  soldier,  allowance  to      .         .         . 
Tree,  Beriah,  -y.  Stephen  Davi^   and  others,  petition   for  new  trial 
and  order  of  notice 

execution  stayed 

Treasurer : 

to  receive  government  securities  on  loan,  and  to  consolidate 
the  same 

to  deliver  to  the  commissary-geneval  all  the  pearl  and  potash 
belonging  to  the  Commonwealth 

certain  notes  issued  by,  to  pay  balances  due  to  soldiers,  made 
A^alid 

to  pay  members  of  the  general  court 

to  suspend  issuing  executions  for  tax  granted  in  May,  1791     . 

may  secure  on  loan  government  securities  issued  by  the  late 
treasurer 

Thomas  Ivers,  elected       .        .        .        . '      . 

allowance  for  services 

to  give  bond  and  take  oaths,  etc 

not  to  receive  certificates  from  quartermaster-general's  depart- 
ment until  further  orders 

to  prepare  accounts  of  payments,  etc.,  to  the  army  since  Jan. 
1,  1781,  to  be  forwarded  to  the  continental  paymaster- 
general 


Page 


20 
531 
133 
113 
439 

25 
116 
333 
116 
531 
5 

195 

427 
478 

215 

66 
253 

833 
762 

801 

817 


175 

198 

214 
248 
261 

270 
287 
901 
289 

291 
291 


978  Index. 

Page 

Treasurer  —  Continued. 

to  call  upon  the  sheriffs  to  perform  the  duties  required  of  the 

late  treasurer  .         . 320 

to  issue  executions  against  constables  or  collectors  refusing 

to  pay  receipts  drawn  by  the  late  treasurer  .  .  .  326,  459 
to  pay  members  of  the  general  court  two-thirds  the  amount 

due  them 348 

may  take  possession  of  house  lately  occupied  by  Henry  Gar- 
diner         353 

to  call  for  the  first  moiety  of  the  continental  tax  .  .  .  354 
may  appoint  necessary  clerks,  who  shall  be  sworn  .  .  .  357 
how  to  proceed  with  due  bills,  given  by  the  late  treasurer  .  357 
to  pay  certificates  funded  on  the  state  tax  of  October,  1781  .  411 
to  receive  certain  bills  of  credit  of  the  old  emission  from 

Benjamin  Ward,  Jr.,  on  account  of  state  tax  .  .  .  438 
to  stay  execution  against  the  town  of  Lebanon  .  .  .  441 
may  receive  from  Col.  Benjamin  Tupper  old  continental  money, 

received  for  enlisting  soldiers 444 

compensation  of  clerks  in  office  of    .         .        .         .         .        .       451 

to  pay  £300  to  Gilbert  Bench  and  to  take  his  bond,  etc.  .  .  466 
directed  to  receive   money  from  committee  for  transporting 

cannon,  etc.     ..........       475 

to  forwai'd  certain  paper  money  to  the  continental  treasurer 

in  Pliiladelphia .       674 

to  borrow  money  to  pay  the  Massachusetts  line  of  the  army  .  689 
to  stay  executions  against  the  towns  of  Barnstable,  Sandwich 

and  Falmouth 690 

to  issue  executions   against  towns  delinquent  in  furnishing 

beef  for  the  army 724 

directed  to  borrow  six  hundred  pounds,  lawful  money,    for 

use  of  the  Commonwealth 732 

to  give  a  note  to  executors  of  Dennis  De  Berdt  .  .  .  753 
to  receive  old  emission  money  from  Ruggles  Woodbridge  .  756 
to  receive  muster-master's  receipts  in  discharge  of  certain 

classes  in  Middleborough 767 

to  receive  muster-master's  receipts  in  discharge   of  certain 

classes  in  Taunton 772 

to  make  out  a  consolidated  note  in  favor  of  Jacob  Walker  .  775 
to  receive  a  warrant  from  Joseph  Russell  in  part  payment  of 

a  debt 782 

to  call  on  auctioneers  for  a  settlement  of  their  accounts  .  789 
to  suspend  executions  against  towns  in  Lincoln  county  for  not 

procuring  beef 798 

to  pay  members  of  the  general  court  out  of  monies  arising 

from  vendues 802 

to  deliver  to  Lydia  White,  new  notes  in  place  of  three  notes 

lost 820 
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direction  to,  liow  to  proceed  in  collection  of  taxes  committed 

to  collectors  previous  to  the  year  1775 835 

to  continue  the  business  of  consolidating  public  securities      .       848 
to  receive  from  Marblchead  certain  bills  of  the  old  and  new 
emissions  and  to  discharge  the  town  from  all  public  taxes 

and  lines  .         .         .- 859 

to  receive  from  William  Badlam  certain  paper  money  emitted 

by  the  state 878 

to  call  on  delinquent  collectors  for  the  year  1781       .         .         .       902 
Treasury  of  the  Commonwealth,  for  better  regulation  of,  and  for 

appointment  of  an  assistant  treasurer    .         .         .         .34,  70,  880 

Tritten,  Kicliard,  Jr.,  may  enter  his  claim  to  the  brigantine  Jane  and 

cargo        ........•••       722 

Troops  to  be  sent  from  Berkshire  and  Hampshire  counties,  to  pre- 
vent incursions  into  the  territory  of  Vermont        .         .         .       350 
Trumbull,  Joseph,  estate  of  Dr.   William  Paine,  absentee,  may  be 

sold  to 220 

Truro,  town  of,  execution  against,  stayed 845 

Trustees  of  Dummer  academy,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  incorporated        49 
Trustees  of  the  Congregational  parish  in  Norton,  The,  incorporated       124 
Tuck,  William,  guardian  to  heirs  of  Samuel  Lee,  may  sell  real  estate      45(5 
Tuckerman,  Edward,  allowance  for  flour  loaned  for  use  of  the  con- 
tinent        21G 

Tufts,  Cotton,  to  expedite  payment  of  tax 253 

Tufts,  Samuel,  manager  of  lottery  for  repair  of  bridge  over  river 

Parker 45 

Tupper,  Col.  Benjamin,  may  pay  into  treasury  old  continental  money 

received  for  enlistment  of  soldiers 444 

Turner,  Charles,  of  committee  on  accounts  for  support  of  indigent 

persons 703 

Turrill,  Ebenezer,  constable  of  Lenox,  to  collect  an  assessment        .       242 
Tyng,  William,  absentee,  estate  of 402,  7G5 

u. 

Union,  sloop,  Cornelius  Hilton,  master,  may  sail  to  Bermuda    .         .  312 
United  States  of  America,  determination  of  the  Commonwealth  to 

adhere  firmly  to  the  cause  of 243 

celebration  of  anniversary  of  independence  of         .         .        .  707 

loan  to  be  obtained  for  use  of     . 42 

commissioner  of,  may  recover  debts  due  from  the  state,  etc.  .  135 
claims  of  the  Commonwealth  against        .         .         .        700,731,911, 
United  States,  in  congress  assembled,  empowered   to  levy   duties 

upon  imported  goods 541 

Upton  and  Hopkinton,  lands  of  Harvard  college  in,  to  be  taxed  for 

seven  years 203 
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Usury,  peualty  for  taking  excessive ;  interest  limited  to  six  per  cent.  G37 

Uxbridge,  town  of,  courts  for  probate  of  wills  at      .        .         .        .  335. 

warrants  for  calling  town  meetings  made  valid        .         .        .  370 

fines  abated 812,  832 

Y. 

Value  fixed  of  notes  given  to  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army  .  .  284 
Varnura,  Joseph  Bradley,  of  committee  on  accounts  for  suppoi't  of 

indigent  persons 703 

Vassal,  William,  absentee,  estate  of 345 

Vassall,  John,  estate  of 907 

Vendue,  public,  acts  regulating  sales  at,  revived         .        .         .        .114 

Vei-mont,  troops  for  defence  of 350 

Vessels,  duty  upon,  for  support  of  light-houses          ....  543 

Vessels,  British,  may  be  entered  and  cleared G74 

Vincent,   John,  an  Indian,  to  be  discharged  from   confinement  in 

Boston  jail 225 

Vose,  Jeremiah,  may  collect  tax  in  Stoughton 437 


w. 

Wadsworth,  Brigadier-general,  martial  law  exercised  by,  -in  Lincoln 

county,  limits  defined 431 

Wait,  Nathaniel,  to  give  notice  to  George  Fecham     ....  839 
William,   late  commissary  at  Winter  Hill,  to  settle  accounts 

with  a  committee 828 

may  pay  certain  old  continental  money  into  the  treasury .         .  866 

Waldo,  Francis,  absentee,  estate  of 368,415,701 

Waldo  claim,  concerning      .........  895 

Waldoborough,  town  of,  execution  against,  stayed     ....  776 

Wales,  Ebenezer,  allowance  for  services 348 

Walker,  Jacob,  a  soldier,  to  receive  a  consolidated  note     .         .         .  775 

Solomon,  a  soldier,  wages  of 474 

William,  to  expedite  payment  of  taxes 253 

Walley,  Thomas,  allowance  to 371 

Walpole,  town  of,  church  of  Christ  in,  may  sell  ministerial  lands      .  853 

to  be  credited  for  a  fine  and  bounty 893 

Jacob  Smith  and  others,  set  ofl'  from,  and  annexed  to  the  third 

parish  in  Dedham 563 

Waltham,  town  of,  fine  abated 708 

Ward,  town  of,  portion  of  tax  abated 239 

excused  from  raising  more  than  two  men        .         .         .       360,  361 

Ward,  Benjamin,  Jr.,  treasurer  to  receive  certain  bills  of  credit  from  438 

Hannah,  guardian  of,  may  sell  real  estate        ....  755 

Jonathan,  allowance  to 777 
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Ward,  Joseph,  commissary-general  of  musters,  accounts  to  be  settled  291 
Kicliard,  late  commissary  at  Salem,  to  be  furnished  with  a 

quantity  of  flour .  748 

Samuel,  manager  of  lottery  for  bridges  in  Lancaster        .         .  110 
Samuel,  collector  of  excise  for  Essex  county  to  be  notified  of 

election 375 

Wardens  to  be  chosen  in  the  several  towns  and  districts  to  enforce 

provisions  for  due  observance  of  the  Lord's  day   ...  66 

Ware,  Abijah,  n  soldier,  allowance  to 857 

Paul,  a  s  )ldier,  allowance  to .  856 

Phineas,  allowance  for  state  notes  lost  by  fire        .        420,  479,  870 

Warner,  Lieut.  Jonathan,  granted  a  pension       .....  827 

Jonathan,  accounts  to  be  settled 236,  404 

Jonathan,  allowance  to 776 

William,  to  be  paid  interest  on  his  depreciation  note        .        .  215 
Warrants  not  to  be  drawn  on  the  treasury  for  supplies,  etc.,  to  the 
United  States,  nor  in  favor  of  creditors  to  estates  of  absen- 
tees, unless,  etc.      .         . 389 

Warren,  town  of,  execution  against,  stayed 776 

Warren,  James,  delegate  in  congress,  allowance  to     .         .         .         .  323 
Warwick,  Ervingshire,  Athol  and  Royalston,  committee  to  consider 

petition  of  certain  inhabitants  to  be  incorporated  into  a  town  445 

Washburn,  Seth,  allowance  to 301 

Washington,  Gen.  George,  letter  of  the  general  court  to     .         .         .  726 

Washington,  town  of,  discharged  from  the  tax  of  one  man       .         .  336 
Washington,  Worthington,  Becket,  Chester,  Partridgefield,  parts  of, 

with  Prescott's  grant,  erected  into  town  of  Middlefleld        .  133 

Waters,  Capt.  Josiah,  manager  of  lottery  for  building  a  glass  house  122 

Watertown,  town  of,  abatement  of  tax 718 

new  taxes  to  be  levied .        .821 

half  of  fine  abated 840 

Webber,  John,  a  soldier,  to  be  paid  his  wages 206 

Weed,  Joel,  estate  of 444 

Welch,  Jonas,  maybe  licensed  to  retail  spirituous  liquors  in  Boston  .  384 

Wells,  William,  execution  against,  discharged 243 

Wendell,  Katherine,  may  continue  on  the  estate  formerly  of  William 

Brattle 218 

Wenhara,  town  of,  valuation  corrected 242 

Wesson,  Samuel,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 367 

West,  William,  granted  a  flag  for  going  on  board  British  ship  Jupiter, 

to  redeem  his  son,  a  prisoner 276 

West  Bowdoinham,  plantation  of,  tax  laid  on     ....         .  286 
Westborough   and   Northborough,   towns   of,  may  sell   ministerial 

lands  in 760 

Western,  town  of,  fines  abated 702,  844 

Westfleld,  town  of,  rate  of  taxation  in 332 

Westfleld  river,  lottery  for  building  bridge  over         ....  491 
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Westhampton,  town  of,  fine  remitted 819 

Westminster,  town  of,  assessments  confirmed 741 

West  precinct  of  Bridgewater,  ministerial  lands  in,  maybe  sold  with 

the  consent  of  the  present  pastor 822 

West  Springfield,  common  field  in,  proprietors  may  exclude  a  certain 

gore  of  land  from 474 

Wevvewantett  river,  alewife  fishery  in,  I'egulated         ....  494 

Wharf,  Long,  in  Boston,  lottery  for  repair  of;  managers  appointed  228 

Whipple,  William,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 763 

Whitcomb,  Asa,  paymaster  and  muster-master  in  the  year  1775, 

allowance  to 898 

White,  Benjamin,  estate  of,  directions  for  settlement  of    .         .         .  575 

Benjamin,  note  of,  payable  to  the  Commonwealth    .        ,         .  880 
Lydia,  to  receive  from  the  treasurer  new  notes  in  place  of 

three  notes  lost 820 

John,   manager   of    lottery   for    rebuilding    North    mills    in 

Boston 119 

Joseph,  manager  of  lottery  for  repairing  bridge  over  Agawam 

river 76 

White  pine  trees,  to  prevent  destruction  of 550 

Whiting,  Lieut. -Col.  Daniel,  to  be  paid  one  year's  interest  on  notes  312 

Whitman,  Stephen,  estate  of 206 

Whittemore,  Capt.  Samuel,  proprietoi's  of  land  granted  to,  doings  of 

committee  confirmed 691 

Samuel,  executor  of  will  of  Samuel  Chandler,  may  sell  estate  328 
Samuel,   added  to   committee  for    repairing  light-house    on 

Thatcher's  island 721 

William,  guardian  to  William  Cutler,  may  sell  land  .         .        .  430 
Wigglesworth,    Rev.    Edward,    professor    of    divinity  at    Harvard 

college,  allowance  for  services 727 

Wilbraham,  town  of,  divided  into  two  parishes 5 

fines  abated 705 

Wilder,  Abel,  manager  of  lottery  for  bridges  in  Winchendon    .         .  489 

Abel,  accounts  to  be  received  for  allowance      ....  244 

Josiah,  manager  of  lottery  for  bridges  in  Lancaster        .        .  110 
Wildridge,  Elizabeth,  not  to  be  disturbed  in  possession  of  certain 

real  estate 401 

Willard,  Aaron,  estate  of 810 

Abel,  absentee,  estate  of 757 

Rev.   Joseph,   president  of  Harvard   college,    allowance  for 

services 727 

Simon,  actions  against,  removed  from  Hampshire  to   Berk- 
shire county 108 

Williams,  Benjamin,  to  expedite  payment  of  taxes     ....  253 
John  Foster,  commander  of  ship  Protector,  to  make  up  pay 

rolls  of  oflicers  and  men,  and  to  receive  money  advanced     .  260 
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Williams,  Rev.  Samuel,  professor  of  mathematics,  etc.,  at  Harvard 

college,  allowance  for  services 727 

Thomas,  allowance  to 716 

Thomas,  estate  of 374 

Williamsburg,  town  of,  fine  abated 707 

Willingtou,  Thomas,  v.  John  Drury,  petition  and  order  of  notice  .  8(13 
Willis,  Ann,  ma}^  go  to  New  York,  not  to  return  without  leave  .  .  294 
Williston,  Thomas,  may  dispose  of  beef  belonging  to  the  state        .      227 

to  deliver  beef  to  the  commissary-general         ....       321 

Wills,  relating  to 652 

Wimpey,  Elijah,  and  others,  Oneida  Indians,  to  be  assisted  in  return- 
ing home  from  Stockbridge 8G1 

Winchendon,  town  of,  lottery  granted  for  rebuilding  bridge  and 

highway  in 489 

Winslow,  Isaac,  may  return  to  this  Commonwealth,  etc.  .  .  .  366 
Winthrop,  sloop  of  war,  to  continue  her  cruise  on  the  coast     .         .       359 

wages  of  officers  and  men  to  be  paid  out  of  prize  money,  etc.   468,  483 

to  be  fitted  for  sea 485 

to  be  sold  at  public  auction 

Witherell,  James,  collector  of  Lebanon,  execution  against,  stayed 
Wizzle,  Noah,  and  his  lands  annexed  to  the  town  of  Fitchburg 
Wolcott,  Erastus,  Jr.,  guardian  to  children  of  Rev.  Erastus  Perry 

may  sell  land  in  Ashby 

Wolves,  bounty  for  killing 

Wood,  David,  annexed  to  south  parish  of  Wilbraham 

Oliver,  to  notify  Joshua  Chamberlain        ....       766. 

Samuel,  allowance  to,  as  agent  of  estates  of  absentees     . 
Woodbridge,  Ruggles,  allowance  for  depreciation  of  bounty  notes 

may  pay  old  emission  money  into  the  treasury 
Woodbury,  Jabez,  a  soldier,  allowance  to   . 

Jacob,  a  soldier,  allowance  to    . 
Woodward,  Natlian,  a  soldier,  allowance  to 
Worcester,  town  of,  valuation  of        .        .         . 
Worcester  county,  courts  for  probate  of  wills  in 

tax  granted 

treasurer's  accounts  allowed 
Worthiugton,  town  of,  execution  against,  suspended 
Worthiugton,  Jonathan,  v.  Joseph  Pease,  petition  to  enter  action, 

and  order  of  notice 

Worthiugton,  Washington,  Chester,  Becket,  Partridge  field,  parts  of, 
with  Prescott's  grant,  erected  into  town  of  Middlefield,  and 
the  whole  annexed  to  Hampshire  county  .... 
Wrentham,  town  of,  soldiers'  wages  to  be  paid  to  ...  . 
Wright,  Josiah,  Jr.,  petition  for  a  new  trial  and  order  of  notice,  894,  915 
Writ  of  habeas  corpus,  suspended  for  six  months       ....  6 

suspended  for  four  months 105 
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133 
856 


984  Index. 

Page 
Wyman,  Ross,  allowance  to,  for  a  cannon  ....  .       191 

Samuel,  estate  of 384 

Zebediah,  v.   Jonathaa  Stickney  and  others,   court  may  rec- 
tify a  mistake  in  the  judgment 684 


Y. 

Yarmouth,  town  of,  execution  against,  recalled        .         .                 .       433 
execution  against  stayed 846 

Yarmouth,  in  Nova  Scotia,  inhabitants  to  be  protected  from  plunder      248 

York  county,  title  to  lands  in,  confirmed  to  claimants  under  William 

and  Bridget  Phillips 73 

title  to  lands  in,  confirmed  to  claimants  under  Nicholas  Shap- 

leigh 75,  391 

execution  against,  stayed 229 

partition  of  lands  in,  held  under  William  and  Bridget  Phillips      355 

Edward  Grow  appointed  agent  for 437 

treasurer's  accounts  allowed 687 

tax  granted  to 715,  808 

unappropriated  lands  in  Fryburg  in,  plan  of     .         .         .       882,  890 

Young,  William,  guardian  to  heirs  of  Jonas  Hubbard,  may  sell  real 

estate 449 
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